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[The hvo documents which follow are taken fron1 original manuscripts 
found by the editor 1n the arcbi, es of the office of the Secretary of State at 
Des Moines, Io,va. Although they are official co1nmunicat1ons addressed to the 
Council of the Territory of Iowa, they do not appear in the Journal of the 
Council. The documents present the history of a ti)t between W1lham B. Con
way, the ecretary of the Territory, and the n1embers of the Council, which 
forms a prelude to the more serious controversy between Secretary Conway 
and Governor Robert Lucas The offending report to the Council and the com
munication of ecretary Con\\·ay in reply to it were with<lra,vu by mutual 
agreement on December 27, 183 . In Chapter XVII-XXt of Parish's Robert 
Lucas an<l in Chapter ,rrrr of hambaugh 's ll t~tory of the Co-nstitution.s of 
I otva the brief career of Con,yay as Secretary of the Territory of Io"·a receives 
cons1deration.-THE EDITOR.] 

COM1IlJ.1.TI ATIO FRO)I 0 ... WAY TO THE PRESIDE.l:rT 
OF THE 0 

Secretary' Office, 
Nov. 24. 1 3 . 

To the Hon. J. B. BROWN, 

President of the Council. 
ir. A Resolution, in relation to 1Jen-knive , tin pans, &c, 

was transmitted to this Depa1·tment of tl1e Territorial Gov
ernment whe1· it ha received that attentive consideration 
which the mag'Ilitude of the ubj ect appea1's to demand. 

To prevent an interruption of that pe1·fect ha1'mony wlrich 
l1as l1eretof ore exi . ted, and cloe ~ till exi t, between tl1e 
Honorable tl1e Leg·islative A embly and the De1Jartment 
of State, it becomes necessary to offer, in a very l'espectful 
manner, a few explanatory remark , and especially in rela
tion to l{nives.- Tl1e Serretar}T would therefore, beg leave 
to explain.-

In the latter part o.f last summer, a )"oung· man, of ratl1er 
an interesting personal appea1--ance, associated, as then al-
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leged with the executive Department, called on the Secre
tar)r. and statecl that lie (the young man) was then on his 
way to incinnaii, in the tate of Ohio, on busine s partly 
connected with the Terri to rial Library, and partly personal 
to l1imself ; and then and there delivered, as an Executive 
opinion, that it wo11ld doubtless, be better to purchase the 
stationary at ("1incinnati, and politely offered his services 
to procure the same, if autl1orized to do so.- The matter 
was held under advisement, and, in the meantime, a letter 
was rec'd from the Executive Department, directing the at
tention of the Sec 'y to the facilities offered by the visit of 
the young man to Cincinnati, where it was believed that 
stationary could be had '' on bette1~ term , than at any other 
place.'' In reply, the Sec'y proposed a conference with 
the Executive, which resulted in a letter of inst1~uction to 
the young man, (Mr. Parvin) then at, or on his way to, 
Cincinnati, authorizing him to make the pu1~chases, which, 
(as alleged,) he did with his usual ability, and on advan
tageous terms.- A Bill of the articles has been returned, 
and the young man has retl1rned, but he found it incon
venient, 01 .. , to use his O\vn language, impossible, to bring 
the stationary :- N avig·ation on the Ol1io was entirely sus
pended. Tlris was the act of God; whose holy name is here 

, pronounced with profound reverence. H11man power can
not resist His will nor can b11man wisdom counte1~act his 
designs. 

His Excellency the Governor, in pursuance of law, named 
the day on which the Legislature should convene, and the 
Sec'y. to meet the difficulties of a difficult case, })roceeded 
to St. Louis, to make preparations for the approaching 
session, and returned, in despite of every peril, to provide 
for the comfort and convenience the dignity and elegance 
of the Honorable, the Legislative Assembly; and for whose 
comfort and convenience and dignity, he has made every 
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provision within the reach of his power always excepting 
knives. 

Much exertion has been made to get knives, at Burling
ton, but knives of a suitable quality and in a sufficient 
quantity, cannot be procured in this town. nd tl1e ec-
1·etary can't make knives. If he could do so, he would do 
so, with expedition and pleasu1·e.- But if it should comport 
with his own wishes, and the wi hes of all those whom it 
may concern, that be should retain his present station until 
the next session, he will take es1Jecial care to s11perc de the 
necessity of any fu1·ther legislation on t]1e subject of kni\"CS; 
for it is the earnest wish of the ecreta1·y that all the mem
bers should have knives and stamps, and folders, and all 
and singular such thing or thing·s, device or devicec; what-
oever, as may facilitate the ope1·ation of tl1e hands in yield

ing as istance to the d liberations of the head. 
That part of the Resolution which 1·ela tes to extra ink 

stands and tin patty pans can and will 1Je 11rom1)ily com
plied with. And, in conclusion the Secretary tenders to the 
members of the Hono1·able ouncil, individually and collec
tively the fullest assurance of that higl1 consideration, whicl1 
they cannot be more anxious to l"'eceive tl1an he is to bestow

1 

and whilst he has no reason to invoke their indulgence, be 
would make every proper exertion to conciliate tl1eir t'e
spect .-

WM B. CONWAY, 

Sec 'y of the Territory. 

COMl\flTNICATION FROl\i CONWAY TO THE COU CIL 

Secretary's Office. 

December 3, 1838. 
To the Honorable, the Legislative Council. 

Gentlemen of the Council:- Your J ournal of Friday, 
November 23'd, 1838, contains a Resolt1tion which was 
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t1·ansmitted to thi' Department of the Territorial Govern
ruent, and to which, on the 24th, the ec1"etary made a reply. 
Tl1at reJ)l),. "~a" on motion of l\fr. H emps [t] ead referred to 
il1e 0111mittee on Expendit11res; and, in the meantime the 
·e ·retar)l' was info1·mallJ" advised, that doubts were enter·

tained whether said l"el)ly was not deficient, as regards the 
respect claimed by and due to, the Honorable Council. To 
soone1" had this information r eached the ears of the ecre
tary than he, at once, uggested the adoption of that rule, 
,~hich allow the rig·ht to explain in all such ca es; and he 
then and there avowed his desire to explain his o,vn inten
tions, touching the question of respect for the Honorable 

ouncil; and having made the suggestion him Relf, he never 
xpected that thi I'ight would have been either withheld 

or overlooked. o demand having been made for the frank 
explanation thus frankly tendered, and two days having 
then intervened, the ecretary '' to make assurance doubly 
sure'', addressed the foil owing note to the Committee on 
Expenditures, that his wish to explain might thus become 
a matter of record. He knew that the position, thus taken, 
was the only one which as a gentleman, he could occupy, 
and this position he was d termined to maintain. Hence 
the following note to tl1e ommittee: 

To the Comn1ittee on Expenditt1res, in the Legislative Council of 
the Terr itory of Io,va . • 

Gentlemen. I am advi ed by the Journal of the Council of last 
Saturda3r, that a communication from the ecretary of the Terri
tory, was, on that day, r ef erred to the Committee on Expenditures; 
and I was verbally informed, by two of the l\1ember of that Com
mittee. namely, :\Tes rs. H empstead and Payne, that the object of 
the refer ence was to inquire - whether the communication, thus 
referred, ,vas, or was not, deficient in point of respect towards the 
Honorable the Legislative Council? to whom I then suggested, (in 
my office, and in the presence of lVIr. Lewis, of the Council, and 
perhaps, l\fr. Cox of the House of Representatives,) that the proper 

• 
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course, according to my judgment, in such a juncture wottld be to 
enquire, 1n form, of the SecretarJ.,.,- Whether disrespect ,vas i1i

te1id ed by said communicatio11, or not? Tl1is statement was after
wards made to :\fr. Ralston ( the other member of the Committee) 
and the only object of this p1 ivat e no1 e ( of ,vl1ich I keep a copy,) 
is to l1ave the fact, to ,, 1t, that I made tl1e st1ggestion just mentioned 
that I may have tliis san1e fact before the IIonorable ommittee, in 
writi-ng, to enable n1e to meet all the consequences ,vl1icl1 may grow 
out of this matter, ,vithout changing, or allo,,ring otl1ers to change. 
my position, 1n tl1e premises. 

I r emain, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant 
WM. B O \VAY, 

Secretary's Office, ov. 27, 1 3 
Secretary of the Territory. 

Yet strange to say, the Journal of the ouncil, which a1)
peared on the 2 th of ovember, contained the following 
Report, from the ororoittee on Expenditures, in which 
the conduct of the ec1'etary, in regard to his communica
tion of the 24th, and his official conduct, generally is made 
the subject of '' severe animadversion,'' if not the theme of 
unqualified denunciation.1 

REPORT 

The committee on expenditures, to ,vhom was referred the com
munication of the H onorable Wm. B. onway, Secretary of the 
territory of Io,va, dated ovember 24th, 1 3 , beg leave to present 
the following report. 

That in discharge of the duty assigned them, they find with much 
regret the communication of the Hon. ecretary of this territory to 
the Council, dated rov. 24th, is of such a nature as to call forth a 
severe animadversion upon its tone and spi rit. The evident intention 
of that communication was not only to treat the r esolution offered 
by J\fr. Ilughes, and adopted by tl1e ouncil, with irony and con
tempt, but at the same time to convey the idea that the articles 
aslred for by the r esolution wer e unnecessary and unimportant. 

The reason of the adoption of the r esolution offered by Mr. 
Hughes, is obvious to every member of tl1e Council, but it may not 

1 This report does not appear in the permanent Journal of the Council. 
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be known to the con1munity· at large, that great pains were taken to 
prevent the ~lcrchants and citizens of Burlington from crediting 
the officers of the ouncil and Ilot1se of Representatives of this 
territory, for small articles necessary for their use, and the Hon. 

ecretary of the Territory, was 11nderstood to intimate that ac
counts made by the officers of the legislature, would not be paid by 
him. It therefore becan1c neces ary to ask b)" resolt1tion, the fur-
nishing of sn1all articles. 

On the arrival of the men1bers of the Legislature in accordance 
~·1th the proclamation of the Governor, they found the house which 
they ,vere to occupy (not1'·itbstandi11g the great PERIL which the 
Hon. Secretary experienced in rett1rning fron1 St. Louis, '' to pro
vide for the comfort and convenience. the ea e. el1gance, and d1gn1ty 
of the Honorable Legislative Assembl)r' ') 11nfurnished and unpre
pared for their reception and the reason assigned by the Hon. 

ecretary for this delay, is, that it '' ,,·as the act of God &c, '' your 
comm1ttee would not pretend to impute blame to tl1e Hon. Secre
tary, for the frustration of his great clesigns, by the Creator of the 
1miverse, whose powerft1l arn1 can arrest the progress of Gover
nors, Secretaries, and Legislat11res; b11t )'Our committee do think it 
ome,vhat surprising that the act of God, should so far intervene, 

as to prevent tl1e officers of the 011ncil and House of Representa
tives, from getting upon the cred1t of the Legislature, a few tin 
ct1ps and a bucket to drink out of which articles as well as many 
others, the Hon. Secretary on account of PERIL, or some other cause 
tmlmown to your committee, neglected to furnish. 

As the Legislature was not supplied ,vith man)"' necessary ar
' ticles of stationary and furniture, they were left with no other 

alternative than to inform the Honorable Secretary of the Terri-.. 
tory of tl1eir wants, presuming that, so far as he ,vas able, he would 
comply with their requests; nor do yot1r committee believe that any 
resolution has passed the Council, during the present session, dis
respectf11l in any ~1ay to the Honorable Secretary or his office; nor 
could the Council possibly imagine, .from their friendly intercourse 
with l1im heretofore, that he ever ,vot1lcl have replied to a resolu
tion of tl1eir body with s11cl1 a rommunication as tl1e committee 
110,v have under their consideration; and it is a sot1rce of much 
regret that tl1e Honorable Secretary shot1ld have so far forgotten 
tl1e dignity which lie owed to himself, his office, and the Repre-
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sentatives of the people, as to attempt to ridicule their proceedings 
and make their act.5 a subject of merriment and der1s1on. The 
Honorable Secretary of tl1i 'l,err1torJr may rest assured that tl1e 
present Legislature will not tan1el)" sn bmit to the insi1lts and de
rision of any officer of tl11 Territory; and theJ', at all times, will 
defend to the last their l1onest tJgl1ts, and tl1e liberty of the people 
whom they l1ave the honor to represent. 

~Ir. Wl1ittlesey 1noved to concur 1n the report. 
l\Ir. H epner n1o·ved to amend the motion by referring tl1e report 

to a com1nittee of tl1e whole, '"'hich was lost. 
Tl1e question 1 hen recurred upon the adoption of the r eport, upon 

which question 1\fr. Payne called for the Yeas and Nays, which 
,vere ordered, and are as follows : 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were, 1fessrs Ilempstead, 
Hepner, Ht1ghes, Inghram. Keith. Lewis, Payne, Swazy, Whittle
sey, and J\.fr. Presideut-10. 

In the negative none. 

The Secretary I'ead the foregoing report with perfect as
tonishment, and, to prevent the possibility of a mistake as 
"~ell as to justify l1jmself in adopting any alte1·native that 
might be presented in the progress of this unpleasant mis
understanding, he addressed the following communication 
to the Honorable Council, jmmediately after the appearance 
of the Report, in the printed Journal. 

Secretary's Office 
ov. 28. 1838. 

To the Hon. J. B. BROWNE, 

Pres 't of the Council. 
Sir:- The Journal of the Honorable Council, of the 27th inst, 

and now on my table, contains a Report from the Committee on 
Expenditures, which said Report is predicated on a communication, 
from this Department, of the 24th inst,- and is condemnatory of 
the Secretary of the Territory, not only in connection with the 
communication r eferred to, -but also in what may be fairly re
garded as general terms. 

Now, the object of the present communication is to inquire,-

VOL. vnr-15 
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in a re pectf,11 manner.- Whetl1er it was known to all tl1e gentle
men, by ,,,J1ose votes tl1is co:ncle1nnatory· Report ,vas adopted, that 
the ""eeretary had stated to 1nem bers, of tl1e ommittee on Expen
ditures. tl1at ( be[ ore an:r· official act1on sl1ot1ld be had on his com-
1n11nication of tl1e 24th.) it ''"a due to the true dignit~y· of the 

011nl'il to er1quire, 111 form, ,vhctl1er any d1 respect was intended 
by the ),, t>cretary in said con1mt1nieatio11 . For 1t ,,as stated, by 
the Sec·retar~', tl1at tl11 ,,as l1is ivzsh . and the co11r ·e ,vhich, under 
si m1lar circt1m._ tance , be ,vo11ld feel bo11nd to pursue; and it ,vas 
tlien~ conceded. that this ,yas a prelin1inary r eq11irement which in
t er co11rc:;e bet,veen gentlente11, ,Yhether official, or personal and pri
vate, in1peratively req11ired. 

It i therefore repeatecl, that tl1e object of this comn1uu1cat1on is 
to advis~ all the 11le1nbers of the H onorable Cot1ncil. that a willing
ne ,- a ,vi h,-a de 1re to expla1n, "~a earnestl;y· manifested by 
the ecretary, to all the ::\Iember of tl1e 01nm1ttee, before whom 
h1s conunt1nication of the 24th wa tl1en pending; and this was 
before an:y· official action \Ya }1ad in relation thereto 

And 1t is now r e pectft1lly t1bm1tted :-Whether the fact just 
stated, is not, 1n 1t elf. sufficient to authorize the l\Iembers of the 
Council, as honest and honorable men, to reconsider the vote on 
the adoption of the Report, a d11e to their o,vn honor and integrity 
of purpose, as " 1ell as to the official character and conduct of the 
Secretary of the Territory ? 

If th1s fair ancl gentlemanly r equ1sition ca11not, for incompre
hensible reasons, indt1ce the Honorable Co11ncil to reconsider;
then ,vill the Secretary be redt1ced to the unplea ant alternative of 
joining is ue on the Report itself, in which event he will be abund-
antly prepared to satisfy an)r, and every, honest, honorable and 
rational mind, that said Report sJioulcl not only be reconsidered, 
but r ecinded, as regards both fact and p11·nciple. With all proper 
respect, I have the honor to remain yo11r obedient servant, 

WM. B. CoNW AY, 

Secretary of the Territory. 

Of this (last) comm11ni cation, the Journal of the 011ncil, 
of Nov. 29th, contains the following laconic, yet e. pressive. 
notice. 

The President submitted a communication from the Secretary 
of the Territory. 

• 
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1\Ir Pa)·nc 111o·ved that said comn1t1nication be laid on the table, 
until the 4tl1 dav of July next. 

• • 

i\!Ir IIempstead 1noved to amend the 1not1on, by adding the fol-
lo,,T1ng :- -4\..nd tl1at said con1mt1nication do not appear upon the 
Jotu·nal; and t}1e 111ot1on, a a1nended, ,vas agreed to.2 

Without top1)ing, in thi place, to enqui1·e: "\~Thetl1er the 
Honorable ouncil have not va.stly transcended their right
ful powe1· in excluding· from tbei1· Journal ( a public Rec
ord the propert3r of the people,) an official communication 
from an officer of this Go,.,. rnment; without stopping to 
enquire into a matte1· o grave and important as this the 

ec1"etary will pass, at once, to a conside1""ation of th R -
port itself inasmuch as an alteI·native is now pre ented 
which he neither anticipated nor desi1·ed: The Report will 
therefore be xamined, first in relation to the fa cts the1·ein 
affirmed, and secondly, as r ga1·d the pri1iciples which its 
adoption has involved. 

The leading facts assumed by this unwarrantable Report, 
may be reduced to the following methodical specifications . 
.And 

First. It is ass1Jmed, tl1at the '' i1itentio1i '' of the Secre
tary's comm1mication of the 24th, was to treat the Resolu
tion to which it was a reply, with ''irony and co1ite11ipt.'' 

This is the first and the most material allegation, this 
question of intentio1i, and wl10 could explain the ecretary's 
intention but himself; wl1ich he offered to do and was de
nied a hearing ! To ass11mP, a position, is often easier .. than 
to defend it, and if the ommittee believed their position 
to be defensible, why did they not allow the Secretary to 
explain f But two illustrations of a similar principle oc
curred within the range of his professional experience. A 
man went before a Magistrate, and solemnly swore that his 

2 These lines appear on page 58 of the Journal of the Council, 1838-1839, and 
constitute tbe on1y official printed record except that of the final reconciliation 
on page 117 of the Journal. 

• 
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lJrother-in-law ,vas afraid of l1is life, and ap1)rehended 
lJodily l1arm from :1 rcfractor)1 neigl1bo1·; wl10, &trang·e to 
relate, was bound 0\1er to ar1swer for the meclit,1tecl evil, 
,1ttest.ecl by o·ne m,111 \V aring to a,1otlzer Jn aii's fea1s. Tl1e 
sero11d instance ,vas still more comJ)rehen ive. In a con
trov rsy pending before a curt of Quarte1· Se. ions (hav-
111g jurisdiction ov r tl1e q11eslion,) fo1· changing tl1e name 
of a To\voshil) fro111 Peeb] .· io tl1at of Libert)r, a depo i
tion was r ad, in ,vl1icl1 tl1 deponent swore 1·oundly, that 
eoery 111,an in that Town l1ip, but tJ1ree, inte1ided to l1a,Te 
t lte 11ame changed, thus sw aring to the intentions of a 
wl1ole townsl1ip witl1 a very small exce1)tion. "\'\7ill the Hon
orc1bl , tl1e L gislativ oun ·il of Iowa, confi1m tl1is prin-
•i1)le by a solexnn d cision 1 "\Vill they interpret the inte1i
tion, of the ecretary, and torture l1is language into con
tem})t, l)y the m 1--e fore of construction, and deny l1im the 
rigl1t of explaining anything thc1t ma)~ 1·equire additional 
ligl1t 1 The Seer iary i tl1 cx1)0 itor of his own intentions, 
and has never yet shrunlc from tl1e re ponsibility of making 

tl1 m known. 
Secondly. It is furil1ermore ass11med by the Report, 

that th ecretary int nded to '' co rivey tlie idea'', t.l1at the 
, articles a Iced for by Mr. Ilughes' R solution were ''unnec-

ssary and unimportant.'' So far as tl1e necessity of hav
ing such articles in the Legislature is concerned, the ec1·e
tary has only to ref r to l1is two comml1nications, to the 
llonor"'able ouncil, of ovember the 15th, whicl1 were 
cleemed to have been suffici ntly 1·espectful; a reference to 
which will disclose, in very xplicit terms, the estimation in 
whicl1 he held all that can be properly embraced wi tl1in the 
1·angc of the entire subject. o much for the necessity in
volved in tl1e case; and as r gards tl1e ''importance'' of the 
1r1atter, the progr ss of this unwelcome neg·ociation had 



CONWAY .A.ND THE COUNCIL 221 

added Gothic proportions to a ubject not heretofore be
lieved to have been capable of such vast extension! 

TJiirdly. The next accusatory statement ( accompanied 
by a side wind appeal to '' the comm11nity at large '') 
cha1·ges the ec1·etary with having been '' understood to 
intimate, that account made by the officers of the Legis
lature would not be paid by l1im.'' When the Secretary 
would be understood to make an intimation, or '' convey an 
idea '' on any subject, his meaning can seldom be misappre
hended. He told all the office1· of the Legislatu1,e, with 
whom lie ~onver ed, and before they were duly accredit d 
to his Department in any official form, he told them or their 
head men, tl1at be would gi.ve an order, at any time, to any 
1fercl1ant 01-- ~f ecl1anic, in Burlington for any article that 
might be required, in, or about the Legislative Assembly; 
and the fact defies refutation, that any article, thus re
quired, and wl1ich could be procured, was ever 1,efused, or 
withheld. Tl1 story about the ''few tin cups and a bucket 
to d1,.ink out of,'' so beautifully and pathetically paraded 
before the public, through the medi11m of a Senatorial Re
port, bad reached the ears of the Secretary through another 
channel. But the fact is undeniable, that no application 
was eve1· made to him, in f 01·m, or out of form, by any man, 
woman, or child, that does now exist or ever bas existed, 
fo1-- a ''few tin cups and a bucket to drink out of''; for his 
heart would ]1ave melted witl1in him, if such a touching 
idea had ever 1·eacl1ed l1is feelings, even through the misty 
visions of a d1"eam, that any Member of tl1e Honorable 
Council should have suffered the slightest inconvenience 
for want of a ''few tin cups and a buclret to drink out of.'' 
N otl1ing sl1all be said of tl1e merits of the Report, as a speci-

1n e1z of lite, a1 y co11ipositio11; but it m11st be l{nown, tl1at the 
Secretary, as t]1e disbursing officer of the Territorial Gov
ernment, would not allow every man who might be, or might 

' 
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call l1im~ elf 'an offirer of the Legi lature, '' to go and deal 
witl1 whom he pleased, and £01· wl1at he !)leased, without the 
re tri tion im1 o ed by a s1)ecific order. But tl1ese orde1·s 
were ne,1 er \\-itl1l1el<l, or dealt out, l))" tl1e ec1·eta1--y with a 
nigg·a1·dly l1and. He i bound to ''account'' for hi dis
bt1r. en1ent ,- l)ot1nd under a J)enaltJT of Twenty Tl1ou and 
clolla1·. , and hence the nere ity of at lea .. t, proper circ11m-

'J)ection ! 
Fourtlll,11. It i olemnl~T alleged, tl1at tl1e Leg·i latu1·e (i 

tl1 ouncil a11tl1orized to utter complaint .. for the House of 
R l)re. entative ! ) it is alleged, tl1at '' the Legislature was 
not furni hed with 1no11y 11ecessory articles of tationary 
and furniture''! How i thi charge sustained 1 Look 
round your 1hamber, Gentlemen, and a k J"our elve the e 
questions. If the Law passed and to l)e pa ed he1·e, dur
ing the present e ion, should not bear tl1e impr ss of wis
dom· if tl1ey hould fail to arcompli h the object for the 
attainment of which we were ent here,- namely, the sub
stantial welfare of a shrewd, intelli0·ent, high minded and 
en rgetic peo1)le can we, in this event, a bone t men, de
r lare to our constituents, tl1at the ec1·etary of the Te1--ri
tory has, by his delinquincie , occasioned a re, 11lt .. o much 
to be deplored f Would this be 1·eceived as an excu e 01· 
could it be fairly offered as uch 1 Would this soothe the 
indignation of a disa1Jpointed people, or could it be sus-

tained bv facts 1 • 

Fiftlily. 1·efe1,ence is al o made, in the Report, to the 
condition of the House, at the commencement of the es
sion ; and '' this is the unkindest cut of all.'' It i known. 
tl1at the dutie of the ecretary, on that occa ion, were 
unusually arduous. It was the beginni11g of the first es
sion. A new Government was to be established. The Riv
er were all do,vn to the lowest ebb, and the season was 
anomalous, in the calender of Aut11mn. Still the Honorable 

• 
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Rep1 .. esentatives met; though the 1·ain fell, and the winds 
blew and the heavens lowered g·loomily u1)on tl1 ir meet
ing·! }.Jay God for bid that tl1i l1ould be ominou of tl1e 
1·e ult of t l1eir deliberation . Tl1e .._ ecretarJT wa out, 
th1·ou 0 ·11 mud ancl rai11. directing· and as i. ting in ,T ry 
thing tl1at col1lcl be done to pre1)are comfo1·table and pleas
ant quarte1· f 01· men who l1ad tl1e l1ono1" to represent a free 
people. The building l1ad l)een e1,ected witl1 a tonisl1i11g 
expedition· and the pla te1· was carcely dry upon t]1e wallc; 
which we1· to enci1·cle the fi1· t ta tesmen of Iowa. Tl1e 
exe1·tion of 1v11·. leetl1, and hi co-as ·i tant of tl1a t con
gregation de e1•,Te all lJrai e. .And as r gi1rds tl1 pr }Jara
tions, made by the ecreta1"y, can the ,.ouncil con ent to 
day, that tl1e pro cution of tl1e IJublic bu ines wa injured 
or retarded by hi neglect ? 

But have not th ouncil already poken loudly on thi 
subject ? Have they not, by a olemn act, recordecl their 
judgment, in relation to tl1e official conduct of tl1e .._ ecre
tary? By whom were they prompted to do tl1is 1 ertainly 
not directly, nor indir ctly, by the person wl10 f lt l1igl1ly 
flattered by and not le s grateful foI', the unsolicited l1onor. 
The publi hed Journal of tl1e Hono1·able Co11ncil, of tl1 
17th day of ovember, 1 3 , contain the following Resolu
tion, which the ecreta1--y 1"egarded as an higher r ward 
for the faithful performance of his duty, than a salary of 
dollars and cents. 

On n1otio11 of :\Ir. Ilepner, 
Resolvecl. that the con1mt1nication from the Hon. Wm. B. Con

way ► ecretary of the Territory of Io,va, in a11s~'er to the resolu
tion of tl1e ouncil of the 14th inst . be now taken up and read. 

Whereupon, ~Ir. IIepner offered the follo,ving: 
Resolved, that the communication now before the Council be 

voted satisfactory, and that the thanks of this House be t endered 
the Hon. Wm. B . Conway Secretary of the Territory of Iowa, for 
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the prompt and efficient manner in ,vhich he has complied with the 
request of this Ilouse and the duties of h1s office. 

Which on motion of ifr. Keith, was adopted. 

As has been already stated, this te timonial of your ap
probation was gratefully 1·egarded, because, and only be
cause it was believed to express the honest convictions of 
honest men. Yet strange to say, and marvellous to reflect 
upon, the very same facts existed, when the preceding 
Resolution was adopted, to praise the ecretary, which are 
now set forth, in the Report, as the grounds of his con
demnation! It is true, that a special pleader· might off er to 
set off the praise of ouncil, against the censure of the 
Council upon the same state of facts; for~, like the old case 
of Flz12t against Flint, there is a verdict, of eq'ltal autliority, 
011 botli sides ! 

Gentlemen, it must not be overlooked, tl1at the Report 
covers the entire official character and conduct of the ec
retary; and what will appear remar~kable indeed, there is 
not a statement contained in his comm11nication of Novem
ber the 24th, that is called in question, by the condemnatory 
Report; although tliat communication was tl1e only act of 
the Secretary ( except bis wish to explain it,) wl1ich was 
properly befor'e the ommittee. And yet, yol1r ommittee 
traveled out of the record, to seek for new grounds of accu
sation, and it is much to be deplored, tl1at they were u -
tained by the Council. Tl1e facts contained in the communi
cation f1~om this Department of the 24th itlti1n,o, were not 
refutec1, nor even called in qt1estion, and shall it be believed, 
that the Honorable Council will sit in solemn deliberation 
ltpon tl1e mere pecl1lia1·ities of style 1 

It will be remembe1·ed, that many Resolutions not widely 
dissimilar in their object to the one proposed by Mr. 
H11ghes, bad been transmitted to this Depa1·tment; and to 
all of which respectful answers were promptly returned. 
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It is important, that a more careful reference had not been 
had to the statements set forth in these replies. The assi
duity of the Secretary, in tlli re pect, is abundantly atte t
ed by your Journal, and that of tl1e Ilonorable tl1e House of 
Representatives, from whose Hall the voice of complaint, 
or censu1'e, has not yet proceeded. o mucl1 then, Gentl -
men for the material f a,cts of this unpleasant ca e; and let 
us now consider it, as a matter of pri1iclple. 

Gentlemen of the ouncil, you have solemnly condemned 
an officer of the Te1~ritorial Government ur>on the state of 
facts whicl1 has just been con idered. And )Tou l1a,re con
dP.mned him without a hearing! The common rigl1t of If 
defence, has, in his per on, been 1'asl1ly invaded. Jurisdic
tion has been assumed, by the ouncil equivalent to the 
mo t despotic usurpation, by inflicting, in an evil hour, a 
entence of condemnation, witl1011t allowing th arcused 

tl1e exercise of that right which the meanest criminal can 
claim the sacred the indefeasible rig·bt of self def nee. 
The ecretary could not deliberately ntertain tli belief, 
that the Honorable ouncil intended to carry tl1is proced-
111'e so fa1' ;- and his last communication ( of tl1e 2 t11 of 

ov.) was transmitted for the e.'])ress l)t1rpo ··e of affo1~c]
ing anotbe1' oppo1·tunity of calmly r eviewing tl1e 1·ash 
course which had been so rashly pursued. A man, a citi
zen,- an officer of this Gove1·nm ent, has been, in f 01--m, and 
in fact, condemned, and condemned without a l1earing, by 
men who talk about their own ''honest rigJ1ts!'' Tl1is is tl1e 
1·ule, and tllis is the comment ! 

Gentlemen of the Council,- is there a man, in yolU' 
(

1hamber, who would be thus condemned and tamelv s11b-, . 
mit to the condemnation? W110 would hear l1is own con-
viction solemnly pronounrecl, and see tl1at con,,.iction as 
Rolemnly recorded, witl1011t being askecl wl1at l1e l1ad to . ay, 
to arreRt, or mitigate, the sentence 1 No, Ge11tleme11, the 

• 
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last spark of manly feeling must be extinguished in your 
bosoms, before you could submit, with servile tameness to 
a pI·oceeding like this! And you cannot ask the ecretary 
to bow down, in meek submi sion, before a rash decree, at 
which, if the case were your own, your sen e of honor, and 
your ense of ju tice would indignantlJT revolt. 

To '' do unto others, as we would that others should do 
unto u , '' i a maxim which not only bears the sacred im
press of Divine authority and wisdom, and goodness; but 
it is also the te t of true hono1--. Without a p1-.actical ob
se1·vance of this 1·ule, dignity of character i a vain ass1lmp
tion, and honor the mere ' hadow of a shade''. That this 
doctrine may yet recei,re the assent of tl1e ouncil, is a 
pleasing conviction to which the ecretary would still fond
ly cling. 

With more than his usual prudence, he transmitted his 
comm11nication of the 2 th of ovembe1", accompanied by a 
hope that the ouncil might reconsider their indefensible 
Report. And that communication was received with con
te1npt, and excluded from the Journal! Thus was a per
sonal aspect given to the difficulty, and it remains to be 
seen whether that aspect hall be changed. In that commu
nication, he invited the attention of the ouncil to the con
sideration of a fact, which would justify a change of posi
tion, without wounding· your· proper pride, or impairing, in 
any degree, your dignity and honor. But this alternative 
was 1Jnbappily I'ejected. His official communication wa 
spurned from the Reco1·d; of which Record, the Secretary is 
the legal Guardian, and the recor·d itself, is the property of 
the people/ It is made his dtlty, which he has sworn to per·
f orm, to '' record and p1·ese1"ve all your Laius and proceed
i1zgs,'' and less than all he will not receive. 

Gentlemen of the Council '' the1~e is a time for every 
thing,'' and this is the time to pause. The Secretary is 

• 
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bound to transmit a copy of youI· proceedings to the Con
gress, and to the Pre ident of tl1e United tate , and his 
official c rtificate i 1·equired to authenticate tl1e recorcl, 
which the Law 1--equires him to tran mit. And to give ,Tali d
i ty to your proceeding· ( as l)ubli hed ) in tl1e Courts of 
this Territory, the same ce1·tificate is e ential. Like you1--
sel\1es, Gentlemen the -..ecretarJ.r i worn to do his duty, 
and will any man pre 11me to ~a}'", that he will cer .. tify that to 
be t1·ue, which he know to be fal e? H will never gi,1e 
validity to a garbled account of you1· l)roceeding. . He will 
never certify to 1,2 er e selections from irour Journal. If that 
record be mutilated, ga1·bled and elected,- he will atte ·t. 
bef 01·e the people, and the ourt of tl1is Territo1·y,- be
fore the ongress, and the Pre ident of the nited tates, 
and before high Heaven he will atte t, that the record is 
fal e ! 

Gentlemen of the ouncil, tl1e ecretar)"" entertain no 
unkind feeling towards you. or any of you, and h asks 
nothing lJut justice at you1· hands. And while he would 
not inflict an inju1--y on J"OU, or any of Jrou, lie will ne\1ertl1e
less defend his O\Vn right , and his own l1ono1·, nor sl1all 
that honor be tarni&hed with impunity. He l1as connections 
that are dear to him, and to wl1om hi honor is dear; and he 
will hold no man guiltl · wl10, in the fancied ecurity af
forded by any station, would brino- a tear to thei1· eye, or 
a blu h to their cheel{. It mu t not l)e forgotten, tl1at he 
has been condemned witl1out a hearing,- and shall he be 
asked to certify that the record of hi conviction is t1·ue t 

Gentlemen of the ouncil, are you prepared to recon
side1-- and recind yo11r Re1)ort ! The ecretary does not 
ask, that it shall be ''expu1iged''; nor does he approve of 
this p1·inciple, if the defence be allowed to accompany the 
accusation. Are you prepared to restore the Journal to 
ihat condition which will authorize the Secretary to certify 
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that the record is entire re you prepared to do full and 
ample justice to your own cha1·acter as men, and as Repre
sentatives of an honest people, by proving that, if, you 
commit an error of judgment you are not disposed to sus
tain it, by an er1 .. or of the heart 1 Gentlemen of the ouncil, 
tl1 ,. ecretary requires no acrifire of 3 .. our true dignity no1· 
would he inflict a wound on your proper p1·ide. He asks 
onlJT for j11 tice; and l1all this be withheld? He only asks 
fo1-- the revocation of a decree, which brands him with of
ficial delinquincy, official delinquinc}· for what Rigor itself 
could not construe into an offence more erious, than a 
want of proportion between your enato1·ial gra,rity, and 
the easy familiarity of hi epi to1ary style. 

The ecretary is willing, Gentlemen of the ouncil, to 
renew the kindliest relations with you and with each of you, 
provided you do unto him, as you wo11ld that be should do 
unto you;- and that is provided you do him j11stice. With 
le. s l1e cannot l)e ati. fiec1, ancl 1nore he does not ask. He 
i anxious to renew hi friendl~l' intercour e with yo11, pro
vided this can be done on l1onorable terms; and the. e terms 
are now presented - tl1at is to say, that yo11r condemnatory 
Report, i11, 1ts 11iornl effect, shall be 1·ecindec1, r·evoked, an
n11lled and made void. 

With due respect, Gentlemen, I 1·emain you1~ obedient 
ser·vant,-

WM. B. CONWAY, 

Secretary of the Territory of Iowa. 
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