NOTES AND COMMENT

Provision has been made for the establishment of a Bureau of
Research in Municipal Government at Harvard University.

On April 27 to 29 the fifth annual meeting of the American So-

ciety of International Law was held at Washington, D. C.

The Fifth International Congress of the International Tax Asso-
ciation will be held at Richmond, Virginia, September 5-8, 1911.

The next annual meeting of the Political Science Association will
be held at Buffalo, New York, during the last week in December.

Professor George F. Kay of the State University of lowa has
been appointed State Geologist of lowa to succeed the late Professor
Samuel Calvin.

A Massachusetts Municipal League was recently organized.
Professor Albert Bushnell Hart of Harvard University is the First
Vice President.

Charles Noble Gregory has resigned from the position of Dean
of the College of Law in the State University of Iowa, and has ac-
cepted a similar position in George Washington University.
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Professor H. C. Fairchild of the T niversity of Rochester is the
president of a new organization to be known as the Commission
T2 e X = . . » 4 1 i
Government Association of New York State, which was formed by
delegates from twenty-two cities at a meeting in February.

.i'\n American Internationai Municipal Congress and Exposition
will be held in Chicaco fr > l

1 in Chicago from September 18th to 30th. Delegates

are expect L. ; : inel 1t i i
fe pected from all of the principal cities of America and Europe.
John MaeViear of : 1 1 issi :
e 1car of Des Moines is the Commissioner General of the
Municipal Congress.

An unusual method of
proposed in Indiang,

amendments shal] pa

revising the State Constitution has been
Although the Constitution provides that
S8 two suceessive legislatures and be submitted
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to the people, the General Assembly has passed a bill embodying a
revised Constitution, which will be submitted to the voters at {:he
November elections in 1912. The proposed Constitution originated
with Governor Thomas R. Marshall.

A most disastrous fire occurred on March 29th, when the New
York State Library was almost totally destroyed by fire. Of the
splendid collection of manuscripts which the library contained only
about one-tenth were saved, and there was an equal proportionat‘e
loss among the books. The legislative reference section. which rep-
resented years of labor, was also totally destroyed. Everything was
practically in readiness for moving the library into the magnificent
new building.

SAMUEL CALVIN

In the death of Samuel Calvin, which oceurred on April 17, 1911,
the State of Towa lost one of its most noted scientists. Professor
Calvin was born in Wiltonshire, Scotland, in 1840. He came to
America in 1852 and to Iowa in 1855. He received his collegiate
training at Lenox College, to which institution he returned as a
member of the staff of instruction after a brief military service in
the Civil War. In 1874 he was called to the State University of
Iowa where he remained until the date of his death, having been
for many years head of the Department of Geology. From 1892
to 1904 and from 1906 to the date of his death Professor Calvin
was State Geologist and his labors in that capacity have brought
the geology of Towa to a point equalled by but few of the States of
the Union. He was a frequent contributor to the various scientific
publications of the country and was a prominent member of a
number of learned societies. In the class room and as a citizen he
was beloved by all who knew him.

WILLARD LEE EATON

Willard Lee Eaton of Osage, a member of the Society, died at
his home on June 7, 1911. Mr. Eaton was born in Delaware County,
lowa, on October 13, 1848. In 1856 he moved with his parents to
Osage, where he made his home until the date of his death,
of nearly fifty-five years. He graduated from the College of Law
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of the State University of Towa In the class of 1872, and early

attained prominence as a member of the bar of northern Iowa.

Mr. Eaton served in many official capacities. He was three
times elected \]aymv of Osage, and served for a ]n"l'i()d as Cmmt_v
Attorney of Mitehell County. He represented Mitchell County in
the lower house of the State legislature for three se ssions, from the
twenty-seventh to the twenty-ninth, and during the last session
he was Speaker of the House. He served as State Railroad Com-
missioner for one term beginning in 1907, and during his term he
wrote the opinions of the board.

In private life Mr. Eaton was a good citizen and took part in
many movements for the upbuilding of the community. He was
at one time Grand Master of the Towa (Girand Lodge of Masons.
He was an active member of the State Bar Association, and his
interest in education is shown by the fact that at the time of his
death he was a trustee of Cedar Valley Seminary and of Upper
lowa University.

JACOB SPRINGER

On May 14, 1911, occurred the death of Jacob Springer, a mem-

?..,1 of the Society and a pioneer of Benton C ounty. He was born

n Uniontown, Pennsylvania, on January 21, 1824. On Marech 11,
1845, he was married to Eliza Jane McCormick. Seven years later,
n 1852, the family emigrated to Towa and settled in what is now

St. Clg 7 1
lair Township, Benton County. Here

_ - he found typical pio-
neer eonditions,

. To the southward of his log cabin there was only
one settler e
: etween him and Cedar Rapids, while to the northward
€ nearest settlers wer
st settlers were twenty-four miles away. During the sixty

years which f
followed he w itnessed the gradual disappearance of
I'umrl m]hht].mg

In 1855 he was

N'hln.]

and the growth of g prosperous community.

appointed a commissioner to organize the first
distriet in that region.

a precinet in what
election ang

In the following year he organized
are I

now St. Clair and Eldorado townships for
Judicial purposes,
Clair,

naming the precinet in honor of
as Justice of the Peace,
rvisor of Benton (! ounty, and for twenty-

the Board of Trustees of the College for

Arthur St
: He served two years

as "UUT\ Sy upe

€ars as a me ”i}'{‘l‘ of

Yiil\" Years ¢
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the Blind. In politics he was an ardent Republican. He took a
deep interest in the political questions of the day, and especially
in local issues, but he was not inclined toward office-holding.

Jacob Springer was a worthy representative of the pioneers of
Towa, and his quiet, unassuming good citizenship will long be re-
membered in the community in which he lived.
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