HISTORICAL SOCIETIES
PUBLICATIONS

In The Medford Historical Register for July, Jennie Peirce
Brigham contributes a sketeh of Mystic Hall Seminary, an institu-
tion of lt"ElI‘Hil]il' t’ﬁtil]lii.‘-&llt‘t] at Medford 1in 1855. There 18 a see-
ond 1nstallment of Ye Olde Meting-House of Meadford, by Moses
W. Mann; and a brief article on Earliest Mystic River Ship-Build-

ing, by John H. Hooper.

In The Quarterly of the Oregon Historical Society for June the
leading contributions are: *‘Doctor’ Robert Newell: Pioneer, by
T. C. Elliot; a second chapter of John Minto’s From Youth to Age
as an American; and Contests Over the Capital of Oregon, by Wal-
ter C. Winslow. Under the heading of Notes and News there 1s an

il]'-'lll‘l‘l*iétti”“ of _Tfuj' }}{I.{j‘;.wfr'i' ‘11"1.“.“ vement r.t_;“ E:f't! _Ur‘r';"l'r:-".

Articles of more than local interest which appear i1n the Sep-
tember number of the Register of Kentucky State Historwcal So-
ciety are: A Kentucky Ideal of a Century Ago, Transylvania
Unwversity, by Z. F. Smith; and Kentucky-Tennessee Boundary
Line, by J. Stoddard Johnston. There is also a continuation of
the Haistory of Franklin County, by L. F. Johnson, with a supple-

ment by Mrs. Jennie C. Morton.

Bulletin number two of the Montana State Historical and Mis-
cellaneous Library contains a brief history of The Historical So-
ciety of Montana, together with a deseription of its work and re-
sources, and a number of comprehensive Reading Lasts on History
of Montana and Contiguous Regions of the Northwest. These lists
are unusually well classified and give evidence of care and thor-
oughness in their preparation.

T'he Provincial Council and Committees of Safety wn North

Carolina, by Bessie Lewis Whitaker, forms the eighth number of

the publication of the North Carolina Historical Society known as
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”11"‘ JFIHHS? HJ{H'HHf [ff.:{fru'#.-"f‘hf ,Uunnfﬂ‘f."ftif.‘, Tl]t‘ Ili]in{]l:* iinl'rn uf
government which existed in North Carolina from September 9.
1779, to November 12, 1776. is treated somewhat 1in detail. both as

to 1ts origin and as to its growth and workines.

The Proceedings of the Worcester Soci ty of Antiquity for 1907
was recently distributed. Among the papers read before the So-
(‘I'*"(}“ {]lll'ill_&: the year are: A Few Notes in the Hr.a‘fru‘_r,r of Inven-
tion and Patents, by Charles H. Burleigh; A Trip L'hrough the
West Indies Islands and the Northern Coast of South America, by
I[*'*I]I'}' M. Wheeler: and P« rsonal Recoll cltions 0] Hon. Daniel H.

(‘jfff.-'.\‘.‘i!(?'{fﬂ.fi, [‘:_!‘-(r'rn"f r'rnor Hl,?\ ;\'HrrHJ (*H!'uhuu‘ il}' .l;i]ur;q, HI""**I!,

The I}H}l]i“:ﬂiﬂl} of the Letters from thi JIH:"F}HH-.\; (1 Lafayette
to Hon. Henry Laurens is continued in the July number of Th
South Carolina Haistorical and Genealoaical Magazine. Besides
other continuations there is an article by William Maine Hutson
on The Huf.ﬁuu 1‘1H‘mn’j; of Nouth ('ru‘f'n’mr!; while ”'*Ill'}' A. \I
smith contributes another of his sketches of historic South Caro-
lina towns, under the title, B¢ r!xf_,r"ra;u-’ T he “r‘rf}muf Plan and the
Farliest Settlers.

Tfﬂf'r';vlu}i S'/H.ﬂ‘ ]‘1:r1.-’nh . f‘?k'.\‘f Grovernor ol Urr' f'uffmﬂj r;f' _\'; u) Hr.‘r;',r' n.
by Simeon E. Baldwin, is the opening paper in volume seven of
f’fffu rs of the New Haven f'rkfr'ﬂulff Historical Socie Ly, Other papers
of general interest are: The Founding of Yale College, by Charles
Henry Smith, in which the beginnings and early history of the col-
It_*gv are treated 1n some detail ; “'/;}; New Haven 1s not a State of
the Union, by Ernest H. Baldwin ; and Student Life at Yale in the

Early Days of Connecticut Hall, by Franklin Bowditeh Dexter.

In August there was distributed number five of the Annals of
Jackson County, Iowa, published by the Jackson County Historical
Soclety. Among the many interesting articles are the following:
Life on the Plains, by James W. Ellis; Claim Society Incident of
Farly Days, by James W. Ellis; Camp McClellan and the Red-
skins. h}- Levi Wagoner: Remuniscences of Col. P. W. Crawford.

and Black Hawk was not Captured wn Jones Co., by Harvey Reid.
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The Jackson County Historical Society 1s fortunate i1n having
among i1ts members so many who are interested in writing up 1inei-

dents 1n local history.

A continuation of the Journal of Stephen Watts Kearny, edited
by Valentine Mott Porter, is the opening contribution in the April
number of the Missour:t Historical Society Collections. The present
installment deals with an exploration of the St. Peter’s (now Min-
nesota) River in the year 1820. Other contributions in this issue
of the collections are: A Sketch of the Iafe and Work of Fried-
rich Muench, by Julius Thamer Muench; The Beginnings of Span-
'sh Missourt, being translations from Spanish archives; and Recol-

lections uf An Old Actor, h}' Charles A. Krone.

Among the articles in the June number of The Indiana Quar-
terly Magazine of History the following are of general interest:
Indiana Archives and History, by Harlow Lindley; The North-
west Corner of Indiana in 1834, which is a letter written 1n 1835
to an Indiana newspaper by Solon Robinson, a pioneer of Lake
County, Indiana; and Judge Charles B. Lasselle’s Notes on Alice
of Old Vincennes, in which an attempt is made to identify some of
the characters in Maurice Thompson’s novel. Mr. Christopher B.
(Coleman has succeeded Mr. George S. Cottman as editor of the

Magazine.

The Derbys of Salem, Mass.: A Study of 18th Century Com-
merce Carried on by a Family of Typical New England Merchants,
by Robert E. Peabody; Biographical Sketches of Members of the
Burrill [*'rmu!‘r; of _/_,‘HHH, Who Were Promainent [.’H.-“.*'Hf) the (“1(??{]}”*{11:
and Provincial Periods, and Some of their Descendants, by Ellen
Mudge Burrill; Marblehead Vital Records. 1647-1849, by Joseph W.
Chapman; and a continuation of English Notes About Early Set-
tlers in New England, by Lothrop Withington, comprise the num-
her of The Essex Institute Historical Collections published in July.

Besides continuations. the two contributions to the July number
of The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography are: Vur-

ginia Gleanings in England, by Lothrop Withington, and Miscel-
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laneous Colonial Documents. The Magazine is performing invalu-
able service by the publication of original material, but it is to be
regretted that the continuations are published in such small in-
stallments. The student is put to considerable inconvenience in
their use on account of the large number of issues of the Maga-
2ine through which much of this material 1S continued.

An excellent illustration of what is possible in the way of schol-
arly and scientific biography is to be found in the life of Francis
Daniel Pf’!.\'fru‘rh'.\'. the Founde r H/. (;f'.?’HHIHfHE('H, 1}}' 3[51]‘it'}11 I)t‘}ZTE"F
Learned, which is being published in the German American Annals,
Not only are there copious notes. but there is 1 liberal use of origi-
nal material and plates which illustrate the writings of Pastorius.
In addition to this blography there is, in the May-June number of
the Annals, a descriptive sketeh of The German American Histor-

weal Nociety and the German American Annals. by Albert Bernheim.

The April-June number of The Wisconsin Archeologist con-
sists of 2 monograph on The Archaeology of the Lake Koshkonong
flegion, by A. B. Stout and H. L. Skavlem. The monograph em-
bodies the results of 3 complete surface survey of all the mounds
and village sites within the area indicated A large number of
maps, charts and I'J]]HTHL{I'H}Iij‘ﬂ are used to i”IIHTI‘:If!' the tlt".‘-’;:‘l‘ip-
tions of the various groups of mounds. The Lake Koshkonong re-
gion seems to abound in a large number of effigy mounds which are
'H'H[#!'Hw'f[ to have been erected as totemic emblems }}}' a tribe of

Winnebago Indians which inhabited the region in prehistorie days.

A description of the MeKinley monument in Westlawn Ceme.-
tery, Canton, Ohio, 1s given 1n the Ohio Archaeological and Histor.
wcal Quarterly for July, together with the speeches of President
Roosevelt and Governor Andrew L. Harris on the oceasion of the
dedication of the mausoleum in September, 1907. Under the title.
L'h _”Hf',’;“fn Faid wn Ohio, R. W. j\[*‘l“ill']if‘tl![ corrects certain er-
rors 1n an article with the same heading which appeared in the
r_.IE*IIIliiI"l.' number of the ‘;‘”””’;‘ vl B. K. [}I'illt'l‘ 1lth’.'llHHt'H IJ['it*ll.h’
General Mason and his Letter on Railroads. An address on LThe

Westernization of New England, delivered by Albert Bushnell
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Hart at Marietta, Ohio, in Oectober, 1906; a history of Talmadge
Township, by E. O. Randall; and a biographical sketech of John
Sherman, by George U. Harn, are other noteworthy contributions
to this issue of the Quarterly.

The German-American Historical Society of Illinois 1s perform-
ing a valuable service in the publication of their quarterly known
as the [« wtsch-Amerikanische Geschictsblatter. In the Jlll}' nuin-
ber are to be found many articles of interest to the historically in-
clined citizen of the Mississippi Valley. William A. Meese dis-
cusses Abraham Lincoln und Wasserwege. There is a biographical
sketch of Rudolph Reichmann: Ein Pioneer der deutschen Presse
in Towa, and a continuation of Heinrich Bornmann's Geschichte
r’]* r IL Hf:w'f'}HH f‘JHfH-"I‘f'.‘\'. I'IHlt‘I‘ Ih** 1i“**. 1”!‘ -f”fu‘s 1842 von ST,
Lowis nach Detroit, 1s told a tale of a _Ttitli‘lll*}' up the Elisﬁi%ippi

and across Illinois and Indiana in the early days.

Among the articles in the Maryland Historical Magazine for
June we note the following: Maryland Privateers in the American
Revolution, by Bernard C. Steiner, giving some facts coneerning
the Maryland vessels which received letters of marque from Con-
oress during the Revolution; Letter of Governor Ogle to Charles
Lord Baltimore, taken from the Calvert papers; Two Maryland
Heroines, by William H. Love; The Case of the Good Intent, a
reprint from a pamphlet on the case of a ship which had violated
an agreement of the non-importation Association; The Prwvateer
Lawrence, consisting of a number of extracts from the journal of
the vessel : and Maryland Gleanings in England, by Lothrop With-

ington.

A sketch of the life of Lieutenant David Nelson, by Harriet Me-
Intyre Foster, is a copiously illustrated article which forms the
leadine contribution to The ‘“0ld Northwest’ Genealogical Quar-
terly for April. There 1s also a continuation of Selections from
the Papers of Governor Allen Trimble. 1823-1830. [n the July

number. in addition to a further continuation of the papers just

LB

mentioned. we note the Records of Classes of the Methodist Epas-
copal Churches, by Leon W. Harrington, and John Armsirong of
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h':'."fumnu;; and. Hm‘ Nrm.\‘_ ]1_‘-.‘ -]HII]P:’% ]“:Yi‘f}'l] Pi]i'lll‘l'. o'H]]Il ‘\I'Ill—
strong, the elder, distinguished himself in the Indian wars of
colonial days and as an officer in the Americann army during the

tevolution.

Thomas Cooke of Guilford. Conn.. and His Descendants. h}‘ Ber-
nard C. Steiner, 1s a brief genealogical sketeh of one of the original
signers of the plantation covenant of Guilford, contained in The
N W Eu:;frhrrf Hustorical and Gene f.’zfﬁfﬂlf'”f, ]ijff'f{..‘n'f'l r for -[H]}.'. U”Ii"!‘
1tems of 1nterest are: Colonmal Records of Marlborough, Mass.,
]ij.' ]“1':1!][{“1] H. Hi"r': [;HHIII‘_JF!'IHJH.‘C f'r‘mn H:r;ﬂumf. mrIilHILlIlir‘Hh*{l ll}'
the Committee on English Research ; List of Loyalists from Georgia
Who Settled mn Jamaica, by Arthur Wentworth Hamilton Eaton;
.'H]d f’."ur'frrfu,-f,r,w 1] H'fr ,\.r TH f_’:Hf,PfrH.-r[ f!ﬂ'._\;:"r!i'!r' 'l';! ?h‘{ffn_rﬂr'fff No-
t'.ﬂ’r._flr_,-', }i}' T]l'* H**t']'i'téiz‘}'. i:-*ui'u*t,' +\, “Ul'l'lllll Tlll' T‘-":nr'il.'T}' ]lnl{|'.-‘.
monthly meetings at which, in addition to the transaction of busi-

ness, addresses are given.

In the April number of The Quarterly of the Texas State
Historical Assocration, D. [ ”mlHiHI] tells !H'it_‘”}ﬂ hll‘L n a Ir:ii]'li't*il
manner, of The Tf ras State }[!'Hfur':'r'fff Association and Iis H'm*f.*,
The Association has just entered upon the twelfth vear of its exist-
ence, and has a membership of over two thousand. Mr. Houston
points out that the great aim of the Association should be to pro-
mote the means and protect the freedom of historical research, a
line of work which has received but little encouragement in the
South. The Naliwve Tribes About the East Texas Missions, by Her-
bert E. Bolton. and Presidential Reconstruction in Texas, h“-,'
(Charles W. Ramsdell. are valuable contributions in the same num-
ber of the Quarterly.

T‘,-f“,’,'””_,u “:;' fhe ]frr;‘fr'r.x'f l'f'.ﬁf-r‘-,\‘ of /“Uf'n tgners 1O ‘\“H}'ffi Ame J‘f.t'f'l
is the title of the most recent publication of The Filson Club.
Reuben T. Durrett. President of the Club, 1s the author. The
book centers about the so-called ‘‘Madoe Tradition’’, which i1s to
the effect that Madoe, a Welsh prince, came to this country in the
twelfth century and planted a colony of his countrymen; a tradi-

tion which seems to have had many believers among the piloneers
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of Kentucky. As one of the many stories of pre-Columbian dis-
covery and settlement of America the tradition has its place, and
1t 1s treated 1n a scholarly manner by the author. Numerous steel
engravings of scenes 1n Wales are scattered throughout the book

which 1s a superb specimen of the book-maker’s art.

Volume twenty-eight of the series known as the Archives of

Maryland which 1s being published by the Maryland Historical So-
4"Il'1|'1.' i'iJlItHiIIH ”lt' I}I'HHFHIFH_-‘;.'\' 0OFf Hr. f'Hr"Hf':‘.-’, uf' .”f.’:‘.‘jffi.-‘fr] 1732-
1753. During these years the strugele between the English and
the French for the possession of America was an ever present topie
of interest. The discussion of the Pennsylvania boundary question
continued to oecupy the attention of the Council for several years.
In 1740 Maryland participated in the so-called ‘‘War of Jenkin’s

5

ear’’ against Spain, and in 1751 there was a change in the pro-
prietorship of the colony. The whole period is full of interest, and
the part played by Maryland is perhaps best revealed in these

records of the transactions of the colonial legislature.

The July number of the Missouri Historical Review opens with
a biographical sketch of Rev. Jesse Walker, the Apostle of the
Walderness, by Joel Spencer. Jesse Walker was one of the earliest
preachers among the settlers west of the Alleghanies, his first
charge being in Tennessee and Kentucky in 1802. Beginning with
1806 the remainder of his career was spent principally in Illinois
and Missouri. He is spoken of as being to the church what Daniel
Boone was to the early settlers. A series of letters collected by
Eva Emery Dye are printed under the heading, Sergeant John
Ordway. Ordway was a member of the Lewis and Clark expedi-
tion, and later settled in Missouri. 7The Archives at Jefferson City
are described by Jonas Viles; William F. Switzler relates some
Missouri Old Settlers’ Day Tales; and F. A. Sampson contributes
A Bibliography of Missouri State Offictal Publications from 1906
to 1907.

The Remaniscences of John H. Charles, edited with introduction
and notes by Frank Harmon Garver, is the opening number in the
Annals of Iowa for July. These reminiscences of a pioneer of

Sioux City were first printed in 1906 in the Proceedings of the

i D il
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Siouzx ('f'f}j Jf'rrf']r"m.-_f of Science and Letters. Under the heading,
Old Letters, William Salter contributes a number of letters from
the correspondence of men prominent in early Towa. There is an-
other iI]HI’H“I!h‘IlT of lowa and thi Iirst Nomanation of Abralam
Lancoln, by F. 1. Herriott, in which the survey of political events
in Towa is carried down to the year 1858. and special attention is
;E{'i\'i*ll to Tht" Lii‘ll*n]rl-l)nllﬂlam 1[1‘*]131““4. aS I‘**i::lt‘llw 1ill*il‘ 1.'?"1'1.'14 ifl
Iowa. In the editorial columns we notice a brief account of the
Boone Mound Ezploration. A detailed report of the work will be
prepared in the near future by Mr. T. Van Hyning who had charge
of the excavation.

The initial number of a new historical publication known as
Puf)ff'r_'ffl‘r'rnm of The Florida Historical u.‘\"rfi"éff.r'_r‘ made 1ts dappear-
ance 1n April. It is a magazine of about fifty pages and is to be
published quarterly. In addition to a brief sketch of the history.
purpose and plans of the Society, and the annual report of the
president, the initial number contains several contributions. the
most extended of which are: Indian Massacre in Gadsden Coun-
fﬁj, })}' A. L. \Vnt‘ulw;ll‘ll; and The Selection Hf lT'allahassee as the
Capital, which consists largely of reports of committees and jour-
nals of commissioners. In the July number the last named con-
tribution is continued and completed, and in addition there is be-
gun a biographical sketch of Richard Keith Call, by Caroline Mays
Brevard; The First Message of Gov. William P. Duval, which was
delivered to the Legislative Council of Florida in 1824, is printed
in full; and F. P. Fleming tells The Story of Juan Ortiz and
Uleleh.

Under the somewhat vague title, The Ewvolution of a Lament,
C. T. Johnson discusses the famous journey of the four Flathead
Indians to St. Louis in search of the Bible, in The Washington
Hastorical Quarterly for April. The various accounts of the jour-
ney are given, with extracts from original sources in each case.
and the writer comes to the eoneclusion that ‘“‘good and benevolent
men, and some even with a reputation as historians, have imagined
things’’. There is begun in this same number of the Quarterly a
serial on Stephen A. Douglas: A Study of the Attempt to Settle
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thes Question of Slavery wm the Territories by the Application of
Popular Sovereignty — 1850-1860, by Edward MeMahon. .J. N.
Bowman tells of The State Archives at Olympiwa, and points out
the necessity for better provisions for the preservation of the valu-
able archive material of the State. The series of Documents of the
Hudson Bay Company, which were collected by Eva Emery Dye,

s completed by the installment in this issue.

Cireular number three of the Arkansas History Commission con-
sists of an address on A Comprehensive Historical Policy for Ar-
kansas, delivered at a joint meeting of the Arkansas Press Asso-
ciation and the Arkansas Historical Association, at Little Roek 1n
May, by J. H. Reynolds, Secretary of the Historical Association.
Mr. Reynolds points out the great need in the South for an awak-
ening to the value of historical material. There i1s much complaint,
he says, that historians have dealt unjustly with the South, and
vet in but few of the Southern states has any organized effort
been made to preserve the manuscripts, documents, and State pa-
pers from which alone a scientific and impartial history of the
South could be written. In addition to an appeal for awakened
interest, Mr, Reynolds outlines a plan for the coordination of his-
torical work in Arkansas which if carried out will do much to
retrieve the neglect of past years. The plan embraces several
elaborate series of publications, covering both primary and seec-
ondary material, to be conducted by the Arkansas Historical Asso-
ciation, and a permanent history commission with a salaried sec-
retary which should have charge of the archives, the museum, the

markine of historic sites. and various other historical activities.

A second paper on The Origin of the English Constitution, by
George Burton Adams, appears in the July number of The
American Historical Review. The paper carries the discussion
throueh the Provisions of Oxford of 1258, to about the year 1310.
One of the points made by Mr. Adams is that too much 1mportance
has been placed upon the dropping of clauses from Magna Carta n
the reissues. The principles underlying these clauses were not
newly established by their embodiment in Magna Carta, but had

previously existed in feudal law, and ‘‘the omission of these clauses

[ | i -
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made no difference either in the law as it stood, or in the fact that
the king was bound to obey it in the particulars which they
"-:‘(.flt'i‘{_].” T.*IH' f';'u,w,icn’h# E cCpPansSton lowards _-1.\'?(.? f.’Hr; the Arctic
the Middle Ages (to 1500), by C. Raymond Beazley, is a brief ac-
count of the conquest and settlement of the two Siberias by the
Russians. The expansion of the Russian Empire from a compara-
tively small strip of territory to its present gigantic dimensions is
a noteworthy feature of European history which has received but
httle attention. The writer places much emphasis upon the geo-
graphical and mercantile factors in this expansion. The Politics
Behind Braddock’s Expedition, by Thad W. Riker, treats chiefly
of the difficulty between the Duke of Newcastle and the Cumber-
land faction in England. Viector Coffin writes A Preliminary Study
of the Admainistrativ [’ufr:’_ﬂ; of J_\'Up(:f( on I, in which he discusses
the principles and practices of Napoleon’s administration. Some
Problems of Southern Economic History, by Alfred Holt Stone, is
a paper read at the Madison meeting of the American Historical
;\Hﬂm‘i%l“ﬁ]] il'i ll)r*r*{*]]*hi-l“ ]’.”“T_ Th!' PHJIH’ r's Hf. Zt’ IHFIHH ” 1“!.2.';,
1806-1807, gathered by Herbert E. Bolton among the archives in the
City of Mexico, are documents of interest and value to the student
of Mississippi Valley history. The papers here printed were taken
from Pike by the Spaniards after his arrest while exploring the
Missouri and Arkansas rivers in 1807.
ACTIVITIES

The Oklahoma Historical Society is at present occupying tem-
porary quarters, but expects to return to its old home 1n the Carne-
gie hbrary building 1n January or as soon as additions under
construction are completed. The library and the museum col-
lection of the Society have had a creditable growth during the

suminer,

A valuable collection of Americana gathered by Orsamus H.
Marshall, of Buffalo, New York, and subsequently owned by his
son, the late Charles D. Marshall, has been deposited with the
Buffalo Historical Society. It is especially rich in books and maps

relating to the French in America to 1761 ; particularly those works

VOL. VI—39Y
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bearing on the St. Lawrence valley, western New York and the
Great Lakes. Among many rarities in the collection are original
issues of twenty-five of the Jesmit Relations. Volume twelve of
the Publications of the Society, which consists largely of papers
dealing espeecially with the history of the Erie canal, is now in

press.

[Under the auspices of the Webster County (lowa) Historical
Society, the third annual Pioneers Day of Webster County was ob-
served at Fort Dodge on August 19. The principal address was
delivered h}' President Albert B. Storms of Iowa State (__".r'}]]t'*gif‘,
The attractive manner in which the preliminary announcement

was printed 1s to be ecommended.

Among the papers and documents in the custody of the Madrid
(Iowa) Historical Society i1s an old poll book of what was then
Pleasant township in Boone County. It is the record of the votes
cast in that township on August 3, 1857, on the question of strik-
ing the word ‘‘white’’ from the new Constitution which was sub-

mitted to the vote of the people on the same day.

An oil portrait of Theodore O’Hara, a Kentucky poet, has re-
cently been received by the Kentucky State Historical Society
from the artist, William Besser, and will ultimately find its place
in the hall of fame in the new capitol building along with the
other portraits painted for the Society. A number of additional
portraits of Kentucky governors have been assigned to different

artists and it is expected that work on them will progress rapidly.

The museum department of the State Historical Society of
Wisconsin has been developing rapidly of late, especially on the
archaeological and ethnological side. Dr. Reuben Gold Thwaites
and Mr. Charles E. Brown, chief of the museum department, are
engaged in visiting the several Indian reservations of the State,
with a view to reporting on their condition, as well as for the pur-
pose of gathering material for the museum. A series of educa-
tional bulletins has lately been introduced in the museum, and
these bulletins will be loaned to public libraries throughout the
State. Dr. Thwaites has recently interviewed Jonathan H. Evans,

F R | I R —_—Y
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a piloneer of the lead region in southwestern Wisconsin, and it is
promised that his reminiscences, when published, will be of much
interest. A considerable addition has lately been made to the col-
lection of Fox River manusecripts in the possession of the Society.
Plans are on foot for the celebration of the sixtieth anniversary

of the Society which will be held at Madison early in next year.

The State Historical Society of North Dakota has been carry-
ing on an examination of the Indian wvillage sites along the Mis-
sourl River in that State for evidences of occupation by the Man-
dans, Cheyennes, Grosventres and Arikara. The field work dur-
ing the past summer has been under the direction of Mr. A. B.
Stout, of Madison, and the results of the investigations are embod-
1ed 1n the second volume of the Collections of the *.“':ln‘i!‘!}' !‘l‘l’*'llfl}.'
1ssued from the press. In the way of historical research the So-
ciety 1s directing a study of immigration to North Dakota, show-
ing the location of the various foreign groups; a sketeh of the
Constitutional Convention of 1889, and a history of Protestant
missionaries in Dakota. A plan for the organization of a North
Dakota History Teachers’ Association has been outlined by the
Society, with a view to establishing high school and common school
museums, and promoting the use by teachers of Indian mytho-
logical stories and narratives of early pioneers and missionaries
published by the Society. The museum and library of the Society
in the State Capitol have grown rapidly and are being visited and

used by many people interested in State history.

The Ohio State Archaeological and - Historical Society is per-
forming a variety of funections and is doing much to promote the
historical interests of that State. At present it is having trans-
lated from the German a manuseript by David Zeisberger, which
1s an account of the Ohio Indians that has never been published.
The unprinted portion of Washington’s diary of his trip down the
Ohio River in 1770 is also being prepared for publication. Fur-
thermore, the Society will publish the proceedings of the Ohio
Valley Historical Conference, held at Cincinnati in November,
1907. Turning to the field of archaeology, the Society has just

(fi_)]“]l']f‘tl_‘[_l Nnew {']igu-nx‘wriu*ﬁ at J*Tnl'f ;\ll{'it*]li i!l \Vill‘l'l*ll {_'1111111}',
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Ohlo, and has directed the opening of several hitherto unexplored
mounds 1n Ross County. Many interesting and valuable finds were
made in these mounds, especially in the line of copper ornaments.
In addition to the regular appropriations, the last session of the
Ohio legislature gave the Society five hundred dollars to erect an
observatory tower at Serpent Mound, and a sufficient amount of
money to purchase the portion of Fort Ancient not owned by the
Society heretofore. Another activity of the Soeciety is a ecommemo-
rative celebration at the grave of David Zeisberger near Sharon

Church 1n Tuscarawas County, Ohio.

THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF IOWA

Mr. Dan E. Clark will sueceeed Dr. John C. Parish as Assistant
Editor of the Society.

The volume on Augustus Caesar Dodge prepared by Mr. Louis

Pelzer will be distributed in November.

At the July meeting of the Board of Curators Miss Ethyl E.

Martin was elected to the position of Clerk to the Superintendent.

Mr. Henry .J. Peterson, author of The Regulation by Law of
Flections in the Te }'?'rfur‘u of ITowa, and a member of the t’;{!{'il‘t}"

1S Principal of the High School at Diamondwville, Wyoming.

At the exercises commemorative of the one hundredth anmver-
sary of the landing of the United States troops at Fort Madison an
address on Local History was delivered by the Superintendent of

the Society.

A collection of photographs of North American Indians by Ed-
ward S. Curtis will be on exhibition in the rooms of the Society
during the month of October. These photographs were used 1n

connection with Mr. Curtis’s book on The North American Indians.

A volume on the History of Railway Taxation in Iowa has been
prepared by Professor John E. Brindley of The Iowa State Col-
lece of Agriculture and Mechanie Arts for publication by The
State Historical Society of Iowa. Professor Brindley is at work
on another volume which will deal with other phases of the history

of taxation 1n this State.
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Material is being collected for the eighth volume of the Messages

UJH? 1’}*:;#}:’!”“1!’;lru!ﬁ; of thi Governors Hfl IHH'H. T]li.\' ‘»'ll]llllli" will

contain the Messages and Proclamations of Governor Cummins

and will probably be issued in 1909 Hollowing the eighth vol-

ume an index covering the entire series will he 1Issued.

In The Charl ston (Illinois ”rh'f‘a;' Courier of H:-plumhpr 18.
1908, Mr. S. E. Thomas, sometime Custodian of The State His-
torical Society of Towa, gives an account of the Lancoln-Douglas
debate which occurred at Charleston fifty years ago. On Septem-

ber 18, the semi-centennial celebration of that debate was held

The following persons have recently been elected to membership :
Mr. Louis Koch, Middle Amana. Iowa: Col. William G. Dows.
Cedar Rapids, Towa: Miss Agnes Heightshoe. Perry, Iowa: Mr. A
Bruce Alderman, Marion, Iowa: Judge Gifford S. Robinson. Des
Moines, Towa: Judee James W. Jollinger. Davenport, ITowa: Hon.
Charles E. Pickett, Waterloo. Towa: Mr. B. F. Swisher, Waterloo.
Iowa; Mr. D. D. Murphy, Elkader, Towa: Professor John E Brind-
10}'. Ames, lowa: Professor B H (arver. Sioux {_'ii}'. lowa : Dr.
T. L.. Hazard. Towa City, Iowa; Senator F. N. Smith. Y armouth.
Iowa; Judge C. W. Vermilion, Centerville, Towa - Judge Hiram K,
Evans, Corydon, Towa ; and Miss Ethyl E. Martin. Towa City, Iowa.

At a recent meeting of the Board of Curators. Mr. Jacoh Van
der Zee was elected to the position of Research Assistant in the
Society. Mr. Van der Zee was born at St. Anna Parochie. Fries.
land, Holland, in 1884. He came with his parents to Towa in 1892
After graduating from the Sioux Center public schools in 1899 he
attended the Northwestern Classical Academy at Orange City for
two years, graduating in 1901. Entering The State University of
Towa in 1901, he took a degree in the College of Liberal Arts in
1905. In October, 1905, he entered Merton College, Oxford. Enc-
land. Before going to England as Rhodes Scholar. Mr. Van der
ZH{‘ was i’t_}l.'illt'*['ti*il Wi!h T}]V State “iHTul'ii‘ill Ht]i‘il*t}' of qu‘;i wh.-:*q-
he was engaged in research work. In 1904 he won the Colonial
Dames Prize for the best essay in Iowa History. Mr. Van der Zee

entered upon his work as Research Assistant, September 21, 1908.




