
The .L ,.atioual nrunicipal League will hold its annual meeting at 
Buffalo, .1. ... ew York, on November 14-16, 1910. 

The thirteenth annual convention of the League of Iowa l\Iuni­
cipalit1es was held at Waterloo, eptember 20-22, 1910. 

Gold,nn Smith, the eminent historian, passed away on J11ne 7, 
1910, at Toronto. He ,vas eighty-seven years of age. 

Dr. Charles Abiathar White, formerly tate Geologist of l Ol\.,a 

and for many years a Professor in the tate niversity of Iowa, 
passed away during the last week in June. 

~Irs. Judith Ellen Foster, who played such an important part in 
the prohibitory amendment campaign in Iowa in the early eighties, 
died in Washington, D. C., on August 11, 1910. 

A progressive move has been made at the "Gniversity of Rochester 
by the establishment of a Department of Citizenship, Yvhich ,vill be 
devoted largely to the problems of municipal government. ~Ir. 
I·Io,,·ard T. ~Iosher i8 in charge. 

In accordance with an act of the legislature of the State of 1 ew 
York at its last session the Dutch manu<:;cript records of Tew Jether­
land are to be translated and published. The enlightened policy of 
... Tew York relative to the preservation and publication of official 
records and documents should serve as an example for other Com­
monwealths. 

On August 7, 1910, occurred the death of Charles John Alfred 
Ericson at Boone. :Uir. Ericson was born in Sweden in 1 40, and in 
1859 he came to Boone ounty where he entered upon a business 
career. Abundant success attended bis efforts, and the Ericson P11b­
lic Library in the city of Boone is a lasting monument to his n1em­
or:;r. As a member of the General Assembly for many years ~Ir. 
Ericson occupied an influential and useful position. 
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A Legislative Reference Department was established in Ohio by 
a11 act of the leg1slatt1re approved in l\iaJT. The act provides that 
tl1e Department shall be in connection with the State Library, but 
that 1t shall be i11 charge of a person fitted for the work by train­
ing and experience. t\111ong other duties he is to assist in the formu­
lation of bills when requested to do so by members of the legislature. 

WILLL\M $.ALTER 

Dr. William alter passed away at hi home in Burlington, Iowa, 
on August 15, 1910. H e was born in Brooklyn, 1 ew York, on 
J. Tovember 17, 1 21. In 1846, as a member of the famous Iowa 
Band. he came to Burlington and took up his duties as pastor of the 
First ongregational hurch of that place. In this position he re­
mained until the date of his death-a r emarkable record of sixty­

four years' continual service in one pulpit. 
Himself a pioneer of Iowa, coming to the State in the year of its 

admission into the lTnion and witnessing its development from a 
rt1de frontier to a prosperous, influential Commonwealth, he was 
admirably fitted to write t1pon subjects in Iowa history. And so 
from time to time he devoted himself to historical writing and the 
r est1lt is a large number of valuable articles in different periodicals, 
togetl1er with several separate volumes. Among the latter the best 
lo1own and most widely t1sed in his book entitled Io-wa: Tlie First 
Free tate in. tlie Louisiana Purchase. Other volumes from his 
pen are: Tlie L ife of J a1nes W . Grimes, with whom he was inti­
mately acqt1ainted; and ixty Y ears a1id Other- Discourses with 
R em i1iiscen,ces. 

It would be no exaggeration to say that William Salter exerted 
an influence which reached throughout the State whose interests he 
ever had at heart. The memory of his kindly, useful life will long 
be cl1erished by all who knew him, and his writings will continue 
to have an honored place in the literature of Iowa history. 
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0 JTRIB TOR 

Loms PELZER, Professor of History in the Montana tate 
1 ... ormal chool. Born near .Atlantic, Iowa, in 1 79. Graduate of 

Iowa tate .1. ,.ormal .. chool in 1901. Principal of Schools, 

helby, Iowa, 1905-1907. Graduated from The State University 

of I owa in 1907. Received the degree of Ph. D. at The State 

niversity of Iowa in 1909. Author of Tlie }t egro and Slavery 
in Early Iowa,; and Tlie Origi1i. and Orga·nization of the Re ... 

pu,blica1i Party in, I owa · and Tlie Ilistory and Principles of 

tlie Wliigs of tlie Territory of Ioiua; and Tlie Election of 
Francis Gelio1i i1i 1839; and TJie History and Prin,ciples of the 

Democratic Party of tlte Territor·y of I owa; and Tlie H·istory 
and P1~iriciples of tlie De1nocratic Party of Iowa, 1846-1847; 

and Aug1cst1cs Caesar Dodge, a biography; and The History of 
Political Parties in I owa fro1n 1857 to 1860. Editor of A. 
J O'u,1·nal of Marclies by t}ie First Uiiited States Dragoon,s, 1834-

1835. 

NELSON ANTRIM RAWFORD, JR., Assistant in English in the 
Kansas State Ag1~icultural College, nianhattan, Kansas. Born 
in ~filler, South Dakota Graduated from The State niver­

sity of Io\va, in June, 1910. 
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