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of the lo er Mi i ippi had op ned the W t to the control 
of the go ernm nt by wa of numerous tributaries. But 
to the north, w t, and outh a t there wa much uncer
tain a to the boundari . On the north the territory ex
t nd d to th a t undi cov r d our of the Mi i ippi. 
It was a um d that the mountain , whi hat that time wer 
almost unknown to th white man, form d th we tern 
boun ary lin , but th amount of t rritor which lay b '
tw nth m and th Mi i ippi a a matt r of mere con
j cture. And till mor un rtaint prevailed with r pert 

to the boundar on th outh a t.3 

In his hoi of explor r r id nt J ff r on exercised 
r markabl judgment, of hich th r ult of the explora• 
ti n ar ampl vid n . In the arm h found the mot 
ffi i nt m n for the w rk, althouo-h f w i ntific m n were 

availabl ev n from that our . {or ov r fund for car
rying on th work w r not to be had without much effort. 
J ff r son em to ha b n r luctant in a kino- for ·tra 
man for th work - probabl b au h flt that th>r 
would b opp ition to an appropriation, inc th adroini 
tration wa trongl in fa or of ' conomical r form '.

4 

Earl in 1 0 aptain M riw th r L wis and Lieutenan 
William lark w r cho en f r the purpo e of explorincr th• 
Mi souri to it ur and of di cov rino- the mo t advan 
tag ou wat r 1·out to th a i:fic c an. Thi xp ditio 
cov r d a p ri d of about thr ar without dout 
th mo t r emarkabl and r ditabl arly explorr 

ti n of the Loui iana ountr .5 

s Whiting's Life of Zebulon tontgomery Pike, pnbli bed in J ared parks 

Library of American Biography, ol. Y, pp. 221, 222. 

4 
Whiting's Lif of Zebulon Montgom ry Pi"ke, publi bed in J ared park. 

Library of American Biography, "\ ol. .,·v, pp. 2'.!.,, 22a. also alter's JoU' 
The First Free tate in the Loui iana Purr ha e, pp. 52, 53, 61; and 1!chla tei 
A II.i tory of the People of the nilul tatcs, Yol. IT pp. 62 , 629. 

~ For a complete account of tbi xpedition ee Tbwait Original Journ 
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, Yol . I-YII. 
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Contemporaneous with and probably not less worthy 
han the work of Lewis and Clark were the explorations of 
~ebulon Montgomery Pike, who, however, had the misfor
une to receive his commission from the commander of the 
vestern army, General James Wilkinson, instead of from 
he government.6, 

Born in what is now a part of Trenton, New Jersey, on 
ranuary 5, 1779,7 Zebulon M. Pike moved during his child
mod to Easton, P ennsylvania. There he received such edu
·ation as the rural schools of the time afforded. He is 
lescribed by some of his school-mates as "a boy of slender 
'orm, very fair complexion, gentle and retiring disposi
ion, but of resolute spirit" and always capable of defend
ng himself when put to the test.8 The time spent in ob
aining an education was neces arily short, since he enter ed 
us father's company as a cadet when he was about :fifteen 

6 The idea that P ike's Mississippi expedition was conducted by the govern• 
nent seems quite general. The expedition was entir ely in the control of General 
Nilkinson. Later government officials approved of the under taking.- See 
;;alter's The Eastern B order of Iowa in 1805-6 in the I owa Historical Record, 
vo1. X, p. 107. 

General James Wilkinson lost his reputation in connection with the Burr con
:piracy. Although he was tried and acquitted, evidence later appeared which 
iroved without doubt that he was a t r aitor. And, indeed, it has been thought 
Jy some tha.t Pike s explorations were a scheme on the part of Wilkinson to 
>btain more definite information concerning the western country, which might 
Je used in carrying out the tr aitorous plot. However this may have been, Pike 
.vas beyond doubt unconscious of any such purpose. 

7 The data concerning Zebulon M. Pike's early life used in this paper are for 
·~e most part taken from Whiting's Life of Zebulon Montgomery Pike, pub
ished in Jar ed parks's Library of .American Biography, Vol. XV, pp. 220,221. 

The father of Zebulon Montgomery Pike was Major Zebulon Pike, a soldier 
n the Revolutionary War and captain of infantry in the army of the United 
'tates in 1792. He received a promotion to the rank of Major in 1800, and 
~erved in th~ first regiment of infantry under Colonel Hamtramk in 1802. 

_Among the ancestors of Zebulon Montgomery Pike was one Captain John 
Pike, who was noted in the traditions of the family for his gallant service in 
the lndiar. Wars. 

_
6 Whiting's Life of Z ebulon Montgomery Pike, published in Jared Sparks's 

Ltbrary of American Biography, Vol. XV, p. 220 . 

111111 
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an l w ath r' . Furth uitabl for mili-
tary p t w r t b an 1 r a 1 m an. for 

nciliatino- th n<.1' mplo, l.
11 

Th j urnal f th xp <liti n i an int ·no- and 1110 t 
valuabl . ur of inf rmati n. Th riginal uition 

1
:? wa 

publi h din 110 b T Li ut nan Pik anl i divil d into 
thr part , a h 1 alino- with a · l lition. To 
th e part ar a 11 cl nuID r u di hart and 
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::n it arrano- ID nt, an 1 litt1 or no ffort e m to haY 
b n mad t put th mat rial in o-oo 1 Eno-li h. It i inter-

0 ou s' Thr E.rzHdil1011s of Zebulon Montgomlry Pikr, Yol. I, p. xxii. 

10 
Tb l tter ,. ntaining th ord rs wa tran mittetl by ,eneral Wilkin-on 

from t. Loui . It app ar in full in Pik ' An Accouut of Expcdit1011 · to the 
ourcc of the Mi , 1 ·sippi and through the We tern Parts of Lo111 iana, et 

( original editi n, l 10), App n<1ix to Part III, pp. 6:5, 66. 

11 
ll of the purpo e not d ar mention d in 1 neral \ ilk in . on' comniun

1

• 

cation of July 30, 1 03. 
1

2 
Th r i a publication r Iath·e to the :Mi i ipJ i C'xpe<1ition which np 

pear t1 in 1 07. Thi. , howe,·cr, wa n t writt n by Li utenant P1k bu by 
om p r on who had ace s to hi not . Th r <' m to b no \"id nre eon· 

c rning th id ntity of th ""riter. 
From Li utenant Pike' original edition of 1 10, an Engli h <lition wn' 

pr pared under th ditorial upervi ion of Dr. Thoma R e . There i J,J 
an dition in Fr nch and one in Dutch.- ' oue The Rxpccl,t io11i; of Z b ' 

Montgom ry Pike, Yol. I, pp. xxxiii -xliv. 
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tino- to n t that t th of th author' r fa a 
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do not po qualification of th naturali t, and v n had 
'Yb en mine, it would ha b n impo ible to hav gratifi d th m 
an r at :rt nt, a w pa d with rapidit o r th ountry 

' survey d. . . . And ind d my thought , re t o mu h 
gro ed in makina provi ion for the xig n i of th morr w 
att mpt a cienc whi h r quire tim and a placidit of mind 

1ich ldom f 11 to my lot. 13 

f th thr divi ion of th work th fir t with it ap-
ndi ot d ntir l unt f th xp di-

ourc of th 1. Tb mat rial c n-
ined th r in form th un !rl n in th 
•llowino- pao- of thi 
Lat in th aft rno n t 9 1 Li ut n n Pik 
Lil cl fr m bi n ampm n n ar t. 
ith a party of tw nt m n 14 arryin ith him provi. i n 
13 Pik ' An Account of Exp ditions to the ource of th M i iss1ppi and 
rough t h We tern P arts of Louisiana, etr. (original dition l 10), Ap
ndix t o P art I, p . 32. 

14 In th ppenclix to P ar t III , pp. 67, 6 , of the edi tion of 1 10, Lieut nant 
ke giv a li t of the p r on employed in the expedition. Of the twE>nty 
•n in the company, there wer two corporal , one ergeant and sevente n 
ivat s. Tb name of an interpret r is al o included in th Ii t but he wa 
t of the original party which tarted from the encampment near t. Loui . 
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for only four months. For more than eight months heanJ 
his party were to push their way nortnward amid danger 
and hardships which all but cost them their lives. But wiili 
the consciousness that he was the fir t citizen of the Uni tu 

States to undertake the ascent of the river, and with e 

assurance that whate er he hould discover would be ea11er

ly received by the public, his enthusia m ro e above any 
misgivings with regard to the trials of the undertaking. 

With considerable difficulty, due to rainy weather and 

the numerous i land in the channel, Lieutenant Pike an,J 

his company made their way to the Des Moines Rini, 
which marks the junction of the present Commonwealtbi 
of Iowa, Illinois, and Mis ouri. Here the rapids pre en!~ 
a formidable obstacle - more e pecially becau e there wai 

no one on board who had ever pa sed them. The rapidi 
were eleven miles in length '' with succes ive ridge an) 

Th hos · 
shoals extending from shore to bore. • •. · e dii 
continue the whole distance. '' 15 In the ID1d t of the 
culty the party was met by an agent to the Sac In~an ; 
this vicinity, who piloted them safely _to bis e ta~li ~e-· 
above the rapids. Here Lieutenant Pike found hilnf\, r 'ty O ,,3. 
the east bank of the river at a point where the ci ;riJ. 
voo, Illinois, is now located. Directly oppo ite wa 

th
tro;i 

· f Mon ·' 
lage of the Sac Indians on the pre ent ite 0 
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..,ituation, wants, &c. of the different nations of the red peo
ple, in our newly acquired territory of Louisiana ".16 In 
addition there was some discussion of the location of a 
trading e tablishment, but no definite conclu ions were 
reached . 

.After presenting the Indians with ome "tobacco, 
Knives, and whiskey", Lieutenant Pike proceeded up the 
river about six miles, landing on the pot where Fort Madi
son was erected three years later and where the city by the 
same name now stands. Lieutenant Pike made no par
ticular mention of the place, nor did he recommend it as a 
suitable location for a fort or trading post.17 

Two days later the party reached the pre ent ite of 
Burlington, Iowa, which Lieutenant Pike mentions as '' a 
very handsome situation for a garrison' ' 18 and describes 
in some detail. 

The channel of the river pas e under the hill, which is about 60 
feet perpendicular, and level on the top. Four hundred yards in 
the rear, there is a small prairie of 8 or 10 acres, which would be a 
convenient spot for gardens; and on the east side of the river, there 
is a beautiful prospect over a large prairie, as far a the eye can ex
tend, now and then interrupted by groves of trees. Directly under 
the rock is a limestone spring, which, after an hour's work, would 
afford water amply sufficient for the consumption of a regiment. 
The landing is bold and safe, and at the lower part of the hill, a road 

16 Pike's An Account of Expeditions to the Sources of the Missi sippi and 
through the W stern Parts of Louisiana, etc. ( original edition, 1810), Pa.rt I, 
p. 5. 

17 Some few writers have erroneously credited Pike with the founding of Fort 
Madison. For instance, in the Portrait and Biographical Album of Lee County, 
Iowa, p. 627, the writer claims that the first settlers at Fort Madison were 
troops sent out by our government under command of Captain Z. M. Pike to 
~rotect the country both from the British and the Indians. A similar error 
13 made by tevens in his Black Hawk War, p. 37. 

The selection of Fort Madison was made in September, 1808, by Lieutenant 
Alpha Kingsley.-Annals of Iowa, Third Series, Vol. VI, p. 314. 

18 This site i1 the one now occupied by Crapo Park at Burlington, Iowa. 

( 
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found their commander and the remainder of his company. 
Meanwhile Lieutenant Pike had pas ecl the mouth of the 

Iowa River, which he mer ly mentions in hi journal. He 
had pa ed the pr ent . ite of Mu catine- at one time 
known a Bloomington - which he de cribes as the point 
"where th river Hills join the Missis ippi". He had 
cro ed the rapid of Rock River with e en more difficulty 
than tho e of the De loine . It was here that he met 
Black Hawk, who recalled the occa ion in detail many year 
later. Althouo-h Li utenant Pike make no mention of the 
meeting with Black Hawk, the Indian chief's account of the 
vi it i o accurat in many points, which may be verified, 

that it i hardly to be doubte<l. 
Black Hawk tated that wh n the boat arrivPd at Rock 

River '' the young chief came on shore with his interpre
ter'', made a peech, and gave ome pre ents to the Indian . 

Continuing, the chi f aid: 
We were all well plea ed with the speech of the young chief. He 

gave u good advice; aid our American father would treat us well. 
Ile presented us an American flag, which wa hoisted. He then re
quested us to pull down our Briti h flags- and give him our Brit
ish rnedal - promising to encl u others on his return to ,_,t. Louis. 
This w declined a we wi hE'd to have t1co Fathers! . • • He ' . 
went to the head of the ~Ii si ippi, and then returned to St. Lou

1 

· 

. . . He was a good man. and a great brave and died in hi 

country s ervice.22 

It wa at noon on unday, eptember 1 t, that Lieutenant 
Pike arrived at Dubuque' lead mines, where he was "sa
luted with a fie! l piec and received with every mark of at-

. . ' l , · + r" '.!
3 Pike 

tenhon, by iron 1eur Dubuque, tie propne.o · 

22 Autobiography of Black I1a1d<", P· 26. . . d . S . f the Mississippi an 
23 Pike's An Acconnt of Ex11ed1tw11s to the ource.s 

O 

I • • l dit' 1810) Part • 
through the ff estcm Part of Louisiana, etc. ( ong1na e ion, ' 

p. 10. 
. . . . t for the purpo e of 

Julien Dubuque a French anadian, came to this vicrni Y f . d ' h' 'f le soon made nen s 

trading with the Indian . Taking a quaw as 
1

s WI e, 
1 
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h d by General WHkinson with orders to make cer-wa c arge . . 
tain investigations relative to th lead mine . But owmg 
to the fact that there were no hors s at the house and the 
mines were six mile away, the Lieutenant .found it '' impos-
ible to make a report by actual ins1lection ". Ilis report 

wa therefore nothing more than a Prie of evasive and in
de:finite answers to que tions put b3 Pike. 24 In transmit
ting the report to Wilkinson, Lieutenant Pike himself says 
that "the answers seem to carry with them the semblance 
of equivocation''. 

While at Dubuque's quarters, Lieut nant Pike took on 
board a Frenchman by the name of Blondeau, who proved a 
u eful addition to the party since he could speak the lan
guage of the Indians. Up to thi point Lieutenant Pike had 
been without an interpreter, and for this reason had found 
him elf at a great di advantage among the Indians. But 
with means for making known the purpos of his explora
tion, "he found himself at once the obj ct of friendly atten
tion",2;; although the fir t question put by th Indians was 
always whether they were "for war, or if o-oino- to war". 

Through hi interpreter Lieutenant Pik learned that the 
India f thi · · · ns o vicm1ty were much in dread of white men, 
that ''th d · e women an children were frightened at the very 
name of an American boat", a d that the men believed the 
with the Foxes The di 
00 · t t k · . covery of the lead mines induced him to secure '' a per-

1 o wor the nune with l . 
22 17 'fh ' a monopo Y of the right" under date of November 

Dub · d'us was founded the first white settlement in Iowa 
uque ied on March 24 1810 H ' . . 

payment of his debt _ ' · 18 claim was sold at St. Louis for the 
ana Purc1>ase, pp. 4;:

45 
;; Sa

6
lter's Iowa: The First Free State in the Louisi-

' , . 
24 The report to General W'lki 

of the original edition of 1 ; n on appears in the Appendix to Part I, p. 5, 
Dubuque was that th . O. Perhaps the only definite statement made by 
one to three leagues :i:ne~ ~~re about twenty- even leagues long and from 
lead per annum. ' yie ng from twenty to forty thousand pounds of 

r _2~ Whiting's Life of Zebulon M t . 
:.1brary nf American B ' on gomery Pike, published in Jared Sparks 's 

tography, Vol. XV, p. 238. 
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whites to be "very quarrelsome, and much for war, and 
also very brave". Such information was "used as pru
dence suggested". 26 

On September 4th Lieutenant Pike reached Prairie du 
Chien at the junction of the Wisconsin and Mi sis ippi, and 
opposite McGregor, Iowa. Prairie du Chien, an early 
French settlement, had been distinguished as a center for 
the fur trade of the lake region, but at the time of Pike' 
visit it was little more than a village of Indian traders. 27 

Among these traders Lieutenant Pike pent several day , 
engaged in making choice of a suitable location for a post 
holding councils with neighboring tribes of Indians, and in 
preparing for the remainder of the journey. 

As the most suitable location for a military post in this 
region, Lieutenant Pike recommended a bluff ju t north of 
the present town of McGregor, Iowa, which commanded 
both the Wisconsin and the Missi sippi.28 Plenty of timber 
and a spring near-by added to the desirability of the situa
tion. On the whole, however, the Lieutenant considerPd the 

Burlington site far superior. 
Finding that it would be impossible to continue the ascent 

of the river with so large a craft, Lieutenant Pike hired two 
light barges and began the work of transferring pro vi ion 

and baggage to the new boats. 
With the addition of two interpreters, Pierre Ros eau 

and Joseph Reinulle, 29 the party left Prairie du Chien on 
September 8th "with some expectation and hope of seeing 

. . . . nd 
20 Pike's An Account of Expeditions to the Sources of the MissisSippi a 

through the Western Parts of Louisiana, etc. (original edition, 1810), Part I, 

pp. 11, 12. 

21 For an account of Prairie du Chien and other trading posts of the upp'I" 

Mississippi, see Folwell 's Minnesota, pp. 39, 40. 

2s Coues's The Expeditions of Zebulon Montgomery Pilce, Vol I, P· 
37

· 

2
9 This name is probably that of Joseph Rainville or Renville. He waa an. 

interpreter of some note. 
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the head of the Mississippi and !he town of ~aint Louis" 

f th d Of the winter. This statement, 1n a letter to 
be ore e en 
General Wilkinson,30 shows how little the Lieutenant real-
. d that many weeks of suffering and discouragement lay 
;;:tween him and t-he source of the Mississippi, and that 
months of bitter hard hip must separate him from his 
encampment at St. Louis. Nevertheless, such hopes as 
this alone kept up his courage and made possible the long 

truggle. 
A few miles above Prairie du Chien the party met W aba-

ha, the chief of the four lower bands of the Sio11.---r. The 
Sioux had been enjoying a feast the night before. In conse
quence, the salute which they gave to Lieutenant Pike and 
his party as they arrived in front of the lodges was attend
ed b;v "some hazard", since "some of them, even tried their 
dexterity, to see how near the boat they could strike. They 
may, indeed, be said, to have struck on every side of us. 
When landed, I had my pistols in my belt, and sword in 
hand. " 31 Hereupon the chief invited Lieutenant Pike and 
some of his men to accompany him to his lodge for a coun
cil. In a speech of considerable length Wabasha ex
pressed his pleasure at having the young Lieutenant in his 
own village and a desire always to remain at peace with 
~he white and red people. To this Lieutenant Pike replied 
1~ a statement of the objects and purposes of his expedi
tion. He gratefully accepted a pipe which Wabasha pre-
ented to him to be shown to the upper bands as a token of 

peace, which later was of much service. 32 

30 Pike's An Ac t f E th coun ° xpeditions to the Sources of the Mississippi and 
rough the Western Part f L .. 

pendix to Part I s O ouisiana, ()tc. ( original edition, 1810), Ap· 
'p. 3. 

a1 Pike's An Account of E .. 
through t1 W xpeditions to the Sources of the Mississippi and 

ie estern Pwrts of L . . p. 15_ ouisiana, etc. ( original edition, 1810), Part I, 

a2 This pipe was used in th . 
e council at Leech Lake on February 16, 1806. 
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v\ hil in th Li ut nant Pik wi·t n ed a ' r 
1n h ,n " whj h v a, att ncled hv "m , . me 1

-
. · an} cunou ma-

no u r . M n and nwn llanc·cd m<liscrim· t 1 . ma e y. Th' 
w r all lr cl 1n ih gay . t mann r. a l 1 d • : 

• ' 1 la m their 
hand, a m· 11 'lnn f mr d . cription, and would f, 

. t tl . . 1 . . requ nt-
1 run up, p 1n 1 n , nn, and 0 ·1v a puff witl1 th · b e1r reath · 
wh nth p r n hl \ n at, wheth r man or =om u1' " an, wo d 
fall, and ap ar t he almo. t lif le or in O't·eat l h aO'Qn\ • 

uld r r :1 wl , ris and ,join in th danc , . Thi hut 
thy all 1 th ir 0 -r a1 m di in" <lance or dance of re
li o-i n. 33 

B f r hi· <l partur Pike pr . entetl th hief with to
ba o, lrni ancl iO'ht o-allon. of mad whi key (thre _ 
f urth wat r). L a vino- th ioux villa · on the afternoon 

f pt mb r 10th an l pro eding but a few mile furtli r , 
Li ut nant ik d what i now th northern boundary 
of th tat f Io · a.:u v n month pa ed before be 

ao-ain <'amp d on Iowa oil. 
On pt mb r .., rel th party reached a ioux village lo-

at cl n ar th it of ol l Fort ~ nellin°. Here a council 
with th chi f of th villao- wa h ld by which Lieutenant 
Pik ur l f r th O' rnm nt a grant of a tract of land 
<>ontainino- ab ut 100,0 0 a r , for which he ()'ave in return 
pr nt to th amount of onl r about two hundred dollars?· 

33 Pik An Account of Expedition to the ources of tlie Mississippi an<Z 
through the Trestern Parts of Loui.siana, etc. (original edition, 1 10), Part I. 

p. 17. 
P .k V I I 4 · Sal 

34 Cou Th E.rptditio11s of Zebulon Montgomery t ·e, o • , P· , 
ter' The East rn Border of Iowa m 1805-6 in Iowa Historical Record, Yol. 

, p. 115. 
3G Thi tra t of land wa near the mouth of the Minne ota River a

nd 
later . ,.,. r -Pike' EJ.· 

includ d th it of Fort nelling and the city of .umneapo 
1 

• 

ploration' in Annal• of Iowa, Third erie , Vol. I, P· 5
32

· d . t p·k a copy of th reaty, an 
copy of th p ech delivered by Lteutenan I e, . 

W•Jki on the ubJect appe:ir a 
a opy of a letter addr ed to :reneral 1 n on A A ,r t of 
Document _ o. 3 and 4 in the pp ndix to Part I of Pike'• 

11 
ccou · 
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ti
. tions with Indian tribes are concerned, 

So far as nego a . . . btl Lieutenant Pike's most important enter-
this was dou ess 

. R f in to the transaction in a letter to General 
pnse. e err g b . d " f 

• • h remarks that the grant was o ia1ne or a 
Wilkinson, e 

,, At the same time he values the land at only two 
song . 
hundred thousand dollars. 

Lieutenant Pike's speech in the council forms a part of 
the journal and is a most interesting document .. It shows a 
keen understanding of the character of the Indians as well 
a remarkable tact. There is, however, one peculiar and 
altogether amusing portion of the dorument, which is sig
nifi.cant of Lieutenant Pike's usual attitude toward the sub
ject referred to. After a rather strong exhortation against 
the purchase of intoxicating liquors, with much emphasis on 
their injurious effects, Lieutenant Pike concludes his speech 
as follows: "I now present you with some of your father's 
tobacco, and some other trifling things, as a memorandum 
of my good will, and before my departure I will give you 
some liquor to clear your throats". This clearing process 
eems to have required sixty gallons of liquor.36 

When Lieutenant Pike had reached the Falls of St. 
Anthony he began to realize that he had made a serious 
blunder in starting on his expedition so late in the season; 
fo~ ma~y of his men, unused to the climate and necessary 
h~rdships, were daily succumbing to illness and fatigue. 
~ike writes of the situation as follows: "These unhappy 
~m~oos · . · · • • convinced me, that 1f I had no 
regard for my O h lth . . wn ea and constitution, I should have 
lfrpedition.., to the Sources . . . . 
of Louisiana etc ( . . of_ t_he MtsSissippi and through the Western Parts 

For d '. . .o'.i~mal edition, 1810)' pp. 6-13. 
a etailed criticism of th t 

Coues 's The Expedit' e reaty and accompanying communications, see 
,a . , tons of Zebulon Montgomery Pike, Vol. I, pp. 232-239. 

Pike • An Account of Ex . . 
through the Weste p peditions to the Sources of the Mississippi and 

rn arts of L · · 
fl. ~5 · ,ee also Appendix t p OUtSiana, etc. ( original edition, 1810), Part I, 

o art I, p. 8. 
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some for those poor fellows, who were killin h 
b d "37 A . g t em elve 

to o ~y my or ~rs. ccordingly, several days wer 
spent m the erection of block-houses which h uld e 

f h • ' 0 erve a a shelter or t e sick and those who w re oth • 
. . erw1 e unable 

to contmue the Journey. An abundance of am . 
· · · t · d t 1 mf g e m the vicini y msure no on y co ort for the men wh 

. " . . o were left 
behind but also plenty of provision" for the r t 

e urn voy
age. 

In order to hasten progress, which was daily b · . ecommg 
more and more difficult on account of the rapid freezin f 
the river, the heavy boats were exchanged for can~eo. 
These were constructed with no little trouble owing to the 
scarcity of tools, there being in the whole party "only two 
falling-axes and three hatchets". In spite of many hin
drances three canoes were completed, but one sank when 
loaded with a large quantity of ammunition. In the proce s 
of drying this powder it exploded and nearly blew up "a 
tent and two or three men with it".3 

Such misfortunes, combined with the "isolation and in
activity" of the region, cooled somewhat the ardor of the 

young commander. He confessed that he found himself 
"powerfully attacked with the fantastics of the brain, 
called ennui'', and elsewhere adds the following: 

It appears to me, that the wealth of nations would not induce me 
to remain secluded from the society of civilized mankind, s- rround
ed by a savage and unproductive wilderness, without books or other 
sources of intellectual enjoyment, or being blessed with the culti
vated and feeling mind, of a civilized fair. 30 

.11 Pike's An Account of Expeditions to the Sources of the Mississippi ancl 
-through the Western Parts of Louisiana, etc. ( original edition, 1810), Part I, 
p. 34. 

sa Whiting's Life of Zebulon Montgo-mery Pike, published in Jared Sparks's 
Library of American Biography, Vol. XV, p. 246; Pike's An Account of Ea;
peditions to the Sources of the Mississippi ood thr()'l.l,gh the Western Parts of 
L011,isiana, etc. ( original edition, 1 10), Part I, pp. 36, 37. 

39 Pike's An Account of Expeditions to the Sources of the Missis&ippi ancl 

VOL. IX-24 
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The freezing and thawing of th riv 'r maclC' it impo' ible 
for the party to proceed with any clegre ' f , af ty or rapid
ity. ccordingly, all but one canoC' w ,re abarn1on d early 
i~ December. Provision and bag 0 ·agr w r load d on 
led , each drawn by two men abr a t. Th difficultie 

which be et thi method of tran portation ar w 11 illu -
trated in the following ntry of DN· mb r 26th: '' Broke 
four sled ; broke into the river four tim ·, and had four 
carryino- place ".40 On many day. th di. tan cover d did 
not exceed three or four mile . "'riting of hi mi fortune , 
Lieutenant Pike said: '' ever <lid l urn1ergo more fatigue, 
in performing the duties of lmnte1·, :p,v, guid commandin°· 
officer, &c. Sometime in front; ometimc>8 in th rear; fre
quently in advanc of my party 10 or 15 mil ; that at nio-ht 
I wa carcely able to make m note· intellio·ible.' ' 41 

Under such circum tance tog iher with con id rable di -
couragement amono- hi men, Li uteuaut Pik found it diffi
cult to keep up hi pirit . But a th w ~ath r b cam cold-
er and the ice tronger, progre wa much a.1 r. \. 
much a twenty mile a day were coYered. 

Early in January ign of hippeway In lian een, 
from whom Lieutenant Pik had e nT r a on to exp ct a 
d mon tration of ho tility. Hi f ar · how ver were oon 
r li~v d when four of the Indian ~r nted 'th m elv ~ 
at hi camp in • company with an Engli h trader who wa lo-
cated at a po t on andy Lake. 1:r. Grant the Eno-li h 
trader acco · d L' ' ' mpam 1eutenant Pik and hi party to th 
throug/1 the Western Parts of Lo .. 
pp. 37

1 
64. umana, ct . (original edition, 1 10), Part I, 

-1o P'k ' 
i e An Account of E a· . through the w t xpe itwn, to the ources of the Mississippi and 

es ern Parts of L . . 
p. 55; Whiting' L'f ottisiana, etc. (original edition, 1 10), Part I, 

Park . , r ·b t e of Zebulon Montgomery Pike publi bed in Jared 
1 rary of A . , 

41 merican Biography, Yol. XV, pp. 250, 251. 
Entry of December 23 1 . 

ourcps of the M' . . . ' o5.- Pike's An Acco11,1t of Expeditions to the 
. tSSISStppi and, t1 1 ( ori inal edition 1 lO) iroug i the Tr est cm Part of Loitisiana. tc. 

, , Part I, p. 55. 
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Briti h tradin°· po t, wh re they made their headquarter 
for several day .42 Such a sojourn among the trading es
tabli hment of this r gion wa altogether agreeable to 
Lieutenant Pik in e one of the objects of his expedition 
wa to investigat and report upon the tradino- po t of the 
upper Mi i ippi. On veral occasions he wa received 
in a mo t ordial and ho pitabl manner by the officials in 
charge of the variou po ts of the Northwe t Company. 
Hi accotmt of exi ting conditions are detailed and quite 
authentic. id from general ob ervation on the trade, 
Li utenant Pik ' journal contain ome interesting cor
re pond nee b twe n him elf and one of the trader , Hugh 
f 'Gilli . 

nder date of F bruary, 1 06, Lieutenant Pike sent a 
c·ommunication to Mr. ~f'Gillis,43 which contained a frank 
di cu ion of th condition exi ting among the trading 
po t and ome point d r mark on ihe relation between 
the orthwe t Company and the goYernment of the United 

tate . He affirm d the rio-ht of the Briti h to carry on 
trade with th Indian within the territory of the nited 

tate , but prote t d trongly ao-ain t their exemption from 
payino- the duti , obtaining licen e , and ub cribing unt_o 

all the rule and re triction of our law ''. It was e ti
mated that the nited tate wa annually defrauded of 
dutie to the amount of $26,000.41 For the correction of thi 

e,·il the tabli hment of a government cu tom hou eat the 
mouth of the t. Loui River wa ugge tee. 

f the Missis ippi and 
4~ Pike' An Account of Expeditions to the ource. 0 

. . 0) p rt r 
( · · al edition 1 1 , 3 

' 
throitgh the W stern Parts of Loui iana, etc. ongrn ' 
pp. 56-5 . 

. . es of the Mississippi and 
43 Pike' An Account of Exped1t1011s to the our~ . dit· 1 10) Ap· 

. . t (ongrnal e ion ' through the Western Parts of LoUl, zana, e c. 

pendix to Part I, pp. 14-16. . . . • and 
. . rces of the Mis t sippi 

H Pi.kc's An Account of Exped1t10ns to the Sou . . . d't' 1 10), Ap· . . t (ongma1 e i wn, 
through the Western Part of LouzS1ana, e c. 
pendix to Part I, p. 37. 
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In addition, Lieutenant Pike mention d th fact that th 
avage were being alienated from our go rnment by re

ceiving at the hand of the trad r Briti h m <lal. a_nd flag . 
In conclu ion Lieutenant Pik expr . d th oprmon that 
in ca e war hould be declared Letw n tb nit d Stat 
and Great Britain the e e tabli hm nt ould s rve a so 
many po t for the deposit of arm and ammunition. In 
spite of a certain bluntne , with no attem t to evade an 
real conviction on the ubject under di u ion, there i a 
tone of genuine courte y. 

In an equally courteou repl ,45 fr. M' illi e pres ed 
his de ire to pay the duty on good imported by th orth-
west Company if it could be done without on ying good 
already received to the u tom hou at facki.nac. Owin 
to the fact that most of the year' upply of good had al
ready been received, uch tran po tation w uld be a 'va t 
expen e and trouble". 

With regard to the u e of th po t a garri on in tim 
of war, Mr. M Gilli wa astoni h d to 1 arn that th Am r
ican government should have ppr h nded any uch pur
po e. He explained that the e tabli hm nt were for th 
security of property and lif in a ountr xpo d to th 

cruelty of many avage . ' e ne r form d the small t 
idea", he added, "that the aid inclo ur miO'ht v r bc> 

u eful in the juncture of a rupture betw en the two power , 
nor do we now conceive that such poor hift will ever b 
emplo ed by the British government in a country over-
c,hadowed with ' 

. . wood, so adequate to v ry purpo . Fort 
might ma hort · d f · . . 
t k peno o time be bmlt far sup nor to any 

s oc ade we m h . 
ay a e occa ion to er ct. '' 

•s Th' •s letter bears the d t 
.&ccount of Expediti a e of February 15, 1 06, and appears in Pike's An 
Western Parts of L ~~ to the Sources of the Mississippi and through tho 
pp. 17-19. oui

st
ana, etc. (original edition, 1810), ppendix to Part I, 
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Although apparently unconscious of the error committed 
by exhibiting the flag of Great Britain in American terri
tory, Mr. M 'Gillis pledged himself to use his "utmost en
deavors, as soon as possible, to prevent the future display 
of the British flag, or the presenting of medals, or the ex
hibiting to public view, any other mark of European power, 
throughout the extent of territory known to belong to the 
dominion of the United States". The communication is 
concluded with a high tribute to Lieutenant Pike's personal 
integrity and to the government which he represented. 

On January 20th Lieutenant Pike resumed his journey 
toward the source of the Mississippi, reaching the junction 
of the waters of Leech Lake with the main channel of the 
river on the last day of the month. Instead of continuing 
in the direction of Lake Winnibigoshish, up what is now 
considered the main course of the river, Lieutenant Pike 
turned westward and made his way to Leech Lake, believ
ing that he had accomplished the chief object of his expedi
tion, and firmly convinced that this was the ultimate source 

of the great Father of Waters.46 
• 

The conclusion with respect to the Leech Lake system 16 

not surprising since the idea was quite prevalent among_tbe 
traders and Indian tribes of the region, from whom Lieu
tenant Pike obtained most of his information. 

Other '' true sources'' have been found by subsequent travellfers, 
• ors and thus an-

and the last has gone a little beyond his precurs ' B of the 
. . . . f b . g called the ruce 

cied himself entitled to the merit o em ll h e been 
Mississippi. This may be; but it is ~robab~e t~at ah o:Va large 
right. It would be difficult to deterrrune which m:an:e equally, or 
tree extends furthest from the parent root. It d : ches of the 
more so, to determine which of the many hea t ra:te from the 
Mi . . . h b di ed is the mos rem ssiss1ppi, t at have een scover , 

Pike Vol I, note, PP· 
46 Coues's The Expeditions of Zebulon Montgomery S .' V~I I pp. 53~, 

f I Third er1es, . ' 
152, 153; Pike's Explorations in Annals o owa, 
533. 
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Gulf of Mexico• and the initial gu h of it water undoubtedly 
varie . wet ea on may open many mall tributarie to a mall 
lake which had no exi tence in a dry a on. Hence the prin 
traveller and the traveller of the ummer ol ic , may have dif
ferent de criptions to give and y t both b corr ct. 47 

It wa on Februa1 14th that Li ut nant Pik b gan 
preparation for th homeward journ y. Two da lat r 
he held a council with ome of th hipp wa Indian of th 
lake region. In a p ch of onsi 1 rah] 1 no-th Li ut nant 
Pike per uaded th Indian to o-i t of th ir Briti h 
medal and fla .4 Furthermor , h ur d th hipp way 
to cea e their ho tilitie with th i u · who had al o 
promi ed to bury th hatch t. ~\. a tok n of th ir promi 
the youn Ameri an produc d th pip of aba ha.49 

a re ult of thi council two of "th m t el brat d war
rior ' accompani d the part t t. Loui , wh r Li ut n
ant Pike plann d to have a coun il of p a with r pre ent
ative of the variou tribe in th pp r 1i i ippi al
le . 

Amid ac lamation and ho t ' on th part of th In
dian , th party took their d partur from L e ,h Lak on 
February 1 th. Marching b land aero wood d and 
mar h round, they did not r a h th Mi i ippi River 
until ix da lat r.50 Li ut nant ike had lono- inc 

41 Wb'ti ' . 
L 'b 

1 
ng Life of Zebulon Montgomery Pik publi hed in Jared park • 

i rary of Am r· B ' ' 
ican 10graphy, Vol. pp. 255, 256. 

4 In return for the· B ·t· h . 
If to u n 1 m dals and flag Lieutenant Pike pledged him-

eh ef
nd th

o e of th nit d tat to the a~age chiefs '' but owing to the c ?nge o iigent 1 , . . ' 
. , anc a rnriety of circum tance , it wa never fulfilled". Rec-

ommendations were d h 
kept f th ma e, owever, to Gen ral Wilkin on that uch pledge b 
to the 

0

8r e good of the government.- Pike' An Account of Expedition 
ources of the Mi • . . .. 

etc (o • . 
1 

ts tppi and through the Western Parts of Lout iana, 
· ngina edi ion, 1 l0), Appendix to Part I, p. 31. 

49 ee above note 32. 

fio Pike's An Accou t . . . . . . 
through th 1r n of Expeditions to the Sources of the Mi sissipp1, and 

e ,, estern Part f I • • I 
pp. 71 a. 8 0 ,omstana, tc. ( original edition, 1 10), Part , 
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learned that the only expeditious method of travel wa by 
means of snow shoes. With the aid of these he was able t~ 
make the descent of the river in much less than half the time 
consumed in the ascent. But in spite of many advantage 
the ta k proved arduous enough, as the following entry in 

the journal will how: 

The pressure of my racket strings brought the blood through my 

socks and mockinsons [moccasins], from which the pain I marched 
in may be imagined.51 

On March 5th Lieutenant Pike found himself at the po t 
where he had left the sergeant in charge of the sick. Much 
to bis chagrin he found that, while he himself had been ex
tremely frugal in the use of provisions in order that a 
goodly supply might be on hand for the downward journey, 
the sergeant in charge of the post had squandered nearly 
all of the provisions in his custody and had given away 
practically all of the whiskey, including a keg which the 

Lieutenant had for his own use.52 

The party remained at the post until April 7th. Mean-
while several councils were held with some Menominee In
dians in the immediate vicinity. Without any new or im
_portant experiences Lieutenant Pike continued the descent, 
arriving at the northern boundary of the present State of 

ll · d be 
Iowa on April 16th. At noon on the fo owmg ay 
reached the camp of Wabasha where he remained all day 
and night in the hope of seeing the chief, who unfortunately 

remained out all night on a hunting trip.
53 

f the Mississippi and 
111 Pike's An Account of Expeditions to the S~u~ces 

0
dit· 1810) Part I, 

. . tc (ongmal e 10n, ' 
through the Western Parts of Louisiana, e · 
p. 73. k , · ubli11hed in Jared Spar 

8 8 

G2 Whiting's Life of Zebulon Montgomery Pike, P 
Library of American Biography, Vol. XV, PP· 

256
, 

257
· . . . . and . Sources of the MtSstSsippi 

Ga Pike's An Accoiint of Expeditions to the . . dit· n 1810) Part I, . . t (ongrnal e io ' ' 
through the Western Parts of Louisiana, e c. 

p. 99. 
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Leaving ome powder and tobacco for him, Lieutenant 
Pike left in the morning for Prairi' du Chien, which he 
reached at two o'clock in the afternoon. Here he received 
a hearty welcome, being presented with some much-needed 
upplie and treated in a most ho pitable manner by the 

trader and Indians of the place. Moreover, he "received 
a great deal of news from the States and Europe, both civil 
and military"- a welcome bit of the civilization from 
which he had been isolated for so many months. 

On the afternoon of April 20th Lieut nant Pike witne ed 
a mo t intere ting game of '' the cro s '' on the prairie '' be
tw en the ioux on the one side, and the Puants and Rey
nards on the other". He describes the game as follows: 

The ball is made of some hard substance and covered with leather, 
the cross sticks are round and net work, with handles of three feet 
long. The parties being ready, and bets agreed upon, (sometimes 
to the amount of some thousand dollars) the goals are set up on the 
prairie at the di tance of half a mile. The ball is thrown up in the 
middle, and ea h party trives to drive it to the opposite goal; and 
when either party gain the first rubber, which is driving it quick 
round the post, the ball is again taken to the center, the ground 
changed, and the conte t renewed · and this is continued until one 
!de gains four times, which decides the bet. It is an interesting 
ig~t to see two or three hundred naked savages contending on the 

plain who hall bear off the palm of victory; as he who drives the 
b_all round the O'Oal is much shouted at by his companions. It some
time. happen that one catches the ball in his racket and depending 
on hi d ' 

. pee endeavor to carry it to the goal, and when he finds 
hi°:18elf too clo ely pur ued, he hurls it with great force and dex
terity to an am · d' f 
b "h . azmg 1stance, where there are always flankers o 
. o-c. pa~ie ready to receive it; it seldom touches the ground, but 
~h o~etime kept in the air for hours before either party can gain 

t e_ VJ.ctory. In the game which I witne ed the ioux were vic-
or1ous m T b 1. ' 

. th ' ore · e ieve, from the superiority of their skill in throw-
in e ball tha b th . 
R n Y e1r swiftne s, for I thought the Puants and 

eynar th wiftest runner . 54 

H Pike's .:J.n J.c 
count of Expeditions to the Sources of the Mississippi and 
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The remainder of the journey was uneventful. Numer
ous unimportant councils and meetings with various In
dians took place, and in many cases British medals were 
given up. The account of the descent, however, is extreme
ly meagre, there being almost no mention of the country 
through which the party passed. This is probably due to 
the increase in the distance covered on the return-only 
about two months being spent in the descent, while the as
cent had occupied more than six months. 

It was on April 30, J 806, that the party arrived at the 
town of St. Louis.55 It would seem that there had not been 
a loss of a single man on the expedition, since a report 56 of 
the number of persons returned to St. Louis corresponds 
exactly to the number of the original party. 

When his reports and observations were completed, 
Lieutenant Pike had accomplished far more than his or
ders. He had given to the public, as well as to the govern
ment officials information which was not only new but espe-

' cially accurate in details. This information covered every 
phase of the voyage, and included extended observations 
with reo-ard to the climate ~oil, drainage, timber, etc., of 

0 ' . 

the country. The results of careful and painstaking mves-
tigation of the Briti h trade brought many corrupt prac
tices to lio-ht which resulted in preventatives on the part of 0 

1 d f the Indians -the general government. Know e ge o 
t • f was afforded their tribes, numbers, and charac ens 1cs- . 

by tables and charts carefully compiled and includetd ~ 
w·th t doubt the effor s o Lieutenant Pike's journal. 1 ou . ell attitude to-

Lieutenant Pike did much to create a fnen Y 
. . . ·nal edition, 1810), Part I, through the W estern Parts of LouiS'lana, etc. (ongi 

p. 100. tbs and 
. . therefore, eight mon 66 The time consumed in the exploration was, 

twenty-two days. 
1809 

p 1794. 
s · n 1808· , · 

lltl Annals of Congress, 10th Congress, Second essio ' 
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ward th nited tat on th part of th ' Indian of th 
Iowa and upper Mi 1 ippi reo-ion ·. Bnti h m dal an l 
flag w re r placed by th tar. alld ·tripe · · ho tiliti 
among variou trib a ed · anc1 th (' l'e wa . a mark d in
crea e in the r p t of th Indian · for th ~ m ri an I o

ple. 
lthough Li utenant Pik o far a: pos ... ibl 

the order of G n ral ilkin on a . wt'll a tho · 

arri d out 
of th go -

ernm nt, th r m to b nor •c•orcl f auy omp n ation:; 7 

either to Li ut nant Pike or to any of hi rompanion for 
their untiring ffort t vari u, tim att mpt w r 
made in ono-r to cur uch c mp n ·ation but all u h 
effort wer in Yain. ~om.mitt w r appoint d, r port 
\\"ere heard, and th matter wa nt din th form 
of bill .5 The mea ure how v r , a , ucce 1 lv d ' ' . 
feated, even though it wa alwa ·, b. a mall majority. 

TIT ' L ED A MARTI 

THE TA.TE Ill TORIC.AL OCIETY I<' low 
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