THE HISTORY AND PRINCIPLES OF THE DEMO-
CRATIC PARTY OF THE TERRITORY
OF IOWA.

[The history of the separate Territorial governments, and of the Territorial
system in general, remains to be written. We shall not understand the history
of political parties in this country until the history of political parties in the
Western States has received more attention. Nor have such topies as the ad-
mission of the Western States into the Union, the formation of their constitu-
tions, and the sources of their political institutions been sufficiently considered.
The West is a rich museum of political forms and experimentations that will
reward study.—Turner’s The West as a Field for Historical Study in the An-
nual Report of the American Historical Association, 1896, Vol. I, p. 285.]

In the political history of lowa the decennium from 1836
to 1846 presents the successive stages of the growth, the
organization, and the triumphs of a political party which
during this period was in the ascendancy in national af-
fairs. Likewise it illustrates the evolution of the political
ideas and methods of a frontier community into those of a
body politic with all the departments and machinery of a
State government. Various States through their emigrants
contributed to the stock of political ideas, principles, and
methods of the people of Towa Territory; while throughout
this period the National government, through the power ot
its patronage and its appropriations, was nurturing its po-
litical ward in the principles and creed of the party in
power. Territorial politics, therefore, becomes a detail as
well as a backeground in the National picture of these ten
yvears of American political history.

1 The faects in this article are to a considerable extent based upon material
collected by Professor Benj. F. Shambaugh for a documentary history of polit-
ical parties in Towa. For a parallel article on the Whigs, see the writer’s The

History and Principles of the Whigs of the Territory of Iowa in THE 10WA
JOURNAL OF History AND Porrrics, Vol. V, No. 1, p. 46.
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When the Iowa District became a part of the original
Wisconsin Territory its area included the present State of
lowa, Minnesota and parts of North and South Dakota.
and moreover 1ts population was then increasing faster
than that east of the Mississippi River. Governor Henry
Dodge, of Wisconsin Territory, after assuming his duties
ordered without delay a census to be taken of Du Buque
and Demoine counties, which at that time comprised the
lowa District. The census returns gave to Du Buque
County a population of 4274 and to Demoine County a
population of 62572 On September 9, 1836, Governor
Dodge issued a proclamation apportioning to Du Buque
County five Representatives and three members of the
Council and to Demoine County seven Representatives and
three members of the Council and designating October 10,
1836, as the time for an election of Representatives, mem-
bers of the Council, and a Delegate to Congress.?

The proclamation of Governor Dodge for the first elec-
tion in the Towa District called forth a large number of
announcements of candidates for the various offices, from
Delegate to Congress to constables. The Galena (Ill.) Ga-
zette 1n September, 1836, contained the announcements of
Col. George W. Jones and Moses Meeker who were aspir-
Ing to represent the Territory of Wisconsin at Washing-
ton.* The Whigs, realizing their minority, began to nomi-
nate candidates for the various offices under such deceptive
titles as ‘““‘no party men’’. ‘“‘fence men’’, ete. But the
Democrats at once penetrated these masquerading tacties
and 1ssued the following call, which gives an excellent ac-
count of the political feeling then existing :—

“Shambaugh’s The First Census of the Original Counties of Dubuque and
Demoine, pp. 45, 82

*Shambaugh’s Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. I
p. o0.

?

* Du Buque Visitor, Vol. I, No. 19, September 14, 1836.
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To the Democrats of Du Buque County:

An 1mportant election 1s about to be held for the choice of Coun-
cilmen and Representatives in the Legislative Assembly of this new
Territory. At such an important epoch as the first election for
legislative officers for this vast scope of country, it is not proper
that the Democracy of this county should stand idle, with their
arms folded.—The price of liberty is eternal vigilance. The char-
acter of the first Legislative Assembly will have an important bear-
ing upon the future political prospects of the States that will be
formed from this Territory. The enemies of the people are always
on the alert. They are always ready and anxious to plant their
noxious principles wherever they will take root. Let not the
Democracy of the county be stigmatized as too dull to apprehend
their rights, or too indolent to maintain them. But, fellow citizens,
be not deceived by hollow-hearted professions of friendship. We
have been told that all who ery Father! Father! shall not enter the
Kingdom of Heaven; neither shall those who ery ‘*Democracy’’
and ‘‘the People’” be considered as genuine desciples of Jackson
and Jefferson. There are those who to effect a temporary object,
may seem to adopt our principles, although they are at variance
with their past conduect. Trust them not, they have clothed them-
selves with the lion’s skin, but elect them to office, and they will
show by their braying what they are. You hear a great deal said,
fellow-citizens, about ‘‘no party men’’—that the citizens of this
Territory have nothing to say in politics—and that the question
should not be raised at the coming election. These are but the aects
and snares and strategems of a wily enemy. Examine the list of
candidates offered. How many of them do you recognize as your
political friends,—who stood by Jackson in ‘‘days of panie,”’ and
good wishes now are for the success of the Democratic candidates,
Van Buren and Johnson? Depend upon it those who are not for
us are against us. ‘‘No party men’’ and ‘‘fence men’’ are always
against the Democratic party—and we had better have an open
enemy than a pretended friend.

It is well known that a large majority of the citizens of this
Territory are Democrats, friends of Jackson and Van Buren, and
it 1s highly important that the majority should have something to
say in the choice of public officers. They can only effect their ob-
ject by union and concert of action among themselves. In union
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there 1s strength and victory. But if we permit our enemies to
retain the vantage ground which they have assumed,—if we suffer
our strength to be frittered away by casting our votes in the dark
for candidates with whose principles we are unacquainted, and
without any understanding amongst ourselves, we shall ensure the
election of a majority of our political opponents.

For the purpose therefore of ensuring concert and union among
themselves the pEMOCRATIC REPUBLICANS of Du Buque County are
mvited to meet at the cabin of Mpr. Miller, at the mouth of Bee
Branch on Cooley, near Samuel Hulitt’s, on the 26th day of Sept.
(inst.) at 10 o’clock A. M., for the purpose of taking the neces-
sary steps preparatory to the next general election in this Terri-
tory.’

It had been hoped that the past services of George W.
Jones would entitle him to a unanimous election. But a
few Whigs were willing to administer a measure of partisan
politics to the infant Territory. In the campaign lasting
hardly a month the past records and capabilities of Jones
and Meeker were paraded for comparison. Personal and
local considerations, however, such as the location of county
seats, internal improvements, and a discussion of the vari-
ous claims of Burlington, Belmont, Du Buque, and Madison
for the capital of the Territory constitute the principal
record of the first political activity in Towa.

The popularity of Col. G. W. Jones was ceneral through-
out the Territory. It was he whose efforts had secured
the passage of the Act of April 20, 1836, establishing the
original Territory of Wisconsin, and the voters generally
believed that his election was necessary to secure the best
nterests of the young Territory in matters of National
legislation.

In the election of October 10, 1836. the returns showed
that out of a total vote of 4218, Col. Jones had been elected
by a majority of 2826. In the Iowa Distriet, Meeker had

* Du Buque Visitor, Vol. I, No. 20, September 21, 1836,
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received but 57 votes. In Iowa County® Meeker had a
majority of five votes which was explained by the Belmont
Gazette as follows: ‘“A temporary excitement with regard
to the seat of government was made to operate against
him (Jonmes); gratuitous and unfounded reports of his be-
ing interested in a particular place were circulated and to
this, and this alone, is to be ascribed his loss of votes”’?

The next political contest in the Towa District took place
on July 10 of the next year. On the death of Hosea T.
Camp, a Representative from Du Buque County, Governor
Dodge, on May 31, 1837, issued a proclamation calling for a
special election to fill the vacancy.® At a meeting on June
17, 1837, in response to a call for a meeting of the Demo-
cratic citizens of Du Buque County, John Parker was
nominated to succeed Camp, and two weeks later i a |
Democratic journal he set forth his views on various pub- ?
lic questions.? On June 24 Alexander W. McGregor™® also
launched his candidacy for the office in a long letter in the
JTowa News. The election returns showed that MeGregor

was the successful candidate by 138 votes.'” |

One year’s experience under the laws of Wisconsin Ter-
ritory had demonstrated that it was 1mpossible to secure
their proper and adequate administration 1 the lowa Dis-
trict. The extent of the Territory, its geographical posi-

¢ Towa County comprised an area in Wisconsin Territory east of the Missis-
sippi River. It had been established in 1829 by an act of the Territory of
Michigan.

" Strong’s History of Wisconsin T'erritory, pp. 2921, .222.

s Shambaugh’s Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. 1,

p. oY.

9 Towa News, Vol. I, Nos. 4, 5, June 24, July 1, 1837.

10 Por the career of Alexander W. MecGregor in the Territory of Iowa see
Parish’s The Bribery of Alexander W. McGregor in THE 10WA JOURNAL OF
HisTory AND Poruitics, Vol. ITI, No. 3, p. 384.

1 Towa News, Vol. I, No. 8, July 22, 1837. |
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tion, the number and increase of the population, the diffi-
culty of securing adequate administration in the courts of
justice, and the prospect of losing political prestige and
distinetion by the possible removal of the seat of govern-
ment from Burlington to Madison!? had combined in cre-
ating a desire on the part of the people of the Towa District
for a separate Territory.

Du Buque County took the lead in the movement by
appointing, on Oectober 13, 1837, twenty-one delegates to
attend a Territorial (om ention in Burlington.!*> Assem-
bling on November 6, this Convention held a three days
session at which all ‘rhe seven counties of the Towa Distriet
were represented. Three committees were appointed to
memorialize Congress: a committee on Preémptions, a
committee on the division of the Territory, and one on the
Missouri Boundary. The first and second committees re-
ported on November 25 and commended highly the serv-
ices of Governor Dodge and Delegate George W. Jones.
Throughout these reports there is shown a patriotism, a
foresight, and an intelligence that are highly commenda-
tory of the settlers of early Towa.*

From Burlington there issued in the first half of the
year 1838 numerous announcements of candidates for the
office of Delegate to Congress and for Representative, the
terms of the incumbents of which were. by the Oreanic Act
of April 20, 1836, to expire this year. The announcement
of Col. George W. Jones as a candidate for Dele oate was
preceded by that of William W. Chapman for the same
honor; while Thomas P. Burnett’s announcement arrived

* By an act of the Legislative Assembly of Wisconsin Territory of December
, 1836, the seat of government was to be loc ated temporarily at Burlington

un‘rll March 4, 1839, or until the publie buildings at \1 adison should be eom-
pleted.—Laws of W 1sconsin, 1836, p. 49.

¥ Towa News, Vol. I, No. 20, October 14, 183

“IUE.H:I-:\H{&,\U] I, No. 2 3, I\(n{mb;r_] 183
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on June 13.1% (Congress, however, had considered the me-
morials from the Burlington Convention of November 6-8;
and on June 12, 1838, President Van Buren signed the
act which on July 4 was to establish the Territory of lowa
and provide for a new set of officers for the newly created
Territory.

During the two years of its inclusion within the original
Territory of Wisconsin there had been no defimtely organ-
ized political parties within the original Territory of Wis-
consin. Nevertheless the pioneers—from the Tennesseean
whose politics was ‘“Old Hickory’ to the man from the
oranite hills of Vermont who had worshipped at the shrines
of Webster and Clay—had brought from their various
homes political methods and a fairly well defined political
philosophy. The two years from 1836 to 1838 furnish,
therefore, the starting point for the expression of the
political instinets of our pioneer fathers and for the crea-
tion and development of party machinery during the eight
yvears of the Territorial period which followed.

Political activity in the Towa District in 1838 was quick-
ened by its contiguity to the Territory east of the Missis-
sippi River. A meeting of Democratic citizens in Navarino,
Brown County, in May, 1838, had issued an address stating
the principles of Democracy and urging the organization
of the Democratic party in the Territory. ‘‘Let the party
be organized throughout this wide Territory’’, ran the
report, ‘‘to meet the emergency as becomes the decendants
of those patriotic spirits which achieved and bequeathed to
us the blessings of liberty, and like them to stand ready to

sacrifice their all upon the altar of freedom.’’*®

15 The Fort Madison Patriot, Vol. I, Nos. 3, 8, 9, April 18, May 30, June 13,
1838. This was a Whig journal published from March 24, 1838, to September
2. 1838, by James G. Edwards, at Fort Madison.

18 Towa News, Vol. I, No. 49, May 26, 1838.
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Following in the echoes of this address came a large
number of announcements for the various offices of the
new Territory. Henry Eno, from Lee County, aspired to
a seat 1n the Counecil; James Davis declared his candidaecy
for Delegate to Congress;'” and on the same day Peter H.
Engle launched his candidacy for the same high office.
T'he Fort Madison Patriot, in an extra issue on September
2, contained the announcements of seven candidates for
Congress, two candidates for the Council, and nine aspir-
ants for the House of Representatives.!®

No systematic campaign developed and the issues again
centered largely about the questions of locating county
seats, temperance, and 1nternal improvements. The Whigs,
who had everything to gain and little to lose in partisan
activity, were largely responsible for the partisan politics
which appeared in the campaign.

The election of September 10, 1838, in which sixteen
counties participated, gave the following number of votes
to the several candidates for Delegate to Congress: Wil-
ham W. Chapman (Democrat), 1490: Peter H. Eingle
(Democrat), 1454; Benjamin F. Wallace. the candidate
with the strongest Whig leaning, 913; David Rorer (Demo-
crat), 605; L. Taliafarro, 3; Isaac Lefler. 2: William Wal-
lace, 3; H. Craighton, 1; and John Foley, 1.° The history
of the First Legislative Assembly shows that the complex-
1on of that body was Democratic.

r R - i . . L

I'he Whigs derived in the next few months a new stimu-
lus for partisan activity from the various political appoint-
ments by Governor Robert Lucas and from the bestowal of

" The Fort Madison Patriot, Vol. IT. Nos. 10, 13, June 27, July 25, 1838,
* The Fort Madison Patriot, Extra. September 2, 1838,

19 - e 1 1 i OO0 F ~ : - ~ ~ - 1
Eleetion returns as found among the Archives in the Historical Department
at Des Moines.
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political patronage by the Legislative Assembly. Never-
theless, The Iowa Patriot, the leading journal of Whig
sentiments, said timidly: ‘“We know that the Governor
is opposed to carrying national politics into the Legisla-
ture, and so are we, and shall be until this ceases to be a
Territory. Should opposition to the Administration de-
velop it will cut off our supplies from Washington.”” It
also ventured the warning that a partisan election would
destroy the harmony and concord which would be necessary
to secure the admission of Towa to Statehood. It pointed
out the evils of strenuous partisanship in lIllinois and the
Territory of Wisconsin to show that an absence of partisan
contests would ensure the election of the best men.?’

In this year (1839) an election for Delegate to Congress
took place which was as unnecessary as 1t was 1llegal.
It appears that on January 25, 1839, Governor Robert
Lucas had approved ‘“ An Act providing for and regulating
General Elections in this Territory.”’?! A careless and

bungling drafting or printing of the statute resulted in a
oreat discrepancy in the first section between the printed
law and the bill as it was signed by Governor Lucas. The
following extract from the Governor’s annual message of
November 5, 1839, shows this feature.

The original enrolled bill signed by the presiding Officers of
both branches of the Legislative Assembly, approved by the Execu-
tive, and deposited in the Secretary’s office, in the clause relating
to Delegate to Congress, reads as follows: ‘“An election for Dele-
gate to Congress, for members of the Council, and County recorder,
shall take place on the first Monday in August next—and forty,
and on the same day in every second year thereafter.”” The printed
copy is made to read ‘‘An election for Delegate to Congress, for
members of the Council, and County Recorder, shall take place on
the first Monday of August, Eighteen hundred and forty, and on

20 The Towa Patriot, Vol. I, No. 4, June 27, 1839.
“ Laws of Iowa, 1839, p. 185.
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the same day 1n every second year thereafter.”” Thus we find the
word ‘“next’” when 1t occurs after the word ‘“ August’” in the origi-
nal enrolled bill omitted, and the words [‘‘]|Eighteen hundred’’
that are not in the original roll interpolated in the printed copy.22

By the provisions of the Organic Act the term of the
Delegate to Congress was two years and the term of Wil-
lham W. Chapman, who had been elected on September 10,
1838, would, therefore, not expire until 1840. Nevertheless,
there 1s evidence that Francis Gehon, from Dubuque
County, relying upon the Governor’s version of the first
section of the Act of January 25, 1839, had made an agoTes-
sive campaign for the office of Delegate to Congress. Gov-
ernor Lucas as an additional step to these nnnecessary and

extra-legal proceedings issued, on October 1, 1839, a procla-
mation stating that in the August election Francis Gehon
had received 843 votes, William W. Chapman 24, and
Joseph M. Robinson 13, and declaring that Gehon was duly
elected Delegate to Congress.?® The Hawk-Eye and Iowa
Patriot was content to express its mirth over this procla-
mation in exclamations.2* Of course this election was null
and void and Gehon never had any more claims to the office
of Delegate to Congress than had the Governor’s house
servant.?’

“ Shambaugh’s Executive Journal of ITowa, 1838-1841, p. 184.

* Shambaugh ’s Ezecutive Journal of Towa, 1838-1841, p. 159.

Some thought that the Governor’s proclamation was in accordance with the
Act of Congress of March 3, 1839, amendatory of the Organiec Aect, the second
section of which declared ‘‘That the term of service of the present delegate
for said territory of Towa shall expire on the 27th day of October, 1840: and
the qualified electors of said territory may elect a delegate to serve from the
said 27th of October to the fourth day of March thereafter.’”’ From this it is
seen, however, that the Act of Congress neither created a vacancy nor called for
an election for the year 1839.

“* Hawk-Eye and Iowa Patriot, Vol. I, No. 19, October 10, 1839,

25 1 T AT - 3 i 3 D : . - -y L] . 1 b n "
For a detailed account of this case see the writer’s article on The Election
of Francis Gehon in 1839 in THE IoWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND PoOLITICS,
Vol. V, No. 4, p. 534.
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The year 1840 was a time of delirium for the political
parties which was general throughout the United States.
For three long years the ill-fated Van Buren had been
tossed like a political derelict upon the waves of financial
distress and disaster which had followed 1n the wake of the
stormy financial legislation under the autocratic reign of
‘“Old Hickory’’. The Whig party was quick to take advan-
tage of the financial and industrial depression by institut-
ing a campaign the like of which is not recorded in the
annals of American politics. Clay, Webster, and Winfield
Scott were cast aside as unavailable candidates for the
presidency, and the choice finally fell to William Henry
Harrison, the hero of many battles, whom the Whigs with-
out any platform and without any declaration of policy?®
called from his Ohio home to lead the conglomerate Whig
hosts to victory.

The campaign was marked by parades and processions,
songs and speeches. Webster, Clay, Corwin, Preston, Pren-
tiss, and many others formed the galaxy of brilliant speak-
ers who addressed the cheering throngs of Whigs. The
Democrats in vain argued and protested and demanded a
sane discussion of public issues. But nothing could stem
the tide; and the election returns showed that Harrison and
Tyler had been harangued, paraded, and sung into office
and that the Jackson dynasty was at an end.

Although the Territory of Iowa had no voice in the
national election, symptoms and effects of the noisy excite-
ment were evident in the young Territory. William W.
Chapman, the Delegate in Congress, wrote from Washing-
ton advising the people of the Territory to desist from a
political warfare until after the adjournment of Congress.
Political measures would tend to defeat measures of the

*¢¢In presenting General Harrison for President the Whig party had torn a

page from the Jackson text-book.’’—Schouler’s History of the United States,
Vol. IV, p. 336.
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ogreatest interest to the Territory. ‘I cannot’’, he added,
as reported in a Whig journal, ‘‘permit my name to be
submitted to any Convention of a partisan character.’’2?
Yet two months later the friends of Van Buren held a
meeting to appoint delegates to a Van Buren Convention
to be held at Burlington on July 9, 1840.28

Abuse and denunciation of the Democrats for their par-
tisan activity issued from the Whigs who at the same time
were holding Conventions and meetings, nominating can-
didates, issuing addresses, forming the Tippecanoe clubs
of Burlington and Muscatine, and assuming their role in
the theatrical demonstrations of this year. A Territorial
Convention of Whigs met at Bloomington, called itself a
‘“Congress of the People”’, and adopted resolutions on the
issues of the ecampaign. A thorough organization was ef-
fected, and Mr. Alfred Rich was nominated for Delegate
to Congress.** James Churchman of Dubuque County,
announced his candidacy®® on April 30, and the Democrats
in their Convention of August 19, 1840, nominated Augus-
tus C. Dodge. On July 16, Philip Viele, of Lee County,
had announced his candidacy?®' which he withdrew when
Rich became the regular nominee of the Whigs. On August
20 appeared the announcement of the Demoecratic incum-
bent of the office, William W. Chapman.32

A striet party alignment of the voters took place this
year and both parties became thoroughly oreanized by the
appointment of vigilance, correspondence, and central com-
mittees, and by the formation of clubs. The Hawk-Evye
and Lowa Patriot declared that Dodge was holding a luera-

“ Hawk-Eye and Iowa Patriot, Vol. I. No. 47, April 23, 1840.

= Hawlk-Evye and Iowa Patriot, Vol. I1I, No. 4, June 25. 1840.

= Hawk-Eye and Iowa Patriot, Vol. IT. No. 10, August 6, 1840,
* Hawk-Eye and Iowa Patriot. Vol. [, No. 48, April 30, 1840,

* Hawk-Eye and Iowa Patriot, Vol. IT. No. 7. July 16, 1840.

* Hawk-Evye and Iowa Patriot, Vol. II, No. 12. August 20, 1840.

e
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tive office under the Federal government, and but for that
he never would have come to Iowa. Rich, it urged, would
oppose the suicidal policies of the Van Buren administra-
tion and combat a ‘‘union of the sword and the purse.’’?3
The effect of the great campaign upon the voters of Iowa
Territory is noticeable in the election of October 5, 1840, at
which Dodge received a majority of only 615 votes over
Alfred Rich, which caused the Hawk-Evye and ITowa Patriot
to complain that hundreds and hundreds of Whigs had
voted for Dodge out of personal and local considerations.?*
The elections to the House of Representatives resulted in
some advantages for the Whigs, while in the elections to
the Council they gained one additional member which gave
them control of that branch of the Legislative Assembly.

The history of the political parties in Iowa Territory
becomes linked in this year (1840) with the question of
securing the admission of Iowa as a State. A brief review
of the movement 1s necessary to give a perspective of the
political agitation of this year. A Territory has always
been considered as a temporary form of government—as a
stage 1n the evolution of a frontier community to State-
hood. For some time the desire for Statehood had existed
among the citizens of the Territory of lowa. Governor
Robert Lucas had given expression to it on November 5,
1839, in his second annual message to the Legislative As-
sembly ;%® editorials had been written upon the question
and the subject had oceupied the attention of the Couneil ;3°
in the extra session of 1840 Governor Lucas referred to the
committee on Territories in the National House of Repre-
sentatives which had made a report favorable to the admis-

B Hawk-Eye and Iowa Patriot, Vol. II, No. 10, August 6, 1840,
“ Hawlk-Eye and Iowa Patriot, Vol. IT, No. 22, October 29, 1840,

® Shambaugh’s Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. I,
p. 95.

* Shambaugh’s History of the Constitutions of Iowa, pp. 146-150.
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sion of Towa, and again urged action by the Legislative
Assembly.?” In accordance with his recommendations that
body, in July, had passed ‘““An Act to provide for the ex-
pression of the opinion of the people of the Territory of
lowa as to taking preparatory steps for their admission
into the Union.’’38

Official returns of the vote on the Constitution question
indicated an overwhelming defeat of the proposition for
which 1ts supporters had mustered 937 votes and its oppo-
nents 2907. Linn County alone gave a vote in favor of the
Constitution—the vote stood 81 to 39. In the same county
the vote for Delegate stood: Dodge, 164; Rich, 913° A
comparison of the total vote on the Constitution question
with the total votes cast for Delegate—4838 for Dodge and
4315 for Rich—shows clearly that the proposition was not
fully understood by the voters and that interest in it was
diluted by the excitement of the campaign for the various
candidates.

The old Jacksonian maxim, that to the victors belong the
spoils, served in 1841 to vitalize the politics of the young
Territory. The Legislative Assembly controlled by the
Democrats was careful to give the legislative printing and
binding to its partisan friends. The Whig journals resent-
ing this, charged that the Locofoco members had banded
themselves into a partisan organization and had resorted
to every malice, slander, and oppression of the Whig mem-
bers.*® It was charged in this year by the Hawk-Eye and
Lowa Patriot that the Bloomington Herald, the Burlington
Gazette, and the Towa Capitol Reporter (the leading Demo-

' Shambaugh’s Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of lowa, Vol. I,
p. 145.

* Shambaugh’s Documentary History of Iowa, Vol, T, p. 135.
* Hawk-Eye and Iowa Patriot, Vol. II, No. 27, December 3, 1840.

“ Iowa Standard, Vol. T, No. 15, January 29, 1841,
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cratic journals in the Territory) had entered 1nto an “‘un-
holy alliance’’ to secure a monopoly of all the public print-
ing. The Bloomington Herald resented this charge and
declared that it was aimed at Ver Plank Van Antwerp, the
editor of the Iowa Capitol Reporter which at this time was
enjoying the largest share of the legislative printing.*! On
the other hand President Harrison, on March 25, 1841, had
removed Governor Lucas whose steady and firm purpose
had guided the Territory for nearly three years® and had
appointed his former political ally and military comrade
John Chambers, of Kentucky, and a new list of Whig Terri-
torial officers was sent to the capital at Iowa City.

A lack of issues and a spirit of organization pervaded the
politics of the year 1841. ‘*We were overthrown but not
defeated in 184077, declared a meeting of Democrats in the
(Clouncil chamber early in January. Serious alarm was ex-
pressed over Harrison’s election and over Webster’s eleva-
tion to the portfolio of Secretary of State. The public
career of Henry Clay was severely condemned while they
reviewed with honest pride the public services of the Dele-
oate to Congress, Augustus C. Dodge. After appointing
q Central Committee of five and providing for a Commit-
tee of Correspondence in every county, the meeting recom-
mended the holding of a Territorial convention of the
party early in June to nominate a candidate for Delegate
to Congress.**

County after county was thoroughly organized and dele-
oates were chosen to attend the June convention at lowa
City.** Meanwhile, the untimely death of President Harri-

4 Printed in the Towa Capitol Reporter, Vol. 1, No. 3, December 18, 1841.

2 Parish’s Robert Lucas, pp. 264, 265.

8 Bloomington Herald, Vol. I, No. 13, January 22, 1341. The Herald was a
Democratic paper under the editorship of John B. Russell and Thomas Hughes.

% Bloomington Herald, Vol. I, Nos. 18, 26, 30, 39, February 26, April 23, May
21, July 23, 1841.
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son had elevated to the presidency John Tyler, whose title
to membership in the Whig party had never been clear.
The disappointment and sorrow of the Wh 12s over this
event had pressed the various factions into some degree
of coherency, but the final breach between Tyler and Con-
gress rejuvenated all the hopes of the Democrats and gave
fresh zeal to their preparations for the Towa City Con-
vention.

Democrats from every county seem to have been present
at this Convention, which was marked by hope and warm
enthusiasm. The 103 delegates formed themselves into a
long procession and marched through the streets of the
young capital, carrying a huge banner on one side of which
was inscribed in large letters: ““Thomas H. Benton, The
friend of the poor man, the western squatter and champion
of equal rights. Against Henry Clay the denouncer of
the pioneer of the West, the speculator’s friend and sup-
porter ot foreign dictation.”” On the reverse side ran an
equally impressive text: ‘‘Democ racy —our Country,
agaimnst Daniel Webster and the Hartford ('onvention.’

In the Convention strong resolutions were adopted charge-
img that the Whig administration was corrupt and .«.ltt{l{"‘h-
ing the banking system of the W higs in the usual terms.
Governor Chambers, too. was denounced as an enemy of
the West and of the western settler. Augustus C. Dodge,
whom they commended for his untiring and patriotic serv-
ices in behalf of Towa Territory, was given a unanimous
renomination for Delecate to ongress. The lowa Stand-
ard, a Whig organ, which gave an account of these proceed-
ings, denied the charges in these resolutions and declared
warmly that the voters would rebuke the authors of them
at the polls.43

Meanwhile the Whigs had again selected Alfred Rich to

®Iowa Standard, Vol. I, No. 29, June 10, 1841.
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make the race against Augustus C. Dodge for Delegate to
Congress.** No issues developed in the campaign and the
contest was waged over the records and qualifications of
the candidates who conducted a speech-makjng canvass.
The election returns of August 6, 1841, indicated that the
Whigs had lost one Representative to the Democrats, who
now controlled the House by a majority of six votes. For
Dodge 4838 votes were cast, which was a majority of 523
votes over the Whig candidate.

Again the question of the formation of a State govern-
ment was asserting itself. The Iowa Standard, inspired
by the Whig triumph of 1840, had expressed in February,
1841, the hope that Towa Territory would be a State in
1844 and that the Whigs of Towa could therefore have a
voice in the presidential election.*” After the election of
1841, however, the same journal declared that there was no
inducement for the Territory to become a State and that
the high interest on farm loans would make additional
taxation under a State government impossible.*® Gover-
nor John Chambers, however, was sincere in his desire to
see the admission of Towa Territory to Statehood, and in
his first annual message of December 5, 1841, he referred
to the unwillingness of the people to assume the duties and
responsibilities of a State government. ‘‘But’’, urged the

Governor, ‘‘the rapid increase of our population, and the
recent legislation of Congress in relation to the future dis-
position of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands,
will present the subject in a new aspect, and may produce
a change of public sentiment upon it.”” He therefore rec-
ommended that the question be again submitted to the
voters.t® Acting on the Governor’s recommendation the

© Hawk-Eye and Iowa Patriot, Vol. II, No. 50, May 13, 1841.
" Towa Standard, Vol. I, No. 18, February 19, 1841.
% Towa Standard, Vol. I, No. 18, February 19, 1841.

¥ Shambaugh’s Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. I,

p. 252.
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Legislative Assembly passed on February 16, 1842, “‘ An
act to provide for the expression of opinion of the people

of the Territory of Towa, upon the subject of the for mation
of a State Constitution and Government. and to enable
them to form a Constitution for the State of Iowa.’’50

In anticipation of the passage of this law agitation for
Statehood had already begun—an agitation that was to ebb
and flow for four yvears from the polls to the President’s
chair. National issues now become subordinated to the
one of Statehood upon which the political parties formu-
late their principles, nominate their candidates, and wage
their campaigns. It is in these four eventful years that
the environment of the pioneers, their political instinets,
and their history and traditions were g1ving expression to
a political product the blessings and enjoyment as well as
the evils of which their posterity was to inherit and to
judge. The march of the Territory to Statehood was free
from many of the thorns that have marked the path of
other Territories seeking the same goal. Unlike Indiana.
the transformation was not darkened 1 y the discussion of
the issues of slav ery; more fortunate than Missouri. the
admission of Towa was not for years a bone of contention
in Congress; and there have been no bloody wars or

** Lecompton Constitutions?’’ in the constitutional history of
lowa.

Political as well as partisan activity this year received
an 1mpetus from the Statehood question, which in turn
was treated to its quota of partisan eloquence and sophis-
try; the political soundness of the plan was given intelli-
gent discussion; the commercial and industrial benefits of
Statehood were debated: considerations of liberty, local
pride, and self-government oce upied the disputants: and

‘

o Shambaugh’s Docume ntary History of ITowa. Vol. 1,7, 187
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the financial aspects of the question were always an object
of contention.

From the Whigs there issued the objection that the fron-
tier life and the immaturity of the Territory tended to
make the people incapable of managing successfully the
affairs of a State government at this time. Ralph P. Lowe,
a prominent Whig, even urged that the change would be
undesirable because there really were no eminent men in
the Territory fitted for the tasks of State government.®
The Democrats resented this argument with a show of
wounded pride and resentment. ‘‘Are the people of Iowa
all aliens, minors and women?’’ asked the Lee County
Democrat. ‘‘Are they laboring under any mental or moral
iecapacity? Are they chargeable with a want of inexpe-
rience 1n the duties and obligations of freemen? . ... Are
they not also equally qualified to discharge the duties of
representatives and legislators now as while they were citi-
zens of the States? Whence then the great danger of un-
wise, extravagant, or disastrous legislation?’’52

Statehood, argued the Democrats, would give Towa the
right and the privilege of selecting its own officers who
would then be responsible to the people. The Territorial
appoimntments of the President were bringing hither a
crowd of office seekers who knew little about the people
and their legislative needs and cared less. Patriotism,
pride, and love for independence should make the people
willing to submit to the additional tax of about ‘“three bits
per head’’, urged the Burlington Gazette. ‘‘The right to
choose our public servants’’, continued this journal,‘‘should
be held sacred—not to be frittered away or surrendered up
or bartered off for any consideration whatever. Such an
1dea must not be countenanced, or even thought of for a

' Shambaugh’s History of the Constitutions of Iowa, p. 167.

** Printed in the ITowa Capitol Reporter, Vol. I, No. 8, January 22, 1842.
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moment, 1f we would preserve a just tone of feeling upon
the subject, and transmit it unimpared to pn:-:tm‘lt}*.”"“’
““Our present condition as a Territory’’, wrote Ver Plank
Van Antwerp, the Democratic editor of the Iowa Capitol
Reporter, ‘‘is that of colonial vassalage, which is at all

times humiliating (to say the least). We approach the
General Government in the attitude of a suppliant, beg like
a slave for the crumbs that may perchance, be left after a
division of the loaf amongst the States, and at the same
time, Iowa is pouring her thousands into the public Treas-
ury, from the sale of the lands within her ]111111‘:-4, and what
does she get in return? . . . . The unparalleled influx of
population in our Territory, for the last few months would
seem 1o call on us, in a voice of thunder. to depend upon the
paternal care of the Government for support and patronage
no longer. The little States of Rhode Island and Dela-
ware are each represented in Congress by two Senators and
a Representative, whilst Towa. possessing at this moment
a greater population than either has no vote in either
house.’’54

The commercial gain to result from Statehood was w 1dely
discussed by the Demoecratic press. ‘‘Year after year do
the earnest representations of our legislature and the ef-
forts of our Delegate pass unheeded while at the same time
millions upon millions are engulphed in the almost fathom-
less depths of some arm of the Atlantic. Breakwaters are
constructed, harbors are improved ; or perhaps scooped out
of the solid earth, for the benefit of Eastern . commerce,
while the interests of the W est, and particularly those of
this Territory, seem entirely overlooked. . Appropria-
tions to facilitate the navigation of our rivers are not only
few and far between, but trifling in importance compared

* Printed in the JTowa Capitol Reporter, Vol. I, No. 28, June 11. 1842,
“* Towa Capitol Reporter, Vol. I, No. 26, May 28, 1842.
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with those that are annually lavished upon the Atlantic
frontier or even upon the lake coast.”” Because the Terri-
tory of Towa had no political weight in Congress the plead-
ings of Augustus . Dodge remained unheeded. ‘‘The Rap-
ids [of the Mississippi River] will never be improved until
Towa becomes a State.”’”?

Immigration, too, was connected with the benefits of
Statehood. “‘The adoption of a State government’’, reas-
oned the Burlington Gazette, ‘‘would at once cause an un-
paralleled influx of immigration. Thousands otherwise de-
sirous of making their homes with us are deterred by what
they deem the unsettled state of things incident to a Ter-
ritorial government. . . . Whatever may be the cause, 1t 1s
certain that the new States have generally, if not always,
for a time at least, increased in population ten times as fast
as while they were Territories. Such has been the case
with neighboring States; and such too, will be the case with
opxrs.’ 29

To compel the people to submit to another vote on the
question of Statehood the Whigs declared both premature
and unfair. They pointed to the election of Oectober 9,
1840, at which the Convention proposition had been defeat-
ed by 1970 votes and maintained that the vote meant a de-
cisive settlement of the question. To this the Democrats
replied that the brief interval between the passage of the
Act of July 31, 1840, and the election on October 5, 1840,
had not allowed the public mind to become versed 1n the
subject sufficient to express itself fairly. Little effort for
or acainst the question was then shown; it was so luke-
warm that a large and populous district made no returns
on the election.?” In July at a barn-raising in Des Moines

% Towa Capitol Reporter, Vol. I, No. 29, June 18, 1842,
% JTowa Capitol Reporter, Vol. I, No. 31, J uly 2, 1842,
5 Towa Capitol Reporter, Vol. I, No. 34, July 23, 1842.
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County at which forty-seven men were present a vote was
taken which showed that forty-three were in favor of State-
hood and only four against it.’®* The Pennsylvania Argus
said: ‘‘If the citizens of that young and beautiful Terri-
tory are as 1ntelligent and regardful of their true interests
as they are represented to be, we will not hesitate in say-
img that the Convention party will prevail by a large ma-
Jority.”” These facts, the Democrats argued, called for a
resubmission of the question.?®

T'he Whigs knew very well that in the event of Statehood
all the State offices would be occupled by Democrats.
Actuated by this knowledge they recurred again and again
to the argument which appealed to every tax-payer and
which from time immemorial has served to defeat measures
of legislation—the argument of increased taxation. which
the State government would entail when the salaries of the
officers of the Territory, the legislative printing, and all
the expenses incident to Territorial legislation would cease
to be paid from the coffers at Washineton.

Rigid economy was promised by the Democrats in reply
to this objection. The Governor’s salary could be reduced
to $1000, that of the Attorney General to $400. and $600
would be sufficient for the State Treasurer. Then, too,
some of the Territorial offices could, in the interest of
economy, be abolished. The following from the Zowa Capi-
tol Reporter is an excellent representation of the argu-

ments of the Democratic press as they were marshalled
against the Whig shibboleth of increased taxes :—.-

The State government will cost $30000.00 per annum. One half of
this amount, at least, we shall receive back in ready cash—the pro-
ceeds of the five per cent on the land sales—so that the actual cost
of supporting the government should be estimated at not more than

» Towa Capitol Reporter, Vol. I, No. 33, July 16, 1842.

* Quoted in the Lee County Democrat and printed i1n the Towa Capitol Repor-
ter, Vol. I, No. 33. July 16, 1842,
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$15000.00 per annum. The improvement of the Rapids, which will
result from our admission, will benefit us $200,000.00 annually ;
and the increase in value of the 500,000 acres of land will be at
least $250,000.00 more, making $450,000 per annum which will re-
sult from our becoming a State. This will be fifteen times the
amount of the cost; to say nothing of the possible receipt of the ten
per cent under the distribution act. Well may we say, then, that
the price paid for the support of a State government will be only
seed sown of which a bountiful harvest will result.

A final appeal to the voters, in a long and detailed state-
ment of the Democratic arguments, appeared just before
the election and a résumé of the advantages of Statehood
was presented. ‘‘It would aid us to effect a new purchase of
Indian lands. It would aid us to procure an appropriation
to improve the navigation of the Mississippi over or around
the Rapids, by canal or otherwise. It would aid us in et-
fecting a permanent settlement of our southern boundary
question. It would aid us in placing under the immediate
control of the State government all conflicting clauses of
boundary and title.’’®

Meanwhile the Democrats were engaged also in perfect-
ing their election and campaign machinery, nominating
candidates for the Legislative Assembly, and waging war
upon Henry Clay. On January 8, 1842, the twenty-seventh
anniversary of the Battle of New Orleans, a large and de-
termined meeting of Democrats was held in the Counecil
chamber of the Capitol at Iowa City. A committee of
eleven was appointed by President Francis Gehon. With
patriotic pride they referred to the triumph of *“Old Hick-
ory’’ at New Orleans, President Tyler was thanked for his
vetoes of the bank bills passed by Congress, and in a note
of warning they referred to the broken promises of the
Whigs and to the removal of Democratic officers in Towa.

“ ITowa Capitol Reporter, Vol. I, No. 30, June 25, 1842,

t Towa Capitol Reporter, Vol. 1, No. 34, July 23, 1842,
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Praise was extended for Senator Thomas H. Benton, of
Missouri, in the following resolution :—*‘The Democrats of
lTowa are especially grateful to him for his able and uni-
form support of Pre-Emption laws, and for his efforts to
obtain, for their benefit, a graduation of the price of the
public lands.”” The third resolution reads: ¢‘That the
Democrats of this Territory still entertain towards Mr.
Van Buren, the late patriotic president of the United
States, sentiments of the highest respect and friendship
tor his virtues, his brilliant talents, and his unalterable at-
tachment to Democratic principles—and that while they
regret sincerely the martyrdom which he has suffered for
the sake of principle, yet they believe that at this time his
exile 1s honorable: for . . . . recent elections prove that the
people can no longer be blinded by means of such clap traps
as ‘coon skins’ and ‘hard cider’ and the generally absurd
paraphernalia which characterized the pipe-laying opera-
tions of the unprincipled whig leaders of 1840.’’

A central committee for the Territory, appointed by the
President of the Convention, was made up of the follow-
Ing persons: Pleasant Harris, James P. Carlton. Henry
Murray, Henry Felkner, V. P. Van Antwerp, and Curtis
Bates. All the counties were requested to appolnt each a
committee of five to insure the efficient oreanization of the
Democratic party in the Territory.o2

All through the forepart of the year 1842 a campaign of
real education was carried on. The discussions of the
Whigs, however, bear no comparison to those of the Demo-
crats in argument, thoroughness, and sincerity of purpose.
Theirs was a campaign of refutation and denial, and it was
only their slogan of increased taxes under Statehood that
proved to be the impregnable stronghold of the Whig de-
fense. At the election of Aucust 1. 18492. 6825 votes were

= lowa Capitol Reporter, Vol. I, No. 7, January 15, 1842
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cast against the proposition for Statehood, while only 4129
votes were mustered 1n favor of it. In Johnson, Lee, and
Clhinton counties the vote was closest, but in every one of
the seventeen counties of the Territory the question went
down to defeat.®® The people clearly were not yet ready for
Statehood and voted for a continuance of the paternal do-
nations from the United States treasury. In the House of
Representatives the Whigs gained two new members which
left the Democrats a majority of but two in that body. A
Democratic organ declared that to the Council seven Whigs,
one neutral, and only five Democrats were elected.®*

It was bad enough for the Democrats to lose the election
over the question of Statehood; but greater chagrin and
disappointment was felt over the elections to the Legisla-
tive Assembly. Local interests in Lee County, disunion,
and a mixed ticket in Van Buren, traitors in Muscatine,
and bad management and personal animosities in other
counties were responsible for the Whig gains. ‘It is, for
the sake of the party’’, mused the Bloomington Herald, ‘‘a
pity that we were not completely routed—then we would
have learned from sad experience, the evil of allowing our-
selves to be distracted by light and trivial matters, but as
the Whigs have been so long out of power, they will, like
the present powers at the Capitol, eut such fantastie shines,
as to convince one and all, before their term of office ex-
pires, that we have had enough of Whiggery.’’¢5

The year 1843 was an ‘‘off year’’ in Territorial politics
and there 1s very little that was notable in conventions, can-
didates, or campaigns. In the Capitol another meeting of
Democrats was held on the anniversary of the Battle of

® Shambaugh’s Documentary History of Iowa, Vol. I, p. 142.
* Bloomington Herald, Vol. 11, No. 41, August 12, 1842.
= Bloomington Herald, Vol. IT, No. 41, August 12, 1842,
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New Orleans. Thomas Cox, of Jackson County, was presi-
dent and the meeting was an occasion for Democratic
speeches. The meeting requested the various counties to
elect delegates to attend a Democratic Territorial Conven-
tion at lowa City in June for the purpose of nominating :
candidate for Delecate to Coneress.?®  Scott County, on
April 4, 1843, selected four delecates and commended the
services of Augustus C. Dodge.”™ In the same month the
Democratic members of the Leegislative Assembly met at
the Capitol, appointed a Central Committee for the Terri-
tory, and designated committees of organization for each
county.® The Democrats of Jackson County extended their
thanks to Augustus C. Dodge, ‘‘the pioneer of the West,
the defender of her interests and her fast and never failing

' )

triend.”’®® And so, in the various counties, in conventions
and mass meetings faith and undiminished confidence were
expressed 1n the fidelity and ability of Dodge,” who was
renominated in the Territorial Convention at Towa City on
June 26, 1843.

Meanwhile the Whigs through various vicissitudes of
committee appointments, convention notices. unattended
and postponed nominating conventions. unwilling candi-
dates, and forced efforts to create an issue had centered
upon William H. Wallace as their candidate acainst Aneus-
tus C. Dodge. With feigned disappointment over the in-
action of the Whigs the Lee County Democrat said: ‘Tt
was hoped that in all good feeling, a full, calm and manly
discussion of the important questions now dividine the two
great parties of the country, would take place during the
canvass, and that the people would be well prepared to cast

* Iowa Capitol Reporter, Vol. II. No. 6, January 14, 1843,

“ Iowa Capital Reporter, Vol. IT, No. 19, April 15, 1843.

= Lowa Capital Reporter, Vol. IT, No. 21, April 29, 1843,

® Towa Capital Re porter, Vol. I1, No. 22, May 6, 1843.

® Iowa Capital Reporter, Vol, II, No. 24. May 20, 1843.
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their suffrages for the candidates of their choice. The
Democrats, however were doomed to disappointment in
their wishes.”’™

During the months of August and September, 1843, joint
debates between Dodge and Wallace were held at Dubuque.
Towa (ity, and other points. The banking system of the
Whigs, the protective tariff question, and Henry Clay’s
policies in regard to the public lands formed the subjects
for the discussions. Dodge was criticised also for secur-
ing inadequate financial appropriations for the Territory
of Towa.”? Dodge, however, could point to the Congres-
sional appropriation of $13,421 which his efforts had se-
cured in the previous year for the liquidation of all the
legislative expenses of the Territory.™

The campaign, however, lacked life and vigor. The peo-
ple had had enough of political agitation in 1842; and be-
sides they were too busy at tilling the soil and reaping their
harvests to attend conventions, march in political parades,
sing campaign doggerel, or to listen to the appeals of can-
didates for office. In the October election Dodge was re-
elected by a majority of 1419 votes over Wallace who
received 3372 votes.

A comparison of the votes for Delegate for the years
1842 and 1843 shows that the Democratic vote 1n this year
fell off by only 47 votes while the Whig vote 1 1843 was
933 less than in 1842. ‘‘It shows that we were not beaten
by increase of Locofocos, above the increase of Whigs”’,
declared the ITowa Standard, ‘‘but by Whigs staying at
nome: <. . The Whigs of the Territory have followed the
staid at
home to dig potatoes and shuck corn, and left the Locofocos

example of their brethren in many of the States

1 Quoted in the Iowa Capital Reporter, Vol. 11, No. 37, August 19, 1843.
2 Towa Capital Reporter, Vol. IT, No. 38, August 26, 1843.
® Towa Capitol Reporter, Vol. I, No. 24, May 14, 1842,
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to do the voting.”””* Whig inaction and mismanagement,
furthermore, resulted in a loss of five Representatives to
the Democrats.

Karly in 1844 both parties were girding themselves for
the approaching contest and, although the voters had no
voice 1n the presidential election. the Territory of Towa
this year became an arena which witnessed the contests of
the two parties in caucus and convention and the precincts
and polls. Buoyed up by the hope of repeating the triumph
of 1840, the Whigs began their agitation with energy.
Again the Whig forces were rallying around Henry Clay,
who was already inspiring the campaign poets, the edito-
rial writers, and the pamphleteers, and capturing dele-
gates and conventions. The Democrats became alarmed.
urging that the party organize and rebuke the charges and
epithets that Clay had heaped upon the settlers of the West.
““The enemies of the great cause of Democracy are in the
field, with the coonskin banner of the western slanderer and
calumniator of the pioneers of Towa unfurled, with the mot-
toes of a Mammoth National Bank—a ruinous Protective
Lariff, to build up Eastern capitalists at the expense of the
Western producer—to distribute the proceeds of the sales
(Jf HHF PHZ)”(' LHHH"H rHHrJHI(} ”H’ ,S'ff!?'r".k‘, HHH’ f.f!f")‘f’],{i/ ;"H (’l”
probability, raise the price of public lands to an enormous
price,’’ s

The formation of Clay clubs in Towa Territory and the
acceleration given the Clay movement provoked from the
Democratic press additional censure and criticism upon
the ‘““Idol of the West.”” “Qur opponents’’, warned the
lowa Capital Reporter, ““have unfurled the banner of
Henry Clay, a National Bank, Protective Tariff. ete.. and in

" fowa Standard, Vol. ITI, No. 42, October 19, 1843
75 ]'QH'U, (;_‘{f[!;-f{-;? R Esf}}-f_,.;,r. VHI. ] I I., j\:i_‘h 21 J”“” ] 1 \41
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doing so. they have assumed to defend their champion
against the just and merited indignation of an insulted and
abused class of American citizens, who have been by him
denounced as a ‘lawless band’, or as no better than ‘high-
way robbers.” ”77°

A prelude to the political contests of this year had been
sounded in the opposition of the Democrats to the National
Bank policy of the Whigs. Since the days of Jackson’s
rarfare upon the United States Bank it had been one of
the cleavage forces dividing the two great parties. The
large crop of ‘‘wild cat’’ banks growing out of Jackson’s
propagation of financial measures had created a suspicious
distrust and quixotic notions in regard to the value of banks
in general. The Democrats were still sounding the argu-
ment of the unconstitutionality of the Bank, while the
Whigs promptly met this argument by quoting from the
famous decision in McCullough vs. Maryland.™

In the Territory of Iowa the Miners’ Bank of Du Buque,
which had been chartered as early as November 30, 1836,
became an issue of partisan discussion, and, on account of
local bickerings and bad reports concerning 1its solvency
it had become the target for repeated legislative investiga-
tions and numerous attempts to annul 1ts charter.™ The
financial ruin and wild speculation of these years had
caused the bank on March 29, 1841, to formally suspend
specie payments. Partisan feeling over the bank was aug-
mented. and in the fifth and sixth Legislative Assemblies,
in response to petitions signed by many citizens 1n various
counties, numerous attempts were made to compel the bank
to resume specie payments and to revoke 1ts charter. The
Whigs, as a rule, in both the House and 1n the Counecil pro-
tested against the repeal of the charter by the legislative

® Towa Capital Reporter, Vol. 11T, No. 16, March 23, 1844,
" MecClain’s Cases on Constitutional Law, p. 1.

" Merritt’s Early History of Banking in Iowa, pp. 1-30.
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branch of the government, declaring that such an act was a
tunction of the judiciary. The Democrats, in harmony with
the notions of the party generally, favored the repeal of
the charter and looked upon all banks as institutions foster-
ing fraud and corruption.” On the failure of the Legisla-
tive Assembly to revoke the charter of the Miners’ Bank.
a Democratic journel expressed its censure in the following
terms :—

From the commencement of the present session. it is well known
the Whig party in the House, without a single exception, have
labored with a zeal, and we may say with an ability, in debate and
otherwise, to save the shadow of a swindling Bank, that certainly
was worthy of a better and holier cause. They could not have
tought more manfully and desperately if the whole social fabric of
our institutions had been at stake. And for what! To save from
a just and merited oblivion, the charter of the swindling and rotten

ank of Dubuque.®°

Meanwhile the border line between savagery and settle-
ment had retreated to the westward. By the treaty of
Governor John Chambers with the Sauk and Fox Indians
on October 11, 1842, an immense area had been opened to
settlement in May, 1843.81 At once from the seed-plots of
emigration in the East and South there followed in the
tootsteps of the retreating Red Men the American settler
and pioneer, transplanting upon the virein soil of the Ter-
ritory the latent germs of political, socilal, and industrial
forces, which under the compelling environment of frontier
activity have grown to fruitage in our industrial life, in
our political institutions, and in our social well-being.

Governor Chambers no doubt was anxious that these
mcoming settlers should have the benefits and the prestige
of Statehood which he had experienced in his own State of

* Merritt’s Early History of Banking in Iowa, pp. 49, 53, 60, 61.

* Iowa Capital Reporter, Vol. IT1, No. 7, January 20, 1844,

~ Kappler’s Indian Affairs. Laws and Treaties, Vol. LI, p. 546.
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Kentucky. Perhaps he was actuated by the desire to see
Iowa have a vote in the presidential election of 1844 in
which the Whigs were hoping that Henry Clay would be
the man chosen to lead them from the bondage of Tylerism.
On December 4, 1843, in his third annual message the Gov-
ernor had referred to the phenomenal growth of the popu-
lation and recommended that the Legislative Assembly
pass a law for an election to ascertain the wishes ot the
people in regard to Statehood, that applications be made
to Congress to fix and establish boundaries for the pro-
posed State, and that provision be made for calling a con-
stitutional convention.’2? The Legislative Assembly re-
sponded to these recommendations by passing, on February
12. 1844, an act similar to the one of February 16, 1842.
The vote on the question of holding a constitutional con-
vention was to be taken at the township elections in April.*3

Again the arguments, the oratory, and the declamations
of 1842 were paraded on the political forum.®*
there was now a much greater population and an increased

However,

area for settlement, and the presidential campaign gave
warmth to the discussion. All the benefits to flow from a
condition of Statehood—political prestige and distinetion,
oreater internal improvements, increased immigration, re-
lease from ‘‘colonial vassalage’’, and the financial gains—
were once more proclaimed on the stump, in editorial col-
umns, and at political gatherings.

The Whigs again resorted to the argument of increased
taxes and protested that the Convention question was
forced and premature. ‘‘We declare without fear of con-
tradiction, that the people are not prepared, and cannot be
prepared, at so early a period as the first day of April to

2 S haml;}augh 's Messaaes and Proclamations o the Governors of Iowa, Vol. I
- L = ’ ?
p. 271.

% Shambaugh’s Documentary History of Iowa, Vol. I, p. 143.
% Shambaugh’s History of the Constitutions of lowa, pp. 173, 174.

VOL. VI—3

e ———




34 IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS

decide the momentous question of State government or no
State government. And we say further, that until Con-
gress now 1n session shall have completed its business, and
the decisions that it may make upon some questions con-
cerning the interests of this Territory that it has before it,
shall be generally known, the people cannot make a proper
and satisfactory determination of the question of State
government.’’®°

The elections showed that the Constitutional Convention
question had carried by a large majority.5®¢ Returns from
twenty-one counties showed that only eight counties®™ gave
majorities against the question. The attitude of the pub-
lic mind had, therefore, changed in favor of taking steps to
secure Statehood. The advent of better times. the enor-
mous mcrease of the Territory in population, the new lands
for settlement, and various events transpiring in the Na-
tion had combined in converting a majority of the voters
to the proposition of calling a constitutional convention.

By the provisions of the Act of February 12, 1844, dele-
gates to the Constitutional Convention at Towa City were
to be chosen in August of this year. There is evidence of
some sincere effort to secure the non-partisan election of
these delegates who were to assemble in October.s® The
Lowa Capital Reporter declared that the Whigs who were
trying to unite with the Democrats in this election were
not sincere. By the month of July each party was nomi-
nating its delegates and perfecting its campalgn machinery.

* The Iowa Standard, Vol. IV, No. 9, February 29, 1844,

* Shambaugh ’s Documentary History of Iowa, Vol. I. p. 148.

°' Clayton, Clinton, Dubuque, Delaware, Jones, Linn, Scott, and Musecatine.

*In Johnson County a joint meeting of Whigs and Democrats issued a re-
port, signed by eleven men from each party, which said: ‘“It is our sincere de-
sire that at least the Delegates to the Convention be nominated and elected
without party lines, for in what appertains to the Convention from first to
last, all men should lay aside every party or personal consideration.’’—Iowa
Capital Reporter, Vol. IIT, No. 22. June 8. 1844.
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After the candidates had been nominated they were sub-
jected to a political catechism or they expressed their
views on the proposed Constitution. The term and elec-
tion of the Governor, the sessions and the powers of the
legislature, salaries, the judiciary, and banks were a few
of the subjects that called forth discussion from the candi-
dates. The intended prohibition of banks was severely
condemned by the Whig journals. ‘‘If elected they will
unanimously advocate the insertion of a clause in the Con-
stitution forever prohibiting the citizens of the State of
Towa from engaging in banking privileges. This is a sub-
ject that should be left just where the Whig candidates
for delegacy propose leaving it, that is, to the good sense
of the people of the State, and this we fervently maintain
to be true republican prineiple.’’®?

Again the election resulted in a Democratic trinmph.
Of the seventy-two delegates chosen the Whigs had elected
only twenty-one.?® The Democrats were elated over the
election and declared that it expressed a full endorsement
of their policies and an emphatic repudiation of Henry
Clay and the tenets of his party.”

When the Convention assembled on October 7, 1844, it
included many men of experience and ability. Among the
Whigs were Samuel H. McCrory, from Johnson County,
and Ralph P. Lowe, from Muscatine County, who later sat
in the Governor’s chair. Foremost of all, on the Demo-
cratic side, was ex-Governor Lucas, ripe in political expe-
rience and next to the oldest man in the Convention. Other
leading Democrats were: Shepherd Leffler, the President

% The Davenport Gazette, Vol. III, No. 50, August 1, 1844.

“ Shambaugh’s History of the Constitutions of Towa, p. 183.

" No Representatives or members of the Council were elected this year. Pend-
ing the outcome of the efforts to secure the admission of lowa to Statehood the
Legislative Assembly had postponed the election to April 7, 1845.—See Laws of
1\'&"14:. P. 2
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of the Convention; Stephen Hempstead, a subsequent Gov-
ernor of the State; and ex-Delegate William W. Chapman.?2

The first party division in the Convention appeared in
the discussions over the question of chartering banks.
From the report of the Committee on Incorporations a mi-
nority report ‘‘That no bank or banking corporation of
discount, or circulation, shall ever be established in this
state’” was signed and presented by Michael O’Brien and
Stephen Hempstead—both Democrats.®®* On October 19
Mr. Hempstead moved to strike out of the report of the
Committee on Corporations the section establishing a bank
with branches and to insert the minority report.®+

Mr. Hempstead was opposed to all blanks upon prineiple
and thought they ought to have no existence in the State.
Mr. Quinton denounced them as a set of swindling ma-
chines, and Mr. Ripley believed that banks had always
been a curse to the country and that they were unconstitu-
tional. Mr. Hall said that Banking was a spoiled child
and had been nursed and petted until it had been corrupted.
He considered the banking system to be useless in this
country.”” These views give an outline of the crude con-
ceptions of financial institutions as expressed by the more
radical delegates of the Democracy.

The Whigs argued that a Constitutional prohibition
would tie up the hands of posterity and maintained that
the chartering, restriction. or prohibition of banks should
rather be left to the votes of the people. The more con-
servative Democrats, led by ex-Governor Lucas. held to

" Shambaugh’s Fragments of the Debates of the Iowa Constitutional Conven-
tions of 1844 and 1846, Appendix, pp. 403-409.

“Journal of the Convention of 1844, p. 30.

“Journal of the Convention of 1844, pp. 89, 90.

* Shambaugh’s Fragments of the Debates of the Iowa Constitutional Conven-
tions of 1844 and 1846, pp. 68, 70, 72
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these views; and so Mr. Hempstead’s amendment went
down to defeat.?®

For several days the discussions continued. Mr. Grant
expressed the opinion that the Whigs desired to make the
(Constitution as odious as possible, so as to defeat it before
the people. The Miners’ Bank at Dubuque was held up as
an example of financial fraund and mismanagement by the
more extreme Democrats. Mr. Hall, of Henry County, in-
sisted that the people would find that ‘‘a Bank of earth 1s
the best Bank, and the best share, a Plough share.”” Mr.
Hempstead’s political economy convinced him that banks
of discount were vested with the privilege of living and
fattening upon the distresses and misfortunes of their fel-
lowmen; they created no real capital in the country but
lived upon the products of the farmer, the miner, and the
laborer and they would drive the real money—the specie
from the country.’” The conservative Democrats, however,
maintained that the question was one of expediency; and,
with the help of the Whigs, the article on Incorporations
as finally adopted provided that no banking charter could
be granted by the Legislature unless the charter had been
submitted to the voters and received a majority at a gen-
eral election.’®

In the national election, meanwhile, Polk and Dallas had
defeated Clay and F'relinghuysen. Klated over their sue-
cess, the Democrats of Iowa Territory had appointed a
committee to arrange for a grand celebration at Towa City.
On December 2, 1844, the Democrats assembled; and in
the evening the Capitol and all the offices and residences of
the Democrats of the city were illuminated. A grand torch

* Shambaugh’s Fragments of the Debates of the Iowa Constitutional Conven-
tions of 1844 and 1846, p. 81.

" Shambaugh’s Fragments of the Debates of the lowa Constitutional Conven-
tions of 1844 and 1846, pp. 191, 198, 202.

% Constitution of 1844, Article IX, Section 3.
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light procession was formed in front of the Capitol, and
preceded by flags and a band they marched through the
streets of the city. Speeches were delivered and songs
sung over the election of Polk and Dallas, and where there
had been gloom and disappointment in 1840 there was now
encouragement and hope.%?

Strenuous and numerous political activities were to mark
the year 1845. In April the vote on the Constitution of
1844 was to be taken and thirteen members of the Council
and twenty-six Representatives were to be chosen. In
August a delegate to Congress had to be chosen, and as
1t proved another vote on the Constitution of 1844 was to
be taken.

Political comment and eriticism now arose upon the Con-
stitution as it emanated from the Convention on November
1, 1844. Again the Whigs attacked the instrument with
objections which were voiced by The Iowa Standard. The
Constitution mingled unwisely the legislative, popular, and
executive powers; it would cause a partisan selection of
the officers; the salaries were objectionable; there were too
many officers; and the article on the Judiciary was defec-
tive.'® Their knowledge that they would not have a share
in the State offices or in the representation at Washington
was the parent of most of their objections and gave color
to their arguments against its adoption. Their cries of a
partisan Constitution and inereased taxation also mingled
1in their chorus of objections.

The Democratic press was conscious of several minor
defects in the instrument but generally argued for its
adoption. Said the Iowa Capital Reporter: ‘To the im-

" Iowa Capital Reporter, Vol. I, No. 45, December 14, 1844.

" Shambaugh’s Fragments of the Debates of the Iowa Constitutional Conven-
twons of 1844 and 1846, pp. 208-210.
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mense mass of merit which our proposed constitution pos-
sesses, we have deemed little comment necessary.—It 1s
recommended by its comprehensiveness and brevity; and
those provisions which we have considered as defective,
may deceive our expectations, and answer in full, the
wishes of the publiec—If these are errors, they are easily
amended, and the constitution as it is, is far better than a
necessity to exist in colonial vassalage. With these views
we are determined to give it our decided support, and
wish to see its unanimous adoption by the people.’’*%*

Activity in the nomination and election of members of
the Legislative Assembly was rather overshadowed by the
issue of the Constitution. A favorable vote on the Consti-
tution would mean that a new election for members of the
legislature would be held in August. This fact no doubt
detracted from the interest in the campaign and election.
On March 4, 1845, the Democrats of Mahaska County met
and in conformity with other counties perfected an organ-
ization. The resolutions opposed a Bank and a Protective
Tariff. and favored the annexation of Texas and the occu-
pation of Oregon by the United States. Confidence was
expressed in the fidelity and capability of Polk and Dodge
and the importance of a favorable vote on the Constitution
was again emphasized.'®

An unexpected event now happened which swelled the
-anks of the Whig opponents and gave them a new line of
attack. Congress on March 3, 1845, had passed ‘An Act
for the Admission of the States of Iowa and Florida imto
the Union.”” In this act Congress had rejected the bound-
aries prescribed by the Convention of 1844 and had sub-
stituted therefor the ‘“Nicollett Boundaries’’ which greatly

101 Shambaugh ’s Fragments of the Debates of the Iowa Constitutional Conven-
tions of 1844 and 1846, p. 225.

12 Towa Capital Reporter, Vol. IV, No. 9, April 5, 1845.
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curtailed the northern and western boundaries of the pro-
posed State.!%?

The news of this restriction by Congress reached Iowa
Territory quickly; and with it came a letter from Delegate
Augustus C. Dodge, addressed to his constituents. In this
communication he reviewed the history of the measure of
March 3 and explained its provisions. He strongly urged
the acceptance of the mew boundaries, closing.the letter
with the emphatic declaration that ‘‘whatever vour deci-
sion on the first Monday in April next may be, we will not
be able hereafter under any circumstances, to obtain one
square mile more for our new State than is contained with-
in the boundaries adopted by the act of Congress admitting
Towa into the Union.?’104

Democrats now became alarmed and many joined with
the Whigs in opposing the Constitution. Enoch W. Bast-
man, Theodore S. Parvin, Shepherd Leffler, who had been
President of the Convention which had formed the Consti-
tution, Frederick D. Mills, James W. Woods, and other
prominent Democrats canvassed the Territory in March
urging the people to reject the Constitution on account of
the objectionable boundaries imposed by Congress.1?

The people followed the advice of these speakers and at
the election of April 7, the Constitution was rejected by
996 votes.'° TIn Des Moines, Louisa. and Dubuque counties
the vote against it was especially strone. In the House
of Representatives there were now nine Whies and seven-

b |

teen Democrats while in the elections to the Council only
two Whigs had escaped defeat.

** Shambaugh’s Documentary History of Iowa, Vol. I, pp. 125-128.

" Shambaugh’s Fragments of the Debates of the Iowa Constitutional Conven-
fions of 1844 and 1846, PP 231-235.

' Gue’s History of Iowa, Vol. T, p. 217.

" Shambaugh’s Documentary History of Iowa, Vol. L, p. 179.
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A post-election examination of the vote on the Constitu-
tion resulted in the following verdict from a Democratic
journal :—

The facility for communication throughout the Territory being
very inadequate a great portion of our citizens were not In posses-
sion of the news [of the Congressional boundaries] until within a
few days of the time for taking the vote; and when they did get 1t,
it was, in perhaps a majority of cases, imperfect, tortured and ex-
aggerated. They knew generally, that Congress had altered their
boundaries. but we venture to say that a dozen different opinions
were entertained with regard to the new boundaries prescribed. . . .
Where the news was correctly received, the time was not sufficient
for the people to reflect ecalmly upon the new aspect of affairs and
properly digest the subject. . . . The Whig presses, despalring 1n
their efforts to defeat the adoption of our admirable Constitution,
by making its intrinsic merits the only issue, seized with avidity
upon the means which this state of things offered to them, and
dexterously turned them to advantage in the accomplishment of
their designs. Inflammatory appeals were made to the people to
reject indignantly the conditions of Congress, which were stigma-
tized as unjust and tyrannical in the extreme. . . . In adaition to
the above causes. one which has contributed in no small degree to
the unexpected result in some sections, and thus jeoparded our
Constitution. was a lack of energetic and concerted action on the
part of its friends and advocates.*"’

Prompted by such considerations the Legislative Assem-
bly on June 10, 1845, passed over the veto of Governor
Chambers ‘An Act to submit to the people the draft of a
Constitution, formed by the late Convention.’’'*® This
measure met a determined opposition from the Whigs ot
the House of Representatives which was expressed 1n a
protest signed by nine Whigs and printed in the journal
of that body.°?

107 Shambaugh ’s Fragments of the Debates of the Iowa Constitutional Conven-
tions of 1844 and 1846, pp. 239-240.

18 Shambaugh’s Documentary History of Iowa, Vol. 1, p. 180.

19 Journal of the House of Representatives, Seventh Legislative Assembly,
pp. 166-170.
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—

Shepherd Leffler, of Des Moines County, had championed
the measure in the Council. At the April election of 1844
at which the people had decided in favor of a Convention,
the vote could not be regarded in any other licht than as a
very clear and unequivocal indication of public sentiment
in favor of a State government. To refer again to the
people the question of a Convention or no Convention, as
recommended by Governor Chambers and the Whigs gen-
erally, would entail large and at the same time unnecessary
expense. ‘‘Let the Constitution then go to the people’’, he
sald 1n closing. ‘‘If they are in favor of a State govern-
ment, and satisfied with the provisions of the constitution,
give them an opportunity to adopt it. If they are not in
favor of a State Government, it will not be much trouble
or expense to vote down the constitution. If adopted, let
1t go to Congress again next winter. Give them another
fight for the convention boundaries and if we cannot get
them, then let us make the next best bargain that we
eanao

On June 11, 1845, the Democratic Territorial Convention
met at lowa City and unanimously renominated Augustus
C. Dodge for Delegate to Congress. The resolutions ex-
pressed approval of the measures recommended in the first
inaugural of President Polk. They were opposed to the
United States Bank, and all banks of discount and deposit
were regarded as dangerous to the liberties and blighting
to the welfare of the people. They commended the action
of the Legislative Assembly in the repeal of the Miners’
Bank of Dubuque on May 1, 1845. The Protective Tariff
was denounced ; they approved of the admission of Texas
as a State and regarded the title of the United States to
the Oregon country as ‘“clear and unquestionable.’’

The Convention further resolved ‘‘That we heartily ap-

# Shambaugh’s Fragments of the Debates of the Iowa Constitutional Conven-
twons of 1844 and 1846, p. 253.
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prove of the course of our Delegate in Congress, and rec-
ommend him to the people of this Territory, as worthy of
their support for re-election.”” They approved highly of
the action of the Legislative Assembly in re-submitting to
the people in August the Constitution framed in October,
regarding it as ‘‘thoroughly Democratic and worthy of
their confidence and support.’’'*?

Two days later, on June 13, 1845, the Whigs assembled
at the same place and chose Ralph P. Lowe to oppose
Dodge, who was censured for ‘‘taking sides with Congress
in the mutilation of our Territory’’, and for sacrificing the
best interests of his constituents to the desire to secure
his own promotion.’’!1®

During June and July the Constitution again became the
vital and engrossing subject in the press, on the political
forum, and at political gatherings. The Whigs pointed
out and magnified its defects and protested against what
they considered the dismemberment of the Territory. Dur-
ing the campaign Mr. Dodge again issued a letter to his
fellow-citizens in which he said: ‘‘If again sent to Wash-
ington as vour Delegate, I will go there to carry out your
views, opinions, and wishes on this subject, as on all
others. The popular feeling has been so clearly and em-
phatically expressed in relation to the curtailment of our
boundaries, as to leave none at a loss to know what 1t 1s;
and did not my judgment, as it does, tell me that the
boundaries called for by the constitution are those best
calculated to make Towa a prosperous State, the duty which
a representative owes to those he represents would 1mpel
me, were I again called into your service, to devote all my

11 The Davenport Gazette, Vol. IV, No. 45, July 3, 1845,

122 Towa Territorial Gazette and Burlington Advertiser, Vol. VIII, No. 50,
June 21, 1845.
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time, talents and energies, towards carrying into effect the
voice of those for whom I acted.’’113

Mr. Lowe’s attack on the Congressional record of Dodge
on the boundary question drew a return fire from the
Democrats in these words: It is all important that a
friend of the constitution should be sent to Congress with
it. Mr. Lowe being opposed to the Constitution. and to
admission under it, his election would be fatal to our best
interest; it would also be viewed as a condemnation of our
Delegate, General Dodge, for demanding in the name of
one thousand freemen our convention boundaries.’’!14

Jut the famous Constitution of 1844 was destined to
meet defeat once more. In the August election the people
rejected it by a majority of 421 votes. The disappoint-
ment of the Democrats was keen, and a journal wrote in
tones not' unmixed with bitter resentment in discussing
the causes of the defeat :—

First in the list, stands the pertinaceous and wilful misrepresen-
tation of the Whig press relative to the boundaries. . . . The short
turn taken by the federal politicians, in charging upon the demo-
cratic presses, which have alluded in a spirit of candor, to the per-
tinaceous influence of their fraudulent and dishonest course. a dis-
position to impeach the intelligcence and integrity of the people, is
but another proof of their abandoned recklessness. There can be
no doubt but that the determined and untirine efforts of our op-
ponents to make the people ‘‘believe a lie’”’—to create the impres
sion that, by adopting the Constitution now. they would accede to
the boundaries heretofore prescribed by Congress—has been so far
successtul in the south and west, where the deepest interest was felt
in the boundaries, as to create a division of at least three or four
hundred against the constitution.!s

For the office of Delegate 14,193 votes were cast, of which

“? Shambaugh’s Fragments of the Debates of the Iowa Constitutional Conven-
twons of 1844 and 1846, p. 258.

*Towa Capital Reporter, Vol. IV, No. 24, July 23, 1845.

W Towa Capital Reporter, Vol. IV, No. 29, August 27, 1845.
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Dodge received a majority of 831 over Lowe. When these
figures are compared with those for the election ot Dele-
cate two years previous—4791 for Dodge and 3372 for
Wallace—it shows, after reckoning the increase of voters
in two years by immigration, that the Constitution ques-
tion aroused the full voting strength of the Territory and
that it caused great inroads to be made upon the Demo-
cratic ranks.

Now, after five or six years of agitation, the Democrats
realized that the whole question of Statehood was still
hefore them. But they were neither content nor discour-
aged. ‘““We were not surprised”’, a Democratic editor
wrote a month after the election, ‘“‘to find in that most
violent and reckless of the Whig prints, the Standard of
last week, a declaration in favor of remaining a territory,
based upon the most short sighted, narrow, penurious, and
degrading arguments; and this, notwithstanding that dur-
ing the canvass, it roundly denied our charge that the
Whig press and leaders were secret enemies of admission
into the Union. The true position of the Democracy—
that of the uniform and consistent friends of State govern-
ment—which from the first they have occupied, should, and
will, be maintained.’’*1"

A change in the Governorship of the Territory now took
place. President Polk on November 18, 1845, removed
Governor John Chambers and appointed in his place James
(larke, a talented Democratic editor of Burlington, who
had long been active in urging Statehood and who had been
a member of the Constitutional Convention of 1844. In
his first annual message Governor Clarke deplored the
defeat of the Constitution, referring to the ‘‘misrepresen-
tation and mystification’’ that he believed had much to do
in causing its rejection. He further assured the Legisla-

16 Shambaugh’s Fragments of the Debates of the lowa Constitutional Conven-

=

tions of 1844 and 1846, p. 263.
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tive Assembly of his hearty codperation in any measure
looking to the incorporation of Towa as a State.!l7

On January 17, 1846, the Legislative Assembly passed
“*An Act to provide for the election of delegates to a Con-
vention to form a Constitution and a State Government,’’118
Thirty-two delegates were to be elected in April and were
to meet at lowa City on May 4 to frame a new Constitution.

Realizing their inferiority in numbers, the Whigs at
once began to plead for a non-partisan election of the dele-
gates. No caucus, no party, with no bias or constraint but
a ‘‘People’s Convention’’ was what they desired. The
editor of the Iowa Capital Reporter, however. wanted no
“‘amalgamation delegates.”” He would meet the schemes
of the Whigs by organizing in every township, county, and
district and by nominating the best men.!1®

County conventions were held in March at which dele-
gates were nominated amid choruses of resolutions com-
mending President Polk and rejoicing at the exit of Tyler-
1sm. In Jackson County the Democrats had nominated
William Hubbell for delegate:12° the Des Moines County
Democrats nominated Shepherd Leffler, Enos P. Lowe. and
John D. Wright ;12! in Johnson County the nomination was
given to Curtis Bates;!?2 and in Jefferson County, William
G. Coop and Sulifand S. Ross were chosen by the Demo-
Cratss<s

A slight eruption of abolition sentiment took place in

“" Shambaugh’s Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol.
I, p. 319.

> Shambaugh’s Documentary History of Iowa, Vol. I. p. 187.

" Lowa Capital Reporter, Vol. V. No. 1, February 11, 1846.

= LTowa Capital Reporter, Vol. V, No. 5, March 11, 1846.

~* Towa Capitai Reporter, Vol. V, No. 7, March 25. 18486,

= Towa Capital R porter, Vol. V, No. 5, March 11, 1846.

— lowa Capital Reporter, Vol. V, No. 7, March 25, 1846.
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March in Johnson County. At a meeting nineteen votes
were cast, and Asa Calkin was nominated for delegate to
the Constitutional Convention which prompted a Demo-
cratic editor to remark that ‘‘this move looks suspicious
and as though there was something rotten in Denmark.”’
At the April election, of the 537 votes cast in Johnson
County, Calkin received twenty-one.'?* In the retrospect
of later party history in the State this event is interesting
because it contained the germs of a movement which caused
disintegration of the Whig party and the defeat of the
Democrats in 1854.

The elections in April resulted in the choice of twenty-
two Democrats and ten Whigs.'?® Discussing the result
a Democratic organ said: ‘‘But for the divisions which
arose among our friends in some counties, and the hum-
bugs of which our opponents availed themselves, the Whig
strength in the Convention would have been narrowed
down to four or five, all told.’’2¢

In the Convention the question of chartering banks again
became the subject of acrimonious debate and extended dis-
cussion. But the superior numbers of the Democrats per-
mitted them to incorporate in the fundamental law the
following drastic provision: ‘‘No corporate body shall
hereafter be created, renewed, or extended, with the privi-
lege of making, issuing, or putting in circulation, any bill,
check, ticket, certificate, promissory note, or other paper,
or the paper of any bank, to circulate as money. The
General Assembly of this State shall prohibit, by law,
any person or persons, association, company or corpora-
tion, from exercising the privileges of banking, or creating

124 Towa Capital Reporter, Vol. V, Nos. 8, 10, April 1, 15, 1846.

12 Shambaugh’s Fragments of the Debates of the Iowa Constitutional Conven-
tions of 1844 and 1846, Appendix, pp. 414-415.

26 Towa Capital Reporter, Vol. V, No. 29, April 29, 18486.
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paper to circulate as money.”’'?" They were careful to
forestall many of the objectionable features which had
brought defeat upon former Constitutions.

For the third time a campaign was to be waged over a
State Constitution. The Whigs once more raised the ery
of a party Constitution, but directed the main force of
their arguments against the radical section which prohib-
ited banking institutions. ‘‘The effect of the article on
Incorporations’’, they declared, ‘‘will be to make Towa the
plunder ground of all the Banks in the Union.’’'2% It
would deluge lowa with worthless bank notes, serip, and
shin-plasters from the neighboring Commonwealths.

The Democrats, however, replied to these arguments in
emphatic statements of fact. ‘‘The members of the Con-
vention were doubly instructed to provide this prohibitory
clause against banks—first, by the rejection of the instru-
ment which did not prohibit them—and secondly, by the
most unequivocal expressions of the people at their pri-
mary assemblies and through the ballot box.

““Every democratic convention for the nomination of
Delegates, adopted resolutions for their instruction, de-
nouncing banks as intolerable nuisances, and the greatest of
public evils; and by most of them it was distinetly declared
that they ought to be prohibited. Among the conventions
that were held in the territory, we have yet to learn of the
first one, Whig or Democratic, which has openly declared
in favor of banks. If there has been such expression, from
any quarter, i1t has escaped our notice.’’129

' Constitution of 1846, Article IX, Section 1.

* The letter of William Penn Clarke to the electors of Johnson County 1s a
masterly presentation of the Whig arguments against the Constitution of 1846
and 18 an invaluable historiecal legacy to the political and constitutional history
of Towa.—Printed in Shambaugh’s Fragments of the Debates of the Iowa Con-
stitutional Conventions of 1844 and 1846, pp. 347-365.

“* Shambaugh’s Fragments of the Debates of the Iowa Constitutional Conven-
tions of 1844 and 1846, p. 345.
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Until August 3, 1846, the debate on the (Constitution
continued unabated. The returns from the twenty-eight
counties showed that the people had adopted the Constitu-
tion by a majority of 456 votes.'*® A total of 18,528 votes
had been cast-at the election, and the Constitution had re-
ceived a majority in seventeen out of the twenty-eight
counties.’®* Tt was with a degree of satisfaction that Gov-
ernor Clarke issued a proclamation on September 9, 1846,
declaring the acceptance of the Constitution and calling
for an election on October 26 for State officers, two Rep-
resentatives in Congress, and members of the General As-
sembly. 2

Again the machinery of the parties—commaittees, cau-
cuses. and conventions—was put into motion, grinding out
their products in the form of delegates, platforms, and
nominations. The first Democratic State Convention
assembled in Towa City on September 24, 1846. Flushed
with their recent victory they made the following nomina-
tions: for Governor, Ansel Briggs, of Jackson County; for
Secretary of State, Elisha Cutler, Jr., of Van DBuren
County; for Auditor, J. T. Fales, of Linn County; and for
Treasurer, Morgan Reno, of Johnson County.

A set of nine ringing resolutions was adopted, and 1n
them can be discerned an undertone of pride over the emer-
oence of the Territory to be the peer of the older States.
No platform of State policy is present, but banking nsti-
tutions once more receive Democratic condemnation. The
resolutions reflect also a new feeling of interest and active
participation in the leading national issues. The text of

13 Shambaugh’s Documentary History of Iowa, Vol. I, p. 213.

51 Complete returns of the election were not received from the counties of
Delaware and Buchanan.

152 Shambaugh’s Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol.
I, p. 358.
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the resolutions as adopted by the Convention!s reads
follows :—

1. Resolved, That the conduct of James K. Polk, since he has
been President of the United States. and particularly during the
last session of Congress, has been that of an unwavering and un-
flinching Democrat. That young hickory has proved himself to be
a true scion of old hickory; and we tender to him and to his ¢
Jutors in the executive department the gratitude of the
the State of Towa.

2. Resolved, That the recent session of Congress has been one
of the greatest importance to the people of these United St

since the time of Mr. Jefferson. and we confidently regard the

oad-

people of

ates,
acts
passed by it, particularly the passage of the Independent Treasury
Bill, the settlement of the Oregon Question (though the people of
lowa would have preferred 54, 40). and the repeal of the odious
tariff act of 1842 as destined to advance the welfare. promote the
interest, and add to the peace and harmony, not only
but of the civilized world

3. Resolved, That the repeal of the unjust, unequal, and fraudu-
lent tariff act of 1842, at the recent session of Congress, deserves
the highest praise from the people of Towa. and entitles those mem-
bers of Congress who voted for it. to the lasting gratitude of all
good citizens. That by its minimum and specific duties—by its une-
qual and unjust protection of the capitalists and moneyed insti-
tutions, and by its casting the burden of taxation on the laboring
masses, and exempting the upper ten thousand, it was absolutely
a federal tariff, based on the doctrines of the oreat God-like
Belshazzar of Massachusetts, viz: ‘‘Let the government take care
of the rich, and the rich take care of the poor.”” That the con-
duct of the Vice-President of the United States. upon that great
question of the age, entitles him to the highest place in the confi-
dence of the Democracy of the United States.

4. Resolved, That al

of our people,

|l modes of raising revenue for the support
of the government, are taxes upon the capital, labor and industry
of the country; and that it is the duty of a good government to
Impose its taxes in such a manner as to bear equally on all classes

13 Mhe proceedings of this Convention are to be found in Fairall’s Manual
of Iowa Politics, pp. 17, 18,

A S
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of society; and that any government, which, in levying duties for
raising revenue, impresses burdens on any one class of society, to
build up others, though republican in form, is tyrannieal in deed,
ceases to be a just government, and 1s unworthy of the confidence
or support of a free people.

5. Resolved, That the separation of the public moneys from the
banking institutions of the country, in the passage of the Independ-
ent Treasury Bill, meets the approbation of this convention, and
the recent vote of the people of this State, adopting the constitu-
tion, is a decisive indication of public sentiment against all banking
institutions of whatever name, nature or description.

6. Resolved, That the repeated unjust aggression of the Mexican
people and Mexican government, have long since called for redress,
and the spirit which has discouraged, opposes and denounces the
war which our government is now carrying on against Mexico, 1s
the same spirit which opposed the formation of a Republican gov-
ernment, opposed Jefferson, and denounced the last war with Great
Britain, and now, as they did then, from a federal fountain.

7. Resolved, That General Taylor and our little army have won
for themselves the everlasting gratitude of the country, for which
they will never, like Scott, be exposed to a shot in their rear from
Washington, or any other part of the country.

8. Resolved, That we repudiate the idea of party without prin-
ciples; that Democracy has certain fixed and unalterable prineciples,
among which are equal rights and equal protection to all, unlimited
richts of suffrage to every freeman, no property qualifications or
religious tests, sovereignty of the people, subjection of the Legis-
lature to the will of the people; obedience to the instructions of
constituents or resignation; and restriction of all exelusive privi-
leges to corporations to a level with individual rights.

9. Resolved, That, henceforth, as a political party, we are de-
termined to know nothing but Democracy; and that we will sup-
port men only for their principles. Our motto will be, less legisla-
tion. few laws, strict obedience, short sessions, light taxes, and no
State debt.

A brief and spirited campaign followed, resulting on
October 26. 1846, in the election of Democratic State offi-

cers and the choice of two Democratic Representatives 1n
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Congress. On December 3, 1846, Ansel Briggs was formally
iaugurated as Governor; and in his first message he con-
gratulated the General Assembly at the transition of Towa
from a ‘‘dependent Territory to an independent and sov-
ereign State.’’

In this history of the Democratic party we see the intro-
duction and the development of party machinery. The in-
stinets and ideas of politics were in the pioneers, who had
been schooled in political thought and methods in the older
States of Ohio, New York, Massachusetts, Virginia, Ken-
tucky, and Tennessee. In Iowa Territory, therefore, we
find, prior to the organization of the parties, caucuses and
conventions, committees and delegates. Later polities pro-
duce the central and the county committees, campaign clubs,
committees of vigilance and election, announcements of
candidates in the press, cartoons, broadsides and proclama-
tions. On the stump are seen the picturesque elements of
oratory and debate; while the emotional demonstrations
appear 1n parades and processions. In brief there were
present before the close of the Territorial period all the
main features of our highly developed present day election
machinery and methods.

National issues were ever present in the political history
of the Territory. The policies of Jackson and Benton
were contrasted with those of Webster and Clay. The
National Bank and the policies in regard to public lands
were widely discussed and left their impress upon the
later history of the State. The Democrats opposed the
Protective Tariff and demanded a just equalization of pub-
lic improvements and an economical policy 1n public expend-
1tures. The alliterative slogan of ‘‘fifty-four forty or
fight”” became their watchword in the discussion of the
Oregon question; they justified President Polk and the
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Mexican War; and they applauded the exploits of General
Taylor beyond the Rio Grande.

The supremacy of the Democratic party in lowa Terri-
tory during the greater part of ten years from 1836 to 1846
bestows upon it the praises and the blame for its accom-
plishments. Everywhere can be seen the transplanting of
political forces and creeds from other States, which, in the
crucible of pioneer conditions, became fused into new
political activities. The influence of Andrew Jackson was
constant and powerful upon the spirit and organization ot
the party and in the blighting effects of the spoils system.
The incessant condemnation of Henry Clay by the Demo-
crats of ITowa Territory was but the echo of Jackson’s
enmity and hatred of his old time political foe; and the
personal abuse and vilification in campaigns represents a
true mirror of the party history of this period.

The Constitution of 1846 with its merits and defects
represents a true contemporary product of the Democratic
party—defects which demanded its revision a decade later,
and merits which remain to-day as a part of the funda-
mental law of the Commonwealth. ‘“As a citizen of Iowa’’,
said Augustus C. Dodge, in speaking of the Constitution of
1844, ‘I felt proud of the many encomiums I heard passed
upon the constitution during the past winter at Washing-
ton, by many of the most distinguished men in the country.”
It will ever be to the ecredit of the Democratic party of
the Territory that the local pride and patriotism of a large
number of its members prompted them to join with the
Whigs in April, 1845, in defeating the Constitution of 1844
and thus preventing territorial dismemberment by the Con-
oressional boundaries.

The history of the Democratic party i1s honored by the
names of its leaders during this decade of the Territory.
Luecas, Dodge, Clarke, Chapman, Cox, Leffler, and Williams
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are the names of men whose talents and energies helped to
vitalize Territorial legislation and administration. And
fimally, the faith of the party and its devotion to the people
18 reflected in its efforts and perseverance, amid the stormy
opposition of the Whigs in the Legislative Assembly, con-
ventions, and campaigns, to minister to the public will and
weltfare and to pilot the young Territory over the un-
charted ways to Statehood.
Louis PELzERr
TaHE STATE HisToricAL Socrery or Iowa
lowaA Ciry
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