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The two leading contributions to The "Aledford Historzcal Reg­
ister for October are: Tlie First Par1sh 1n, Jledf ord, b)· Henry C. 
DeLong; and Tile First Medford Journal. 

The Proceedi1igs of tlie Fou,rtli An n1tal Co1if ere11 ce on, tlie Work 
of State a1id Local Historical Societies, reported by Evarts B. 
Greene, have been r eprinted from the A1inual Report of tlie Anieri­
ca1i H,istorical Association for 1907. 

Two recent publications of tl1e Department of History of the 
State of South Dakota are: Digest of Goi·ernors' 1.llessages from 
1889 to 1909, edited by Thomas Askin; and ~Vintli .Ann1lal Review 
of tli.e Progress of outh, Dakota, 1909. 

Tlie F1i1,nction of State Histor1a1i of l{ ew York is the title of a 

paper r ead before The ew York State Ilistorical Association in 
October, 190 , by the State Historian, Victor Hugo Paltsits. The 
paper is now printed in pamphlet form. 

With the exception of a atalogi,e of t}ie Library of Dan1el Parlee 
Oust1s the October number of Tlie Virgi1iia Magazine of History 
and Biograph,y is devoted to continuations of original material 
along the same line as in past numbers. 

A contin11ation of the monograph on Ger1na1is in, Texas, by Gil­
bert G. Benjamin; and a discussion of Tlie Commu11ity at Betliel, 
Missouri, a1id its Offspring at Ailrora, Oregon, by William G. Bek, 
are the leading contributions to the September-October number of 
the Germa·1i Amer·ica1i .A1i1ials. 

Edward B. Krehbiel 's monograph on Tlie Interdict is the first 
volume in a new series of publications undertaken by the American 
Historical Association. This series will include the essays to which 
the Justin Winsor and Herbert Baxter Adams prizes have been 
awarded, or shall be awarded in the future. 
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Two articles of especial interest in the September-October num­
ber of the Records of tlie Past are: Cuzco arid 'acsaliuaman, by 
Hiram Bingham, ,vbich is an illustrated account of the ruins at the 
ancient capital of the Inca Empire ; and Possible Pre-Glacial Hu­
man, Remains .A.bout WasJii1ngton, D. C.-.A. Letter to Dr. C. C . .Ab-

bott. 

With the exception of a brief biographical sketch of Tlie Earl of 
Dunmore, by George Austin niorrison; and Earliest Baptisnial 
Records of tlie Church, of Harli1igen (Reformed Du,tch,) of New Jer­
sey, 1727-1734, by William Jones Skillman, the October n11mber 
of The New York Ge1iealogicaZ- a1id Biograpliical Record is devoted 

to continuations. 

The Discovery and Exploratio1i of tlie Fraser River is the title 
of an address by Frederick V. Holman, which is printed in the 
June number of Tlie Quarterly of tJie Oregon Historical Society. 
William D. F enton writes interestingly of Fatlier Wilbitr and His 
Work; while Land Te1iure i1i Oregon, is the subject of a scholarly 

monograph by Lon L. Swift. 

In addition to contint1ations the October number of the Histor­
ical Collect1·ons of the Esse.r Institute contains a sketch of The 
Fre1lcli .Acadia1is i1i Essex Co1£nty a1id tlteir L1f e in E xile, by 
George Francis Dow; a list of Revolutionary Prisoners at Gloitces­
t er; and a number of L etters Written by Benjaniin, Wadleigli of 

Salisbury, Jlass., in, 1810-1813. 

Among the articles in the October number of the Deictscli-.A.n1eri­
kanisclie Geschiclitsblatter are: Die Me1i1io1iiten iualire1id des 
neu'nzelitc n J alir ]1,it ncle, ts, which is taken from The ill en non ites of 
.A.nierica, by C. IIenry Sn1ith; a sketch of Das L eben Hnd Wirken 
'UOn Pastor F, iedr1cli cli1n id, bjr Fri~drich Schmid, Jr. ; and the 
Gescliichte der De1,tsclic1i GeseZlscbaft vo1i Jlaryla1id. 

Cl1arles L. Coon is tl1e compiler of Tlie Begin1li11.gs of Public 
Educat1·011 in, 1.Vorfh Oaroli1ia ; A. Doc1t 1nentaty Histoty, 1790-1840. 

wl1ic•h occl1pics t,vo volt1111es in the Pilblications of tlie }tortli Caro­
li1ia IJ1'storical Ooniniissio1i. Tl1e ,vorl{ includes Governors' mes­
sages, legislative bills and reports, memorials, speeches and other 
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documentary material r elating to education, and will prove of 
great value to the investigator. .Another praise,vorthy vol11me in 

this same series is devoted to Tlie Oorrespon,den,ce of J 01-iath,alti 
W ortli, collected and edited by J. G. de Roulhac Hamilton. The 
letters here printed cover the period from pril, 1 41, to l\iay, 
1 69. 

Among the contributions of an historical character in Tlie '' Old 
1\rortliioest'' Genealogical Quarterly for July are: Historical Notes 
Relating to ortliwestern OJiio Oo1npiled from Old 1Vewspapers 
by Mrs. Alta Wincliester F'itcJi; a document entitled Tlie Inden­
ture of David 1llerrzan1 1760, by David E. Phillips; and Sonie .Ac­
count of tlie ''Old North.west'' One Hztndred a1id Ten, Years Ago. 
by David E. Philli1>s. 

In the .April number of Tlie Quarterly of tlie Texas State H istor-
1·cal .Assoczati011, may be found a continuation of .A.lex Dienst 's his­
tory of Tlie Navy of tlie Repitblic of Texas · an article on Tl1,e Case 
of the Brig Pocket, by . T eu; and some Rcniiniscences of Jno. 
D'uff Brown. The July number is taken up with another install­
ment of l\Ir. Dienst 's monograph, and with J. 0. Olopper's Journal 
a1id Boolt of Memora1ida fot 1828. 

The October number of the Register of K entucky State Historical 
Soc1·ety opens with a biographical sketch of George W. Ranck, by 
l\Irs. J ennie C. 1\forton. Among the other contributions are: The 
Old 0011,rtliouse wid tJie 01.trts and Bar of Mercer Ooun,ty, Ky., 
by W. W. Stephenson; Kentuclcy tlie 1Ion1e of JeffersoJi Dav1·s, by 
John Wilson Townsend; and a continuation of the history of 
F11·anklin O01.1/11,ty, by L. F. Johnson. 

C. Wicliffe Yulee concludes his biographical sketch of Se1iato1· 
David L. Yulee in the July nt1mber of Tlie Florida Historical So­
ciety Quarterly. There is a brief article on St. J osepli, Florida, in 
which an account of the founding of the city is given. .An article 
by Ellen Call Long on Prirlcesse Acliille 1ll1trat; and a contempo­
rary account of Go,ver1ior Milton, and liis Fa1Jiily, by an English 
tutor who was in Florida during the Civil War, complete the con­
tents. 
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Tl1e opening article in the October number of Tlie Pe1znsylvania 
Magazi1ie of IIistory and Biograpliy is an address on the subject 
of Tlte Gettysburg Address, Wlien, 1Vritten, How Received, Its True 
Forni, by William II. Lambert. The writer discusses the various 
versions of the address, two of which are reproduced in facsimile, 
and the different accounts of the manner in ,vhich the at1dience and 
contemporaries ,vere impressed by the address. The remainder of 

the Ma gazi11e is devoted to continuations. 

barles William ommerville concludes his study of the Ea1·ly 
Career of Governor Francis N icJiolso,i in the September number of 
the Maryla1id H istorical Magazine. John H. B. Latrobe is the 
writer of an interesting paper on the Co1istruction of the Publ ic 
Buildin,gs in, Washington. Bernard C. Steiner writes on the sub­
ject of Tew Ligl1,t on Maryland History from the Brit zsh Arcliz ves; 
while Fre1ich, Forts in, 1755 and Party of A cadians ivho ail rd f ro»t 
the Potornac, Bou,nd for the Mississippi are titles of other contri-

butions. 

The Report of the ecrctary of the Kansas State Historical o­
ciety for 1909, besides containing the usual material found in such 
r eports, includes much additional information. There is a brief 
sketch of Tlie Wyandotte Oo1istit1ttion, and an accol1nt of the pro­
posed J\Iemorial Building; while a number of letters selected from 
the State Archives are printed under the heading Ottr Archives. 
A brief statement of the provisions for membership in various 
State historical societies is among the other items of interest. 

Tlie Part of Iowa Me1i in tlie Organ.ization of ]{ ebraska is the 
title of an address delivered before the 1ebraska tate Historical 
Society in January, 1908, by Ilorace E . Deemer , which is published 
in the October nu1nber of the .An1ials of Iowa. There is also an­
other installment of F. I. Ilerriott's disc11ssion of Iowa a1id tlie 
First N ominatio11, of Abra11,am Lin coln,. In tl1e editorial depart­
ment there is a brief sketch of the history and work of The H istor­
ical Depart1nent of Iowa, ,vbich may in a sense be taken as an 
inat1gural announcement by the newly appointed Curator. l Tnder 
the heading, James W. Grinies and Abraliam L i1icoln in 1844, there 
is printed an interesting letter, together with editorial comments. 

• 
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The .Lllissouri Historical Review for October opens with an His­

torzcal It etch, of Ka1isas City froni tlie Begi1ini1ig to 1909 by H. 
C. l\IcDougal. Part t,vo of Joab Spencer's discussion of illissouri's 
Aborigi,ial Iiiliabitar1,ts deals with manners, customs, and habits. 

Will S. Bryan concludes his sketch of Dan,iel Boone i1i .1.llissouri. 
An article on 11lissouri lll1litary in, the Wa1· of 1812, by Will C. 
Ferril, contains some interesting material. The clos1ng rontribu­
tion is a chronological 11st of the Sessions of the 111,ssouri Legisla­
ture, compiled by F. A. Sampson. nder the heading of 1ll1ssouri 

ociety of Teacliers of History a1id Govcr,inien,t there is printed 
the address delivered in J\fay, 1909, by the President of the Society, 
H. R. Tucker. 

A new series of western historical publications known as Pu,bli-­
cations of the Acadeniy of Pacific Coast History has appeared. 
The first n11mber , issued in January, 1909, bears the title, Tlie San, 
Francisco leari1ig House Certificates of 1907-1908, and is from the 
p en of Carl Copping Plehn. Tlie Official Accou,1it of tlie Portola 
E xpedition of 1769-1770, given both in the Spanish and in English 
tra.uslation, and edited by Frederick J. Teggart, constitutes the 
second n1Jrober. The third number was perhaps also st1ggested by 
the Portola festival held in San Francisco in October, for it con­
sists of the Diary of Gaspar de Portola Du,rin.g the Calif ortila Expe­
ditio1i of 1769-1770, lil{ewise in Spanish and English, edited by 
Donald Eugene Smith and Frederick J. Teggart. 

Tl1e first volt1me of the Proceedings of tlie J1lzss2ssippi Valley 
Histor,cal .A.ssociat1on, which covers the year 1907-190 , has ap­
pearecl. It is an attractively printed vol11me of nearly one hundred 
and fifty pages, and is edited by Benjamin F. Shambaugh. The 
contents consist of a H1storical Sltetch, of the Association, the Con­
stitution, a 11st of officers, the proceedings of the meetings for the 
year 1907-190 , the report of the Secretary-Treast1rer, and a nt1m­
ber of papers. The papers are as follo,vs: Tlie E xplorations of 
V crendrye and liis Sons, by Warren Upham; Tlie 1l1andans from 
tlie A, cltaeol ogical a1id Historical Standpo1nt, by Or1n G. Libby; 
Th e B1·it1sli Board of Trade {JIJ'ld tlie American Colonies, by O. lvI. 
Dickel'son; Cooperation A.1no1zg Historical Agencies a1id Act1vities 
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of tlie llliss1ssippi Valley, by Charles W. l\1ann; The Study a;id 
lVr1tzng of Jlzstory in tlie M1sszss2ppi Valley, by Clarence W .... .U­
·vord; The D1plo}}tat1c Correspo1idence of August its Oaesa,· Dodge, 
by Lo111s Pelzer; and Tlie Sect zonal Ele,nen,ts i1i tile Early History 
of M.1lu.:aultee, by Laurence i. Larson. The second volume of the 

Proceedzn,gs 1s now in press. 

In the October number of Tlie America,n, Histo,·ical Review J. 
Franklin Jameson presents a twenty page sketch of Tlie Anierican 
Historical Association, 1884-1909, which was doubtless written in 
view of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Association which \\'as 
celebrated at the last meeting. British; Druidism a1id tlie Ronta1i 
War Policy is the title of an article by W. F. Tamblyn. A discus­
sion of Th,e Cliaracter and Antecederits of tlie Cliarter of L ibe1 ties 
of Henry I is written by H enry L. Cannon. Tlie Policy of tlie 
Gernw.n Hanseatic League Respecti1ig tlie Mercantile llarine is 
traced briefly by Ernst Daenell; and there is an interesting address 
on the subject of TJie Share of .America in Civilization, delivered at 
the University of Wisconsin in June, 1909, by Ambassador Joa­
quim T abuco, of Brazil. nder the heading of Doc11,nients may be 
found a number of Papers Relating to Bourb on~ County, Georgia, 
1785-1786, contributed by Edmund C. Burnett. 

An article of much interest to westerners is one by Reuben Gold 
Thwaites on the subject of The Oh,io Valley Press Before tlie War 
of 1812-15, which is publjshed in the Proceedi1igs of tlie Anlerican 
.Antiquarian Society for 1909. Not only is there an excellent dis­
cussion of the variot1s newspapers, treating of their cl1aracter and 
influence, but a number of facsimile r eproductions of first pages 
add interest to the description. Early Span,isli Cartograpliy of tlie 
New W orld, by Edward Luther Stevenson, in connection with 
which there is given a reduced r eproduction of the Wolfenbiittel­
Spanish Map, is another important contribution. A sketch of 
Early Corri,nercial Pro uidence, by William B. Weeden; and Tliree 
Docu11ie1its of 1775 complete the contents. Under the latter head­
ing may be founcl a letter from Samuel Paine to Dr. William 
Paine, Peter Thatcher 's Account of the Battle of Bt1nlcer Hill, and 
a letter from Thomas Jefferson to Joh11 Page. 

' 

• 
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Tlie Oliio Arcliaeological a1id Historlcal Quarterly for October 
is larger than usual and is filled ,,rith interesting articles. The first 
eight:r pages are devoted to a full report of the cco1id A1i1iu.al 
Meetiiig of tlie Oh io Valley Historical Association, -v;1hich was l1eld 
at 1farietta, Ohio, in November, 190 . The Developnien.t of tlie 
Miami Country, by Frank P. Goodwin; Ai,to Trip Over tlie Old 
1Vat1onal Road, b:r .Albert Douglas; lfliitelaw Reld iii Ooli1,nib1cs, by 
Edward L. Taylor; Tlie zege of Fo1 t 1lleigs, by Earl A Sal1ers; 
Tlie India12 as a Diploniatic Factor i,i tlic lILstory of tlie Old l'{ortlv­
west, by Isaac Joslin ox; and Tlie Useful Results of Histo1·ical 
Controversy, by William Z. Davis, are all articles of more than 
local interest. .A.bout the only cause for regret to be found in this 
number of the Quarterly 1s the fact that the inclex to the eighteenth 
vol11me, here included, is not more comprehensive. 

ACTIVITIES 

The Iississippi Valley Historical Association will hold its next 
annual meeting at Iowa ity during the last week in 1\Iay. 

The Ohio State Archaeological and Historical Society is engaged 
in the unique occupation of preparing an archaeological atlas of 
Ohio. 

Frederick B. Richards has been chosen to fill the vacancy in the 
secretaryship of the New York State Historical Association oc­
casioned by the death of Robert 0. Bascom. 

The annaal meetings of the Texas State Historical .Association 
are held on March 2 of each year, on the anniversary of the declara­
tion of the independence of Texas from l\Iexico in 1836. 

At the monthly meeting of the Louisiana Historical Society on 
November 17, 1909, a paper on the subject of the History of tlie 
J esuits' Plantation, f ormi1ig part of Concession, to Bieriville, ,vas 
r ead by Charles T. Soniat. 

l\Ir. Edgar R. Harlan has been appointed Curator of the Ilis­
torical Department of Iowa. l\Ir. Harlan "\Vas assistant for more 
than a year to the late Charles Aldricl1. founder of the Department, 
and has had charge of the work as Acting urator since l\'.farch, 



152 IOWA JO Rr .AL OF HISTORY A1TD POLITICS 

1908. He is, therefore, well acquainted ,vith the duties of the 
c11ratorship, and enters upon the work under favorable circt1m­

stances. 

The State Historical ociety of 1 T orth Dakota is arranging a 

competitive contest among the school children of the various coun­
ties of the tate. Prize are offered for the best e ay on the gen­
eral subject of the early history of the tate, local sketches being 
the matter chiefly desired. It is proposed also to publish the best of 
these e say in son1e form later on. The object of the Society is to 

create a greater interest in local history throughout the State. 

The annual meeting of the Decatur County ( Iowa) Historical 
Society was held at Lamoni on November 23, 1909. The principal 
address was one by Daniel F. Lambert in which he emphasized the 
importance of the work of the Society. The officers ,vho served 
during the past year ,vere reelected. Reports were made on the 
progress of the ociety, and plans were adopted looking toward 
the pt1blication of certain material. It is proposed to reduce the 

membership fee from one dollar to fifty cents. 

An interesting meeting of the Ilistorical ociety of 1.Iarshall 
County, Iowa, was held at the public library in niarshalltown on 
rovember 17, 1909. The papers read were as follows: Tlie Or­

ga1ltzatio1i of Toivns i1i .Zllarsliall ou1lfy, by T. P. ~Iarsh; The 
First Stores ancZ Business Hottses, by B. A. Beeson; Iron Foundries, 
M,lls and Factories, b)' ::\Ierritt Greene; The First chools ancl 
Academies, by ~Irs. A C. bbott; and The Early C'h urches of Mar­
sliall County, by John W. Wells. Tl1e Society ha voted that in the 

future it will have four meetings each )Tear. 

The fifty-seventh annt1al meeting of the tate Historical ociet:v 
of Wiscons111 ,vas helcl on October 21 1909. The principal addres 
of the occasion was delivered by Professor Jame lton James, of 
Jorthwestern University, on tl1e st1bject of Indian Dlploniacy ancl 

tlie Opening of the Re,vol11.tion in tlie West. T11e report of the 
Secretary revealecl a gro,vth in all branches of the ociety's ,,ork 
during the past year. The accessions to t}1e library d11ring tl1e 
year ending September 30, 1909, amounted to over twelve thousand 

• 
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titles, the principal large additions being the private libraries of 

the late Judge S. . Pinney and l\frs. Anna R. Sheldon. In spite 

of the splendid building in 1Yhich the ociety 1s located many de­
partments are overcrowded because of lack of space. 

The Department of Historical Research in the arnegie Insti­
tution of Washington has made considerable progress in its various 

lines of activity during the past six months. The ,vork of gather­
ing material in the German archives r elative to German emigration 

to America has been completed by Professor l\I. D. Learned. A 
guide to the materials relating to American history to be found in 

Rome and other Italian archives hac; been prepared by Professor 

Carl Ru. sell Fi h. The 11st of Spanish archives-document 
found in tl1e United tates, b:r Dr. J. A. Robertson, 1s finished; and 
the inventory of manuscript materials for American Protestant 

religious history, by Professor .Allison, is nearly completed. Pro­
fessor H erbert E . Bolton has also ended his investigations among 
the archives in J\Iexico. 

The Kansas State Historical Society held its thirty-fot1rth an­
nual meeting on December 7, 1909. . B. Whiting was chosen 
President; George W. ~fartin, Secretary; and Lucy S. Greene, 

Treasurer. A site has been purchased and the contract let for ex­
cavation and foundations for a magnificent ne\v lV[emorial and 
Historical Building. which will be the home of the Society ,vl1en 
completed. The library now nu1nbers over one hu11clred and eighty 

thousand titles, including botmd ne"·spapers and magazines; " rhile 
the other collections of tl1e Society in the ".,.ay of archives. n1ant1-
scripts, maps, pictures, and r elics aniount to an even larger nt11nber 
of items. It is interesting to note that among tl1e rece11t accessions 
to life membership in the Societ)T are three children, t,\·o boys a11d 
a girl , no one of whom is four years of age. 

The l\finnesota Historical Society has r ecently r eceived son1e 
notable additions to its mant1script collection. P erhaps tl1e most 
interesting is a group of abot1t nve h11ndred letters, paper"i and ac­

count books originally belonging to the pioneer trader .l\Iartin Ic­
Leod, who was a member of the Territorial Cot1ncil from 1 49 to 
1 53. These papers r elate chiefly to the fur trade in the :Thlinnesota 
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country. The other group consists of nearly one thousand letters 
and papers from the collection of Dr. Edward D . .L Te1ll, the well­
known Iinnesota l1i torian The ociety has 1n preparation the 

fot1rteenth volume of it Collections. At the meeting held on De­
cember 13, the chief topic of d1scusison was a stone bearing runic 
inscriptions, purporting to date from the )·ear 1362, which was 

found in ilinnesota in 189 . 

The third annual meeting of the Ohio Valley Historical Associa­

tion was held at Frankfort, Kentucky, October 14-16, 1909. The 
first t,vo sessions were devoted to a conference of college history 
teachers, and a conference on historical manuscript collections. At 
the afternoon session on October 15, the principal address of the 
occasion was delivered by Professor Frederick Jackson Turner, on 
the subject of Tlte Oliio Valley in tlie H1story of tlie 1'·atio1i. The 
session on Saturday morning was under the auspices of the Ken­
tucky State Historical ociety, and there ,vere papers b)T 1Irs. J en­
nie C. J\iiorton, Professor J. E . Tuthill, and Ir. J. W. Townsend. 
The last session consisted of a meeting of teachers of history in the 
public schools in the Ohio Valley. The Association is doing much 

to promote interest in local history. 

Perl1aps the most interesting sessions of the meeting of the 
American Ilistorical ssociation held at Tew York: ity, December 
27 to 31, 1909, '\\"ere those of Tuesday evening and Wednesday 
morning. Tuesday evening was devoted to discussions of the Work 
of Historical Societies in Europe, and there were reports by r epre­
sentatives from Great Britain, Germany, France, Holland, and 
Spain. On Wednesday morning there were a number of papers 
relating to British Const1tutional Development witl1 Special Refer­
ence to the Centenary of Gladstone. The other sessions, while not 
so unique, were nevertheless very profitable. At one of the confer­
ences in connection with tl1e meeting, Professor Edmond S. :Thieany 
read a paper on illorto11 MattlieuJ "JJJcCarver, Fro1itier City Builder. 
i\IcCarver ,vas one of tl1e fot1nders of Burlington, Iowa, and later 
was a potent factor in tl1e bt1ilding of various cities in the Pacific 

coast States. 
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The Department of HistorJ" of the State of Sol1th Dakota is a 

11nique institution in its organization and work. Within tl1e De­
partment and under tl1e direction of the Superintendent are five 
divisions; The State Historical SocietJ'. the tate Library, tl1e 
State Census, Vital tat1stics, and Legislative Reference. The 
fifth vol11rne of the Oollect1ons of the Department, ,vhich ,vill be 
devoted chiefly to the history of capital locations in Dalcota Terri­
tory and South Dakota, is in preparation. Tl1e uperintendent, 
Doane Robinson, delivered an address at the dedication of a monu­
ment provided by the citizens of Vermilion, on the site of the first 
permanent school house in Dakota. The dedication occurred Au­
gust 25, the one hundred and fifth anniversary of the v1 1t of Lewis 
and Clark to Vermilion. On April 1 the Department will move 
into quarters in the New Capitol building. 

During the s11mmer and fall the Buffalo Ilistorical Society com­
pleted its building, which now represents a total cost of construe-

• 

tjon of over two hundred thousand dollars. In Decernber the So-
ciety issued volume thirteen of its Publ2cat1ons. Volume fourteen 
which is now in press ,vill contain among other things the corre­
spondence of officers and agents of the Ilolland Land Company with 
De Witt Clinton and others, regarding canal construction in New 
York State. The letters run from 1 0 to 1 25, and as yet. with a 
few exceptions, have never been published. The orjginals are 
owned by the Society. In this volume will also be printed the 
journal of Colonel William L. Stone's tour from 1 ew York City 
to Buffalo and Niagara in 1 29. Besides its regular course of en­
tertainments for members, the Society conducts free Sunday after­
noon lectur es at its building. to which the public are invited. These 
lectures have proved very popular. It was largely due to the So-
1ciety that a branch of the Archaeological Institute of .America has 
r ecently been formed in Buffalo. 

THE KENSINGTON RUNE STONE 

Dr. Warren Upham, Secretary of the ::\Iinnesota Historical So­
ciety, sends the following report of its monthly meeting on De­
reember 13, 1909: 
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The discovery of the Kensington Rune tone. its inscriptions,. 
and the opinions concerning them, were the themes of addresses at 
this meet1ng l)J' lIJal1nar R. Iloland, of Ephraim, Wisconsin; Prof. 
Andrew Foss11m, of St. Olaf allege, Northneld, nfinnesota; Prof . 

. II. Winchell, the former tate Geologist, now archaeologist for 
the nfinnesota Historical ociety; and Dr. Knut Hoegh, of ~Iinne­
apolis, who l1ad 1nter,rie,vecl Olof Ohman, the "?edi h farmer on 
whose land the stone was found, and others of his neighbors, con­
cerning the circumstances of its discovery. It was found in .August, 
1 98, by the farmer and his son while clearing off poplar woods 
from a part of the farm, about three miles north of Kensington, a 
railway station and village in the southwest corner of Douglas 
county, in the western central part of l\Iinnesota. A poplar tree 
growing above the stone, which lay thinl:r covered by the soil and 
with its rune inscribed face downward, had sent a root across the 
upper face of the stone, showing that 1t had lain there at least 
about thirty years, that is, from a time antedating the first settle­
ments of the Scandinavian farmers in the region. 

By advice of the local school-teacher, who thought the characters 
of the inscriptions perhaps similar to the ancient runes, the stone 
was soon forwarded to the professor of Scandinavian literature in 
the University of 1:innesota and to other experts in hicago, who 
recognized most of the cl1aracters a rl1nes of the later part of the 
runic period. But the translation so obtained made the a tonish­
ing claim that it was the record of an exploring expedition of 

Jorsemen, which was regarded by the translators as a sufficient 
proof of its bei11g a fra11d of a recent date. With this verdict, the 
stone was rett1rned to l\1r. Ohman, and for several years it lay neg­
lected in his dooryard. 

rew interest in the stone and its inscriptions, and a gradual 
vindication of their probable truth, after man:r further adverse 
criticisms and discl1ssions by runologists in this country and Eu­
rope, have come through the work of l\Ir. Roland, who in 1898 was 
grad11ated at the University of Wisconsin. In his researches for 
writing a history of Nor,vegian immigration to the United States, 
of which the first volume was published in 1908, l\Ir. Iloland has 
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-visited nearly all places having a considerable number of .1 orse set­
tlers in the 1 orthwest, including their communities in Douglas 
County, 1\Iinnesota. During these travels, in August, 1907, he 
learned from i\Ir. Ohman the fact of his finding the rune stone, 
and obtained it for further investigations, being persuaded that it 
is what its inscriptions claim. 

The stone is about 30 inches long. 16 inches ,vide, and 6 incl1es 
thick, and it weighs about 230 poi1nds. I t is a fine-grained gray­
wacke, of dark gray color, eV1dently rifted from some large boulder 
of the glacial drift which forms the surface of all the surrounding 
-country. 

The translation of the inscriptiou on the face of tl1e stone in 
nine lines reads as follows : 

''Eight Goths [Swedes] and twenty-two Torweg1ans on an ex­
ploring journey from Vin eland very far ,Yest. We had a camp by 
two skerries [rocks in the water] one da:r's journey north from this 
stone. We were out .fishing one day. Wl1en ,Ye returned l1ome, we 
found ten men red ,v1th blood and dead. A V.:\I. [Ave l\iaria] 
Save us from the evil.'' 

On the edge of the stone an inscription in three lines reads tht1s: 
''We have ten n1en by the sea to look after our vessel, fourteen 

days' jot1rney from this island. Year 1362. '' 
The description of the place of their camp and fish1ng, and of 

the massacre of their comrades, a day's travel north of the rune 
stone, led to much search, in the late at1tumn of 1909, for such a 
place on the numerou lah:es at such a distance north,vard. Pro­
fessor Fossum, after examining several lakes, thought the locality 
might be identified on the eastern part of Lake Christina. Later 
searcl1es by :\fr Roland and Professor Winchell lead tl1em to be-• 

lieve confidently that the runic description is better n1et by a spot 
on the southwest part of Pelican Lake, where t\vo exceptionally 
large boulders at the shore line rise about six feet above the ,vater. 

l\1r. Roland, in his address at tl1is meeting, toolr 11p and ans\vered 
in serial order the various objections that have been raised against 
the gen11ineness of the r11ne stone, classifying them as general, 
runic, and linguistic. The main general obstacle is tl1e great dis--
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tance inland; for when the ,.orsemen had colonies in Greenland 
from 985 A. D. through the ensuing five centuries, with expedi­
tions thence to Vineland, identified as ova Scotia, or p erhaps 
eastern 11assachusetts, we could somewhat readily accept a r11ni c 
r ecord if it were found near our northeastern coast. 

Professor Foss11m set forth a very interesting theory of the prob­
able route of this exploring expedition, sailing from some part of 
our North Atlantic coast through Hudson Strait and by leaving 
their vessel, as we may suppose, near the mouths of 1 elson and 
Hayes rivers, ascending with small and portable boats or canoes 
to Lake Winnipeg, thence up the R ed River to its first series of 
strong rapids and falls, terminating a few miles below Fergus Falls1 

11innesota, and thence crossing the country, probably by streams, 
small lakes, and portages, some twenty miles south-eastward to 
P elican Lake. In the long days of s11mmer, when fifteen working 
hours or more may be rated for a day, and not counting time lost 
by stormy weather and by halts for r est and for fishing and hunt­
ing, it may be accepted that fourteen such long days of rapid canoe 
travel would suffice for the whole inland journey. 

Professors Foss11m and Winchell and Dr. Hoegh agreed with 
11r. Roland in regarding all objections thus far made against the 
rune stone as answerable by attributing the inscriptions to a Swe­
dish priest or scribe acco1npanying the expedition. i\Ir. Roland 
cited official memoranda showing that the Scandinavian home gov­
ernment in the year 1355 sent out a vessel with a commission to ex­
plore the lands west of Greenland, and that it returned in 1364; 
but no European record of the r egions visited appears to be extant. 

This rune stone probably almost five and a half centuries old, has 
been deposited by 11r. Roland in the l\Iuseuro of the :Thiinnesota 
Historical Society in the new fire-proof Capitol. 

THE STATE HISTORICAI1 SOCIETY OF IOWA 

11r. E. H. Downey's History of Labor Legislation i1i Iou;a 1·s 
• now m press. 

Dr. John C. Parish is engaged in gathering material r elative 
to the early history of Dubuque and other cities on the eastern bor­
der of Iowa. 
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Among the accessions to the library of the Society during the 
past quarter are nearly three hundred volumes from the library of 
the late J udge Samuel H. Fairall. 

A life of John Olianibers, the second Governor of the Territory 
of I owa, written by Dr. John C. Parish, mll be ready for distri­
bution in the near future. 

The Society has recently issued a new volume in the Iowa Bio­
graph 1cal eries :\Ir. Harvey Reid, of l\1aquoketa, is the author 

of the volun1e ,\·luch is a life of Tlionias Oo.x, a pioneer Iowa legis­
lator. 

On the evening of December 3, 1!>09, Dr. Benj. F. Shambaugh 
delivered an address on Oorn,niission, For-,ns of lllu,n,icipal Govern,_ 
ment before the 1-finnesota Academy of Social c1ences at 1'i1n­
neapolis. 

I t is planned to hold a meeting o.f the Society during the last 
week in l\fay, in connection w1th the annual meeting of the l\Iiss1s­
sippi Valley Historical Association. A splendid opport11nlty ,Yill 

be afforded to hear speakers of national r eputation, and to gain in­
spiration from conferences on various phases of historical work. 

The follo,ving persons ha,1e r ecently been elected to membership: 
Dean "\\rm. G Raymond, I owa ity, Io,,ra; Hon. Ralph Otto, Io,va 

City, Io,va ; Hon. E. D. hassell, Des :\Joines. Io,va; Justice H orace 
E Deemer , Red Oak, Iowa; :i\Ir. Rayn1oncl B. Leland, edar Falls, 
Io,Ya ; Dea11 . E. ~1 easl1ore, Io,va it)", Io,,a; H on. J ames S. lark­
son, 1 ... e,v York: City; H on. H W. By·ers, Des l\foines, Io,va; i\Ir. 
C. H . ro,ve. Clarion, Io\va; lVfr Charles F. IIuebner, Jr., Io,va 

ity, Io,va; Judge Emlin l\fcCla1n, l o\va 1ty, Io,va; l\Ir. Willia1n 
H amill Tedford, Cory·don, Io" a; l\f r . 0. i\I. Gillett, Independence, 

Io"'a; Hon. Frank P Woods. Estherville. Io,va: Hon. George Cos­
son, Des i\loinec:;, Iov;a; Col. G. W Crosle:y·, D ec., l\Ioines, Io,va; Hon. 
L. E. Francis, pirit Lake, I owa; lVfr. W. R. Huntington, Tew Yorlc 

1ty; ?\fr. 0. L Keith, Io,va 1ty Iowa, i\lrs. Clara 1\.. eidig, Des 

?\Ioines, Io\va; Hon. . H. Van Law, l\Iarshallto,vn, Iowa; l\·Ir. John 
I. i\1 t1llany, Dubuque, Iowa. l\1Ir. J. A. Green of Stone City, Iowa, 
was elected to life membership. 


