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By an act of the Legislative Assembly of the original 
Territory of Wisconsin, approved December 21, 1 37, John
son County was established;1 but provision for the organ
ization of the gove1·nment of this county was not made until 
1 3 . In the meantime it was temporarily '' attached to 
and considered in all resp cts a pa1--t of edar County.' '2 

By the act of the Legislative ssembly of the Territory of 
Iowa, app1·oved June 22, 183 , provision was made for the 
01·ganization of the count)T '' from and after the fourth day 
of July''. This act also pro,ided f 01· the holding of two 
terms of the dist1·ict court annually; and the to,vn of Na
poleon was designated as the fi1·st seat of justice.3 

According to the provisions of the act of December 21, 
1837, Johnson County included twenty congressional town
ships. This, however, was but a temporary arrangement, 
since by the act ( of January 25, I 39) of tl1e Legislative 
Assembly of the Territory of Iowa, locating the boundaries 
of tl1e ounty of Washington, three townships were taken 
from the southern tier of Johnson County and added to 
Washington County. ( ee 1'fap I.) 4 Again, in 1845 the 
Legislative Assembly of the Territo1·y of Iowa detached 
that portion of to\vnship seventy-seven, north, range six 
west, which lies east of the Iowa River, from Washington 

1 
Laws of the Territory of Wisconsm, 1837, p. 135. 

2 
Laws of the Territory of W1sc.onsin, 1837, p. 136. 

3 
Laws of the Territory of Wisconsin, 1838, p. 543. The town of Napoleon 

has long been extinct. 
4 Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1838, p. 100. 
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'ounty and added it to Johnson 'ount~•, thus 111aking the 
Iowa Ri\- 1· th webt 1·11 botmdar)T of that J)o1·tion of th 

county·. (~ ee fap II.):; 
Pr viot1s to th formation of ci,~l town l1iJ)S tl1e cou11t) 

wa tli,Tj_cl cl into precincts for election 1)urJJO . l-
tho11 o-h f w in ntllllb 1· these pr cincts n1a.T be reo-a1·cled ,1 

tl1 hi torical p1· cur ors of the civil townsbi1J . t .first 
it app ars that th ntire county wa <livid d into two 
electoral precincts - a livi ion that was authorized by th 

ounty ,ommis ion r on ~farch 6, 1 -±0. The soutl1 l"ll 

part of the county wa de ignated as pr cinct numb r on 
aucl th northern part as precinct nl1ID b 1· two. rrhe lin 
s paratll1g ih s two precin ·ts wa not d fined at tlri 
m ting f tl1e Boa1·<l althougl1 1 be plac "l'"' of election ar 
na1n cl a Iowa it)· and il1e lio11s of , ,1rren tiles r -
1:,p cti elv.6 That n divi. ion line was named at the March 

ession app ars to have be n an over ight on the part of 
tl1e 1om1nis ioners, for it appears that the)r stabli ... l1ecl tJ1 
lin at tl1 regular ion in th following Jt1l)T. 1\ d -
fin d on Jul)r 1 4:0 the line f clivi. 10n con1me11 d at lie 
northea t corner of section twent)T-f 011r, to,,rnsl1iJ) igbt)T 
nortl1 1·ange five west, and f ollowecl tl1e line bet,veen ... -
tions thirteen ancl tw nt}T-fo11r westwarcl to th Iowa Ri,·e1· 
and from this point tip the riv r to tl1e cot1nt)· line. i ( Ht c 

~IaJ) III.) 
n .April , 1 -±1, that part of the county lying we t of 

tl1e Iowa Riv r was cleclarecl to con tit11t 'an 1 ctoral 
precinct and to be kno\\n a pr cinct nmnber three' ; and 
tl1e le tions in this precinct wer to be helcl at the 11011 "l 

of.John Hawkin&.; ( 'ee :Map IY.) i this ame e~ ion 

s La1vs of the Tc rritory of I ou.ia, l 45, p. 66. 
'- Records of the County Co1n1nissioners, Book I, p. 15. 

1 Rccorc1s of the Cou11ty Con11ntss1oncrs, Book I, pp. :! 1, 25. 

s Records of tlte Cou11ty Co,nn11~s1011crs, Book I, p. 7,. 



' 

tl1 pl,1c of I cti 011 in tl1C' eco11d })recin t wa. l1an o- <1 
f ron1 the l1ou of \\ a1·r n tiles to tl1a t of lJ11e1· I'ro
smith. 

f11rtl1 1· divi io11 of tl1 11nt,· wa 111ad in 1 4:.. at 
• 

th J anuar,· C' ion of tl1 ommi . ion r b,r cli, i iino- tl1 • • 

tl1irc1 precinct b~,. :.1 li11 1) ei.nnin o- 011 tl1 Io~~a Ri ,r 1· and 
1·unnino- cl11e we. t l)ctwe n . tion · twent,,.-two ancl tw nt,,._ 

• • 
,,. n, town l1ip e,1e11tJ1-11iu nortl1. 1:\ll tl1 ter1·ito1·J" 

south of thi lin wa 1 io-nat <l pre inct numb r four, 
ancl tl1 JJlace of l1ol<li110- l ction wa. lo at cl at tl1 l1ou 
of Jacob Fr:y·. At tl1 sam . ion of tl1 Boar 1 pr cin t 
11un1ber fi,,.e wa c1· af(lcl by :lil"idin°· th concl J)re in t 
b,,. a line 1·unnino- nortl1 ancl 011tl1 011 mil ea t of tl1 • 

town l1i1) li11 cli,"idin~ ra110- ix and ev n. 'l,11 l1ou of 
1f. P. nfc1\..lli. te1-- wa nam c1 b,,. tl1C' Commi . ioner a · tl1 

• 

pol lino- plac . 0 
(.. ir a J) , .... ) On fin els on tl1 r orcl 

for tl1i . e sion tl cl1a11_0-C' in tl1e plac of l ·tion in tl1e 
econcl p1·ecin t f1,01n tl1 l1ou e of IIamilton I-I. K rr to tl1 

town of ._ olon; but 110 m ntion i mad of tl1 tim wh n 
tl1e hou e of 11.l)nrr rro mitl1 was alJan<lon cl, as tl1e plac 
for election , f 01· tl1 l1ou of K rr. 

Prop 1· nan1e~ ,v re a . ign d to s01n of tl1 . e pr c-inct 
in 1 43 ince lectio11 juc1 o-es ar 11am d lJy tl1e 01nmis-
ioners for Iowa ity pr ci11ct, f 01· Big G1·ov precinct, and 

for Mo111--oe pr cinct. The otl1 r two we1· lmo\vn b)" n11111-
b r 11niil J ul3 .. 3, 1 44, wl1 n acco1·c1ino- to tl1e r cords all 
of th fiv"C' arc ref ,rr cl to b:v· names i11stead of number . • 

Thus precinct nurnl) r on was call cl Iowa ity; J)r cinct 
u11mb r two, Bio- Gro,,. ; J)r cinct number tl1r , I ar 

1

re k; l)r cinct numb r four Old Man's r k; and pr -
cinct nt1mber fi,,. 1fonro .10 

o provision was made for tl1 stablishm nt of civil 
0 

11ccords of the C'<>unty Co,n,nissioncrs, Book I, p. 153. 
1

0 Records of th£ Cou11t1; C<>11z11us~1011crs, Book II, pp. 24, 25, :;, 111. 
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to,vnships in Johnson County until petitions came before 
the Board of County Commi ssioner s at the January session 
in the year 1844. On this occasion three separate petitions 
for the establishment of townships west of tl1e I owa River 
were presented for thei1" consideration. Owing to the con
fusion of overlapping boundaries, as r equested in the pe
titions, no action was taken on the subject by the Commis
sioners at this session.11 In April of the same year (1844) 
another petition came up '' from sundry citizens' ' of lear 
Creek voting precinct, l'equesting the establishment of a 
civil township in that vicinity. The 1·ecord breaks off sud
denly, which seems to indicate a want of information or a 
postponement of consideration for the session. The wo1'ds 
''commencing at the southeast corner of to\vnship eighty'', 
being all that is found in this connection, suggests that the 
civil to,vnship under consideration was n11m ber eighty 
north, range seven west.12 

It was not until April, 1845, that any civil to\\·nship was 
established in Johnson County. Then the Com1nissioneI·s 
took the initiative, so far as can be lea1'D.ed, and decided 
upon the name of ''Big Grove '' for to,vnship eight)'"-one 
no1'th, range six west. The first election for the local of
ficer s of the to,vnship was held at t11e Big Grove school 
house on the first Monday in Ap1'il, 1 46 - which was the 
r eg·ula1· election day for to,vnsl1ip officer s throug·hout the 

1 1 Records of the County Commissioners, Book I I , p . 70. 
' ' On t he 1st and 2nd aays of this session thr ee P etitions were presented 

to this Board for the Organization of T ownships of a portion of this County 
west of the I owa River, and the Boarcl having duly considered sd Petitions, 
find t hat the bounds as proposed, interfere with each other, and therefore- I t 
is consider ed that no action shall be had on either of said petitions at this 
Term ''· 

12 Records of the C()11,nty Co111mi.ssioners, Bo-0k I I, p. 81. 
On the petition of sundry citizens of Clear Creak Precinct f or the organiza

tion of a township with tbe following bounds: '' Commencing at t he South
East Corner of Township 80 ''. 

• 
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Te1·rito1·y.13 
( ee Map VI.) Mo1·eover, early in th year 

1 46 there appears to have been a general demand for the 
establishment of civil to\vnships throughout the county, 
which, with but a single exception, 1--esulted in the pr liini
nary definition of boundaries for all th territory of the 
county in the fo1·m of civil to,vnships. 

The first petition in 1 46 came from the settle1·s in to \vn
ship eighty-one north, range five west; and it will b no
ticed that this territory li s just east of Big Grove to,vn-
hip which was established in the fall of 1 45. The petition 

was heard and favorably considered by the Commissioners. 
The name ''Cedar'' was given to the new to ,vnship; and 
the first election was called at the house of Philo Haynes. 
( ee Map VII.) No date being mentioned, one must con
clucle that the election was held on the same day as that of 
the other townships, namely, the :first 11onday in pril, 
1846.14 

1foreo,Ter, it appears that the first townships established 
coincided with the congressional lines accoI·ding to th pe
titions of the citizens who occupied the territory. This was 
also true of Iowa ity township, fo1-- the establishment of 
which no petition was p1'esented from the inhabitants. In 
this instance the record of the Commissioners reads that 
' to,vnship seventy-nine north, rang·e six west, shall be 
known as I owa City to\vnship, and the first lection sl1all 
be held at the cou1·t house in Iowa ity''.15 (See Map 
, rrr.) 

At an extra session of the Board of Commissioners which 
was held in February, 1846, the chief business was that of 

13 Records of the County Commissioners, Book II, p. 159; Lau.1s of the 
Territory of Iowa, 1845, p. 27. 

1
4 Records of the County Convmissioners, Book II, p. 207. 

ir; R ecords of the County Com1tnssioners, Book II, pp. 207, 217. 
The court house in 1\-hich this election was held stoocl on the southeast 

corner at the intersection of Olin ton and Harrison streets. 
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establishing and naming civil to\vn hips. At this time it 
was customary for the people of a certain neighborhood to 
:fix upon the boundaries, which were then usually specified 
in the petition asking for the establisl1ment of tl1e town
ship. The ommissione1 .. s as a rule followed the lines as 
described in the petition. This method as a matter of fact 
frequently r esulted in the division of congressional town
ships in the formation of civil townships, which led to 
many readjustments in to\vnship boundaries in the st1lJse
quent l1istory of the county. All of the first elections in 
the to\vnships established at this extra session of the Boa1'd 
took place on the :first Monday in April, 1 46. 

Acco1 .. ding· to the records cott to \Vnship was to include 
all the territory of congressional township seventy-nine 
north, 1~ange :five west. This is definite and simple, the 
thirty-six square miles neecling no othe1" description. ( ee 
Map VII.) The first election was to be held at the school 
house near the home of Matthew Tenicke, 

Pleasant Valley to\vnship was to be composed of all that 
part of Johnson County south of to\vnship sevent)""-nine 
north, ranges five and six west, lying east of the Iowa 
River. It included congressional townships seventy-seven 
and seventy-eight north, range five west, and the fractions 
of the same to,vnships in range six, lying east of the Iowa 
River. (See Map. VII.) The first election was to be held 
at the house of Robert Walker.16 

Monroe township is described as formed from the part of 
Johnson County which lies in congressional to,vnsbips 
n1.1m bered eighty-one north in ranges seven and eight west, 
and north of the Iowa River. (See Map VII.) Here the 
first election was to be held at the home of William Du
pont.17 

16 Records of the Cownty Commissi.oners, Book II, p. 217. 

11 Records of the County Comrnissioners, Book II, p. 218. 

• 



Penn to,vnship reqt1ire a mor·e detailed description 
which, as found in the 1·ecord , 1 .. eac1s: '' ommencing at the 
middle of the main hanncl of th Iowa River, wher the 
north line of to,vn hip nun1ber sev nty-nine range six 
cro ses the same, then we t alono- this to,vnsbip line to tl1e 
northwe t corner of the sam to,vnsl1ip, then north on tl1e 
1·ange line two miles, then we t one mil , tl1en north on 
n1ile, then we t to the west line of to,vnship eighty north, 
range seven west, then on the range line to the Iowa River, 
and then with the 1·i ver to the place of beginning.'' ( e 
1Iap VII.) The first election in thi to,vn hi1) was to be 
held at the school house near ha })man 's.1 " 

In the desc1·iption of Penn to,vnship no mention is mad 
of the change in the boundaries of Big G1·ove to,vnship as 
established in 1 45. As a matter· of fact the po1·tion of 
to,vnship eighty-one no1·th, rang·e six west, lJ'ing south of 
the Iowa Riv I" now became a part of Penn to,vnship. 
( ompa1--e Maps \71 and VII.) This change mad little 
difference, however, in the affairs of the to,vnship of Big 
Grove, since elections had not yet been l1eld in any of the 
townships. 

One of the larger divisions of the county made at tl1is 
time for civil pu1--poses was the to,vnship of lear Creek, 
which was composed of fractions of several congressional 
townships. ommencing at the nortl1west corner of con
gressional to,vnship seventy-nine no1·th, 1·ang·e SL"{ west, the 
boundary line of this civil to,vnsbip follows the southern 
and western botmdary of Penn township until it 1·eaches the 
north-west corner of to,vnship eighty north, range seven 
west; then it runs west on the to,vnsl1ip line until the west 
line of the county is reacl1ed; then down the county line 
until it reaches the middle of to\vnship seventy-nine, rang·e 
eig·ht west; then east along this line to the west line of 

18 Records of the County Commissioners, Book II, p. 218. 



162 IOWA JOURNAL OF IIISTORY A .. ,D POLITICS 

to,vnship seventy-nine, range six west; then north to the 
place of beginning·. ( See Jyf a p VII.) The first election 
was called at the house of Bryan Denni , who was a citizen 
of the <listrict described. 

It is noticeable that the bounda1"'ies of lear Creek town
ship leave the fractional part of to,vnship eighty-one, range 
eight west, lying south of the Iowa Rive1"', witl1out any or
ganization, since it was left out of 1fonroe at the time of 
its organization and is not now incl11ded in lear l"eek.19 

( ee Map VII.) 
Newport to,vnship in its original form included all of 

congressional to,vnship eighty north 1·ange five west, and 
all of the same to\\1nshlp in range six, lying east of the 
Iowa River. ( ee Map VII.) It will be I"emembered that 
Penn to\vnship was, in part, compo ed of the remainde1" of 
congressional to,vnship eighty north I"ang·e six west, which 
lay west of the river. The first election was called at the 
ho11se of Cornelius Lancaste1·. 

Liberty township was at :first composed of a part of that 
po1--tion of the cotmty which lies along the southe1--n bound
ary of the cot1nty and may be best described in the lan
guage of th order by which it was established. It in
cludes all that pa1--t of Johnson Count)r '' ommencing· at 
the south line of the County on the west bank of the Iowa 
River, then up the river to the 011th line of to,vnslrip sev
enty-nine, 1--ang·e six west, then west to the s011th west corner 
of said to,vnship, then north on the 1·ange line to the center .. 
of t]1e west line of the same township then we t to tl1e cen
ter of to,vnship seventy-nine, rang·e se·ven west, then south 
to the county line; then east to t11e place of beg·inning' '. 
(See Map VII.) In this to,vnship the fir t election was 
ordered to be held at the house of John mith.20 

10 R ecords of the County Commissioners, Book II, p. 219. 

20 Records of the Count y Co111nnss1on<,rs, Book I I, p. 219. 

• 
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The last of the orders of the Commissioners in :fi~ing the 
preliminary boundary lines fo1' civil to,vnships in the yea1~ 
of 1 46 relates to the to\vnship of Washington, which lies 
in the southwest corner of tl1e county. In the beginning 
this township included mor·e than twice its present ar a. 
The lines ]imi ting it w re the western boundary of the 
to\vnship of Liberty, commencing in the middle of the south 
line of township sevent;T-eigl1t range seven west, then run
ning north to the middle of to,vnship seventy-nine, range 
seven west, then west to tl1e county line then south to the 
co1~ner of the county, and finally east to the place of begin
ning. ( ee 1'1ap VII.) The first election was to occul'· at 
the home of William Fry.21 

This completes the original division of th t rritory of 
Johnson ounty into civil to\vnslrips -with the exception 
of the small fraction of to,vnship eighty-one north, range 
eight west, lying south of the Iowa River. This first dis
tricting of the county into civil districts was accomplisl1ed 
by the Board in 1 45 and 1 46 and is fully illt1st1·ated by 
iiaps VI and VII. 

In April, 1 47, a petition was presented f1~om seventeen 
citizens of Scott to,vnship asking to have that to,vnship 
attached to Iowa ity to\vnship for civil purposes. The 

ommissioners took the petition unde1-- consideration an 1 
finally agreed to place it on file until their next session, 
which would occur in July.22 ar ful examination of the 
1'eco1--ds of the July meeting reveals no recorcl of any fur
ther action on the subject. Not, indeed until the October 
session of the Boa1'cl was any cbang·e made in the bound
aries of tl1is township, Then the bounda1~ies were alterecl 
so tl1at sections thirty-fou1--, tbi1'ty-five, and thi1~ty-six ancl 
the sot1th l1alf of sections twenty-seven, twenty-six, ancl 

21 Records of the County Comnnsszoners, Book II, p. 220. 
22 Records of the County Commissioners, Book II, p. 280. 
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twent)~-five of township eig·l1ty nortl1, rang·e five west, were 
attached to cott to,vnship ''for all rivil and judicial pur
poses''. It will be obse1--ved that these sections ancl frac
tion of sections were taken f1 .. om Newpo1·t town hip, thus 
altering· the l)ounda1~ies of that to,vnship as cle cribecl in 
1 46. ( ee fap \7Ill.) 

During tl1is ame October, 1 47, session of tl1e ommis
sioners and witl1out petition 01· sug·gestion so fa1· as tl1e 
r ecorcls show, the lines of othe1· civil to,vnships we1·e 
cl1ang·ecl, inclicating the uncertainty of what ,vas t]1ouo•ht 
lJe. t to be done witl1 the scattered settlements of the time. 
\f asl1ington to,vn hip was enlarged l))T taking the north 
half of congres ional to,vnsl1ip seventy-nine, 1·ang·e eig·11t 
west, from lear reek and gi,ing it to Wasl1in o-ton. Tlus 
left lear reek in a very unsatisfactory shape fo1· a civil 
township, as will be observecl by a stud}r of :Ofap , ?"III.23 

Moreover, it is interesting· to notice the next move of the 
citizens of township sevent)"-nine north, rang·e se, ... en west, 
wl1ich, however, did not occur until five 3rea1·s hacl passed, 
or until 1 52. 

At the August, 1 52, session the ounty ourt was pe
titioned to mal{e a new township out of cong1 .. essional to,vn
ship seventy-nine north, range seven west. Count~r Com
missioners were no long·er sitting· in judgment on tl1ese pe
titions, since by this time they had been succeeded in au
thority by the County Judge. The petition in question 
came from citizens of three civil to,vnships as then estab
lished, namely, Clea1-- 1·eek, Washington, and Liberty. 
They declared in their petition that they were pt1t to great 
inconvenience in attending· elections ancl public meetings 
in the to\vnships as then establisl1ec1, pointing out that the 
new arrangement would be much better for all concerned. 
Judge Lee heard the request, which was sig·ned by John 

2s R ecords of the County Comnnssioners, Book II, p. 297. 

• 
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D . ..ibel, Edward Tudor anc1 thi1·ty-tbree otl1e1' citizen . 
After due consideration it was ord red b)r tl1e Judge tha 
the boundaries of the new to,vn lrip, ralled 11ion, be fi .. eel 
as ''p1·a)-red for'' which meant that it would inclu<l tl1 
whole of congressional to\vn hip se," nt)·-nin no1'th, rang 
even west. Thus Union to,,·n hip wa made UJ) of ter1·i

tor3 ... taken f1·om three civil to,vn hip pr viously org·aniz cl. 
( ee 1Iap IX.) The fir t election was to be l1eld at tl1e 
house of James eahorn on the first ~1onda in April 
1 53.24 

In :01arch, 1 54, Ebenezer Bivins, P . P . a1'dwell, William 
A . Howard, and thir ty-seven others petitioned tl1e ounty 
Judge to di,ide Monroe to,vnship on the rang·e lin between 
rano-es seven ancl eig·ht so tl1at it would retain all of to,,·n
. hip eighty-one no1·tl1, 1·an°·e eig·l1t ,,e t, l)wg nortl1 of tl1e 
Iowa Rive1·; while a new to,vn hip, to be callecl J effer on, 
was to be established including the remainde1· of Mon1·oe 
as :first establisl1ed and 01·ganized, or all of to,vnsl1ip eigl1t3T
one north, range seven west, lying· north of the Iowa Ri,Tcr. 
( ee 1Iap . ) The request was granted; and the fir t 
election was orde1·ed to be held as usual on tl1e 1·eg·ula1' cla1T 
for the election of officers of civil to\vn hip , at the bot1s 
of Walter F . Lloyd.25 

Union to,vnsl1ip was also moclified at this time, altl1ough 
one mig·ht uppose its bouncla1--ies w r·e as n a1· pe1·fect as 
the;r could be made. A. German citizen Gotleb Ro sler~ 
(p1·obably Gottlieb Rossler), p1'esented bis indiviclual peti
tion for a change that is rather peculiar. He wished to 
have sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, , 9, 10, 11, and 12 of to,vn
ship seventy-eight nortl1, ra.nge seven west, except tlie 
soutli-west o,ze-f ourtli of sectio11 seve1i, aclcled to Union 
township. The Judge appears to have taken a favo1·able 

2
-1 Records of the Co1111ty J udge, Book II!i, p. 163. 

2
:; Records of the County Judge, Book III, p. 349. 
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view of this request - although one can not see whjr the 
exception should l)e made in the case of section seven. .t\.c
cordingly, the changes were 01 .. dered as requested and the 
bounda1'ies rc-f ormed by giving detailed outlines. To SJ s
tematic 01'der of lJegjnning is observed in the description, 
but the aim seems to have been to find a point that could 
be located without error. In this case the clescriJ)tion of 
the bounda1"y line begins at the northeast corneI· of town
ship seventy-nine north, range seven west, 1~uns south on 
the 1 .. ang·e line to the southeast cornet"' of section twelve, 
township seventy-eight north, range seven west, then west 
on the section line to the southwest corner of the southeast 
quarter of section seven of the last-mentioned to,vnship, 
then north to the center of section se-ven, then west to the 
west line of the congr essional to ,vnship, then north on tl1e 
1,ange line to the northwest corner of to,vnship seventy
nine no1·th, 1--ang·e se,ten west, and then east to the place of 
beginning.26 (See ~1:ap X.) 

The large territory included in Clea1, Creek township as 
01·iginally established was g·radually reduced by the f orma
tion of other townships. Union had been taken larg·el!· 
f1'om it; and now in 1 56 a petition comes for a econtl 
to,vnship to be formed from cong·ressional to,vnship eig·l1ty 
north, range eight west, and the fractional part of to,vnship 
eighty-one, rang·e eight, lyi1ig soiitli of tlie I oica River. 
(See 1\1ap XI.) The petition was signed by W. H. otter, 
Luther Doty, Hiram B. ~1cMicken, and forty-one otl1e1,s. 
The to,vnship name selected by the petitioners was '' Ox
ford ''.27 This was ten years after the establishment of 
1\1onroe township, the fractional part of the congressional 
township of wl1ich Monroe was a part not having been p1·0-
vided for until this time. ( See Map VII.) The first elec-

20 Records of the County Judge, Book III, p. 350. 

21 Records of the County Judge, Bo-0k III, pp. 589, 590. 

• 



TOWN HIP I JOI! SO COUNTY 167 

iion for Oxfo1·tl town hip was 01·de1·ed to be held at the 
house of John L. Hartwell. 

G1·aham to,vn hip date its establi hment £1 .. om 1 57 when 
Judge Lee de c1·ibed the bounda1·ies in these wo1·ds : ' o...n
mencing at the soutl1ea t co1·ner of township eight)T nor·th, 
range five west nortl1 on the county line to the no1·t.heast 
corner of the same to ,vn hip, west to the no1·tl1west co1·ner 
of section :fi:,re soutl1 on tl1e section line to the soutbw st 
corner of section thi1·ti~-two, then east to the place of lJe
g1nning. '' ( ee Iap II.) This was in fact a division of 
Newport to ,vnsl1i1) a establi hed in 1 46. The first election 
was 01·dered to be held at the house of 11iles I(. Lewis. 2 -

The first official mention of Fremont to,vnship is in the 
1·eturns of an election on the question of issuing bonds for 
the construction of a railroad. This occurred in p1·il, 
1 57. For er,1ice. at tl1i election in Fremont to,vn l1i1) 
Daniel . Ball wa allowed on dollar" and :fift)r cent . . 20 

As organized in 1 46 Pleasant ,r alley included the territo1•37 

now in Fremont. In 1 70 the to ,vnshi p of Lincoln did not 
embrace that portion of tl1e colmty which is today included 
in Fremont to,vn::,l1ip. Tl1e co11clusion follows tl1en, from 
other data mentioned above tl1at the to,vnsbip was org·an
ized in the earl; .. part of 1 37. ( 1ee 1\Iap XII.) The coun
ty reco1"ds, howeve1·, throw no light on this subject beyoncl 
the item mentioned, and iuquir3r fails to produce any tl1r
tber inf Olllla tion. 

The establi hment of Oxford to,vnsl1ip left Clea1~ 1·eek 
to,vnship witl1 a small territory. This seems to have led 
several citizen to petition f 01· a cl1ang·e in bounda1·ies by 
which some of the ter1·itor)T of l 1nion would be acl<led to 

lear 1·eelr. Acco1·ding to the cl1anges orclered by Judge 
Lee in J u13~, 1 37 t he l)ouncla1·ies of Clea1~ C1·eek were 

2s Records of the County J udge, Book IT, p. 71. 
2

0 R ecords of the County Judge, Book IV, p. 117. 
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brought to their present desc1·iption on the soutl1. The 
northern line was not changed. The south boundary be
gan at the southeast corne1-- of section one, to,\·nsbip sev
enty-nine nortl1, range seven west, and followed the ection 
line west to the range line. This change took six sections 
from Union to,vnship.30 (See Map XII.) 

Hardin to,vnship was very simple in its e tablishment 
and organization. It appears that William Ha1·clin antl 
others presented a petition to Judge ire learJT earlv in 
1 5 for a chang·e in the boundaries of the townshi1) called 
Washington by giving a separate organization to congres
sional to,vnship seventy-nine north, 1·ange eight west, whicl1 
was to be called ''Hardin''.31 ( ee 1ap XIII.) Bl1t the 
civil township thus erected on the ha is of congre ional 
township seventy-nine dicl not 1·emain lon°· witl1 the e 
boundaries as will be seen in another petition. Tl1e fi1--st 
election in Hardin to,vnship was held at the school house 
in the village of Windham, which was loca tecl on section 
thirty-£ our. 

On the petition of Geo1·ge T. Davis and others J uclge 
Mc lea1·y orderecl anotl1e1-- ci,7il township to be formed out 
of cong·ressional to,vnship seventy-eight north, 1--ange seven 
west. This was done in tl1e year 1 5 . Bef 01--e tl1is time 
cong·ressional to,vnshi1) seventy-eight was incll1ded in the 
civil to,vnships of Liberty and Washington - the west 
half being in Washington and tl1e east half in Liberty. 
This, indeed, had been its situation from 1 46 to 1 5 . 
(See Map VII.) 

Tl1e change made in the lines of Union township in 1 52, 
by wllich the two tiers of sections on the northern boundary 
of to\vnship seventy-eight north, rang·e seven west, except
ing· one quarter section, were addecl to Union ( ee Tuiap X.), 

so R ecords of the County Judge, Book IV, p. 147. 

s1 R ecords of the County Judge, Book I"\T, p. 2-±4. 

• 
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was now (in 1 5 ) r stored, making the n w to,vnship of 
haron a full congressional township as it remains at the 

present time.32 ( ee Map XIII.) 

A slight modification of the boundaries of tl1ree to,rn
ships was made by Judg Mc leary in 1 5 on petition of 
citizens of the different comm11nities. A. H. H11mph1-- ys 
p1 .. esented the r equest as one of the n11mb r. The cl1ange 
asked for as given in the r ecords reads: '' ommencing at 
the south-east corner of to,vnsl1ip seventJr-nin , range ight, 
then west three-f ouI·ths of one mil , then noI·th tl11--ee miles, 
east three-fourths of one mil , then south to tl1e place of 
beginning''. The ter1--itory thus described was to be added 
to Union township. Again, the no1·th half of th north half 
of section one, to,vnship seventy-eight north, 1·ange ight 
west, was also to be added to Union. This petition, more
o,-re1--, came from citizens of three diffe1--ent civil townships. 
Against this proposed change .A. D. Packard and others 
filed a remonstrance protesting against the inclusion of th 
territory taken from Harclin to,vnship. The matter was 
continued from the session of the ounty ourt in which 
it was presented until the January session in 1859 by agree
ment of the parties in the case.33 At the meeting of the 
Court in Janua1 .. y no mention is made of the matter, and it 
is probable that the remonstrance was withdra,vn . .At any 
1--ate the petition was g1·anted and the additional t rritory 
given to Union to,vnship, It will be noticed that this took 
a fourth of one section from Washington to,vnship, a con
dition which, if records are complete, is found to exist at 
the present day. ( See Map III.) 

In the meantime, that is between the offering of tl1e pe
tition last above mentioned and its determination, a change 

32 R ecords of the County Judge, Book IV, p. 256. 

33 Records of the Cownty Judge, Book IV, pp. 403, 420. See Plat Book and 
Tax List of Union Townsb1p for 1910, Tax List, pp. 16, 3, 12, 22. 

VOL. IX-12 
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was made in the boundaries of Iowa City and Newport 
townships by the taking that part of sections thirty-three 
and thirty-four in to,vnship eighty north, range six west, 
which lies east of the Iowa River from Newport and placing 
it under the jurisdiction of Iowa ity to\vnship. This cam 
about through the petition of Sylvan11s Johnson and otl1e1· 
citizens of these sections.34 ( ee Map XIII.) 

The official act of the ounty Judge in reference to the 
establishment of Madison to,vnship can not be found, since 
the county records for 1 60 are wanting·. There is a 1~ecord 
furnished by the clerk of that township, William Sh1imp, 
who filled that office some years ago, p1 .. obably about 1 0. 
He g-ives the date of establishment as 1 60. George fc
Clea1·y was judge at that time and it is for the last yea1· of 
his te1--m that the record is not available. But it is not 
difficult, however, to surmise the description of the portion 
of Penn to,vnsLip ( ee l\1ap VII.) which was to be included 
in the new to,vnship. It will be remembered that in 1846 
the Iowa River formed the boundary of Penn to,vnship for 
many miles on its northe1 .. n border. The new i:>lan reduced 
the size of the latte1· materially, as will be seen by compa1·
ing the two Maps VII and XIV. Details of the lines which 
desc1--ibe l\Iadison are as follows: Commencing~ at the 
southeast corner of section fourteen, to\vnship eig·hty north, 
range seven west, the boundary line follows the section line 
north until it intersects the Iowa River. From this point 
it follows the river until the rang·e line between 1·anges 
seven and eight west is crossed; then it follows this 1·ange 
line until the southwest corner of section eigl1teen, to,vn
ship eighty north, rang·e seven west, is reachecl; and f1 .. om 
this point it proceeds eastwarcl to the place of beg·i11ning·. 
Thus, Madison to,vnship includes the f1·actional pa1·ts of 
two cong·ressional to,vnsbips. If a petition was p1--csented 

34 Records of the County J udge, Book IV, p. 419. 

• 
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at the time, which can not now be det rmined, it contained 
p1"obably the suggestion of the boundaries described if not 
the exact wording theI·eof. Fu1'thermore, the to\vnship 
may have been named by the citizens in their petitior .35 

( ee Map XIV.) Th first election of offic l'S was to be 
held at the log school house near wan Lake . 

.After 1 60 the changes in township boundaries become 
less frequ ent and are of a mino1' nature. The large di
visions had be n practically agreed upon. Mor over, it is 
noticeable that in all the modifications that have thus far 
occurred no objection was raised on the part of the county 
authorities to the a1"rangements proposed by the p tition
e1's. At least the r ecords indicate no such opposition. 
Only one r emonstrance is recorded in any case and that 
came from a body of citizens. 

The Board of upervisors came into office and began 
their duties in January, 1861. Their :first official act with 
l"eference to township organization was to divide Pleasant 
Valley township by a line commencing at the north rn 
boundary of township seventy-eight north, range five west, 
on the half section line of section five and following this 
half section line to the sou th line of the township named, 
dividing sections five, eight, seventeen, twenty, twenty
nine, and thirty-two. The territory west of this line re
tained the name of Pleasant Valley while that east of the 
line was called Lincoln to,vnsl1ip. The question of election 
this time was ref erred to the committee of the Board on 
township organization. It appears from the minutes that 
the movement res1tlting in tltis division was begun by 
Supe1·viso1 .. Dilatush, and the date of the 01·der was June 
8, 1870. 

Late1" in the same month it was ordered by the Boa1--d that 
the officers of Pleasant Valley should exercise the same 

36 Johnson Courity H istory, 1883, p. 732. 
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authority over Lincoln township that they did oveI' their 
o,vn to,vnship until an election should be held, the same as 
if no division had occurred.36 The cause of the delay in 
holding the election in Lincoln township was the opposition 
of certain citizens to the change. They presented petitions 
of protest, and the question was not finally deterinined 
until April, 1 71, when the parties a pp eared before the 
Board of Supervisors to argue the case. After the argu
ments were hea1'd the upervisors took some time for con
sideration. 37 Later at the same session it was decided, by 
a vote of two to one in committee, to change the line of di
vision as desc1i.bed on the half section line to the section 
line between sections four and five and then to the south 
boundary. This, it will be seen, moved tl1e line of division 
one half mile to the east. ( ee 1fap \ r.) Tl1e fi1, t com
mittee on this matter were . H. H emsted, Christopl1er 
Fuhrmeister, and Wm. T. Buck. The second committee in
cluded upervisors amuel purrie1 .. , ~1. J. ~f OI'sman, ancl 
L. R. Wolf. 

In 1873 citizens of Iowa City to,vnshlp asked to have an 
organization separate from that of the city so far as to,vn
ship government was conce1'ned, ancl they offered a petition 
in support of this request. After investigation a special 
committee of the Board of upervisors r eported on the 
matter in January, 1 73. .According to their r epo1't the 
census of 1 69 g·ave the population of Iowa ity as ex
ceeding· four thousand, or 6,548. The signers of the peti
tion living outside of the city, according to the poll books 
which were examined, constituted the required n11mber, of 
a majority. The committee I'eported that all tl1e condition 
of the law had been complied with. The official act estab
lishing the to\vnship of Lucas followed this 1~eport. All the 

se Minutes of the County Supervisors, Book II, pp. 485, 501, 523, 524. 
3

7 Minutes of the County Supervisors, Book III, p. 35. 
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territory out ide of the corpo1 .. ate limits of Iowa ity was 
to form one to,vnship to be called Lucas, while the city ar a 
was to retain the name of Iowa ity to,vnship. ( ee Map 
X'\r.) Polling plac for th comjng general election were 
fixed at the cou1"t l1ou e for the people of Iowa it}r to,vn
ship and the fair" ground for the people of Lucas to,vn-
ship. 3 

( e fap '\r.) 

The first change in the boundaries of Iowa ity to,vn
ship, after tl1e fo1·mation of Lucas from th te1·rito1"y out
side of the corporation, was due to th change in chool 
districts. ome di cu sion a1 .. ose betw en the independent 
di trict of Iowa itJ' and tl1e school townsl1ip of Lucas, and 
as a result it became d ir"able to r ear1"ang the lines of 
Iowa ity to,vn hip. The changes then (.c\.pI·il 7, 1879) 
includecl the small })01·tion of t 1·1·ito1'y a<lcletl to th inde
pendent district. It b gan on tl1 l ft banlr of the Iowa 
Rive1 .. at the southwe t co1~ r of lot th1·ee as surveJ'"ed by 
the United tates gove1·nment, in section fifteen. From 
this point tl1e boundary ext ndccl ea twar 1 to the southeast 
co1"ller of the nortl1we t qua1'te1· of the soutl1we t qua1·te1 .. of 
section f ou1't en; then north to the north ast corn 1· of the 
west one-half of the s011tl1west qua1·te1· of ection two; then 
west to the no1 .. tl1west corner of the east half of tl1 south
east quarter of section thr·ee; and then south to the no1~th 
line of section ten. This, together witl1 tl1e original ter1·i
tor3"' of Iowa ity to,vnsl1ip, became tl1e new to,vnsl1ip of 
Iowa ity.30 ( ee ~fap XV.) 

38 Minutes of tlie Co-unty Supervi.sors, Book III, pp. 158, 159. Also Sec• 
tion three, Chapter Fifty•two, Acts of the Fourteenth General L1.sse11ibly

1 
1872, 

p. 60. 

Returns of assessor for the year 1 72 showed that there were 472 legal 
voters outside the city corporation. Of these 2 4 signed the petition, that is, 
a majority as r equired by the law. Samuel Spurrier was the special comnuttee 
appointed by the Board of SuperYisors to iuvestigate and report. 

ao Minutes of the County Supervisors, Book IV, p. 31. See Lucas township 
School Board Minutes, August 26, 1876, and April 13, 1878. ee township 
plats as compared "ith original surveys by F. II. L ee. 
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01·iginall)- tb bounclari s of Lucas to,rn hip corr spo11cl
ecl to tl1e congr sional township of Iowa it)T as e tab

lished in 1 46 - if tl1e cl1ang in tl1 lin of \\7 st J..111cas ca11 
be account d f 01~. 

1

on1cwl1 r betwe n the J·ea1· 1 5 an(1 

1 70 the w t tl1ree-f our th of ections nin t en, thirt:y·, ancl 
thirty-one of what wa Iowa it)" to,vnship, or congr ssion
al to,vnship sev nty-nine nortl1, range six w t, was aclcled 

to nion town hip; but no record can b f 011ncl to sbo"-· 
when or how tl1is cl1ange was macl . It l1app ns tl1at the 
portion of th town 11ip mentioned is the exact cou11terpa1·t 
of that on th w t line of nion wl1ich wa aclded bJT p ti
tion in 1 5 . It may bav be n addecl then as a matter of 
accommoclation; but this is mer ly an inference, tl1ere bcin <r 

no specific autl1orit)· in tl1e records for sucl1 a concl11 ion. 
Th natural div:i ion of Lucas township into two parts by 
tl1 riv r led to tl1 e ta bli 11Illent of two election pre ·incts 
on June 2, 1 74; ancl in tl1 r turns of lections th division 
came to be called \\Te t Lucas ancl East Lucas without th 
t rm '' precinct ' tl1er to attacl1 d. Fience it " Ta quite 
nc1t11ral to spealc 01~ write of vV st I..1uca to,vn 11ip; and a 

a matter of fact in tl1e minutes of tl1 olmh Boa1·d of .. 
UJ)ervisors this t 1·m do s appea1· before it use1 is war

rante l by an)r al1tborit)T other· tl1an cu toni.4 0 The same 

term is again use 1 in th minutes for 1 91- probablJ· ,lfte1~ 
a p tition -was offe1·ecl but before a11y al1tl1orit.. wa g·i,

1
en 

for sucl1 l1se.
11 

Th a ctual clivi io11 into Ea t Ll1cas ancl 
West Lucas was ordered on April , 1 91. , inc a chang 
i11 tl1e boun(laries of these to"rnships i 0 ·i,ren below in fl111 

it is not n ces arJ- to reJ)eat he1·e tl1e out itl bol1nc1arie of 
tl1e townslti.ps. Tb onl5 ... cl1angc that took: l)lac inc tl1e 
establis11ment of th fir t boundaries of Iowa 1itJ" to,vn-

40 Minutes of tlte County Supt,,rvisors, Book 1,,, p. 323. 

41 Minutes of the County Supervisors, Book V, pp. 476, 4 1. 



TOWN HIP IN JOHJ. 0 COUNTY 175 

ship has been mentioned above in connection with the Union 
to,vnship boundary. 

The last change in boun<la1 .. ies, the description of which 
contains the outlines of East Lucas and W t Lucas a1 d 
the boundaries of Iowa i ty town l1ip , wa ,l recent as 

eptembe1· 1910. The minutes of the Boa1·d of upervis
ors relative to the e bounda1"ies are e:s:act ancl ind ed, were 
d rafted to correspond with the drawing p1"'epared lJy the 
city officers. To describe W st Lucas it is necessar to fol
low the lines very closely to make the chano-e clear eitl1er 
in languag or on the map. on11nencing at tl1e to,vnship 
line between congressional to,vnsl1ips seventy-eight and 
seventy-nine north, range six west, on the west bank of the 
Iowa River, the bounda1·y follows this side of th 1·ivc1~ 
to the limits of Iowa i1y; then it runs west to tl1e south
west corner of the northwest quarter of th southeast ql1a1·
ter of section ix.teen, township seventy-nine; tl1en it pro
ceeds no1"th along tl1e east line of the west half of sections 
sixteen and nine to the north side of the ta te Road to ew
ton and follows the north side of this road to the west line 
of section nine; thence it runs north to the west bank of tl1e 
1·ive1 .. ; then follows tl1e river to tl1e northeast until the north 
line of section nine is reached; tl1en runs east to the north
west co1--ne1 .. of section ten; and thence north io the w st 
bank of the ri,rer. t this point there is a confusing p1·ob
lem that compels one to 1·etrace his st ps, following the 
west l)ank o.f il1e 1·i,re1· in a southwesterl,r ancl finallv north-

~ . 
erly di1·ection around the bend until the nortl1 line of sec-
tion fo11r, township seventy-nine no1"'th, 1--ang·e six we t, is 
reached. Tl1e description from this point is the same as 
for West Lucas to,vnship in 1 91, namelJ·· · west from the 
river on the to,vnship line between townsl1ips seventy-nine 
and eighty to the range line between 1 .. anges six and seven; 
then south to the southwest co1--ne1-- of section eighteen; then 
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east to the northeast corner· of the northwest quarter of the 
no1'theast quarter of section nineteen; then south on the 
ast line of the west half of the east half of sections nine

teen, thirty, and thirty-one to the to,vnship line; and then 
east to the starting point on the rive1·-. ( ee 1'fap XVI.) 

The East Lucas boundary commences at the outheast 
corner of section thirty-six and follows the to,vnsl1ip line 
between townships seventy-eight and seventy-ni11e to the 
river. Then it runs north to the city limits and east to the 
right of way of the main line of the Rock I sland Railroad. 
It follows this right of way in a soutl1easterly direction 
until the east line of section fourteen is 1·eached, tl1en it runs 
north along the east line of this section to the northeast 
corner of the same, then west along the north line of section 
fourteen, to the northwest corne1· of the northeast qua1·ter 
of section fourteen, then north along· the east line of the 
west half of sections eleven and two of to,vns]1ip seventy
nine north, range six west, to the soutl1 side of the Dubuque 
road in section two, then in a westerlJ,. clirection along the 
Dubuque road, on the south side to the southeast corner of 
the northwest quarte1' of the northwest qua1·ter of section 
two, then west to the southwest co1·ne1"' of the northwest 
qua1·ter of the northwest quarter of section three, then 
south on the west line of section three to the east bank of 
the river. It follows the east bank of tl1e 1"'ive1· until the 
north line of section thi1·ty-four, to,vnship eig·bty north, 
range six west, is reached, then runs east to the nor·theast 
corner of the same section thirty-£ ou1', then south to the 
southeast corner of the same section, then east to the north
east corner of section one in to,vnship seventy-nine north, 
range six west ( the 01·igi.nal Iowa City to,vn hip), and 
finally runs south on tl1e l"'ange line between ranges five and 
six to the place of beginning.42 (See Map XVI.) 

42 Minutes of the County Supervisors, Book VIII, p. 38. 

• 
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Big Grove: - Establi bed b3T ord r of the Board of om
missioner s under date of pril 9, 1 45; :fi1 .. t election l1eld 
on first Monday in pril, 1 46; ubsequ nt cl1ano- in 
boundaries occur in 1 46. 

Cedar: - Established by order of th Board of ommi -
sioners under date of January 7, 1 46; fir t election held on 
the fir t Monday in Ap1 .. il, 1 46; no sub equent chang s oc
cur in boundaries. 

lear reek: - E tabli hed b order· of th Board of 
ommi sion I"'S under dat of F l)rl1ary 10, 1 46; first lec

tion held on the first 1onday in April, 1 46; ubsequent 
changes in bounda1"i s occur in Octobe1·, 1 47, ugust, 1 52,. 
March, 1 56, and July, 1 57. 

Frenio1it : - Established by order of tl1e Judg of the 
County ourt in the early part of 1 57; m ntion of the 
to,vnship mad in connection with special lection for 1·ail
road tax held on April 6, 1 57; no subsequent changes occur 
in boundaries. 

Graliani : - Established by order of the Judge of the· 
County ourt under date of January 5, 1 57; first election 
held on April 6, 1 57; no subsequent cl1anges occur in 
boundaries. 

H ardi1i : - Established by order of the J 11dge of tl1e 
County ourt under date of J anua1"'y 4, 1 5 ; .fi1·st election 
held on April 5, 1 5 ; subsequent changes in boundaries 
occur .. in February, 1 5 . 

I owa City: - Established by 01--der of the Board of om
missioners under date of February 10, 1 46; first election 
held on the first Monday in Apr·il, 1 46; subsequent chang·es 
in bounclaries occur in .January, 1 59, J anua1--y, 1873, and 
September, 1910. 

J eff er son : - Established by order of the Judge of the 
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ount-y ourt under date of March 6, 1 54; first election 
held on pril 3, 1 54; no subsequent changes occur in 
boundaries. 

Liberty:- Established by order of the Boar(l of Com
missione1·s 1mder date of February 10, 1846; first election 
held on the first Monday in April, 1 46; subsequent changes 
in bounda1·ies occur in March, 1 54, and Februa1·y, 1 5 . 

Li1icol1i : - E stablished by order of the Board of uper
visors under date of June , 1 70; first election held on 
second Tuesday in October, 1 70; subsequent changes in 
boundaries occur in .A.pril, 1871. 

Litcas : - E tablished by order of the Boa1·cl of Super
viso1·s under date of January 15, 1 73; first election held 
on second Tuesday in October, 1873; s11bsequent cl1anges in 
boundaries occur in April, 1 91. 

Lucas, East: - Established by order of the Board of 
upe1·visors under date of April 8, 1 91; mention of the 

to,vnshlp made in connection with the gene1·al election of 
1 91; subsequent changes in boundaries occu1· in eptem
ber, 1910. 

Lucas, W est : - Established by order of the Board of 
Super·visors under date of April , 1 91; mention of the 
township in connection with the gene1·al election of 1 91; 
subsequent changes in boundaries occur in September, 1910. 

JJladisori: - E stablished by order of the Board of Super
visors in 1860; first election probably held on the second 
Tuesday in October, 1860; no subsequent changes occu1· in 
boundaries. 

"iv! 01iroe : - E stablished by 01·der of the Board of Com
missioners under date of F ebruary 10, 1846; first election 
held on the first Monday in April, 1846; subsequent changes 
in boundaries occur in March, 1854. 

N eioport : - Established by orde1· of the Board of Com
missione1's under date of February 10, 1846; :fi1·st election 

• 
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held on the fir st Monday in April, 1 46; subsequent changes 
in boundaries occur in October , 1 47, January, 1 57, and 
January, 1 59. 

Oxford : - Established by order of the Judge of thr 
County Court under date of Ma1~ch 3, 1 56; first election 
held on April 7, 1 56; no subsequent changes occur in 
boundaries. 

Pe11,11. : - Established by order of the Board of Commis
sioners under date of F bruary 10, 1 46; first election held 
on the first Monday in p1il, 1 46; subsequent changes in 
boundaries occur in October 1 60. 

Pleasa1it Valley : - Established by order of the Board of 
Commissioner unde1-- date of February 10, 1 46; first elec
tion held on the first Monday in April, 1 46; subsequent 
changes in boundaries occur in June, 1 70. 

Scott : - Establish d by order of the Board of ommis
sioners under date of February 10, 1 46; first election held 
on the first Monday in April, 1 46; subsequent changes in 
boundaries occur in October, 1 4 7. 

Sliaro1i: - Established by order of the Judge of the 
County Court under date of February 1, 1 5 ; first election 
held on the :fir st Monday in April, 1 5 ; no subsequent 
changes occur in boundaries. 

Unior1, : - Established by order of the Judge of tl1e Coun
ty Court under date of August 30, 1 52; first election held 
on April 4, 1 53; subsequent changes in boundaries occur 
in March, 1 54, July, 1 57, February, 1858, and some time 
between 1 5 and 1870. 

Washi11gto1i : - Established b order of the Board of 
Commissioners l1nder elate of February 10, 1 46; £1--st elec
tion held on the first 1f on day in pril, 1 46; subsequent 
changes in boundaries occur in October, 1847, August, 1 52, 
Ma1~ch, 1 54, January, 1 5 , and February, 1 58. 
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