
In another p,11)c1· where the writer l1ab described l1i to1·
ically tl1e formation of counties 111 Iowa tl1e subject of 
bounda1·ie wa treated in a general ,va)r.1 It i tl1e objert 
of tl1i })8IJer to trace the bo11ndar~r histor)r of eacl1 count)" 
eJ)a1·atel~r. Tl1e disc11ssion center~, in eacl1 ca ·e abo11t tl1e 

c tablislrment of the county and a11}r alteration made or 
I>roposed in its boundaries. In addition to this it lia--= 
seemed wi".le to note tl1e older counti from wl1ich each new 
counf::\r wa · ca1·, .. ed eithe1· in wl1ole or in }Ja1·t ( ee Jfa1) II.) 
an(l al. o to indicate tl1e India.n land ce. ions 2 and r se1·v·a
tion. to "yl1ich tl1e territorJr of enel1 cot1nt~r l1ad 1Jelong·ecl. 
(~

1ee ~Ia11 I.) 

It i we]l known to tude11ts of Iowa hi~tor,r tl1at the ter-
• 

ritory inclucled witl1in tl1e limits of the })t·esent State of 
Iowa belonged to tl1e Ter1·ito1·y of 11ichig,an f1·om 1 34 to 
1836 and to tl1e Terri to1·y of \Visconsin from 1 36 to 1 3 ; 
also tl1at tl1e 1Je1·iod of the T 1·1·itory of Iowa date?~ from 
1 3 to 1 46. and the })e1·iod of 8tatel1ood from tl1e Iate1· 
date to tl1e present time. It 11a not seemed neres~,1ry in 
the following· }Ja1Je1· to note wl1icl1 of tl1e foreg·oing· JJerio<l 
tl1e history of eac]1 co11nty l1a S}Jannecl. When tl1e date of 
establislunent has bee11 g·i,Ten it i. compa1·ati,,.ely ea c;y fo1· 
tl1e reade1· to dete1111i11e this mn tler fo1· J1in1seJf. Since tl1 
fi1·st counties we1·e estal)lisl1ecl i11 Iow,1 in 1 :34. it 11a · 

seemed even less neressa1·v to e111m1erate tl1e differeut te1·ri-• 

torial and foreign ju1·iRdiction~ of wl1iel1 t11e t<?rritorJr of 
the p1·esent State for1necl a })art 1)rio1· to tl1at date. 

1 See article entitled History of the Establis1t1nent of Counties in, Iowa in 
the J"uly, 1908, number of TnE Io" A J"ou&NAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS. 

2 A 11st of Indian land cessions in Iowa accompanies the above mentioned 
article. 
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It was Cll, tomary to attach newly created countic to 
olde1' on at fir t merely f 01' revenue purpo .. e , later £01· 

judicial, r ,1enue, and election purpo . To mention has 
been made of these attachments in this paper on the g·ro11nd 
that such a r cord belongq more Pl'Ol)erly to tl1e histo1·y of 
the organization of the counties - a subject to be treated 
in anotl1eI· IJU}Jer. 

Following the treatment of the ninetJr-nine exi ting coun
tie of Iowa will be found ome mention of countie wl1ich 
h:rv·e been blottec1 out temporary counties, and propo ed 
countie .3 

Freq11ent 1·ef erence will be necessary to the serie of 
maps 4 wl1ich accompanies tl1e w1·ite1· 's f orme1· })aper which 
appeared in the July 190 , n11mber of THE lo\VA ,JouR ...... AL 

OF H1 TORY AND POLITICS. 

Adair.-Tl1e bounclaries of dair ounty were defined 
by an act of the legi latt1re of the tate of Iowa, ap111·o~ed 5 

on tJ ant1aI·y 15 1 51.6 .... s\.s e tabli bed at tl1is time tl1ey 
have been pe1manent. 

The ,veste1·n part of the county was carved from the 
01·iginal C1ot1nty of Pottawatamie.7 Tl1e northern tier~ of 
townships l1ad forme1~1y been within the borders of the 
original ounty of Keokuk. ( ee lap II.) The no1·thwest 
corne1' had been included within both of these countie .8 

3 Seo below p. 116. 
4 See the July, 1908, number of THE IowA JOURNAL OF HISTORY Al\"D PoLI

T1cs, pp. 441-456. 
5 Wherever in this paper a elate is given for the establishment of a county it 

is to be understood, in case of no explanation, to be the date when the act 
creating the county was appro'\'ed by the Governor. 

o Latl)S of Io1oa1 1850-1851, p. 2i. 
7 This is the spelling of the act creating the county. 
8 In this paper tbe original County of Demoine is not extended across the 

• 
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The te1·ritory in <lair Count:v· was not all acquired from 
the Indian at tl1() bame time. Tl1e a tern })a1·t wa ceded 
by the ac and Foxes in the treaty dated October 11, 1 42. 
The weste1--n })art after· lia,ring· lJeen once acquirecl from 
variou tribes lJ~ .. tl1e term of tl1e treaty of ~July 15, 1 30 
wa gi\"en a a 1·e er,,ation to tli Pott,1watta1nie nation on 

e1)t mbe1· 26, 1 0: . It wa · finall) .. cedecl by tl1e e Indians 
in a treat~ .. d,1t cl .Jt1ne 5 a11d 17 1 -!6. (See l\fa1) I.) 

Ada111s.-Lil{ 1\.dai1·, .Adams ount} .. was c1·eated 1J1 tl1e 
act of ,J aut1a1•)r 15, 1 31.0 It boundarieh 1·ecei"r d at tl1is 
time l1ave neve1· lJeen alter d. It wa car,recl entirely from ., 

tl1e orig·inal ount)T of Pottaw,1 tamie. ( ~ee l\1aJ) II.) 
The terri to1·} .. incl t1ded wi tl1i11 t lie limit of da1n ( 1ounty 

wa · fi1· t cedecl to tl1e lTnitec1 State g·o,1eru1nent h)T the 
terms of tl1e trca ty of ,J ul"v· 15, 1 :30. This ces ion wa. . ~ 

made b,~ ~e, .. eral In(lian tribe wl1icll l1eld ri1;ral claim to tl1e .. 
ame 1·egion. By t1·eaty ... 1e1)teml)el' 26 1. 33, 1.\.dan1s 1ount}"' 

became !)art of a 1·e r,Tation g·i,1 e11 to tl1c Potta wattarnie 
nation. This reser,1atio11 was reeled bacl{ to tl1e go,1el'nment 
by the te1m.. of a treat}r sig·ned on ,J line 5 a11d 17, 1 46. 
( 

1ee l\fap I.) 

Alla111alcee.-.1\..Ilamakee iount~r, in tl1e nortl1ca t corner· 
of the State, wa createcl l)y a11 act of tl1e legi Iature of 
the tate of Iowa ap1)ro,1 ec1 011 Feb1·uary 20 1 47.10 It 
bounda1·ie. a fir t defi11ed l1ave 1· mai11e<l 11e1·n1auent. Tl1e 
te1'ritorv included witl1in tl1e new county l1acl been o I'e-.. .. 
cently acquired from tlle Indians 11 that it bad not yet been 

State of Io,va but is liu1itetl to the southern part of the Black IIa,vk Purchase. 
(See Map II.) If the larger dimensions " ·ere gi'"en to this early county, it 
coul<l be said that the three southern tiers of present counties were carvetl frou1 
its original territory. 

o Lat1,;s of Iowa, 1850-1851. p. 27. 

10 Laus of Ioua, 1 46-1847, p. 81. 

11 October 13. 1846. 
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l11·veyed by tl1e nited • tates governm nt. The treat} .. of 
c ion bad not )ret been 1·atified by the nited ~ tates en
ate. no1· the Indians remo,1ed fr·om tl1e l)u1·cha&e.12 Beca11se 
of tl1e --e faets the act authorizecl the county co1n111i sione1· 
of 1layton to l1ave the boundarie of the new countjT sur
\1eyed and marked off, the line, so e tabli bed to be reco 0 ·

nizecl until the go\"ernment ·~11r\Tey . l1oulcl be com1lleted. 
Jayton ounty was to be reimb111·sed by 1\.llamakee f 01· 

th expense incurred. 
The outl1ea t co1·ner of tl1e co11nt)T had been within the 

limits of the orig·inal ounty of Dub11que. ( ee 1'Iap II.) 
The ame area l1acl .. ince the act of December 21 1 37. been 
a part of layton ounty.13 The 1·emainder was car, .. ed 
from the territory of tl1e original County of Fayette al o 
c1·eatecl in 1 :37. ( .. ee l\IaJ) II.) 

TI1e ·outl1ea tern !)art of ... \..llan1akee ( 1ountJ·· - the same 
area as 111entioned abo, .. - wa l)art of the ac and Fox 
ee._ ·io11 of ~ eptembe1· 21 1 32, known a& the Black Ilawk 
Pu1·cba e. The northwe&t corne1· wa ceded by variot1 
• 

1 ioux tribe. on July 15, I L 30. On tl1e ame date tl1e 
r 1nai11cler of tl1e county wa~ acqt1ired from tl1e ac and 
Fox tribe. . ~ 1 ee ~Ia1) I.) Tl1e e la t two ce ion con ti
tl1te<l what wa call d tl1e · .J.Teut1·al trip'' 01· eutral 
Cl ro11nd ' of which tl1e mo t of ... llc1makee f orn1ed a p,1rt. 
T11e eastern part of tl1e '' .1. T ct1tral trip'' was g·i,ren by the 

nitecl States go,"e1--nment a a re er,Tation to the Winne◄ 

bagoes on ept mbe1· 15, 1 32. ..c\. a 1·est1lt it wa ag·ain 
ced cl to tl1e nited tat s - this time by the 1Vinnebagoes 
in the t1·eaty of Octobe1· 1. , 1 46. 11 of the pre ent area 
of 1\Jlamakee, except the s011tbea tern co1·ner , formed part 
of tl1e "\\7 innebago re e1·vation of 1 32 and hence of the ces
. ion of 1 46. 

1 :? See section 3 of the act. 
1 3 Ree :Map IX in the Ju]y, 1908, number of TnE Io"· A J ouRN.AL OF HISTORY 

.AND POLITICS. 

• 
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.Appanoosr.-E t,1bli hed bJT an act of the 1 °·i lat11re of 
the T r1·itor r of Iowa, appro,1ed on Februa1·y 17, 1 43,14 

.Appanoo. e 1011nty recci,Ted its p 1·man nt bouncl,t1·ie tl1e 
da)r it wa .., t,1 lJli .. l1ecl. Tl1e territory of t11e ·ot1ni)" w<1s 
entire}, ... wit11in tl1 limits of the ac and Fo.· ce. ion of O -i_ 

• 

tolJ 1~ 11 1 4-2 ancl })robably all of it lay ea t of th line 
wl1icl1 <1i, ... iclec1 t11at t() io11 into two l)t1rt ·. (Ree 1fcll) I.) 

A 1,clubo1l .-Tl1e bo11nclarie of ud11bon 1ountv were 
• 

fir t cl finecl b}r clll ,1ct of tl1 l gi la t11r of tl1e State of 
Io,v,t appro,Ted on January 15 1 51.15 .... ..._..., tablished ,1t 
tl1i time the ·011nty WclS oue-fot1rtl1 lc1r0 • r tl1an at J)rC~-

11t, i11clt1din()• on 1·c111g of to,,-n l1ips "rl1icl1 now belong 
to J 11tl1ri e 1011nt . in Or1 J:i bruc.llV 5 1 51 1 7 t ]1 re w,1 ... 

• • 

a111)ro, .. d an a ·t 1·eclefinincr tl1e bol1nclaries of Gl1th1·ie Olln-
ty by xt ndi11°· ii ~vc tern lJ01111cln1·y on 1·an°· fartl1er 
we t. The effe ·t of tl1i act was to reduce 4\.ud11bon ounty 
to it l)l'e ent izC1, alt11ol1°·11 ~\l1111bon w~1 not 111 11tior1ed jn 

tl1e law. Tl1e cl1nn,0 ·c wa ] gal, howe\1Cr ince on . ection 
of the l,1w 1·c1)ealecl all aC't or pc11·ts of acts conflicting with 
it. The bot1ncla1·ie 1·e ·eivecl in this way by 1\l1dubon ("oun
ty l1c1,1e 1·emain cl ]) rmanent. 

TJ1e te1·rito1·y within th pre ent limits of 1.\..udubon 
ol1n ~.,. wa · f 01n1erly l)a1·t of tbe 01·iginal "ounty of Keo

kuk. ( 1 ee nfaJ) II.) .... 1-\11 e~ ·e1)t the northeast <·or11er was 
later· witl1in the 1Jounc1 of t11e original C1ounty of Pottawat-

• am1e. 
Tl1e nortl1ea "'tern 1)a1·t of 1i.l1<lubon was incll1cled within 

the Jjmits of tl1e ~ ac ancl Fox cession of Octobe1· 11, 1842. 
Tl1e bulk of tl1e ter1·itory of tl1e county was ceded to the 

1.i Revised Statutes of the Territory of Iowa, 1843, p. 131. 

1:; JJau·s of Jou a. ] 30-J :il, p. 27. 

10 Rec> :Saps .XI an!l Xll in the July, 1908, nu1uber of TUE Io,vA .TotRNAL OF 
liISTOR\ .A. D POLJTJC~. 

11 Lau,;s of Ioua, 1 50-1 51, p. 194. 
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nited tates 0 ·o, .. ernment by ,Ta1·ious Indian tribes as early 
as July 15, 1 30. Tl1e same area wa includecl witl1in a 
reservation g·iven to the Pottawattamie nation lJy treaty of 

eptember 26, 1 33, and finally ceded to the United .. tates 
by th later" treaty of .June 5 ancl 17 1 -!G. ( ee .... [a1) I.) 

Bento11.- s :fi1· t stablished Benton 1ountv· was created .. 
by an act of th 1 g·i. latt11·e of tl1e Te1·1·itory of Wisconsin 
app1·oved on Dece1nber 21 1 37.18 In its main 1)ur1)ort this 
law was one . 11bdi,Tiding tl1e ori 0 ·inal ounty of Dubuque. 
In 1·ealit)-r, l1owe,, r two-third , of the ac and Fox ce ion 
of October 21 I 37, was al o made use of in establishino
the new countie 11amed in tl1e art. But even this wa. not 
all. Fou1· of tl1e countiec, namely Benton~ Buchanan, Fay
ette and Ir eol{ul{ included va t a1·eas to which tl1e Indian 
titles we1·e not yet xtinguishec1. Thi makes the act of 
Decembe1\ 1 37, pec11liar in cl1aracter ince1 as a rule, lands 
were not inclucled in c tabli"' lied countie 11ntil tl1e Indian 
titles were xtinguisl1ed. 

Tl1e bo11nda1·ie · of Benton ounty as g·i,l'en in tl1e law ju t 
mentioned we1·e a follows: '' 11 tl1e ·ountry lying we t 
of tl1e 011nt~r of Li11n and between tl1e line clividing to,vn
shi1)s eigl1ty-one n11d eig·l1tJ,.-two no1·tl1, and tl1e line divid
ing town l1ip. eigl1ty- ix and eig·l1t~·-se-ven. extended to tl1e 
western lJ011nda1•,T of tl1e t e1·1·itorv' '. Tl1e l)oundarie of 

• • 

Linn (1ounty l1ad l)een defined in tl1e !)receding· section of 
the same act, it western bo11ndary being })laced on the line 
between I'ang·e eig·ht and nine we. t. Tl1e '' weste1·n bound
ary of tl1e tcrritorv'' which was to limit Benton ounty on 

• • 

the we t, 1·eferred to tl1e western boundary of the Te1·ritory 
of Wisconsin wl1ich at tl1is time wa tl1e J\Iis ouri and \Vhite 
Earth ri,1er s. Benton ounty, tl1erefo1·e extended from 
Linn C1011nty across tl1e J)re ent tate of Iowa to its western 
borde1·. ( ee J\Ia11 II.) As thlt constitt1ted it incl11ded 

18 Laws of the Territory of Wisconsin, 1 36-183 , p 132. 

• 
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within its borde1"s the te1·1·itory of Benton, Tama, 1arshall, 
Story, Boone, G1"eene, a1·1·oll rawford, and I\fonona 
counties tog·ether witl1 the southern tier of townships in 
the counties of -W ... oodbury Ida ~ .,f1c, ialhoun, v\Teb ter, 
Hamilton, Hardin, and Grundjr as tl1e. countie.. exi t to
day. ( ee l\faJ) II.) 1:\.t tl1e time Benton 1ounty wa -- e -
tablished, the Indian titles l1ad been xting·ui lied to only a 
pa1·t of tl1e te1·ritorJ'" of the JJre. ent co11nt)· of tl1,1t nau1e. 

The 01·ig·inal Benton wa one of tl1e t m1Jorary countie~ 
se\"'eral of whicl1 w re e. talJli lied in Iowa in the earl ~l 

• 
days. It bound,irie. were 1·eclefined and tl1e county 1·e-
duced in ize b,· n.n act of tl1e 1e0 ·i latl11·e of tl1e T rritor,r 

• • 

of Iowa aJ)p1·0,·ed on Feb1·uarJr 17 1 J3.19 It was undoubt-
edly tl1e intention of tl1e f1·amer'> of thi act to g·i,·e to Ben
ton ount~- its p1·e ent boundarie lJut in attem1)ting· to clo 
this an e1·ror was 111ade. Tl1e l)ound~lries gi, ... en to tl1 1·e
ducec1 cot1nt,· in ... ection nine of tl1 act 1·eacl as follows: ' l)e-• 

ginning at tl1e nortl1we. t corner of Linn col1ut~r~ tl1e11 e 
we t to 1·an°·e (13) tl1irteen we t: thence south on . ai<l li11e 
to tl1e cor11er of town l1i1)s ( 1) ei 0 ·l1ty-one and ( 2) eig·ht~r
two of 1·nng·e (13) tlrirteen and (14) fo11rtee11 west; thence 
east to r-.outl1we t co1·ner of I.Ji1111 count,r: tl1e11cc 1101·tl1 

• 

to the place of beg·inning. '' 1\.ccordino· to t11i de ·cri1)tion 
the nortl1ern bo11ncla1~v of tl1e new ount, .. of Benton was to 

~ . 
begin at the nortlrwe t co1·ne1· of Linn ot1nty and 1·t111 
'' thenc we~t to 1·ang·e ( 13) thirteen west'' . This can only 
mean that tl1e line in question 1·eacl1ecl to tl1e north and 
south line whicl1 divides 1·an°·es twel,re ancl tl1i1·teen we t. 
The weste1·n l)oundarv line wa then de ·rribed as 1·unnino· • 

from this })Oint soutl1 to the corner of to"W1.1sl1ips eig·l1ty-one 
and eigl1ty-two of rang·es '' (13) tl1irteen and (14) fo11rteen 
west''. I11 other words the we tern bounda1·y line was to 
1·1111 straigl1t soutl1 and yet arri,,,e at a l)Oint one to\vnship 

10 Reviseil Statutt;S of the Territory of Io wa, 1843, p. 131. 
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fartl1c1· ,,·c t tl1an it. tartjng })ojnt. This was clearly im
po silJle ancl l1erein lies the error. 'rl1e ea tern boundary 
of Taina ;ol111t)r ,v·a also affectec1. The line between Ben
tori nr1d r1"'a111n 1·e111,1inecl clefcctive until correctecl by an act 
of tl1e G er1er,tl _ e111lJly of Iowa appro,red on 11arch 22, 
1 5 .~0 B)T tl1i ]aw the bo11ndar)T in question was 1·edefined 
a11d clc ·l,11· cl J)1ain1y to be tlie line between ranges twelve 
ancl tl1irtcen "Te t of tl1 fiftl1 principal me1·idian. From 
thi ti111e on tl1e bo11ndc:1rie of Benton 01mty have re

m,1ined 11naltcrecl. 
TJ1e territors· of tl1e 1)1·e. ent co11ntJ· of Benton fo1merly 

lJelon °·ec1 to tl1e ~ 1
c1c aud Fo.· India 11. , b11t it wa .. not all <.lt:

quircd frou1 thc1u ,it the same time. ...4... narrow, triangula1' 
tri1) in tl1e ea tern 1)a1·t of tl1e co11uty, p1"obably four 01· 

fi,1c 111il wide at tl1e nortl1ern borde1· and taperin°· to a 
})oi11t 11 le.tr tl1e oi1tl1ern border, "Tn 1J,1rt of the ce ion of 
October 21~ 1 37. Tl1e 1·emainde1· of tl1e county, about 
eleven t,,Telfth. of it area 1·epre. ent the ces ion of Oc
tober lJ., 1 4-2. ( ee 1Iap I .) 

Bla clc. II c11ck .-Tl1is co1mt\~ wa c1·eated by an act of the • • 

legislat 11re of tl1e Territo1·J' of Io-wet aJ)lJro,Ted on FelJr11-
arj .. 17, 1 43.21 Located j11 t we t of B11chanan aunty, its 
bo11nc1arie we1·e de r1·ibecl in section eleven of the law as 
follo,,T"': 'beginning at the northwest co1~ner of Buchanan 
co1111t:t, tl1ence ,,C? t to ra11ge fifteen ,v-e ·t; tl1ence 011tl1 to 
tl1e corn r of to\vn 11ip ( 6) eighty-six and ( 7) eighty
seve11, of rc1nge (14) fourteen ancl (15) fifteen west; thence 
a. t to t11C? s011tl1"-e ·t corner of Bucl1anan count,T. tl1enue • 

north to tl1c r>la ·e of be 0 ·inning''. E rom thi" de c1·iption it 
i seen t11at the boun<laries of Black Ilawk County were de
fined in reference to tho ·e of Buchanan. Tl1e latter county 
hacl been e tabli hed hy the act of December 21, 1 37, its 

2n L,arcs of I 011 a, 1, ;jq, p. ~40. 

2 1 Re v1scc1 Statutes of the T erritory oJ I owa, 1 43, p. 131. 



boundarie 1·eacl1ing· clea1· ac1~08s tl1e tate of Iowa ancl 
even into outl1 Dakot,1. ( ee nfap II.) Those boundaries 
had neve1· been alte1·ecl conser1uently tl1e act whicl1 <le-
cribec1 the boundarie~ of Bla k Rawl{ ounty a ... jl1~t quot

ed ,vu~ . erio11 l:y· i11 erro1·. Tl1c nortl1we ... t ,111d so11tl1,ve~t .. 
corne1 of Bucl1anct11 ~re1'c not at all wl1e1·e tl1e act assun1ecl 
tl1em to be. The i11tcntion of tl1e framers of tl1e act was, no 
doubt, to giv to tl1e P two countie tl1e bou11dr:.ries usually 
accredited to tlle111 on count)1 111c1 p of Iowt1. urrol1nding· 
countieq of nece') 1t)~ gi,re tbe111 tl1i. . l1a1)c. Tl1e boundaries 
of Black I-Ia wk ha,~e neve1· been re<lefinecl. Left clef ectiv 
by the act e. tabli~l1ing tl1e1n tl1e)'" 1·e1nain clefecti,re toda)r.22 

Bla 1{ JI,1"Tk 
1
01111t}- n. ])i<·t11rccl 011 or<li11nr~r Illcl}) "'. ,,T,1s 

car,~ecl f ron1 tl1e 01·igin,tl 011n t~r of B t1cl1anan. ( ~ e 1\1 :1 l) 
II.) It.., territor}" "aq acq11irec1 fro111 tl1e Rue· <l11cl E o.· 111-

clian b)" tl1e term of tl1e trea t)1 of OctolJer 11, l 4 :Z. ( ee 
1'fa1) I.) 

Boo11e.-Boo11e 1011nt,1 wa .. c·arved fro1n tl1c tc1·riior, of 
• • 

tl1e orig·inal •ol1nt)1 of Benton (~ ee l\f:11) JI.) b)r a11 act il})-

pro,1e<l on J,1nua1 ). J :3, 1 46.2a J ts bounclaric · ,l tleiinccl 
in tl1is law l1t1,1e ne,·er been <llt 1·ec1. 1\.n a ttem1)t to 111odif.)T 
t11en1 ~ligl1t1J7 in J t) lJ)'" tl1rowing· tl1e to,,1'n of ~ l1el{lal1l into 
Stor~-r ,OllD t ~,. 111 o,~ccl 1111 11cce f 11 J. ( ft.,or ,l f1111 er acco1111t 
of tl1is attem1Jt . ee Poll{ and 8tor)r eot1ntie below.) Tl1e 
terrjtorv incl11c1ec1 wit l1in tl1c li1ni t of Boone (io11nt,1 ,,·n s 

• • 

ftcq11i1·ecl frOlll tl1e 8~1c a11d Fox Indians l)y tl1c t re,1 t,r or 
OctolJc1· J 1 1 -1-2. (See I\Iap I.) 

Bre1ller.- ()reated by tl1e act of January 13, J 51,21 tl1e 
boundaries o·i,1en to Bremer 1ol1nty at tl1a t time l1ave ne,1e1· 
~ince bee11 altered. Its territo1 y hncl fo1· a ti111e lJee11 l)nrt 

2:? ~re irap x,rr in the .Tnl:r, 1908, number of THE Io,v.& • .JOUR~AL OF JI1s
TORY .Al\D POLl'l'IC8. 

23 Lau s ot tlie T err1lory o on,a, >· - >, p. t ,,. f I ] 4 - 1 "'d c• .. 'l 

2t Lau·s of lou;a, l 50-1851, p. 2i. 
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of tl1e original 1ounty of Fayette. ( ee 1ap II.) The 
southern l)art of the count}r ( about half) had been acquired 
from th ac and Fox Indians by the t1·eaty of October 11 
1 -:1:2. ( ce ~ia1) I.) The northern portion wa. fir t ceded 
1). th an1e tribe. on .July 15, 1 30. It w,1 ineluc1ecl 
within tl1e region called the '' J. T eutral t1·ip' '. By a treaty 
si 0 ·necl on .. e1)tember 15. 1 32, all that pa rt of tl1e ' 1 ... eutral 

1tri1J ' wl1icl1 la~r ea"t of tl1e Red 1eclc1r Ri,"er wa ')edecl a -
a 1·e er,ration to tl1e Winnelia0 ·oe. . This inclt1ded most of 
tl1e nortl1ern l1alf of Breiner ounty. ( ee ia1J I.) This 
same a1·ea ,,,1 ceclecl back l)y tl1e Winnebagoe~ to the Unit
ed .. tate in tl1e treatv of O ·tobe1· 13 1 46 . 

• 

Bucl1anr,n.- TI1e ori 0 ·inal ount:v· of Burbanan wa e ta}J-.. 
li ·l1ec1 b~· an act of tl1e le0 ·i '"'latu1·e of tl1e Territory of "\;\-ri ·-
con in a1)proved on December 21, 1837.25 It· bounda1·ies 
wer e d . cribecl in section five of the act ju .. t mentioned a 
in<' l11cli11g· 1\.ll tl1e co11ntr~" l~rin°· ,ve t of t l1 cot1nt~r of 
Delaware a11cl bet"·ee11 tl1e li11e dividing town hi1)s eighty
si"\: and ight:·- e,1 en. and tl1e line dividing to,vn hips ninety 
ancl ninet3r-one no1·tl1, extended to the western boundary of 
tl1e territory''. Tl1e 1Joundaries of Delaware l1ad been cle-

• 

fi r1ecl in tl1e 1Jrecec1ing ection of tl1e act wl1ich 11lace1.l tl1e 
we te1·n line of tl1at county on the line between ranges ix 
ancl se,,.en we t. Tl1e '' western bounda1·y of the territo1·y'' 
can ref er onlv to the western limit of the Terri tor, of Wi. -

• • 

co11sin, tl1e leg·i latt1re of wl1ich passed tl1e act j11 t quotecl. 
Tl1e we. tern limit of tl1e Territory of Wisconsin was the 
1Ii souri and \\,.,..hite Eartl1 1·i,·e1·s. The new ounty of • 

B11chanan extended the ref ore f1·om the western line of Dela-
wa1·e ot1nt, clear across the ta te of Iowa and e,Ten into 

• 

the tate of outh Dakota. ( ee i\fa1J II.) A thu con-
stitutecl Bt1cbanan Countv inclt1ded all of tl1e ter1·itory of 

• 

25 La lvs of t he T erritory of 1Viscons111 , 183G-18J8, p. 13~. 

• 



the present co11nties of Buchanan and Black Hawk; all x
ce1)t the 011thern tier of town, l1ip in tl1e oun tie of 
Grundy, Ha1"din, Hamilton Web ter, all1oun. ac, Ida and 
\Voodbury, together with the 011the1·n tier of to,vn hi}) in 
each of tl1 cot1ntie of Plymoutl1 berol{ Bucn,1 ,Ti ta, 
Pocal1onta \Vri 0 ·ht Franklin a11cl Butler. The original 
County of Buchanan wa. not only one of tl1e largest e,,.er 
e tabli bed eitbe1· wl1olly or J)artiall),., wi t11in tl1e limit of 
Iowa l)11t it wa. a] .. o 11e ·11]i,1r i11 it..., l1}1r,1cter. In tl1c for
mation of co11ntie. in Iowa tl1 1"ule l1a '"" nenrl,· alwa'\·s been .. ~ 

to include on] tl10. e te1·ritori .. to wl1ich tl1 Indian title .. 
had already been extingui hed. Tl1 ]aw of 1 37 made ex
ceJJtions to tl1i 1·ule in e tab]i.._ hino- tl1e co11nties of Fayette, 
Benton K ol{11k ancl Buclianan.:?0 I11 tl1e ea e of tl1e latte1· 
county tl1e I11dian titl l1acl been exti11g11i, hed at the time 
of it formation onl)· from a 1·elati, el~r , mall J)art of its 
terri tor,r . 

• 

..(\s fir. t e ... tabli l1ecl B11cl1anan mn:v· be callee] one of tl1e • 

temporary counties of Io""a. It wa . redl1ced in size, inc1i-
1·ectly a11cl im1)erfect])~, lJ)r ,111 ac-t of t11e l 0 ·i. lat11rc of tl1e 
Territory of Iowa a1J1Jro,1 ecl on Februa1·y 17, 1 43.27 This 
art rrea tecl nine ne\\,,. col1nti es and ,1] te1ed the lJ011ndaries 
of tl1ree old ones of whi 11 Buc11anan ( ... ounty was one. 
Among the new countie 11amed in tl1e act was Black Hawk, 
in defining tl1e bounda1·ie of wl1icl1 a .. erious e1·ror was 
made.28 Tl1e law a urned t 11a t tl1e we ter11 boundary of 
Buchanan ounty wa. tl1e line dividing ranges ten and 
eleven we. t and tl1en }J1·oceeded to clefine the boundaries of 
Black Hawk 1ounty in terms of tho e of Buchanan, the in
tention being to locate the former immediately west of the 
latter. In point of fa t, however, the original boundaries 

20 See 1'1aps III and IV 1n the July, 1908, number of TIIE IOWA JOURNAL OF 

HISTORY AND POLlTICS. 

21 Revised Statutes of the Territory of lou:a, 1843, p. 131. 

2s See above p. 11. 
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of Bl1cl1t111i1n 1ounty bad ne,~er b en altered. 'I he ,ve ter11 
bou11dar;T of the county was still the 1:i souri Ri,re1·, and 
tl1e attern1)t to describe the boundarie. of Black Hawk as 
' be0 ·inni11g· at the northwec;t corner of Bucl1anan Ollnt~'", 
tl1cnce we t to 1·ange fifteen we t' ', etc., wa an ,1 ttem1Jt to 
do tl1e im1)0. ible. ~ t1ch a county cannot be drawn U!)On a 
ma l . Tl1 int ntion of the framers of the act, however, 
. ccn1. })erfectly ]ear. Tb two col1ntie were to have the 
lJol1ndaries gi,Ten them on all county ma1)s of Iowa toda:;·. 
That tl1 law dicl not 1·eally gi,Te to these co1mties the bound
arie 11 ·ually attrib11ted to them i equally clear. Their 
lJoundarie were defined in a def ecti,Te manner .. , and, not 
l1a,ring been altered by stat11te, remain defecti,Te tod,iy.29 

B11cl1anan '1011nt)T was mentioned only indirectly in the act 
of 1 43. Totbing· at all was said about the 1'emainder of 
tl1 original (;ot1nty of Buchanan, which la3r west of the new 
C1

ount, .. of Black IIawl{. Tecl111icall,t. the territory we t of . ., . 
Black Rawl< 1·emained part of B11cl1anan ounty until di-
,7ided up among othe1· counties by later laws . 

.L\. uming· Buchanan ount}r to have tl1e bou.nda1·ies g·en
r~1lly attribut d to it ll})On 011r ma1) it~ territor)· re1)re

se11t tl1ree se1)a1·ate ces ion of Indian land . The ea tern 
})art was witl1in tl1e limits of the ac and Fox ce sion of 

e1)ten1ber 21, 1 32, commonly called the Blacl{ Ilawk Pur
c l1ase; the central part belong·ed to the ac and Fox cession 
of Octobe1 .. 21, 1 37; while the western part was ceded by 
t11e "am Inclian on October 11, 1 4~. (See nfa1) I.) Tl1at 
portion within the limits of tbe Black Hawk Purchase was 
late1· a 1)art of tl1e 01·iginal Ol1ntJT of D11buq11e. ( ee 
l\Ia1 II.) 

Bue11a 17.ista .-The boundarie of B11ena Vista ounty 
l1ave not been ulte1·ed since the county was established by 

~o See Map XVI in the July, 1908, number of THE IowA J ouB~AL OF Hrs
TORY AND POLITICS. Compare also the text of pp. 4~4-435 in the same reference. 
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an act of tl1 Ieg·i .. l,1tt1rc of tl1 .._•tat of Io,,·a ap1)r<),·ecl on 
J anua1·y 15, 1 51.30 Th southern tie1~ of to,vn hir) - in 
othe1' word , tl1c .. Ol1the1·n fourth of the county - had been 
forn1e1--ly witl1i11 tl1 limit::, of tl1e original 1ount)" of Bt1 ·11-
anan. Th remaind r of Buena "\7i ta wa l)art of tl1c orig·i
u,1 l ounty of Fc1y ttc duri11°· tl1e xistence of tl1at col1nt~r. 
(8ee l\ic:11) II.) Tl1e territorjT of tl1e entire eotint)- wa a<·
qt1ired by the nited ~ tate. ~;0\7 Crnn1e11t l)~ .. tl1e ter111s of tl1e 
treat,r of J ul,T ] 5 1 ... :30, ,,tl1en ,111 clain1 to ,,r t )rn Io,,ra 

• • 

"-T re . t1r1· ncl 1·ecl l)\T tl1e Sal', and Foxe .. 0111n 11,1:-. 1·0,v;1. , 
• 

Otoe. l\Ii .. ot11i~ a11d tl1e ~antee 8iol1x. (._ 1 ec 1ia1) 1.) 

Butle,-.-Butle1· !ou11t,r was one of tl1e fifty new countie. • • 

e ta 1)1 i. 11 cl l)y t 11c cl<·t of .J ant1ary 1.5, 1 u1 .31 It; 1)01111 l-
~1rie n~ clefi11ed ;1t tl1i tim l1a,·e 11 \"e1· bec11 altnr d. 
The c;o11tl1ern tier of to,rn l1ip. wa part of tl1e 01·igi11al 

«ountv of Bl1cl1anan wl1i]e tl1e 1·emainde1· l1ad l)een witl1i11 
• 

the limit of tl1e 01·1 °·inal Co11nty of Fayette. (See ira1) II.) 
The territo1·y of B11tle1· 011nty represents two Indi,1n 

land ee sion . Tl1e • outl1ern tl1i1·d of tl1e county was in
cludec1 witl1in tl1e li1nit of t11 ., ac ancl Fox cession of Oc
tobe1· ] 1, J 42. T11e nortl1er11 11ortion l1ad been ceded lJy 

tl1e ame trilJes on ,J11ly 15 1 30, tl1e ce sion of tl1at d,1te 
fo1'mino· ]),11·t of tl1e so-called '' .... .,.eutral Strip''. (See 1Iap 
I.) The f ~1mo11s ''.LT e11tral Line'' pa ed close to tl1e nortl1-
weRt cor11er of B11tler 011nty. 

C'<1ll101l1z.-(·rec1ted unde1· tl1e name of Fox ounty, ( 1al
l1oun "-a. establi lied l)y cln act of tl1e legislature of tl1e 
State of Iowa, ap1)rO\"ed on January 15, 1 51.32 Its bound
arie a descril)ed in tl1is act l1a ve r·emained permanent. 
The name was changed to ('alhoun by an act of January 

so Lau..s of lollra, ]850-1851, p. 2i. 

a1 Laws of Iowa, 1850-1851, p. 27. 

32 Larl's of Iou,a, 1 <350-1851, p. 27. 
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1:! 1 53.33 Tl1e . ou111ern fourth of the territorv of alhoun .. 
ol1nty l1acl been within tl1e limitc; of tl1e original ~ounty 

of Benton. ( ~ ee lvlap II.) Tl1e bullr of the cou11t)·, l1ow
\1er, l1ad been J)art of tl1e ori0 ·ina1 011nty of Bucl1anan. 

X ea1·lv all of tl1e area of 1all1oun ountv fell within tl1e • • 

limit of tl1e cesc::ion made on October 11 1 -:1:2, by the ac 
ancl Fox Inc1ian . Tl1e northwec:;t corner had been acquired 
fron1 ,-a riou tri1Je b)-r a treat)T ~igned on J 11l)T 15, 1 30. 
(. ee 1\fa1J I.) 

(}a rroll.- 'l'l1i county like those just described. was e -
tabli 11 d lJy the i1nportant act of January 15, 1 51.34 Its 
lJ011nc1aries l1a,r ne,--er . inc been alt red. Tl1e entire coun
t)1 come witl1in tl1e limit of tl1e orig·inal ounty of Benton 
e. talJli. heel b)1 tl1e a ·t of December 21, 1 37. The south
we tern corner was later inclucled witl1in tl1e territor},.. of 

• 

the 01·iginal ot1nty of Pottawatamie c1·eated on FelJrua1·y 
24. 1 47. ( ee ~Iap II.) 

Tl1e 1· lation of 1arroll ounty to the Indian land ce -
sion is ratl1er complex. The la1·ger J)art of it territory 
wa acquired from tl1e ac and Fox tribes by the treaty of 
Octo be1 .. 11 l 42. ( .. ee fa p I.) All tl1a t pa1·t of the county 
not acq11ired at tl1is time had been ceded by various tribes 
on ,T 11l)T ] 5, 1 30. The 011tl1we t corner l1ad also been 
included in the re, er,1ation given by the United tates gov
e1·nment to tl1e Pottawattamie nation in the treaty dated 

eptembe1· 26 I 33. The latter area was ceded a second 
time to tl1e United ~ tates - tl1is time by the Pottawatta
mieB - on Jt1ne 5 and 17, 1 46. 

Cass.- a s ounty was erected by the act of January 
15, I 51.35 It boundaries we1·e defined as follows : 'Be-

33 Lau,•s of Io1ca1 1 32-J 53, p. 28. 

34 La1vs of Iowa, 1 50-1 51, p. 27. 

3Ci Latus of Iowa, 1 50-1 51, p. 27. 
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ginni11°· <1t t11e north-we t corn 1· of tow11 l1ip 77 north of 
1·an °·e ...... o. 3:1 w t~ tl1e11 · we. t on tl1 town bip line divid
in0· tow11 l1i1) 7 and 77, to tl1 nortl1-,ve t rorne1· of town-
l1i1) 77 11ortl1 of 1·ange 37 w t, tl1en e 011th on the range 

lin lJetwccn r,111°·e '"' 37 a11c1 :) , to tlie Ol1tl1-w ~t <·or11cr of 
town. l1i }J 7 4 11ort 11 of r,111 °·c : w t t11ence ea t on t11e 
town. bi] li11e 1) t,,· n to,vn 11i11 .. 7:3 n11d 74, to tl1c . 011tl1-
we t 1orner of to,,·n l111J 74 nortl1 of ra11°·e :.,3 we t, tl1e11('e 
nort11 to tl1 })l~i e of 1) 0 ·innin~·- Tl1i cl >finitio11 <>f l)o11n,1-
nri co11t,1in nn r1·or. It eonce1·ns tl1e ]oc,ltion of tl1 
outhwe~t eo1·ne1· of tl1e ~O11nt)T ,lnd ,1ffects l>otl1 the we tern 

and 'Ol1tl1ern bo11ncl,1ri . . In tl1 ,1 l)o,·e <111ota tion we r ad 
'' tl1ence 011t 11 on tl1 1·c1n°·e ]i11e b tween ranges 37 and 3 , 
to tl1e . 011tl1-,v . t <·or11er to town l1i11 r-:4 nort11 of 1·nnge :~ 
we'" t' '. It i. el arl)7 im1)0 .. ible to follo,v Ol1tl1 on tl1e li11e 
indicated ,1n<l clr1·i,1e at tl1e '. 011tl1" c:·t ·or11er of tow11-
. hip 7 4 nortl1 of r'-111 ,,. 3 ,,e. t · . The la,v , bould l1ave 1· ad 
Jlortl1 of range /17 ilC'Sf. Tllis 1·ror l1a nev 1· been cor
r cted. Tl1 bounda1·ie of 1a 1ounty 1\·ere clef ective as 
fir t clefinecl, nncl, ~ince tl1ey ha,1 e ne,1er b en altered, re
main clefe iti,,.e tocla)r.3 (; It i clb, olt1tely inlJ)O. ible to draw 
("a. 1ot1nt3T on a ma1J accorclino- to tl1e boundaries given 
it in the a ·t q11ot d alJove. Tl1e col1nties ro11nd about it, 
bowev ... er, gi,Te it ..,l1,1p , and o-i,re it, indeed, the boundaries 
1"\l'l1icl1 tl1e f1·,1m 1-.._ of t11e aet no doulJt meant it to rccei,, . 

Th ter1·itor}" which ot1nt)r map. of Iowa accredit to ass 
0011nt wa. cecled to the nited tates by ,rario11s tribes on .., 

,J 11]y 15: J 30. Ii ,~a al. o lJart of that a1·ea g·iven a a 
re e1·,1 ~1tion to tl1e Potta\\'"attamie nation by t]1e t1·eaty of 
~ eptember 26, 1 33. Tl1e wl1ole r gion was 1·eceded to the 

nited ~ tate b3" tl1e term of a treaty dated June 5 and 17, 
1 46. ( ee l ap I.) (,.ass ot1nty was also included within 

30 e~ :\lap x,TI in the July, 1908, number of TIIE Io,vA JOURNAL OF His
TORY A. D POLITJ CS. 
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the limit · of tl1e original 1ounty of Pottawatamie created 
in 1 47. ( ee l\Iap II.) 

Ceclar.- eda1· 1ounty was e tabli hed l)v an act of the 
~ ~ 

le0 ·islu.ture of tl1c Territo1·y of ,, .... i con in a1)1)ro,.,.ed on De-
cember 21, 1 37.3 i Like its neighbors it was ca1•,Ted from 
th territory of tl1e orig'inal 'ounty of Dubt1que. ( 'le 
l\fa1) II.) It<3 bounda1·i s :fi1·5t 1·eceived ba, ... e 1·emainecl l)er-

manent. 
The territory of Oeda1' ounty was p1·obably entirely 

~vi tl1in the limits of the Black Hawk P11rchase made of the 
ac and Fox Indians bv the terms of the treaty of cession . .. 

made on Se1)te1nbe1· 21 1 32. ( ee 11a1) I.) It i l)O ilJle, 
however that tl1e eastern angle of the ac and Fox cession 
of October 21, 1 37 was within the limits of eda1· County 
in wl1icl1 ca e a , mall portion of it a1·ea wo1tld have been 
included within the limits of the second cession. 

Cer1 o Gordo.-Located in the northe1'n l)art of the tate, 
c1·ro Gordo ('fount,{ was e tablishecl lYv an act of tl1e le0

·-
• • 

islat111·e of tl1e tate of Iowa a1)provecl on January 15, 
1851.33 The boundaries :fi1·st given to the county ha,.,.e 1"e-

mained pe1manent. 
The te1·ritory of Cerro Gordo was within the limits of 

the original ounty of Fayette created in 1 37. ( ee J\Iap 
II.) l\1ost of tl1e county was ceded by tl1e l\iedewakanton, 
Wahpekuta, Wabi:)eton and isseton bands of the Sioux 
in a treaty dated July 15 1 30. It is possible that the 
southeastern corner of the county was within the limits of 
the cession made by the Sac and Fox Indians on the same 
date. These two cessions made up tl1e so-called ''Neutral 
Ground''. The boundary line between the two cessions was 
very close to the southeaste1--n corne1-- of the cotmty. The 

37 Laws of the Territory of Wisconsin, 1836-1 38, p. 132. 

3s Laivs of Iowa, 1850-1851, p. 27. 
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northwe te1·n 1)01·tio11 of .ierro Gordo was acquired from 
the va1·ious t1·ibe of the ioux lJy the te1·ms of a treaty 
dated July 23 and Aug·u t 5 1 51. ( ee 1\Ia1) I.) This 
wa afte1· the e tabli lunent of the county. 

Cl, eroleec.-Tl1e . to1·,r of the lJ01mdaries of herokee • 

ounty is a ve1·y brief one. reated bJt the im1)ortant act 
of J anua1·y 15. 1 31,30 its boundaries ha·v·e never been al
te1·ed. Tl1e ter1·itorv incl11ded within tl1e limits of l1e1·okee • 

ounty was acqt1ired lJ}r the nited States ~·overnment by 
means of a t1·eaty dated July 15 1 30. On this date many 
different tribes ceded wbate,rer claim they had to wester--n 
Iowa. ( ~ ee nfap I.) Tl1e southe1·n tie1'" of to,vnships in 

he1·okee - comp1·ising· one-fourth of tl1e county - was fo1-
a time witl1in the limits of the original ounty of Buchanan. 
Tl1e 1·emaining tl11·ee-fourtl1s of tl1e county wac:; included 
within the borc1er· of the or1g·inal ounty of Fayette. Both 
of the e co11nties, establi c:;hed in 1 37, were only tempora1·y 
ju1·isdictions. ( ee 11:ap II.) 

Gliiclc.asa1v.-The ounty of hickasaw was created by 
the act of J anua1·y 15, I 51.40 Its original boundaries ex
tended one-half of a to,\nshi1) fartl1e1" no1·th than its p1 .. esent 
bounc1aries. Tl1is I"eduction in tl1e c;ize of hiclrasaw was 
made by an act a1)})1"'0,,ecl 011 Janl1ary 24. 1 55.41 Since tl1e 
latter date its bol1nda1·ies ba,,e remained permanent . 

• 
hickasaw ountv was witl1in tl1e limits of the famous • 

'' ..,. eutral Ground'', the no1 .. thern l1aJ f of which, including 
the nortl1ern half of the county, was ceded lJy fot1r bands of 
the Sioux in a t1 .. eaty dated July 15, 1 30. Tl1e remainde1· 
of the ''Strip'', including the southe1·n half of the p1"'esent 
county was ceded bv tl1e ac and Fox tribes on the same . ~ 

ao Laws of Iowa, 1850-1851, p. 27. 

•o Laws of Iowa, 1850-1851, p. 27. 

41 Laws of Iowa, 1854-1855, p. 185. 



<lat . Tl1e ea tern part of the '' Teutral G1·ound'' was 
grant d by a treat}" of .. eptemb 1· 15, J 32, to the Winne
bago Indians a i1 re er,,.ation. 1Iost of l1ickasaw ounty 
wa~ in l1ude<l. (See ~Iap I.) Thi reser·v·ation wa ceded 
ba ·k to tl1e nited .. tates by a treaty dated Octobe1· 13, 
1 46. Tl1 ter1·itory of tl1e entire countv falls within the . ., 

limits of tl1e original ounty of Fayette created in 1 37. 
( .... ee nfap II.) 

Clrtrlr.e.-.r\.s origin,1ll}T 1reated by an act of tl1e 1 ~gi. -
lat111· of th Territory of Iowa app1·oved on J ,1nuar~" 13, 
1 46,42 the County of lar·ke wa one-fourth larger than at 
present. Its ea tern bounda1·y wa~ one 1·an°· , ~lntl it 'We·
tern two 1·ange , fartl1e1· we t tl1an now.43 

Ry an act of t]1 legi. lature of the .. tat of Iowa ,1p
prove<l on December-- 27 1 4 44 the bol1ndaries of larke 

ounty w re redefined, and the county reduced in ize and 
Rhift d a tward. Its bounda1--ies ha'\Te not been altered 
ince. In the printed law the name of the county is 

spell d ' lark'' in tl1e act of December 27 1 4 . This is 
an 1·ro1· a 1·ef eren e to the original manu._ cript of the act 
prov .45 

()lar·ke c~ounty i within th limit of the ac and Fox 
cf. ion of October 11 1 42. It was we, t of the line of 
clivi ion. ( ee 11ap I.) It oil wa to be ,Tc1eated b.. Oc-

tobe1· 11 1 42. 

Clay.-Tbis county wa one of the fifty established by 
the important act of .J an11ary 15, 1 51.46 Its boundaries as 

42 Lat()S of the Territory of Iowa, 1845-1846, p. 73. 

4S See Map VIII in tbe July, 1908, number of TnE Io,\a JOURNAL OF HIS· 

TORY AND POLITICS. 

-t 4 IJa1cs of Io 1ua, 1 48-1849, p. 3 2. 
"'l ee volume for 1 48-1849 of the original manuscript acts of the legisla· 

ture of t11e State of Iowa in the office of the Secretary of State, Des ~oines. 

4 0 Laus of Jo,u:a, 1 50-J 51, p. 27. 

• 
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orig·inall}r t1efin d l1a\T ne,r r . in e been alter·ed. The terri
tory of ( la)" ~ounty wa a cquit· db, .. tl1e nited tateb gov
er·nment l)J ... the t 1·m. of a tr a ty signed on July 15, 1 30. 
On thi d,1,· e,;reral Indian tribe. 1·i lded thei1· claims to • • 

we tern Iowa. (~ ee i\fap I. ) (1]ay ( fount) .. fall witl1in 
the limit.. of tl1e orj crinal 1ol1nt, .. of Fa ,ette stab Ii hed in 

~ . 
1 37. ( .._ ee 1f,lJ) II.) 

C'layto11.- Tl1i county wa. carvccl fron1 the original 
C

1ol1nt~ .. of Dl1buqt1e b)· a11 aet of tl1e legi l,1tt1r of tl1e T er
ritor)r of ,\ ... i eon :--in a1)proved 011 l)ec·ember 21, 1 37.41 It 
wa . tl1e fir"t nc1mecl amon°· fol1rt e11 countie e 1.abli l1ed 
at tl1i. time, ancl was o-i,1en tl1e followin°· boundaries : ''be
o-inni110· at tl1 })Oint 011 tl1 I\fi. i . ippi Ri,T r wl1e1·e the 
fiftl1 princi1)al n1e1·idian inter .. ect tl1e same · tl1ence 1 .. unning 
south on tl1e aid me1 .. idinn line, to tl1e line dividing town
shi1) ninet}T and ni11et)r-one nortl1; tl1ence we. t along said 
Iin to tl1 li11e di,1 iding 1·ano- . i • and . e\ren west; thence 
nortl1, alon er tl1e . aid li11e to t 11 nc11tral ground; tl1ence 
along the , outl1e1·n bot1ndar~r of tl1 saicl n utral ground to 
tl1e nli ~ issippi ri, .. er; tl1ence down tl1e middle of the main 
l1,1nn 1 of tl1e aid 1·i\ ... er to the 11lace of beginning''. 

Tl1e . ize of la,rton ot1ntv a fi r t e. tablish d was al)out 
• • 

the .. an1e tl1at it i todav. It a. ter11 and . outhern bound-
• 

arie ha,le 11e,,.e1· lJeer1 altered. witl1 t l1 exc J)tio11 tl1at tl1 
eastern lJound.arv cloe 11ot exter1d o fa1· nortl1 today a 

• • 

tl1 n. The sot1thern l1c1lf. or tl1ere,1bout , of tl1e w tern 
bot1ndary n l o 1·en1ain · tl1e . ame. Tl1e bot1nclary which 
differ d mo. t from tl1at of today w,1 tl1e no1·tl1ern or more 
e 1 eciall)r, tl1e 11ortl1we .. t r11. Tl1i lin Wcl , · de rribed a 
'' tl1e L; outl1er11 l)ot1ndarv of tl1e aid neutral 0 ·rot1nd to tl1e 

• 

11i i Ril)I)i ri,~ .-r '. Tl1e . o-ealled ' · neutral 0 ·rot1nd'' l1c:1d 
been ced d to tl1 11ited States g·o,rer11n1ent. l)artl)r l)y tl1e 

4; Lalcs of thr. r,,,., itor11 of 11 1sconsi11, l 3G-1 :1 , p. 132. 
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..: acs and Foxes, anc1 pa1·tly by va1·iou~ tribes of the iou..x, in 
the t1"eaties of July 15, 1 30. The outhcrn boundary of this 
strip was a line twenty miles to the southward of the neu
tral line described in the treaty of August 19, 1825. The 
southern botmdary of the neutral ground, which was also 
the northwestern and northern boundary of Clayton County 
was not a straight line but a b1·ol{en one. It was su1-veyed 
by James raig in 1 33.48 

As first e tablished 49 tl1e ('fount,.,. of lavton remained un-.. ., 

cl1angecl for nea1·ly ten year . In the meantime the Te1'ri
tory of Iowa was established to be in tu1·n uper eded by 
the tate of Iowa. The act alte1·ing the boundaries of lay
ton County was passed by the first General Assembly of 
tl1e ._, tate and appro,red on Feb1·l1ary 3, 1 47.50 In thi law 
only the nortl1e1~n and weste1·n boundarie of the county 
were 1·edefined, its other boundaries 1--emaining as they 
we1·e. By tl1e changes made at this time a little te1'rito1--y 
was lost in tl1e nortl1east and about the same gained in the 
1101·thwe tern part of the county.:;1 The bol1ndaries 1--ecei,Ted 
by Clayton ounty in the act of February 3, 1 47, have 1'e
mained permanent. 

J. early all of the p1·e ent area of Jayton County was 
acquired from the ac and Fox Indians as part of the 
Black Hawk Pu1·cl1ase, in the t1'eaty of eptember 21, 1 32. 
( ee nla1) I.) The same a1·ea was late1· within the jurisdic
tion of the 01--iginal 011nty of Dl1b11ql1e. ( ee Map II.) 
The northwe t corner of the county was within the limjts 

" 

of the )._ ac and Fox re sion of ,J l11y 15, 1 30, and conse-

4.8 JBth Annual Report of the Bureau, of Ainerican Ethnology, 1896-1897, 

Part II, p. 72i. 
4 0 See ~Iap III in the July, 1908, number of THE Io,•tA JOURNAL OF His

TORY AND POLITICS. 

so Lau·s of Iowa, 1846-1847, p. 37. 
51 See Map IX in the July, 1908, number of THE IOWA JOUR~AL OF HlsTORY 

AND POLITICS. 

' 

• 

• 



quently of the ' ... ~ el1t1 .. al G1·ot1nd ' of which this cession 
made up tl1e . 011tl1e1·n 11alf. Th -.;ame northwestern co1·ner 
of layton to 0 ·etl1er witl1 all tl1at pa1·t of t11e '' T eut1·al 
Grol1ncl'' ea t of tl1e ec1a1· Ri\·e1 .. , wa grantecl a <l 1·e er,"a
tion to tl1e ,~ ... innebn °·0 Inc1ian ..., , lJJ" treaty on 1.. e1)te1nber 15, 
le 32. Tl1i 1· ._er,·ation wa ceded baclt to t11e nited ~ 1 tatc 
b}· tl tr at~r c1at cl OctolJer 13, 1 46. ( "ee i\fa1) I.) It wa ... in 
con ec1uenc of thi'"' ce~ ion tl1at tl1e l gi lators of tl1c ~ tate 
of Iowa we1·e free to ac1d tl1e northwestern co1·ne1 .. of Clav-.. 
ton --county to tl1at jl11·i cliction. 

li1zto11.-Tbi co11nty wa car,"ecl from tl1e original 
•ounty of l)l1b11q11e ( ~.,ee i\Iap II.) lJJ" an a t of tJ1e legi. la

t11re of tl1e Te1'ritory of "\Vi con in ar>1J1·ovecl on December· 
21 , 1 37.;;2 Tl1e bo11ndt1ri 1·ecei,,.ec1 at tJ1i ti1ne ba,1 1·e
mained pe1,m,lnent. linton i:- one of tl1e few col1nties of 
the .. tat w]1icl1 ]1a,1 e two ri, r bo11ndarie . 

Tl1e te1·ritor)7 of }int on ·011nt, ... was acc111irecl f1·om the 
~ ac anc1 Fox Inclian b~ ... tbe ce ion of "e11tembe1· 21, 1 32, 
kno,vn familiar}~~ as tl1e Blaclr Hawk P11rcl1ase. ( ee Map I.) 

Crc111 f o r(l.- 1rc1wf ord 011nty wa e talJli. l1ecl l)y tl1e 
act of January 15, 1 5l.ii3 1\.s its boundaries were fi1·st de
finecl tl1e co11nt~" wa not a . larg·e as at JJ1·e. ent its we tern 
bounclary being located on to,vnsl1ip fartl1e1· ea t tl1an 
now.~4 On .Ap1·il 2 1 62 tl1er wa approved an act55 of 
the 1- ta te legi ~la t11re wl1icl1 l)rovicle<l a gene1·al metl1oc1 f 01· 

the alteration of co11nty bol111claries. PrO\"ision was made 
that in ra e two or mo1~e co1111ties clesirecl to rl1ange tl1eir 
bounda1·y line tbeJ" were to IJetition thei1~ re pecti,1 e boc1r<l. 

s~ Lau,s of the T erritory of Trtsco,1 si,i, 1836-1838, p. 132. 

L3 Latvs of I 01ca, 1 50-1 51, p. 27. 

!i~. ee ?\fap XI 1n the July, 1908, number of THE Iovi'A JOURNAL OF HlSTORY 
A~~D POLITICS. 

!is Lau;.s of I ov·a, l 662, p. 93. 



of Sll})OJ'\"1. or--- to tl1at effect. ). 1 t1cl1 petitio11 n1u t l)e signed 
ll> .. n1orc tliclll 011c-l1a1f of tlie le0 ·al voter - of ea ·11 county. 
1 1)011 rcrei 11t of ""l1c·l1 1· qt1e. t tl1e .~1111erv·i. or. ,, ..... re to o r<ler 
it }Je ·ia 1 ele<·tio11 ltJ)Oil tl1 })l'O})O. cl ·l1nn° e,, ,,·11icl1. to c·:tr-
1·)·. 111u~t be fa,~orecl 1>~ .. a majorit;r of tl1e vote c·a t itt •acl1 
count)" concerned. In 1 6:- 1rawford and ~1:onona col1ntie , 
bn i11g· tl1eir action Ut)Oll the pro,Ti ion of thi. law. alterec1 
tl1eir ·0111111011 bot1r1(l,1r~ ... ]in , 1110,Ti11g· it 011e town l1i1> fa1·tl1er 
we t. Thi l1,1d tl1 ff ct of i11crea.:ino- Crawford C Ollntv • 

011e-fou1·tl1 in . ize. 1ince 1 65 the lJ011udar1e of tl1e e;o11ntv • 

l1ave not lJ en altered. 
The tcrritor,,. of 1 rawford ountv w,1~ fir t ceded l)y • • • 

,Tariolt I11c1ian trilJc to tl1e .,.nitecl Htate~ bv- a treatv • • 

ig·ned J 11ly 15. 1 30. Tl1e ol1tl1er11 part of thi "> ce ion wa. 
g·i,T n by tl1e lTnit d ~ tates as a 1·e er,ration to the Potta
"~t1ttamie 11atio11 on S 1)ten1ber 26. 1 33. The same wa. 
ceded a . ceo11d ti1nc on .J 1me 5 and 17, 1 46. The outl1-

,1. te1·n ·or11er of •r,l"·forcl w,1 part of the Pottawatt,1m1e 
1·e$er,"a tio11 tln<l ce it)11, ().. ec nfa1) I), nucl in 1 -1:7 it ·,,111e 
al o witl1i11 tl1e li111it of tl1e original 1ol1nty of Pottawat
n111ie. Tl1c 11tirc ·01111t,r l1,1c1 at nu earlier 1,1te foru1efl ,1 

• 

J)nrt of tl1 tcrritor~p of tl1c 01igi11,1l Col111t~· of Be11to11. 

( 8ee [:1 lJ II.) 

Dallas.-Tl1c bo1111d,11·y l1i. tory of Dallas County i, rather 
complicated. 1·ec=1 tec1 lJy tl1e act of January 13, 1 -!6,;;6 it 
bound:1ri s l1c1,"e 1111de1·go11e man;r cbang·e<:;. .L\.s first e- tab
li~liecl tl1e rount)~ '"°as tl1e same ize it i todn~ .. , bl1t it ,,,1 
located 011e 1·an~e fa1·tl1e1· east tl1a11 now.n• Tl1e fir. t de
scriJ)tiou of tl1c lJot1nd,1ries of Dallas ounty contained no 
c1·ror : tl1n t i~ . the l)ol1ndaries a. ~igued to tl1e co11nty were 
definit . 

r,o La111s of the T crtitor11 of Io1ca, 1 -!3-1S46, p. 73. 

G7 See ),f ap ,·rrr iu the .July, 190 ' number of TIIE IOW..\ .Jou&:-;.\L OF IIIS· 

TORY A:SD POr.ITICS. 



By an act apr>1·oved on J anua1·y 17, 1 46,u the bot111darie. 
of J a per, Polk, and Dalla ·ountie ,ver re lefinetl. Tlt) 
act of the tl1irteentl1 bad containccl e1·io11 r1·ors rcl,1ti,1 

to J a pe1· ounty. Tl1e act of tl1e eventeentl1 wa sup1)le
mentary to that of four dtly arli 1·. Tl1e e,l. tcr11 and 
western boundaries of Dallas ount3 .. ,vere each 1no\Tecl 011e 
1·ange farthe1· we t,~9 gi,7ing to tl1e co11nt. its 1)1·e~ ent bot111c1-
aries, indeed althou 0 ·11 tl1e"e we1· not to be p 1·m,.111cnt. 

Fi,·e yea1· later tl1 a ·t of ~Januar)r 15, 1 51 °0 e. tal)) i. li
ed the n w 01111t:v· of Gt1tl1rie jt1 t west of Dalla. clefi11i11°· 
it boundarie.. in 11cl1 a """a~r a to allow it to 0\1 rl,11) t lie 
we._ ter11 1·an°·e of town. hi1) belonging to Dalla _Gt Tl1i 
wa probably a11 1·ror on tl1e p,1rt of tl1 framer of the 
law, a will lJe sl1own later. B11t, if an rror "\\ra 111ad ~~ it 
wa in tl1 location of tl1c co11ntJ: anc1 11ot in the de criptio11 
of boundari ... , tl1at is to a)r, tl1e bot1nda1·ie. · gi,ren to G11tl1-

rie ounty were definit a11c1 can be drawn on a ma1J. -4:\.l-
thougl1 Dalla otmt:· ,va not n(.1111ed in tl1e act, tl1at "~a 
not neee ~ar:v· to I gal] ~T tran ·f r tl1c to,,~n. 11 i 11 '"' in r1 ti st i >11 

to Gl1tl1ri . In , }Jite 110,vever, of tl1 fa t tl1at tl1i~ tra11. f r 
wa 1 °·a] it i . till l)robable tl1at an e1·ror "'av macle b}'" tl1 
framer of tl1e act of .Ja11ua1·~,. 15, 1 51, in tl1e locatio11 of 
Guthri ( 1ol111t), tl1,.1t i., in muk:ing it overlu11 Dallct . .L\.t 
any rate. twenty-011e claJ- late1·, tl1c1·e wa ap})ro,·e(1 an 
act 62 SllPl)l mentar~ .. to tl1 011e under di 011 .. ion, l))r tl1e 
t rm of wl1icl1 tl1e lJ01111claries of Gutl1ri w r clefined in 

11cl1 a w,1y tliat tl1e ·01111t~v· "~a. ... l1ifted one 1·ang· fart11 r 

:;s La11 s of the Territory of lolva, 184~-1 46, p. 75. 

no See l\Iap IX in the .July) 1908, nu111ber of THE fo\VA .Joun. ·Ar., OP JI IS'IORY 
AND POLl'ri cs. 

oo Lall~ of I on·a, 1850-1 51, p. 27. 

01 See Map XI in the July, 190 , nun1ber of THE IO\\'A .TouRX.\.L OP IIISTORY 

AND POLITICS. 

t:? La1vs of lol,·a, 1 ,>0-1 51, p. 194. 
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we. t.03 Tl1at 1·an°·e of to\vnsl1ips which l1ad belonged to 
Dalla. ot1nt}-r J)rio1· to tl1e act of J anl1a1-y 15 1851 ancl 
wl1icl1 wa g·i, .. en by tl1at law to Gutb1·ie ol1nty, was now by 
tl1e act of Februar)T 5, 1 :-1 left outsic1e of the limits of the 
latte1·. T11is ter1·itor,- now 1·e,Terted to Dalla"' 'ounty since • • 

tl1 a t of F br11a1·}"· 5 contained a ._ ection re1)ealing all 
·onflictin(J' act. 01· pa1·t. of acts. Without llCh a repealing 

clau e the tow11. J1i1), in q11e tion wo11ld not have 1·everted, 
now to Dalla...,. The only act affected by this repealing 
clau wa the act of ,J an11ary 15, 1 51 and this only in 
tl1e ection clealin°· witl1 G11tbrie 011nty.04 With the 1·epeal 
of tl1i-.c . ection. wl1icl1 it will be 1·emembe1·ed gave to Guthrie 
tl1e cli. l)l1tecl town ... l1i1)~. we a1·e tl1ro,,·n back 11pon the con
cli tio11 pre\7011 ]y xi tin°·. P1·ioI· to 1 51, at least since 
t11e act of J an11ar)T 17, 1 46. the 1·an°·e of townshipc; in que -
tion l1acl belon°·ed to Dalla~ ount,.... This lea,~es no doubt .. 
tl1c1t tl1ey 1·e,· rte<l to that county after the pa· age of the 
act of Fel)r11a1•~T 5. J 5] . It i · interesting. howe,er to note 
tl1a t on J ant1ar~T 19~ 1 53, tl1ere wc:1 ap1Jro,Ted an act 

6
~ 

b,T whicl1 tl1e bol1nclarie. of Dallas were 1·edefined, bl1t not 
~ 

alte1·e<l~ if t11e al'!?;lln1ent made abo,~e is correct. The very 
pa age of this a ·t, l1owe,Te1· ·how that its framers had 
do11lJt, a to jl1 --t wl1at territories we1·e incll1ded within the 
limit of Dalla. (Jol1nty. It i._ certain that t11e bounda1·ies 
of D,111a ha,Te been J)ermanent since January 19, 1 53 if 
not sin e Februar,T 5 1 51 as the w1'"iter contend . .. 

Tl1e territory inc1t1decl in Dallas County wa wholly with-
in tl1e limit. of tl1e ._ ac and Fox cession of October 11, 1 42. 
( ee )fap I.) It also formed part of the 01·iginal ounty of 
l(eokuk established in 1 37. ( ee 1Iap II.) 

03 ee Nap XII in the July, 1908, number of TUE Iow A JoURN'AL OF HISTORY 

.AND POLITICS. 

Oi Section 17. 
o:, Laus of lou.:a, 1852-1 53, p. 65. 

• 
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Davis.-This co11nty on the southern lJ01·der of Iowa was 
e tabli._ l1ec1 by an act of tl1e legislatl1re of the Territor~T of 
Iowa app1·0,-ed on Febr11ary 17, 184:3.66 In the definition 
of it boundar·ie an e1·ro1· wa n1ade the wor·cl '' nortlrwest'' 
occl11·ring· whe1·e no1·tl1ea t ~-a meant. Tl1e effect of this 
mi.., take wa to lea,re tl1e col1nty withol1t cl co1n1Jlete bouncl
ar,r on tl1e northea t.G, Tl1is erro1· wa8 corrected bv a law ~ . 
to organize Davis •011nt)r wl1icl1 wa c:; a1Jl)ro,1 ec] on Febrl1ary 
15, 1 44 os and wl1icll 1·edefinecl tl1e lJounclarie~ of tl1e col1nty 
in uch a manner· tl1at tl1e).,. l1n,rc 1·en1c.1ined 1Je11n~1ne11t. 

The outl1ea t corne1· was f 01· a ti111e })art of the orig·ina l 
County of D 1noine (See 1\I,111 II.) ancl later }Jart of tl1e 
original ounty of Van B11ren. Tl.le 1·emaincle1· ne,1er 
fo1"Il1ecl part of an~- otl1er co11ntJ" unle s we inter1Jret tl1e 
ori 0 ·ina1 ,ol1nty of Demoine ~1. extending to tl1e ::\Iissouri 
Ri, .. er. 09 

Da,,.i. ountj" 1·e1)re5ent tl11·ee cessions of Inc1ian lanc1. 
Tl1e . Ol1thea t corner· was 1)a1~t of tl1e ce ion of September· 
21. I 32 commonly 1~eferrecl to as tl1c B]acl< I:Iawl{ Pur·
cJ1a ... e. ( ee i\f a1J I.) 1\ small IJOrtion of territor3r next on 
tl1e nortl1 and we~t 1·e1)1·esents t11e ces ion of October" 21, 
1 37 wl1ile the lJ11]l{ of tl1e territory of tl1e col1Dt}r ",.as ac
quir d tl1rol1g·l1 tl1e treat)r of October 11, 1 42. 1\.]l tl1ree 
ce. ions were n1ade by tl1e Sac ancl Fox Indians. 

Decatu r.-Tbis co1111ty was tl1e last of twelve createcl by 
the act of tl1e legi ]attire of tl1e Territory of Iowa a1)l)l'O\"ecl 
on ,J anuar:y· 13 1 46. 70 Its bol1ncla1·ies as fi1· t clefined l1a,,.e 
1·emainecl p 1·manent. 

co Revis,d Statutes of the Tcrrlt ory of lou1a, 1 43, p. 131. 

r.; ee Map \'II in the July, 1908, number of THE Io,vA J ouR~AL OF HISTORY 
AND POLITICS. 

ea Laws of tl1e Terrztory of Iowa, 1843-1844, p. 137. 

Go ~e<' below p. 29. 
1

0 Laus of the Terrztory of Io1va, 1845-1846, p. 73. 



Tl1e la11d iuell1ded witl1in the limit of the cou11t,'" " ,.a"' • 

cedccl to tl1e t T11it d tate goverm11ent lJy tl1e H,1 · ,111cl Fox 
Inclian i11 <l ireat:v dat cl OctolJer 11, 1 42. De ·at11r "ra 
we. t of tl1e line bJ" 1\"liich tl1i ces ion wa dirided i11to two 
J)art anrl t11er fore did not l1ave to be vacated b!· tl1e In
di,111 "' until tl11·ee ·v·ear. after· the date of ·e ·5ion . .. 

Dela1u(1 re.-Tl1e boundary l1i tor5· of Delawa1·e to11nty 
i lJrief. Tl1e county was ·<1r,1ed from the original ount~ .. 
of l)l1l>ll(l11e (._ ee ~Ia1 II.) lJ~~ c.lll a t of tl1e 1 gi l,1ture of 
tl1e Ter1·i to1·) of ,,7iscon. in a1Jt)1·0,,.ed on December 21, 
1 37.71 1.,11e bo11nc1arie. 1· ceived at t]1i. time have ne,,.er 
bee11 alt r d b11t l1a,"e remainecl permanent.·2 

'l.,l1e territor3- of Delaware ounty was acquired from tl1e 
Ri1c ,1nc1 Fox Indian b)T tl1e ce .. ion of e1>ten1be1· 21 1 3~, 
kno"1 n familia1·ly a tl1e Blt1cl{ Hawk Purcha e. ( ee 

l\ia1) I.) 

Des Jll oine . . -Tl1i co1111t)r. one of the two fir t e tab
lisl1cd ,vitl1in tl1e l)orcler of tl1e present ,._ tate of Iowa, wa 
crea tecl lJ, .. a11 a ·t of t]J I-' ~·i lati,Te 1ouncil of tl1e Terri tor, .. • • 

of D.licl1iga11 apprO\"ecl on Se1)temlJer G ] H4.·=· Dt1lJ11q11e 

1ou11t)r was e. tnl)li hed 1)~ .. tl1 same act, c1nd i11ce it "~,1 
nn111ecl fir._ tin tl1 law ha. tl1at m11cl1 claim to l)e tl1e ol 1est 
eou11 t. r i11 tl1e .., ta te. Demoine ( 1ot1nt}T ( f 01 11c~l1 i · t l1e "1>el l
ing: of tl1e n,11ne to be f 011ncl in the organic act) 1111tst be con

te11t to b called tl1e eron<l olde._ t. 
T11e ori o-ina l (iount} .. of J)en1ojne wa , only ,1 tem1)or,1ry 

j11ri. djction. It exc1ct l1a1)e ancl ·ize 1na)'" 1·ea 011~1bl~· be 
(la1led 111 c1ucstion because of au a1)11arent er1·01' wl1icl1 rei)t 
into tl1e organic act. Botl1 of tl1e original co11nties of Du-

11 J.,au·s of tlle 'l'errttory of Wisconsin, l JG-1 ;1~ p. l :12. 

7:? See 1Iap III in the July, 190 , number of •r11E Io""..\. ,TOURNAI, OF l{1STORY 

A~D POLITICS. 

73 Laws of the Tcrr1to1y of !Jl1clttgan 1 ''"ol. III, p. 1326. 

' 

• 
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b11q11e and Demoinc we1·e car\" d from an area whicl1 l1ad 
on]jr recently b n attacl1ecl to tl1e Territor3r of ~fichigan. 
Tl1e intention of tl1e frame1· of tl1 a ·t u11do11bte<ll)r wa 5 to 
1imit tl1e 11ew c·ou11tie to tl1at part of tl1i newl}r acq11ired re
o-ion ' to wl1ic11 tl1 Inc1ia11 titl l1a [l1ad] lJeen e .. pt ing·11i 11-
ecl tl1at i. to tl1 B1ac1< I~c1,,Tl{ P111· ·11,1 , tl1c nortl1ern 
J:>art of wl1i cl1 "rn to 1) .)co1n tl1 Co11nt~ ... of l)l1l)1Iql1e and 
the . 011tJ1e1·11 })art tl1e ol1nt:" of 1) 111oinc. ~rctio11 one of 
tl1e ,:l<'t. ,vl1i ·11 f re~1tcd I)11b11 r1t1e C1011nt~r. <lefi11itel.T ]i111it it 
to ter1·itoriP 'to "T11i<'l1 tl1e Tncli,1n title l1n [l1r1cl] l)ee11 ex
tino-11i :--l1ecl . ~e<•tjo11 two I ~T ,,,J1i ·11 I e111oi11c 101111tJr "as 
e tal)li l1ec1 r c1cl tl follo,\- : ·· .. \11 il1,lt 11c1rt of th 1 rl i -
t1'ict afor0 aicl. ,,11icl1 wa attacL cl a. ,1for nicl to t11e 'I'er
ritory of l\ficl1i 0 ·an, ,111cl ,vl1i ·l1 i itt1atecl :so11t]1 of tl1P aid 
line to lJ drawn 1' e t fro11J tl1 10~1 ,r 11<1 of Roel{ Island, 

11,111 on tit11t a ( fo1111t,·. a11cl IJ ·a1lec1 J) 111oine.'' The 
• 

pl1ra () ,vl1i ·11 in . e ·tio11 on 11a<l ]i111ited l)11lJuc1ue 011nty 
to ter1~itor~· to wl1i ·11 tl1e T11clin11 titl e l1,1cl lJe n exting·ui l1ed 
i. ]1ere on1itt cl. wl1etJ1 r l .... de ig:n or lJ)T aecident 1na)r n ,1er 
lJ know11. 111rio11 l,· 11011°·11 tl1e lin of clivi. io11 betw en 
tl1 1wo n ,, ... co11ntic: "r,1 cxtencleo. in "'ertion 011e of tl1e 
a<'t, we t fron1 tl1 lo"r r en<1 of Roek: T. Janel to f 7, e 1ll is
s011, i riv~r''. (Tl1 > itali c. a1·e mine.) ceording to the 
a<·tt1al wor ling· of. cetio11 t"~o. J)en1oiJ1c 011nt1 ,va. e~"t 11c1-
ecl we. tward to tl1e l\1 i ½Ouri I i\~er. For everal rea. ons 
tl1i . een1. to l1c1,1 been a11 f rror. (1) ... ,.o ren" on app a1·s 
,vlijr Demoin ('(ount~,. . 110111(1 l1a,re l)ee11 lefine l r1ifferently 

fro1n D11lJ11c411e ( 101111tJ". (2) It wa~ cu. to111,lt)"" 11ot to crec-t 
into cot1nties tcrritor,, ~till llncler tl1e control of tl1e Indians . 

• 

Tl1ro11gl1011t tl1e wl1ole l1istory of tl1e formation of Iowa 
rountie. tl1i rule wa. almo t invarial)ly followecl. (3) 
Demoine (1ot1nty wa . . 11bdivide(l by an act approved on 
De~ember 7, 1 36. TJ1is law bo1·e the title '' An Act divid-
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in°· tl1e cot1nt:y· of De. 11oine. j i into se, .. e1·al new co11n-
• 

tie ''.76 Tl1e te1·ritory erected into new cotmties at this 
time com1)1·ised only tl1e soutl1ern 1Jart of the Black Hawk 
P11rcl1a e - it c1id not extend we tward to the ~iissou1·i. 
Tl1i la t fact. taken in connection with the wording of the 
title of the law, would seem to prove that tl1e extension of 
tl1e ori 0 ·inal ount,T of Demoi11e westward to tl1e 1\Ii ..,ouri 

• 

was a11 error on tl1e 1)a1·t of the act of e1)tembe1· 6, 1 34, 
at least sl1cl1 a1)1Jea1·s to be the view of the framer of the 
act of December 7, 1 '36. Tl1ese fact ha,"e con,rinced the 
writer tl1at it was 11e,"e1· intended to extend Demoine ountv • 

westwarc1 ac1·0 tl1e tate tliat the original idea was to 
limit it to tl1e sol1tl1ern lJart of the Black Ha-wk Pu1·chase. 
Tl1e co11nty is th11s drawn on :n£ap II. 

Even with the e limits the original ounty of Demoine 
was one of the larg·e t e,,.er esta lJlisl1ed within the 1J1·esent 
l)ounda1·ies of Iowa. It sl1ould be noted however·, that as 
fi1·st reated Demoine 011nt,- dicl not include Keolrnk' Re-

• 

ser,,.e, a trip com1)rising f ol11· hundr·ed squa1·e milec, on the 
I owa Riv·e1·. This 1~e. ervation wa made in hief Keokuk's 
favor at tl1e time of the Blacl{ Hawk Pu1·cl1ase eptember 
21, 1 32. It -was ceded to tl1e United tate. by t1·eaty on 

CJ)tember 2 1 36, and was f 01' all practical JJurposes 
made a part of Demoine 011nty whicl1 may be said to have 
been inc1·eased in size to tl1is extent at this time. ~lost 
early maps show Demoine ounty as including· the Keokuk 
Reser,Te. It is so drawn on iiap II accompanying· this 
J)aper. In this shape Demoine County included all the ter
ritory in the p1'esent counties of Louisa, Des Moines, Lee 
and Henry; most of the ter1·itory of Van Buren County; 
ancl part of that of Davis, J effe1·son, Washington Johnson 
and iuscatine. (See iiap II.) 

11 The original spelling of the name of the county (Demoine) is ignored in 
this act. 

7:; Laws of the Territory of Wisconsin, 1836-1838, p. 76. 

• 



Dubt1que and Demoine we1·e the onlv counties c1·eated in ., 

I owa du1--ing· the 1)e1·iod of the Ter1·itory of ~iichigan. On 
July 4, 1 36 they became l)art of tl1e Ter1·itory of V\Ti "'con
sin.'6 Du1·ing· the two yea1·s of tl1e "\1ri cousin l)eriod eacll 
was subdivided into smaller counties. Tl1e act subdil'iding· 
Demoine Count~·, a~ alread)l' mentione(1, wa, approved on 
Decembel'· 7 1 36. It went into ffect 011 tl1e same da,... Bv 

~ . 
the te1·ms of this act the origi11al 1011nty of De111oi11c ( })1 u 
most of the I(eokul{ Rec;;e1·'\"e) was di,,icled into se, .. cral new 
counties, one of wl1ic]1 1·et,1ined the name of Des i1oii1e~ al
though tl1c mode1·n spelling· of tl1e nan1e wrts adopted. Tl1e 
boundarie g·i\1 en to tl1e county at tl1is time were JJeculiar 
owing to the fact tl1a t tl1e nitecl tates o-o, .. ernment 5t1r,-rey 
of tl1e e lancls wc1s not ~·et co1n1)leted. Tl1e new lin1its of 
De ~foines ot1ntv were defi11cd in section three of the act 

L 

as follow : ''lJeg·in11i11g· on tl1e niis is ip1)i 1·i,,er, at the 
nortl1-east corner of Lee· thence up s,1id 1·i,rer to a l)Oint 
fifteen miles abo,1e tl1c town of B11rlington, on tl1e lJanlc of 
saicl 1·ive1·; tl1ence on a we terly clirection to a l)Oint on tl1e 
dividing· riclg·e lJetween tl1e Iowa 1·i,rer n11cl Flint creel{, lJe
ing twenty n1iles on a cl11e west line fro1n tl1e ~iissic.,si1J1)i 
1·ive1"; thence a soutl1erly clirection, so as to intersect tl1e 
northern bounda1 y line of tl1e county of Lee, at a })oint 
twent) .. miles on a straig·ht line fron1 tl1e iris issiJ)J)i ri ,·er; 
tl1ence ea~t with tl1e northe1·ly line of tl1e said count}r of Lee 
to the beg·inning' '. Tl1ese l;oundaries g·ave to tl1e county 
an irregular sl1ape. It is difficult to draw the county on a 
map, although tl1e write1· atten1pted to do so in connection 
with a fo1me1· 1)a1)e1·.11 Reference to tl1e maps indicated 
( especially to ~Iap VI) shows the northern boundar y of 
Des ~foines (iounty as defined in the act of Decembe1· 7, 

1e U. S. Statutes at Laroe, ,rot ,r, p. 10. 

11 See }.1aps II and ,rr in the July, 1908, number of THE Io,va JOURNAL OF 

HISTORY AND POLITICS. 



J 36. jl1 t ql1ote(l, to 1·1111 ea t and we. t. and to be located 
~ orne six 111ile to t l1 e ·~outl1 of t11e nortl1ern bol1nclary of • 

tl1e l)re ent 011nt!· of tl1e . ame name. wl1ile tl1c "·estern 
l)o11nclary r1111 from uo1·thea '"' t to ol1tl1west and tl1e outh-

1·11 from 11ort11we t to outl1ra t along tl1e Skunk River. 
}\ . tl111 drawn tl1e l)e. nf oines 1ol1ntv of tl1e cl ·t of J)ecem-• 

ber 7 1 :36. in ·1l1decl tl1e ol1tl1ea teI·n cor11er of tl1e IJresent 
·01111t}· of IIe111·:r·, ancl a little te1·ritory in tl1e 1101,tl1ern pa1·t 
of tl1 l)re ent cou11t)r of L e. On the otl1er 11and. a large1· 
,lrea i11 tl1e nort11ern part of tl1e 111·e""ent 011nt)~ of Des 
.. foin , belo11gecl tl1eu to Lo11i a (~011nty. ....\.s esta bli l1ed by 
tl1 n ·t of 1 36 I e :\Ioine (iol1nty wa. l)robably ,1 t1·ifle 

"'n1a ller tl1an now. 
Tl1 bo11nclari ju. t c1e 1·ibecl we1·e tem1 01·ary beca11 e 

tl1e act d finino- tl1em was ten11)ora1·y.7 oon after tl1e 11r-
1:ey of tl1 1·e 0 ·ion was com11leted, a n w net wa ... pa ed by 
tl1c l gi lat11re of tl1e Territor)· of "\\ri con. in redefining 
t11e bo11ndaries of Des 1'1oines Col1nty and it neighbors. 
'l,l1i. ,1ct "Ta a ppro,Ted on ,T anua1·y 1 , 1 3 . ;o The new 
bound~tries generally followed town l1ip lines. The north-
rn bo11ndarv of Dr. f oines ( 1ol1nt,.,. 110w beC'a11Je tl1e line 

~ ~ 

(1i,ricling town l1i1)s . eventy-two ancl ... eventy-three nortl1; 
the we t rn bol1ndary became tl1e line separating 1·anges 
four and five west; wl1ile tl1e c:;outl1e1·n bounda1·y wa estab
li l1ed on the line di, ... iding town hips sixty-eight and sixty
nine north except in it ea .. tern part wher·e the kunk 
Riv 1· R rve(l to form tl1e bol1nd,1r,r. 0 ..1 \.. tl111. bounded tl1e 

• 

co11ntJ,. J)robal)l gained a little i11 ize for w11ile it lo t t er -
ritory 011 the we i to Ilenry ancl I.Jee it gained more in tl1e 

1s Ree section 11 of the act 

10 IJatcs of thr 1'crritory of 1r1sco11si11. 1 36-1 J , p. :1 1 

so 1faps ,r and , rr ]Il the July, 190 . nun1ber of 'rHE ro,Y.A J OURNAL O.F HIS

TORY A~D POLITICS 110~· thf'se boundaries correctly but a slight error occurs 1n 

N ap VII. 



nortl1 f ron1 l. .. 011i . a ( ol111ty. It cll~o u11cloulJtcdl)T o·ainecl a 
little 011 tl1e . (>11t 11 f1·0111 1--'ee. 

On ,J 111,· 4 1 1.. :31..\ tl1 ~ act of 1011°·r . ~ rrertti11°· tl1e '11erri-. ~ 

torjT of Iow,1 ,,Tent into eff ct. De. nioi11es ( iount)T was 
o-i,·eu it }J1·e e11t l)o1111clarie lJ~Y a11 ,1et of tl1e le:risla t111·e of 
tl1 new Territor)', ,l}JJ11·0,recl on ,Ja1111c1ry 23, 1 '39.81 Tl1i~ 
law w11icl1 ,,a ,· e11titled '· _\n 1-\ <·t toe tabli ~h tl1 bo11nclarie:· 
of I.Jee co11ut, .. ' made tl1e Sk:11nl{ Ili,, )1• tlie bot111da,1·,, 1 ine 

• • 

bet'\Veen Lee ,111c1 ])e.~ 1\foine. co11ntie. . rr11e ·l1c111°·e tl111s 
111acle in the l)oun<la rie. of J)e~ :\1oine ,ounty Wcl · indirect, 
tl1a.t county not l1a,1ing been named in tl1e a t in direct con 
n ·tion witl1 tl1e lle'\\r l>o11nclc1r>. By tl1i. c]1ange l)es Ioines 

1011nt>r wa. 1· du· d .. 0111ewl1at in siz(l. fo1· altl1oug·ll it 
o-ained a little t rritor~" ( jtuated outl1 of H enry ounty) 
from I.Jee 1ol1nt,· it lo t 11111 ·11 mor territor,· so11tl1 of tl1e 

• • 

Skunk Ri,Ter to J_;ee. v\7itl1 t]1is cl1,1nge tl1e boundaries of 
De iroine 10UDl)-T l)el'alllC })erm,1n nt. 

nfo. t of tl1e pre-..e11t 1ol1nt~ of J)e ~Ioine~. a11d })O •• ilJlJ
a]l of it, w,1 former])- }Jart of tl1e B]acl{ TI,1,vl{ P11r ·l1a e of 
1 3~. It j p1·ol)ablc tl1at a small area in the nortl1e1·n part 
of tl1e ('QllDl\" '\\ra .. within tl1e ]in11 t. of l{eol,111{ 's Hr er,re . 

• 

( ee :\1a1J I.) 

Dicki;zson .- Tl1i . <'OUllt"'\T w,1 foriued b tl1 aet of tJanu-
~ ~ 

ary 15 l 51. 2 Its bo11nda1·ie," r eceived at tl1i time l1ave 
never been :1lter ecl. It is one of t}1e smalle ·i counties in 
Iowa. containing only 40 ·qufll' mile . Tl1at sertion 83 in 
the act of ,J anu,1ry 15, 1 51, ,vhich sought to stablish Dick
in on Co11nty '\\7 ,l ~ llnron titutional. The ( 10n titution of 

• 

1 46 wa · tl1en in f 01·ce. ~ eetion two of article eleven of 
tl1i. document r ead as follows : '' o new county ball b 
laid off l1e1" after, nor old county 1"educed to le. ~ contents 

81 Laws of the Territory of I owa, 1838 1839, p. 94 

s2 Lau•s of lowu, 1850-1851, p. 27. 

83 Section 48. 

VOL. 11-a 
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tl1an fot1r l111ndred and thirty-two square miles. Dickin-
on ount),. wa~ stablisbed in 1 51 and given onl;r 40 

squa1· mil . of territo1•}r. Tl1i wa~ clearl}r uncon titu-
1 ional. Tl1e co11nt,... ontinued in tl1i condition until 1 37 . • 

Osc ola. Emmet "\Vinnebago and Wortl1 po ess d tl1e 
. ame . ta t11 .. 

In 1 57 tl1e 11 w ~ tate onstit11tion wa:- 1·atified a11<1 went 
into fore . Section two of article ele,ren of thi , 011r l)re. -
ent 10n. tit11tion read : '' To new co11ntv hall be l1e1·eaf-• 

ter crcnted contai11i11g ]e. tl1an fou1· l1unc1red ancl tl1irty-
two . quare milfl~; no1· l1all tl1e t rritory of any organized 
co11nty be red11cecl below tl1at cl rea ; exce1)t tl1e countJ,. of 
Wortl1. a11c1 the counties west of it along tl1e nortl1ern lJOl'-

d r of thi tat . 1nay be organized witbo11t adclitional ter- , 
rito1·y.' Tl111 tl1e on titution of 1 57 rerognizec; tl1e un
con. tit11tio11alit, ... of tl1e five co11ntie abo\ .. e mentioned from 

• 

1 51 to 1 57 and 111 11 p1·oceec1 to authorizfl their or0 ·aniza-
tion. ( ... y one of tl1em l1ad been 01·0 ·anizecl d11ring· ihe period 
of ihei1· illeo-al tatu .) Tl1i action 1·enclered Dickinson 
c•ounty a ·on tit11tional j111·isdiction a& ..;0011 a"' it \\Ta~ or
g·anized. 

Tl1e ter1j tory of Dickin on was for everal yea1-. a part 
of the original ( 011nty of Fayette c1·eated in 1 37. ( ee 
lVIap II.) ifost of it wa witl1i11 tl1e limit of the ce ion 
made on July 15, 1 30, u1)on whicl1 da t all tl1e Indian 
t1·ibes l1aving an)"° claim to tl1e territorie of we. te1·n Iowa 
su1·rendered those claims. Tl1e nor thea tern lorner of 
Dickinson ounty was undoubtedly part of the ces ion 
made on J 11ly 23 and ugust 5, 1 51, by the f ou1· band of 
the Santee Sioux. (See Map I.) This mt1ch of the county 
was still Indian territo1·y when the county it elf wa e -
tablished by act of January 15, 1 51. 

Dubuque.-Dubl1que County was one of the two first 
counties established within the limjts of the present tate 

• 
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of Iowa. Indeed it may be ·alled the fi1·st, ince it wa 
named before D n1ou1 1ounty in tl1 or~anic act by wl1icl1 
both we1· created. Thi~ act wa. 011 l)a ·sed bJ' tl1e Legi -
lative 011n >il of tl1 Ter1'ito1·j" of ficl1ig·an, a1)J)ro,Tcd on 

epten1ber 6, 1 34, and in ff ct from O tobe1· 1 of tl1e same 
yea1'. It wa. ntitl d ' n 1\ ct to la. off and org·aniz 
countie we t of tl1c {i c;i . ip1)i River.'' 4 .._ ection one of 
thi law wl1icl1 df\ eril) tl1e limits of J)11buql1e ounty 
1·ead a. follow:: 'Be it na tecl by th Leg·i lative C1oun
cil of the T 1'rito1·v of 1.iclii0 ·an. 'rl1at all of tl1at dist1'ict • 

of count1·v which wa attacl1ed to the Te1·ritorv of l\:Iichi-• • 

gan, b. th act of ono-re ntitled rin A t to attach th 
Territory of tl1e United Stat we .. t of tl1e 11issi&s1ppi 
Rive1 .. and no1·tl1 of tl1 tate of iri,. ouri to the Territorv 

• 

of :Ufichigan ' a1)p1·0,1 ed June 2 tl1 1 34, and t wllicl1 tlie 
Indian title l1a. l)e n extin°ui heel. whicl1 is sitl1ated to the 
nortl1 of [ a 1 Jin to be. drawn du we t from tl1e low r nd 
of Rock I land to [tl1 ] 1:i ouri 1--iver. shall constitute a 
county to be called Dubuque.'' . . . . . 

The wording of tl1e act i cumbe1·some. The '' Territor)r 
of the lTnited tate w ~ t of the Tuiis is ippi River and 
no1·th of the tate of iri ·ou1·i .... to which tl1e Tndiau 
title bad l)een ~ting·ui. hed'' was the &trip pu1·ebc1se<l by 
the nited ~ tates go,1ernment f ron1 th ac ancl Fo " In
dian on e1)tembe1· 21, 1 32. Tl1i trip wa ,1ariou ly 1· -

fer1·ed to aR the 'Iowa Di t1·i ·t,'' the ''Blacl< Hawk Pur
chase,'' and '' cott' Pl11·cl1a.:e '; rnore ·oll1111only, ho,v
eve1 .. called the ''Black Ilc1wk Purcl1ase''. By tl1e term. of 
the organic act, abo,1e CJl1otecl, Dl1buql1e Count)~ was made 
to compri ·e all that }Jart of th Black Hawlt Pt1rchase whicl1 
lay to tl1e no1·th of a line to be drawn due w t from the 
lower end of Roel{ I land. Tl1e county did not extend to 
the northern boundary of tl1e p1--esent tate of Iowa be-

s• Laws of the Territory of Michigan, Vol. III, p. 1326. 
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c::lll e t lie Black IIawl{ Purcl1a e l1ad not done .. o. Ir eokuk' 
Re. er\•<.:. ·11t off tl1e . outl1we. t corner of tl1e cot1utv. Du-

• 

buc1ue 'iot111t:y· <licl not e'\:ten<l ,,e~tw,1rd to tl1e ~Ii ouri 
Rive1· and thu include all of the nortl1ern l1alf of Io'\"\-a as 
~om ,vriter elai1n.s;, Tlie e,· jclent exten -ion of tl1e line of 
di\1i. ion b t"Teen l)1lb11c111" and ]) moine co11nt1e "\\'t tward 
to tl1 l\li [-.011ri i. not uffi ·ient grot1nd UJ)On wl1i ·11 to base 
the ·lain1 tl1at D11b11qu ("ounty xtended clear aero.., the 
.._ "' tatc. Tl1e eount)r wa:- la1·g eno110-l1 a it wa ". It~ ize 
,1nd ._ 11,11) n1a)" lle . e n on ~f np II. In it. orig·inal form Du
buqu 1ot1nt}r includ d ~111 of tbe ter1·itory of tl1 })1·e. ent 
rountie. of D11b11c1ue ,J aclrson, Clinton, e<lar, .Jone .. . and 
]) lawnr ; mo t of tl1 t e1--ritor}T of Jayton and Scott coun
tiCl ; ancl pa1·t of tl1at of llamakee Fa)"'ette, Buc11anan, 
T..1inn. ,T ol1n on, and { 11. ca tine. 

Dub11q11e and Demaine we1, tl1e onl~T co11ntie created in 
Iowa du1·in°· tl1e period of tl1e Territory of 11icl1i0 ·an. On 
,July 4, 1 :3<>, tl1e:v became part of tl1 T e1,1·i tory of Wi. con
~in. n 1 11rino· the t"\\TO • ear . of tl1e \\7i. con. in period each 
wa . 11l)divid d into .. maller co11ntie. . Tl1e act ubdividing 
l)11b11qu C1ounty wa , approved on Decembe1· 21, 1 37.87 

Ju. t two montl1 prio1· to tl1iR date tl1e ~ ac and Fox Indians 
had mad tl1eir seconcl re ion of land witl1i11 tl1e present 
~ '( tate of Iowa to tl1e 1_Tnited ._ ta te. g·o,.,ernm nt. It com
pri. ed a triangular . trip of 1,500,000 ar1·e lying imme
diately w t of the Black Hawk P11r·cha e. ( ee ifap I.) 
The act of December 21, 1 37, created new counties out of 
the northern part ( about two tbircl. ) of thi new ce ion 
as well a out of the original County of Dubuque.88 

su See Gue 's H 1story of I 01L'a, '\1 ol. I II, p. 343. 

su U. S. Statutes at Laroe, Vol. V, p. 10. 

s1 La1vs of the Territory of W isconsin, 1836-1838, p. 132. 

ss See 1'fap III, July, 190 , number of THE lO\VA J oUR~AL OF HISTORi AND 

POLI TIC'S. 

• 
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It eem. l>e')t to deno1ninate t11 e orig·inal 011nt)r of l)u
l)l1que a te1n1 or;.1 r)· co1111t~- arid to c1 )r tl1a t it W<l, red11ccd 
in . ize b,, th ,1 ·t of D ce1nl)er ~] 1 37. Tl1e onl,· alter-. . 

nati,re i. to de ·lar tl1a t t11er i no more eonne ·tio11 be-
tw n th two col111ti . of l)t1ll11que tl1an betw eu tl1e ori 0 ·i
nal ·011nt~· of tl1nt 11nm c111d c.lil}T otl1 r nc1111ecl in tl1e t1 ct of 
De en1l) r 21, 1 :l- wl1iclt wa c·at\"ecl fro1n it. Tl1('l ,·ie\v 
tl1at tl1e .. econd 1

011ut,,. of l)11lluql1e i · to be lool<ecl 111Jo11 as 
the contiuu,1tior1 of tl1 fir t 1nav lJe d fe11cl db,~ cl 1· f r nee 

• • 

to tl1e :1ct j11 t 1n ntion <l. 1n . e ·tio11 fol11~ ( tl1 ·e ·tion 
e:ta lJli ·l1in°· ] ela'\\"a re 1011nt\·) w r a(l- '' 11 tl1 coun-~ . 
try l)1111g within tl1 fol1o,vin°· limit., to-,vit: .... ~11a 11 l)e, 
ancl the arne i · 11 r l)~T c·on"'tit11ted a . e1>,11·,1te cou11t~-r to l>e 
called D la war . '' Tl1i i ... })l'a<'ticall}' tl1 for111ula. 11 ed 
for all the countie n,1mecl in tl1 art ,vitl..t tl1e xce1)tion of 
DulJuque wl1icl1 i:-, not ' ·011 ti tl1ted ,1 • e1)arc1te county'' })ut 
me1·el ha ... it. 11ew a11cl 1·e<luc d lloundari . defin d.'" 9 lu a • 

later . ection tl1e .._· 11 1·iff of l)l1lll1q11 1011nty i c111tl1orizecl to 
colle ·t all tc1x n. e .... fl lJy c1r1d clt1 tl1e ori 0 ·inal cou11ty 
of tl1 . ame nam _no 

The bound,1rie 1·eceivecl lJ~r ])ul1t1que 1ot1nt)" 011 J)ece1n
lJe1· 21 ] 37 lier\" 1·e1nainecl 1 er111nne11t. .A ... may lJe in
ferr d from tl1e fore 0 ·oi11°· cli c11 ior1, tl1e territor~· of tl1e 
J)l'eRent countJ' wa. ,vitl1ir1 tl1 Blu C'){ II,1,vl{ Purel1a. e of 
~ e1)tem1Jer 21~ 1 ::32. ( Hee l\1a p I.) 

E nl 1}1 et.- I_Jil{e l) ic]{iil on ( 01111t,, I11111111e t ,,r,l ere a t e d IJy 
• • 

the act of ,J cln11ar~· 15, 1 Jl ,n1 ~ritlt ~1n ,1rea of fo11r l111n<lred 
and eigl1t sc1uar mile wl1i 11 wa .. les t1Ja11 tl1) ( 10n. tit11tion 
a]]owed.92 1 ]1p ~01111t,r WtlS ·I ),lrl~~ llllCOll tit11tion,1l b11t it • 

sn See section :{ of the act. 

'H> 'ection 9. 

n1 Lo1r·s of Jou a, JS:30-1 5 1 p. !:?7. 

!i:? Con1pare the di:,.ctt:;"'-ion of Dickinson r.ounty, aboyc p. 33. 1-;,•erythiug 
said above about the uucoustitutiouality of Dickinson ounty applies wi th equal 
force to Emmet. 

, 
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was not organized until after tl1e Con. titution of 1857 had 
made legal its organization in pite of its small area.93 

Emmet (!ounty is within the limits of the original Cot1n
ty of Fa:·ette established in 1 37. (See 1fap II.) ~Iost of 
tl1e territor)~ of Emmet was ceded to the nited State go,1

-

ernment b) .. the Sioux Indians according to the terms of two 
treatie 5igned JulJ' 23 and A11g·u t 5, 1 51. ( ee nfap I.) 
The southwest co1-.ne1· of the county wa acqui1~ed by an 
ea1·lie1· treaty dated July 15, 1 30 upon which date a num
be1· of tribe ceded all thei1-. claim to western Iowa. 

Fol}ette.-.lts firc;t establi l1ed Fayette ounty was only 
a temporaI·y juri diction imilar in character to the 01·iginal 
counties of Benton, Buchanan, and Keolntlr. It was created 
b)" an act of the leg·islatu1·e of the Ter1-.itory of Wiscon~in, 
ap1)roved on December 21. 1 37_n-i Tl1e character of this 
act ha ... l)een discu. ed a bo\Te.95 Tl1e extent and boundaries 
of Favette ( 1ounty as de rribed in sertion two of the law 

• • 

were as f o]lows: '' The wl101e of tl1e countr")T lying we t of 
tl1e 1'fi siRsippi and nortl1 of tl1e ~011the1"n boundary of the 
county of (,layton, extending wec;tward to the western 
boundarv of Wisronsin Territorv ancl not included within 

~ ~ 

tl1e p1·ope1-. limits of the said co11nty of layton as berein-
bef ore desrrihed. l1a11 fo1· temJ)Orary 1)11r1)O. es be attarl1ed 
to and in all respects be considered a r>art of tl1e county 
of Clayton. and be called Fa~ ette.'' 

Tl1ere can be no doubt, altl1oug·b thic, wo1·ding is pec111iar, 
that it was tl1e intention of tl1e frame1· of tl1e act of De
cember 21, 1837, to crec:lte a temJ>orar~-r county to be called 
Fayette and to attarl1 tl1e same to ( ... layton County for those 
purpo. ·es fo1· wbicl1 new co11nties were at this time frequent-

r,3 See Constitution of Iowa, 1857, Article XI, section 2. 

s◄ Laws of t71e Tcrrrtory ot W1sconsin, 1836-1838, p. 132. 

o~ See a l>ove p. . 

• 
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]y attacl1ecl to ol<le1~ one~, namely for jl1dicial p11r1)osec::. The 
wo1·ding of tl1e title of the a ·t anc1 a comJ)ari. 011 of tl1e 
pl1ra eology of. ection t,vo witl1 ot11e1·. ection bear ot1i tl1i~ 

• ,T1ew. 

C
1

layton ;ol1nt~T l1acl been bouncl d in ~ction 0110 of tl1e 
a t. It. -...ize. a e. talJlic;,_l1cc1 at tl1i time, ,,,.a , 11en1 I,,. tl1e , . 

a111e a .. nt 1,re e11t, altl1011gl1 it. l1ape ,v-,1 .... ligl1t]jr cl1ffer-
nt.06 Tl1e · 'we~tern bo11nclary of "\Vi ·onsin Territory'' 

W cl t11e I\ [ i . 011ri a11cl "\Vlli te Ba 1~t]1 rj \7 Cl\ · tl1 ) nortl1ern 
tJ011ncln1·~· wa tl1e ,1na<lian l1orcler. 'rl1e new '011uty of 
Fa,Tett extended to tl1e .. e bounclar1e 011 111e ,vef-:t and nortl1 . • 

It co,1ered 1·011g·l1lJT tl1e a tern t,v·o-thircl of t.l1e l)ak:ot,1s 
and tl1e we ter11 l1alf of ~11n11e ... ota in nclclition to tl1e nortl1-
er11 fo11rtl1 of Jo,,Tcl.u; Jt area '\\,l~ ll}>\\1 a1·c1 ~ of 140,000 

~<1l1ar n1ile .0 makin°· it 011c of tl1e la1 ge t. if 11ot tl1e 
large. t. count~r e,1er ), t,1bli. l1ed "1tl1in t11e limit of tl1e 
Unitecl .._ tate . The I11clian title h,1c1 been exting11i 11ecl in 
onl,· tl1 sol1tl1eastern cor11 r of the cot1nt,T. 

• • 

In it. temr)o1·a1·>~ for111 Fa ~Tette Ol1nt~T ir1el \1decl, in ] owa 
all t] 1e terri to1•~-r <)f tl le J)rese11t COllll tic.~ of J_;~ro11. ~] OllX, 

Oc:;ceoln. O'Brien. J)icki11. on. 'la,,. En1met. Pnlo 1 lto. 1,..o, -
, ' 

. 11th. ,VinnelJa 0 ·o, IInncoclr , Vortl1, Cerro Go1·do, i1itcl1cll, 
Floyd Howa1·d 'l1icl{a aw. ,Vinne liiel{, II11mlJoldt. Bre
mer. ,1nd Fa)'T tte · 1110 t of tl1at of Pl~'1not1tl1, 11 _jrokee, 
Buen,1 \'i -.i t,1, Poc·c1l1ontas. ,, .... rigl1t. Frar1l<]in 1311t.ler, ,111cl 
Allamal{ee: and a <·orne1· of la)Tton. ( See i\fap II.) 

Tl1e ho11ncla1·ie of Fayette "011nty ,,Tore <lefinecl ,1 tl1ey 
now exic:;t lJ,.,. an act of the fi1c..t Gener,ll ... \ . e111bl1r of tl1e 

~ . 
Rtate of Io""a c1p1)roved 011 February 3 1 47.uo In red11e-

nt. Ree Map IX 1n th~ .July, 1908, number of TRE low A .JouP.NAJ, OF HISl'ORY 
AND POLITICS. 

97 See ]\[av r,r in the .July, l!l08, number of THE Io,YA .TOURNAL OF IIISTORY 

A ND POLITICS. 

os Gue's History of lo ua, \ 1 01. III, p. 344-. 

t•o Laus of Jo u;a, 1846·1 47, p. 37. 



ing tl1 c·o1111t:~ to it. 11re ent. ize tl1e act of 1 -l-7 . ,1~ .. '"' notl1-
in0· t1lJout the ,ra t territorJr wl1icl1 forme1·t,~ belon°·ecl to it. 

• • 

Tl1 territory i11cl11decl wit11i11 tl1e })l'e~ent l)ot1ncJarie~ of 
l• n,'Tet t ) C101111t~· wa aec111i re<l tl1roug·l1 . c,'T~r,1J C'e .... ~ion 
b)~ tl1e I11clia11s. (~ 1ee l\1:11J I.) Tl1e ... ot1tl1ca tern J)art wa 
incl11ded witliin tl1e limit" of tl1e Bl,1 l< FI,1wlc P11rel1nse of 
Se1 ten1ber 21, ] :3~. 1\.. tri,1ng11lc11· -tri11 i11 tl1e 011tl1er11 
pctr t of tl1e eo11nt:", il litt] we<-it of tl1e center, wc1 .. J)art of 
tl1e Sac and Fo.~ re .. io11 of Ortol)er ~1, 1 37. Tl1e <-011tl1-

we ·te1·11 eorn r Wclq ,1cquirecl frou1 tl1e . nine tribe._· 111 tl1e 
ce. ion of O ·tolJ r 1 J. 1 4~. The nortl1ern IJart alJot1t 011e
half of t11e ro11nt,·, ~-}1~ from tl1e ee. ~ ion r11acle lJv tl1e ,,~in-• • 

nclJag·o . on O ·tol)er 1:1, 1 4(-i. Tl11. lrttter clren. l1c1cl lJee11 
granted a. a 1e er\7 c1tio11 to tl1e , , ·inne]Jn°·oe on" •e11te111l)er 
J 5. 1 32, before ,,l1iC'l1 time it l1ad formed a p,1rt of tl1c 
faruo11. '' N" e11tra l Gro1111cl,'' tl1e . 011t l1er11 J),l rt of ~-l1icl1, in-
luding tl1e nortl1ern l1alf of tl1e pre .... nt ·ol1nt}·, l1,1c1 fir t 

ll~en acq11ircd f1 om tl1e .._ ,1e!-- ,lnd Fox tl1rou0 ·l1 the c-e "" -

si 011 of .J an11ar~· 13, l e. :JO. 
Tl1e onl) .. })Hl't of Fa)·ette ( 1011nt>· wl1icl1 W,l:--. e,rer })art of 

anothe1· Iow,1 col1nt~r i. tl1e . 011tl1ea. tern lJ~1rt. Tl1e ,1me 
c1rca "-"l1icl1 wa. ju t s1)oken of cl ]1,1\1 ing· for111ed cl 1)art of 
tl1e Bln(']( I-Iawl{ Pt1rchase, lJeca1n rt little lnter 1J,1rt of tl1e 
origin,11 ("01111t~r of I)11l)t1que. 

FlolJ(l.-rr110 ( 1011nt)· of Floycl Wits creeted, witl1 fort)T
ni11e otl1er~, 1), .. ,111 a ·t of t11e leg-i. latt1re of tl1e .._ ~tate of 

• 

Iow,1 a1>r)ro,ed 011 ,J,11111nrJ" 15, 1 51.100 It. l)ounclarie · re-
cei,Tecl at tl1is time extencled one-l1a lf of a town~l111) fartl1er 
11ortl1 tl1nn tl1e~r clo at l)re ent.101 Tl1e~~ were recll1rcd to 
tl1eir l)ref-:ent lin1its by· an art ap1>ro,-ed on ,J an11t1r)~ 24, 
]855.102 

100 Lau'.~ of lou.1a, 1 :30-18fil, p 27 

101 Ser l\Iap .,/I in the .July. 1908. nu111ber of TIIE To,vA .TouRS.\L 01· HISTORY 

A".'\. D POLlTICS 

102 La1cs of Jou·a. l 34-18:5;5, p . l 5 

• 



The ter1·itor)r of Floyd ounty wa... fir~ t c decl to tl1c 
lTnited States b)r two tre,1 tie &ig·ned on J ulJr 15 1~;30 tl1 , 
southeaste1·n 1Jart being ~eded h) .. tl1 ~ ac flncl F10.x l 11cli,1n 
the ba1c1nce lJ} .. tl1 fo11r 1>andt-.; of Hnute0 8iol1x. (~ 1e l\l,11) 
I.) Tl1e wl1ole county came witl1in tl1 limit of tl1 e o-calle<l 
'' reut1·al Ground. ' 1\..ll tl1at J>,1rt of tl1e tri11 ,\-l1i ·11 la>· 
a t of tl1e ea t rn lJra n 11 of t 11 cla r l~i ,1er \\ra '"' g·i \1 Cl} cl ~ 

a 1·e~ er\1 ation lJ~T tl1e nite l 8t,1te. ~·0,1 r11n1e11t to tl1e '\"i11-
neba0·oe. bJ· a trec1t~· . icr11 rl on 8e1)t n1be1· 15 1 '"'3:!. 'l'l1e 
nortl1ea~ tern }Jart of' F loJrd io1111 tJ" ~ r,1 "' i11 ·l 11clecl i 11 t 11 i :
re rvation wl1i ·11 w,.1 ·eded ba ·1{ to tl1e lTuitecl Rtat , lJ,I' 

• 

the t1· a t~r of Octo lJ r 13, 1 46. .L\11 of F lo~"tl 1
01111 t~· e,1111e 

witl1in tl1e limit. of tl1e orig·in,tl ol1nt)r of Ft1yctte ere'-1 t eel 
in 1 37. ( •ee fc1p II.) 

Fra>zh·li1t.-Franl{Iin 1011ntv wa e tabli l1ed IJJ' ,tn ,1 ·t of 
• • 

the .._ tate leo-i la t11r a })I ro\1ed on .J ant1a r)" 1 ;;, 1 51. 1 ••:; It 

boundarie l1a\1 ne\r r bce11 altered inc fir~t clcfinecl. 'l1l1 
territor,r witl1i11 tl1 lJorders of Fr,lnkl in l1,1cl f or111erl,· l>e-

• • 

longecl to tl1c ori 0 ·inal ·011ntie of ] a~'" tte n11<l B11 ·l1ct11a11, 

bot11 of wl1i ·11 were e, tabli hed in J :37. Tl1e ."outl1cr11 
fourth of tl1c count~,. 1) Jo11g·ecl to Bucl1c111~1n; t]te 11ortl1err1 
tl1ree-f 011rtli to B1aJ·ette. ( Se 1ia J) If.) 

l\1o~t of tl1e areu of E"rankl i11 "ount,· wa. <'eded l>, .. t 11 
• • 

1
ac ancl Fox Inclian to the nit d 8tate · l>}'" cl tr <tty 

sjgned ,J 11ly 15. 1 30. 'l'l1e nortl1,vc t corner wa C'eded <tt 

the a1ne time lJ~T tl1e l\1edew,1kauton, \\7 al11J kuta, ,,T ,1l11)e
ton and Si. seton lla11d of tl1e Sioux. 'rl1e e two e~. io11 
made U!) tl1e fa1no11 "' ''Neutral Groun{l,'' ~·vitl1in wl1i ·)1 clll 
of F1·anl{lin 01111ty exce1)t tl1 soutl1e,t. tern corner c,trne. 
Tl1is corn 1· was acquired fro1n tl1e Rae ,1nd Fox Inclinn .. 
on Oetobe1· 11. 1 42, J)a1·t of it 1~ring ea t an(l J)cl rt of it 
we t of tl1e line of divi ion bv wl1i ·11 tl1i .· re ... ion ,~{as clivid-

• 

ed into t\,"O l)a rt. . ( See 11a l) I.) 

10.1 Laws of Io wa, 1 :50-1851, p. 27. 
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Fre111011t.-Tl1e co11nty in tbe . ol1thwest corner of the 
8tate wa ...,, togetl1er "ritl1 tl1e three lying ea. t of it, estab
li. l1ccl l)~ an r1ct of t11e ,. 1tate ]egi. lature appro,1ed on Feb
r11nry 24 1 47.101 Tl1e boun<larie~ received b,r Fremont .. ., 

Co11nt~y· nt tl1is ti111e ha,1e neve1· been alte1·ed . 
• 

On tl1 ;-ame cla)r tl1at F1 en1ont and tl1e tl1ree counties ju t 
i,t t of it ,ve1·e ereatecl, an a ·t10;; "\'\a appro,1 ed e~tablishing 

tl1e te1n1)or,1r~r 011nt)' of Potta,vatamie out of tl1e Potta
wattamie ·ession of 1 -!6. The effect of this act is difficult 
to dete1·n1ine ince Fremont, Page, Taylor, and part of 
Ringgo1cl 1011ntJ' l1acl been within tl1e limits of this cc -

io11. ( ee l\fa1) I.) It is l1ardly probable that the author 
of the e t"To act~ of tbe ame date meant to 1)11t any terri
tor~r into t"·o countie~ at tl1e ~ame time, yet, ince tbe1·e i 
no wa)' of determining wl1icl1 of the two law~ was U})pro ed 
la t, thi is e actly wllat tbey ~eem to have done.106 It is 
po . ible, 11owe,·er, tl1at it wa not meant to include the te1·
ritor)T of Fremont and it. neig·hbor within the limit~ of 
t11e orig·inal Potta~"atami ('1ount}.,., When the latter wa 
1·educecl to it p1·e ent size by the act of January 15, 1 51, 
no 1ne1ltjon wa 1nacle in tl1e act of t11e cot1nties of Fre
mont, Page etc. Tl1i . wo11ld eem to impl~ that tl1e1·e was 
no r eal o,Terl,11)})in°· of bounda1·ies, or, if ucl1 a condition 
clid e,i~t, tl1ere were good re,1. ons for ignoring it. 

rr11e tcrritor).,. witl1in the present limits of F1"emont 
County wn s fir. t acq11ired by tl1e United tates on July 15, 
1 30, 11pon wl1icl1 elate all tl10 e tribes 107 having an)~ claim 
to tl1e . oil of we tern Iowa . urren<lered the ame to t}1e 
go,Tern1nent. .,.J\ 1~1rge area in tl1e 011tl1western part of tl1e 

104 Lan.-: of lou<1, 1 46-1847, p. 114. 

1or. Laus of Io1ca1 l 46-1847, p. 115. 

10s See nfap X 1n the ,July, 1908, number of THE ro,vA J ouRN.AL OF H1s·roRY 
ANO POLITICS 

1 07 .July, 190~. nnn1ber of 'rHE Io,vA J OURNAL OF IIISTORY .AND POLITI CS, p. 
439. 



tate wa g·ranted a. a re er,1 ation to tl1e Pott,1v. attan1ie 
nation on .... 

1

eptembe1· :26 1 33, and ceded back by the1n on 
June 5 and 17, 1 4G. Pottawatan1ie (,.ounty of 1 47 w,1. to 
be coexten i,Te witl1 tl1i ee ion. T11e l)re...,ent ,1r~c1 of 

F1·emont otmt,r wa included "itl1in tl1 limit <)f tl1e ., 

Pott,1,vattamie 1·e..., r,7ation ancl c ion and clpparently of 
the eount:v·. ( ee nf,1p I.) 

Gree11e.-Tl1 l)ol1nclarie. of Greene ( 011nt)1 ha,7 ucver 
been chang·ed inc the count~,. ~T,1. orig·i11nl])r er·eatcd b)r 

tl1 act of .Janua1·)r Jf>. J :-1. 10 It .., territorJ'" was ;1(•

quired from tl1() ,. ac a11d Fo .. · Inclia11 l))r tl1e <·e...,. ion of 0<'
tobe1" 11. J 42. (~ ee l\f.ap I.) Greene 011ntJ'" come witl1-
in tI1e limit of t11e ori 0 ·i11a 1 1011nt,· of Benton e ta bl i.---11ed 

• 

i11 l u3 7. ( ~ ee 1fap II.) 

Gr1<11(l11.-Grl1nd-:-t ount)" ,,,1 c tabli 11 cl by tl1e net of 
J anua1·y 15. ] ;'5] ,100 its bo11ndaries being defined tl1u : 
'' Be 0 -inning at tl1 nortl1-w . t corn r of town l1i1) 9 nortl1, 
1·ano-e 14 we...,t, tl1ence "Te. t on tl1e ]in clividing· to\vnsl1ips 

9 and 90. to tlie nortl1-we t, ·orner of' to""n birl 9, rang·e 
1 we. t, thenc ..,ol1 11 011 tl1e line dividing 1·auges 1 and 19 
to tl1e . ot1th-west c;o1·ner of town l1ip 6 no1"'tl1, range 1 
we~t tl1ence ea t or1 tl1e li11e bet""een tot\"11 hi}) 3 an<l G 
to tl1e . ol1tl1we ·t ·orner of town hip 6 nortl1 range 16 
we ... t . tl1enre nortl1 to tl1e nortl1-ea t c·or11er of . ~1 icl tow11-
ship~ tl1ence ea:--.t to tl1e . outh-we t corner· of to,vnsl1i1) 7 
no1·tl1 ra11 <>·e 14. tl1ence no 1tl1 on the line cli,,ic1ing ranges 14 
and 15, to tl1e plaee of bcg·inning. '' TJ1e~e }Jounclarie co11-
tain an error. Tl1 pl11·a e '' th nee nort 11 to the 11ortl1-ec1 t 
c·orncr of, aicl to\vnsl1ip'' s11ould l1a\Te r (1cl, tl1ence north to 
the 110, th ice.st co1-ne1·. Thi8 is not merely a 111·inter 'c.; error; 

10s La"·s of I o,va, 1850-1 51, p. 27. 

100 [,,at/JS u/ I ou a, 1 50-1 51, p. 27. 
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tl1e wor(l 'nortl1-ea. t'' mav l)e found in tl1e ori 0 ·i11al manu-.. 
sr1·ipt CO}J~ of tl1e act.110 Tl1e error ju t mentioned 1nal{es 
it impo .. ilJle to draw tl1 ~ outl1ern bounclary· of (}runcly 

Ollnt:y· 011 cl lilcl }). Ta111a C1ount3T, l1owe,·e1·, g·i,1e it tl1e 
sl1ape w]1icl1 tl1e al1tl1or of tl1 a ct of 1 51 t111cloul)tel11),. 
n1eant to g·i,rc it.1 11 Tl1 bo11ndilrie of G1·unc1,~ ount,~ 

'-' . .. 
wer , tl1cr for , defective tl original!)" e<:; ta bli. lied. S1nt;e 
tl1e,r h,1,·e ne\1 r 1)ee11 1·eclefi11ecl or ,1111e11detl, tl1e,· re111,ti11 

• • 

def ecti ,1e today· .112 

'11l1e 011tl1ern tier of to"1n l11p of Gr11nd}" ·ount~,. co1r1e 
witl1in tl1e li111its of tl1e original ounty of Benton create(l 
i11 1 :~7. 1\.ll of the r mc1inder fo1·mecl a 1)a1·t of the orig·inal 

1ot1nt3r of Bucl1annn e"' tabli lied at the . ame time. ( .. ee 
1\1a1) II.) Tl1e territory included witl1in tl1e bol1ndarie of 
Grt1ncl)T 1ou11ty "Tas former]j~ laimecl by the 1ac ancl Fox 
ln(lian . It ,vab ceded l),T tl1e1n to tl1e United ~~tatc l)y tl1e 

• • 

treat)" of October 11, 1 4-2. ( ee Tufap I.) 

(J utl, rie.-~\ originally e tabli. lied b;~ tl1e act of ,r ant1t1 r5" 

15, 1 51, 11 3 Gl1tl11·ie (_ iouu t~,. 110..,se .. _ .. eel the sa1ne ,1 r ea wl1icl1 
it 1>0"-'. Ps:e& toda)r but tl1e cot1nt)r wa: }orated one range 
fnrtl1er ea t tl1an no,,T. Tl1,1t i to .._ a,r, tl1e ea~tern ,1nd 

• 

we.:tern bolmdarie were eael1 placec1 one rang·e fartl1er east 
tl1an now.111 Dalla s c~ol1nt)' located immedia t el),. e,l:t of 
Gl1tl1rie l1ad l)een created bJr the act of ,J ,lnt1a1·)~ 1 :3, 11. -±l>. 
Tl1c boundarie g·i,1en to G11tl1rie ( 'ot1nt)" by· tl1e tlCt of 1 51 

110 See volu1ne for 1 50-1 51 of the or iginal 111anuscript acts of the le~i5la
tnre of the State of J o~,a in the otlicc of the Secretary of State. De:; ~l oines, 

w 

I o"·a 
111 See l\lap XI in the .July, 190 ! llUIIlber of rr1ri,; Io,v.\ ,TOURNAL OF IIISTORY 

AND I->oLITICS. 

112 See 1Iap x,·-r in the July, 1908. number of rrHE JO\VA JO URN.AL OP Il1s

TOR\ AND 1,0LITICS. 

1 ts I <110.~ of 1 011·0, 1s;;o.1 :51, p. 27. 

11ttice ~lap .. ·r iu the .Tnly. 190 , nun1ber of THE IO\\'.\ .TouRNAL Ot' His
TORY A~D ]>01,ITICS. 

' 

• 



o,,.e1·la1J})ed tl10 e of Dalla,_ lt i. imJ)O, ·il)le to .:a}', definite
ly, tl1at clll error ,, ... a -- made in havin°· tl1 bot1ndc1rie. of tlle 
new r co11nt)T O\Yerla1> tl10 e of tl1 olcl r, l)11t ,1t le,1st tl1ib 
w,1. ,111 111111. ll«:ll o · 11rren ·e. 111 a ·a , 1 of tl1i. ]{incl tl1 > lat 1· 
lt1w IJre,rail s. ,111cl i1 11111 t lJe aicl t11c1t ,t J>art of 111e t "l'l'i

tor)r of l)c1lla ,v,1 Je0 ·al1~ tra11 --f rrecl to G11tl1rie lly tl1c 
Jaw of 1 51. I11 1>it of ,111 tl1i . it "ee111. J)ro1),1bJ o t}1,1t tl1e 
bo1111c1c1rie of G11111ric (.1011nt~r Yv r ") 11ot 1n,1c] f<) <)\ PrlaJ) 
tl10 e of 1 ,1lla~ inte11tio11ally ... l>e 'a11...,e 011 E'e!1ruc1r)r .-, only 
t,,·cntJ·-on cla~,. l,1t 1·, <lll ,1ct 11 :; s tl})l)l 111e11tar>~ to tl1at of 
~Januar~v· ]5. J '"'151 ,, ,l ,l}>l ro,recl wl1iel1 r <:l~fi11ecl tl1e ho11ncl
ari . of Gt1tlJri ") 1ou11t)7 i11 :--11cl1 ~1 ,,T~l~T a . to l1ift its loca
tion ou rc:1110- "r twnrd. 11n All a ·t · or J)art. of act to 
tl1e cont1·ar> 1J ing· l'CJJeal lcl 1>. 7 ,ection t"o of tl1e ],1,,~ tl1e 
t 1·rito1·)" rec ntlJ" tc1kcn fro111 J)a) la 'ol1nt) no,,1 re,1 lrtecl 
to tliat j11ri. cli 1tio11.117 

In ,l1ifting G11tl1ri 011nt~T to tl1 we twc:1rcl tl1e a ·t of 
E b1·11c.1r,· 5 1 )51 did not di1nini ·11 it i11 • ize. ..\ · cl result • 

it now o,rerla})I)ecl tl1 IJ011nd,1ri of 1\ uc111bon °'fo11nty 
locatec1 j11. t ,ve. t; i11 otl1 r "\\"Orel , .4\11d111Jon lo t ,l rc1nge 
of to"t\~n. l1i1) to Gutl11i , . inr·e tl1e lat r la\Y, ,1. 111entioned 
abo,.,. , re1) nled tl1at n111 ·11 of tl1 ea1·lier l,1w eonflicting witl1 
it. Tl1e boun<l,1rie~ of G11tl1ri ( "011n~ .. l1n,,. 11ot l1ee11 al-

• 

tered . ince FelJ1·ua1·,· 5. 1 31 . 
• 

All of the t rritor, .. of G11t}1ri ~ ·omes ,vitl1in tl1e limit~ of 
' 

the orig·ina] ("ount}1 of 1( ok11k e tabli ·hed in J 37. Tl1e 
. outlrw . t <·orner ,,·,1~ al . ·o ineludecl in 1 47 in tl1e original 
C

1

ounty of Pottawaic1mie. ( .. ee Afap If.) Tl1e bull< of tl1e 
terri tor:v· of Gutl1rie Wcl acc1t1i red f ro1n tl1e .._ ac. and Foxe. 
by tl1e c . i ion of October 11, 1 42. Tl1e outhw ;)._ te1·n J)Or-

1
1

G Lau,s of lou1a, 1850-1 .31, p. 194 

110 See }.fap XII 1n the .TuJy, 1908, number of THE Io,v.A JOURNAL OF Il1s
TORY A. •o POLITI0S 

1. 1 ee above p. 2,3. 
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tion fi1•"'t cam into tl1e posse':)sion of the United .. • ta te. 
tl1roug·l1 the treaty of Jul)- 15, 1 30, UJJOn wl1icl1 date all tl1e 
India11 tribes 118 having any cl,1im to ,·ve te1·n Io"-a . ur-
1· nc1erccl tl1e sa1ne to the gover11ment. ()c ee :Ofa1) T.) On 
Se1)te1nber 26 18:13. tl1e outhern part of tl1i ce:s~ion w,1:=:: 
gi,·en ,1s ,1 re ·crvation to the Pottawatta1uie Xation. The 
8ot1tl1wc..., tern 1)a1·t of Guthrie ounty wa. included in tl1i ~ 
1·eser\1 ,1tion wl1icl1 in turn, was ceded ba ·k to tl1e nited 
St,1tes by the t1·eat) ... of .June 5 and 17, 1 46. (See niap I.) 

H a,11 ilto11 .- 11·e,1ted by an act app1·oved on December 
22, 1 56,110 Hamil ton 1ol1nt3· 1·eceived its !)resent bound
aries on tl1at date. The nortl1we tern part of the cotmty 
wa ceded to tl1e United tate bv tl1e ac and Fox Indians •' 

according to a treaty ig·ned on July 15 1 30. This ce bion 
made up 1Ja1·t of tl1e well known '' N eut1·al Ground.'' The 
remainder of tl1e ·011nty wac; acq11ired from the ame tribes 
by treaty of October 11. 1 J2. ( '1ee )Iap I.) 

Tl1e territory com1)1·isecl within the limits of Ilamilton 
101mty had belonged at diffe1·ent time to se,.,.er·al older 

counties bef 01·e 1 56. By an act app1·oved on December 21, 
1 37. its southern tier of township was included within the 
limits of tl1e origi11al (.'1ounty of Benton, while the 1·emain
<ler became a part of tl1e original ('1ounty of Bl1c]1anan. 
( See l\1ap II.) Tl1is condition of affairs lasted until tl1e 
~1 ct approved on February 17, 1 -!-3, became a law. By the 
act of J a.nuary 15. 1 51, tl1e territory included within t.l1e 
present limit. of I-Iamilton wa e1--ected into tl1e ounty of 
Risley.120 Tl1e name of Risley was cl1anged to Webster by 
an act approved on Jan11ary 12 1853, and which went into 

11s See the July, 1908, number of THE Io,vA JouR~AL OF HISTORY .AND POLI

TICS, p 439. 

110 Laws of Iowa, 185G-1857, p. 11. 
120 See 1fap XI in the July, 1908, nu1uber of THE low A. .ToliRXA.L OF HIS· 

TORY AND J>OLITICS, 



force on J anu,1ry 2~, of thP ·ame yea1·. On tl1i latter d,1te 
anothe1· aet wa cllJlJro,red creating a county of \1-r '.llJ te1· b)r 
uniting· Ri le~r and Yell.121 Wl1en Hamil ton 1011nty "':1 

tabli hed i11 1 56 it \V,l c,11·,.,ed out of tl1e 01111ty of ,,rel>
. te1·_ 122 

H a11coclG.-Tl1i county was e. tal>lisl1ed nnd given its per
n1anent bounda1·i . b the act of tT anuary 1 ... , 1 51.1:?3 Tl1e 

• 

. outl1ern })art of it. territor)-r l1c1cl been clcquir d from tl1 
l\fedewalranton~ "\ al11)eln1ta ,Va l1J)eton, ,lnd Si ~eto11 l)an(l "' 
of tl1e ante io11 ... b~r cl tr atJ" 5ig·11ed .J11l,r 15. 1 30. rl'lii. 
ce~ .. ion ·om1J1·i ed part of tl1e so-call rl ' ... "'C;\lltral Grou11c1' . 
Tl1e r1ortl1e1·11 I),1rt of t11e count)., wa <'eel d bJr 111e a111e 

band c1cco1·din°· to tl1 t r111 .. of two treatie icrned, 011 011 

tT ulv :2:l ancl on 011 \..11g·u t 5 ] 51. ( 1ee l\f cl p I.) Tl1 11-

ti1·e co11ntv came ,vitl1in tl1e lin1it of tl1e ori 0 ·inal 01111t,r 
• • 

of Fayette ta1Jli:-11ed i11 1 :~7 nnd i11 xi~ten(•e al)out 1 11 
yea1· ·. ( See fa1) II.) 

Ha 1d111 .-Tl1e 1ount,., of Hardin ,va. c~reated b,T tl1e i111-
• • 

})0rtant act of Jc111u,11~· 15. 1 51. 1~4 It boundaries l1ave 
n v·e1· bee11 alt 1·ed ·ince. The . outher11 tier of to,vn. l111)s 
formed a J)art of tl1e ori 0 ·iual ot111t~ .. of Benton ·tablisLed 
in 1 37. Th rem,1inin°· tl1ree-fourtl1s of tl1e countv ·ar11e 

• 

wjthin tl1e limit of the origi11al "ount~r of Buchanan estab
lisl1ed at tl1e ame tim . Thi condition of affai1·. la .. te<l 
until tl1e a<·t a1)1)1·ov·ed on Fcbrt1ary 17, 1843, ,vent into ef
fect. ( ~ ee l\1ar> II.) 

Tl1e territor .. of Ha1·din w,1 mo. tly acquired frorn tl1e 
Sa s and Foxes by tl1 t1·eilty of October 11, J 42, tl1e larg·er 

12
1 See irap Xli in the July, 1908, number of THE IowA JOURNAL OF' Hrs

TORY AND POLITICS. 

122 See 1\fap XIV in the .Tnly, 1908, number of TIIE Iow A .Jou&N.AL OF II1s
TORY AND POLITICS. 

123 Lau,., of lou:a, 1850-1851. p. 27. 

12-t Laws of I ou,,a, 1850-1851, p. 27. 



J)~1rt being· we. t of tl1e li11e of c1i,·i ion. Tl1e nortl1\ve t cor
r1 r probalJl~ ec11n ""itl1in tl1e lin11t of tl1P ~ ,.a • a11d Fox ce. -

io11 of .T ul T 1;. J :30 w11icb form cl tl1e outl1 l1alf of tl1e .. 
fn111011. ,~ ... ret1tr,1l Jrou11cl''. ( 1 ee J\la]J I.) 

llarri,.;0 1l.- ]." t,1bli l1ecl bv an a (' t of ]e<Yi~l,1ture of tl1e 
• 

• '1ta te of f o"-n ,1 })1 rovecl 011 .J a 1111:1 r: J 5. ] 51 12
;; tl1e l)ouncl

,1rie .. of tl1i : 011nt\T 11,1,·e 11e,-rer becln ,1lterecl . 
• 

Tl1e wl1ole of Ilarri. on 011nt)T ,va ~ c1 cq11irecl by tl1 

1 nitec.1 Htnt a c:~orcling to tl1 term of a trec1t:v· igned 011 

.J 111~T 13 1 :30. 11])011 ""lli ~11 a~1te Dlll)1 ~ro11. tril)e of T 11-

<l ian t.!li c clec1 a 11 t l1~i r el,1i111 .. to w ster11 Tow,1. ( Hee ~la]) 
T.) '1"'11 . 011tl1()a "tern portion w,1 11,1rt of a 1·e. ervation 
gi,· n to tl1 Pott,1"-ra tn1ni n,1tion b~r ,1 tr ats·· ..,igned on 
8e1>temb r 26 1 :33. Tl1 ame are,1 wa~ cecled ba •l{ to tl1e 
,rovern111e11t e,1cral ~ ... a1·s lat r lJ)T a treat}· bearing tl1e 
dnt . ,J 11ne 5 and 17, 1 46. rl'l1is ee-., ion wa erected into 
tl1 te1111)orar~T ol1nt~.,. of Pott,1watamie lJy a11 a ct ap1)roved 
on Feb1·11c1ry 2-:l-, l 47. Tl1e 011tl1e1·n })art of Ilnrri on wa 
inca}uclecl in tl1j. te1n1)ora1•)T count:· 11ntil 1 31. ( ee l\lap II.) 

H C'tl, 11.-IIenr. 011nt:_\ ... , as its bo11nda.1·ie w · re fir t de-
fin d wa. carved from tl1e ori 0 ·inal '1011nt, ... of l)emoine b,r • • 

an ,1c-t of the legi 1ature of tl1e rrerritor:v· of ,\ ... i con in ap-
p1·oved on December 7. 1 :36.127 1\.t tl1i . time Demaine 
C1011nt)1' ,vas di\.,.ided 111J into ... even ne,v co11ntie . k inre tl1e 
land~ of .. outl1ea ·tern Iowa l1acl not yet been . 11r,.,.eyed. tl1e 
bo11nclarie. of tl1e newlj1 er ated counties did not follow 
to,vn bi11 line , a in mo t later ,1ct of ·imila1· character, 
b11t were d scribed in rather 11n11 uc1l lan°·11age. The bo11nd
arie of IIenry ounty a de cril1ed in ction four of tl1e 

12° La1t•s of Iowa, 1 50-1 51, p. 27. 
120 See the .July, 190 , number of 'raE Jo,vA JOURNAL OF HISTORY A 1·0 POLI-

TICS, p. 439. 
121 Lau,s of the Territory of 1Viscon. i,t, 1 36-1 38, p. 76. 

• 



act ,1bo,1e 1nc11tion cl w r 1 ,1. f ollo,,·": '· beo·innino· ,l t tl1c 
011tl1-w-e. t <'orn r of l)e~ nioinr. ; t11ence 11ortl1-,,~e~t wit.L 

t]1e ]ine of tl1 ~aicl ·ot1nt}r of Vc111 B11ren to the Inciian 
bot1ndar~ ... li11e: tl1e11 · 11ortl1 ,vit11 tl1e aid l101111dary line 
tw nt,·-fo11r 111il . ; tl1 nte so11tl1-ea t to tl1 nortl1-,,T . t cor-, 

ne1· of tJ1e eount~r of l :J1 oine ; tl1 11ce • 011tl1 ,vitl1 tl1e wc.:t 
line of tl1 ('Ol1nt~r of l) . :i\foi11 :> to tl1e lle 0 ·inning· '. 

'1
1
l1e lJ011ncl~1 rj of ,ran I311r :111 a 11c1 J) . :i\loine c·o t1ntic. 

11 rein 111ention cl l1ncl l)een cle. eribec1 in etio11 " 1,vo anc1 
tl1r of tl1e a1ue at. Tl1c 'Incli,111 bo1111da1·,~ line'' wa.· 

• 

tl1 we ter11 li11e of tl1.) Bia ·l{ IIa"Tlr Pi11·,·l1,1 . of J :3:2. 
(¾i,ren tl1e lJ01111cla ri e of \ T,111 13111· n ,1ncl ]) . ~loi11es ·ot111-

tie. ,111cl tl1e ,v-() t r11 li11 of tl1 Bln ·k II<t"\\rk: J->urc♦l1n . , it i 
not <1iffi ·11Jt to c1r,1w n ,l 111,lJ) H nr~l' 011nty ,vitl1 limit · 
<le, rribecl alJo,·e. 1\ . cl fi11 d prob,1lJl)T 11011 .. of it. llo1111tl
arie r,11111ortl1 ,111(1 ~011tJ1. or ,1 t ancl ~"e t. It mig·l1t e 111. 
at fir .. t tl1ou0 ·11t, tl1,1t tl1e ea . tern bo1111clary r,ln (l11e nortl1 
and 011t]1, b11t r f r n · to tl1e WP t rn l)o11n<lnr)~ of De. 
l'\1oin ,, fount,"" ,1. clefinPc1 in . ection tl1r e of tl1e ,l111 aet • 

wo11lcl c·c:1 . t cl do11l)t 111)011 tl1i .. "'11J)]JO itio11, wl1i] a11 atte1n1)t 
to draw tl1c latter u1)011 a m,1p W'Ol1ld J)l'0\1 lOil<'lu. i,reJ 
tl1at tl1e line in c1t1e. tion c1id not r11n nortl1 and . outl1. b11t 
from nortl1ec1. t to . outhwe.-t. Tl1e , 1101 eo1111tv l,1, .. 011 a 

• • 

bia . It. . ·011tl1e,1 .. t r11 <·orner wa: 1>robablJ in tl1e nortl1-
rn JJa1·1 of L 1ount}T. it . 011tl1we. ter11 (lOrner ,1ln10 t on 

the line lJetwee11 \Tan B11re11 ancl ,J efft~1·. 011 eou11ti , its 
no1·tl1ern or 11ortl1we. tern corn 1· i11 tl1e 011tl1 rn part of 
~

7
a l1ing·ton ( 1ount~ ... and it.. northea. tern c•oru r in tl1 

nortl1we. teI·11 l)art of tl1e pre ·ent (1011nty of De: 1oines.128 

In . ize. tl1e orig·inal ( 1oi1nty of Henr)T was about one
fo11rth larger t.l1an tl1 p1•p ent co11nt:y· of tl1e ame name. 
A: fir. t e. tab]i . 11cd it bo11ndarie were r taine<l only a lit-

12t<. ee ).fap \ '" I iu the .July, 190 . number of THE Io,v.A JOURNAL OF HISTORY 
AND POLIT ICS 
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tle o,· 1· a } en1· l1avino- been altered by an act of tl1e legi la
tur of tl1 Te1·ritor~r of Wisconsin appro,.,,ec1 on ,January 
1 , 1 3 .120 Tl1e ne,v boundarie were defined in te1m~ of 
tl1e nit cl Rtat Surve)· which had, in the n1eantime. been 
comJ)let d for t l1i , ection of Iow,1. I11 otl1er word'"', tl1e 
bounda1·ies of Henrv ot111t, .. now 1·an nortl1 ancl outl1 or 

• • 

east and we .... t. Tl1e n w cot1nt,r wa alJot1t tl1e . ,1mc . ize tl • 

tl1 old. Territory wa. gained from L oui. a . De ~Ioines, 
and Le cot1ntie . Otl1 r territory wa ]o ... t to la11g·l1ter, 
De ~foine , Lee and "\7 a11 B11ren. Tl1e cl1ief g·ain macle 
was in tl1 nortbea t from L ot1i. a ount,· · tl1e cl1ief lc.1 .• • 

,vaR 11ff 1·ed 011 tl1e we,.., t " rl1ere a . triJ) of ter1·itory com-
J) ri ing ap1Jroximatcl.)" one-fiftl1 of tl1e ori~inal eo11nty wa 
left for a ti111e outsicle the limit· of an·v· count,T. Later it . ~ 

l)ecan1e })U rt of ,Jefferson 1 ounty.130 

On .J 11l)r 4, 1 3( . tl1e Territory of Iowa came into e.·i ~t
ence. II nr,;-r ~011nt,? wa~ 1· du ·ed in ize and g·iven it. 

• • 

l)re. nt bo11ndarie. by an act of tl1e legi. lat11re of tl1 new 
T rrito1•)r, aJJproved on ,J anuar~ .. 21. ] :39.1

:l
1 By the ter1ns 

of thi act whjch was ntitled. '' 11 1\.ct to di\ride tl1e ( '011nty 
of H e1zry, and e. tablish the County of J efferson ., the three 

weste1·n townshi1J of Henry ounty we1· rut off. and, to
gether with otl1 r territory we t of th m we1·e erected into 

a new rountv named ,J ffer son . 
• 

The p1~ sent a1--ea of Henry ount~T wa entirely within 
the limits of the ac and Fox cession of eptember 21 
1832 kno,vn as the Black Hawk Purcha c. ( ee 1:ap I.) 
The northeast corner of the co1.mty came Ul) clo e to tl1e 
line of Keokuk's Reserve. Later, Henry 011nty was J)art 
of the original County of Demoine. ( ..__ ee {ap II.) till 

120 Laws of t11e T erritory of Wfsconsin, 1836-1 3 , p. 3 1. 

1so See Map YI in the July, 1908, number of THE Iowa JouRN.\.L OF Hrs
TORY AND POLITICS. 

1s1 Laws of the T erritory of Iowa, 1838-1839, p. 92. 



BOU.KDARY HI TORY OF IOW 51 
later its no1·thea ·t uorner was pa1·t of the original County 
of Loui a; its .. outhea~ t corne1· part of Des 1\Ioine'"' ( 1ounty; 
and pos. ibljr its outhwest corn r was part of the original 
"'founty of Lee.132 

H ozua1 d.-......... v originally established by the act of ,J anu
a1'y 15 1 51 133 Howard ot1nt)r wa somewhat bmaller 
than now. It southe1·n boundary wa& moved one-half of 
a township fa1·tber south by an act app1·0'\red on January 
24, 1 55.134 With thi · cl1ange the 1Joundarie of Howa1·d 

ounty became permanent. 135 

From 1 37 to 1 47 tl1e t 1·ritory of tl1e pre. eut eounty 
was within the 1imits of the 01·ig·inal 1ountyr of FaJ'"ette. 
( ee Mai:> II.) Tl1e outher·n po1·tion of the county - a lit
tl more than half - was fir t ceded to the United States 
by the four lJand of the ant e ioux in a treaty sig·ued 
July 15, 1 30. ( ee .1\1a p I.) ince this cession made Ul) 

the north 1·n part of the famous '~ .... eut1·al Ground,'' the 
southern par·t of Howa1·d ounty was included in the lat
te1·. The ame a1·ea wa also within the limits of tl1e 1·e er
vation. compri ing t11e east rn l)a rt of th '' T eutral trip,'' 
which waR given to t11e Winn bagoes eptember 15, 1 32 
and ceded back bv those IndianR to the United tate in • 

the treaty dated October 13, 1 46. The northe1·n 11art of 
Howarc1 wa~ not acquired from tl1e Indians until 1 51 when 
the four })and of an tee io11x ceded thei1· claim to nortl1-
ern Iowa in two t1·eatie ignecl J'(lSIJecti\Tel)- on ,J11ly 23 
and Augu, t 5 of that yea1·. (. ee Map I.) 

Humuoldt.- Of tl1 ni11et3r-nine e~i ting· counties in Iowa, 
Humboldt e tabli hed 1Jy an act of the I g·islature a1)-

1a2 See Map VI in the .July. 1908, number of TrrE IOWA JOURNAL OF IIISTORY 
AND POLITICS. 

1 33 Laws of Iowa, 1850-1851, p. 27. 

1a4 Laws of Iowa, 1854-1855, p 185. 

1a5 See Maps XI, xrrr and XIV in the ;r uly, 1908, number of THE Iow A 

JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS. 
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prov d on .J anl1a ry 2 , 1 57,136 i th )?Ol1nge. t. It was 
ea1·\"' cl out f the older cou.ntie~ of l{o uth and Web ter 
<1nd i not to be c~onf11~e(l with H1,111bolt a county created 
b)" tl1c ,1 ·t of ,J anua1 :{ 15, 1 51 and blotted Ollt b~y· an a t 
clppro,red on January 24 1 35. T either i it to be con-

icl r cl a. cl continuation of Hu111bolt becau e the latte1· 
·ea bed to xi t t1vo ~-ear. l)ef ore tl1e J)le. ent county was 

e tabli l1ecl.137 Tl1e onlJ'" conn ction between the two coun
tie. i fol1nd in tl1e 11ame. It . eem. that th framer-:; of 
th l)re. ent co11nt)- cle. ired to JJer1Jetuate it f 01· tl1e two 
nan1e. \\"' re 1·eally t}1e ame, that i. to say, eacl1 colmty was 
nam d fo1· tl1 o-reat G 1·man cienti. t\ although l1i name 
was mi. pell d when aJ)plied to the fir t co1mty. 

"\'\11en H 'U?>l bolt ( 1ounty wa blotted Ollt in 1 53 it ter-
1·itor wa divided evenlv between Ko ~utl1 arid Web ter . ~ 

ol1ntie , tl1e nortl1e1·n l1a1f 0 ·oin°· to tl1e former. the ol1th-
rn l1alf to th latter.13 s \Vl1 n H1rmboldt ountv was .. 

e. tabli ]1ecl in 1 57 it wc1 .. o-i\,.en two tier of to,vn }rips 
from Ko. ut]1 ount,... and one from "'\\.,. eb. ier. It was 

• 

mall r tl1an H u1nbolt 1011ntv'" l1ad been, in tl1at it c1id not .. 
contc1in tl1e outl1ern tier of town hiJ)S in ·ludecl in the 
earli r rol1nt~,..139 Tl1at tbi territor wa._ omitted b1r mis-. . .. 
take " em to 1) pro, .. en by the fact tl1at at tl1e ne .. t ""e ion 
tl1 1 gi lat11r pa. ed an aet 140 ex1 lanato1·) .. of tl1e law 
of .Janua1·~~ 2 , 1 57. The preamble of this explanatory act 
deelarecl tl1at the art of ,J anuar) .. 2 1 57 l1ad originally 
created Humboldt ounty of a larger ... ize that is four 
to,vn l1ip · quare, or tl1e ize of H i1111bolt ('lount} .. , and 

1aaLa1.vs of lou1a, 1 56-1857, p. 199 

1s1 See '11scussion of 1-Iumboldt County below p 120. 
13s .. ce ).faps ·1r and XTII in the July, 190 , number of THE low A JOUR

NAL OF llISTORY A.ND POLJ 'I'IC'S. 

1ao See fap XIV in the .July, 1908, number of THE Io,vA ,ToUR~.A.L OF His-

TORY A ~D POLITICS. 

1,tO This act was approved on March 11, 1858. See Latvs of I cnva, 1858, p. 49. 

• 



fu1·tl1e1· tl1~1 t n 111i tal{e had l)een 1nade w11en tl1 cl •t wa. 
printed ,vl1erelJ~-- to,vn .. hiJ) 90 1~angc. 27 2 , 29. nnd 30 

we t, l1c1d l)eeu unint 11tio11cllJ}~ 01nitted. a11d al o tl1at tl1e 
orig·inal of tl1 llill l1ad be 11 lo t. 'l.,11 . e x1Jlc111ation. 
eemed to ati f~-- th 1 °·i. Ia t11re for it })a eel tl1e bill to 

which tl1e~ ... wer }lrefixed. 'l.,l1i ,1rt of ... fa1· ·11 11, 11. 3 . con
trll d tl1c1 t of ~J anl1a1··y· :2 • 1 3 7, in . 11cl1 a wu v ,1 to in-

• • 

lud to,rn. 1111) ~JO, 1·an°·e. 27 ~ , 29 and :~o ~,. . t i11 lium-
boldt 

1

011nt,·. It e,,eu went fc1rtl1er c111d d lined tl1 bound-• 

ari of th 011nt)- ,111 w in uel1 a lra}r ,l (ll clrly to juelude 
t l1e territory jn di. })Ut .141 It wo11lcl 11,1,7 bee11 bette1~ if 
thi clau. e of tl1c ,1ct l1,1d lJe n 01uittec1 a will be X}Jlained 
lat r. 

'l'l1e J)re ent 
1

0n. tit11tio11 of Io,,·,1 Wcl cl clared iu force 
on ~ e1Jtembe1· 3. 1 57 or 1) tween tl1 1>,11 • age of tl1e two 
Jaw jl1 t cli <'ll ed. It ·ontained a provi ion 1 -12 to tl1e f

f e ·t tl1at in tl1 future ,111 lclW, l)l'OJ)O ing· tl1e alteration of 
011nt,,. bouudc1ri ,I1011lcl l)e . 11b1nitted to cl ,-ote of tl1 • 

JJeo1Jle of tl1e cou11ti ·011 ·er11ecl a11d 11111. t l>e cll)l)ro,1 ecl l)!T 

tl1em before g·oin °· into effe ·t. .N" O\\T tl1e e. ·1)1_anator)r a ~t of 
.i\f,1rcl1 11 I 5 liad not bee11 11b1nitted to tl1e l)eople of 
I-I11111boldt and ,v b t r co11ntie. for 1·atific,ttion. ~on -
quentl~· tl1e u1)re111 ourt of tl1P ~ 1 tate in a d :1ei ion l1and
ed down 011 1)ecem1Jer 4, 1 60 in a ea e " 1 l1i ·11 11acl been 
arJpeal cl f1·0111 tJ1 J)i . tri it 1011rt of Well ter 101111t>r, cle
rlared tl1e aet 11n ·on titut1onaJ.1 1a Tl1e co11rt 11 '.l id tllclt tl1e 
art wa not tr11l)' and . i11111lJ' an ,1111e11dinent of tl1e act of 
.JauuarJr 2 , l 37. lJ11t tl1at it w,1 · ,111 i11cle1)e11de11t ,l lt a11cl 
as ~·11cl1 ,va iu,lalic1 l>ecau e it l1acl ne,,.er 1) 11 s11l)111itted to 
tl1e people for 1·ntifieation. Undoubtedl)r tlie }>l'e.,;en ·e in 

1 11 . ee i\Iap X\7 in the ,Jt1Jy, 190 • u un1ber of THE I O\VA .JouRN.\I, 0,1;, II1s
'l'ORY A?\ D POLI Tl "S. 

1
~

2 See Article r r r. SP.Ct ion ao of the onstitutiou. 

i-t .: Duncornbe vs. Prindle, 12 lo\va l . 
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the art of that c1a11 e (refer1·ed to abo,ye) which 1·edefined 
tl1e bounclari of Hl1mboldt ounty wa the basis upon 
whi h the court based its argt1ment in declaring the law 

an indep ndent act. 
Tl1i, der,i ion left Humboldt 01lntv with the dim.en. ion • 

wl1i 11 tl1c act of ,J anua1·y 2 , 1 5 7. l1ad gi,ren it whetl1e1· a 
p1·int d tl1is act e1'.1)resRed the 1·eal intentions of it fram
er. 01· not. n interesting qt1 tion a1 .. ise .. a to the size of 
th county betw en ia1·ch 11, 1 5 , the date of the ex
planato1·y act. and Decemb r 4 1 60 tb date when the 
~ame was dec1ar d nl1ll and ,1 oid. The lawyer will answer 
that since the art wa in alid it ·ould nev r l1ave had any 
force tl1erefor Humboldt 011nty wa never larger than 
th act of Janua1·y 2 . J 57, made it. (1\.t this time it com
p1·i ed tw 1v() q11are to,vn. hip .. ) . Technically and legally 
thiL r.laim i s co1 .. rect. Tl1e }1i .. to1·iral .. tuclent, however, can-
11ot overlool{ th fact tl1at the act of farcb 11. 1 58, was on 
0111· . tat11t hook. f 01· nearly t11ree yea1·" dl11·ing which 
time it was obse1·ved. and that during thi time H11mboldt 
( ounty actually rontained ixteen "qua1·e town hip .

14
-1 

~ ince Derem ber 4 1 60, the boundaries of the county have 

11ot. been alterecl. 
'rhe t rritorv of Ilumboldt was witl1in tl1e limit of tl1e ., 

ori 0 ·inal ('1ount3~ of Fayette fro111 1 :37 to 1 47. ( ee fap 
II.) T11 relation of the count. to t11e ,1ariou Indian land 
ce . ion i. very omplicated. ( ee nfap I.) J\fost of the 
co11niv wa ceded to tl1e United State. by the seve1·al treat-

• • 

ie~ of .July J 5, 1 30. On tl1is date tl1e ll1111~ of its territory 
wa. reded by the four bands of the antee iom and the 
011tl1eaRtern portion b}1 tl1e ...: ac and Foxe . Tl1e e two 

re ~ionP. made 11p t11e ' r e11tral Gro11nd'' f amou in t11e 
early l1isiory of Iowa. The so-called ''neutral line'' wl1ich 

1 ◄ i $()-(? 11ap YV in the July, 1908, number of THE IowA JO"GR~AL OF Hrs-

TORY .A~D POLITICS. 

• 



. eparated the e two re sionc; l1ad its we tern terminu in 
the De :\foinP Ri,re1· in the sot1th 1·n pa1·t of t]1e countjr. 
On J t1ly 15, 1 30 a] so tl1 southwest 111 po1'ti 011 of II t1m
boldt (. 1ount~T ,,a. cecled b)r tl1e ._ 1 ac anc] Foxe. , Omal1a 
Io,,a ... , Otoe. , l\Ii . 011ri~, and , antee ~ '1ioux. 'l'J1e we t 
c ntral pa1·t of tl1 co11nty was retained b~T tl1 .rudian 11ntil 
1 51 w11en b~r two treati ig-ned 1·c. pecti,1ely 011 ,J11l)'" :23 
ancl .. 110·11~ t 5, 1 51. it wa. 
b~y· fo111· band of tl1e .. ant 

. 11rr nd 1·ecl to tl1e 0 ·0,rer11ment 
• e i- lOllX. 

lature of tl1e ~ tate of Iowa a1 pro,1 cd on ,January 15 1 ,51.11 ~ 

It bo1111clarie a talJli 11 d at tl1is tin1e l1av 1·en1,1i11 d 
permnnent. Tl1e te1·1·itory of Ida ount~r "\\"tt acqui1·ccl by 
the 1Jnitecl .. t,1te o-o,1 ernment on J111y J 5. 1 ~:10, 11pon "~J1icl1 
date the ar. and Fox , 01nal1a , Iowa~, Otoe. , i\Ii., ouri~, 
and t11 nfec1 " 1 ,1 l·:1nton, ,\~,1l1pek11ta. Wc1J11Jetor1. and Si c
ton band~ of tl1e ~ '(io11x ceded all thei1· ·lain1s to we, ter11 
Iowa. (~ ee ::.\fap 1.) From 1 37 to ]843 tl1P 011thern tic1· 
of town l1iJ)S in ld~l ( ,011nt)r " 7cl, witl1in tl1e limits of tl1 
ori 0 ·ina1 c•o11nt:y· of B nton · tl1e 1·emainder of t]1c co11nty 
form in o- l)art of tl1e ori o-ina l ounty of Bt1ch:1nan. ( ~ 1 ee 
11a1) II.) 

Io 1va .-Tl1e bou11<lari e: of Io"Tcl 011nt )T "~ re :\:·talJJ I hell 
b~, an aet of tl1e l gi latt1re of the Tcr1·itor~r of Io,,7 ,l c.ll)
pro,~ecl on Febr11ary 17 1 4:3.146 TJ1e eot1nt!~ ,,ra ·arved 
from the territories of tl1e 01·iginal ,011nty of Keol{11l<. ( See 
1,Ia p II.) It. bo11ndarie. a1 fir t cl fined l1a \ e re111a i11ecl 
permanent. 

The te1·1·itory witl1in tl1 limits of Io~~a ~011ut)7' repre
sent. two Inc1ian lc1nd re ~io11s botl1 of wl1icb were made by 
tbP • ac an<l F1ox tribe . Tl1e Qoutheastern portion of tl1e 

14~ Lans of Jo,va} 1850-1 :, 1, p. 2i. 

110 Rerised f)'tatut es of the Torritory of lou;a, 1 43, p. 131. 



co11nty "ra. l)tt1·t of tl1e ces. ion of October 21 1 37, tl1e re-
1nai11(ler ,,·a. ,1cq11ireci l)y tl1e treaty of Octol)er 11, 1 -1-2. 

( ee l\faJ) I.) 

J<r cliSO J1.-Tl1ib Pot111tv ,·va carved from tl1e orio-inal .., 

( <011nt)· of Dt1l111q11e (.._ ee [;1p II.) by an act of the legi ~la-
t11re of tl1e I erritor)T of Wiscon. in ap1)1·0,red on December 
21 1 37.147 Tl1e l>oundarie reeeiv"ed at tl1i tim l1ave re
ruained per1nanent. 

Tl1e territor,T e1nllr,1cecl witl1in tl1e limit. of ,Jack on 
• 

1011nt>T wa. IJart of tl1e Blacl< Hawk Purcl1a e. a tl1 ac 
,incl Fox re. ion of .. 1 er>tember 21 1 32, wa conunonly 

called. ( e fa1) I.) 

J aspe , .-'rl1i~ co11ut~T wa. e tal>li lied h}~ an act of tl1e 
l gislat11re of tl1e Territo1·J" of ]owa ,lI)})roved on .J,1nuary 
1:3, 1 46.14 It boundarie ... a.· <lescril)ed at thi. time ,vere 
a, follow~: '' Beg·in111ng· clt tl1e nortl1-we t co1·ner of Powe
shiek count Jr 011 tl1e l iue tli,.,icling town l1i1) 1 and ~, 
nortl1 of range 17 we"'t; thence ,ve..,t. to tl1e north-west cor
ner of to,vn l1i1) l, 11ort1t of rang·e 20 we. t; tl1e11ce e,1"t to 
tl1e soutl1-we t corner of to""ll l1i1) 7 , nortl1 of 1·ang·e 20 
"~est; tl1e11ce ol1tl1. to tl1c 011tl1-we "t corner of Powe l1iek 
co1111ty; tl1e11ce 11ortlt to tl1e I)lc1ce of begin11in£?;.'' Thi. defi
nition of l)ot1nclarie. i. erio11 ]'\" ,Jefecti,re. B,- t'Wo c111~io11. • • 

erro1~s tl1c we ... ,te1·11 l)o1111J,1 ry of .T ,1. J)er i 1nade to run ea t 
in. teacl of 011tl1, ,111cl its so11t11ern l)ounclarv outl1 in. teacl • 

of ea. t. ft i i1u1)os. ihle to 1·c1>re ent ~11cl1 a count~ ... 111>(>1l 

n n1ap, were it 11ot tl1at it .. urrounding neig·l1bor ... gi,,e it 
sl1c1J)C ft11cl r>er111it u-, to . ee tl1e size and louation wl1icl1 tl1e 
framers of tl1e act of 1 -1-6 mea.nt to g·i,"e to ,J a s1)er Coun
t)r.149 ~\ tl1us re1)re~ented ,J a per wn · s1naller l)y one-fiftl1 

111 La1vs of tlie Territory of Tf'isconsin. 1 36-183 , p. 13~. 

1.is Laivs of the 1'err?tory of Io1va, 1 4,3·1846, p . 73. 

1,10 See 1\lnp , .. TII in the July, 190 . uun11Jcr of T1IE To,v.\ .TouRS.\.L OF li1s

TORY AND Pot ITICS. 
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than at pre ent. it. we tern 1Jot1ndar)" l)ein°· 011e range 
fartl1 l" ea t tl1an now. Otherwi e tl1 lof•atiou of th ot111-
ty a. first .. talJli 11 d wa ju .. t tl1e . an1e a. at J)r ~ 11t. 

The errors point d 011t al>ove were m:1d lJ~" tl1e 1)ri11ter"' 
of the ta tute , f 01· a 1· f r nee to tl1 ori 0 ·i11,1 l n1H 1111 . <·ri J>t 
copy of the a c-t iu q11 tion . l1ow~ tl1 bot1nclarie~ eorrP tl}r 
desrribed th re. 15° Fo11r <la:v·:- a f te1· tl1e a l)])rO\'a l of t 11 «l t 
c1"eating ,Ja .. l)er 1

011nty a . U})}Jle1ne11tarj" a ·t wa a])l)l'O\"ecl 

wl1icl1 011gl1t to 1,.ed fi11 tl1 bo1111clar~.,. lin .., of' .r a;-1> r, 
Polk, t111d Dalla .. ()01111ti .1 11 ,J11,~" wl1y tl1i act wa J)a ... cd 

cannot be aid. 1To rror l1ad lJeen 1n,1<le in tl1 ori 00i11al 
definition of th 1 l>o11nclari ... of' Poll~ ancl Dalla ciot1nt i > .. •• 

The er1·ors in tl1e l)rinted law i· lative to tl1e l>o1111clari .. 
of ,Ja per ount~r l1ad 11ot )ret been mad , l)eeal1 e tlie In1\T"' 

were not J .. et p1·int d. Tl1 ori 0·ina1 of tl1e net of .J ,111tt,lr)r 

13 1 46 mu, t l1ave lJ en at tl1 conv 11ienc of tb) fr<1111er 
of t11e act of ,Tan11rtrv 17. '11l1e lc1tt r law co11lcl 11ot lta,re • 

1Je n pa .. ed. tl1e1·efore, to rem <1y error n1ade in tl1 earliPr 
act. The re,11 rea. on fo1· tl1 . llJ)})le1r1e11tar~r cl<'t of ,T,11111ar)r 

17 , eem. to cor11e 011t of Poll{ ount,r. H r a 01111t ,r-~· ')at 
• • 

wa1· wa 011. ...\dditional te1·ritorv WclS d . ir d 011 t}1e ,,.,est 
• 

and outl1 in order to rnal{e b,ort l)e._ ~Ioi11e_ 1nore ne,1 rl \r 
• 

tl1 c nte1· of tl1e (•01111t~r. B11t Poll< 101111t) .. ,v,1s not ... a ·tly 

north of Warren C1ou11t,-; lien<' i11 reclefini11°· the l>o1111d,1rie • 

of Dall~l . . Poll{ ,1nd .J,1. pe1· ('Olllltic. tl1e fir~t t\\ro '\rere 
.. l1ifted eacl1 one rc111°·e fa1·tl1e1· ,ve. t wl1ile tl1 ,,'.>c. terr1 

bounda1·~· of .J a . per wc1s mo,·ec] 011c ra11°·e in tl1 , au1e 
direction. Tl1e e l1if't. brol1g·l1t Poll{ io t111t>r dir ctl~r 11ortl1 
of Warr n from wbi ·h it gained 011e tier of to,vn .. ·l1iJJ . . F1ort 
De 1\Ioine was now n ar the ·enter of Poll< ,111c1 , eclt1rerl 
tl1e countv-~ent. 1\ncl so it m,l\7 l)e . aid tl1at tl1e l)ou11d:1ries • • 

1r.o ee volnrue for 1845-1 46 of the original 111anuscript copies of the acts 
of the legislature of the 'I'erritory of Io,va, as kept on file in the office of the 
, ecretnry of State, Des Joines, J OV\ a. 

1:;1 la1cs of the 1'crritory of Iowa, 1845-1846, p. 'i5. 



of .Ta pe1· Co1111tJ' wer 1·e<l finecl anc1 tl1e co11nty enlarg·ed 
by the aet of .J an11ar:,. 17, J_ 46, merely to accommodate 
Polk ('1011nt~· ancl n1ore esJ)C< ial1:v· tl1e l)oomer~ of Fort Dec; 
nfoin . r11 l1e lJ011ndaries of .Ta. per 11a,l'e not been altererl 

<::in<'c tl1e elate la t mentioned. 
Tl1e wl1ol of ,Ta .. per --.011nty wa witl1in tl1e limit of the 

01·i0 ·i11al ( 101111t, .. of Keol{lU{ e. tabli~l1ed in l 37 and in exi t-
• 

enr.e 11ntil 1 4B. (See 1\fri11 II.) The territory of Ja~per 
was acq11ired from tl1e ~ acs and Foxe~ by tl1e terms of tl1e 
t.reat>· of October 11 1 4-2. (See 1\1ap I.) Tl1e line of pa1·
tition b),. wl1icl1 tl1e re. sion was divided into two part ran 
tl1ro11°·11 the count,. T11e we~tern }1a lf 1ras not to be va-

• 

catecl 11ntil Oetol)er 11, 1 45. 

Jeff e1 son.-Tl1e 1ount}" of ,J effe1·&on Wcl, e tabli&hed by 
an act of the legi lature of the Territory of Iowa ,1ppro,·ed 
on .J c11111ar)" 2], 1 39.152 Tl1i& law W"a entitled ' An .A.ct to 
divicle tl1c ( 1011nt)" of H eury, and ebtabli:::,11 tl1e County of 
J eff'c r so JZ." Tl1e bo11uda1 ies of tl1e uew county were define(l 
as follow&: ' begin11ing at the south-ea t co1ne1· of to,vnship 
n1unhcr . e,1 enty-one nort11, range eigl1t wec;t, thence north 
witl1 snid line to tl1e line di,l'icling townsl1ip event:y·-tl1ree 
ancl e\Te11tv-f 011r tl1ence ".,e t 1rit]1 ~aicl line to the Indi,1n 

~ 

bo11ncla1 ~ ... line, tl1e11ce s011tl1 witl1 aid line to the line di,·id
ing to"·11"l1ip .. e,1e11t~" and ~e,1 ent~"T-one, tl1ence ea --t witl1 
line to tl1c IJlace of beginning.'' ''The Indian boundary 
line ' l1erein 1nentioned waR tl1e we tern limit of the Sac 
and Fo\. l'C.', ion of Ortobe1· ~1. 1 37. Thi line ran from 
near tb s011tl1we. tern corner of to,vn hip eventy-one 
nortl1, range ele,1 en west, toward the nortbeaRt to sucl1 an 
extent that tl1c nort11we t corner of ,T effeI~bon Countv was .. 
abo11t fi,1 e milPR fartl1er ea. t tl1an its s011tl1we t corner.

153 

1n2 Lares of the Territory o/ lou·a, 1838-1839, p. 92. 
1:3 Ree 1\fap '\"II in the .Tnly, 1908, Dllmbcr of TIIE Io,,~A JouR~AL OF Hrs-

TORY A?\ D POLl'.I'IC.S. 
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( ee 1Iap I.) Tl1iR '·Indian bouncla1·y line'' l1a<l never 
been Rllrveyecl 1 

~
4 bl1t tl1e northern l1a]f of tl1e •e ~ion of 

Octobe1· 21, 1 37. l1ad l)een and . o l1ad t11e we tern bo11nd
aries of tl1e Black Hawk P111· 11a e.1u5 In otl1er ,vo1·d~, tl1ree 
of t11e fou1· bouncla1·i ." of tJ1e ce . ion of October 2]. 1 B7, 

hacl been sl1r,1:eyed and t11e poi11t~ b tween wl1i ·11 tli e 
fou1·tl1 bol1ndarjr wi1 to ha,,c l)een dra,,·n "·ere fixed . 1\ 
traig·J1t line dI·a \VD l)etween tl1e"'e two stabli '"' 11 cl point 

give u~. tl1en, tl1e 1ni . i11°· bo11ndar. 1:. 

With thi explanation, the fo11r bo1111darie. of .J effer. on 
ounty as original])"?' e~tabli. lled l)econ1e cle.finite. The 

three ea tern to\vn l1ip of tl1e new co11r1ty ,vere taken from 
Hen1·y. TJ1e 1·emaincl r wa .. Inclic111 ierritor)"T "\'\7]1icl1 J1acl 
neve1· befo1·e f 01·med a pH rt of an~· count,.... Tl1e act does not 
say, in o many word. tl1at Henr}y wa to be dimini. hed in 
ize althougl1 tl1 title indicate tl1e c1i,11sion of tl1at county. 

The boundaries of J effe1~son as fi1 1 given have never been 
altered: t11at i , not cli1·ectly or le0 ·al1J··. 

By an act of tl1e legi. latl1re of the T rrito1·y of Iowa ap
J)I·o,~ed on F ebr11ary 17, 1 43.1 00 Wapello 011nty waR stab
]j, bed just we t of .J effe1-. on. In tl1i act tl1e nortl1ern 
bo11nda1'y of , , apello w,1. de~cril>ecl a. beginnino- at tl1e 
nortl1"\'\.,.e. t corner of ,Jeff er. on 011nt,r on tl1e line between ... 

rang·e ele,l'en a11d t,veJ,.,.c we. t. fro1n w11icl1 point it was to 
extend we twar(l. Tl1e s011tl1ern boundary of vV,1pello wa. 
extended eastwa1·d to th 011tl1we t corn 1· of .Jefferson 
(

1

ountJ·, wl1ile its ea. tern boundary was made to run the11ce 
nortJ1 on the line dividing 1·anges el ven c:1ncl hvelve to tl1e 
place of beg·inning·. Tl1ese definition. of the bot1ndaries of 
W a1Jello C

1

011nty ass11me the west(=)rn bo11nclar),: of .Jefferson 

I
5

-i 18th Annual Report of the Bureau of Arncrican, Ethnology, 1896•97, Part 
2, p. 767. 

1r,5 18th .1Jnn11al Report of the Bureait of An1er1ran Ethnology, 1896-97, Part 
2, p. 737. 

1sG Revised ,~tatutcs of the 1'erritory of Ioua, 1843, p. 131. 



011nt~r to lle on tl1e line l)etween range ~leven clnc1 twel\1e 
w ..,t, wl1il , i11 l)oint of fact. it l1ad neve1~ b en altered i11ce 
it l1ad l)e n e tabli. lied })''t tl1e act of J anua rv 21. 1 39, on .. . 
th '' I11dia11 l)ounclar,r line' mention d abov . Tl1e act of 

• 

1 48 (loe · 11ot 1~edefi11e tl1e l)oundari . of .Jeff r . 011 ount,r. • • 

)xc pt bJT i11fere11ce. ..t\t tl1e a111e tim . it i clear tl1at t11 
frnmer of t11e a t meant to tal)1i. h tl1 ea. tern boundarv ~ 

of ,~r aJJello 101111ty on tl1e line between range. eleven ,1u<l 
t,~el~.r west. It i. al o tr11e that t11e,,. a un1ecl thi line to .. 
be tl1e we~te1~n lJoundar)T of .J effer on C1ounty, l)11t . ince tl1i~ 
wa ... 11ot tl1 fa ·t. it i not 11rol)al)le t11at a co11rt would decree 
tl1at tl1 ,1ct of 1 -1:3 l1ad altered tl1e we. tern bo11ndarv ot • 

J ffer~o11 1011nty. T cl1nirally, then, and leg·allJ··. it m,1y 
be "-aicl tl1at tl1 i1ct of 1 -1. left a triangular trip of terr1-
tor~r, b >tween J ffe1· on and Wa11ello co11ntie , out ide of 
tl1e limit.. of botl1.157 Tl1e erro1· in the bouud,1r, 1 ine lJ -~ 

tween tl1e two co11ntie ha~ ne,, r l)een corrected. 'l,l1e 
we te1·n bo11ndar"" of .J ffer on ount,T ma,- be called de-.. . . 
fecti,1e .. i11ce it i. tecbnic,111~· not where it i . 111)po ed to lle. 

Tl1e n. t rn })ortion of tl1e county ( ee n1a1 I.) wa 1,,1rt 
of tl1e .._ a a11(l Fo ... ee ·~ion of .. e1)tember 21 1 3:2. al""o 

alled tl1 Blarlc Hawk Pt1rcha. e. Thi.. ame tl1·ec1 wa 
later in ·luded , 1litl1i11 the Jjmit of th original C

1
ounty of 

l)cmoine.15 (See l\Ia11 II.) The 1·emaincler of Jeffer "'on 
ol1nty ,vu. acquired from the ,1e and Fox Indian b}" tl1e 

je. io11 of October 21, 1 37. Tl1e triangular . tri1) between 
J effer:on c1nd "'\Va1)ello was 11art of tl1e ces ion of October 
11. l 4:2, mt1de b)- tl1e same t1·ibe . 

,Jol1n.<ion.-,Jobn on Col1ntj'" wac:, e tabli ..:11 cl by an a ·t of 
tl1e Ieg·i .. lnt11rc of the Te1·ritory of Wi con it1 a1')1)ro,· :)cl 011 

1r,1 See 1\Iaps ,·1r and x,rr in the .Tuly, 190 unn1bor of THE Io,vA .ToUR~AL 

OF :1 TSTORY A~ D POLITICS. 

1.-;s This gives to De1uoiue County the lin11ts ,,..hich the fra1ners of the act 
establishing that county n1e3ut to give it. ee above p. ~9. 

• 
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Derember 21, 1 37 .159 A. cle crib d in tl1i. ,1 t it:- e,1 r,,tern 
bot1nda1·" wa tl1e line di,riding l'clng·e fot1r ancl fiv w t; 
it., "~e te1·11 boundai·)r tl1at di, ... iding ra11°0~ eigl1t and nin 
we. t. It. . ot1tl1 1·n bo11ndar,"" Wc:l tl1 liu cli\Tidin°· to\"\-n-., 

.. hip . e,T nt. -. ix a11cl ~e,yent~·- e, .. e11 nortl1 ~ ii , nortl1ern 
boundar)· tl1c-1t e11,1ratino- to,,.,11sl1i1) eig·l1t)r-oue a11cl ig]1ty
two nortl1. Tl1e. c lJoun<larie. 111nde tl1e <·ount r fo11r to,v11-

• 

. hip. wicl (from ea t to "·e -- t) and fi,· l 1011°· (fro111 nortl1 to 
outh) or ,l bo11t tli r :)e . ·t1u:1 r to'\\n . l1i1) 1 cl r 0 ·e1· t l1an at 

pre .... ent. 

So111 of tl1 territo1 ~.,. gi,'C1ll to ,T o11nso11 O11r1t:· lJ~T tl1c act 
of Deccml) r 21 1 37. l1a 1 l)elong·ecl to ool{ a11cl n111 <J11i
tin ·ountie. 1c0 in ·e tl1 ir ""' tcll)}i l1111c11t }l)7 cln ~t ·t ,1J)
JJ1·oved 011 I e · \111lJ r 7. 1 ';3G. 1

001{ a11cl :\f 11 (fttitin w re 
not e\1 11 111ention cJ in tl1 ac·t ·r ati11g ,Jol111son 1ounty. 
'fhei1· lo s of t rritor)T to 111 ~ latter lD<l)r l>e <'c111et1. tl1cre
for , indire ·i . 

. J ol1n on 1ou11t,- ,vc1 1·eclu · cl i11 size, in(1ir ~ctl,,., 1), .. an 
• • • 

a ·t of tl1 legi , lnture of tl1 :1 Terri tor)- of ]owa a1J1>r0\7 ecl on 
,Jan11arj" ~5, ] :-30 ,111cl entitlecl ·' 1.\n .c\et to e talJlisl1 tl1e 
bounda 1·}· line. f ,, ... <l ~111 ug·ton ·01111 ty, a 11d for otl1 Jr l )llr

po ·e. ·' .1 c 1 Tl1i law C'l1 an cYCd tl1 na1ne of 81 a 11gl1t 1· ( 'O11n ty 
to \\7 a l1ing·ton 1 011nt~,. and cnlctr 0 ·e<.1 tl1 latte1· b)" adding 
to it .. even 11ew to" ... 11. l1i11 . tl1r of " 7]1i ·11, 11amc]~T to""n
• hi}J, ix . . e,~en. ancl eig·bt we. t, l'ttnge :e,1 ent)r-, even nortl1, 
were tal{en f1·on1 ,J ol1n~on -'011nt,~ ,vitl1out . o mu ·11 a . men-

• 

tioning tl1e na1ne of tl1e latter in tl1e act. 
B~v, an a ·t of tl1e legi ]att1re of tl1e Territor~T of Jo,va cl}J

pro,1ed on ,June 5 ] 45,102 tl1e Iowa Ri,Ter W<l .. mf1de tl1e 
bounda1·y line betwPen .J 01111 on nn(i ,,Ta sl1i11gto11 <'Ol1n1 ie 

1~0 J.,au:.'l of the Territory of 1T tsconsu1. 1836-1838, p 132. 

100 ee ~fap III in the .Tttl , 1!)0 , nt11nber of THE Io,vA ,JOURNAL O:Z.' JI1s
TORY AND POLI'JIICS. 

101 I,au·s of the Territory of I oa·a, l 38-1 39, p. 100. 

102 La-rts of tlte Territory of Iowa, 1845, p. 66. 
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for . 0111e ix or eight 1nile . B)" this alteration of bound
aries ,J olm on ouuty g·ained from W asl1ingtou tl1a t 1Jart 
of to,v11. l1i1) 77 north, 1·ang· 6 we t wl1ich la~" ea t of the 
Io\"\1 ,l J{i,1e1·. " 7itl1 tl1is change the boundaries of .John. on 

oun ty becan1 })ern1anent. 
T11e territorJT ·on1prised within the limit of the })1·e ent 

·ot1nt:· \\Ta, acqt1ired from the Indian at three different 
date---. The e,1 .. tern portion "Ta-. part of ce ion of 1 eptem
ber 21. 1 32 kno\"\TJJ. a th Black Hawk Pu1·cha e. The 
~ outh a t corne1· ,va. included in the Keokuk Reser\·'"1 tion 
ceded by treaty of 1-. e1:>tember ~8 1 36. The 1·emainder of 
t}1e county, prol)ably three-fourth of it, wa acq11ired 
tl1rough the ce. ion of October 21 1 37. 11 of the e ce~-
ions were 1nade lJy tl1e ac and Fox Indian . ( ._ ee hlap I.) 
Th easte1·u lJart of .John on ount;1 wa f orme1·ly within 

the limits of tl1e original ("ount) .. of ])ubuque. For a ome
w11at l1orter period the 011thea tern portion was within 
tl1 ori o-inal 1ount~· of J)emoine. ( See ~Ia p II.) La te1\ 
tl1is areit belong·ed to C oolr, a ·01U1t. - no longer in exi "'tence, 
and 1Y1u 'c1u1ti11e, u · tl1 nam of tl1e orig·iual 1ount}- of ~Iu._
catine was . pelled. 11he latte1· ,va differently lo~ated then 
than 110,v.103 

Jones.-Lil{e it. neio·hbors ,Jone County wn erected 011t 

of tl1e te1·ritory of tl1e 01·iginal County of l)11lJ11q11e (., ee 
1\f aJ) II.) by an act of tl1e legi lature of tl1e Territory of 
Wisconsin a1)proved on December 21 1 37.104 It original 
bo11ndaries received at this time l1ave remained unaltered 

to the pre ent time. 
The ter1·itory o.f .Jones ounty was l)art of the Black 

Hawk Pu1·cha e made from tl1e ac and Fox Indian by the 
te1~ms of the t1·eaty of eptembe1~ 21, 1 32. ( ee Map I .) 

10s See ifap III in the ,July, 1908, number of THE IowA JouR~aL OF Hrs
TORY AND POLITICS. 

10 i Laws of tlte Ter, itory of Wiscon,l'Jin, 1836-1 3 , p. 132. 

• 



K eokuk.-Lil{e Be11to11, Buclla11an, and Fa)"ette c-ouutie~, 
Keo1n1k "'iot1nty wa e tablished by an act of the leg·i lat t1re 

of the Te1·ritor~ .. of \~Ti co11sin U})p1·0,1ed on December :21, 
1 37.100 I..Jike tl1 n1, too, it ,v,1 in it original fo1·m onl)r a 
tempo1·c1ry jt11·i diction mo t of tl1 ter·ritor}~ of whi ·11 ,,rt1s 
till o,vned bv th I11dians. It. bot1ndarie "rere cle c-ribed • 

in the above mentionecl act a., follow : '' 11 the countrv 
~ 

1. ring "re t of tl1 'ol1nty of ,T 01111 on, an(l bet,vee11 t]1e li11e 
dividing· to\\rn l1ip {_)\1'.ellt)r- ix arid ... e,rent~7 -. e,rcn a11d tl1(} 

line di\Tiding· to\\rn. hifJ eio-ht)T-one and i0 ·11t:,·-two uortl1, ~~~

tended to tl1e \"\l' tern bo1111dc1r\T of t11 ) ter1·1 torv, l1al I l)c. 
• • 

and t11e a1n i ... 11erelr'l eon -- titl1tecl a ~e1Jnrr1te col111t~". to l)e 
called I(eolrul<. '' ,Jol1n~on 1ou11t,, l1a(l been locate<l i11 the 

• 

p1·eceding ._ e jtion of tl1 an1e a t. '11l1e we. ·ter11 bo1111<.lu1·)" 
of tl1e territo1·,,.'' w a . 11011 otl1cr tl1,1n tl1 w tern bou11cl-• 

arv of tl1e Ter1·itor,- of \'\' is ion. in. wl1i<·l1 "·a at t11is ti111 ~ • • 

tl1e nfi ,ol1ri c111d ,'111ite JiJa1·th 1·iver. . 'l'l1e ori 0 ·inc1l 01111-
ty of I{eoku1{ e.·te11decl, tl1er fore. from ,T ol1nson 1oun t):r 
011 the east aeroc;.. tl1e 1. 

1 t,1te of lowa to tl1e :Oii . ot1ri Ri\1 r. 
It wa one of t11e large t 011ntie ev r e1·eated witl1in tl1e 
limits of tl1e p1·e e11t 1 tate of Iowa. 1 t included within it<;, 
territo1·y all of tl1e JJre~ ent co11nties of Iowa, Poweslti l", 
,J aspe1·. Poll< Dalla . Gt1tl11·ie, 11dubon 1l1elbJ', and Harri
. on, togetl1er with tl1e north rn one-fourtl1 of the ()Ot1nties of 
Pottawattamie a. s dai1-, J\1adison, v\7 arren, ~fa1·ion, 
iial1a l{a, and Keol{11lr a11d tl1e northwe .. tern townsl1i1) of 
\Va ~11ino-ton 1011nt)r. (See ia1) II.) 

The original ounty of Keoln1k, as described above, lost 
one squa1·e town hip in area by an act of the legislatu1·e of 
tl1e Ter1·itory of Io,~a apJ>roved on January 25, 1 39.1 " 1

• 

Tlus la'\\r chang·ed the name of laug·hter ount)" to W asl1 
jngton and tl1en en1arg·ed the latter by extending its bound-

1ecs Lau;s of tile Territory of W,scon,'H.n, 1836-1838, p. 132. 

100 Latus of the Territory of Io u•a, 1838-1839, p. 100. 



a1·ie. one tow11 l1i1) fartl1er nortl1 and one ran°·e fartl1 r 
,~e t. Tl1e. e cl1a11ge l1a<l tl1e effeet of gi,1in°· one . <Juare 
to",.n l1i p of tl1e t erri tor)T of ]{ eok11k Count~· to ,,r a ~11ing·
ton. (. ee l\f a1) II.) 1 c7 

rr11 bOllll<lc1ri s of J{eol\11k \\T r redel111ed a11<l tl1e co1111ty .. 
recll1red i11 izP b~~ ,lll ~1ct of tl1 leg1.·l,1ture of tl1e Territory 
of Io,v,l cl})}>l'0\7 ed on B' brual')1 17. ] 43.1 n rr11e cl1ief im
J)Ortanc-e of tl1i ,1ct eenter · 1n the f ,tet tl1at tl1e loc,1tion of 
t lie n ;),,. co11nt,r "-a~ l1ifted to the ~011tlrward. i11deed onlv 

• • 

tl1e 11ortl1cr11 tier of town. l1i1) in tl1e ne" .. county wa.., ,11 o 
in tl1e olcl. ( 1c .1:1a1J II. ) Tl1e bo1111clnrie: receive<l i111 '-1-:3 
}1,1,re re111,1ined 11 r111,1nPnt. 

1\ tria11g11lar trir) of territor31 i11 tl1e ea tern })art of tbe 
co11nt~-. si,· or . e,1 en 111il .1 -wide on tl1e outl1 and tapering 
to a l)Oint on the nort11. w,1 ccdetl to tl1e nitec1 St,1te · lJy 

tl1e ac nnd FoA· I11clian in a treat,r dated October 21, 1 37 . 
• 

'I'l1e r n1a i11<.1er of tl1e ◄011nty w-a:;; ,1ec.1ui red from the ame 
trib<>"' lJ~T t11 treaty of O ·toller 11, 1 4:2. ( ee irap I.) 

Kos. utl1 .- Tl1i ._, tl1e largP t co11nt)" in Iowa wa · fir t e -
tabli. l1ed by ,1n act of tbe tate leg·i. Jat11re approved on 
.Januarv 15. 1 51.16n But a· c1·eated flt t11i. ti1ne the countv 

• V 

• contair1ed onlJT 576 sq11are mile . 1 t "Ta. }orated between 
Pa lo 1\1 to and lianro('k co11ntie" ancl wa of tl1e ,1me ize. 
Tl1e nortl1ern 1)art of tl1e J)re .. ent c:011nt)· wa.. a .._ eparate 
co1111t~· c,llled Bancroft. J11 t . 011tl1 wa. located tl1e ounty 
of Huml)oldt eq11a} in . ize to l{:o. uth.1 70 

'I'l1e bo11nd;1rie. of Ko. utb (,.ountv were more tl1an doub-
• 

lec1 b,r ,1 law ntitled ' An act to extend tl1e boundarie of 
• 

Ko . 11tl1 ( 1ounty, and to locate the eat of ,Ju tice tl1ereof'' 

101 Cotnpare ~laps ,r and ,TJI in the .July, lHO , nu1nbc>r of THE lo,Y.A .JocR-
AL OF HIS'I'ORY A:-.D Pol JTICS 

1Gs Rcv1.~ed Statutl's of t71e Territory of lou:a, l 43, p. l~l. 

100 La1l'S of I 01va, l 50-1 51, p 27. 

110 ee 1ap XI in tlie July, 190 1 number of THE Io,vA JOUR!\AL OF His
TORY .AND POLITICS. 



whic11 wa. a1)1)ro,Ted 011 ~J ant1ar)" 24, 1 35.111 B)7 tl1e te1·n1s 
of tl1i. clct tl1 ·ountie~ of Ban ·roft and Hum bolt \\'r r blot
ted Ollt. Tl1e te1·ritoryr of the fo1111 1·, tog·etl1e1· "\\"ith the 
no1·tl1e1·n li,1lf of tl1 latter \\"a .. addecl to I{o. "l1tl1 ruakino
that ('Ollil tv o,re1l,1ro·e.112 

• 

Tl1e e bot1nclarie. "er <1 c1·eased by clll a ·t approved on 
,Janua1·y 2 , 1 57 1

'
3 wl1icl1 creat d the new 1ol1nty of Hmn

bo]dt betw en v\ ... rigl1t a11c1 Pocahonta . I-r o. uth ('1ounty 
]o t it t,vo outl1e1·nmo t tier of to,vnsbips to Humboldt 
by t11i. aet ,1nd 1·ecei,·ed tl1ereb)" bounda1·ie e~actl)"' eqt1iva
lent to tl10 of toc1ay.1 

;-i The e bounda1·ie , l1owe,1 1·, ,vere 
not to be 11 rman 11t, for on niaJ~ 13, 1 70 tl1ere was ap
pro,?ecJ an a t 1 •J b}r tl1e te1-m of which tl1e nortl1c1·n J)art 
of Ko 11th 011nt,,. wa. erected into ,l new cot1nt1- call cl 

~ . 
1

ro ker.176 Thi .. eo11nt,r, lo •ated in1mecliate],;- bet,, e11 \\7i11-
~ . 

nebago and Em1n t ·ontained only 40 . ql1are 1nile . Tl1is 
area being maller than Wcl allowed by tl1e 1onstitution, 1 77 

the U}Jreme 
1

011rt of tl1e St<lte in a cleci ion handed down 
on Decembe1' 11 l 71, <l rlared the act creating tli count)" 
uncon. titutional.17 Tl1e ff ·t of tl1i deri ion 1'"",l.' to re
c..,tore tl1e te1·ritOl')' of ,roek r Ol111t)r to I{o. ·. 11tl1 and to 
the latter tl1e l)o1111dari w11i ·11 tl1e law of J ar1uary 2 ~ 1 57, 
l1ad o-ivCln it. ._ inc 1 7] 110 ,1lteratjo11._ ha,-e been 111acle in 
the bounclarie~ of Ko ... s11th 1011nt:y·. 

1
7

1 Lau;s of lo1ta, l .34.-1 55, p. 210. 

112 ee :\fap XIII in the .July, JH08, number of THE Io,vA .JouR~AI OF H1s
TO&\ .Al-.D POLITI •s. 

113 Lau.~ of Jo1va, 1 5G-1657, p. 199 

114 ~ ce i\fap XI\" in the .July, 190 , nurnber of TirE Io,v.A .JOURNAL OF l11s
TORY .A ND J>OLITIG::s. 

11r; Latcs of Jou·a . l 70, p. 239. 

I7t, 'ce 11ap X\7 lU the .J11Jy, 1 nos, nurnber of THE IO\\ A .JOURNAL OF HIS
TORY A~D PoLITlC'S. 

111, ee Article XI, section 2, of the Constitution. 

11s Gar-field i·s. Brayton, 3H Io~·a 16. 



Tl1e territor)' of tl1e 1)1' ent ·ou11t)· of IZo b11tl1 ,,·a .. in
(jl 11decl ,vi t 11 in tli 1 i111i t ~ of tl1e original 011nt,r of F,1)·ette 

t,1l1li .. l1 >rl in 1 37 ~1nd 1Jlottecl 011t in lR-17. ( ~ ee niap II.) 
rr11e .. 011tl1ea ter11 11ortio11 of tl1e 'Ollllf~· W,l:-; eedecl on .J11lj· 
15, 1 :30, to tl1 1 nitecl 8t}1tc l>~- tl1e )lcclewal~,1nto11. ,\ ... al,-
1,elrut,1. \\ .. ,1111 eto11 ,111d Hi .. to11 l)a11d. of tl1e Sa11tee 1 io11x. 
'l"l1i .. c·c~~1011 1nade lll) ])nrt of a lar 0 ·er cll'C,l l{11ow11 ,1- tl1e 
'· ... T e11 t ra I Grou11cl '. Tl1e bu] k of tl1e cou11l ,. w,1 ceclecl 1)v • • 

tl1e . a111 l)a11cl~ of tl1e ~ i,1ntee Sio11x i11 t,, ... o treutie~ ·i 0 ·ned 

re J)e ·tiv·cly· on .J11l)r 2:3 ,111tl ... \.11g·11 1, 5, 1 ,"51. (R0c l\fa1) I.) 

L e ).-Lee ("'fo1111t, ... , ,1 it .. bo1111darie ,, .. ere fir t defined . 
• 

,,ya c,1rved fro1n tl1e orig·in,1l 1ou11t~ .. of l)en1oine lJ)· nu act 

of tl1 I cg i lc1 t l1rP of tl1e Te1·ri to1·~- of v\.,.i~ con in, a l)])ro,·ed 
011 l)ecen1lJer 7, 1 36. a11d in eff e('t from tl1e ~,1me da, ... 17n • 

Tl1 ]1ol1nclnrie~ rccei,1ecl :tt tl1i tin1e b, .. T.ie ( 1ou11t\- were • • 

de crilJecl in 1)eet1liar lang·uage, for 1·ea on· e .. "J)l;1ined 
abo,1 e.1 so ... \. routc1i11ec1 in . ctio11 011 of tl1e clet ubcli\1.ding 
l ernoi11e 1011nt) tl1cy re,1c1 cl~ follo~~s : '·lJ gi11ning· [lt tl1e 
lllO t . 011tl1ern outlet of Sl<u11lc l ivrer. 011 tl1e nii ~i. si})})i · 
tl1ence a nortl1er11 clirection pa . ing· tl1roug:l1 tl1e gro,·e 011 
tl1e 11 tld of tl1e 11ortl1ern brancl1 of f...,o. t '11·eek, and tl1ence 
to a point C'Orre~11onding ,v·itl1 tl1e range line divicling 
1·ang·e [. ] se,Ten a ud eigl1 t, and tl1enee 011tl1 wi tl1 tlie ~a ill 
line to tl1e l)es :\Ioi11e ri,Ter · tl1ence dow11 tl1e 111idclle of tl1e 
sa1ne to tl1e l\Iissi ~iJJJ)i n11cl t l1er1ec 111) tl1e ~f i .... i i111)i to 
tl1e })lace of beg·inning·''. 

Fron1 tl1i. de "rri1)tion it i ea"~ .. to i11dieate on a Ill,tlJ ctll 
of tl1e lJ011ndari ... of Lee (•olmt~, exce1)t tl1e 11orther11 one. 
It i impo~ ible to tell wl1ether this bo11ndary l1oulcl be 
compo "'ed of two lines or of one. There i notl1ing· in the 
foreg·oing definition to l)revent drawing· tl1e bot1ndary witl1 

110 LaLvs of the T errilort/ of Wiscon sin, 1 36-1 3 , p 76. 

11:10 See above p. 3 l. 



one li11e onl3r t1nc1 it i' o dr,1'"rn on ·erta.iu ma1).' aeeo1u1)any
ing· ,1 f or111 ')r }J,1 }Jer b)· tl1e '"·riter.1 1 

.... ~ .. cre,1ted lJ) tl1 ,1 1t of Dee;en1bcr 7, 1 :16, ]Jee O1111ty 

,-va of al1uo. t the "it111e iz a t11c I.Jee ot111t>' of tod,1jr. 
Tl1e bot1ncl,trie. · of 1 36 w re rett1i11ed l1t1t lit t I e O\"er a \7 la r, 

• 
l1a,·i11g· been c11tere(l 11)'" ~ln a t of tl1 ~ I o-i Ic1t11rc of tl1 T r-
ritor)· of v\"i eo11sin. U})fJl'o,recl Oil .Ja1111nrJr J 'll1

;~ • 1s2 T]1e 
nited Stat<?~ .. 11r, .. , ~ of tl1e Jar1cl~ of 011tl1 a ... t }rn Io,•{a • 

ha,1in°· be 11 ·0111pletecl in tl1 mea11ti111e. tl1e l)o11ncl,1ri of 
Lee 01111t}· w .)re now cl fincc1 i11 ter111 of tl1at ~11r,·P)'. Tl1 
new }Jot1nc1ariP c1iffercd fron1 t]1 olc1 onl·v· on t11c 11ortl1 . 

• 

Tl1 definition of tl1 nortl1 r11 bo11ndar,· a ·ont clinecl i11 tb<1 .. 
n l t Of 1 ;3 ,, cl tl f O 11 0 w ~ ' ' Be o· i D l l i 11 o· a t t I l 111 a i 11 Cl 1 cl Tl-

n 1 of tl1e :\li. ·i .. i1>J)i ri~ler, d11 ,1 t fro1u tl1e utra11ce of 
1

kun1{ ri,Ter into tl1e . a111 , tl1 nc llJ) ~aid ri,, r to ~·11 1 re 
tl1 town l1i1 Jin di,riclin° to,v11 l1i1J ·. ixt:v·-eig·l1t ,l11cl sixt~'
nin nortl1 1 a,,e. ,1icl ri,,er; tl1en ~e witl1 . ai l ]ine to t11c 
1·an°·e li11e l)etw 11 rang· . four and fi,Te ""e8t · tl1 11c nortl1 
with . aid lin to tl1e town l1i11 1ine betwee11 ra11g·e.· . ixt~r
nine an<l • ev 11t_y· 11ortl1; tl1euee ~- . t, wit.11 :aid li11e, to tl1 ') 
range li11 l)etwe n rano·e e,r 11 and ig·l1t "Te t' '. It is 
tl1l1, . e 11 tl1a t tl1e nortl1err1 11011ncl,1r,r of L e 1011nt, WclS 

• 

made to ·on. i t of thre .. t1·aip;l1t Ji11e togPtl1 r "-ritl1 tl1e 
kunl, ri,7er for O1ne ix or eig·l1t 1nile. . It it" cliflie11lt to 

sa~T w11iul1 wa" tl1 ] ,lr0 ·er. tl1e 11 w I.Jee or t 11e o 1 1. :\1<11) ,,1 
lfil' ee i\Iaps II . rrr, \7 1, in the.· ,July. l~0, JlllJJJber of 'fUE IO \\.\ ,Joon~Al, 

OF HISTORY AXD PoTJl'l'TCS. 

The only map that th~ '\\'Titer has seen \\hich attcn1pts to sho"· the countic~ 
c.reatecl by the act of Dt>cc1111Jcr 7, 1 :-l6, is one in the rnanuscript dcpartinent 
of the library of the , tale Ilistoricnl Society of ,vi eonsin, at :\1aclison, '\V1s
con in. This 1uap sbo\\s the northeru boundary of Lee Gounty as con1posotl of 
two lines, one running northwP-s (\\·ar,1 front the 1no11tb of the Skunk f{ivcr for 
about tl\"elve 1ni1es, the other running "'est \\'a rd fron1 the no1 theru end of the 
.first to t1.ie \\·esteru bouuclar:y of the county. 1n<'e tile n1ap eo11ta1 n~ other 
errors tlns, also, rnay he an error. on1pnre note :-!6 on page 3 6 of the ,July, 
190 , number of TIIE IO \VA .JoUR1" \L OF HISTORY AND POLITICS. 

1s2 Lalcs or the T erritory of TT tsconsui, 1836 I 38, p 381. 



a ·companyino- tl1e writer's fo1mer paper, al1·eady men
tjoncd . . l1ow the two 1)1·ac1iral]y q11al in . ize.1 

:} Jt is 
})1·obabl tl1at tl1e new Lee lost t 1·I·itory to botl1 Henr)· and 
D . ~I oin .. c·ounties find 0 ·ained from bot 11. 

rr11c tl1i1·c] l1an o- in tl1 bo11nda rie. of I~ee 1ount,r wa · • 

m,1<le h:',r ,10 c1ct pa~ ed by tl1e legi ·latu1· of Iowa appro,1 ed 
on ,J an11a1•*T 23, 1 39.1 1 Tl1i. law, altbou0·l1 it bo1·e tJ1e title 
of '' n 1\ ct to ta l)li. 11 the lJoundarie of Lee county'' 
affected eq11all)r tl10. of De. 1foine~ County, since it made 
tl1e .._ k11nl{ Ri,1 r t]1 l)o11ndary between tl1e two. Bv this 

• V 

rhange r..J e ount)1 W~l. increa .. ed in size. gainino· more 
t r1·itory. 011tl1 of tl1e )- l{11nk River from D . :Ofoine ounty 
t11an it lost in return no1·th of the 1·ive1·.1 ~ Witl1 tl1i alter
ation tl1e bounda1·ie of I.Jee County became permanent. 

Tl1 northern part of th territory of L e 1011nty was 
formerly })art of th Black Hawk Purcl1a e made b3r treaty 
wjtl1 the Ra and Fo .. Indian ... on eptembe1· 21, 1 32. The 
&011tl1ern pa1·t of tl1e count)", tl1at is, tl1e part outh of the 
nortl1ern bol1ndary of Mi ouri "'<tended ea tward, was 
Jong known a. tl1e IIalf-brePd Tract. Tl1i. w~1 becau e, up
on t 11 orra ion of t11e re ion b}1 tl1e ac and Fox Indians of 
ee1·tain land in Mi . ouri to the nited tate 0 ·0, .. ernment 
by tl1 tr aty of ugu. t 4, 1 24. tl1is })articula1· trip of ter
ritorv l1ad been 1· erved fo1 .. tl1 11 e of tl1e l1alf-breed of .. 
the ac and Fo nation.180 

Bv a11 art of the leo-i lature of th Territor of Iowa .. 
a1)proved on Febr11ar 15 1 44 ii was propo ed to erect 
the old Ilalf-b1·eed Tra t into a n w count1r to be called • 

Madison. rrhe act provided for t11 • 11bmi ion of tl1e ques-

1s3 See Map ,•r in the July, 190 , nu1nber of THE Io" A JouR~AL o~· J:I1s-

TORY AND POLITl CS 

1s" J.,au,s of the Terri tory of Iou;a, 1838-1 39, p. 94. 

1 sr, For a 111ore co111plete discussion of thi~ lnw see abo, e p. 33. 

1su This tract was hel<l 1u comn1on by the half-breeds of the tribe until about 

18:14-, ,vhen it ,ras divicled among them e, ernl ly. 



tion to tl1 ,,oter~ of Le ( 1ou11tj". \vl10, at an electio11 l1eld in 
th following· .... \1)ril, ,~oted down tl1 })l'O})Osition u11d tl1e 
ne,v- count\ .. wa ,. ne,1 r e ta bli 11 d. 1 7 

• 

Li1111.-Linn ,.ou11t~r wa tab]i 11 d l)Jr an a ·t of tl1 leg-
i latt1r of tl1e Territor>· of \Vi eon i11 ~1p1)rovec.l on l)eee1n~ 
be1· 21 1 :37. 1 

s Tl1e county wa: reg·ular in J1,1pe bt1t four 
to,vn hip lar<r 1· t11c1n it n i 0 ·11bo1-. on tl1e 11ortl1 and ,1 t 
wl1icb were c1· atec1 clt tl1e ~:a1ne tim . Tl1e boundarie._ r -
ceivecl at tl1i. time l1a,1e 11 v 1· lJeen altered. Th name of tl1 
COllllt)r wa.. })Cl l cl L)rnu in tl1 tit le Of tl1e org·ani(' act, 
alt11ou 0 ·I1 }Jelled Linr1 i11 tl1 l)oCl)" of the sam :). 

Tl1e ea tern J),1rt of tl1e ( 1ol1nt~,. - a little ove1· a tl1i1·d -
l1acl been . iu · 1 34 cl }J,1rt of tl1c original Ol1r1ty of Du
buc1ue. ( i Ia1) II.) Tl1e ter1·itor}· embra ·ed witl1in tl1e 
limit of Linn ( ount} .. r JJre~e11t. t,,To Inclian land cession . 
Tl1e ea t r11 lJclrt wa ... acr1uired fron1 tl1e ar and Fox In
dian l)J· tl1e treat}' of .. •e1)t en1lJ 1· 21, 1 3~ ~ tl1e wester11 part 
by treat}- of OctolJer ~l 1 37. Tl1e arli r ce. ion was 
<'alled tl1e Black Hawl{ Pu1·chase. ( 1 ee iap I.) 

Loz1isa.-TI1 ori 0 ·inal co1111t,T of tl1it· name was c1"eated 
• 

hs· ,1n act of tl1c legi. lat11rc of tl1e Territory of Wiscon. in 
appro,,ed on December 7, ] 36.1 0 It was one of several 
co11ntie carved fro111 tl1 territory of D moine County. It 
is true that a larg·e })art of tl1e original County of I.Jouis,l 
had form rly l>een witl1i11 the limit. of tl1e Keokulc Reserve . • 

but it bas been arO'l1ed above 190 tl1at, althoug·h th 01·iginal 
ountv of Demoine did not incll1de Keoln1l<' · Reserve, tl1e ., 

territor}" of tl1 lat te1·, fo1" all practical l)t1r1)ose · beeazn 
pc1rt of J)cn1oi11c ( 1ount: .. l1pon it ce ... io11 to tl1e lTnitcd 

1 s1 See helo\\' p. 129. 

1ss Law.r; of thr, 1'erritory of fVi.<?consiu, 1836 1 38, p. 132. 

1so Law.~ 01 the ~rcrrilor11 of ii·isconsin, l 36-1 38, p. 76. 

190 See above p. 30. 



• •tates 011 • 1r11)1e111l)cr 2 , 1 HG. 'I 11c titl<! of tl1e ,l<'t of I) -
< P1t1l) 1· 7. 1 ~:}(i, ereati11g· ] "'011isa n11<l otl1e1· col111tie., ,vl1i('l1 
rea cls ' .. \11 \e1 <]i,Tifli11°· the col1r1t\' of l)es i\foi11e8 into . ev·-

• 

Prnl 11 ,v c·o11r1ti . ,, i11111lie a . 1r111<·l1. .F 11ll)r l1nlf of t}1 ter-
ritc)r,r ,,rJiiel1 l1nd l ee11 "\\1 itl1i11 tltc lin1it . of J{eol,ul<' Re-

• 

ser,rp, ,, .. l1ic·l1 lH r on lJotl1 :i<l S of the To,,,.n I~i,1 er, "TH ~ i11 
• 

IJ011i . a 01111t)T ,1 . fir. t e .. tnl)li l1e<l. 
1\ t t11e ti1n of tl1c ·r at.ion of 111 nP,v <'ount,,. 011tl1ea._t -• 

l)o1111<lnrie ... of tl1 cot111tic. 11cl1ne<1 i11 tl1, act ,,1 er 11e 'llliar. 

'I ho. e or I...JOlli. u ( 101111t1r ,,-rer cle <'ril) d a. follo, . : ''l)e-.. 
0 ·i1111i11°· Ht tl1e :\11 . ..,i .• iJ)]Ji J{i,1 >r, i1t tl1e IlOl'tl1-ea k t corner 
t)f () :- 1 l<)in : ; tl1c11<· 111) : ai(l ri,,.c,, t,\Tel,--c 111ile. aho,"c tl1e 
111011tl1 of [tl1 ·1 Io,Yn ~ tl1 11 · ,re t to tl1 I11(lian bound,1r:v· 
li11); t 11er1C'e \vith n1cl lJ01111clar~T 1111e, to t11e r1ortl1-~ .. e t ·or-
11c r of lI Jll')1 ell){] \\1 itl1 t]1e lin of tl1e ~,ll)) 1

, to tl1e nortll-"\"\e t 
c·or11er of tl1 ") 1ot111t, of 1 )s 1oi11 s : tl1 11<·e t>,1c...t witl1 tl1e 
lin of tl1 ~ HlllC ('Ollllt)r or ])c..., nloi11 .... to t11e l)0o·i11r1ing''. 
'1'11 1 ... ( ~ l>Ollll(la ri .._· 111,lCl l ..10111 . cl tl10 lctr0 • ~ ·t ('Ollllt,r ·rea ted • 

l)~T tl1e H<'t or l)cc·e1nl)er 7, 1 :3fi. rr11e t'Ollllt~ l1c1c1 fi, .. e l)Ollll(l-

,ll'\7 li11cs 111 s t ncl of tll(? 11-.,t1al 1111n1l1 )r of fo11r. r[l1e 011:) (lif-
• 

fic·11li~r fo11ncl in at t n11>tin°· to rcr>re e11t t)1 origi11,ll 1
01111t~~ 

of JJ011i.~a c)11 ,l 1na1> li<1.' i11 t.11 ~ lc>c,1tio11 of tl1) 11ortl1c,1c;.t c·or-
1101·. (li,· 11 tliiH J)oi11t a11cl tl1e lJ01111dari . of IIc11r, c111c1 l)e<, 

~loi11 ' .: co11r1ti . • ,,Tl11cl1 ""ere r1,1111c<] l)eforc l.Jol1i. cl i11 111e 
n<· t , ancl it. i . not cliffic11lt to tlr,1,,, l ..io111 "'a 011 n 1n,lJ).101 4\ ~ 
c·c>11stit11tefl at tlti :~ ti11le I.Jo11i . ,l ( 1<)tt11t\'' "-H S nl)Ollt t,~i<'c ,1~ • 

larg· 1 ns nt })r . e11t. It i11c·lt1cl "'Cl 1Jcsic1es 1>ractie,1l])~ all of 
tl1, 1>rc►• 11t c o1111t~· of tl1e :,11110 11,1111c (e c t>ting· 0111)" a. 

lit.tl \ territor:y i11111(.\ 11ortl1), tl10 :011tl1e,1st '1'11 }),lrt of ""\\1 a~l1 
i11g·to11 ( 101111t)T, 111c 11ortl10nr-,f er11 1 ,1rt or Ile11r). n11tl tl1e 
11c> rt l 10 r r1 f 011 rtl1 of ))ps [ oi 11<)R. 

1n1 St~c• -i\la11 11 in 1he .Tulv lBO , nun1hcr of T11r: I o,\"A .JoUR;,.'AL OY.' 1IIS'l'ORY . ' 
A. D P OI.l'l'l US. 

• 



• 

B)' an ,1ct of tl1e legi. l,1t111· of tl1e Tc1·1·itor)· of ,~"'"i&ron
gin cl})}>ro,7 cl 011 .J n11t1ar~r 1 ·. I ':3 ,1u2 tl1e bot111clctric>" of 

ljoui a Ol1nt,· ,111cl it~ nei 0 ·11bor \\"ere 1· (lefi11 cl in tc1n1 of 
tl1 nitecl .. 1 tate · S11r,1 >\T. Tl1e new I-'011i,a w,1~ le... 111c1n • 

}1alf c.l 1,tr0 ·e a tl1 old, J~7 i11°· ,1)011°· tl1e }Ii i "" ii }Ji ,111<.l 
f owa ri,,.er. in tl1e ec1~tern }),1rt of t11e orig·i11nl <·011nt~r. Po -
ib l ~r i.l Ila rrow tri J) on t J le 11ortl1 of t11e 11e,,,. co11nt~r ,,·a':, 

not i11 t11e ori 0 ·i11ul 01111{)" of l.Jo11i. H, i11 ""11icl1 ·a .. e it " ro11lcl 
110,,~ l)e 0 ·ai11ecl fro111 tl1 ori 0 ·i11,1l 101111t)r of l\[11 "'<111iti11 . By 
tl1 ,t ·t of 1 :3 , {11 01·i 0 ·i11c1l (•011nt~r of I .. 011i -- ft lo. t territor)7 

to f)e · :\Ioi11 • 1Ienr~·, ,111cl Hla11°·l1ter (tl1 1>r cle ·e. or of 
"'\V,1 l1in°·to11) ·01111tie _t!l~; Tl1e T.Jo11i:-a 10 lllltyr of 1 3 tlif
ferecl i11 . izP fro111 tl1c l)l'C~(111t 1ou11tJ' 0111) i11 tl1,1t it l,1ckecl 
tl1 tl1ree ,ve t l1·11 to,·\Tn 11i1Js of tl1 1,ttter. 111e e " re1·e a lcl-
1cl l))r ,111 cl<·t of tlte ] g·i. ],1t111·e of tl1C' Territ01')1 of' Io,va 

cl])})ro,red 011,Ja1111c1ry 12. 1 :39.1u, "'\\ itl1 tl1e aclc1ition of tl1i · 
,lrea tl1e lJ01111clari cl of T.Jo111 . ,l l1a,r ') remai11ecl 1111 ·11c:111°·e 1 to 
tl1e }Jl' • nt ti111 c. 

Tl1e ],1rger 11,1rt of tl1e cl1'eH of tl1 ~ }) l'C l}lt 101111ts-- of 
I.Jo11j a w,1 witl1in tl1e li111it of tl1e re er,1c1tion g·i,7 11 tc> 
l(eol{Ul{ 011 Se1)te111b r ~1 1 3~. at tl1e ti111P of tl1c c· . ion 
of tl1e . o-cHllecl B1}1 ·k IIawl< Pur lta ·e }Jv- tl1 '" ac·~ anc.1 
Foxe . 'J1 l1 r mc:1incler of tl1e ·01111t)7 , con11)ri. 111°· tl1 1 11ortl1-
e,1. t, ~Ollt 11Pa t, ancl .... Ol1tl1"1ctt cornc1· ·. \'\7HS ,,1 itl1i11 t11 1 i111it 
of tl1P abo\ e llcll11CC1 1111rcl1c11..,e. rr11 c \"\r}1ole COlllltjr ]incl for1n-

rly bee11 a JJart of tl1e 01•jginf1l 
101111t)1 of I e1uoine: ,vl1ile 

tl1e tl1ree "·e:-ter11 to,v11 J1i1J 011 ·e belonged to 8lal1gl1ter 
1ountj1

, n11c1 it i 110 ·~1ble tl1at cl narro,,, stri1J on tl1e nortl1 
wa. onee in •lucled mtl1in t11 border8 of tlie orjg·i11a1 ( 1ot1n
t~r of 1'1 ll qt1i1 ine. 

1:t2 La,< s of the. Tcl'ritor11 of JVisco11si11, l JG-1638, p. 381. 

11, .·ee irap ,·r 111 t11e .July, 190 , nun1ber of THE Io,v.\ .TouRN .. \I, OJ<' IIISTORY 

AND POLl'I'ICS. 

1tH l.,,111.-; of the 1'crrtlory of Jou1a, 1 38 1939, p. 9 . 



Luc(1s. - \ s fir. t c1· ated bJ" an act of the legi lature of 
tl1e T rritor)r of Iowa a1)p1·oved on .January 13, 1846 10v the 
we"" t r11 l)ou11cl,1r\r of L11ra ount, .. wa located one to\vll-• • 

. l1i1) f,1rtl1 r we t tl1an at pr . e11t, making the (•011nt!,. five 
town l1ip r-. lonp·. 19 c. larke ( 1ount)", w t of Luca~, wa of 
tl1e , a111e • ize. 

B)- an c1ct of tl1e leg·i ·latur of tl1e tate of Iowa a1J-

11ro,1ed on l)ecember 27, 1 4 ,19
; tl1e boundarie of Luca 

( 'ou11ty wcr 1~eclefin cl ,ind 111ad l)ermanent. The we tern 
ti r of tow11 l1ir). wa. g·i,-en to l 1 larke ounty wl1i ·11 lo t 
otl1er territor\- b, the . am act. 

• • 

I.Juca C1ount~· W,l 1)a1·t of tl1e ... a· and Fox ee · ion of Oc
tolJer 11, 1 .J.•J, l>·ing· we, t of tl1e line wl1icl1 divided tl1e ce -
sio11 into two })art. . (,. 1ee 11aJ) I.) 

Lyo12.- Tl1i count)r wa . e. tabli bed unde1· the nan1e of 
Bu11comlJe ( 1011nty l)y an :1 ·t of tl1e leg·i lature of tl1 tate 
of J ow,1 ,l J)J)ro,.,ecl 011 .r an11a r)'" l ... , 1 51.10 It bo11ndarie. 
l1,1,1e ne,1er l)ee11 alterecJ. Tl1e nam wa. ebang·ed to Lyon 

011nt~ .. 1(,T a , ,er~r 1Jrief c1ct ,l))J)l'0\1 ed 011 ,_ e1)tem1)er 11 
] 62.190 

Tl1e territory of tl1.) eot1nt>- " ,.,1s n10. tly acq11ired from the 
Indian~ k11ow11 ,l. tl1e ~an tee ,. io11x ll\" two trea tiei;; tla tecl 

• 

1·e pClcti ,rel)" J 111~ .. 2:~ ,1ntl 11g11, t 5, 1 51. 1ertain n1all 
area. on the so11tl1ern l)ordcr of tl1e counl)- had been ceded 
in ar1 c,1rlier treaty dated .J11ly 1 , 1 30. ( ee ~Iap I. ) L:v·
on ( 1ounty· co1ne within tl1e limitc; of the original ,ounty of 
F,1yette created ju 1 37 and in e,i tenee for ten year . ( ~ ee 
1Iap II.) 

1tH, Lau·s of the 1'erntor-y of 1010a, 1845-1 -16, p . 73. 

100 See 1\fap ,rrrr in tile July, 190 ' number of THE I OWA J OURNAL OF Hrs-
TORY AND P OLITICS. 

101 La1us of Io1ca, 184 -184-9, p. 32 

1 oa La1us of I ou,a, 1 50-1851, p . 2T 

109 Lau;s o/ I oua, 1 62 (extra session), p . 22. 



BQlT.1. "D. RY HI '1'0RY 01•1 IO\V.\. CQtr. "TIE 1 73 

1'1 adiso,z.-BJ" an act apJJI'O\'e<l on Februar3r 15 1 44,200 

the legi lature of the Territor)r of Iowa l)rovided for the 
erection of tl1e old Half-breed Tract in Lee 01111t)'", i11to a 
new county to be called i\fadi on, ubject to th <leci. io11 of 
the voter5 of Lee. 1\.t an election held in .1\.11·il J 44 tl1) 
pro po itio11 failed to iarr)r ancl tl1e ount) .. w,1 11ot lst,llJ
li hed. 

Tl1e JJre ent iounty of fadi, 011 ,va. e tabli l1ecl two 
yea1·s later· by au act of th Jegi~latu1·e of tl1 Territor:r of 
Iowa appro,T d on .J,1nua1·J .. 13, 1 46.2 01 It::, lJound:.11 ic. a~ 
defined in tl1i a ·t l1a,re 1· m,1iued l)ermuneut. nfacli. ou 

1

ot1nty' no1·tl1ern ti r of to\vn. illl) had formerlyr 1Jee11 
part of tl1e original 1ounty of Keo]{uk. ( ee Ma11 II. ) Tl1e 
territorv of n1adi on wa · cled l>v th ac and Fox 111-~ ~ 

dian. in a treaty dat(\cl Or tobe1· 11 1 4:.., tl1e Indictll l1a,.,i11<r 
tl1ree y a1· in wl1i 11 to ,raeat it soil. ( e nf,1p I. ) 

1ll allaSl(a .-Tl1i. eountv wa., on of se,rcr,11 ·1·e<ttc(l ot1t • 

of land ceded to the T11ited ,.__,,tate g·o,1e1·nment b~ .. tl1e R,1c 
and Fo ~ Indic:1n. in t11e ceb, ion of Octobe1· 11, 1 --1-:2. ( 8P 
1Iap I.) It wa e ·tablisl1e(l l)y an act of tl1e 1 gislatt1re of 
the Ter1·itor;r of Iowa a1Jprovecl on E eb1·uar)r 17, 1 -1-3 .20~ 

The bo11nc1arie: r e ivecl at tl1i "' ti n1e l1a, .. e r main cl 1) r111:t

nent. 'I be nortl1 1·n tier of town 11i1) l1ad f'oru1erl~ .. lJeen 
a J)art of tl1e orig·inal Cot1nt:y· of l{eok11lc. (.._ f\e l\fcl}) II.) 

.~la,io1t.-A. e. tal>li._lied b!~ a11 a ct of the legi lat11re of 
the T rritory of Iowa cl}J})rov·ed 011 .J unc 10, 1 45,203 tl1 
boundarie._ of r arior1 ( 1011n t,r were dPsc:ril)ed cl . follow. : 

• 

'' Beginning· at the 11ortl1,ve. t <·or11er of 11al1a ka C1ount)r, 
and ru11ning we t on tl1e ~ro,vu<--l1i1> line dividin°· 'Io,v11-

200 Lau-.~ of the Ter,itory of 1010a, 1 43-1 44, p. 112. 

201 Lau·s of tlte 1'errztory of lou,a, 1845-1 46, p. 73. 

202 J1eviscd l:Jtafutc,'l of the 1 errztory o/ lou;a. 1 4,3, p. 1~1. 

203 Lau•s of the T r• , r1 to1 ,, of I 01ca, l 43, p. !>3 . 



. l1i1 .. . , ,c11t1T-. c,1e11 ,111<] . e,·c11t)·- >i,0 ·11t nortl1, to tl1c nortl1-
\\T ~t c•orn r of 'fo\\'ll l1i1 > c,,.ent)T-. ,ren. 11ortl1 of range 
t"· 111t~1-011 ,vc,~t; tl1Gncc . 011tl1 to t11c "Ot1tl1 west corner of 
To,Yn '""]1i1) . e,·e11t)·-fo111· 11c>rtl1. of r;1nge twent)'"-one west· 
tl1e11,·e en ·t nlou 0 • 1 he line li,·ic1ing 'I'own l1i11, ~e,·cnty-three 
c111c1 sc,re11t,T-fo111· 11ortl1 to tl1e (,,,011tl1 we. t co1·ne1· of ~!aha ·-

• 

l<a r o1111t)T · tl1 11ce nortl1 alo11g· tl1 • rang·e line. di\-ri<ling 
1·ang·c. i.xtee11 an(l . \1ent een, to tl1e })lace of l1eginning. '' 
'rl1i" (l"fi11itio11 of lJ01111c1a1·ie · eontain :.ln error. It wa~ un
clot1l1tecll\ tl1c i11tention of tl1e fra111erc:, of tl1e ,.1 t to have 

• 

tl1e e,1. tcr11 lJ01111clary· of :\Iarion "'iounty ,ind tl1e western 
l)o11ntlc11·Jr of )f cll1a l{a 1011nt:v· coi11cide. To tbi end tl1e 
nort l1cr11 l)o11ncla r~r of -:\I a 1i on 1011n t,... wa ~ macle to r11n 

• & 

"re1~ twc11·cl from t11c nortl1we. t corner of )f aha ka, ancl tl1e 
~011tl1 r11 llo1111c1a1 \' of ~1c1rion en tw,1rd to tl1e qouthwe. t 

• 

corner of l\fal1,1 l{a 1011nt,. ..i;\11 tl1at 1·eu1ainecl to define the 
• 

ea. t r11 lJ011ncln r, of 1: In rion "T"l to eo11nect tl1ese two 
• 

point . It ,v,1 · 111 doing tl1i tl1at tl1e error wa n1acle. Tl1e 
law re,1d \' tl1ence no1·tl1 c1lo11g tl1e ra11ge line divicling· 
rang·e. 8i ~tec11 clncl ~evTentecn, to tl1e }Jlace of beginning·.'' 
It ~}1011 I cl 11n,1e rea cl '· ra11g·e e,Te11teen and eig·l1teen. '' Tl1e 
linC> as nct11all,1 c1e eril)e<l i11 tl1e lnw cloe not connect tl1e ., 

11ortl1e,t ter11 ancl . 011tl1 ,.1 teru <·orner. of 1'1ario11 '1011nt,T . • 

In r ealit,,. tl1e ea tern bo11ndar,,. of tl1 count, as l1ere cle-
• • 

scribecl c·a1111ot }Je clra\\""D on a m,lJ).204 

Tl1at tl1c fra111er ._ of tl1e act of ,J11ne 10, 1 45. did not at
temr)t to g1,1e l)ttrt of tl1e territor}.,. of _ fal1c1 ·ka Co11nt~- to 
1vf,lrio11 i. })ro,·e11 l)y tl1e wording of an ,1rt UJ)proved on 
,J ;:i,1111,1r,,. ~4 1847.20;) B,T tl1i law tl1e l1ot1nda1·ies of i\Iarion 

• • 

("01111 t,T were reclefinecl in 11cl1 a n1nnncr a to re111ove tl1e 
• 

er1·or i11 tl1e former net :.1nd to m,1l{e the ea. te1·n bo11ndary 

204 See :\fap \"III in the July, 1908, nun1ber of THE Io,, .\ .T ouaN .. \L OF H1s
·roR 'i A::\ n POLl'fl CS. 

20G l ~<llOS of Jona, 1846] 47, p. a2. 
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of i\I,-1riou ·oin 1ide ,vitl1 t)1 we. terr1 lJ01111clar,T c)f [,1-
• 

l1a:--ka.2
("i 'J"'l1e ·p llou11c1c1rie · 11a,1e r m,1i11ed 11ern1,1r1e11t. 

Tl1 f rritor)1 of l [ cl rion -,01111t>· wa <l('(!llircd fro111 tJ1e 
8c1c> clll(l Fox l11dians }),. tl1e t 1 l"lll .. of th t1·ent,r of c,r tol)f\J' 

• • 

11 . 1 
1

-4-2. Tl1 Ji11e of J),1rtitio11 b, ,,·l1i(•l1 tl1i <·e io11 Wcl 

<1i,·ic1 cl into t,,·o JJc1rt r,111 tl1rc)t1°·h t11e co11nt, it]1er at or 

nenr tl1e center. ( e }\fa1> I.) Tl1e nortl1er11 fo11rtl1 of tl1 
co11r1tJ· e,1111e witl1i11 tJ1 1 Ji111it. of tl1c origi11a 1 

l(C1ol{111t <->,t,11Jli 11 cl i11 J, :~7 :t11,l i11 xi. t ~11e 

(~ 

1

Pe l\fc111 II.) 

01111t,r of 
• 

1111til 1 4:1. 

1 gi la tu1· of tl1 Te1·ri to1·~, of 1 o,v,1 al >provecl 011 ~J a1111,1 r." 
13, 1 --1(>.~(Jj rr11e 1)0lll1<1Hric) :::: re. i,1e,l clt tl1i ti111) ]1<1,1e re-
1nai11ecl )) r1nnne11t. 

'[lie tc>rrito1•,r i11 ·l11cled ,, 1tl1i11 tJ1 limit~ of 11ar hull • 

C 011nt)· ,,~,l aec111ir d fro1n t}1p Sc:1<· ,1ncl F 0'\ Indi,1n. in tl1e 

t1 e,1 t~,. of Ol'tOl)er l 1, 1 42. Tl1 Ji11e of di\1 i io11 r,ln tl1rot1g·l1 
tl1 1 co11nt)·. (8e nfcl]J I.) I?ro111 J 37 to 1 4.3 tl1c terri 
tor:',r of 1l1i :· ·ou11t~r ,, .. ,1 ... cl J)cll't of tl1 ori 0 ·iu,1l 1011Ilt)- of 
Bento11 l1i<·l1 e .. xte11cl cl cl11ri11g· tl1i periocl ,vc 1"1 ar<l to tl1c 
.i\ I i . o 11 r i R j , ,. r. ( ~ e i\1 <l J J 1 I . ) 

Jll 1l ls .- 'l'l1e l)o1111cl,1ri of l\1 i I I~ 1ou11tv ,verc cle1i11 d b\Y 
• • 

th j1111>ort,111t ,1r·t <)f .J<11111ar~T 15. J ,..,5],20 ancl l1nvc neve1· 
-...incc be ll clltPr l(l. rr11e COllllf\'1' W,l , car,- cl fro111 t11e terri-

• 

to1•,r of tl1e or1<>·inaJ ( 1
O1111t, .. of Pottawatamie . tnbli. l1ed • • 

in 1 -1-7. ( ► ee l\f,11J II.) Tl1-1 territor)r incl11 lecl wit]1i11 tl1e 
limit of :\I i]] . ,vas fir t acc111i1·ecl fro111 tl1e lndic111. lJ)"' tl1e 
tcr111 of t11e tre,1ty of Jt1l)r 15, 1 :30, upon ".,l1i(']1 elate all 
tl10 e f11clia11 trilJe l1,l,1 ir1g HUY cl,1im to tl1 soil of ,,re t 1"11 

20 ,1 . ec ~[ap l.X in the .July, 1908, nun1ber of THg l o,,·A .J oua. A L 0 1 1frsTnRY 
A N D POLl'PlCS. 

201 J.,011·s of fl,e T er11tv1 11 o/ I ou a, l i:; .J 46, p. 'i':{. 

~OR l ,a u., of l otua, l :;0-18:51. p. ~7. 



' 

76 IOW JO RN L OF HI 'TORY A~D POLI'l,IC., 

Io,,lcl d cl tl1<1 
• an1 to the lT nitecl 1 tu te . ( l 1 ee ~la I) I.) 

Tl1e . ot1thern l)ortion of tl1i · ce ion Wcl give11 ,t. c:l re.., r
v a tion to th l'ottawattami nation on 1 eptember :26, 1 3:~. 
TJ1 . u111 1 ,1rec1 ,,a!-, cecled back to tl1e go\., rn111 1nt 1)!" tl1e 
tern1, of a trec:1t1r c1atecl ,Jt1ne 3 and 17 1 46. The territorv .. . 
of r1il1 'ot111t,- wc.1~ incl11ded witl1in tl1e limit"' of both tl1e • 

Potta,, nttc1mie 1· er,1 ation and ee._. ion. 

1liitcl1ell.-nfitch 11 C1011nt·v·. a c tal>li hed ,J,~ the act of .. . 
tTa 1111ar, ];) 1 31.209 1,iel{ cl a l1alf to\\•n l1i1) of extending· a· 
far 011tl1 a it xten(l toda·r·.~ 10 Otb 1·wi e the 1Jouncla1·ie 

• 

of the <·ot1nt} ,,Ter tl1e. elm . B:v· an act a1)11ro,·ed on Janu-
ar.!T ~-!-. 1 3:-5 211 011e-l1alf of tl1e four nortl1ern tO\\"nship of 
FJo>·cl ,ver cletacl1ec1 from tl1at ·ount)· and aclded to tl1e 

1ol1nt, .. of l\fite11.)ll.21 :? Witl1 tl1i alte1·ation tl1 bo11ndarie"' 
• 

of tl1 latter became J)er1naue11t. 
~Ii t ·11 11 l 1ot111t)~ cam within tl1e limit of tl1e original 

01,11t,,. of Fav·ett e t,1bli. 11 d in 1 37 and in xi tence for . ~ 

t :)11 ~ e,lr . (k ee ia11 II.) Tl1e ~011tl1 rn portion of :Uiit('ll-
11 ( '01111t1 .. wa ,1cql1ire<l from th ~Iedewali:anton, Wah1)e

l{l1tc1. \Vahpeton ancl Si seton band of tl1 8antee "io1ix 
11)· a treat ,. . ignecl on tl t1ly 15, 1 :30. k in(;e tl1i. ce'" ion 
f 01·111ed tl1e nortl1ern l)c1rt of so-called ' r et1trul Ground'' it 
follow tl1at tl1e outl1ern portion of tl1e cot1nt}- wa i11-
C']11<led witl1in its clrea. All of the '' ... eutral Grouncl ' 1)-ing 

a. t of tl1 Red ( 1ed;;1r Ri,1er w,1 gi\'·en a a re 'er,Fation to 
tl1c '\¥inn bag·oe on e1)tember 15, 1 32. Tl1i r ervatio11. 
wl1i ·11 includ d th outhea tern 1>ortion of ~Iitchell Co11n
t)r, ,va . ng·ain reded to the nitecl i. tateR 1>~- cl trerlt>~ clatecl 

20!1 Laios ol Io1va, 1 50-1851, p. 27. 

:?10 ee Map • I in the July, 1908, number of 'fllE Io,vA JoLRNAL OJ<' Hrs
TOR\ AND POLITICS 

2 1 1 Latos of I ou a, 1 54-1855, p. 1 5 

212 See .. raps XIIT aud XIV in the .July. 1908, nun1ber of THE IO\\"A Joea
NAL Ol' l!ISl'Ol-!1 .. \. U Por 11 lCS. 

• 
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Ortobe1' 13, 1 46. The l'emaining pc1rt of tl1e te1·1·itorJ" of 
£it •l1ell wa" ceded by the fot1r band of tl1e 8antee ioux, 

al)o,1e 1nentioned. in two t1·eaties . igne(1 one on J11l1T 23, ancl 
011e on J\t1°·t1:t 5 1 51. ( ee ~faI) I.) 

1lfo11o;za.-IJil{c 111o c,, t of tl1e cot1ntie of we t rn Iowa 

Monona wa · e tabli lied by t.11 a ·t of ,J an11,1rv ] 5, 1 51.213 . .. 
.,.,\ formed at thi. time tl1e cou11t}T wa. l,11 ger tl1an nt pre -
ent, it ea tern bo1111clarJ' 1Jein°· ]o(•,ltecl on r,1n°·e f artl1er 
a. t than it no'\\~ i .. 21,. 

On ... ..\.p1·il 2 11. 62. tl1e1·e Wcl~ ,lpJ)ro\·ecl ,1 l,1,v -wl1i<·l1 tit

Jin d a new m tl1od of alterin°· ·011nt:-\., lJ01111clari ~.215 The 
• 

act p1·ovided tl1c1t in ca e tl1e citjzens of t,vo or 111or) c·ot1n
tie de i1·ed a e1l1au 0 ·e of county l)ot111<lnr~r li11 tl1e~r 1uig·bt 
petition tl1eir 1·e. JJecti, .. e l)oc11·cl. of. 111)er,1i~or. to tl1rtt effect. 

pon r eceipt of u ·11 1Jeti tion . ig·necl by 111ore t l1~1n one
half of th legal voter. in eaul1 count) .. , tl1e 11per,ri~ors 
tl1e1·eof mu. t ord 1· an 1 ~rtion t11)on the cl1ange · de i1~ed in 
tl1e }) tition ... ·. u ·11 a11 el tion mu .. t be l1elcl in earl1 co11nty 
·oncerned and tl1 11ro1)osecl cl1angc.· ruu. t 1Je ratified by a 

favoral)le majorit~· in ac-11 before tl1 :., cot1lcl lJe made. 
Thi. law wa employeci in 1 65 lJ)r nionona and "r,1w

f ord couni..ie ... to , l1if t tl1 l)o1mda1·y between tl1em one range 
fa1·th r we t.21

1; By tl1i. rl1ang;e 1onon;1 ( '1011ntj ,v:.1. de
crea ed in , ize. It bounclarie l1a,1e never ~ in ·e b en al
tered. 

The ter1·iiory of nionona wa. cecled to tl1e Unit <1 States 
by the term. of a t1·eaty dated .July 15, 1 :30, llpon ,vl1ich 
date all tribe having any claim· to we. tern Iowa yielded 

213 Lati·s of lou:a, 1850-1851, p 27. 
21 <t See 1\fap XI in the July, 190 1 number of THE ro,vA JOURNAL bl!' TI1s

TORY AXD POLITICS. 

21:; Laws of Jou.a, 1863, p. 93. 

210 See Map X\7 in the July, 190 , number of TEE Io,,A JOURNAL OF IIrs
TOR:Y A~D POLITIC~. 



tl1e ~llllC to t lte go,·ernme11t. ( 8 e 11a1> I.) Tl1e ·ount)r 
ea111c "Titl1iu tl1e limit of tl1e ori 0 ·inal '1ouut,· of Benton 

b . ' 

. talJli~l1ec1 i11 1 :J7 a11d recl11cecl in . ize in 1 43. ( 1 ee 
l\f,lJJ II.) 

111 on ,·o~.-0 ri 0 ·i11a lJ,r called 1( i8l1keko:--b after an I11clian 
• 

cl1icf, t11i. e1011nt)T w,1. P t,1lJli lied 1J}- an act of tl1e Ieg·i~-
]c1t11re of tl1e 11 erritor)· of Iowa H})provc(.1 011 Ji,elJr11a1·}" 17, 
J -1-:J.21

; Tl1 name of tl1c co11nt~., was cl1ang·ec1 to l\1011roe 
l)~' an net cl}1J)ro,red on .J an11~11 y 19. 1 46.2 is Tl1e bounclarie" 
of t 11 ) <·011nt)T 11a ,re 11e\re1· i11ce l1ecn al te1~ccl, either directl~-
01· i11dirc<·tl,r. '11 l1e t 1'1·itor\r of :\Ion.roe wi1. witl1in tl1e • • 

Ji111it · of t11e ► c1c ,111c1 Fox ce. -..;ion of October 11. l 4-:2 an(l 
I ,l)r j11s t e,1..., t of t lie l 1ne l1J' wl1i ·11 tl1e ees~ion ,va .. to 1)e c1i
,,idec1 ir1to t,vo 1>nrtc;. (~1 ee lVI.ap I.) 

111 ontgo,ne, y.-'11he bot1ndarie.. of 11ontgomer)" '011nt)' 
l1,1,1e n ver l)een altered inee it wa, fi1· .-- t e tablished b,T an 

~ 

aet of tl1e legi lat11rH of tl1c 1 t,lte of Iowa a1)J)ro,1ed on 
.Jantlc:1I'J" 15, 1 51.2111 Tl1 COllllt) .. WU".> C.'cll'\1 ed ft·om the ter
ritor}- of tl1e orig·inal ('ount)" of Pottawatamie it elf 
('reatecl i11 J -1-7. (See 11ap II.) The oil of :01ont 0 ·01ner)" 
( .,ount>' ,v,1 ceclecl to t.l1e l Jnitect State .. g·o,Ternn1P,nt l>) .. tl1e 
term~ of H treat}.. ig·ned 011 .J u]y J 5, 1 30, U})On wl1iclt date 
111e ~ ,1c•, and F.,oxe , Omaha. , Iowc:1 , Otoe-=. l\ii.. 011ri ·, a11d 
tl1 1 fot1r 1Ja11cl of tl1e ~ ,111tee Rioux ~rieldec1 llJ) a 11 their 
c·]ai111. to we ter11 Iowa. ( ee faJ) I.) Tl1e co11nt3 .. wa in
(•l11clecl ju tl1e 1·e:ervation gi\1 en tl1e Pottawnttamie nation 
011 8er)tember 26, 1 33. and al so in tl1e f'e._ ion made lJ~" tl1e 
f;a111e tri lJes on .June 5 and 17, l 46, ll})On wl1ich occa ion 
tl1cy 811rrcndered t)1e rese1·,,ation j11st 1nentioned to tl1e 
1 nited 8tc1te~. 

211 Revu~cd Stat11le::; of the Tetritory of lou·a, 1843, p. 131. 

~18 I~nus of th£, Terrltory of I otva, 1845-1846, p. 108 

21n Lairs of !011•0, l 50-1851, p 27. 
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"ou11t,· of Iu. e,1ti11 ,,·n. r~ • 
111 use ati11 .- T]1 orig·i11al 

ta bli lied b)T a11 ,1 ct of tl1 le0 ·i lature of tl1e Territor, of 
• 

Wi. eon. i11 a }JJ1ro,·ecl on l)p · n1b r 7, 1 36.220 In t.11 is act. 

tl1 na1u wa .. J)e11ed 4
' ll111 1uitine''. Tl1 new cou11t!r to-

0·etl1 l' witl1 . e,rer,1] ot11er Iltllned i11 tl1e cllll ,let \\rcl S 

·ctr,~ d froru th ori 0 ·i 11c1l •01111t1r of l)e111oi11 > i1fter tl1e latter 
• 

l1<1d been e11lar0 ·e(l lJ\"" tl1 'l '-1cl<li tion of l(eol,uk: s I~e cr\1e.~~ 1 
• 

Tl1 lJ01111da1·ie. re ·ei,1 ecl l>~T ~1u qt1iti11<, 1011r1f~r ,,,. re tl >-

·rib d i11 ])ec11lia1· })l1r,1:--ie for re,1 Oll "' alr acl>T C.XJllai11ed.222 

\ ~ gi,·en i11 ~ ctio11 . 1, of tl1e cl ct ""111)cli,ri(1ir1g l)e111oi11 , 
Ollll t)'" tl1e,· rad a · follo~rs : ··ll 0 ·in11i11g· 011 tl1 J\1i .. 8i~~i111>i 

Ri,1er. at tl1e 11ortl1-ea t corn :-.1• of tl1 col1nt.r of T.Jol1i .. a,; 
tl1 n · ll}) ~--aicl ri\1t>r t,v 11t;r-fj,, 111ile. 011 a . traig·]1t li11e~ 
tl1enee we t to t]1 I11clia11 l101111clar)r li11e; tl1 11 ·e witl1 saicl 
lJot1nd,1r,· lin) . ot1tl1 to tl1e 11ortl1-w . t cor11 r of tl1 <·c>1t11tv . ~ 

to tt1 l)e 0 ·inni110·''. 
Tl1e bou11cl,lrie," of I"ot1i ,1 Ot1nt,r \\7 ere clefinccl 111 tl1 

• 

11rec cling· . ·tio11 of tl1 1 ... ,1me ,1et. 'l1 l1 '~ Indi,111 l)o11nd,1ry 
Jin '' on tl1e we t wa. 111 "-r t rn Jin of tl1e R]a ·1{ fl<1wk 
P11rcl1a:·e. ,,Tl1i cl1 dicl not r11n d11) 11ortl1 a11d "Ot1tl1 1Jt1t 11ortl1 
l>~T 2 d O'ree .. ea. t.221

J Tl1 cl1i f diffi 1 l1lty in re1)r . ent11tg 
tl1 bo11nd:1ri of ?vf u. ql1itine Co1111tj 011 ct ma1) nri es in 
cor1n <·tion wi tl1 tl1e e;1 tern l)o1111<lar. , or. to be mo re s11 :._ 

<·ifi · in eonn ction witl1 tl1 location of tl1c northe,1. ter11 
corn 1·. Thi. l)Oint ,va. to b ;l 11p tl1e :n[i issil)l)i River 
twent}r-fi\re 111il : '' ir1 a straigl1t line'' from tl1e 11ortl1ca. t-
rn cor11er of Lol1i .. a. 1~ .-- traigltt li11e <.loe. n't follo\v tl1e 

ri,rer ,rery clo:el>r jt1. t l1ere because of u wide beu(l. Tl1ere 

220 La ,vs of the 'I' erritory of IJli~consin . 1 36-1 3 , p. 'iG. 

22 1 'ee abo\'e p. :10. 

222 ee above p. 70. 

22·• Abernethy on l owu un det 'J',n·ritoriol Goi•ern 111e,1t.') a,,d lhc Rcn1oual of 
the I,1d1an~, in the ... 11111als of l ou,a, ,July. 190G, p. t:3 1. 



. eem. to lJe no alternati,~e. 110,ve,-e1· in rc 0 ·arcl to the 
st1aigl1t line. It extenc1. UJ) tl1e 1·i,Ter, not down, and fol
lo,v. it as clo .)lj~ a })O ible. Tl1 corner in q11e tion ·an 
lJe located, tl1en, at tl1e rioint ,,T11ere cl twenty-five mile line, 
11 ed a a 1·adil1 witl1 tl1e 11ortl1ea t corner of J.Joui. ,l Count,r • 

a" a ce11ter inte1-. ect tl1e i\1i . i ir>pi Riv r. Tl1e on]J· ob-
jection tl1at can be r11ade to i:--11 ·11 ,1 procedure i t11at tl1e 
point of interse tion b1·in°-. u. nearly up to Rock I land 
w11i ·}1 l1a" tl1 ffe(lt of a Imo t crowding ('fool{224 1 olmt}"" 
( tl1e ])ot1ndarie of wl1icl1 were de (lrilJed in the followin°· 
. ·1 ion of t lie ,1et) off tl1e 1na l). 

. tl111. dra,,,.n l\I11:q11itine Count>r wab ,·ery Jong and 
r la ti,1 Iv 11,1rro,,.22:; It contained a bout tl1e . ame a1·ea a 

• 

tl1 }Jre~ e11t 011nty of ~I u ca tine. only a little ove1· l1alf of 
,vl1icl1 wa .. e111brc1ced witl1i11 it .. l)order... In it ea tern part 
it incl11d d territor~'" now b longin_o· to cott 011nty. It 
we. tern lJart ontained are,l., now b longin°· to ,J olm on, 
W a. l1jngton, ,1nd Lo11i a countie 220 

.._ inc it fi1-. t e tabli l1ment the boundarie of hlu catine 
(

1ot1nty l1a\" be n alte1·ed twice. It original form was 1·e
t,1ined le. t11a11 a year. On Decembe1· 21, 1 37, an act227 

of tl1e legi lature of tl1e Ter1·iiors· of Wi con in wa ap
})ro,Te<l by the term of wl1iel1 the original ..,ount3 .. of Du
b11qu , togetl1er witl1 ome acldjtional territory'" acquired 
from tl1e Sac and Fox Indian.· b)' t11e tr at. of October 21, 
1 :17. was .. t1bdi vided into new rountie . In defining the 
bounclari ,· of the. e new countie the framer" of t11e act did 
not olJ .. er,, witl1 care> itb 1· the border-line between the 
original ·011ntie of Dubuque and Demoine. 01 .. tl1e bo11ndary 

Z.?-l • ee be1o,v p. J 1,. 
22:i See 1\1.ap II in the .Tnly, )908, ln1111bcr of TH~ Io,,.\. .Joc;R!'- \.I OF H1s·roRY 

AND POLITICS. 

22c See Map VI in the July, 190 , number of THE Io"TA JouR~AL OF His
TORY .AKO POLI'rICS. 

221 Lcncs of the Territory of rr ,~consin, l 36-1 38, p. 132. 
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line of tl1e eol1ntie e~tabli l1ecl b)r tl1 :) ,let of Dec·embcr 7, 
1 '36. A\."' a 1·e l11t of tl1i. n o-]igenc cl }),11·t of tl1e original 

011nt:5r of D11b11ql1e Wcl ._ not i11cl11c1 d witl1in the lin1its of any 
of tl1e 11ewl ,. er ated c·o11ntie ,'1- 2 wl1ile 011 tl1e ot11er l1and tl1c 
new ot1ntie of Sc-ott a11d ,T ol1n. on wer e · te11ded .. o f a1· 
·011tl1 t]1a t tl1 J' 11eroaul1 cl 11 }Jon tl1 clomc:1in._ of t 11(.l existing· 

co1m tie~ of 
1
00k c:1nd I l1...,c111i tine. In tbi 1\'"ay, ~ ince tl1e 

late1· la"· 1\rou]d, of ·our. 111)er ecle tl1e e<1rlie1· in bO far a 
tl1e two ·ame into co11flict. nf 11. qui tine 011nty lo t a little 
territor,· 011 the ea~t to ~"rott 1011nt,r ,1nd ,1 little on tl1e . ~ 

nortl1wP. t to ,J 01111 ... 011 ancl W,l <1on qt1c11tl~T n1a t eri :-1lly 
cl1an°·ec1 in it ·I1,11J . 

'l'l1e bol1ndaries of nf.11 c111itine '1ount)"' 1·eta1ned tl1is ne,v 
form le tl1au a 1uontl1. for b)· an act of tl1e legi c,lat11re of 
th Te1·ritor~,. of ,\ ... j con in ,lJJJJro,,.erl on .J anl1arJ7 1 ·, 

1 3 ,
220 

th v w re reel fined in te1·m of th lTnited State· • 

~ u1•,rey wliicl1 b,1cl no,v b n ·ompleted in tl1i 1),11·t of Iowa. 
The l1a1Je of tl1 ne,v count~- wa._ alte1·ed mat riall)r, it l>e
ino- made horter (from ea t to weRt) and wicler (fro1n 
nortl1 to . outl1). B~r t11e cl1ano-e 'OID \ ter1 itor)r on t]1e we t 
,vc1: Jo t to ._ l,tl1o·l1t r ("\l .. a l1ington) 011nf>r· Tl1 . p 11-
ing of t11e nan1 1 ,,Ta. ~11a11°·ecl to ~f11scatiue. r.r11 l)Ol1nd
ar1e · re ·ei,"ec1 i11 1 ~ 11a,r remained pe1·ma11c11t. 

Kearl~~ all of t11e territor)r ~ .. itl1in tl1e })1·esent li1n1t of 
tl1e C1011nt:)· of Jf 11'-C'atine wa part of tl1e Black IIa,vl{ Pur
eha e of .. 1e11te111ber 21, 1 :12. 'rl1 . Ol1tlrw . t co1·ner, wl1ieh 
,,'P:1. not o in ·l11decl f e]l wit bin the lJ01111darie, of Keol{11k 's 
Re. er,ye ;;1cq11ire<l b~y· tl1e ni ted St,1te. on eptembe1· 28, 
1 36. ( ► ee 2\f a1) I.) 

Tl1e nortl1er11 J>art of tl1 co11nt .. T (tl1at part nort]1 of a 
1ine clra ,vn c1l1 we~t from tl1e lowe1· encl of R.ock Islancl) 

22s ee ?\fap Ill in the Ju1y, 1908, number of THE IOWA JOURNAL OF His-
TORY A. D l'OLITJCS. 

220 [.,au.,•s of the 1'crritory of TVi.~co,i.sin, 1836-1838, p. 381. 
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"as "ritlii11 tl1e li1r1i t. of the original l 1ountJ" of Dt1lJt1que. 
Tl1e re111ainder llelonged to the orig·inal •ount~,. of Dcmoine. 
( See l\Ia l) II.) Later tl1e nortl1eru l)art of tbi ren1ain<ler 
belo11gccl to tl1e uow extinct 1ot1ntJ· of ool{.2 :~o 

0 'BI i e,1 .. -Tl1c l)ot111cla 1•,T 11 i tory of tl1i. cotmt,,. 1 · corn-
• • • 

para ti,· lJ· brief. E"tabli 11ecl lJ~ .. tl1e net of :r,1nt1ar~· l 5: 
1 51,2 :1 1 it~ l)OllTitlt1rie. l1,1v·e ne,re1· ~ince 1Jeen altered. rr11e 
territory· of() 'Brien 1ount)· wn~ 1)rc1e;ti ·ally· all ·ecled to tl1e 
l Tnitecl Ht,ttes l)\" ,yariou .. Indian 'l'ribe. 232 in ,l treat,,. dated 

• • 

tT11ly 15. 1 30. (8ee l\1a1) [. ) It i 1)0, ~ilJle tl1at cl ~_mall 
n1·ea in tl1 11ortl1we t rn part of tl1 co11nt. - wa 11ot cedecl 
11r1ti l 1, 51. in wl1icl1 ,. ar tl1e fo111· lJand. of Santee S1ot1x re-

• 

li11q11i l1ec1 tl1 ir ·l,1i1n to certai11 region 1n nortl1ern and 
11ortl1we. ter11 Jo,va h}r treatie .. ~ ig·ne<l ,Jul~- 2:3, and ... t1°·t1. t 
5. (Ree ::\faJ) I. ) ()'B1ien's ar a "",1 i11cl11decl within tl1e 
limit. of tl1e orig1t1al 1ounty of IPa,·ette e tabli lied in 1 37 
and reclt1e 1 i11 siz i11 1 -17. ( .. ieP ::\I,11) II.) 

Osceola.-Tl1i count~,. ,,cl ._ e:t,1bliHl1ed b~- tl1e im1)ortc1nt 
a ~t of tl1e legi. lature of tl1e State of ·row,1 a1)1)rovecl on 
~T ant1ary 15, 1 31.233 The location ,1nd ize of the co11nty 
l1a,Te never been altered. Tl1e area w,1._ -t-0 ._ qua re mile . 

s fir t ·rcated, 0 ceola 011nt)~ wa 1111co11~titutional. l)e
cause the 10n. tit11tion of 1 .J:6, wl1icl1 w,1 then in force, 
forbade the for1nation of anv count,· ,vith an ,11·en le tl1an 

~ . 
43:2 sqt1are mile: .23 -1 Tl1e ( 1ount:r· of ()sreol,1 wa .. 11ot 01·gan-
ized until ,1fter tl1e })l'e._ ent tate Con tit11tio11 was adopte(l 
in 1 57. Tl1i. doct1ment altho11gl1 forbidding· the org·aniza-

2so See Map III in the July, 1908, nun1ber of TnE Tow.A .JouRXA-L OF His

TORY AND POLITICS. 

2a1 Laus of Iou:a. 1850-1851, p. 27. 
2s2 See the .July, 1908, number of THE Io,vA JouR.:AL OF HISTORY A~D POLI· 

TICS, p 43!-l. 

2as Laws of Iowa, 1850-1851, p . 27 

23 • See Article XI, section 2, of the Constitution of 1846. 



tion of an~· olcl count)·. 01· th re tion of an~" ue,v ('0UUt)7 , 

witl1 an ar ,l of le. tl1,lu 432 ql1~11·e mil ,. 1uc1cle tlll x · l)
tion in f ,1 \ror of tl1 org·auiz<.1tion of 1Vort11 ount>·, a11d of 
the other countie on tl1e nortl1ern bord r of tl1e .. 1 t,lte "yest 
of Wortl1. the ar ,1 of wl1icl1 accordi11g· to tl1 In,,r ·r i1t1no· 
tl1em were le tl1an req11i1·ed l):r th ( 1on .. tit11tio11.235 Tl1i 
la tl e in t 11 funda1ne11tal la V{ of tl1e co1nmo11,ve,11 t l1 1uav .. 

be . aid to 11:1,.,.:1 l 0 ·nliz d t11 l>o11nclc1rie a11d C\7en tlie .xi:t
nc-e of O'"'ccolc:1 '01111t,· . 

• 

Tl1e ea. t r11 })art of t11e co11ut~r wa. ,1cq11irecl l>y tl1 
nitecl .._ tate~ acco1·di11g to t11 tern1 . of ,111 Indi,1n tr~i1t~r 

. igned on ,J11]~~ 15. 1 30 111)00 wl1icl1 dat all tl10 e trilJe :?:n; 

l1a,1ino- a1r\r r.lain1. to t]1 . oil of we'-iter11 Iowcl s11rre11dered .. 

tl1e ame. (~ 
1

ee f~lIJ I.) Tl1e we. tcr11 1Jart of 0 "" ·eola wa.· 
ceded bv tl1 fot1r l>a11cl of tl1e ~ 1 antee Sio11x i11 t\\~o tr ati . • 

i0 ·ned 1·e, }JeC'tivel~r on ,J11]~,. 23 ancl .L.\.11°·11st 5, l :3]. Fror11 
1 37 to 1 +7 tl1 ter1·itorv of reola (-,ot1ntv "?a i11cl11cl d . ~ 

witl1in t]1 ori 0 ·i11al ounty of Fc:1~r tte. (See l\1a1) II.) 

Paqe.-Pap; < 1ount.r wa · createcl by an a(li of tl1 l')g•i -
Jatt1r of tl1 ► tate of Iowa aJ)l)r0\1ed 011 IP b1·11ar~r ~4, 
1 47.23

i It. boundarie. h.a,T nev r si11ce l)e n ttlterecl. Tl1e 
t 1·ritor, .. of tl1 cot111t1r w,1 . fi1·st cecled to tl1e nit d Stat ~ • • 

lJ~r tl1e t rm of ,1 treat, .. ~ip;necl 011 .T11ly 15, 1 30, 11po11 wl1iclt 
date all t]1 I11dic1n tribes l1a,·ir1°· n11y· clai111. to tl1P ~oil of 

• 

western Io"ra r:)li11qt1i ~l1e<l tl1e • ,lrne to tl1 0'0\ 1 rn1nent. 

( ~ ee 1a JJ I.) TJ1 t·o11tl1ern J)a1·t of 1 lii~ <·es io11 "·,1. gi,,.e11 
a a 1--e~er,--:1tion to tl1e Potta"-ratt{11nie 11,1tio11 on" 1ey)t ml)er 
26~ J 8:33. 'l l1i. 1·e~ l'\'ation ,,-c1. r ce<l (l to tlie g·o,,erll111 11t 
h,,. the ter·m of a trcn t,r cla ted ,J 11ne ;- and 17, 1 -1-(:>. 'l,l1e • • 

~oi1 of Pag·e ( 101111tJr wa. witl1i11 tl1e lin1it~ of tl1 Pottawat-
tamie 1'eservatio11 and e '"' io11. (._ ee faJJ I.) 

21:. See Article XI, section 2, of the Constitution of 1 57. 

21i; S ee ahove p. 55. 

231 Laus of Iou~a, 1846-1 47, p. 114. 
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011 the ~ame day that Page ounty wa c1·eated, an act238 

wa.· aJJ}Jroved creating the temporar)T 1ounty of Pottawat
ami coexten ive with the ces. ion of 1 46. The effect of this 
act i diffi ult to determine. Page ounty was within the 
limit of tl1e · . ion mentioned, and th ref ore eems to 
come witl1in the limit. of the temporary ounty of Pot
tawatami . Jt i l1a1·dly probable that tl1e framer of the 
two acts of February 24, 1 47 n1eant to p11t any territory 
into two 011ntie. at tl1 ame time, yet. since tl1e1·e i no way 
of d te1mining which of tl1e two acts wa approved la t, 
thi i exactly what tl1ey eem to have done.239 Fremont, 
Taylor, and IJart of Ringgold counties po e. ed tl1e . ame 
tatu a. Page sine all fou1· were eRtabli bed by the ame 

aet. ( ec 1ap II.) The temporary 1ount~.r of Pottawat
ami c ased to exist in 1 51 when its ter1·itories were divid-
d up among many malle1· rountie . It i probable that 

the f1·amers of the two act of FebruaI"'Y 24 1 47, never in
tended that Pottawatamie County hould include Page 
County which wa establisl1ed on tl1e . ame day. However, 
of thi point one eannot peak with ce1·tainty. 

Palo .Alto.- E tabli hed by the important act of the leg
i 1ature of tl1 tate of Iowa approved on ,January 15, 
] 51,240 tl1e boundarie of Palo .... ~lto ountJT l1ave remained 
permanent. The territo1•)T of the colmt .. wa included with
in tl1e limit of tl1e original ounty of Fayette which was 
established in 1 37 and continued in exi tence until 1 47. 
( ee Map II.) Palo .... Ito represent two Indian land ces-
ions. The we. tern portion wa ceded by the acs and 

Foxe , Omaha Iowa Otoes, Mi sou1~is and the Medewa
kanton, W al1pekuta, W al1peton, and i . eton band of the 

2as Lau•s of 1010a, 1846-1847, p 115. 

2so See 1',fap X 1n the July, 1908, number of THE low A JOURXAL OF HISTORY 
.AND POLITICS. 

2 40 Lau.;s of l ou·a, 1 50-1851, p. 27. 



ant e ~ ,.iol1x i11 ,1 treaty i0 ·ned on J ul:y· 15 l :30. Tl1e 
ea te1'n lJortiou "·as ceded lJ:}" the four band of tl1e 'autee 

ioux ju t n1entioned, in two treatie <lat d ,J lll v ~3 a11d .. 
Au 0 ·l1 t 5. 1 51. (~'1e l\ila1) I.) 

Ply11101ltl1 .- I"ik 1110 -- t of tlie eo11ntie. i11 1'1 £H;~ter11 Iowa, 
PJ:vmo11tl1 ~-,1. e tal>]i .._ hed by a11 c1 ct of th legi latt1r of 
Iowa. UJ)l)I<>,,.ed 011 ,Tan11arJ'" 15 1 51.211 It. l)oundarie r e
c ived at tl1i~ tin1e l1a,l' neve1· been altered. 'l'l1e te1·ritor}~ 
included i11 Pl~wo11tl1 "ra ced d to tl1 nit d State by 
variOll~ tril) .212 Tl1 tr at~r of c•e. io11 wa dated c.T11ljr 15, 
1 ~O. ( c 11a1) I. ) Tl1 so11tbern ti r of town 11i1) in 
Pl,woutl1 ,va. for a few \'ear. in ·J11de(l ,vitl1in the li111its of • L 

tl1 ten1porar>- 011nt~.,. of B11<'l1auan ·reat >d in 1 :~7. 'fh 
1~emainder of tl1e ·011ut~r l)elougecl fro1n 1 :~7 to 1 47 to tl1e 
ten1 poi-a1·~· ( o tint}~ of Fa;·ette. ( c n:f,1 IJ [[.) 

J.>oca llonfa s- .- l->ocal1onta 'ount~T re ·eivecl it l)r :--- )nt 
bounda1·ie. at th tin1e it wa .. e tabli. lied by tl1e act of 

• 

J anuarv 15, 1 31.24
:: 'rl1 . out11 r11 fol1rtl1 of tl1 countv 

• • 

wa,• incl11ded ,vitl1i11 tl1e lJot1nd. of tl1e original ount:· of 
Bl1cbanan created in 1 37 and ir1 exi tence for six y ar._ . 
~I'l1e no1·tl1er11 t111· e-fol1rtl1. cam ,vitl1in the limit of tl1e 
orjginal 101mty of Fa)rette wl1icl1 wa establi hed in 1 37 
and blotted Ol1t in 1 -17. ("'1ee frtp II.) 

Th te1·rito1·)· of Porahonta. l"o11nty 1·epresent ~everal 
Indian ]and ce-.;, ion'-. Tl1e larg·er part of its area wa cedecl 
by tl1e treaty of ,Tltl)r 15, 1 30 UlJOll wl1i 11 date all tho. e 
tribes 244 having a11>· laim to tl1 oil of " reste1·n Io,va 1· -

linquisl1ecl t11e same to tl1e nited tates. ( ee Map I.) 4 

. 1nall ar a i11 tl1e ol1tl1ea tern corner of tl1e co11ntv ·ozr1e .. 
2 11 Laa~ o/ I o1ra. 18:,0-1 511 p. !:!7. 

:?-'2 See discussion of J>alo \ lto County. 

2-13 Lau·s of Io u;a , IS,10-1 51, p. 27. 

241 S ee discussion of Palo .~lto County. 



withi11 tl1c limjfs of tl1e ac and Fox ce. ·ion of October 11, 
J 42. Tl1e nort11ea tern })Ortion of the cot1nt)T, in general, 
wa "" cl<>t111irecl from the fo11r bancl of ~ 1 antee Siou"X 1Jy trea
tie i 0 '11Pc1 on ,J 11ly 23 and ugu. t 5 l 51. .r.\. ver)'" small 
ar n in tl1e nort11ea~tern part of tl1e co11nty, ea. t of tl1e Des 
nf oine" Ri,,.er, 11ad been cecled bv the . ·ame .. io11x band. on 

• 

• J 11])r 15, J 30. ( .. ee lap I.) Tl1i (le :--.ion formed part of 
tl1 fnmo11 ' Teutrnl Ground''. 

J->olk.-Tl1e bo11nda1·y l1isto1·y of Polk 01mt~T i , .. ery com
J)licaterl. ...\. fir t c tabli heel hy tl1 art of ,J anuar·y 13, 
J 46,24

~ tl1c co11nty wa. fo11r town l1i1), quare containing 
576 ~quc11· mile a ag·ain t 5 O+ today. It wa located one 
rnng·c faI·th 1· ea t t11a11 tl1e JJ1·e ent Polk ounty.216 It 
l)o11ndaries were definit and tl1ere were no error in tl1e 
<l l , <'ri1)tion of tl1em. 

011 ,Ja1111ar~ .. 17, l 4-6, tl1ere wrt-; ::1p1)roved an c1ct 247 su1)

lJlen1e11tar)'" to tl1e a t of ,T an11a1•~T 1 :3 by tl1e te1m. of wbicl1 
tl1e bo1111clnries of ,J a. 11er, Poll{, ancl Dalla ro11ntie were 
1·edefined. Tl1 bo11ndarie. of Polk · '011nty we1·e de cribed 
111 ec·tion two or tl1is act ,1. follow. : ·beginnin~· at tl1e 
nortl1-en. t ·orner of 1o\\TJl._ bip 1, north. of range 22 we t; 
tl1enc-e \\"'e. t, to tl1e 11ortl1-we t corner of town l1iJ) 1, nortl1 
of rnng·e 23 we t · tl1 n ·e 011t11 to tl1e 011tl1-we. t corner of 
to\,·11 11ip 77, 11ortl1. of 1·ang·e 22 webt; ancl tl1ence nortl1. to 
the plac of 1Jeoinning' '. 11]1is cle r1·iption contain a :e-
1·1011. error, i11 tl1at t11e entire s011tl1ern boundarJ'" of tl1e 
co1111tJ' wa. omitted. 1Jo1· it this merely tl 1)1·inter' error -
tl1e original manu c1'iJ)t eoJ)Y of tl1e a<'t, pre 'Umably in tile 
l1ancl-writing· of tl1e :1t1thor of tl1e bill, contain · tLe ame 

~•:; L<111 s of t11e Territory of I ou,a, 1 43-1846, p. 73. 

2 411 ~ e C' 11Iap \ ' III in the ,Ju)y, 1908, nun1ber of TnE Io"\YA JolJR~AL OF HIS

TORY A~ D POLI'lICS. 

? 47 Lau s of the. 'l'errl tory of I otua, l 45-1 46, p 75. 
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01ni ion.24 It wa int nclecl by tb a~t to 1110,7c tl1e we, t-.. 
r11 bounclar)· of .J a pe1~ 011nt}7 OD ran°· fartl1er ,ve~t, 

to l1ift botl1 Pollr aD(l l)a]ln ~ ·ountie. one rn11 g· fa rtl1 I" 

we. t. c1nd to ext 11(1 tl1 out11 rn bo11ncla1· .,. of Poll{ or1 town-.. 
sl1i1) fc1rtl1er 011tl1 gi\Ting· it one-f'o11rtl1 of tl1 t rrjf or,r of 
"V\7 a 1:,re11 Cou11ty.249 'l'l1e 1· a on f 01· tl1e"'e ·l1aug·e. cl icl not 
grow 011t of error i11 th ~l t of ,J anuar)· ] :l. I J(;. ft i 
tr11e tl1,1t t11at act eontained ~rrort in it cl . ription of tl1e 
bot1nclarje of ,J a 1-1 1· 1ou11t)", b11t tho r1·01· <;0111<.i l1a,1e 
been <·orre tefl ,,.-ritl1out alteri11,9; tl1e location of th count)'r. 
'rl1e real 1·ef1. on fo1· tl1e hift in tl1c ]oc11tion of tl1 tl1ree 
c·o1111tiP-.; made 11)., tl1 ,1<·t of J,1n11ar3-r 17tl1, ,lri~es ot1t of 
Polk ( 10l111t)r it '"' If. It . e 111. that tl1 lJ00111f!J' of Fort l)es 
~foin : ,,Tere l1,1,rin°· a l1ard ti111e in winr1ing· tl1e COllDt)'"-scc1t 

for tl1at ])lace. Tl1 :\ to"rn, cl 11ot necll' e11011g-l1 to tl1e ·enter 
of tl1e ·011nt. •. l)ei11°· too f:1r 011tl1 ,ln<l ,v<.'. t. 80 tl1c ]Jl,111 

,,Ta · <·oncei,1ecl of . l1ifti11°· tl1 <'Ol111t,· "e t1vc1rtl c111cl exte11cl-• 

in°· it, at tl1e a1ne tim , fartl1er to the outl1. T11e le 0 ·isln-
t11re ,v,1s 1na11iJ)t11atecl ,111<l l1e11c tl1e c1ct of ,J ,lllllcll')T J 7, 
1 46. Fort De: 1foin ,,,,u no,,,,. 11e,lr tl1e c11ter of tl1c 
c·ol1nt r and . e ·ured tl1e eo1111t - eat. 

• • 

B)~ an aet a1)1>ro,1 cl 011 .J,1n11ary ~ , 1 47, tl1e bot1n(l,1rie · 
of Polk 011nty w re c1gain <lefine<l.2;;o Tl1e~; were tl1e ~a111c 

wl1icl1 tl1e act of .J t1n11a r)' 17 1 4(1, cl i ten1 JJtccl to e. tabli l1, 
indeed tl1e wo1·din°· of the two act i icl ntical \\ itl1 tl1 x-

~ 

· ption tl1at tl1e . 011tl1ern IJ011ndar)", omitt (1 in tl1() earlier 
a f, is Dow incl11cled. If any c1011ht exj tecl a. to tl1e i11ten
tion of tl1 f1·amer. of tl1c act of ,J anuar)T 17, 1 -4-{5, to g·i,re 
}lart of tl1e territor)T of ,, ... arren 1ot1nty to Polk, tl1at <lot1bt 

2.ts, ee ,·olnme for l 45-1 46 of the original manuscript copies of the acts 
of the 1egis1atnre of the Territory of Iowa, as kept on file in the office o.f the 
Secretary of tatc, De l\Ioincc::, Iowa. 

2◄ 0, ee ~[ap IX in tbl" .July, 1908, number of TnE Io,, A ,JOURNAL OF HIS
TORY A~D POLI'J'ICS. 

2::io La1c~ of Jou a, 1 46-1 47, p. 33. 
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i. remo,1 c<l l>)T t l1c law of .J ant1ary 2 , 1 47. Remembering 
tl1at tl1e I:1w of ,J ,111uar)" 17, 1, 46, which fir· t soug·ht to make 
tl1i. tra11sfer. Wcl, im11crfect, ,1n inte1·esting q11estion rela
ti,Te to tJ1e tf1tl1,., of tl1e tcrritorv to be tran. ferred arir,es . 

• 

])id it lJPlong·, nfter tl1is act went into force, to Polk ounty 
or t<> v\7 a rren ? Tl1e l tter of t11e law failed to tran fer it; 
tl1e 1nientior1 of tl1e framer 11ndoubtedly wa to make uclt 
tran f r, and tl1e col1rt would probably have decided, l1ad 
n t , t ca· ,1rise11. j11 fc1,ror of tl1e intention of the frc:1mer~. 

Tl1e inhal)ita11t, of W,1rren ount)r dicl not pa1·t willino-ly 
witl1 a portio11 of tl1eir territory. Immediately after tl1e 
tran fer c:lll agitation ,vc1 begun for the return of the ""'trip 
in que tion. Tl1i \,~a. acco1111)li. 11 d 1)~" an act a1Jpro,red on 
J,1n11ar,~ 14 l 33.2r. 1 1n wl1icl1 tl1 bol1ndarie of Warren • 

•011nt\" were clefined un w in . t1ch a "'·av a.: to take from 
• • 

J~olk {)ot111t~r a11cl re tore to ,~ ... clrren tl1e fot1r town l1ip-..: in 
qt1e. tion. e"\:ee1)t tl1rtt i11 mal<ing tl1e re ..... tit11tio11 tl1at J)c11·t 

of to"~sl1i1J 77 11ortl1. rang·e 2~ we"'t, wl1icl1 lc1y nortl1 of tl1e 
])e. ioine. R i, ... cr t\ n"' re~er,-recl to Poll< ot1nt,.2;;2 Tl1i . 

• 

. tri1) cont,lin~ l>et,veen fol1r c:llltl five q11,1re 1nile~ of te1·ri-
tor)# ,1nd l>riug· tl1 a1·ea of Polle ot1nt)· u1> to 0111etl1ing· 
u1ore tl1a11 5 0 . qt1nre 111ile-..;.2 i:; Tl1e l)oundarie of Polk 
ha,, not l1ee11 ,1]teretl '-)inc tl1e ,let of Janua1·:· 14, lt.3:1, 
,vc~nt i11to for,·e. 1\11 ,1tten1r1t wc:1 .. n1ad . l1owe\Ter, to c1lter 
tl1em slig·l1il~ .. in 1 0, b11t it dicl 11ot c,1rr~#. On tl1e nortl1err1 
border of Polle (iou11tv tl1ere wc1. a Rmall town callec1 ~ l1el-

• 

d;;1}1I 1v-l1icl1 ,,~a.· also l)artly in Boone and J)aI·tly in ._'1tor)-.
( 

1ount)'. B~y· an act a1)1)ro,Ted on irarc11 7 ,:!54 the Ge11er~11 

2r.1 Lau.•s of Jou·a, 18.32-1853, p. 40. 

2G2 See 11ap XIT 1n the July, 190 , ntnnber of THE Io,vA .JOUR:s"Ar, OF llrs
TORY AND POLl'I'ICS. 

ztss The Iowa Offic1al Eeg1ster, 1907-8, gives the areas of Polk and Warren 
counties at 57(3 .-::iquare n11les each, ,vhile Polk has 580+ and Warren 571+. 
See Iou•a OOic,al Reoister, 1907- '8, p. 785 

:?::ii Laws of Iou;a, 1880, p 191. 

• 



..1:\. semblJ'" ougl1t to thro,v tl1i town into StorJ" ounty. 
The effect of tl1i woulcl l1av,.e been to &lightl3,. clecre,l e tl1e 
a1·ea of Polk c1nd Boone co11ntie and to increa',.;e t]1,lt of 

tory. Tl1e aet of eou1· e, Wtl ~ ubmitt d to t]1(' \'Otert ()f 

tl1e three co11nti . l)ut Wtl. not 1·,1tified. 
Tl1e te1·ritor~ ... of Polk wa acq11ired from tl1e 'tie ,l11d Box 

Indian b~y· tl1 ce ion of Octobe1· 11 1 42. L .. ing· ,,Te t ol' 
the line of dil·i ion it Wcl .. not req11ir d to lJe \"acuted u11tiJ 
three yea1· late1·. ( ... 1 e :i\Iap I.) From 1 37 to 1 4-3 t 11 ~oil 
of Poll{ 011ntv wa. in il11d c1 witl1in the limit of f l1e tr11u-.. 
JJorary ounty of J~eokul{. ( ~ 1 ee 1fap II.) 

Pottau·attc1111ie.- TI1e l)l'C, ent 1ounty of Potta,,ratt,1111ic 
wa. J)r ceded b)~ a te1npc>rur:r ·01111ty of tl1e ',; am nam .) 2;;5 

e tabli 11 d by c111 a ·t of the .._ tat leo-islature a1JJ)rove I 011 

Februar.. 24. 1 47.2
:; c; L1l'"e all of t11e otl1er tem1Jorary 

<·ou11ti . of To~ .. a, tl1e orig·iu:11 ot1nt)r of Pottawatc1mic wa. 
of ,·er!- large size. It. bounclarie wer de ·ribed in the 

a ct ju. t mentionecl 111 ,1 1·atl1 r indefi11ite 111a1111 r. t11e <l e t 

decl:1rin°· '' Tl1at tl1e ·011nt1·v emlJ1~a ·ed witl1i11 tl1e li1nit;- of • 

wl1at i cal led tl1e Potta,vatamie }Ju1·rl1a , on tl1e ,, .. ,1 ter of 
tl1e 11i:~ 011ri river. in tl1is State. [Iowcl] IJe, ,1nd t11e ' }l111c 
may be~ tenlJ)oraril~r 01ga11izecl i11to a count)r. by tlte nc1111e 
of Pottawatamie' '. 

Tl1e ' Potta,v,1tc1mi J)11r ·ha e · l1e1·c 1uentio11ed refers to 
tl1e c:e . ion made h)'T tl1at 11atio11 011 ,T1111e 5 and 17, l 46,:!;;7 

upon wl1ic]1 c1at " tl1e Potta\\'"atta111ie tribes ceded b,1ck to 
tl1e U11ited State tl1c re rvation wl1icl1 tl1e g·o\rernmcnt 
had macle ov lr to tl1em bj'" tl1e t er1u of a treaty ig·ned at 

hicag·o 011 ept mbe1· 26, 1 33.:.?5
s Tl1i reserva tio1J con-

2153 The ua1ne of the temporary couu ty ,vas s peJled '' l>ottawatantie' ' in the 
act creating it. In this disc~t ·sion t ho origiua l speUing of all proper nanie~ 
will be retaine<l. 

2i:; u Laus of Iou1a, 1846-18-171 p. 115. 

2~1 U.S. Stat ute.~ at Larqe, Vol. TX, p. BG:L 

2:-;s u S Stat ute.~ at Large, \ Tol vII, p. 43 1. 



tai11ed 5.000 000 a ·re .. a~ ,lirl al~o tl1e ces. ion of 1 46 and 

tl1e col111t1· of 1 4-7, c1l l tl1ree of wl1ieh wer . indeed, tl1e . ame 
trac·t of 1:111,]. 'l'l1e l101111c]nrie of tl1i t1·act 1·emain on1e
"1l1at i11definite ..,ince they were ne-ver . t11·,·eyed by the gov
ernment. E~11ecic1J 13 .. i. tl1i .. tr11e of tl1e northe1·n boundary. 
Tl1P writc1· J1n~ g·i,Ten tl cletailecl de. e1·iption of tl1e bound
nric. of tl1e te1111)or,1r11' 011nt)T of Pottawatamie in a former 
J)a11er.2 r,n In tl1i. co11nec.tion an atte1npt wa --- made to illu~
trnte tl1e l)o1111c1arie. of tl1e co11nty 111Jon tl1e map of Iowa.260 

(Hee a] ._ o ~fa11 I aecom})DD)Ting tl1i. }Japer.) "'\.. thus drawn 
tl1c tem1)ora1·>· ('1011nt")-- of Pottawatamie included the terri
tor>r of tl1e pre~ent cot1nties of Fre1nont, Pag·e, Taylor, 

fill .• :\fontp;o1n r>r, ... clam~, and (.,.a~ ~ mo t of Pottawat
tn1nie, i l1ell)v-, ancl A11cl11bon; and pa1·t of Ringgold Union 
1\c1ai1·. :rutl1rie. 1nrro1l, rawforcl, and Ha1·ri on. 

On tl1e . <llile <lav tl1,1t tl1e art c1utl1orizin~: t11e formation . .... 

of t11e ten11)orar~T 011nt. r of Pottawatamie wa. approved, 
t.l1ere ,,n a1)11ro, .. ed anotl1 1· act estahli. hino· tl1e fou1· coun
ties of Fre111ont Pap;e, rr.Rylo1·. and Rino-gold.2111 The bound
arie, · of Pottawatamie were made to O'-"e1·lap tl1ose of the 
£0111· countie jt1. t name<l. (See 1Ia1) II.) f.J.1 l1e effect of tl11<, 
i diffic11lt to det rmine. Tl1e1·e i .. no wa)r to tell whicl1 act 
,vent into force fir. t. It i l1a1·dly probable tl1at the fram
er· of tl1e e t,vo aet. n1eant to 1J11t the ame ter1·itorJ' into 
two different co11ntjes at tl1e ame time. Tl1e cbanceR are 
tl1at t]1e,T j11tended Pottawatamie to include c:111 of the ce -

• 

. ion of 1 -1-6 not romJ)l'i ed witl1in th limit.. of Fremont 
Page, Taylor. and Ring·golcl. The law autl101·izing tl1e e. tab
lish1nent of Pottawatamie wa so worded a to mal{e tl1e 
very existence of tl1e co1mty depend upon its org·anization. 

250 See article by tho ,vriter in the July, 1908, number of THE Io,vA ,JOURNAL 

OF HISTORY .AND POLITIC, • 

2eo See 1Iap X of the.July, 1908, number of THE Io,,·A JoURXAL OF HISTORY 

AND POLl'l'IC'S. 

201 J.,au s of 1 oiva, 1846-J 4 ;, p. 114. 
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It . eem~ to J1ave lJeen act11all. oJ·ganizrcl on f-;rJ)ten1lJer 21 
1 4 . The otbe1· four co untie we1·e 1Jerman 11t f ron1 tl1 
b Q;i11nina·. wJ1il Pottawatami in it 01·io·ina1 f'o1111 ,,~,l 
nel·e1· intended to lJe a11~-rthing· lJ11t a t 111J)ora1·JT tj11ri. cli,~tion. 

'!'he pre~ent 'ounty of Potta,Yattamie wa. formed hy an 
ac-t a1>r>ro,1 cl on .T,111l1c11·)· 15. 1 31.202 ·yy··itl1 tl1c xce1Jtion of 
tl1e 11ortl1we.1 1 or11 r. nll it. t rritorie~ w re i11rll1ded witl1-
in t]1 lin1it. of tJ1 \ te1n1Jora1·~· eo11nty of tl1 . u1ne 11c1111e. 
Tl1e nortl1 rn ti )r of town J1i1>.· ,,ra, nl. o JJatt of tlle te111~ 

J)oi-a1·y (
1

011nt. of 1,eo1{11l{ fro111 1 :~7 to l l -l'L (Hee nfa1J l [.) 
By a11 ac-t ,l}Jl 1·0,1ec1 on l\fare]1 10. l 74 2113 tl1c General \s-

(-)Il1bly m;1c] <111 att )1n1)t to ere<tte a r1 ,,-r c·ot111t~ .. to 1) c,11le(1 
B 1knar>!!G, 011{ of 1l1e c,1 tcr11 }J,lr1 of J=>ottawnttc1111ic. 'l'hc 
Ji11e parati11g· r,lTI!>' . 41 t111cl 42, "res t. \Ya . 1o 1Je t11c <li,1icl
i110· li11e b tw e11 111e t,vo cot111tic... Ht1cl1 a <li,-i~io11 wo11l<l 
J1a,1e g·i,·en Belk11a11 ("ou11t~r ,111 :11· ~a of 432. q11ai-e rnil ~ c111 d 

left Pottaw,1ttarnie 444, f11Jtj)Jin°· tl1e req11ire111c11f:-, of 1 Ii 
< 'on tit11tio11 a. to iz in bot11 ·,1 c"' . 'rl1e clr.t r eq11ir ,1 tl1e 
. 11lJ111i io11 of tl1e <Jlle i1on of e tab]i l1ing tl1e 11C'\\"" COllllf ,\r 

to t11e ,-roter-... of Pot ta,vc1tta1ni . }\ t tl1e 0 ·e11 ral el etio11 
Ir Id on -toher I?, J 74, the propo. ition wa. voted down, 
the , ote stn11cl1n~· ] :..50 for. and 155 ag·nin t, tl1e divisio11. 
'f11e ])l'OJ)Os (l <·011nt!r of Belkna}) wa , tl1e1·cfor . nev )r e. -
t;1bli. heel. 

Tl1e Jegi. lat11re "u r lucta11t to 0 ·ive ll}) tl1e attc1111)t. By 
i1n cl<.:t a1J1Jro\1ed 011 i\f ,lr ·11 17. 1 76,26:; tl1e (Jl1e.·tio11 of li\"icl
in0· I ott<1,l",1tt,11nie iuto t,,o ·011ntie<:> ,vn c1°·,1i11 ul)111itt(-)(]. 
r.r11e r1ew ('Ollilt, ''"cl c.. coexten i·v·e witl1 the })l'0J)O~ecl C101111t)1 • 

of Be1l<n:11J. Tl1i~ time it wa to lJe ('a]led Grin1e ·. ..\t tl1e 

2n2 LattJS oj' Io,ua, 1850-1851, p. 27. 

2t;3 /Jau1:; of lou,a, 1874 (Private, Local, and Temporary), p. 19. 

:!o i 'ee "'\fap X\7 
i11 the .JnJy 190 , nun1ber of THE To,,·A .J OURXAL OF TI1s

TORY A. 'D Por I'J'ICS. 

2li:, Lau;s of I 01ra
1 

1876, p. 156. 



g~neral cleetio11 11 ld on l. "'"ov· mlJer 7, 1 76 tl1e c1i,1 is ion wa 
again ,rote<l clown 1 4 voters favoring it and 2c;.-1 O]JJJO -

ing. Tl1e se<\ot1d lar0 • t count)~ in tl1e .._ tate r 1nained u11-

di,rided. 

I'o1veshielt.- I>owe l1i k ol1ntv wa ·ar,7 ed ot1t of the 
• 

orig111a I ount~l of J{eokt1l{ ( ... ee l\1a 1) II.) by au act of the 
legi lature of tl1e Territo1~~T of Iowa. approved on Feb-
1~ua1"\r 17, 1 -:1::~.2 oG Tl1e bo11n(larie~ fir t recei,red have re-

• 

mained }) rn1,1nent Tl1e territorJr com1Jri eel within tl1e 
limit . of l owe l1iek 1ou11ty wa. ceded b)r the -,ac and Fox 
Incli,lil~ to tl1 (Jnited ... 1 tate · government l)y the treaty of 
OctolJ r 11 1 , 42. ( ...... ee l\iap I.) Tl1e county lay in the ea~ t-
rn half of tl1 ce · ion ,vl1icl1 wa vacated tl1ree ve,1r earlier .. 

t hnr1 tl1 ""c. t rn }),l rt. 

R inggold.- Tl1i .. co1111tJr on tl1e ~Ii . 011ri l)orcler wa , to
get11c1· witl1 tl1e tl1ree countie l1ing· we t of it, e tabli lied 
l)J" nn net of tl1e lcgi latu1·e of tl1e tate of Io,,a. app1·oved 
on F ebruarJr 24, 1 l -1-7.:?,;. Tl1e bot1ndarie g·iven tl1 county 
clt tl1is tin1e l1a,re rernai11cd per1nanent. 

)11 the . am dtlY tl1at Ringg·olc1 wa. ereatec1. an aet 2'; 

,va. · ~l})pro,·ed c1·eating· the ten111orary iol111t) .. of Pottawat
c11nie wl1icl1 wa . to lJe coextensive with tl1e Pottawatta1nie 
r~~ ion of 18-4-G. T11e effect of tl1i act i. cliffict1lt to dete1·
n1inc ince tl1e we t rn }),1rt of Rin°·gold ( '011nt:T l1ad been 
witl1in tl1e limits of this ce .. ion, n l1ad tll o tl1e cot1ntie'"' of 
Ta!Tlor, Pag·e, and Fremont. It i ... hardly l)robable tl1at tl1e 
frn1ner. of tl1ese a t meant to p11t an~· territory into t""o 
C'Ol1ntie& at tl1e same time. yet, ince tl1ere ic;; no way of de
te1·1nining whirh of tl1e t,vo actb mentioned abo\·e wa UJ)
IJl'0\1ecl la t, thi is exactl)'" ,vl1at tl1e~· . e111 to h,1,·e done.:!,H) 

~uo Revtsed Statutes of the 1'rr,tfor11 of I owa, 1 J:L p. 1~{1. 

2u1 Lu.us of Io1oa 1 1846-1847, p. 114. 

20s Lau.,s of Iou•a, 1846-1847, p 115. 

209 See 1Iap X lll the July, 190 • uun1ber of rraE lOWA .l OUR.'AL OF HISTORY 
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It i po~ sible. however, tl1at tl1e territo1·y of Fre1nont, Page, 
Taylor, and Ring·gold countie. wa. not meant to be in

l11ded wit11in tl1e limit of the orio-inal O1111iy of Pottc1w-at-
• 

nmie. Wl1en tl1e latter was reduuecl to it })l'(l eut size by 
tl1 a ct of tT an11,11•~r 15 1 l. 51. tl1e bou11darie of Ringg·old 
and it neig·l1bo1· ou the "·e t ,vere 11ot redeii11 d. 'I l1i. 
wot1ld 5eem to impl. r tl1at tl1e f,1 ·t tl1,1t tl1e bo11ncl,1ri "' of 
tl1e orig·inal 011nt)r of Pottawc1ta111iP o,· r1a1 l)C<l tl1() e of 
Ring·g·old w,-ts a 1n,1 tter of no co11 Jq11ence. 

Tl1e ea. te1·n J)Ortio11 of Ri11°·g·old l"'fou11t> \Yas 1>nrt of tl1e 
~~cl<' and Fox ce .., io11 of ()c·tolJ \r 11, 1 4~. (NPe J\f,lJJ I.) 

Tl1e we. ter11 J)art ,,.ra ce 1 )cl to tl1 nitecl. t,1te. 11~7 , 1t1riou 
t1·ibe in tlie t 1e,1ty of .Jul)" J 5. 1 30. 011 8c1)ten1lJer 
26, I 33. it wa inc~l11c1e{l ,,1 i 1 l1i11 tl1 l in1it of a re erva t1on 
0 ·i,7en to tl1e Pottawatta1111 Indic111 . ':I'l1e . a1n(~ :1rea ,v·as 
·eded to tl1e ... nitecl 8t,1t "' U\ tl1c~ Potta"Tatta111i.) nation in 
tl1e t1·eatv dated .J11ne 5 and 17, J 46 . • 

,. 'ac.-8a · 1ot1r1t)r "-<1, 0 ·i,1en it .. })er111anent bouncia1 ies 
1))' tl1e aet of .Ja1111ary 1,5. 1 51.2 ; 0 Tl1e sot1tl1eastern 11O1·

tion of tl1 c·ou11t3r. alJout one-tl1i1·<l of it ,va. ,1cquired 

from tl1 ~ ae c1nc1 Fox Indi<lll tl1roug·I1 tl1e tr nty of Oc
tobe1· 11 I 42. Tl1e 1·e t of it. territory l1ad bee11 acquired 
b3r tl1e nited ~ tat ,lb a1·l}· cl , 1 30, in ,,-l1i 11 J1ear tl1e 
~ ar. and Foxe , Omal1,1. , Io"Ta., Otoe.-, l\Ii 0111·i . , a11d tl1e 
~fedewakanton. "\\T al1pel{uta, ,Val1peton, a11d 1- i . ton bands 

of tl1e Siou_x eecled all tl1eir C'laim. to we. t 1·n T owa 111 a 
t1·eaty igned on ,Jul)" 15. (See 1fa1> I.) 

From 1 37 to 1 4~ tl1e . 011111 r11 tier of town. l1i1)b of Sar 
( 

1ount~ .. ""a. inel11clecl witl1in tl1e lin1it .· of th orig·inal 
(

1ounty of Benton tl1e ren1aincler l)eing· witl1in tl1e bo1·clers • 

of tl1e 01·iginal County of Bt1 1hanan. ( ee 1:ap II.) 

,<:Jcott.- Thi . county was e. tab1i. hed and given itq per-

210 La1cs of Jou a, 1850-18.il: p 27. 



111aue11t bol111cl,1r1e~ 1)~1' clll act of the legi lat ur of tl1e 'l,er-
1·i tor)-r of "\\T1 con jn ap1Jro,.r d on Decemb r 21, J :~7.:! 71 

St·ot t i one of t1Le fe,v eountie of tJ1e 'tate wluclt l1c1. two 
river bo111Jd,1rie'-. 1\.lJ of that JJart of "cott ( '011nt~~ 1) in,,. 

11ortl1 or ,l li11e dr,1,vn dt1e west from the lower encl of Rock 
I. Janel c,l111e fro111 tl1e territo1·y of the orig·inal "ount:v· of 
I >11b11c111e. ( 8c " .i\I,1 l) I I.) Tl1a t part 1)7 in °· 011tl1 of tl1e 
~c:1111 .. Ji11) ,\·,1 . cl}l}Jl'Ol ri,1tecl to tl1e new co1mt:T from ( ook 
,111cl l\1l1 c-.q11it111e, \1 Cr)r little, l1owe,1er. ·oming from the lcit
tcr.27:! Tl1e ,lr a acc111ired from 'ook and i\111 quitine l1c1<l 
for111e1·I:\, been }Jnrt of tl1e orig·inal tount:v· of I)emoine. 

8C'ott ou11t,r i ~on1etin1e. ralled tl1 su ·ce 01· of "'look.:? •~ • 

1111 i. i"' not a · ·111·,1 t e 1nce tl1e two <'Olm tie~ exi t.itecl ide l), ... 
• 

. icl) for o,·er ,l 1noutl1 wl1il > ninc-tentl1 ... of tl1e territo1•,r of 
• 

8c·ott Ollll t, .. cn1nc. uot f l'Olll 
1001{ (--.OllTI t,·, 1Jll t l',1 tl1e1· f ron1 

• • 

tl1) 01·i o·inn 1 !OUilt), of D11l)11q11e. 

'I1 l1e e11tire ·ount.}· wa8 incll1ded within t11e lrmits of tl1e 
Sac ,tnd Fo .. -- ·e "'ion of Se1Jten1ber 21, l c.' :3~ often called the 
Bl,1ch: H,1~k P11rcl1a e. ( ... ee l\fn1J I.) 

'l1cl[;11.- - Tl1e ( 1ol111t~- of Sl1elb)· wa& e tabli hed by an act 
of tl1e ~ 1 tate legi lat11r of Iowa. a1)JJro,recl on tTan11ar~ ... 15, 
1 5J.2

i
4 Its l)ol111dctrje, l1a,'e never i11ce been altered. The 

i.errito1·J· of tl1e 1Jre, e11t eo11nty "~a· acquired f1·om tl1e In
(1ic111. lJ~'" tl1e te1·m~ of ,1 treatJ . ig·11ed on ~Tlll)- 15. 1 30, 111)on 
,\-l1i ·11 cl,1t all tl10 e tr·ibe 27 :; ]1a,·ing un:v· clain1 .. to tl1e soil 
of,, (\~ier11 lowa relin(111i. l1cd tl1e an1e to tl1e l.,.nited 1 t,1te 
gc,\· r111nent. (See 11,111 I.) 1\11 of tl1r eo11nt~,. exce1)t tl1e 
r1ortl1"·c. t portion wa .. ceded to t11e Pottawatta111ie nation 
cl• cl })n rt of t l1e re. ·er,Ta tio11 g·ra11tecl tl10. e tribe.. on ~ ep-

:!il J,au s of the Territory of n ·;,~co11si11, 1 36-1 3 , p. 132 

:!i2 Sec :\fap rrr ill the .Jnlv, 190 , nun1ber of THE IO"'A JO URNAL OF HIS-

TORY Ar-.D POLI'l'ICS. 

:?73 ({ue 's JI ,story of lou1a, \ ol. 11 p 1,5, note. 

211 La1v.~ of lot,·a, 18:50-1851, p. 27. 

21n ]
1or the names of tllese tribes see discussion of Sac County above. 

• 



tembe1· 26, 1(. ;3, . r111e ,",1111e a1· a ,,Ta con" eq11 ntl~ ,,·1tl1i11 
the limit of tl1e Potta'\'\"attami ee ion of J uue 5 ,l11cl 1 -
1 46, and al~o of tl1e ori 0 ·inal 011ut,r of Potta ,va t,1mie ·r >-• 

,1ted in 1 47 a11cl red11 ·ed in .. iz in 1 51. Tl1 re. er,1c1tio11 
of 11. :3:~ and th ee . io11 of 1 46 ,v re )oexte11 i,1e i11 ize clll 1 
are,l ""itl1 tl1 te1111)or,1r>r ·011111~,. l10,v11 i11 M,11 JI. Tl1 ter
ritory of tl1 e11tire 011nt,7" 1v,1~ i11cl11dec1 ,vitl1i11 tl1e limit · • • 

of tl1e t Ill1)0rar. 01111t~r of J(col{ttl{ e inl>lisl1ed in 1 :17 a11d 
reclt1ced in iz i11 1 43. (Hee 11,11) I I. ) 

1 1nu~.-J..Jil< l1,1lf or tl1e counti :) .. of Io,,'Ta. 8iot1.x C"ot111t,-r 
• 

w,1 ~ tal)lisl1ecl lJ~· 111e irn11ortnr1t ,1 ·t of ,J ,111t1,1r>" 15 1 3 ] .:!i•• 

Its bo1111cl,1rie:· r cei,1ec] at tl1i ... ti111e llcl\'C re111;1i11ecl 1)er111a
nent. Tl1e la1 °·er J>,1rt of it te1·ritor)7 wu a ·q11irccl l)j,. tl1 ') 

nitecl ~ tnte. 0'0\1 1'11111 11t tlll'()llgl1 tl1" tr at) of ,J11l~r 15. 
1 30, upo11 wl1icl1 d,1te ,,re..,,1ern low,1 ,,ra ·eclecl lJ~· tl1e ~ ,,1,· 
and ~,o_·e:::;, 01na11a." , Iowa Oto "" , ~fi;, o..; ouri. and tl1c fo11r 
ban els of tl1 .__ a111 e Sio11x. ( .. 1 0.e i\fa p I.) Tl1 11ortl1,vest
ern J>ortion, anc1 })O~ il)]~T ,1 little territory on tl1 ~ 1101·tl1 r11 

1Jord 1· of tl1e ·ot111i ,, wa ced cl l>,7 tl1e four ba11d. of ~ a11t c 
• • 

Sio11x l>~r two treatie-.J dated 1· ])e ·tiY·el)" ,J11l)T :2:3 ~t11 cl 

~\.11°·11st 5. 1 5]. 1:\11 of tl1e t rrito1·v of ~ io11x Co11ntv c,1111e 
• • 

witl1i11 the lin1it of tl1e original (1
011nt~r of Fay tte e ·t,11>-

li . lied in 1 ;37 a11d i11 e.xi. t 11 ·c for te11 J"ear.. (Ree nfa1) II.) 

Story .-Tl1i ·01111 t)· " n e"t,1lJ]i lied l>~· <.lD n t of tl1e 
legi l,1t11re of tl1e T rrit<>J )" of Io,v,1 n1)pro,1ed on .T,111u
a1·y 13 ] ~-t-6.2 ; 7 Tl1 bo1111cl,lrie recei,·e<l ,1t thi tim l1,1'?e • 

ne, .. er bee11 t1]te1· cl, c1ltl1ol1gl1 an atte1n1)t was made to clo ~ o 
in ] 0, wl1c11 tl1c 1 giRlatllrc l)y ;1n a e t 27s apr ro,rec1 Oll 

:\fa1·cl1 27, . ot1g·l1t to tlirow tl1e 11ni11cor1)orat cl iom1 of Sl1cl
clabl j11to Stor,- 1ount,;--. P,1rt of tl1is to,v11 wa in Boone 

• • 

'1ou11ty and }Jart in Polle. TJ1e q11cstio11 of tl1e tran. fer ,, a 

210 Laus of 10100 . 1 50-1 51, p. 27. 

2;1 Law!-1 of the Tcr, itory of Jo u o, 1 45-1 46, p. 7:L 

21s Lau·s of Iowa, 1 80, p. 191. 



l1b1nitted to tl1c ,,oter~ of tl1e tl11·ee countie concerned bl1t 

the r l1ang·e wa. 11e\" r n1ade. IIad tl1e p1·opo. ition carried 
the ,11·ea of .. 1 tor:,. ( 1ou11ty ,vould l1ave lJeen ~ lig·btlj· in
<·recl, ed. Tl1e c·ount~,. wa c,1r,,.ecl from territory which 

forn1ed part of tl1e original ot111ty of B enton fro1n 1 37 
to 1 .J-3. ( ._ ee ~lap JI. ) 

Storv ("ol111t,, Ji e ... wit]1in tl1e limit. of the Hae and Fo~\: 
~ ~ 

c· s:ion of Octol1er 11. 1 42. It wa .. we&t of tl1e line of di-
,;. ion, in tl1e J),1rt \Tacated b),. the Inclian on October J 1 

1 45. ( 1- "ee ~faJ) J.) 

1'a n1a .-T,1111:1 ( ·01111ty· wa, ·c1r,.,,.e<1 from tl1e original 

ount~"" of Be11to11 l))· an aet of tl1e legi lature of tl1e Terri
tory of Iowa a1)11ro,1ed on Februa1 . r J 7 1 43.27 9 The bolmd
:1rie · gi,.,en to 11,ama ""011nt}"' b~., tl1i. · act were defined with 
refer n c to tl10 e of Benton 011nt)". Tl1e de cription began 
,1. follow : ''be0 ·inning at tl1e nortl1we. t corner of Benton 

( 
1011nt~r, tl1ence we:·t.'' etc., and lo ed thu"' : ·' thence east 

to the outl1we. t corner of Benton -.ountv; thence no1·th to ., 

tl1e plaee of beg·inning' '. From tbi it j "'een tl1a t the we t-
1·n boundary of Benton 1ounty wa to be t11e ea tern 

l)ot1ndar~" of Tama. But in d fining tl1e we:tern boundary 
of B nton (-.ounty an error l1ad been mad , a already ex
plain cl. ( ee B enton ounty.) Tt i: really impo sible to 
dr,1,v U})On a maJ) tl1 we tern bo11ndarJ" of Benton ounty 
,1s clescril)ed in tl1e ,let of 1 43.280 If tl1i boundary was de
f ·tiv tl1e ea ter11 bol1ndary of Tama County wa likewise 
def 'lcti,1e. Tl1i , condition of affair continued until 1 5 

when the State legi. lat11re b~ an act 2 1 a1)proved on March 
22, redefine l tl1e bol1ncla1·;' line lJet"1 ee11 tl1e two eol1nti .. , 
definitely . tabli ·bing it 11pon the lin wl1icl1 . e1)ar,:1te~ 

270 l {ev1sed • fatutcs of the Territory of l ou.:a, 1 4:i, p. 131 

280 See 1'.fap \ rII in the July, 1908, number of THE Io,vA ,JOURNJ..T., OF ll1s
TORY A ·o POLI'rICS. 

2s1 Laws of Iowa, 185 , p. 240. 



1·angt1 ~ 12 aucl J :3 w t of tl1 fifth princi11al meri<liau.2" 2 

ince 11.ar 11 22 1 t 3 , tl1e bo1111da1ie of Tama ounty 
l1a,"e 1·en1ain cl llnalt r c1. 

Tl1e territor~- of 111 ·ou11t) ,,.,cl ~ f1 cq11irecl f1ou1 tJ1e ~ a · 
anll Fox Indic111~ tl1ro11gl1 tl1e treat\., of October 11. 1 4~ . 

• 

( ee 1Ia1 I.) . l1i11ted clt ilbo, .. ~, tl1e a1·ea of Tama wa~ 
incll1decl witl1i11 tl1 limit "' of tl1 orio·ina] ( 1ol1nt}T of Benton 
from 1 37 to l 4:~. ( ~ ee ~1~1)) II.) 

1la lflor.- TI1 ount)r of Tcl)"lor Wcl e tc1bli l1e(l Ly an 
act of the l gi. latur of tl1 1tat of Iowa ,lp})roved on 
Feb1·11a1 .. ·r· 24 1 ,..J.,. 2~:1 It .. l)oundc11·ie. reeei,r d at tl1is tirne 

' 

l1ave ne,1er lJ n ·l1an°·ecl. Tl1e t rritor,,. of Taylor ("011nt,., 
h .. .. • 

waR fi1· t act}l1i1~ed lJ~"" tl1 g·o,,,ernment throu 0 ·11 tl1P t rms of 
a t1·ea t)" ig·ned on ~T 11]y J 5, 1 30, 111 on whi 11 clat the .. ac. 
and Fo~e , O1n,1l1a~, Io\\1 a s. Otoe: 1fi . . :ouri , ancl tl1e 1f cl
ewakanton, ,,., al11) k11ta. W f1l1peton~ and .. i eton band. of 
the ~ antee Siot1x · cled all tl1 ir ·laim to tl1 ·oil of w t-
rn Iowa. ( 1 ee l\fa1) I.) Th ot1tl1e1·n part of tlli ces ion 

,va. given a cl re e1•,ration to the Pottawattami n,1tion on 
~ epteml)e1· 26, J :1;-3 ,1nd ePdecl b,1cl< ao-c1in to tl1 g·overn
ment b)" tl1e tern1~· of a tr at. clatecl J 11n 5 ancl 17, 1 46. 
TI1e .·oil of Ta,rlo1· ( 1011nt~v- wa ' witl1in tl1 limit of th . "' 

r l''-"ation a11d al o of il1e <'e, io11 jt1 t mention d. (~ e 
nfap I.) 

On tl1e ... am cln~,. l1at tl1 a t ·reating Fremont, Pc1ge, 
Taylor, and Ri11go·old c·o11ntie · Wcl, · a1>1)1·oved, tl1er wa 
a l)})I oved an act e. ta1Jli. ·l1ing the temporar)r Count)r of Pot
tawatami 204 toextensi\"e with t11e ce , ion of 1 46. Tl1e ef
fect of tl1i law . eem to l1fl\1 e heen to m,1lre tl1e boundaries 
of tl1 tem])Orar~" ( (ounty· of Pottawatamie ove1·la1) tho e of 

2s2 ~ ee :\fap XV in the ,July, 190 , number of TBE lO"iVA JOURNAL OF HIS· 

TORY AISD POLITICS. 

2E.43 Lau s of Jou.a, l 46-1 471 p. ]14. 

2 84 IJa,r.~ of I ou a, J 46 l 47, p. 115. 
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tl1e fou1· countic ju t nam d.2 85 The territory of Taylor 
("'County seem to have been within the limit of two coun-

• 

ties at the same time, ince there i no way to tell which law 
took preced nc .2sc 

Tl1 tem1)orarJ~ (,ounty of Pottawatamie wa 1·educed in 
size by the act of January 15. 1 51. Thi law l1ad nothing 
to say abo11t tl1e boundaries of Taylor ~ol1nty which, in
deed l1a,Te never been altered directly since tl1e county wa 
establisl1ed by tl1e act of February 27. 1 -1:7. 

P1zio12.- E stal)lisl1ed by tl1e art of ,January 15 1 51.2 7 

the boundaries of nion Count, ha"1te never ince been al-• 

tered. Tl1e ea tern portion of the territory of the new 
ounty l1ad lJe n acquired from tl1e ac and Fox Indian 

by tl1e t ern1s of tlie treaty of October 1]. J -!2. ( S ee :\[ap 
I.) Tl1e we ter11 })ortion come wit11in the li1ni t of the 
es ion of July 15, 1 30 2 ~ of tl1e Pottawattamie re er

,1ation of ,._ J)t mbe1· 26 1 33, and of the Pottawattamie 
C'es ion of June 5 and 17 1 -!6.289 The ._ ame a1·ea wa in-
1 uded within tl1e boundarie of tl1e tempora1·)1 ( 'ount~ ... of 

Pottawatami from 1 47 to 1 31. ( ee hla1J II.) 

Va,i Bure1z.- Van Buren ounty, as fir t e tablisbed. wa 
one of the counties ca1·ved from tl1e oI·iginal County of 
Demoine by an act of the legi latur of the Te1'ritory of 
Wisconsin approved on December 7, 1 36.290 ouil1ea tern 
Iowa not yet having been su1·veyed the boundarie of the 
new county did not follow to\vnship line , as in late1' act 

2s5 See Map X in the July, 1908, number of THE Iowa JOURNAL OF HISTORY 

AND POLITICS. 

286 See also the discussions of Fremont, Page, and Ringgold Counties above. 

281 Laws of Iowa, 1850-1851, p. 21. 

288 For the tribes n1aking this cession see discussion of Taylor County above. 

280 See Map X in the July, 1908, number of THE IowA JOURNAL OF HISTORY 

AND POLITICS. 

2so Laws of the Territory of Wiscon.sin, 1836-1838, p. 76. 
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but were defined in th law as follows: ''beginning at the 
nortl1we t co1·ne1· of Lee; thence outl1 with the we t line 
of said ·ot1nty to th river Des ~foine ; the11ce 111) the 
~ame to where the 1Ii souri line st1·ikes the same· thence 
we t with the aid Missou1·i line to the Indian bou11dary 
line; thence north witl1 the said boundary line twenty-£ ou1· 
miles; th nee ea t to the beginning·. ' 

The chief difficulty in drawing these boundaries on a ma1) 
lie in the location of the starting lJOint. Tl1 boundarie 
of Lee 

1

ounty we1· p1·obably the most obscu1·e of those of 
an)· county named in this act. Th p rplexities wl1ich tlie:r 
}Jresent ha,"e be n discus ed abov .201 Given tl1e starting· 
!Joint, th bounda1·ies of \ Tan Bu1·en ar easily traced, if 
the wording of the a ct is not tak n too literally. The '' In
dian bounda1·y line ' on the west is, of cou1·s , the west rn 
line of the Black Hawk Purchase whicl1 <lid not run du 
north but nortl1 by 2 deg1· es east.292 01· hould it be 
unde1~stood from the definition that the no1·the1·n boundary 
ran due ea t. It. without doubt, ran a little Bouth of a t.293 

In size, Van Bur·en ounty as fi1·st establisl1ed wa prob
ably a trifle smaller than it is today. Its original bound
aries were retain d but littl o,rer a yea1\ since they w re 
rede:finec1 by an act of the l g·islature of tl1e Te1·rito1~y of 
Wi. con in approved on J anua1--y 1 , 1 3 .294 Tl1e n w 
boundaries followed th township lines of the t .Tnited State 
Survey wbir11 had now been completed for tl1is section of 
Iowa in other words, the western boundary was made to 
run due north and south and tl1e nor--thern boundary due 
east and west giving to the county a 1~egula1-- shape. 

201 Sea above p. 66. 

202 Abernethy on Iowa Under Territorial Go vernnients and the Rc1noual of 
the I ndians in the d.nnals of Io-wa, .Tuly, 1906, p. 431 

293 See ~1ap II in the July, 1908, number of THE IOWA JOURNAL OF HIS

TORY AND POLITICS. 
2 04 Laws of the Territory of Wisconsin, 1836-1838, p. 381. 
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B) tl1e. e ·l1angc Van Bt1ren 1ount:y· gained territory in 
it nortl1ea~t rn and 11orthwe tern corner and lo t te1·ri
tor\ 1n it . ·011tl1we .. tern corner. (Jn tl1e whole it mu._ t ba,1e 

• 
0 ~1inecl n101· tl1an it lo t and, therefore -wa inc1·ea. ed a 
trifle in .. ·ize.295 .li., a re ult of thi. redefinition of bouncla1·ies 
a }Jart of tl1 earlie1· ·ol1nt)T ( tl1e 5ontlrwe .. tern corner) was 
no,v l ft Ollt ide of tl1 j111·i. diction of an)1 colrntJ .. whatso

r. Tl1e boundarie. wl1icl1 , , an Bl1ren ount, .. r eceived .. 
in tl1e aet of J an11ary 1 , 1 3 , have ne, ... er been altered. 

1f o. t of tl1e te1·ri to1·. of tl1e J)I'e .. cnt ('1olmt:y· of \.7 an Bu-
1·en wa fo1me1·l~ part of the Black Hawk Pl11·cl1a e n1ade 
from the a and Fox Indian by treaty on ept mbe1· 21, 
1 32. The no1·tl1we tern rorner wa part of the ce ion 
made by tl1e ame tribe. 011 October 21, 1 37. ( ee lap I.) 
.1\.ll exe pt tl1i nortl1we tern part wa al o witl1in the limits 
of tl1e orio-inal 1ounty of Demoine ( ee lap II.) while the 
nortl1ea t 1·n corner was pa1·t of Henry ounty from De-
. mber 7 1 36. to ,T anuary 1 , 1 3 .296 

lf a pello.- v,r apello wa .. creat d by an act of tl1e legi la
tl1re of tl1 T rritory of Iowa, approved on Februar)· 17, 
1 43.207 It boundarie were defined a follow : '' begin
ning at the northwe t corner of J ffe1· on cot1nty (ll)eleven 
and (12) twelve we t, tl1enc we. t on town l1ip line (73) 
.. event:y·-tl1ree and (74) se,1enty-fou1· to range line dividing 
1·ange (15) fifteen and (16) ixteen; thence outh on said 
line, to tl1e nortl1we t corner of Davi col1nty; thence ea t, 
to th Routl1we t corner of Jefferson county; then e north, 
on the 1·ang·e line dividing ranges (11) eleven and (12) 
twel,1 e to the place of beginning·''. From thi quotation it 

20:, ► ee 1ap \ TI in the July, 190 , number of THE Io,vA JoURN'AL OF HISTORY 
A1'i D P OLITICS. 

2po See fap \ Tl in the July, 190 , number of TnE IowA JOURNAL OF HISTORY 

A ~ D POLITICS. 

291 Rcvi.<,Pcl Statut es of the Territory of J otva, 1 4~l, p. 131. 

• 



is .. een tl1f1t tl1 bot111darie& of v\ra1lello ( 1ou11t)'" ,v re cl>
fined in r fere11 e to tl10 .. e of ,T effer on ('101U1ty. Tl1e lcltt r 
col1nty l1ad b e11 e .. tal)Jj lied in 1 39. lt .. · w . ter11 boun 1-• 

ar. wa t11e we. ter11 1111 of tl1e .. 1 c1e and :B,o.· ce ion of O ·
tober :21 l 37 .20

~ Tl1i lin ran not from nortl1 to outl1\ 
but fron1 11ortl1ea:-t to .·011tl1we .. t. Rine tl1 bo11ndi1rie of 
Jeffe1'.0ll 

1ot1ntv 11:11 nev 1· bee11 alterecl in tl1 n1 a11ti1n • 

tl1i ~ nortl1 a t ct11d :outl1\\·e. t 1 ine wa . till tl1 we. terr1 
bo11ndary of ,J effer. 011 in 1 4:i w l1e11 ,,, ,l })ello '\\"a er ~ated. 
Tl1 ea te1·n bo11ndar~T of ,,, a1)ello wc1s, tl1erefore cl f r 
ti-\"·e. ' Bep;innino- clt tl1 nortl1 ,l t ·orne1· of .J ef'fer ~011 

011nty ' ' would not 1) }Jee-inning· on tl1e line l)et,v en rang· 

ele,ren and tw ll· , a · tl1 lc1w irnplie . ncl, . imilarl) .. , th 
ea .. ~te1·11 bo1111da.rv co11ld not rt111 nortl1, fron1 tl1e s011tl1we. ·t .. 
corner of .J ffer. on ( 1ounty, on t11 lin betwee11 rc1ng·p · 
ele,"en and tw I,-e. E,re11 if it did, it would not ar1·i,T at 
''the p]ac· of b 0 ·inning'' m utio11 l abo, .. e. It e m too 
mucl1 to impl,. that tl1 l) ·uliar '\\"Ordi11g of tl1e definition of 
the boun<larie of \ ,\T a1) llo 1ou11t~~ as qt1oted abo,,.e wa 
enoug·l1 to alt 1· le ·ctlly tl1e !oration of tl1 w ~ te1·n bound
ary of .J effer on 1ot1nt~~. 'l,l1e bott11darie~ of Wa1Jello 
fount, l1a ve 11e,,.er been altered bt1t remain defective to-.. 

day-. Tecl1nic,111,T tl1ere exist a triangt1la1-- stri}J of land be-
tween "\Va1)ello and .J effer 011 ot111tie wl1icl1 i included 
within n ith r.209 

Th framer of tl1e ,l ·t of 1 43 undoubted!~,. rnea11t to 
make t11e line 1) twee11 range. el \Te11 a.nd twelve, west, tl1e 
ea tern bound,1ry of \\ ... apello. It i ... o ~1iowi1 on 11c1JJ I. 
Tl1e territor, .. of tl1 cot111ty th11 uncleri too<l wa a part of 

• • 

tl1at acqt1ir·ec1 from tl1e .. a and Fox Indian · by tl1e ceB ion 
of October 11, J 42. ( ~ ee T\fap I.) 

!?{IS See di en ·sion of ,J efl'cr on ounty above p. 58. 

200 ee ~{aps \ ¥II an,l .., ·\T I in the July, 100'3 n un1l>er of THE TO\\."A .ToURN'AL 
OP His'rOR ~ A. 4) f 'Of, I'l'IC:s. 
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Warren.-Tl1 County of Warren was first established 
by an act appro,red on January 13, 1 46.300 Its boundarie 
were defined in the law as follows: ''Beginning at the 
north-we. t corner of 1arion county· thence west along tl1e 
]ine dividjng to\vnships 77 and 7 to the north-west corner 
of to,vn hip 77 north of range 25 we t · thence south to the 
011th-we t co1·ner of to,vnship 71, no1·tl1 of I'ange 25 west; 

thence east, to the south-west corner of iiarion county; 
tl1enre north to the place of beginning.'' This description 
of boundarie contains a serious error. The western bound
ary is extended so far outh tl1at when the southern bound
a1·y is r11n eastward it does not arrive at the southwest 
corner of Marion ounty. It is jmpossible to draw the 
county on a map as its bo11nda1--ies are described above.301 

T11e e1·ror in tl1e section just quoted is very simple. If the 
numb 1· 7 4 be sub tituted f 01-- the ntrmber 71, the boundaries 
wi11 be ro1--rect. Po sibly tl1i i only a printer's erro1·. 
Reference to tl1e originc1l manu cript copy of the act does 
not ho,v·ever enable one to say ju t who is 1--esponsible f 01· 
tl1e rror because the n11mber to be found tl1ere could pa 

· either as a 71 or a 7 4.302 The context show plainly that 
the number l1ould l1ave been interpreted as 74. 

The bounda1·ies wl1ich tl1e act of January 13. 1 -1:6, gave 
or attempted to give to Warren 011nty differed from the 
J)1·esent boundarjes of the co11nty only in the northea t cor
ner. The Des 1oine~ Rive1· f 01·med no pa1·t of the northern 
boundary tl1en but the line between townships 77 and 7 
wa extended clea1· to the northeast corner. In other words 
the county was intended to be f ou1-- to\vnships square. But 

300 Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1845-1846, p. 73 

301 See Map VIII in the July, 1908, number of THE low A J OURNAL OF HIS

TORY AND POLITICS. 

302 See volume for 1845-1846 of the original manuscript copies of the acts 
of the General Assembly as kept on file in the office of the Secretary of State, 
Des Moines, Iowa. 
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it was not allow d to retain this size long, f 01·, by an act 
app1·0,1ed on ,January 17, 1 46 303 Polk ounty was mo,;red 

one range we twa1·d and extend d one to,vn hip outbward 
cau ing it to 0\1 erlap on -fou1·th of the area of 1 arren 

1ounty. Tl1e 1·ea on £01· tl1ese changes in the bo11nda1·ies 
of Polk ounty have be n xplained above.30 4 H 1·e all tl1at 
onceI·n ll i to notice tl1e los of t 1·ritory .. uff e1·ed by 

Warren 'ol1nty. It i , intere ting to note how ,1 e1\ tl1at in 

attem1Jtin°· to extend th limit. of Polk OllDD'" a s 1·ious er-
1·or wa 1nade in tl1e definition o·f it .· bounc1arie . Tl1e 
outhern bot1nda1 .. y ind eel, the one whic11 l1ould have over-

1ap1)ed Warren County, was omitted altog th r. Wl1il 
. ome q11e tion might b 1·ai ed a s to t11 \"aliclity of tl1 
tran.._ fer of t r1·i tory f1·om Wa1·r n to Polk in the ligl1t of 
this er1·or no do11bt 1·emains a s to tl1e intention. of t.l1e 
frame1-. of tl1e act. All q11 . tions of dot1bt w 1·e set at 1·est 
lJy an a ct appl'o,1ed on ,January 2 , 1 4-7,305 by whicl1 tl1 
boundaries of Poll{ 011nty "Tere again defined and the 1·-

1·01· in the la t law cor1·ected. o change wer made in 
the bounclaries of Polk, tl1e act being me1·e1y a cop3r of that 
of J an11a1·y 17, 1 46. with tl1e missing l)ol1ndar)7 inrludecl.300 

The 11nc1er ... tanding of the citizens o.f "\V a1·ren C1011nt)" con
{'erning the four townsl1ips tran f e1·red to Polk bJ' tl1e acts 
of 1 46 and 1 47 eem. to l1a\" been that tl1ey were m erely 
loaned in orde1 .. to enable Fort Des ~1oine to get tl1e coun
ty-seat. At any rate an agitation was begun at once to sc-
ure their 1·et11rn to the former count\T. Thi result was • 

brought abo11t by an act a1Jprov d on ,T an11ar),. 14 1 53,307 

303 Laws of the Territo, y of Iowa, 1845-1846, p. 75. 

304 See above p. 86. 

305 Laws of Iowa, 1846-1847, p. 33. 

aoo ee Map IX in the July, 1908, number of THE IOWA .JOURNAL OF HIS
TORY AND POLITICS. 

301 La ws of Jou.a, 1852-1853, p. 40. 
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,vhercin tl1 ~ l>ot1r1clari of v,7 arren 011nt"· were r defined 
• 

i11 11cl1 u WH) c:1~ to re. tor to t11at juri. rliction tl1e four 
to\\"r1 ; hi1>, i11 q11 tion. I11 n1c1l,ir10- the restit11tio11, l1owever, 
tl1at J)n rt of to,v11 l1ip 77 nortl1, 1·ange 22 we. t wl1iC'l1 lay 
nortl1 of t 11 J)p ;\[oinc> · Ri,, r ,vcl, 1·e er,.,ed to Polk. The 
bot111clari . re ·ei,r d l>y w~lrr ll ( 'ountJr tl1rou 0 ·l1 tl1e ,let of 
.Tn n11n r~· 14, 1 53, l1n ,, not bee11 alt r d . inc . 

TJ1e territorJr of \\·,1rr n ( 1011nt!,. ,vn acquir d from the 

~ 
1
,1r a11d Fo"\ I 11{lic111~ l>\" tl1e ter1n. of tl1 treaty of Oc·tober . ~ 

11, 1 42. (~ nfa1> I.) 'I'l1 nortl1 r11 ti0r of town~l1iJ), 
('arne "~i tl1i 11 tl1 1 im it. of tl1e ori 0·iual 10U11tv of I.,.. ol{uk 

• 

<'• tab]i. l1ed i11 1 :17 clncl r cl11recl ir1 ize in 1 .J.-:3. (,. e l\1aI) 
I I.) Tlt(l .. (_) ~,1n1e t o~-11 l1i I s cl ' "Te 11,1 ,,.e ell read~r Ree 11, b -
1 ong (l to Po 11< ( '1 1111 i) f ron1 1 4(, to 1 .5:~. 

Tfasll1J1gtou.-\\ ... a. l1i11°to11 ( 1

01111t)r vta orig·inull)'" er -
atccl as Rln11g·l1te1· ao ( 1ou11t~- 1>~· c111 act. of tl1e legiblature of 
tl1 Terri tor!· of \\"'1. eo11 "i 11 :1}J}>l'O\'ec1011 ,J ,lnuarJr 1 , l t :3 . H)!) 

~'l1i. act ,v,1 . one r0defini11°· tl1 bouudc1r,· line;--- of tho . 
• 

c·o11uti s C',1r,1 cl lJjT tl1) law of J) c;)1111>er 7, 1 :36, from the 
ori 0 ·i11al ( 1ot1ntv· of I) 111oi11c. 'l1l1e t,,~ la,,~ cliff red in tl1at • 

tl1e e<1rli r one i11 lt1d cl ,l ·011nt)~ <'cllled ( 1oolc, wl1icl1 ,\a· 
on1it.t cl f101n tl1e J,1ter ,lC't wl1ill\ tl1e l,1iter i11 lud cl a ('Ot111-
1 )' c,1 llecl Sl a t1g liter not 111eu tio11e l i11 tl1 f or111er . 

.. 

1 ln11g]1ter (iol1nt)" i.· not to lJe rou. iclerecl a · cl ·ontir1u,1-
tior1 of (iool< (1 ount),.:-iio 011e of its territory e,1m frou1 
tl1e Jatt0r. .i\fo .. t of it, ir1 fact, wa. r cei,Tecl from tl1e orig·i-
11a 1 rounti . of Lo11i. cl and {usquiti11e.a11 Pos ibl~- tl1e 
so11tl1,v t aorner l1ad })ecn wit.l1in tl1 limit of the 01·i 0 ·inal 
c ◄o11nt, .. of' I-I nr . It i .. r rtai11 ll1at tb nortlrw . t cornrr • • 

:ios Sec \fnp \ 1 1n the .Jul), 190 , nun1ber of THE Io,,·,\ JOURl-.AL OF Il IS1'0RY 

AND I>o1.1 r1us. 

Joo Lau,s of Ille 1'errilory of 1ru:co11si11, 1 3G-18~ , p. :{ l 

a1osco hclo,, p. 117 . 

.:it1. t'e 1np , · 1 in the .Tuly, 1~)0 , nurnher of TuI-: Io" A J ouBN.AL OF HISTORY 

AND POLITICS. 



wa new 
the limit 
date . 

t rri to ry. 1-\.l l 
of the original 

.pce1)t thi "' l)c1rt had been 

ountJ· of l)emoine clt an 
within 

arlier 

. l\. ount in ·lud .)tl town-.. 
ship 74 75, and 76 nortl1 of 1·ange-, 5 6 7 and . ,,re .. t. Tl1e 
three ea ternmo t tow11 l1ip tl10. e in ra11g·e fi, e, ,1re 110,v 

part of Loui a ounty. Tl1e 1·emainin°· nine tow11. l1i1). ,lre 
J)art of Wa hinglon (. ount today. '3 12 

The 01·iginal ount)" of ,._ la11g·l1ter wa8 1·ec111c d in . izc by 
an a ·t of the leg·i latu1· of tl1e T r1·ito1·y of Io'\\ .. ,1 ~llJ})l' \'eel 
on January 1~, 1 39.313 Tl1i .. · a ct, tl1e title of wl1icl1 r f err cl 
only to Loui. a 1ount)~, 1· d fined tl1 bounclarie of tl1a t 
co11nt:v· in . 11cl1 a wa,T a , .. to inf•lude witl1in tl1em tl1e tl1ree . ~ 

ea t rnmo t to,vn l1iJ) of 1..
1 laught r 011nt3r altl1011g·h tl1 

latter was not mentioned in the act. Thi lo s of territory 
• 

left ~ laughter 1ount3r on1y tl1r to'Wll l1i1J, 01· eigl1tee11 
miles, quare in , ize-tl1e . 111a lle t cotmtJr ,,er i11 luclecl 
within tl1e limit of Iowa. In thi r ecluced fo1·m it r 111,1iued 
in e.xi te11ce on t'\'· tl1i1·te '.)11 da,- , for on ,J itn11arv :23, 1 b;J!) 

• • • 

there wa. a11proved an act 314 of tl1 legi. latl1r of t11e '1,er-
ritory of Iowa wl1icl1 ·l1anged tl1e nam of ., l ,1 t1g·l1ter 101tn
ty to ,Vc1. }1ing·to11 }111d tl1en enlarg ed th latter b)· cxte11(i
ing it limit 011e tow11sl1i1J fa. rt]1e1· nortl1 and 011 1·ange 
fartl1e1· ,vest. 13y tl1e 'e cl1,tngf tl1e c·ot111t:v· g·ained \ en 
town. l1i1)s and recei,1 ed J)ra )tically it s 11re. ent te1·rito1~~r. 

On n101·e l1ange liar] to be m,1de, however, before 111e 
boundarie8 of 1\ ... ,1 hing·ton C1ot1nt)r were to become 1Jer111a-
11cnt. Thi. ·l1ang Wcl made lJ)' <lll net of t11e leg·i. la ture 
of the T e1·ritory of lo'\'ta aJ)J)ro,red on Jl1nc 5, 1 -1-5,3 1;, , l)y 

~12 See ~Sap VII in the ,Tuly. 190 , nurnber of '1'11g TO\\'A ,JOURXAJ, o~· l[1s-
TORY AND P Ol,ITIC.S. • 

3 13 J.,a1rs of the 1'errif or11 of Jou,a, 18J - J8~P. p. 9. 

314 Lau·s of t he T errztorv of Jou a. 183 -1839, p. 100. 

::1:, La u;s of the 'l'crritorlJ of l ou,a, 1845, p. 66. 
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the terms of which the Iowa River was made the boundary 
line betwe n th two ·ounties for ome ix or eight miles. 
Wa hington 1ount~, lo t to Johnson that part of town. hip 
. e\~euty- even nortlJ range si.-x: we t, which lay east of the 
Iowa Ri,,er. , ~ince 1 45 the boundaries of Washington 

ol1nty l1ave not been alte1~ea. 
'l'l1e territorJ,. included within the present limits of 

,:\! ... a. l1ing·ton ('ounty wa acquired f1--om the Indians in three 
. pi1rate t1·eatie.. All of it was ceded by the ac and Fox 
Indian . Nea1·ly half of the county (the southea tern por
tion) b lor1gecl to the Black Hawk Pu1·chase of eptembe1 .. 
21\ 1 32. The no1'thea tern corner was part of the Keolnur 
Re e1·,1 e ceded to the nited tates government eptember 
2 , 1 36. The we tern and northwestern portions were ac
q11ired by treaty of October 21, 1 37. ( ee Map I.) 

The ea t rn portion of the county al o belonged, for a 

time. to tl1e original ounty of Demoine. ( ee Map II.) 
C"ertain portions were included a little late1-- within the lim
its of "ook, Iusquitine, Louisa and Henry counties as es
tablished by the act of January 1 , 1 3 .318 

Way1z e.- Wayne ounty was created by an act of the 
1egislatu1· of the Territo1·y of Iowa approved on January 
13, 1 46.317 The boundaries received at this time have ne,1er 
been altered. 

The territory of Wayne ounty was entirely within the 
limits of that ces ion of land made to the United tates 
govern1nent by the ac and Fox Indians in the treaty of 
Octobe1-- 11, 1 42. I t probably lay entirely west of the line 
by which the ce ,jon was divided into two parts. ( ee 
Map I.) 

316 See j\fap VI in the July, 1908, number of THE IOWA. JOURNAL OF HISTORY 

AND POLITICS. 

311 Lau·s of the Territory of I 01va, 1845-1846, p. 73. 



W cbster.-Web ter County did not 1·ecei,Te it I re. ent 
boundaries 11ntil 1 57 or possibly not until 1 60. The co11n
ty wa not c1--ea ted b)T tl1e important act of J anl1a1·}'" 15, 
1 51. bv which mo. t of tl1e co11nties of nortl1wc. te1·11 Iowa • 

were e. tabli l1ecl. Tl1i · act ·reated on the p1·esent ite of 
,Veb ter the 

1
ounty of Y 11. Just no1 .. tl1 of Yell WclS Hum

bolt (not the present 1ount~· of Humboldt) wl1icl1 included 
the no1·thern tier of io\rn. l1i1) in the p1·e ent 1ounty of 
~ .... eb ... te1·. Fox 1ountv wa located west of Yell and Rislev 

• • 

eac:;t.31 
1 Torth of Rumbolt wa.· J{o s11tl1. tl1en only fou1· 

to\vnship<3 square and nortl1 of J{o .. 11tl1 tl1ere was stab
Ii hed the -..ounty of Banc1·oft. eql1al in iz to Emmet ar1cl 
\\

7
innebag·o. The countie j11. t mentionec1 w 1·e d<?stined to 

undergo a large number of bol1ndary cl1ange. before tl1c 
p1·esent condition. were e tablic:;}1 cl. 

On J an11ary 12 1 53, the1·e Wcl, U})p1·oved an art 310 rela
tive to tl1e attachment ancl oro-anization of countie , tl1e 
four th section of wl1ich chang·cd tl1e name of Risley (.,.ounty 
to Web ter. The act p1·ovided that it hould tak effect 
upon publication in tl1e Capital Repo,ter and in the lo1ca 
Republica1z. certificat i 0 ·ned by the ecretary of tate 
accompanies the law to the effect that it was published in 
tl1e Capital Reporter on ,January 19. 1 53, and in ihe I o1ca 
R e1;ublica1i on J an11ary 22. 1 33. It went into effect, there
fore, on the latter date. It should be remembe1--ed at tl1is 
point that the Count} ... of Risley l1ad been j11st south of 
Wrigl1t and tl1at it w-,1s coextensive in Rize and location with 
the present ounty of Hamilton. 

On tl1e same day upon which the act cl1anging the na1n 
of Risley County to Web ter went into fo1·ce a11othe1-- art 
bearing the title of '' An Act to c1--eate the co1mty of Web-

31s Ree Map XI in the .July, 1908, number of THE IOWA JOURNAL OF His
TORY AND POLITICS. 

319 Lau·s of Iowa, 1852-1853, p. 2 . 
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ter'' '\\",t. Ul)l)ro,;red.320 Tl1is law wl1icl1 wa. \·ery brief 
• 

J)rovid d for tl1 union of Yell and Ri. lev countie~ into a ., 

n w couuty to be called "\'\T b ter. The act wa to go into 
fore UJ)Oil l)tll)]icaiion in tl1e I Olta Star. 1 To accompanJr
ing wor<l frorn tl1c erreta1·y of ~ tate tells wl1en tl1e act 
wn . o l)UlJli l1ecl. ...\. diligent eaI· 11 tl1rough tl1e file of the 
Io 1vcc ,_ fer r fail to r veal tl1e <lat of J)ublication. Tl1e 
writer i. J)ractiC'ally certain that tl1e law wa. not printed 
in tl1at })tl}Jer ,tt all. In def atilt of . ucl1 publication the act 
m11 t l1c1,re g·one into for ·e upon tl1e fir ·t of .J tll)r follow
ing·.321 F ron1 tl1i it iH e,rident that tl1 act of .January 12 
went into force before tl1e act of .January 22 did. It fol
lo,,T:-, tl1 n, tl1at wl1en tl1 latter act went into force the1·e 
w,1~ no l{i ley ( 011nt)'" to be united to Yell in creating a new 
ount~r to be called \f el) ter indeecl, there wa a ("ounty of 

1,r el)~t r a]read~T in exi ten ·e. It i diffi ult to a;T ju"'t 
wl1c1t i, tl1e . elution of tl1i puzzle. It eem that ·e1~tain 
leg1 ·lato1 · wi'lied to g·et rid of tl1e name Riley and Yell, 
ancl tl1at they wc1nted to l1onor \\T eh. ter by naming a cou11t)
f or l1in1, lJut that tl1ey could not g·et iog·etl1e1· in the matter 
of tl1cir bill . In . pite of the fact that the Jaw chan°·ing 
tl1c name of Risle}T ('011nt}T to ,,Teb ter went into effect be
fore th law providing for the lmion of Ri ley and Yell 
rot1ld possiblJT ha,re done o Ia t 1· e ion of tlle leg·i la
ture looked upon "\Veb ter ountJ' a the I)roduct of tl1e 
seeond law, and, therefo1~e! eont,1ining tl1e territor)- of both 
tl1e former co11ntie. of Ri ley and Yell.322 

Tl1is larg·e colmty was increa ed in 'ize 1))7 an act a1)
provcd on ,J anuc1ry 24, 1 55, by the terms of wl1icl1 tl1e coun
tie" of Ban ·roft and Huml)olt were blotted out.3 :!3 Tl1e ter-

:.20 Lau•s of Ioua, 1852-1853, p. 7 

a21 Code of Iowa, 1851, Chapter 3, section 2~. 

:122 See :Ofap XII in the .July, l90S, nunlber of THE Io¼ .\ JoL &~AL OF H1s
TORV ANO POLITICS. 

32:1 Lau;s of lo1ia, 185 ~-1 55, p. 210. 



ritorJ" of Ban ,roft wa. gi,"' n to Ko utl1 c-1ount)" wl1il that 
of I-Il1mbo1dt wa. di\"ided e, ... enl)7 between Ir o. ·l1tl1 and Web
, te1· countie ·, tl1e latte1· gaining eig·l1t ql1are town 11i1), b}t 

tl1e tran, fe1·.a 24 Thi. law 1 ro,Qe.. tl1at tl1 legi~l a tt11·e 
looked UJJon \V 11 ter ( 101111t:v· a, for111ccl 1)>- tl1e t1uic)n of tl1 
f orme1· cot1ntie of \ 11 a11cl ]~ i 1 <'}", bera u tl1a t }Jcl rt of 
Ht1mbolt 1

01111tv ,vl1i cl1 Wcl. no,v nclclecl to ,,, l)~ter was 
• 

<'OD ti 0 ·uo11 to tl1at }Jart of "\\7 e b. ter ,, ... l1icl1 11::1(1 for111erly 
l)e n wit11in tl1e limit~ of Yell. Hac1 "\\'" el). t r 1011nt,T be n 

• 

lool{ecl l1}J011 . in111l~ a .· I~i" le)" wit11 tl1e na111e cl1an°· cl tl1 n 
tl1e act of ,J anl1a r,· 24, l 55. cot1ld not 11,1 ,.. a(lcled to "\V b~ • 

t 1· hn1f of tl1 t rrito1 ,r of Rumbolt . 
• 

B3"' an a t a 111 >ro\·ecl on 1)eeen1 l>er ~:2 I 36/12;. tl1a t })art 
of "\Veb~ter l 1ot1nt~· wliicl1 ln)· e:1:st of tl1e line di,.ricling 
1·ange tw nt}1 -, ix ancl tw n t~r- e,re11 '\"'C. t, ~, ... a. Preet0d i11 to 
a new c♦ount,· to lJ call d I{c1milton.=12

1; By tl1i .· cl ·t '\\7 el). ier 
• • 

"ount. 1o. ·t two-fiftl1._ of it t rritor) .. l)11t it wa: ."'oon to lose 
more, f 01· a bo11t n 111ontl1 lat 1·, l))"' nn n rt cl 1)})1·0, .. ecl on fJ anu
ar ... :2 1 ;7,=i2 ; <luring tl1e ~<1n1e . e , io11, tl1 le 0 ·i. lature ('re
atecl tl1e new 'fo11nt~ of Ffuml)olc1t 1)eiw en W rigl1t and 
Pocal1onta. ·. 'rl1e new ju1·i dictio11 containecl on1)T twelve 
, ql1a 1·e to \\'D. ]1i1J, , i 0 ·11 t of wl1 i 11 it r ceived f ro111 I o , uth 
(1011ntv and four fro1n ,,T eb. te1·. B)'" tl1i. law ,\,. eb. ter ( 1ol1n-

• 

ty wa 1·edt1ced to tl1e jze wl1i ·11 it po "e -. e. tocla~r. '1'11 new 
011nt,t of HumlJo]dt wa fot11· . qt1are town ~bi1J malle1~ 

~ 

tl1an ,,71·igl1t and Pocal1onti1~. It wa . al . o . 111alle1· t11a11 it, 
p1·edece. or Rumbolt e ta bli.--l1ed in 1 51 ll])OD tl1e ·an1e 

ite. Tl1i wa. prohably a mj take. t an)T rate at tl1e 11e.:·t 
se ion tl1e legi latu1'e }Ja .. ed an art, ap1J1·oved on 11arcl1 

324 ee Map XITI in the .July, lPO , nur11bP1· of "I'HE Io,vA .TouRNAJ, OF r11s
TORY AND POLITICS. 

a2:; Lau•s of lou·a, 1856-1 57, p 11. 

a20 See ~fap XIV in the .July, 1$l08, number of THE Io,,A Jot·R!-.AL OF His
TORY AND POLITIC'S. 

a21 la u•s of Iowa, 1856 l :57, p. 199. 
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11, 1 5 ,3 28 wl1ich was meant to be explanato1·y of the act of 
.J anuar:v· 2 , 1 57. The new law afte1· claiming tl1at H11m-
1Jolc1t 01mty had suffered a lo s of te1·ritory tl1roug·l1 the 
})rinting of the act by which it was established and al '"'o 
tl1at tl1e original of the bill had been lo t, proceeded to con
. true tl1e act of Januarv 2 , I 57, in st1ch a wav a. to make 

~ .. 
Ht1D1bol(lt ount)r include to,vnship 90, ranges 27 ~ , 29, 
and 30 we. t. Furthermore, the act defined tl1e boundarie. 
of tl1e county anew in uch a way as clear--ly to include tl1e 
t errito1-y in dispute.32 9 Tl1is amendato1·y law was not sub
mitted to tl1e peo1)le for 1 ati.fication a the c:onstitution of 
Iowa330 which went into force on e1Jtember 3, 1 57. had 
requi1·ed of all future law which migl1t ha,.,e for-- their pt11·
po. e the alte1·a tion of county boundarie . onsequently 
wl1en a ca e calling· in question the leg·ality of the act of 
l\f arcl1 11, 1 5 was appealed from the Dist1--ict 011rt of 
Webster 1ounty to the upreme ("011rt of Iowa. the latter, 
in a decision handed do ,vn on December 4 1 60, decla1·ed 
the statute null and void.331 The court held that the act did 
not 1·elate back to the statute of whicl1 it claimed to be 
amendatory, and il1at as an independent act it was invalid 
because it had neve1-- been submitted to the l)eople of the 
counties conce1·ned for 1·ati:fication. As a re ult of this de
cision Web te1-- 011nty reg·ained the fot11-- to,vn hip which 
tecl1nically it had never lost, and its bol1ndaries became pe1·
manent, tl1at is, tl1ey l1ave not ince been alte1--ed. 

In addition to the above it should be noted that tl1e south
ern tie1-- of to,vnships in the p1·esent county came within the 
limit of tl1e original County of Benton from 1 37 to 1843, 

32s Lau·s of I o1oa1 1858, p. 49. 

320 Sec Map X't in the .July, 1908, number of THE IowA JOURNAL OF Hrs
TORY AND POLITICS. 

330 See Article III, section 30. 

3s1 Duncombe vs Prindle, 12 Iowa 1. 

• 
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the remainder of tl1e county falling during the ame periocl. 
within the juri diction of the 01·iginal ounty of Bu l1anan. 
( ee Map II.) 

The ter1'itory of W bster l'epresents tl1re Indian 1~1nd 
ces~ion . Tl1e northwe tern corner of the count wa ced-.. 
ed on ,July 15, 1 30~ UJ)On wl1icl1 date all those t1·ibes 332 ha\T-
ing· any claim to tl1e Roil of we. ter11 lo\\Ta 1·elinql1isl1ed the 
.. ame to tl1e nited 

1
tate. . Tl1e nortl1ea. tern JJortion of 

tl1e ounty wa acqui1·ed from tl1e Sacs a11d Foxe. l)y tl1 
te1n1s of a treaty . igned on the same date. Thi ce ion 
f 01·mecl part of the . o-call d ' T el1t1·al G1·ound ''. The bulk 
of tl1e soil of Web ter ounty '"'a · acql1i1·ed from tl1e ,. 1ar. 
and Foxe by tl1 ce ion of Oc-tolJer l], 1 42. ( ee ~f,11) I.) 

Wi,11zebago.- \Vinne1Jag·o 011nty wa c1·eated by an act 
ap1)ro,red on .Januar)~ 15, 1 51.333 Its bounda1·ie. l1a,re 
neve1· been l1ang·ed. ~'i. e tablisl1ed the ro1mty on
tained only 40 . ql1are mile and was, t l1e1' fore. 11nconsti
tutional .. ince the on titution of 1 463 3 ! forbacle tl1e 1-- c
tion of new col1ntie witl1 a1·ea of I ss than 432 qu,l1·c 
miles. W 01·tl1, Bancroft, Emmet Dirkin on and Osceola 
countie created by tl1e ame act, and of tl1 same size, po. -
essed a irnilar . tatt1s. However none of tl1ese countieR 

had been organized wh n tl1 new tat "onstitution of 
1 57 went into fo1·ce. Tl1i do ·ument 1· peatecl the l)l'O 

vision of the Constitution of 1 46 which for bade the e1·ec
tion of new cot1nties or the organization of old ones, with 
an a1·ea of less than 432 square miles. At the same time it 
made an exception in favor of the 01·g·anization of Winne
bago and the ot11er counties mentioned above, whose ar·ea 
according to tl1e act c1--eating them was les. than 1·equired 

3s2 See below p. 114. 

saa Laws of I owa, 1850-1851, p. 27. 

334 See Article XI, section 2, of Constitution of 1846. 



b)1 t}1e on titution.~3 :; In tl1i ,V"a)r both the or0 ·anization 
t1nd tl1 exi. t nee of ""\ ... innebago Ollnty were macle legal. 

'rl1 territor)'T of tl1e co11nt)1 W,l . ceded to tl1e Unitecl 
" tate. b)1 tl1e ~Ietlewaknnton, \\ ... ,1h1Jel{uta, v\7 al1pcton, and 
Sisseton bttncl of tl1e 1 antee Riol1x acco1~ding to t11c te1ms 
of two treatie. igned July 23 ancl August 5 1 51. ( ee 

fa1) I.) Tl1l1. it i seen tl1at tl1e . oil of \Vinnebago. on tl1e 
<late of tl1e erection of the county l1ad not yet been acquired 
from it. Indian o,v11er . Dl1ring the ten year► from 1 :37 
to 1 47 tl1e ,1rec1 of Winnebago w~1 i11cl11dec1 witl1in tl1e 
limit" of tl1e 01·i 0·inal and temJ)Orar)-r 011nty of Fa)1 ette. 
( ee ~Ia1J IT.) 

1Vi1111r. ll1 elc.- Tl1i. eo11nt)~ wa: carved f1·0111 tl1e original 
( 'lol1nt)1 of Fa)-ette (.._ ee 1a1) II.) by an act 330 of tl1e fir t 
General s~e1nbl·v of tl1e tatc of Iowa. It boundarie as 

• 

clefinecl in tl1i. law l1a,T ne,re1· been altered. The territory 
incl11d cl witl1in tl1e new tol1nt,r l1ad been o rerentlv ac-

• • 

quired from tl1e Indian 337 that it l1ad not yet been urveyed 
by the 1rnited tates o-o,Tern1nent. Tl1e treaty of ces ion 
had not yet been ratified bv the nited tate enate or the . ~ 

Indians remo,1 ed from tl1e land.33 Becal1. e of tl1e e facts 
tl1e ro11nt. omn1i .. ioner of ('Ila~ ton ( ounty were author
iz din the act to l1a,re the boundarie of tl1e new county sur
veyed and marlred off, tl1e boundarie . o e tabli hed to be 
rerog·nized until tl1e government survey bould l1ave been 
completed. la. ton 011n~" w,1 to be r eimbur ed by Win
ne. l1iel"" fo1· the :xpen e inr11rred. 

The territor~1 of Winne hiek ounty repre ent.. e,,era1 
Indian lancl ce ·siou . Tl1e ouil1ea .. tern portio11 wa ar-

33:; Seo Article .J. T, section 2, of Co11stitution of 1 57 

aaG A pprovecl on Fe bru;\ry 20, 184 i. ee Lau•s of Iowa, 1 46-l 4 7, p. 1. 

337 By trPaty of October 13, 1846. 

338. re section 3 of the act. 
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q11i1·ed from tl1e i ac and Fo .. e by the treaty of Jl1ly 15, 
1 30. ( ee nia11 I.) Tl1e 1·e1nainde1· of the county. except 
tl1 no1'thwe.._ t co1·11e1·, wa acquirec1 from various tribes of 
tl1e ioux by a t1--ea ty of the ame date. Tl1e. e two ces ions 
con .. tit11tcd tl1e o-call ] '' N c11t1"al Strip'' 01" '' G1'ound'' of 
whicl1 mo t of \'\ inne hiel{ ounty formed a part. T11e 
ea tern pa1·t of tl1e '' .i. T e11tral t1-i1) ' wa8 g·iven a. a 1·eser
'Tation by the lT11itec1 ._ tate govern1nent to tl1e inneba
goe on eptember 15 1 32. It wa redecl back to tl1e goY'
ernment by tl1e ame Indian in a t1·eaty c:;ignecl on October 
13. 1 46. The countJ ... of Winnesl1iel{, wit]1 tl1e exception of 
a mall a1·ea in tl1 no1·thwe t formed a !)art lJotl1 of tl1e 
re. er, ... ation of l 32 and of tl1e ce sion of 1 46. Tl1e nortl1-
we t corne1· of tl1e co11ntv wa. not ceded until 1 31 wl1en it .. 
wa acquirec1 from tl1 fou1' band of antee Sioux h3,. ,t 
treaty dated July 23rd and August 5th. ( ee 1fap I.) 

Woodbury.-"'\\ ... oodbury 'fou.nty wa~ rreat d under· tl1e 
name of "\\-r ahkaw b37 an act of the tate legislature of 
Iowa approved on January 15, 1 51.339 It bounda1·ies a 
defined in tl1 is a t w 1·e de. c1·ibed a foll ow. : '' Beginning· 
at the no1·tl1-we t corner of township 89 north of range 41 
we. t; thence we t to the middle of the main cl1annel of tl1e 
big iou_"\: 1·i~;rer · tl1ence do,vn in the middle of tl1e main chan
nel of tl1e aicl big· ioux 1·i,, r to the middle of tl1e main 
channel of tl1e ~fissouri 1·iver; th nee down the middle 
of the main channel of the i1issouri ri,7 e1· to the intersec
tion of to \\'n hiJJ line between townships 5 and 86; tl1enre 
ea t on the line between townsl1ips 5 and 86 to tl1e soutl1-
we t corner of to,vnsl1ip 1 nortl1, 1·ange 41 we t; thence 
nortl1 on tl1e line dividing 1·anges 41 and 42 to the 
place of beginning. '' These boundaries a1·e quoted be-
ause tl1ey contain an erro1· in connection with the location 

339 Lau s of I ou,ia, 1850-1 51, p. 27. 
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• of tl1e 011tl1 ,1. ter11 ·orne1-- of tl1e ·ount,,. ,~ .. l1ere tl1e act 
• 

• el< to l1av tl1e . outliern 1Jound~1I'"\T of the 011nt,· run 
• • 

'' eel t on tl1e li11c bet,\-een to"·u ... l1ir>. 5 ,111d c; to tl1e soutli-
,vc -- t eor11 r or to~v11 l1i1) 1 nortl1 rang·e 41 ,v . t'' it at
tem1>t tl1 i1111)0, :·il1le. Tl1e line l1ould 11a,1e r11r1. of <·our. e, 
to tl1e . 011tlrwe ·t eorn r of tow11 l1i1) (5. r,1n°·e 41 we:st. 
'Tl1e b011tl1-,v-e. t co111 r of tow11 l1i1) ( 1 nortl1, r,1u 0 ·e 41 

,ve t,'' i in tl1e nortl1ea tern })c1rt of IIurri..,on ( 101mt)· . 
..c\ defi11 l ,1lJo,·e it i. impo. ible to dra"· tl1e bounclarie .. 

of tl1 co11nt) on ,l u1,11). ~11rro11nclin°· c·o1111t1e"', howe,.rer, 
ga,re to "\Val1l{cl\\,. it l1apc on tl1e lllcl}) of lowa.::-lv Tl1e 
nan1c of tl1 ·ount~, wa cl1angecl to \\T ooclb11r)" b)1 an act 
fl11})l'0\1 ec1 or1 ,J au11ar)" 12, 1 3:3,341 l)ut its bound,1r1e. l1a,, 
ne,rer l) >en C'Ol'I'Cetecl a11d ren1ai11 defe ti,re toda,r.=~4

:.! • 

Tl1 soil of "\\" ooclbl11~J·· ('011nty wa. cl ·q11irec1 from the 
India11. tl1rOll 0 ·11 tl1e treaty of tr 111>~ 15, 1 :JO, ll})Oll wl1icl1 
date tlte 8,1<'. n11c1 Fo.· , Omal1a ·. Iowa., Otoe. i\Ii ... ol1ri .. 
a11cl the :\1ec1ewakanton, "\\ .. c1l11)ek11ta. "\\""al11)(lton. a11cl Hi ... _ 
seto11 lJa11cl · of tl1e Hantee Siou · ceded to tl1e U11itecl ~ ... tate. 
all their claim to we tern I owcl. ( Ree ~f a1) I.) The .. 011tl1-

rnmo:t tier of town hip of vVoodbury· 1ounty wa · witl1in 
tl1e limit of tl1 original ( 1ounty of Benton from 1 37 to 
1 43. Dtlriug tl1e Rame l)eriod tl1e ter1·itor~'" compri ing· tl1e 
1· maind r of ,Voodl)ury belonged to t11e orig·ina l County 
of Burl1ant1n. ( Ree Ia1 II.) Tl1e oil of ,,r oodl)llr~· C1ot1n
ty neve1~ rame witl1in tll lin1it. of tl1e te11111orar> {'1011nt)" 

of Pottawatamie. 

W ortl1.- reated by the act of ,T anunrj· 15, 1 51,:!43 

3.10 See 1\Iap Xl in the ,JuJy, 190 , nn1nber of THE Io,YA JOURNAL 01-· His

TORY ..\ND POLITICIS. 

0 1 1 La1us of lo,ua, l 52-1 33. p 2 . 
a12 See 1Iap XVI in the ,July, 190 . un1nber of THE ro,vA Jou&:--AL OF Hrs

TORY .AN D POLITICS. 

S43 Latvs of Iowa, l !30-1 51, p. 27. 
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1\r 01·tl1 
1

011ut:r ,va at fir. t an illeg·al jt1ri~diction bec,111. e it 
contain d oul~7 40 . <Jun1 e 111ile of ie1·ritor ,vl1il tl1e Stat 

on. titl1tion req11ire<1 a 111ini111t1U1 ,11e;.1 of 4:>:.? , fJtiar~ 

mile .
344 

Tl1e ·ountie of "\\,.inn bago B,111croft, E11unet 
Dicl{in on. clnd O ... ceol,1. er a ted l), tJ1e 8,11nc a ·t ,,rc r ~ ,tl o 

• 

under izecl. ... ... O11e of tlt 111 wer org·,111izecl l)cfore 1 57, in 
wlticl1 -enr tl1 n 1 w 

1011vtitutio11 of 1owa w 11t i11to ff.ect . ., 

Tl1i · doct1m 11t 11ot 01Jl,r forllad tl1e e t ,l1lli l11r1 nt of' an,r . ~ 

new 'OlIUt),", bt1t \"' 11 tl1 org·nuiz,1tio11 of ,1n~r ol<l one, wit]1 
n11 area of le tl1a11 43~ . q11,1r 111ilc _:J 4ri 1\ t tl1c an1e ti111e 
tl1e on. tit11tiou 111aclc c111 ex<:e1)tion in fa,101· of tl1e or0 ·,111-
iza tion of "\\ ortl1 and t lie otl1 r co11n ti . "l'e. t of it in tl1 
same tier, tl1e area. of ,vl1ic]1, ac- ·ordi11°· to tl1e ,l<·t of 1 51, 

were Je. tL,111 4-;3~ .. c1u<1re mile · ear 11. In tl1i. Wcl. • tl1 eo11n
ty of ,, ortl1 ,vc1 °·i,·en cl legal tat11 . Ot11e1·wi. e it._ .. lJ01111cl
arie"' ba,1 e Il()\" l" lJe n ,1Iterea . inc it \'Vcl. fir. t . tabli. 11 tl. 

The t rrito1•~T of , 01·tl1 ( 1ot1nt)r ,,,.a. e cled to tl1 .,..nit (1 
State .. lJ>· tl1e nI d wakauto11~ ,, ... a1)el{t1tn, '\Val11Jeto11, c111d 

i eton band. of t11e Santee Siol1x in two t1·ea ti es dated 
1·e.pectivel~,. on .July 23 and l1gu.t 5, 1 51. ( .. 1 ee J\l a1) I.) 
It wa. · <t L o includ cl from 1 ~7 to 1 47 witl1i11 tl1 limit of 
the originftl c~ounty of F,1~r tt . ( l 1e fa1} If.) 

Tf', igl,t.-Tl1e lJouudari of 
fined and tl1 <·o u11 t,f ·1·ea t <}cl b1 

• • 

"\Vri O lit 'lount,t ,,·ere de-
• 

tl1e i1111101·t,111t net of .Jan-
l1,1rv 1 ~, 1 ,51.34 n It. lJ01111dc1rie l1ave nc,l'e1· )Jee11 ,1lt re(l . • 

The territo1·y of v'\"'"rigl1t 1011niy re1)re. ent. two Indi,111 
laud c-e ·ion. l>otl1 of wl1i~l1 ,,·ere 1nad l lJ)~ tr atieR clatecl 
,July 15, J :30. Tl1e soutl1er11 pc1 rt of tl1e co1111t)1 ,va. reclecl 
lJJT the Sae. ,111<l Fox . · tlJ nort11er11 J)art b:y· tl1e i\I c1e,va
kanto11 v\ ... ah1)el{11 ta, vVt1 l11)eton, ancl Sis .. eto11 band, of tl1 

antee .. iol1x. ( ► 1ee Thia1) I.) rr11e. e two ce ion co1n1)ri 'ell 

3-1.-i. See Article Xf, cction 2, of the ('onstitnt1on of Iowa, l 46 

34:-; See Arti<'le XI, section 2, of the Constjtut1ou of Iowa, 1857. 

346 Laws of Iowa, 1850-1851, p. 27. 
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the well-kno \vn district called the ''Neutral Ground''. The 
southern tier of to\vnships of Wright County came within 
the limits of the original ounty of Buchanan from 1 37 to 
1 43. The remainder formed a part of the original County 
of Fayette er ated in 1 37 and in existence until 1 47. ( ee 
Map II.) 

IT. COUNTIES BLOTTED OUT 

In addition to the ninety-nine counties to be found in 
Iowa toda~", there are several others which need to be dis
cussed in order to make ou1~ treatment of the boundary his
tory of Iowa counties complete. A group of six counties 
formerly in existence have long since been blotted out. 

even existing counties were created in temporary form 
and fall into a class by themselves. Three others were pro
po. ed by the 1 gislature but never really came into exis
tence. 

In the following group a1·e discussed those counties which 
have been blotted out. 

Bancroft.- The ounty of Bancroft was established by 
the act of January 15, 1 51.347 It was located between Em
met and "\\Tinnebago countie , comp1·ising the northern part 
of th present ounty of Kossutli.348 In ize it contained 
only 40 square miles and was, there£ ore like ever al other 
counties in the same tier, an illegal jurisdiction since the 

onstitution then in force £01·bade the erection of any new 
county with an area of less than 432 squa1'e miles.349 

On January 24 1 55, there was approved a law entitled 
'' An ct to extend the boundaries of Kossuth county, and 
to locate the Seat of Justice thereof ''.350 The effect of this 

3it 7 Laws of lou1a, 1850-1851, p. 27. 

3 t8 See Map XI in the July, 1908, number of THE IowA JOURN"AL OF HIS

TORY AND POLITICS. 

349 See Article XI, section 2, of the Constitution of Iowa, 1846. 

3GO Latcs of I owa, 1854-1855, p. 210. 

• 
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law wa to blot out the two countie of Bancroft and Il11m
bolt. The te1·ritory of the former was given to Kossuth 
County. Tht1s the county of Banc1·oft perished afte1· a brief 
existenc of four )'"ears du1·ing· which time it posses ed an il
leg·al tatu . Tl1e count:}r was ne,.,er organized. In 1 70 
the ame territory wa erected into a n w county ·alled 
Crocker whicli continued in exi tence only a year and a 
half .3 5 1 

(
1
oolv.-Tl1i i tl1e name of a forme1· Iowa countv no 

long·e1 .. in exi tence. It wa establi l1ed by an act of the 
• 

legislature of th Territory of Wi consin ar>p1·01.red on De
cember 7, 1 36,352 by tl1e terms of wl1icl1 the original C 'ounty 
of Demoine enlarged by tl1e addition of Keokul{ 's Rese1·ve, 
wa .. di,rid d into . ven new counties, of which rook was 
one. TJ1e bo11nda1~ie of tliese new countie we1·e described 
in peculiaI' langt1ag·e foI· 1· asons ex1)lain d elsewhere.353 

Tl1e limits of ook C1ount,;r were defin d in section seven of • 

the act a follows : ''beginning on tl1e fississippi River, at 
the north-ea t corner· of the county of 11usquitine; thence 
up said 1--i,"e1· to the south-east co1·ner of the county of Du 
Buque; thence witl1 the line of the said county of Du Buque 
to the Indian 1Joundary line; thence with said line soutl1, to 
tl1e north-west corner of tl1e county of Musquitine; thence 
ea t with the said line of tl1e said county of Musquitine to 
the beginning''. 

The county herein described turned out to be one of the 
most peculia1· ever established in Iowa. Although fifty 
miles in length it was less than five miles in width.354 No 
do11bt the framers of the law were mistaken in distance . 

Jjl See Crocker County below. 

a:;2 Laws of the Terrttory of Wtsco11Sin1 1836-1838, p. 76. 
3'i3 See above p 70. 

3r;4 See 1fap II in the July, 190 , number of THE IOWA JOURNAL OF HIS
TORY AND POLITICS. 
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._ l11·ely tl1c>J' tl1oug·l1t it n111. t lJe fartl1er from tl1e northea. t 
<·or11e1· of 11l1 q11itin to tl1 . 011tl1ea t rorn r of Dubuc1ue 
Count~ .. tl1an it 1·eally wa . , yet th<1re i no doul)t tl1at tl1e 
clin1en~ion. 0 ·i,1en abo,,,. are . ub. tantia11,· corre •t.a;,:; ., 

1\ 1nn1) in tl1e man11 cri11t <lepnrtm nt of tl1e Library of 
tl1P 8tate IIi torical .. ocieh .. of \\-ri ron ina:;o o·i,re to 1001{ ., 

( 
101111t!· a triang11lar . l1aJ)e l))T extendin°· tl1e nortl1ern bo11nd-

,1ry of tl1 011nt1r nortl1we~twarcl from Rork I land to the • • 

angl in tl1 we. t rn bo11nclar. 1 of Dub11q11e '101111ty. Tl1i 
i c>a il,T . l1own to b an 1·ror. Tl1e northern bounda1 .. ,r of 

~ . 
1
00k '1011nt.r is made by tl1e word of tl1e act ju t quoted 

to ·oinride witl1 th . outl1e1·n l)oundary of D11b11que 011nty, 
wl1icl1, in turn, l1ad b en defined in tl1e a t of eptembe1· 6, 
J 34:i:i7 cl a line runnin°· clirertl, we t from Roel{ I ]and in 

• 

tl1e 11i.'!--,i .. ip11i Ri,1er. Tl1e nortl1ern line of ook 1ounty 
<'Ol1ld not th r ~for run no1·thwe. twar<l. 

()11 Deceml>er 2], 1 :17, an act of tl1e le~1s]atl11·e of tl1e 
'rerrito1·)· of "\Vi con in lllJdi,.,i.ding· the or·ig·inal County of 
l)ubl1q11e into . 1na11er eo11ntie wa. ap1J1'0,1ecl.3 :i · B~v· tl1e 
terms of t]1j . act tl1e new col1ntie of ,J ol1n on and cott 
"rere allow cl to overlap t11e territorie of (1

00k 01mty.339 

1\ l,1ter la".. of ·011r. e, U}JPr ecle ,in c1rlier one dealing· 
" .. it11 tl1e ·a1ne matter"", l1ence tl1e. e tran fer of territory 
from ( 100k 01111t1· to .J olm. 011 ancl Scott m11 t be loolred 

• 

lllJOn a leg·al, altl1011g·l1 tl1e~r n1ay be called inclirert. inre 
( ;ook ('101mtv ,,·a , not namecl in tl1e art. One cannot tell 

• 

from tl1e 111er reading of the act t11at ook ( ,.011nty Jo t any 

:iri:. on1pare ITull's I{1stotical a,1d Conzparat ire Cen~us of l o1va. 1 36-1 O, 
p. :191. 

ario For a fuller <1esc11ptio11 of this map s~P the July, 190 , nun1bcr of THE 
lo,vA ,JOURNAL OF HISTOR'i A~D POLITICS, p. 3 6. note 36. 

3r.1 l.;<ia·s of the Territory of 'J;.f 1chigan, Vol. Ill, p 1326. 

aris Lau.s of the 1~err1,torv of Jf 1sconsu1, I 36-1 3 , p. 182. 

3r9 SPe 1fap I I I in the .July, 190 , number of THE Jo,,·A ,JOURNAL OF II1s
TORY .A.JD POLI'J ICS. 

• 



territo1·y at all. TJ1j faC't a1)lJ ar on1:v· wl1en tl1e Httem1)t i · 
macle to tr,1 · t11 lJ011nc1arie of tl1e 11ew) c~1· J,1ted countic 

• 

on a m,11). 'l'l1e ter1•jtor~? wl1icl1 ool{ ,ount)T lo. t to 8rott 
la~" ea. t of t]1 range line cli\Tiding ran°e on anc1 two e,1st, 
~r I 1 i I e t] 1 at 1 o "t to ,Jo 1111 ..., o 11 1 o u n t, 1 a ··r w ,. t of t 11 1 i TJ e cl iv i c 1-

• • 

ing rc:1ng . f 0111· ancl fi\ c ,,1 t . 

... \.fter tl1e e two Jo ... "e· of t rritorv ook 011nt,~ ·or1tin-
• 

11ecl in exi. tenee ]e..., · tl1c1n ;.1 111ontl1. On ,Jau11ar~- 1,, I 3 , 
tl1ere WH," Ul) })l"O\ cl nn clCt 3

tlt1 of t]1 ] gi lcttur of t11e rrer

ritor,T of "\\""i~eon in wl1i 11 d fi11ecl a11e~1 , tl1i ti111 in t :1rn1s • 

of t11 11it d Ht~1t "' 8111,,.ey t11e l>o11nda1·ie. of tl1 co11nti · 
<'ar,· d from tl1:) ori()'inal 1011nt,· of l)e1noine 1J,7 tl1e ,1et of 

• • 

J)eeeml) 1· 7. I :3<,. J3~,. tl1e t r1n of tl1is act of 1 :~. , iook: 
r·o11nt)r in it. mutilatccl forn1 wa }Jlottecl 011t, it remnining· 
territorie ... all going to tl1 n w 1ount)· of ~I u~C'atine. It i .. 
ineorreet to a,r. a' 01n l1a,T nicl a,;i tl1c1t ( 100k ou11t:-v·· 

• • 

\\
1a: l)]otted 011t 1)) tl1e a ·t of I e ·e1nlJe1· 21 1 37. Tl1,1t ,let 

1nerely di111ini l1ecl it. ~ize. 
Tl1e a<"t of ,Jan11,1r,r l~. 1 3 . e1·catecl a 11ew c·ot1111, .. callecl 

• • 

H1au 0 ·11tc1·. T.l1i. m11. t 11ot be lool{ecl 111Jon a 100k '011r1ty 
1·ena111ecl r-,ince it contained no ]Jart wl1a te,1er of tl1 terri
tor:\" .. of 100k. It i " 11ot ,1ec11ra te to . }l. , i t11 :ir, tl1a t 1001~ 

('ountJ" ,1ftc1·wa1·cl 11cca111e 8eott ount}T:H12 beC',lU._; c tl1e two 
cou11tie~ existed 8ic1e lJ, icle fo1· a montl1, ,vl1ile fi,re- ixth 

• 

of t11e territors·· of ("ook wa. g·i,1eu, lJ)" t11e acts wl1i ·11 blottecl 
it off tl1e ma1). not to ► 1eott ouni)", lJ11t to l\111. catin ancl 
,J ol1nson countie . 

( ·ool{ 1011nt~" a .., orig·i11al])r <'l'eated. wa c·,1r\"e<.l nlrno. t 
entire],, fro1n tl1 Blacl{ 1Iawlr Pu1·rhase of ►-. e1)te111ber 21, • 

1 3:2, its ,,-e t rn e11cl c;o111ing ,vi tl1in tl1e limit. of tl1c I eo-

:t110 l all .r; of tl,e 1 rr1 itory of TT7isco11si11 , 1 36-1838, p. 3 1. 

301 Hull's Jli~to rical a11f..l Co111µarat1ve Clnsu.c; of Jou a, 1 36 1 · O, p. 301, 
and C,ue's Ht:,lo,y of Jo na, '\7o1. ITT, p. :J35. 

3oz Gue's 111:,tory of loua, \ 7oJ. I, p. 175 note. 
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l{uk Re er,· , · ded on eptember 2 , 1 36. s mentioned 
above, 1

001{ founty compri ed part of the territory of the 
original 1ounty of Demoine. 

(
1 roclcer.-Tbe now .. "tinct 1ounty of C1·ocker wa e1·ect

ed in tl1 no1·thern 1Ja1·t of the pr ent "ounty of Kossuth 363 

b. an act approved on May 13 1 70.364 Its territor)" 
wa coe .. t n iv witl1 that of the earlier ountv of Ban-

• 

roft.365 Th orO'anir act provided fo1· the first election, 
which wa 11 1d on ug·u t 10, 1 70. t this time county 
officers were cho en and th county duly organized. The 
town of Greenwood wa lected as th county-seat. But 
tl1e new jurisdiction wa not to be long-lived. The Consti
tution of 1 57 required tl1at e,,.ery new county should have 
an a1· a of at least ±32 quare miles,366 while that of C1~ocl{er 

1olmty wa · only 40 . The county wa clearlJ" illegal. The 
matt 1· wa not long getting· iuto tl1e courts. oon a ca e 
wa a1Jpealed f1·om tl1e court of a .Jt1 tice of the Peace in 
C1rocl{er County to the ircuit ou1·t of Emmet ounty 
whence in tu1·11 it wa · a1)pealed to the upreme 011rt of 
Iowa. The con titutionality of the act creating rorker 
( 

1ounty wa involved. The upreme 1ourt. reversing the 
derision of the lowe1· court, l1a11ded down its decision on 
December 11, 1 71, to tl1e effect that the law was invalid.367 

Crocker ( 1ounty, afte1· a brief caree1· of eighteen montl1 , 
ceased to exist its ter1·itory 1·eve1 .. ting to Ko suth ount:r·. 

H111nbolt.-Thi countv is not to be confused with tl1e ... 

present ountv of Humboldt.308 The two nan1es do not re-
• 

sos See 1fap x,r in tho July, 1908, number of THE Iowa JOURNAL OF His-
TORY AND POLITICS. 

s04 Laws of Iowa, 1870, p. 239. 

so6 See Bancroft County above. 

sea See Article XI, section 2, of the Constitution. 

ao1 Garfield vs. Brayton, 33 Io1'a 16. 

aus S ee Humboldt County above. 

• 
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f e1' to tl1e ame county. either was Humboldt the t1 -
ce or of H11m bolt in the sam Ren e in wl1icl1 ~fuscatine 
was the succ soi· of Musquitine, 01' Des 11oines a continua
tion of Demoin . A period of two year · separc1te IIum
boldt ounty from Rumbolt and they mu. t tl1erefore be 
considered a two di tinct countie . 

Il11m bolt ount}", the earlier of the two, was s talJli hed 
by the im1)ortant a ct of tl1e State legi lature a1)pro\"ed on 
January 15, 1 51.389 It was four tov.·n hips sq11are in .. ize 

and contained 576 qua1· n1ile . Located jt1st soutl1 of J<::o. -
uth C

1

ount:· it included tl1e t errito1·y of th J)r c ent 
ounty of Humbolclt a w 11 a the nortl1e1·n tier of to,vr1-

l1ip belonging· to tl1 1) 1 .. e ent 1ounty of vV bster.310 Hum
bolt 

1

ounty continued on tl1e map for four year , (lo11~er 
tl1an any other county now xtinct xr pt Bancroft wl1icl1 
had exa ctly the am lea1 e of life.) Both wer blotted out 
by an art a1)J)ro,,,. d on ,January 24 1 55.3 71 By thi~ law the 
nortl1ern half of t}1 t 1--rito1·y of Humbolt was giv n to I{o -
utl1 Col1ntJ"; tl1c . outl1ern half to '\Vebst er.372 

R isle.lJ.- Ri ley ounty wa established by an a ct of tl1 
legislature of tl1e State of Iowa approved on J anuary 13, 
1851.3 1 3 Tl1e 11ew co11nty contained 576 square miles bei11g 
four tovrnsl1iJ)S . q11a1·e. It was located just sout l1 of ,,~rigl1t 

1

ounty 374 and com1)rised the territory of the pre ent ( 'oun
ty of Hamilton. 

The name of Ri ley was cl1ang·ed to Webster b}T an a ct 

aoo Laws of I ou:a, 1851, p. 27. 

a10 See J\Iap XI in the .July, 1908, n u1nbe1· of 'l'HE I o,vA J OURNAL 01'' Hrs
TORY AND P OLITICS. 

371 Law.~ of I owa, 1 54-1855, p 210 

a 12 See 1Iap XIII in the .Ju ly, 1908, number of THE I o,vA J OURNAL OF IIrs 
TORY A~ D P OLIT ICS. 

a1s Laws of I ouia, 1 50-1851, p. 27. 

s1-1 See Map XI in t he July, 1908, number of T HE I O\V'A .JOURNAL OF His
TORY A.ND POLITICS. 
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t1J)J1ro\recI on .J<11111c11-y 12, 1l 53/J;,-; nnd wl1icl1 went into force 
on .J :1nu,11•~T ~~, 1 5~. On t11c latter elate tl1ere wa also aJ)
pro,1cc1 a J,1\\r ntitled ~·1\.n ... t to c1·eate 111e cot1ntv of ,Veb-• 

. ·t r' '_:i7 a '1 l1i.., "·c1, to b don l)}" uniting tl1e co untie of 
Yell ,111c] I~i .. le)y. 'l1 l1c act of J an11ar)T 22 wa.~ to g·o into ef
fe ·t 11110n 1 t1lJlic,1tion in tl1c I 01ca S'f(1r. Tl1e w1·iter ha 
cnref11ll~ .. g·or1e tl1rougl1 tl1 file of tl1i~ pa11er but l1a. failed 
to fincl tl1e i1ct 1J11l)li ~l1ecl tl1ere at all. It m11 t ha,.,.e gone in
to effe<'t, tl1 ref ore. on the fir t of t11e following .J ul1r,3 i

7 

11pon wl1icl1 elate there wa no Ri. le~ .. (-.ounty in exi ten ·c to 
be 11njtecl witl1 Yell. T11e e fact would eem practically to 
nt1l]if,r tl1e ac}t. Tl1e int ntion of the Fou1~th General ~.\q-

• 

seml>l)7 w11icl1 pa ... eel botl1 of tl1e._ e act 11·obably wa to 
l1c1,1e tl1 . econcl tlCt 11pe1' ede tl1e fir t. clncl in 1·eality to 
gi,1 to tl1e new 1011nt)· of Webster the territories of both 
Yell ,tn<l Ri le)·. J.Jater <::e .. ion~ of tl1e 1 p:i lc1tl11·e ga\
tf1iR interpreta tio11 to th matter in pite of tl1e difficulties 
in the way of doing it pointed Ollt abov . 

E,1en tl1011g-l1 tl1e territory of Ri. 1 y ( <ountJ,. wa. joined 
to tl1at of Yell b:.., t11e act of .r anuar}" :22, we cannot g·et 
aro11ncl tl1e fact tl1at tl1 name of Ri le)"'" was changed to 
vVeb ter by tl1e art of J an11ary 12 ( wl1i ·11 went into force 
on .J anuc11•)l' :Z2). It 1najr be aid, tl1erefore, that the County .. 
of Ri. le~r wa. in exi tence ,1lmost exactly two yeai·s.37 

y ell.-T11e l)Olllld,lr)r l1i tor)1 of Yell ("'1otmty l1a been 
eovered prartieally lJj .. the cliRc11 ion j11. t given of Ri<::ley 
Count1·. 1·e,1tecl b, .. tl1e same act of ,J ant1ar, .. 15, 1 51,379 

. .. . 
Yell (-,011nt)· ,va located j11 t we t of Ri. ley and 011th of 

31r, TJau·s of lou.:a, 1 52-1 5;{, p. 28. 

376 La u1s of I ou;o, I , 53-1 b:53, p. 87 

s11 Code of I 011,a, 1 fil, Chapter 3, section 22. 

s1s ee also the ,liscussion of Webster County above. 

s1a Lall','> of Io1aa, 1 50-1 51, p. 27. 

• 



Ko. utl1.
3

~
0 

It "rn fol1r town~J1ips qt1a re ancl (•ontained 
576 !-lqu,11·e 111il . It c·om1Jri .., ecl all of tl1e J)r ent 1011nf:" 

of v\' eh tr1· x 1 }) i it~ nortl1ern ti r of tow11 l1iJ) . . 
1r ell (fol1nt~r Wc1. 1J}ot1ecl 011t b)r }lD ,l('t ,1pr>ro,1ecl on .T,11111-

a1·J" :2:... 1 53,3 ~
1 wl1i "Jl1 JJ1·o))al)l)r went i11to fore on t 11 ~ fi1 . i 

of tl1c fo1lowin °· .Tu])r. TJ1i :-- ,1ct 11ni t d YelJ to IIi 1eJ,. in 
·re,1 ting· tl1 e n w < '1ol111 t~,. of \\.,. cl> t er. ('1erta ir1 J)ro}Jlen1. · 
r,1i . ed by t11i · lc1w l1a,1 l)ee11 cl1 e11 ~. eel abo,~n_:l~:? E act · j11~t 
g·iven ~l1ow t11a1 tl1 "\ no",. e:X tinct C1ou11t,r of , ,.~ JI ,vii. i11 e .. "-

• 

i. tenc p1·a ·ticall~r two>~ ar c111cl ,l 11,1If'. 

1

e,1 
ln of tl1e ninet,r-11i11e ountie · of loWcl lVerc of .xtra-• 

ordinary ize ""lien fir t ·r eat.ld . • \11 of tl1 n1 J1ad JJC~t1lia1· 
,·11,lracteri . tic8. ~lo. t of tl1 1n in ·ll1clccl te1·1·itor1r to wl1icl1 

• 

th Indian title J1acl not )~et l>ec11 exting·ui ;-'hec1. In fo11r 
c·a~e no c1tte1111)t at org·a11iznt ior1 " ·c1 s n1a cle in the co11ntic. 
a. fir. t esta l)libl 1ec1. In <:>,Ter, ·n ~e tl1e c·o11nties ""e1·c s0011 

• 

1·ecluced in ize. tl1c1t i. to n )r . ,,-rcr e <li\ricled tlJJ into ne,v 
co1111tie8 to 011 of wl1i >11 t11c olcl 11ame wa ~ g·i,1en. fn no 
< a Q wa. t]1 ~onti1111it3r of t]1c P:>..i .. te11ce of cl ·011nty llrol{rn. 
For tl1e ... e 1·ea son ~" i t eem. fitting· to cleno1nina tc tl1(l. e 
co11ntie - t en1JJ01·ar}" eo11ntie . tl1e name lJei11g applied to 
tl1e ~e\"·en cou11tie. "r}1j cl1 f O] lo"" \V l1i le tl 1e,r "rere of unus11a} 

• 

ize ,1n<i J)Ob. e .. ed n J)e •11lic11· el1aracter. (Ree ::\1a1) JI.) 

B e1lfo11.- T]1e t m1)01·ar. r 1ount>r of Be11ton ,,,a .· erectc<.l 
by a11 a ·t of tl1 Jeg·i:·l,1t111·e of t]1e Territo1·_,,. of ,,ri~c-011 ,-; i11 
a1)11ro\"Ccl on l >ccen1be1~ 21. 1 37. It cxt e11decl fro1n tl1e 

1

011nt · of l1jn11 westwa rel to tl1e l\Ii 011ri. ( .. 1 ec lI tlJJ II.) • 

] t i1Jclt1decl n 11 of t11 territory of nine })r esent c1:l)T col1nties, 

380 . ee J\.fap XI in thP. .Tu!y, 1908. nu1nber of TifJ<; IO\\"A ,l OURNAL 01" IlIS• 
TORY A:1\; 0 P OLITICS. 

a~1 l. au·8 of Jo,ca, 1852 1 fi:3 , p . 87. 

31,z Pe t hn discus ions of Ri ·Jey anrl W P.bstPr coun ties above. 
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tog ther witl1 part of that of eight other . Practically all 
of its oil wa. still o ,vn d by the Indians. 

'11l1e temJ)Orary County of Benton ceased to exist with the 
pa. ·age of au act of the legislature of the Ter1·itory of 
Iowa a1)pro\1 ed on February 17 1 43. By thi. law the 
J)re. ent ·ountie of Benton and Tama were ca1·ved out of 
th t mJ)Orary ounty of Benton. i.,.. othing was said about 
the 1·emainder of it territorie... .c\. a tem}Jorary county 
Benton l1ad an existence of a little over five years.383 

Buclzano11.-Buchanan ounty, a a temporary jurisdic
tion. wa~ al. o created by the act of Decembe1· 21, 1837. 
Lo ·ated jt1. t north of Benton ounty it reachecl from the 
we. te1·n boundary of Delaware to the Missouri Rive1·, in-
luding witl1in it limit. all of two and part of fifteen other 

present day counties as well as a mall area in ~ 011th Da
lcota. ( ee fap II.) 

Tl1e temporar~y· Co11nty of Buchanan wa reduced in ize 
b~T tl1e act of Febr11a1·y 17, 1 43, by the terms of which, in
dir ctly at least, th l)re ent county of tl1at name, togetl1er 
witl1 Black Hawk, wa carved from its ter1·itory. Nothing 
more is hea1·d of the temporary county most of which re
ve1·ted to the Indians. The life of the temporary ounty of 
Bucl1anan was of the same length as that of Benton.384 

De1noi1ie.-The temporary County of Demaine wa on 
of tl1e first two ounties established in Iowa. It was erected 
by an act of the Legislative Council of the Te1·ritory of 
J\1.ichigan approved on September 6, 1 34. It comp1·ised or 
waq meant to comprise, tl1at J)art of tl1 Black Hawk P11r
cl1ase located south of th parallel of Rock I sland. ( ee 
Map II.) Keokuk's Reservation may be considered as l1av
ing been added to Demaine County lllJOn its ce ion by 

asa For a fuller account see Benton County aboYe . • 

3Bi For a fuller account see Buchanan County above. 

• 
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treaty of S eptembe1~ 2 1 36. Thus enlarged, the county 
incll1ded a]l of f 011r and portions of seven other counties, 
now exi~ ting in Iowa. The life of Demoine ount as a 

temporary j11risdiction ceased witl1 tl1e passage of tl1e act 
of Decembe1· 7~ 1 36. It care 1· wa. b1·ief sra1·cely o,1er 
two yea1·. . T11e 1·ec1t1ced count)T was o-i,1en tl1e nam l)es 
Moines.385 

Dubuque.- \.s an o,.,e1·-larg·e and tl1eref ore, temporary 
ju1·i diction D11buqu n~ 0 011nty was e8tablishcd cluring 
tl1e period of tl1e Te1·riiorj· of nfi 1higc.1n by tl1e act of Sep
tember 6, 1 34 tl1e ame art b)" w11icl1 t]1e tem1Jorar)t 01m
ty of D moine wa. erected. It cou11Jri. ed tl1at l)art of tl1e 
Black Hawk Purcl1a .. e lying· nor111 of t11e 1Jarallel of Rock 
I land wl1irl1 made it a bout twiee tl1e size of l)e1noine 

ounty. Fourteen of tl1 present co1mties of Io\va we1·e 
included in wl1ole, or in l)art, within it borcler - se\1 en of 
them entirely o. ( e ~fap II.) 

The tem1Jo1·ary 1ounty of Dt1b11q11e wa blotted out by 
an act of th 1 gi. lat11r of the Te1·ritory of ,Viscon in ap
proved on Dec mbe1· 21 1 :37. It term of xi t ence had 
co,Te1·ed three and one-f ourtl1 ea1· .387 .. 

Fayette.-Tl1e tem1Jorary ounty of Fayette was estab
li hed by an act of tl1e legi lat11re of tl1e Territory of Wis
con in appro,.red on Decembe1· 21 1 37. This was tl1e largest 
of all the temporary counties of Iowa indeed, it was not 
limited to the one .. tate but incl11ded a larg·e portion of 
Minnesota and of the two Dakota .388 It area l1as been 
estimated at upward of 140,000 square miles,389 only a 

38G For a fuller account see Des Moines County, above. 

386 Writers frequently spell the name of the temporary county '' Du Buque. '' 
It was not so spelled in the act creating the county. 

387 For a fuller account see Dubuque County above. 

388 See Map I"\"" 1n the July, 1908, number of THE IOWA JOURNAL OF HIS
TORY AND POLITICS. 

3so Gue 's History of I ou•a, Vol. III, p. 344. 



s111al] }Jnrt of \Vl1i ·11 l1ad 1Jeen ae(1uired, clS )ret, from tl1e 
lnclia11. . 'l'l1e territor}· of tl1irt~,. fJI·esent da)r co11ntie wa
inclttded ir1 wl1ol or in })art ,vitl1in its l)orders. ( .. ~ee 
~lclp II.) 

'I
1 l1e J a rgc. t. of t lie temporal')" co untie: of Iowa cl I ~o l1ad 

tl1e lono-e.· t 11eriod of exi. t nee. It had en<lt1recl ten )rear~ 
,vl1en. h~· tl1e a t of B ebr11ary 5, 1 47, it ma~r 1J aid to ha,,e 
lJc n di rontin11ecl. B:~r tl1i. art their })re. ent dimension 
"ere g·1,,.er1 to Fa~ ette ancl 'l,1~1 ton co11nt1e;~ tl1e latter 1·e
<' i,1it1g· c1 -.,111c1] l arc,t f ron1 tl1e tem1)orar)~ 1ount) of Fa)rette. 
Fifte n d,1~~. later anotl1er a ·t wa. a1Jpro ed f'arvin°· tl1e 
11ew col1ntic. of ,, ... inne8liiek and 1\..llamakee 011t of tl1e ter-
1·i tor, .. of tl1e ori 0 ·ina I 1011u t,,. of Fcl'\"ette. • • • 

i l1ear 1 of tl1c t n111orarJ" co11ntJ- c1fte1· tl1e 
ttc wa · given it. 1>re ent bol111da1·ies.·1nl) 

.l.., otl1ino· lll01'(~ 
1011nt, .. of Fav-

• • 

Kt oli. 11 I. .- Tl1e Ol1ntv of J(eokuk ,,,:1, e. ·tablj. bed a a 
• 

temporarJ· juri diC"tio11 by tl1c aC't of J)ecembe1· 21. 1 37, at 
tl1e s,1111 ti111c tl1at tl1e t n11)ora1·~? col111tie · of Benton, B11cl1-
anan. and Fa·v·ette wer <'rea ted. It extended fron1 tl1e • 

,vestern l)orcler of .J ol1n ... on ( 1olmhT to tl1e Ii ouri Ri,~er, 
• 

ancl i11cl11rlec1 witl1in it~ bo11nda1~ie all of nine a11cl l),lrt of 
nir1e otl1er lJre. ent cla~~ eolu1tie of Iowa. 1\Iost of it. ~oil 
wa till Indi,1n territor)?. (See :Ma1) II.) 

Tl1e tem1)01·ary { 1011nt~T of J(eokl1k ce,1 ed to xi t witl1 
tl1c })a. ag·e of tl1e clct of F l)rl1a1· .. 17, l e -!3. Tl1i... law 
c·nrved fron1 it. te1·ritor:v· tl1e J)re 'ent countie.. of Iowa 
a11cl I owe ·hi 1<, and 0 ·ave })Ortio11 of it al. o to tl1e cotmtie 
of ]Vf,1l1asl{a and Keokuk. Tl1e (;ot1nty of Wa~hing·ton hacl 
received one sc111c1re to,vnsl1i1) from tl1e original ounty of 
Keokl1k by the art of tTan11ar)' :23, 1 39. The tem11orary 
('1ount)" of Keokuk wa 111 exi ienee cl little over five years.101 

3110 For n fuller account soe Fayette l 1ount~· above. 

:;9 1 For a fuller account see Keokuk ('onnty above. 



Potta1rata,nie.-'Il1e 1e1u1Jor~1r).r ( 1ount)" of Potta,vat:1-
mi 392 w,1 r 1t <l in tl1e . ot1tl1\v t r11 1Jart of tJ1e 1 tntc ll)' 

tl1e cl Ct of l◄-'el)rU,l 1·, '27 1 47. Its territor,- ,va. ·oext "'ll-
• • 

iv witl1 tl1n t of the Pottc1,vattan1ie re · r,rat1011 of Se1)-
te1nlJer ~6. 1 3?, cl ud t 11 f->ott ,1 ,,Ta ttam ie · . ion of .J 1111e f> 

and 17.1 46. ]t <)ontni11ec1 :-.u00,000 clCl' ,. c•o1111>ri "' ing· ,ill or 
}),1rt of tl1 are,1 of fifte ~11 <·011nti e. of todH)"· (~ 1 ee l\Ia1> If.) 

Tl1e ori 0 ·i11al '01111t,, of Pottcl'\\7 cltH111ie co11ti1111ed ir1 >xi~-• 

ten ·e .. ·earc l)T four ·v·e,11-. '\\rl1 n 1), .. tl1e ,let of ,J,111u,1r, 13, 
• • • • 

1 51. it wa. rJcl11 ·e<l i11 , izP, ,111 of it. .xt1·,1 territor>· ,?'Oi11g 
to forn1 n11111ero11. 11ew <·011nti · 11,tn1 (l ir1 tl1,1t act.3~);: 

In tl1 l1i:torjr of tl1 1 for111,1tio11 of Iow<1 c·ou11tie tl1ere 
clre tl1rec wl1icl1 fc1ll into ,1 ·l,l. 'i 1Jv· tl1e111 ell'e . i11 that tl1ey 

• • 

w re onl)T }Jropo. d 1>~"' tl1 l eg·i ~, ,1 t ure c111cl ne\1 e1· real l)T . -
tabli l1ed. Tl1e legi. latt1re did it · 11a1·t in ec1el1 ea , but 
tl1 1,eo1 le wl1 11 eallcd 111)011 to r S]Joucl, , ,.oted clo,vn (~ac-11 
})ropo ition. 

0111e mi 0 ·11t })lace tl1e ("ou11ty of •rorl<e1~ i11 tl1i . a1ne 
grou1), but tl1e writer l1a c-110 en r,1tl1er to eon id 1· it a .· 
having· l)e n a ·tuall>" C'~talJli heel lJefore being· lJlotted out by 
tl1 ~ u1 rein ('10111·t. It. e tabli l1m 11t l1acl J)rogrc ed be
>"ond tl1e tag·e of org·anization whil tl1 \"ery e ri tenre of 

tl1e countie namccl 1J low depended UJ>on n favoral>le vote 
of tl1e J)eO}Jle ,,,.l1i cl1 ,va. uot , ee11r d. 

Bell Jl<T/J.- Tl1e Fifteentl1 General 1\.s...;e1nl)ly b)r ,1n elalJ
orat act ap1J1·0,~ecl 011 Ja1·rl1 10 1 74, made an atte1111)t to 

e tabli 11 a 11ew count,, to be called Bell{na1J i11 tl1e ca. terr1 • 

}J,1rt of Pottc1wuttamie. TJ1e line eparuting rang·es 41 and 
42 we. i. ,vcl to cli,1ide tl1e t",.o countie ~. lf one were to e -
tend tl1e lin "']1icl1 s J)c1rates Ha1·rison from ~ l1elb~ f1ounty 

ar,2 The oaruc i so spelled in tuc organic act. 

393 For a fuller account see Potlawattn1nie County above. 
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. ol1tl1ward ac1 .. o._ s Pottawattamie it would inclicate the line 
of clivi. ion between tl1e proposed counties of Belknap and 
Pottawattamie.304 Thi ar1·angement ga,1'e tl1e former 
county 432 ql1are mile and the latter 1,1,1, in eithe1 .. ca e 
tl1e con, tit l1tional r quirement a to ize being fulfilled. 

But tl1e on tit11tion of 1 57 contains a seconcl require
ment relati,Te to co11nty boundarie., namel:y·, tl1e prol·ision 
that any tatl1te, whicl1 ha for it· pu1 .. po e the alteration 
of th boundari . of any colmty, mu t be submitted to tl1e 
,,.oter. of tl1e countie. concerned, at ome g·eneral election 
c1ncl b ratified by a majority of tl10 e voting before tl1e 
ame can become a law.395 In obedience to thi. provision 

of tl1e 1011. titl1tion, the act of lfarcl1 10, 1 74, was ubmit
ted to tl1e people of Pottawattamie ( 1ounty for thei1· deci
. ion. At the gene1·al election held on October 13, 1 74, the 
propo ition was rejected by a vote of 1250 for and 155 , or 
a majority of :30 against.306 The 1J1"oposed ounty of 
Belknap ".,a, tl1erefore neve1· established. 

Gri11ies.-Tl1e tory of the proposed County of Grimes is 
very imilar to that of Belknap. The Gene1·al s embly 
~eem not to l1ave been sati fled by the rejection of its 
propo. ition to e. tablish the latte1· county and, on March 17, 
1 76, s11bmitted what wa practical!~,. tl1e ame law again 
to the oter of Pottawattamie ounty. This time, how
ever the new countv was to be called Grimes. Its size and 

• 

1oca 1.ion were identical wi t]1 tho 'e of tl1e proposed County 
of Belknap. Again tl1e question wa submitted to the vot
!lr, of Pottawattamie County and again at the general elec
tion of o,rember 7, 1 76 tl1e propo ition wa. voted down, 
1 4 vote being recorded for and 2651 a 0 ·ain t it.306 

ao-t See 1'fap X\- in the ,Tuly, 1908, nuniber of THE low A ,JOURNAL OF Hrs
TORY AND POLITICS. 

ao5 Article III, section 30, of the Constitution of Io~·a. 

aoo The writer is indebted for these facts to Mr. W. C. Cheyne, Auditor of 
Pottawattamie County. 
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.il-ladiso1z.-In 1 44 bJ~ an act397 approved on Febrl1ary 15 
of that yea1~ tl1e 1 gi. latu1·e of tl1e Territo1-y of Iowa ma<le 
an attempt to c1·eate out of t11e ot1thern po1·tion of L e 
Countv a new countv to be called ~fadi on the bounda1·ies v • 

of which were to coin ide witl1 those of tl1 old llalf-breed 
T1·art. All of tl1e bo11ndarie. of tl1i tract were de. cribed 
in detail in section one of the law except th nortl1ern 
bounda1·y which wa m entioned as commonl}T lcnown b11t 
was not defined. Tl1 t.1~a t in que tion had been res r'? d 
for the u e of tl1e l1alf-breccl. of tl1e ac and Fox nation by .. 
the treaty of Aug·u. t 4, 1 24, in whicl1 doc11mcnt the nortl1-
ern bounda1~y of the tract wa pra tically described as be
ing the northe1·n boundary of 1fisso11ri exten<l d eastward 
to it intersection with t11e fississippi Rivei·.30 

The ar a of Lee ount:{ is 490 quare mile.. . 11ch a divis-
ion as indicated above. 01· indeed any division of Lee, would 
have p1·oduced two co11ntie smaller than any now to be 
found in Iowa. Tl1e act propo.,ing the new county mad 
p1,ovision (not, l1owev-.. r becau e of anJ" con titutional 1·e
qui1,ement) for tl1e ubmi ion of tl1e question of dividing 
L ee County to the voters of the same at the elertion to be 
l1eld in p1"il, 1 44. At t}1is el ction the p1·01)0 ition was 
voted do \VD and the proposed county was never established. 
Two vears later the name I\fadison was g·iven to a new .. 
county establi bed in the south central part of the tate. 
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as1 Lau,s of the Territory of I ozla, 1843-1844, p. 142. 

308 U. S. Statutes at Large, Vol. VII, p. 229. 
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TIIE LEGI LATIVE REFEREN E 1f0VE:ME T 

During th past decade two pronounced movements ha,~e 
characterized Ame1 .. ican Democracy. In the first place, 
there has l)een a determined effort to bring government and 
administration neare1-- to the people. This is true at least 
of tl1e forms if not of the substance of our political institu
tions. The most conspicuous result of this movement has 
been the provisions for nominations by direct primaries, 
while the initiative and referendum are other illustrations 
of the same tendency. 

In the second }Jlace, the gi--owing complexity of our ocial, 
political and industrial life has made imperative the organ
ization of expert boards, bureaus, and commissions in 01--der 
to collect and syst matize those facts without which intelli
gent and rational legislation is impossible. In the popular~ 
mind the tendency of late has been to magnify the impor
tance of the f orme1 .. movement and underestimate the neces
sity of the latter. Both, unde1~ present conditions, seem to 
be essential in the evolution of American Democracy and 
should, the ref ore, be wisely directed toward the accomplish
ment of their~ common purpose, which is the realization of 
efficient popular government. 

The establishment of expert boards and commissions has 
not been confined to any single pl1ase of our political life 
nor to any particular unit of government. Indeed, the 
movement has become quite general in city, state, and na
tion. The existence of tax commissions in a n11m her of our 
States is a convincing arg11ment for expert knowledge in 
the difficult field of Public Finance. Any well inf 01wed 
man who is without bias will admit that g·enuine fiscal re
form in any American Commonwealth is impossible without 

• 
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