THE SETTLEMENT OF WOODBURY COUNTY

[The following paper is the result of a limited though critical investiga-
tion undertaken by Professor Garver with a view (1) to ascertaining from
whence the early settlers of Woodbury County came, and (2) to suggesting
the variety of viewpoints from which data upon such a subject may be
studied.— EpIToR. ]

Woodbury County is situated on the western border of
the State of Towa, and is bounded on the west by the Mis-
souri and Big Sioux rivers. It is a little north of the cen-
ter of the State, there being three counties to the north of
it and five to the south. It is one of the largest counties of
the State both in area and in population. Sioux City, the
largest town, contains about 50,000 inhabitants: the rest of
the population dwell in villages or upon farms. Thus it is
seen that Woodbury County is in no sense peculiar; its
characteristics are similar to those of hundreds of other
counties of the great north central States. Moreover, the
one magnet which served to attract the first settlers was an
abundance of rich, fertile land to be had at a remarkably
low price. .

The permanent settlement of eastern Iowa was begun in
the early thirties; the occupation of western Iowa occurreq
about tv.venty years later. The period of the settlement (r)t
Woodbury County may be set down, roughly, as frOIfl 1850
to 1870. ~The town of Sioux City was laid out in 1854 .zmd
1855. While the ranks of the old settlers are beiny,".rﬁpldl-Y
thinned by death, there remain in the county a cons1derav|))le
number of residents who came prior to 1870, and some, eV th:
who were here before 1860. The comparative newness o
the county has made possible the collection of the data upon

which this study is based. i it
John Fiske, the historian, has called attention
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that the migrations of Americans westward from the old
States to new have been, to a remarkable degree, along par-
allels of latitude.! In connection with this statement, at-
tention is called to the fact that Towa covers about three
degrees of latitude extending, practically, from forty de-
grees and thirty minutes to forty-three degrees and thirty
minutes, north. If the northern and the southern boun-
daries of Iowa are projected eastward across the United
States to the Atlantic Ocean, they enclose a zone which
would include in the north central States, the northern
part of Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, as well as the south-
ern part of Wisconsin and Michigan ; in the north Atlantic
group, the northern two-thirds of Pennsylvania, the north-
ern third of New Jersey, and all of that part of New York
(about two-thirds) which lies south of Lake Ontario; and
in New England, all of Rhode Island, Connecticut, and
Massachusetts, together with the southern part of Vermont
and New Hampshire. These, then, are the States from
which we may expect the early settlers of Woodbury
County to have come if Fiske’s statement is correct.

For the purpose of securing the data required for this
brief study a blank was prepared, which, together with a
letter explaining the same, was sent to about one hundred

and ff)rty old settlers of Woodbury County. The blanks
were 1n the following form :

1 — Name,
2 — Present address,

3 — Place of birth (Giv

e both Stat
4 — Date of birth, b
0 — Nationality.
6 — When diq You move to Towa?
7 —From what State ¢
8 — When diq

You move to W
9 — From e 0 Woodbury County ?

t County, if from another County in Iowa?

VR
iske’s Civil Government in the United States, p. 81
’ e %
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es of other old settlers in

10 — Please give the names and address
your neighborhood. '

To these inquiries replies were received from ninety-two
individuals. Two of the replies were incomplete and could
not be used. Appeal was then made to other sources, with
the result that the desired information was gathered con-
cerning ten additional old settlers. Thus, facts were at
hand relative to one hundred different individuals — a con-
venient number with which to deal. By a comparison and
analysis of the different items, some interesting results are
ascertained.

Taking up, in the first place, the matter of the nativity of
the one hundred old settlers whose migrations are here in-
vestigated, we find that twenty-six of them were born in
foreign countries and seventy-four in the United States.
A somewhat different statement of results may be made by
adding those born in Canada and in the United States, in
which case it may be said that twenty-two were born in
Europe (including the British Isles) and seventy-eight in
America. Twenty-six per cent of foreign-born settl'ers
seems to the writer to be a rather large proportion in view
of the fact that Woodbury County is in the very heart .of
the United States and that it was settled so late in thc? his-
tory of our country — at a time when so many Americans
were moving westward. And yet that same ‘‘lure of the
land’’ which drew the Americans out of Vermont agd N ew
York proved, no doubt, equally attractive to the foreign 1m-
migrant. : .

(g)'; the twenty-six old settlers born outside of theIUIilf:l’:]l
States, Germany gave birth to eight, England and Irela q
to five each, Canada to four, Switzerland to t:WC’ (;1 nr.
France and Denmark to one each. These facis illvlg aful
many the lead, unless those born in England, ;e rtef’an '
Canada are added together and the total of fou
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credited to the British Empire. In this group of foreign
settlers those of Teutonic stock predominate over those of
(leltic stock in about the proportion of two to one.

The years 1850 and 1870 have been mentioned above as
l)()lllldilwlg’, in a rough way, the period of the settlement of
Woodbury County. In the former year the number of
States in the American Union numbered thirty-one, in the
latter year thirty-seven. A comparison of the facts rela-
tive to the seventy-four old settlers who were natives of
the United States shows them to represent thirteen States
as follows: twenty-four were born in New York; eight each
in Vermont and Pennsylvania; seven in Ohio; six in Illi-
nois; four each in Indiana, New Hampshire, and Connecti-
cut; three in Massachusetts; two each in Virginia and
lTowa; and one each in Maine and Missouri.

If the States here mentioned are grouped into sections,
the result shows that, of the seventy-four individuals under
discussion, there were horn twenty in New England, thirty-
four in the middle Atlantic States (including Virginia and
West Virginia), none in the southern States, eastern di-
vision, seventeen in the east central States (including Ken-
hwk_\.'), three in the west central States (including Mis-
;‘t’“l‘l)j il.ml none in the southern States, western division.
ll.m.\‘ 1t. 18 seen that the middle Atlantic section leads with
”lll‘l,\'—‘fnur to its credit, and that New England comes sec-
“‘“‘1 with twenty. In the two divisions of the north central
States, taken together, twenty also were born. None seems
to have been born in either division of the southern States,

but this is becays i .
15 18 because the grouping adopted above, following
the plan of present

among the middle Atl
ern division of the

day geographies? includes Virginia
antic States and Missouri in the west-
north central States.

enty-eight States either wholly or largely

€ Geography, et

m
[here are tw

2 Frye’s Complet
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east of the Mississippi River. As far as the facts under
analysis are concerned only eleven of these gave birth to pi-
oneers of Woodbury County. The only southern State to
contribute was Virginia. A more remarkable fact, perhaps,
is that in those sections in which the largest numbers were
born there were States (located side by side with those most
largely represented) which in themselves gave birth to
none of the old settlers. Thus, in New England every State
is represented except Rhode Island. In the middle Atlantie
section three States are represented (New York, Pennsyl-
vania, and Virginia), while four are not (New Jersey, Del-
aware, Maryland, and West Virginia). It is rather inter-
esting to speculate as to why New York and Pennsylvania
should give birth to so many Woodbury County pioneers,
relatively speaking, and neighboring States to none. It is
true, however, that West Virginia, Maryland, and most of
New Jersey are south of the latitude of Iowa. In the east-
ern division of the central States three are represented
(Ohio, Indiana, and Tllinois), and three are not (Michigan,
Wisconsin, and Kentucky). Michigan and Wisconsin were
not old enough to be the birth-place of pioneers who should
settle new lands as early as 1850. While Kentucky was 01'(1
enough, it was probably far enough to the south of the lati-
tude of Towa and especially of Woodbury County, to make
the latter fact sufficient reason for her failure to send us
any old settlers.

Glancing for a moment at the individual States and the
number of Woodbury County pioneers to whom each gave
birth, it is seen that New York leads with \"‘llm,(mt’ YPM,I}T
sylvania, Ohio, and Illinois following in order. New York’s

' . were born with-
in fact more of our number were born W
r three closest

lead is large

in her boundaries than within those of he
competitors taken together. New Y ork
of our old settlers than all of the

gave birth to more

rest of the middle Atlantic
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section together; more than all of New England; and more
than all of the central States. Indeed New York was the
mother of twenty-four per cent of the one hundred pioneers
whose careers form the basis of this study; of thirty-two
per cent of the seventy-four who were born in the United
States. New York, Vermont, and Pennsylvania — three
contiguous States — taken together, gave birth to forty out
of seventy-four or fifty-four per cent of those born in the
United States.

If Virginia and Missouri are counted as southern States,
as has been the rule in American history, then three of our
number were born in the South as against seventy-one in
the North. Three, also, were born west of the Mississippi
as against seventy-one east of it. Iowa was a free State
and would not admit slaves. This fact coupled with that
other fact that Towa was far to the north, and out of the
latitude of the southern States, probably accounts for the
smallness of the number born south of the Mason and
Dixon line,

'Another item on the blanks sent out called for the nation-
ality .Of each old settler; hut owing, perhaps, to the fact that
sufficient explanation was not given, it would not be safe to
draw many conclusions from the data returned. For ex-
ample, some counted themselyes as ‘“‘Americans’’ whose
parents “Were evidently horn abroad; while others an-
csl‘:slr)(zddl of Ger.man descent’’ whose ancestors had un-
tions,eTy(; ll)):ebli-i;? ;git U:ited States for several. genera-
i Chorein ) y-tour out of one hundred indicated
by gis B ;Y, although we learned above that only
The numbera een born outside of the United States.
; S returned for egch nationality were: Amer-
SR, forty-sev@n; “Yankees”’, nine: Enel; i
mans, nine; Trig), e l,lmne, . nglish, nine; Ger-
tWo; Welsk two-’S siit; Xrench Canadians, three;.French,

? *7% OWISS, two; Dutch, one; and Danish, one;

I
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together with six who gave a double nationality. It is in
teresting to note that nine called themselves ““Yankees”’,
of whom five were born in New England. Adding these
nine Yankees to the group of Americans, we have fifty-six
of the latter. About all that it seems safe to say on the sub-
ject of nationality is that twenty-six were born abroad and
that the number of bona fide Americans is fifty-six. This
leaves eighteen to be accounted for. Undoubtedly all of
them could classify as Americans of some degree. As
between Teutons and Celts, the proportion seems to be
about four of the former to one of the latter. One element
(namely, the French Canadian) did not figure as largely in
the returns as the writer had reason to expect from the
large number of that class who trapped and traded in this
section in its early days. Indeed, only three designated
themselves as French Canadians. The reasons for such a
small number need to be noticed, and so this matter will be
recurred to again in another connection.”

Of the twenty-six pioneers born abroad (out of the one
hundred studied) twenty-four made at least tlwo moves,
coming first to some other one of the United States and mi-
grating later to Towa. Still another made two moves, com-
ing from Ireland to Canada and thence to Iowa. Only Otﬂf?
came directly from his foreign home to Woodbury (joun \1 :
Of the twenty-four who stopped in other States befor e;olr‘lk-
ing hither, seven came first to Illinois, fo.ur to .NeW 10 e'
four to Ohio, two to Nebraska, two to WIS.CODSIH, an(”ffle
each to New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Indiana, DA
and Missouri. : e S
es 3 It has already been explained that one foreign-bo1 1;012:2
- * neer moved fr(;m Treland to Canada and thOncedtOto this’
and that a second one moved directly .from Cmtlad i’:hat two
o 'i State. Somewhat earlier in the paper it was 10 4

| 8 See below, p. 381.
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were born in Iowa. One of these never left his native State,
while the other one moved to Kansas and back again. In
the following analysis the latter case is ignored, that is to
say, the move to Kansas and back is ignored and the indi-
vidual is treated as a native Towan who never left his State.
Eliminating these four cases, we have the result that ninety-
six pioneers, out of one hundred, came to Towa from some
other State of the American union. Of the ninety-six,
seventy-two were native-born and twenty-four foreign-
born, as has already been shown.

These ninety-six settlers came into Towa from eighteen
different States. The States from which they came, to-
gether with the number in each case, are as follows: from
[linois, twenty-six; New York, fifteen : Ohio, eleven; Wis-
consin, eight; Pennsylvania and Indiana, five each ; Massa-
chusetts, Virginia, '\'ornmni‘, Missouri, and Minnesota,
tlvlreo each ; Connecticut, New Hampshire, Michigan, and
ngi;i:];‘?d ::l? (?3‘(;11; and from Tennessee, Montana, and
i o 'ea-( 1. Th.e.numbor that moved to Towa from
;Nl:!: ;H‘LQ(.;: ]i»l\‘ltr‘]i.:”y «1‘lf‘fer('nt 1"'1'0111 the number that was

+ 4 glance at the first and |
;1(*«*(3111})311}'ing- table
(See Table T,)
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ber was made up of the nine natives of the former State,
already mentioned, and six who came into New York from
the outside. Two of the six entered New York from other
States — one each from Connecticut and Pennsylvania.
The other four came from foreign countries — two from
Grermany, one from England and one from Ireland. Thus
thirty old settlers were born in New York or came through
that State to Iowa. Fifteen came direct to this State and
fifteen through other Commonwealths. The cases of sev-
eral other States are as complicated as that of New York
— just as many elements entering in, although not so many
pioneers may have been concerned.

Because of this complexity it is out of question fo re-
view all of the facts relative to each State. They are pre-
sented in detail, however, in the accompanying table. (See
Table I). Column one shows how many pioneers (out of
ninety-six) were born in each State. Column two shows
how many of these came directly to Iowa, and «mlun?n f'hl‘f‘(’
how many came indirectly. Columns four and five lnfllcfiff
the number that came from other States and from foreign
countries, respectively, through each State to IO‘WH- The
last column shows the number that came directly from each
State to this one. The numbers given in the first columg
should equal the sum of those given in the second and]tlm]rd

’ goln! o :
columns. The numbers found in the last column f:]lo(}:)]-
equal the sum of those in the second, fourth, and f llf ur
umns. Tt will also be noticed that columns three and 10
total the same, as they should. :

With tl?e fat,zts befo};e us as vividly as the bt plrltl:if:]ts
them, it is possible to make several valuable ?OE]]E; fhosP
Let us take first the figures of the first two C%the ;l,un]her
showing the number of births in each Sta‘te il t< show that
of the same that came directly to Towa. 'lllf;"fa(_’)‘ 5 :
all that were born in the three States of Virgit!

a, IllinlSv
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i ine is the only
i i this State. Maine is
issouri came directly to skl
al’idterSe?)resenting the other extreme. KFrom Ogﬁezuch "
tSh: I?ative-born pioneers came directly to Towa

TABLE 1
— =~ |
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1l 0
Maine - 1 | (1) 3 8 1 5
New Hampshire 4 - g 1 0 3
Vermont 8 ‘i' 9 9 0 ‘3
Massachusetts 3 1 3 1 0 2
Connecticut & = S T A i
Total for section 20 | 5 | 12 > 1 15
New York 24 9 lz 6 1 5
Pennsylvania 8 4 a 1 0 3
Virginia 2 ? = 5 | 23
Total for section 8 | 15 | 19 | ¢ . T3
Ohio 7 4 3 2 ; 5
Indiana 4 2 B 13 7 26
linois 6 6 0 . 0 2
Michigan 0 0 0 5 9 8
Wisconsin 0 0 0 — 52
Total for section L I i T | - =
Minnesota 0 0 0 3 9 2
Nebragka 0 0 0 0 1 3
Missouri 1 1 0 it . | .
Total for section 1 I o s 1
Tennessee 0 0 0 0 3 1
Montang 0 0 0 1 5 1
Californig 0 0 0 1 5
Total scattereq 0 = 2 ¥ 1l l 56
Grand Totals 2 | 33 |+ 189" - BpiTR T 2T

tios as one oyt of four, four out of eight, or nine out of
twenty-four, T, general average of all these different ra-
tios is founq i the totals which show that out of sevent;’t
two native-hopy Ploneers, thirty-three, or nearly forty-six

PET cent, came direct from the State of their birth to this
State,
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m = e e . " ’
['he vesults of this comparison for each seotion follow

Now England, & out of 20 or 25 Per cent came diroot to lowa,
Mid, Atlantio, 15 out of 34 or 44 Per cent came direot to lowa,
North Contral, 12 out of 17 or 70 por cent came direot to Jowg.

As might have been expected the pereentage inereasos as
the seotion is looated closer and closer to lowa,

Another fruitfyl comparison may be made of the number
of' pioneers born in each State and the total number that
came diveotly from each State to lowa. (Nee columns one
and six of Table 1). One might expeot these numbers to be
practioally the same, but this supposition is far from the
truth, Not all that were born in each State came direetly
o Towa as we have already soen, and certainly not all that
came from each State were born in the Commonwealth from
Which they happened to come.

The total number of ploneers that came diveotly from the
various States to Towa was made up of three groups: first,
those born in the States from which they came; second,
those received from other States; and thind, those "‘\‘l(‘i.mi
from foreign nations. The first of these three groups has
Just beon disonssed The facts relative to the second ma)
he found by reference to eolumn four of Table 1, \ mm.
parison of eolumns four and six shows what l“"‘}“m"“\-" s
the numbers sent to lowa by oach State was m‘(\.u'(‘d ‘m\m
other States, Four States, indeed, (New Hampshire, | b

- ) . s " weoe) received none: while
svVivana, Nebraska, and Tennessec reo 3 Miohi
tour others (California, Montana, Minnesota, anc . ‘.‘w

: - ource,  In most oases
{an) received all they sent from this source,

) e fonr States (Ohto. Minne
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The results of this comparison by sections are instructive.
In the following table the figures in the first column indicate
the persons received from other States; the figures of the

second column indicate the persons sent to lowa.

New England  received 4 out of 10 sent, or 40 per cent.

Middle Atlantic received 3 out of 23 sent, or 13 per cent.
East Central received 26 out of 52 sent, or 50 per cent.
West Central received 4 out of 7 sent, or 57 per cent.

From this showing it is seen that the middle Atlantic sec-
tion received the smallest percentage of pioneers sent to
fowa from other States. Tt is logical, again, that the north
central sections should receive the largest percentage from
the same sources bhecause they are on the road to lowa, so
to speak. In the case of New England the percentage is
large; but this may be abnormal since the total number of

Individuals was <o < :
Iduals was so small that the movements of one or two

had an undue effec . .
due effect upon the results. Finally, it may be

sald that the totg] number

. of pioneers received from other
States was t

: rty-mine out of ninety-six sent to Iowa, or six
more than the number
their native Stat

['he thirq

directly tq
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gro Thich onec . -
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this State o £ . . ; -
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lowing percentages — the first figures stand for the number
of foreign-born received:

New England received 1 out of 10 sent to lowa, or 10 per cent.
Middle Atlantic received 5 out of 23 sent to Iowa, or 22 per cent.
East Central  received 14 out of 52 sent to lowa, or 27 per cent.
West Central received 3outof 8 senttolowa,or43 per cent.

The percentages favor the western sections. While all qf
the foreign-born pioneers under consideration came ulti-
mately to Towa, it is a fact that their original attractlon. was
for the western States in preference to the eastern S(’(‘tlf)lli‘-
The total number of foreign-born received was hvonty{unr
or exactly twenty-five per cent of the whole number sent di-
rectly to Iowa. :

It is not to be understood that the (*ODFI e
Towa by the various States were made up 10 eVEr) "fl; vas
all three of the elements mentioned above. Indefld, th]; .\ni;
true of only five States, namely, New York, Opfo'b?:.(,,h;.i:;-‘
Tllinois, and Missouri. Wisconsin sent no native-

(0] re ¢ [’enn5\'l~

Y5 W n yshire dﬂ(] ’
neers to Woodbury COUHt} ; Ne Ha 1 e “.hl](.
' 1er Dtﬂt‘b.

ngents sent to

: ; s otl
vania contributed none received froﬂi 1 Virginia sent
< setient, an o) s
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by New England and the middle section; while the two di-

s of the north central section received from other

vision ) : .
ir contributions —

States the largest single element 1n the
in each case exactly one-half of the total number sent.
Havine treated in this detailed way of the various ele-
o)

ments that went to make up the total number of pioneers

who came from the different States directly to Iowa, a brief
comparison should be made between the latter and the total
number that was born in each State. The figures may be
found in columns one and six of Table I. There it will be
seen that a total of seventy-two pioneers* of Iowa were born
in twelve different States, and that a total of ninety-six
came to this State from eighteen different States. It may
also be noticed that pioneers were born in only one State
(Maine) which sent none directly to Iowa; while seven
States which gave birth to none, sent settlers to our State.
Six States gave birth to more than they sent, one to the
same number, while twelve sent more than were born with-
in their borders. It has already been mentioned that New
York gave birth to the largest number with Vermont, Penn-
sylvania, and Ohio following in order, while Illinois sent
the largest number directly to Towa, with New York, Ohio,
and Wisconsin coming next in order. As a rule the States
farther east gave birth to more of our numbers, but those

farther west sent us the larger contingents. The compari-
son by sections is instructive.

N?“" England gave birth to 20 pioneers, sent Iowa 10.
i\jhddle Atlantic gave birth to 34 pioneers, sent Iowa 23.
{;St Central  gave birth to 17 pioneers, sent Iowa 52.
est Central gave hirth to 1 pioneer, sent Iowa 8.
- Ol g“s showing it may be seen that there is a relative
alling off i SIS n 3 Lo
the A lm .ﬂlt first set of figures and a relative gain 1n
se LT
econd, without exeeption, as we come westward. The
4 lfxvhnling

from consideration the two born in Towa.
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middle Atlantic States were the birt]. place of the largest
number of pioneers (thirty-four or nearly one-half of the
seventy-two born in the United States) and yet its percent-
age relative to the number actually sent was not as oreat
as that of New England. By far the largest number of
settlers came directly from the north centr section, even
that division west of the Mississippi making a respect
showing.

It appears, then, that the early settlers of W oodbury
County were largely born in the middle Atlantic and New
England States and that they came to their future home
chiefly from the east central and middle Atlantic States.
This brings up the question of the route, or routes, by which
they came westward — a question already touched upon in
an indirect way, but one of such importance that it needs
further treatment. Table I contains two columns of figures
(the third and the fourth) which tell in a general way the
story of the routes taken by the westward moving pioneers.
By comparing the figures of column three with those of col-
umn two for a moment it will be seen that New England
sent fifteen out of twenty born in that section to Iowa indi-
rectly; that is to say, they moved first to other States and
came then(,(,- to this State. The middle Atlantic States sent
nineteen out of thirty-four by the same indirect route; buf
column three does not show by what States these pioneers
came to Towa. Column four contains the same total of hﬂ
ures as three, referring indeed to the same thirt y-nine 1in-
dividuals; but while it shows the numbers received by cer-
tain Statcs which sent them on to Towa, it does not indicate
the States from which they were received. These two sets
of facts, needed to throw light upon the subject of the rout
taken, are shown in Table IL.

Table 1T is designed to illuminate the facts give ¥
Down the left- hand side o

able

es

n in col-

umns three and four of Table I




374 10W

s of the States and countries 1n
appear the names of the i
the table appear

hich the one hundred pioneers who comprise this study
wh

is give rely for convenient
were born. In column one 1s given, merel

TABLE 11

= \
=T 1] NE
gl || | | ;
4 WEINE 2 2 |
o AEHEH KRR EEEH EEE T E R !
Il 15 1s])2 |2 [ENS 2|5 15 B2 1215 & (5181181 &
- - T 7 TR TR T ] b (05 [} | 1 —'
Maine 1| 0 | \ | | | il |
: | | {551 | | | 1‘ 1 1 ’ | 3
New Hampshire | 4 1‘ |1 . ] | &
Vermont [ 8 2 1 1 ‘ 2] 1 | e
Massachusetts [ 3] | | 1| || ] | 12
Connecticut 4 | 1f 1 | i' ii i
il i
New York EINNEERENNERNERE | [ | |[° i
Pennsylvania 8 | [l 1] 4 (|1 1| 1 JFa el el \ “ “} 4 !
Virginia el el \A__;__j‘_i
[ | H k| Y
Ohio 7 4 1] 1] 1 | 3
Indiana A } ‘ | 2] 1 I Il |l 2
Ilinois 6l e ekl s | el G | 0
Michigan 0! ‘ | L [= 1] 0 0
Wisconsin ol | ‘ [ 0 0
—— WAL LT P PR Al vl e
Mimsessta —— 101 T T T T T T T 1 T~
Nghmska 0/| ‘ [ ] ' o || Il o
Missouri | 1; | | 1 | Il o
Towa 2 | \ [l 0
— W& ||| 1S . 5% e
o Il P Il
'l'onnv_\\h\‘ T T ——=r— o | I }"1*0_
Montana 0 | , [ ] L Tl Il |l o
—tomia ol i) ||| | hagliat o o
T RN | SISO el [
Englang 5 < | 1} 51 ‘ | ' ‘ f ‘ ?
Irelang 5 |1 | ; 2 1 ]| [t 5
Canada 4l | 1 1 w 1! 1l 5
Switzerlanq D) { ‘ . 1 1 1/| | 1 \ 3
}“I’llllrc 1 | | [ | ‘ 1 ( 1 | ‘ | 2
[N'nm:xrk 1 ‘ | 1 [ = 8] i | ; ik
‘Sv\ntw" I O o ““—77‘ ,"\_ | ‘;AI ‘ “ ]\ \‘ " ‘ ! 1
o ‘ 0 2 3] 3] 215 5 3y 5|26 2] 8| 3] 2[ 3| 1 1| 1|| 2|

reference, the tot
the page from Ja
Same time ¢ th

al numbe

r born in each. Reading across
£Lg .

it to right one may
e

see, by reference at the
ames at the top of the table, by what



SETTLEMENT OF WOODBURY (ouypy -
States — that is by what routes — the natiy
State and country came to Towa. The total number sent i
directly by each State and country is given in the last gol.
umn, at the right-hand side of the tahle, The number of
native-born pioneers sent directly to Towa by the States of
their birth are given in the squares which rup diagonally
across the table from the upper left-hand corner toward
the lower right-hand corner — the numbers being indicated
by heavier type in order to differentiate them from the ofh.-
ers of the table. The figures in heavy type are omitted in
making up the totals given at the right-hand side of the
table.

At the top of the table are found the names of the States
and the one country which sent pioneers directly to Iowa.
Glancing down the columns one may see, by reference af
the same time to the names at the left-hand side of the table,
from what States and countries — that is, by what routes —
the pioneers sent to Iowa were received. The figures at the
bottom of the table indicate the total number sent fo Io.w:i
directly by each State. In this case the m}ml{ors Stzllljllu't"'
for the native-born pioneers sent directly (11}(11‘0at9d by ﬂ}“
heavy type) have been added. Table I was l.nn?ted t({.”f?h:
Sta’&:s of the American union which gave birth t? i

. ’ , TT includes those foreign cout-
pioneers on to Iowa. Table IT me : e
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pioneers, exclusive of nativo-bor:x‘ ﬁvnt to [owuﬁb'_\:t’tl;e dif-
ferent States, were received. '[.akmg' up !"“ 1 b group,
who may be referred to as I)atl\'e-l»()l'nl. pioneers seth t.o
Towa indirectly, we see that Pennsylvania smjt four indi-
viduals by way of four different States, that Vermont sent
six bv way of five States, while New York s.mlt fifteen b\
way ;)f si:\' States. The States through which these p{o-
nm;rs were sent are scattered from Vermont to California.
The only preferences shown by individual States were a
slight one by the Vermont pioneers for the Illinois route
:m;l a more decided one by New Yorkers for the Tllinois and
Wisconsin routes. Among the foreign-born, the English
show a slight preference for Ohio and the Germans for New
York; the only marked preference being that of the Ger-
mans for the Illinois route.

A comparison, section by section, reveals the following
marked preferences for the route of the east central States:

By Central States By all other sections
New England sent 8 7
Middle Atlantie sent 15 4
Central States sent 3 2
Foreign nations sent 14 11

The totals for the sections show that, out of sixty-four pio-
neers sent to Iowa indireetly, forty came by way of the
c:astern division of the central States as against twenty-
tour by way of all other sections. If those coming by the
western division of the central States are added Vto those

sent by way 1visi
o by way of the eastern division, the results become
Orty-seven ag agamnst seventeen.

The results just Presented are complemented by those

of the second group of facts which
ucted to illustrate. I noticing the
from which the pioneers, sent to Iowa
S) Were received we are giving atten-

8rowing out of g review
Table 1T Was consty
States anq countrieg
by the various State




T

SE

TTLEMENT OF WOODBURY COUNTY 37
tion to the s ; £
i ffseilllst bod:\ of faet's as those just analyzeq |

. pomt of view. Excludin o
pioneers, a glance at the table shows that N ’ ? G
Towa six settlers received by her fr‘ OW.lork.sent i
sources, Wisconsin eight, recei‘ved from (g:e e dlff"l‘e%}t
se.ven received from six sources, and IllinoiS OutTCGS, o
ceived from nine different sources — that i: f‘Yenty )
States and foreign countries. In every c-‘l"e:’tllom e
were widely scattered. The chief sourees f((;r I]l'le -
New York, Germany, and Vermont; for Wi 111918 e
R ,01 ' ) ; Tor Wisconsin, New

ork; for ( hio, Eingland ; and for New York, Germany
: Out of sixty-four pioneers sent indirectly to Iowa, ‘h}ow
; éilzrllliﬂfl;c')w% ]1110 o'ne source (?f supply predominating

yEr. 3 e middle Atlantic States and the western
division of the central States received from foreign nations
a few more than from other sources. The oaét central
States attracted fifteen from the middle Atlantic section,
fourteen from foreign nations, and eight from New
England.

From such analyses as these it is seen that the pioneers
of Woodbury County came from many different places by
way of many different routes. The tracing of the routes
followed is complicated by the fact that a large number of
the individuals concerned made two or more moves, instead
of only one, in coming to Towa. Three distinet elements
enter into the proposition. In the first place, there are
those native-born pioneers who came to Towa from the
places of their birth by indirect routes. Then there are
those who came directly from certain Jocalities. This num-
ber was made up of two groups, namely, native-born pio-
neers who came directly from the pla
those received from other localities
State. The routes followed may, in
vided into two parts. First, many route

ces of their pirth and
to be sent on
a ;,r(*neral way, b
s Jeading fron

to this
e di-
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I < converged upon certain inter-
birth-places of the pioneers COnvers I

mediate points. (Chief among these were IMlinois, “tis—
consin, Ohio, and New York. The chief .\‘o('tun? upon Whl.(fh
e routes of pioneers converged was, of course, the north
central section. The second part of the route .taken led
directly from certain centers to Towa. The most important
uenters.,, as far as the States of the Union are oo'ncerr:led,
are exactly the same as the chief converging points just
mentioned; but, since the pioneers coming over these
routes included an element of native-born settlers as well
as those received from other sources, the centers in ques-
tion may not be ranked in the same order. While Illinois
leads, New York comes second, Ohio third, and Wisconsin
fourth. The second part of the general route followed led
directly from these States to Towa. As far as sections are
concerned, the main-traveled route led from the north cen-
tral section with that from the middle States second, and
that from New England third.

The reader can get a clear mental picture of the general
routes followed by conceiving a map with a heavy line lead-
ing from Europe to the north central States and a some-
“?hat lighter line from Europe to the middle Atlantic sec-
tion; a heavy line leading from the middle Atlantic section
Y‘O tlwvnnrth central States, and a somewhat lighter one
]‘1‘;10:’]]0;(“]‘1‘;1(}}31;32111?} to the same loealitf\'; and lastly a heavy

g Bie north central States to Towa together

with lighter lipeg from the middle Atlantic section and
from New England to this State.

ing all the by-paths foll
viduals woylq contain ma
cated, hut the picture he
routes and ayojs the ¢
the Crossing anq re-cros

A complete map show-
owed by various groups or indi-
0y more lines than those just indi-
re drawn shows the main-traveled
onfusion which would arise from
Crossing of lesser by-paths.

8 this part of the subject it may be pointed

-
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out that seven pioneers (out of n
by way of the southern States Three of them came frop
Virginia, three from Missouri, and one from Tennegsee
Four (out of ninety-six) came hithep from westerp Sta;t(l\:
as follows: from Nebraska two, and from Montan, (Teri
ritory) and California one eacl. None of thege
natives of the States from whicl they came,

From the States which border upon Iowa there came 4
total of forty-two pioneers. It is interesting to note that
thirty-four of these came from the two States on the east-
ern border, leaving eight to enter from the four States
on the three other sides of Towa. The numbers entering by
way of each border State were: from Ilinois, twenty-six;
Wisconsin, eight ; Minnesota, three; Nebraska, two; South
Dakota, none; and Missouri, three. The large numbers
coming from Illinois and Wisconsin are accounted for by
the fact that those States were situated directly in the path-
way of the incoming pioneers. Bearing in mind the fact
that so much early travel was by way of the Missouri River,
the one surprising result in the comparisons just made is
that so few settlers, relatively speaking, came to Wood-
bury County from Missouri. Possibly the pioneers coming
from Missouri desiring, like Daniel Boone, to be ever on
the frontier, had moved on to newer regions before the dat.u
for this paper were gathered. The writer is sure that tl.lls
occurred to a certain extent, especially in connection with
the French Canadians to be mentioned below.”

Out of one hundred pioneers whose movements form th(j
basis of this study, sixty-six came directly to Woodl;ur,\‘
County upon reaching the State of lowa ; f]lll‘f}"- Olilt
stopped first in some other county before cgmmg h‘ere.ﬁeq
may be of interest to note from what particular LOU?’ u;
some of them came. A total of sixteen came from 1o

5 See below, p. 381.

nety-six) entered Towy

four were
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counties as follows: from Dubuque, where the first settle-

ment in the State was made, came eight; from Potta-
wattamie, four; and from Linn and Monona, two each. The
other eighteen came from as many different counties secat-
tered all over the State. Ten came from counties bordering
on the Mississippi; nine from counties on the western bor-
der of Towa. Of the latter, seven came from counties on
the Missouri. If these were added to the three who came
from the State of Missouri, it may be said that at least ten
came by the Missouri River route.

The most interesting fact brought out in the last para-
graph is the large number of pioneers coming to Wood-
bury County from Dubuque County located clear across the
State on the Mississippi River. Of the eight who came
from the latter county, one was native-born, two were from
Pennsylvania, and five from foreign countries. Dubuque
and Woodbury counties are in the same latitude. To-day
they are comnected by the Illinois Central Railway, but
this consideration was of no great importance since seven
of the pioneers came to Woodbury County before the rail-
way was built.

.From counties bordering on Woodbury there came five
proneers: one each from Plymouth and Cherokee on the
north, one from Ida on the east, and two from Monona on
the south,

Vi o v belr g o
s by ;)ur 1)ioneei-se§n (:} 1%1?1 easin .?' the number of moves
acter of the questiong ask 21611 Ne it t}.le.char-
moRsiHle (letelzmi11e ﬂi e '01? the blanks sent out it is not
the one hundreq Di’on o Illlm.ber N
County. We o~ Eel’s on thel.r way to Woodbury
two made af least ono’m:\‘fe,ve‘-r’, ff) figure out that tW(?nty-
€en at least thyee mﬁvesr le,' i a.t l.east g .and elght-

S before arriving at their destina-
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tion. It is not surprising to find that all of t}e eighteen
who moved at least three times are includeq in the number
of those who came to Woodbury from some ofhey t‘Ouut‘\-
of the State. ‘
In this very limited study of the pioneer settlers of
Woodbury County, Iowa, the emphasis has been placed
upon the source of supply, or the nativity of the pioneers,
the routes by which they came to this county, and the num.
ber of moves made on the way. Relative to the first point,
it was found that twenty-six out of one hundred were horn
abroad, chiefly in Germany, England, Ireland, and Canada.
The three who came from Canada were French Canadians,
It was remarked above® that such a small number did not
do justice to this particular people because it has been con-
clusively shown by Mr. C. R. Marks that the first scttlers
of the county were French Canadians and that they came
to this locality in considerable numbers.” The explanation
may be found in the character of the French (Canadians
themselves. When they first came into this vicinity, proh-'
ably as early as the thirties, it was in the capacity of
traders, trappers, boatsmen, hunters, ete. They b?l'ongp“l_
largely to the river and the river trade, to the period (?1
exploration rather than to that of settlement. It was their
work to open up the new country, not to possess 1t }1’9]
manently : they paved the way for actual settlers. .“ nen
the latter came it was time for the F l'end_' C:madmz.: t(j
move on up the river to newer and wilder reglons — regif’tl;i
better suited to his particular kind of life. .Tlns 'Wﬂst‘:(k .
ally done by large numbers, and is a fact which, when 1

: cced before this
in conmection with the time that had passed
6 See above, p. 365. 763 seq. See also
. owa, p. 763 seq. P T
7 Marks’s Past and Present of Woodbury dognss ]1)7:4(1(1 b‘l(:ut‘h Dakota 10t
his article entitled French Pioneers of Smfll Ctt.}\,',;-"ﬁﬂ.
South Dakota Historical Collections, Vol. IV, pp- 299

VoL. IX—26
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investigation was attempted, mll'ﬁvi«:ntl.\' .:u«-(‘u'mtj f’or the
small showing made by the French Canadians 1n the popu-
Jation elements of the county to-day. ' '

The figures showed seventy-four .]num-m\;s born in the
United States — only three of them in the South. . Among
the sections, the middle Atlantic Stnt‘v:\' ]m‘], \\"1th New
England and the north central States following in 01‘de.r.
Among the States, New York, Vermont, and Pennsylvania
stood out especially prominent as the birth-place of Wood-
bury County pioneers, giving birth to forty out of the
se\'(.@ntv-four native Americans, or fifty-four per cent. New
York alone had twenty-four to her credit, contributing
thirty-two per cent of the native-born Americans and
twenty-four per cent of all. It is not too much praise to
call the Empire State the ‘‘Mother of Woodbury County
Pioneers”’.

We have also seen that our hundred pioneers moved into
Iowa from eighteen different States, tocether with one com-
ing from Canada. More than half came from the north
central States, with the middle Atlantic States and New
England coming next in order. Among the States, Illinois
led with the large total of twenty-six to her credit. New
York came second with fifteen, while Ohio and Wiseconsin
sent eight each.

The foregoing analysis has brought out the radical dif-
ference between the pioneers born in a State and those sent
to Towa —ga difference, not only in numbers but also in
composition. The complexity of the matter of the routes
taken has also been revealed. Out of seventy-two native
bOI'_“’ tl}il't."-'[hree came to Iowa directly from the States of
their birth, thirty-nine indirectly by way of other States.
Those coming from the various States were found to be
1“{1‘1“ U'D of three classes: namely, native born, those re-
cetved from other States, and those received from foreign
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nations. The foreign born came chiefly by way of the
central States. Among the States t]l;?\' .])1' il
New York, and Ohio in order, :
As to the general route followed, an atte
divide it into two parts: first, CONverging upon certain see.
tions and States; and second, leading from thoge placo; to
Towa. Later it was seen that a third part of the general
route was to be found within the State of Towa.
traveled routes were pictured as running

north
eferred linois,

mpt was made to

The main-

from Europe to
the north central and middle Atlantic States; from the lat-

ter section and New England to the north central States;
and from all three sections, but especially from the north
central section, to Towa. Within the State the chief routes
were from Dubuque and Pottawattamie counties to Wood-
bury.

Among other results it was found that four pioneers
entered the State from States west of Towa; seven from
southern States; and forty-two from States bordering upon
this one. The number coming from Missouri was surpris-
ingly small. Thirty-four stopped in other counties of the
State before moving to Woodbury. In general the pioneers
studied may be said to have done much moving about be-
fore they settled down — much more, indeed, than facts
brought out in the paper indicate. .

Although this study has been based upon facts which con-
cern only one hundred individuals, the writer lms.nn Teason
to boliox‘fe that the results would have been 1';1(?101111‘\‘ f?'l-
ferent, as far as percentages are concerned, if hf—fl“"“f‘ had
arger number. The one
Canndiuns has :1]1'0;1(].‘;
findings of
of Wood-

been at hand relative to a much I
important exception of the French
been noted. We may say, therefore, thaj[ thg
this paper relative to the nativity of the p1onEoiE
bury County, Towa, and to the routes tl'aven ,
coming to the county are reasonably accurate.
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true of Woodbury County would, probably, be true also of
northwestern Towa. The same claim could not be made for
the eastern and southeastern parts of the State which are
much older sections and — to mention only one point —
received large numbers of settlers from Kentucky, Vir-
ginia, and other southern States.

It may be said in closing that John Fiske’s dictum, re-
ferred to at the beginning of this paper, namely, that ‘‘The
westward movement of population in the United States has
for the most part followed the parallels of latitude’’, has
been found to be remarkably true when applied to the set-

tlement of Woodbury County, Iowa.
Frank HarMoN (GARVER

MoRrNINGSIDE COLLEGE
Sioux Ciry Iowa




