
THE HISTORY AND PRINCIPLES OF THE DEMO­
CRATIC PARTY OF THE TERRITORY 

OF Io,vA.1 

(The history of the separate Territorial governments, and of the Territorial 
system in general, remains to be written. We shall not understand the history 
of political parties in this country until the history of political parties in the 
Western States has received more attention. or have such topics as the ad­
mission of the Western States into the Union, the formation of their constitu­
tions, and the sources of their political institutions been sufficiently considered. 
The West is a rich museum of political forms and experimentations that will 
reward study.-Turner's The West as a Field for H1 storzcal Study in the An­
nual R eport of the American H istorical Association, 1 96, , rol. I, p. 2 5.] 

In the political l1istory of Iowa tl1e decennium f1·om 1 36 
to 1 46 present the ucce ive stages of the g·1·owth the 
organization, and the t1·iumph of a political })arty which 
during thi pe1 .. iod wa in tl1e ascenclan y in national af­
fairs . Likewise it illustrate the ,rolution of the political 
idea and methods of a f1·ontie1 .. comn1unity into tho. e of a 
body politic with all the de1)artment anfl 111achine1 .. Jr of a 
State gove1 .. nment. Variou tate th1·ougl1 thei1· emigrant 
contributed to the tocl{ of political idea- , })rin iple~, and 
method of the people of Iowa Territory; while t111 .. oughout 
this period the National government, throug11 tl1e l)Ower of 
its patronage and its appropriations, was nur .. tur·in°· its po­
litical wa1 .. d in the })rinci1)le and creed of tl1e part)r in 
power. Territorial politics, therefore, becomes a detail a 
well as a backg1 .. ound in the ational pict11re of these ten 
years of American political histor"')T. 

1 The facts in this article are to a considerable extent based upon material 
collected by Professor Benj. F. Shambaugh for a clocumentary history of polit­
ical parties in Io,,a. For a parallel article on the Wl1igs, see the writer's The 
History and Principles of the Trlngs of the Terrltory of I olca 1u THE Io,vA 
JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS, , Tol. V, To. 1, p. 46. 
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4 IOWA JOUR AL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS 

When the Iowa District became a par·t of the original 
Wisconsin Territory its area included the present State of 
Iowa, Minne ota and part of orth and South Dakota, 
and moreover its population was then increasing fa ter 
than that ea t of the 1Iis i ippi Ri,rer. Governor Henry 
Dodge, of Wiscon in Territory, after assuming his duties 
ordered without delay a cen us to be taken of Du Buque 
and Demaine counties, which at that time compri ed the 
Iowa District. The censu return g'ave to Du Buque 

aunty a population of 4274 and to Demoine aunty a 
population of 6257.2 On September 9, 1 36, Governor 
Dodge issued a pr .. oclamation apportioning to Du Buque 
County five Representatives and three member' of the 
Council and to Demoi11e ounty seven Repre entative and 
three members of tl1e Council and de ignating October 10, 
1 36, as the time for an election of Rep re entatives, mem­
bers of the Council, and a Delegate to Congre s.3 

The proclamation of Governor Dodge for the first elec­
tion in the Iowa District called forth a larg·e n11m ber of 
anno11ncement of candidates for the variou office , from 
Delegate to Congre s to constables. Tl1e Galena (Ill.) Gtl­
zette in Septembe1 .. , 1836, contained the announcements of 
Col. George W. Jones and Moses Meeker who were aspir­
ing to l"epresent the Territory of Wisconsin at Washing·­
ton.4 The Whig·s, 1"ealizing thei1 .. minority, began to nomi­
nate candidates for the various offices unde1 .. sucl1 deceptive 
titles as '' no party men'', ''fence men'', etc. But the 
Democrats at once penet1,.ated these masquerading tactics 
and issued the following call, which gives an excellent ac­
count of the political feeling· tl1en existing·:-

2 Shambaugh 's The First Census of the Original Counties of Dubuque and 
Demoine, pp. 45, 82 

3 
Shambaugh 's Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa., Vol. I, 

p. 50. 
4 

Du Buque Visitor, Vol. I, No. 19, September 14, 1836. 
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THE EARLY DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF IOWA 5 

To the Democrats of Du Buque County : 

An important election is about to be held for the choice of Coun­
cilmen and Representatives in the Legislative Assembly of this new 
Territory. At such an important epoch as the first election for 
legislative officers for this va t scope of country, it is not proper 
that the Democracy of this county should stand idle, with their 
arms f olded.-The price of liberty is eternal vigilance. The cl1ar­
acter of the first Legislative Assembly will have an important bear­
ing upon the future political prospects of the States that will be 
formed from this Territory. The enemies of the people a1~e al\\·ays 
on the alert. They a1,e al,vays r eady and anxious to plant their 
noxious principles wherever they will take root. Let not the 
Democracy of the county be stjgmatized as too dull to apprehend 
their rights, or too indolent to maintain them. But, fellow citizens, 
be not deceived by hollow-hearted professions of friendship. We 
have been told that all who cry Father! Father! shall not enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven; neither shall those who cry '' De,noc1·acy'' 
and ''tlie People'' be con idered as genuine desriples of Jackson 
and J efferson. There are tho e ,,Tho to effect a temporary ol)ject, 
may seem to adopt our principles, although they are at variance 
with their past conduct. Trust them not, they have clothed them­
sel\"'es with the lion's s1cin, but elect them to office, and they ,\.,ill 
show by their braying what they are. You hear a great deal said, 
fellow-citizens, about '' no party men' '-that the citizens of this 
Territory have nothing to say in politics-and that the question 
should not be raised at the coming election. These are but the acts 
and snares and strategems of a wily enemy. Examine the list of 
candidates offered. How many of them do you recognize as yo11r 
political friends,-who stood by J aclt on in '' days of panic,'' and 
good wishes now are for the success of the Democratic candidates, 
Van Buren and Johnson 1 Depend upon it those who are not for 
us are against us. ''No party men'' and ''fence men'' are always 
against the Democratic party-and we had better have an open 
enemy than a pretended friend. 

It is well kno\vn that a large majority of the citizens of this 
Territory are Democrats, friends of Jackson and Van B11ren, and 
it is highly important that the majority should have something to 
say in the choice of public officers. They can only effect their ob­
ject by union and concert of action among themselves. In union 
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there is trength and ,rictory. But if we permit our nemies to 
retain the vantage grouncl ,vhich the)T have assl1med -if we suffer 
our strength to be frittered away by casting our vote in the dark 
for candidates with ,vho e principles ,ve are unacquainted, and 
without any 11nder tanding amongst our elves, \\1e hall en ure the 
election of a majority o.f our political opponents. 

For the pl1rpo e therefore of en uring concert ancl union among 
them elves the DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC.ms of Du Buc1ue County are 
invited to meet at the cabin of l\fr. filler, at the mol1th of Bee 
Branch on Cooley, near amuel Hulitt'. ~ on the 26th day of Sept. 
(inst.) at 10 o'clock A. l\f., for the purpose of taking the neces-
sary steps preparatory to the next general election in thi Terri­
tory. 5 

It had been hoped that the pa t e1 .. , 1ices of George W. 
Jones would entitle him to a unanimous election. But a 
few Whig·s were willing to admini te1-- a m a ure of parti an 
politics to the inf ant Territory. In the campaign la ting 
hardly a month the pa t records and capabilitie of Jone 
and Meeker were paraded f 01-- compari on. Personal and 
local con ideration , however, such a the location of co11nty 
seats, internal improvements, and a discu. ion of the vari­
ous claims of Burlington, Belmont, Du Buque, and i1adi on 
for the capital of the Te1 .. ritory constitute the p1~incipal 
r ecord of the :fi1 .. t political activity in Iowa. 

The popula1--ity of Col. G. W . Jone was g·ene1·al through­
out the Territory. It was he who e efforts had ec11red 
the passage of the Act of Ap1 .. il 20, 1836, e tabli hing the 
original Territo1 .. y of Wisconsin, and the voters generally 
believed that his election was necessary to secure the be t 
interests of the young Territory in matte1.. of National 
leg·islation. 

In the election of October 10 1 36 the returns showed 
that out of a total vote of 4218, Col. Jones had been elected 
by a majo1 .. ity of 2826. In the Iowa District, Meeke1 .. had 

s Du Buque Visitor, Vol. I, No. 20, September 21, 1836. 
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THE EARLY DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF IOWA 7 

recei,Ted but 57 vote . In Iowa County 6 Meeker had a 
majo1--ity of five votes which was explained by the Belmont 
Gazette a follow : '' A tempo1--a1--y excitement with regard 
to the eat of gove1--nment wa made to operate against 
him (Jone ) ; g~atuitous and unfounded report of his be­
ing inte1--e ted in a pa1 .. ticular place we1--e circulated and to 
thi , and thi alone, i to be a cribed his lo of vote '' .7 

The next political conte t in the Iowa Di trict took place 
on July 10 of the next yea1... On the death of Ho ea T. 
Camp a Repre entative from Du Buque County, Governor 
Dodge on 1'1ay 31, 1 37 i ued a proclamation calling f 01 .. a 
pecial election to fill the vacancy.8 At a meeting on June 

17, 1 37, in 1 .. e pon e to a call for a meeting of tl1e Demo­
cratic citizen of Du Buque County, John Pa1 .. ker wa 
nominated to ucceed amp, and two week late1 .. in a 
Democratic journal he et forth his view on val'·iou pub­
lic question .9 On J11ne 24 Alexander W. McGrego1 .. 10 al o 
launched his candidacy for the office in a long lette1-- in the 
I oi<)a N ei{)S. The election 1 .. eturn l1owed that M Gregor 
was the ucce ful candidate by 13 vote .11 

One year' experience under the laws of Wi con in Ter­
ritory had demon trated that it was impo ible to ecu1 .. e 
thei1 .. proper-- and adequate admini t1·ation in the Iowa Di -
trict. The extent of the Territory, it. geographical po i-

6 Iowa County comprised an area in Wisconsin Territory east of the Missis­
sippi River. It had been established in 1 29 by an act of the Territory of 

Michigan. 
7 Strong's History of Wisconsin Territory, pp. 221, 222. 
8 Shambaugh 's Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of I o-ioa, Vol. I, 

p. 59. 
9 Iowa News, Vol. I, os. 4, 5, June 24, July 1, 1837. 
1° For the career of Alexander W. McGregor in the Territory of Iowa see 

Parish's The Bribery of .Alexander W. McGregor in THE IowA JOURNAL OF 

HISTORY AND POLITICS, Vol. III, No. 3, p. 384. 
11 Iowa News, Vol. I, No. 8, July 22, 1837. 
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tion, the n11mber and increase of the population, the diffi­
culty of securing adequate administration in the courts of 
justice, and the prospect of losing political prestige and 
distinction by the possible r emoval of the seat of govern­
ment from Burling·ton to Madison12 had combined in cre­
ating· a de ire on the part of the people of tl1e Iowa District 
for a separate Territory. 

Du Buque Co11nty took the lead in the movement by 
appointing·, on October 13 1 37, twenty-one delegates to 
attend a Territorial Convention in Bui'lington.13 ssem­
bling· on Novembe1· 6, this onvention h Id a th1'ee day 
session at which all the seven countie of tl1e Iowa Dist1"ict 
were l"epresented. Three committees were appointed to 
memorialize Congress: a committee on Preemption , a 
committee on the division of th Territory, and one on the 
Missouri Boundary. The fi1· t and second committees I"e­
ported on November 25 and commended highly the erv­
ices of Governor Dodge and Deleg·ate George W. Jones. 
Throughout these report the1·e i sho\vn a patriotism, a 
fo1'esig·l1t, and an intellig·ence that are highl3T commenda­
tory of the settler s of early Iowa.1 4 

From Burlington the1 .. e issued in the fi1,st half of the 
year 1838 numerous announcements of candidates for the 
office of Delegate to Cong·1'es and for Rep1"esentative, the 
terms of the incumbents of which we1"e, by the O1'ganic Act 
of April 20, 1836, to expire this yea1... The announcement 
of Col. George W. Jones as a candidate for Deleg·ate wa 
preceded by that of William W. Chapman f 01" the same 
honor; while Thomas P. Bu1·nett's announcement arrived 

12 
By an act of the Legislative Assembly of Wisconsin Territory of December 

3, 1836, the seat of government was to be located temporarily at Burlington 
until March 4, 1839, or until the public buildings at Madison should be com­
pleted.-Laws of Wisconsin, 1836, p. 49. 

13 Iowa News, Vol. I, No. 20, October 14, 1837. 
14 I owa News, Vol. I, No. 23, November 25, 1837. 
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THE EARLY DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF IOWA 9 

on J11ne 13.15 Congress, however, had considered the me­
morials from the Burlington Convention of November 6-8; 
and on J11ne 12, 1838, President Van Buren signed the 
act which on July 4 was to establish the Territory of Iowa 
and provide for a new set of officers for the newly created 
Territory. 

During the two years of its inclu ion within the original 
Te1·rito1·y of Wi consin there had been no definitely organ­
ized political parties within the original Territory of Wis­
consin. eve1'theless the pionee1·s-f l'Om the Tennesseean 
who e }Joli tics wa '' Old Hickory'' to the man from the 
granite hills of Ve1·mont who had wo1· hipped at tl1e shrines 
-of Webster and lay-had brought from tl1eir va1'ious 
homes political methods and a fairly well defined political 
philosophy. The two yea1·s f1--om l 36 to 183 fu1·ni h, 
the ref ore, the starting point for the e:s:1)1'e sion of the 
political instincts of our pionee1· f athe1's and f oI· the c1·ea­
tion and development of party macl1ine1'y d111·ing the eight 
yea1--s of tl1e Territorial period whicl1 followed. 

Political activity in tl1e Iowa Di t1·ict in 183 was quick­
ened by its contig·uity to the Te1--ritory east of tl1e 1Iissis­
sippi River. A meeting of Democratic citizens in T avarino, 
Bro,vn County, in 11ay, 1 3 , had issued an add1·ess stating 
the p1--inciples of Democracy and t11·ging the oI·ganization 
of the Democratic party in the Te1--ritory. '' Let the party 
be 01·ganized tl1roug·l1out this wide Te1·1 .. ito1·y' ', ran the 
report, '' to meet the emergency as becomes the decendants 
of those patriotic spirits which achieved and bequeathed to 
us the blessings of liberty, and like them to stand ready to 
sacrifice their all upon the altar of £1·eedom.' '16 

~ The Fort Madison Patriot, Vol. I, os. 3, 8, 9, April 18, May 30, June 13, 
1838. This was a Whig journal published from March 24, 1838, to September 
2, 1838, by James G. Ed"·ards, at Fort 1fadison. 

16 I owa News, Vol. I, .1.. o. 49, 11ay 26, 1838. 
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Following in the echoes of this add1-- came a large 
number of announcem nt for the variou office of the 
new Territory. Henry Eno, from Lee County, a pired to 
a seat in the Council · Jame Davis decla1~ecl his candidacy 
for Deleg·ate to Congre ;17 and on the ·ame day Peter H. 
Engle launched hi candidacy for the ame high office. 
Tlie For·t lJ,J adiso1i Patriot, in an extra i ue on eptember 
2, contained the announcement of even candidate for 

ong·res , two candidate for the Council, and nine aspir­
ants fo1, the House of Repre entative .18 

No sy tematic campaign developed and the i, ues again 
centered largely about the que tions of locating county 
seats, tempe1--ance, and internal improvements. The Whig . 
who had everything to gain and little to lo. e in partisan 
activity, were largely re ponsible for the 11a1--ti an politic 
which appeared in the campaign. 

The election of eptember 10, 1 3 in which ixteen 
co11nties participated gave the following n11ml)er of vote 
to the several candidate f 01-- Deleg·ate to ongre : Wil­
liam W. Chapman (Democrat) 1490; Peter H. Engle 
(Democrat) 1454; Benjamin F. Wallac , tl1e candidate 
with the strongest \Vhig leaning, 913; David Ro1·e1-- (Demo­
crat), 605; L. Taliaf a1--ro, 3 · Isaac Lefler 2; William Wal­
lace, 3; H. Craighton, 1; and John Foley 1.19 Tl1e hi to1~y 
of the First Legi lative A sembly hows that the complex­
ion of that body was Democ1--atic. 

The Whigs derived in the next few month a new timu­
lus for partisan activity from the various political appoint­
ments by Governor Robert Lucas and f1--om tl1e bestowal of 

17 
The Fort Madison Patriot, Vol. I, os. 10, 13, June 27, July 25, 1 3 . 

18 
The Fort Madison Patriot, Extra, September 2, 1838. 

19 
Election returns as found among the Archives in the Historical Department 

at Des Moines. 

• 
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political patl'·onage by the Leg·i lative A sembly. ever­
thele , Tlie Iou'a Pat,,.iot, tl1e leading journal of Whig 
entiment , aid timidly: ''We know that the Governor 

is oppo ed to car1·ying national politic into the Legisla­
ture, and o are we, and hall be until thi cea e to be a 
Ter1 .. itory. Should oppo ition to the Admini tration de­
velop it will cut off our upplie f1 .. om W a hington.'' It 
al o ventured the warning· tl1at a parti an election would 
de troy the ha1"mony and conco1--d which would be nece ary 
to ecure the admi ion of Iowa to tatehood. It pointed 
out the e,.,il of t1·enuou. parti an hip in Illinoi and the 
Territo1--y of Wi con in to how tl1at an ab ence of parti an 
conte t would en ure tl1 election of tl1 be t men.20 

In thi year (1 39) an le tion for Del g·ate to ong·re 
took place which wa a unn ce~ . a1'y a it was illegal. 
It appears that on January 25, l 39, Governo1 .. Robert 
Luca had approved '' An Act p1 .. o,7"iding for and 1 .. eg·ulating 
General Election in t11i Te1--1--ito1'y.'' 21 A ca1--eles and 
bungling drafting 01-- p1"inting of the tatute 1 .. e. ulted in a 
great discrepancy in the fiI· t ection between the printed 
law and the bill a it wa igned by Gover·nor Lucas. Tl1e 
following extract f1--om the Gove1 .. no1' 's ann11al mes age of 
November 5 1 39, how thi featu1·e. 

The original enrolled bill signed by the presiding Officer of 
both branche of the Legi lative A embly, app1 .. ovecl b:y· tl1e Execu­
tive, and deposited in the ecretary' office, in the clal1se r elating 
to Delegate to Congres , reads as follo,vs: '' An election fo1, Dele­
gate to Congre , for member of the Council, ancl County recorder, 
shall take place on the fir t 1\1onday in August next-and forty, 
and on the same day in every second )rear thereafter.'' The printed 
copy is made to read '' An election for Delegate to Congress, for 
members of the Council, and County Recorder , shall take place on 
the first 1\fonday of August, Eigliteen Jiitndred and forty, and on 

20 The Iowa Patriot, Vol. I, No. 4, June 27, 1839. 
21 Laws of Iowa, 1839, p. 185. 
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the same day in every second year thereafter.'' Thus we find the 
word'' next'' when it occurs after the word '' August'' in the origi­
nal enrolled bill omitted, and the words [''] Eigl1teen liundred'' 
that are not in the original roll interpolated in the printed copy.22 

By the provisions of the Organic Act the term of the 
Delegate to Congress was two years and the t rm of Wil­
liam W. Chapman, who had been elected on eptember 10, 
1 38, would, the ref ore, not expire l1ntil 1 40. everthele , 
there is evidence that Francis Gehon, f1~om Dubuque 
Co11nty, re]ying upon the Governo1~'s ver ion of the fir t 
section of the Act of January 25, 1839, had made an ag·g·re -
sive campaign for the office of Delegate to ong1'es . Gov­
ernor Lucas as an additional step to these unnecessary and 
e tra-leg·al proceedings issued, on October 1 1839, a p1'ocla­
mation stating that in the Aug1.1st election Fr·ancis Gehon 
had received 843 votes, William W. hapman 24, and 
Joseph M. Robinson 13, and decla1'ing· that Gel1on was duly 
elected Delegate to Congress.23 The Haiuk-Eye and Ioiua 
Patriot was content to express its mirth over this p1--ocla­
mation in exclamations.24 Of cou1" e this election was null 
and void and Gehon never had any mo1~e claims to the office 
of Deleg·ate to Congress than had the Governor' house 
servant.25 

22 
Shambaugh 's Executive Journal of Iowa, 1838-1841, p. 184. 

23 
Shambaugh's Executive Journal of I owa, 1838-1841, p. 159. 

Some thought that the Governor's proclamation was in accordance with the 
Act of Congress of March 3, 1839, amendatory of the Organic Act, the second 
section of which declared '' That the term of service of the present delegate 
for said territory of Iowa shall expire on the 27th day of October, 1840; and 
the qualified electors of said territory may elect a delegate to serve from the 
said 27th of October to the fourth day of J\,farch thereafter.'' From this it is 
seen, however, that the Act of Congress neither created a vacancy nor called for 
an election for the year 1839. 

24 
Hawk-Eye and Iowa Patriot, Vol. I, No. 19, October 10, 1839. 

26 
For a detailed account of this case see the writer's article on The Election 

of Francis Gehon in 1839 in THE IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AN"D POLITICS, 
Vol. V, No. 4, p. 534. 

• 

• 



• 

THE EARLY DEl\1OCRATIC PARTY OF IOWA 13 

The year 1840 was a time of deliri11m for the political 
partie which was general throughout the United States .. 
For three long years the ill-fated Van Buren had been 
tossed like a political derelict upon the waves of financial 
di tress and disaster which had followed in the wake of the 
stormy financial legislation 11nder the autocratic reign of 
''Old Hickory''. The \Vhig party was quick to take advan­
tag·e of the :financial and indu trial depres ion by institut­
ing a campaign the like of which i not recorded in the 
annal of American politics. Clay, Webster, and Winfield 
Scott were ca t a ide a unavailable candidates for the 
pre idency, and the choice finally fell to William Henry 
Harri on, the hero of many battles, whom the Whigs with­
out any platform and without any declaration of policy26 

called from hi Ohio home to lead the conglomerate Whig 
ho t to victory. 

The campaign wa marked by pa1--ades and processions,. 
songs and speeche . Webster lay, Corwin, Preston, Pren­
tiss, and many otl1ers formed the galaxy of brilliant speak­
e1 .. s who add1 .. e sed the cheering throngs of \Vhigs. The 
Democrats in vain argued and protested and demanded a 
sane discussion of public issues. But nothing could stem 
the tide; and the election returns showed that Harrison and 
Tyler had been harangued, paraded, and s11ng into office 
and that the Jackson dynasty was at an end. 

Althougl1 the Territory of Iowa had no voice in the 
national election, symptoms and effects of the noisy excite­
ment we1 .. e evident in th.e yo11ng Territory. William W .. 
Chapman, the Delegate in Congress, wrote from Washing­
ton advising the people of the Territory to desist from a 
political warfare until after the adjournment of Cong1'ess. 
Political meast1res would tend to def eat measures of the 

28 
'' In presenting General Harrison for President the Whig party had torn a 

page from the Jackson text-book.' '-Schouler 's History of the United States,, 
\~ ol. IV, p. 336. 
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g1 .. eatest interest to the Territo1·y. '' I cannot'', he added, 
a reported in a Whig journal, '' permit my name to be 
submitted to any Convention of a parti an characte1". '' 27 

Yet two 1nonths later the friends of Van Bu1 .. en held a 
meeting to appoint dele 0 ·ate to a Van Bu1·en onvention 
to be held at Burlington on July 9, 1 40.28 

Abu e and denunciation of the Democrat fo1 .. their par­
ti an activity ii ued from th "'\\11ig who at the ame time 
were l1olding Convention and meeting. , nominating can­
didate , i suing addre e , forming the Ti1)pecanoe club 
of Burlington and Mu catine and a urning tl1eir role in 
the theatrical demon tration of thi year. A T r1·itorial 
Convention of \V"hig·s met at Bloomington, called it e]f a 
'' Cong·ress of the People'', and adopted 1.. olution on the 
is ue of the campaign. A tl101·oug·h organization wa ef­
fected, and ~fr. Alfred Rich wa nominated for Delegate 
to Congre .29 James hurchman of Dubuque County, 
a.nnounced hi candidacy30 on April 30 and th Democrats 
in their Convention of ugu t 19 1 40 nominated Augu -
tus C. Dodge. On July 16, Philip Viele, of Lee Count}"", 
had announced his candidacy31 whicl1 l1e withd1·ew wl1en 
Rich became the reg·ular nominee of the \,\7hig·s. On Aug·u t 
20 appeared the announcement of tl1e Democratic inct1m­
bent of the office, William W. Cliapman.32 

A strict l)arty alignment of the voters took place thi 
year and both partie became thoroughly 01·g·anized l)y the 
appointment of vigilance, co1 .. re pondence, and centr~al com­
mittees, and by the formation of clt1b . The Ha ick-Eye 
a1id I owa Patr·iot declared that Dodg·e wa holding· a luc1"a-

21 Hawk-Eye and Iowa Patriot, Vol. I, o. 47, April 23, 1840. 

!!8 Ha ivk-Eye and I owa Patriot, Vol. II, o. 4, June 25, 1 40. 
29 

Ha wk-Eye arid I owa Patriot, Vol. II, No. 10, Al1gust 6, 1 40. 
30 Hawk-Eye and I owa Patriot, ,r 01. I, o. 4 , April 30, 1840. 
31 

Hawk-Eye and Iowa Patriot, Vol. II, No. 7, July 16, 1840. 
32 

Haivk-Eye and Iowa Patriot, Vol. II, o. 12, Al1gust 20, 1840. 

• 
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tive office t1nder the Federal government, and but for that 
he never would have come to Iowa. Rich, it urged, would 
oppo e the suicidal policie of the Van Buren administra­
tion and combat a '' union of the word and the purse.'' 33 

The effect of the great campaign upon the voter of Iowa 
Territory i noticeable in the election of October 5, 1840, at 
which Dodg·e received a majority of only 615 vote over 
Alfred Rich, which caused the Haivk-Eye and I oiva Patriot 
to complain that h11ndred and hund1'ed of Whig had 
voted for Dodge out of per onal and local consideration .34 

The election to the Hou e of Rep1 .. e entative re ulted in 
ome advantage for the Whig while in the election to 

the Co11ncil they gained one additional member whicl1 gave 
them cont1 .. ol of that branch of the Legislative A sembly. 

The hi tory of the political parties in Iowa Ter1'itory 
become linked in thi year (1 40) with the que tion of 
sect1ring the admi ion of Iowa al a tate. A b1,ief review 
of the mo,"'ement i nece ary to give a pe1\. pective of the 
political agitation of thi year. Te1·rito1'y l1a al".,.ays 
been con idered as a tempora1--y form of gove1--nment-a a 
stage in the evolution of a frontie1 .. community to State­
hood. For ome time the de ire for tatel1ood had existed 
among the citizens of the Te1 .. ritory of Iowa. Gove1~nor 
Robert Lucas had given e "PI'ession to it on November 5, 
1839, in his econd annual me age to the Leg'i lative As­
sembly; 35 editorials had been written upon tl1e question 
and the subject had occupied the attention of the Council ;36 

in the extra se sion of 1840 Governor Lucas ref erred to the 
committee on Territories in the National House of Repre­
sentatives which had made a report favorable to the admi -

33 Hawk-Eye and Iowa Patriot, Vol. II, No. 10, August 6, 1840. 

s. Hawk-Eye and Iowa Patriot, Vol. II, No. 22, October 29, 1840. 

3IS Shambaugh 's Messages a1id Proclamations of the Gover1iors of Iowa, Vol. I, 
p. 95. 

86 Shambaugh 's History of the Constitutions of Iowa, pp. 146-150. 
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sion of Iowa, and again urg·ed action by the Legislative 
Assembly.37 In accordance \vith his recommendations that 
body, in July, had passed '' An Act to provide for the ex­
pre sion of the opinion of the people of the Territory of 
Iowa as to taking p1'eparatory teps f 01' their admi ion 
into the Union.'' 38 

Official return of the vote on the Constitution question 
indicated an overwhelming def eat of the proposition for 
which its supporter had mustered 937 votes and its oppo­
nents 2907. Linn County alone gave a vot in favor of the 
Constitution-the vote stood 81 to 39. In the same co11nty 
the vote for Delegate stood : Dodge, 164; Rich, 91.39 A 
comparison of the total vote on the onstitution question 
with the total votes cast for Delegate 1 3 for Dodge and 
4315 for Rich-show clearly that the pro po ition was not 
fu]ly unde1"stood by the vote1"s and that inte1·e t in it was 
diluted by the excitement of the campaign f 01 .. the various 
candidates. 

The old Jacksonian maxim, that to the victors belong the 
spoils, served in 1841 to vitalize the politics of the yo11ng 
Territory. The Legislative Assembly controlled by the 
Democrats was careful to give the legislative printing and 
binding to its partisan friends. The Whig journals resent­
ing this, charg·ed that the Locof oco members had banded 
themselves into a partisan org·anization and had resorted 
to every malice, slander, and oppression of the Whig mem­
bers.40 It was charged in this year by th~ Haivk-Eye and 
Iowa Patriot that the Bloomington H erald, the Biir·lington 
Gazette, and the Iowa Capitol Reporter (the leading Demo-

31 Shambaugh 's Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. I, 
p. 145. 

88 Shambaugh 's Documentary History of Iowa, Vol. I, p. 135. 
89 Hawk-Eye and Iowa Patriot, Vol. II, No. 27, December 3, 1840. 

•
0 Iowa Standard, Vol. I, No. 15, January 29, 1841. 
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c1--atic jou1--nals in the Te1 .. 1'itory) had ente1 .. ecl into an '' 11n­

holy alliance'' to ecu1--e a mono1)oly of all the public p1·int­
ing. The Bloo11iirigto1i H er·ald 1"e ented this charge and 
decla1,.ed that it was aimed at Ver Plank Van Antwerp, the 
editor of the I oiva Capitol Repo1~t er· which at tl1is time was 
enjoying the la1'ge· t ha1 .. e of the legislati,7 e pi·inting.41 On 
the othe1" hand P1 .. e ident Ha1--ri on, on nfarch 25 1 41, had 
remo,7 ed Go,7 e1--nor Ll1ca. who e teady and fi1·m pu1--pose 
had gl1idec1 tl1e Ter·1--ito1--y f 01· nea1--ly tl11·ee y ai·s 42 and had 
a})})Ointed l1is fo1 .. me1· political ally and milita1 .. y comrade 
John Chambe1 .. , of Kentl1cky, ancl a new li t of \Vhig Terri­
to1--ial office1's wa ent to the capital at Iowa ity . 

.l.~ lack of i . 11e and a pi1·it of 01--ganization pervaded the 
politic of tl1 year 1 41. ''We were ove1--thro\vn but not 
defeatec1 in 1 40 ', c1ecla1 .. ed a meeting of Democrat in the 
Co11ncil chambe1-- ea1 .. ly in J anua1 .. v . 1 e1 .. io11. alarm was ex­
})I'e sed ove1-- Har1·i on' election and o,7e1 .. vVebster 's eleva­
tion to the portfolio of ec1--eta1 .. y of tate. The public 
career' of Hen1 .. y lay wa everely condemn cl wl1ile tl1ey 
re,7iewed with hone t pride the public se1·vices of the Dele­
gate to on°·1--e .. s Augu t11 . Dodge. 1\.fte1· appointing 
a Central Committee of :five ancl p1 .. oviding f 01-- a Commit­
tee of Corre pondence in e,.,.e1--y col1nty, the meeting recom­
mendecl the l1olding of a Ter1·itorial con,lention of th~ 
pa1--ty ea1'ly in June to nominate a candidate fo1 .. Delegate 

to Congres .43 

ol1nty afte1" county was thorol1ghly organized and dele-
gate were chosen to attend the J11ne convention at Iowa. 
City.44 11eanwhile, the untimely death of P1 .. esident Ha1--ri-

41 Printed in the Io wa Capitol Reporter, Vol. I, No. 3, December 18, 1841. 
42 Parish's Robert Lucas, pp. 264, 265. 
43 Bloomington, Herald, Vol. I, No. 13, January 22, 1 41. The Herald was m 

DPmocratic paper un(1er tl1e editorship of J ohn B. Russell and Thomas Ht1ghes .. 
44 Bloomington Herald, Vol. I, os. 18, 26, 30, 39, Febn1ary 26, April 23, May 

21, July 23, 1841. 
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son had ele,rated to the 1)1·e idency J ol1n T}rler who e title 
to membe1·ship in the \Vhig· pa1'ty had ne,rer been clear. 
The disappointment and 01'1'ow of the ,;vhig over this 
event had pressed the various factions into ome degree 
of coherency, but the final b1'each between Tyle1' and Con­
g·re s reju·Y'"enated all the hope of the Democ1·at and ga,re 
fresh zeal to thei1' preparation for the Iowa ity Con­
vention. 

Democrat fr·om every co11nty seem to have been p1'e ent 
at this onvention, which was marked by hope and wa1"m 
enthu iasm. The 103 delegates formed them elve into a 
long proce sion and marched through the st1--eet of the 
young capital, ca1"rying a hug·e ba.nner on one side of which 
wa inscribed in large letter : '' Thoma H. Benton, The 
friend of the poor man, the western squatte1· and champion 
of equal rights. g·ain t Henry Clay the deno11ncer of 
the pioneer of the We t, the speculato1'' f1·iend and sup­
porter of foreign dictation.'' On the 1 .. e,Te1 .. se ide ran an 
equally jmpre ive text: '' Democracy - Ollr ount1'y, 
against Dani 1 Webster and the Ha1·tfo1·d Con,-ention.'' 

In the Convention strong resolutions were adopted charg·­
ing that the Whig administration wa co1'rupt and attack­
ing the banking system of the ~Vhig·s in the ll ual terms. 
Governor Chambers too wa denounced a an enemv of ., 
the West and of the western settler. Augustu C. Dodge, 
whom they commended for hi untiring· and pat1'iotic serv­
ices in behalf of Iowa Ter1 .. itory, wa given a llnanimou 
renomination f 01 .. Deleg·ate to Cong·res . The I 01,va tand­
ard, a Whig· 01--g·an, which gave an account of these 1)1·oceed­
ings, denied the charges in these resolutions and clecla1·ed 
warmly that the voters would 1--ebuke the autho1·s of them 
at the polls.45 

Meanwl1ile the \\7hig·s had ag·ain selected Alf 1·ed Ricl1 to 

~Iowa Standard, Vol. I, No. 29, June 10, 1841. 

• 

• 

.. 



THE EARLY DEl\IOCRATIC PARTY OF IOWA 19 

make the race again t Augustus C. Dodge for Delegate to 
Cong1 .. e s.46 No i ue develo1)ed in the campaign and the 
contest was waged over the records and qualifications of 
the candidate who conducted a speech-mak}ng canva . 
The election retu1"n of Aug~u t 6, 1 41, indicated that the 

. 
Whigs had lo t one R pre entative to the Democrat , who 
now controlled the Hou e by a majo1·ity of six vote . Fo1' 
Dodge 4 38 vote were cast, which was a majority of 523 
votes over' the Whig candidate. 

Again the que tion of the formation of a tate govern­
ment was a serting it elf. The I oiva Sta1idard, ins1)ired 
by the \Vhig tri11mph of 1 40, had expre sed in Februa1"y, 
1841, the hope that Iowa Territory would be a State in 
1844 and that the Whig of Iowa could the1"efore have a 
voice in the pre idential election.47 After the election of 
1 41, however, the ame journal declared that there wa no 
inducement for the Territory to become a State and that 
the hig·h intere t on farm loan would make additional 
taxation under a tate gov.,.e1·nment impo. sible.48 Gover­
nor John Chambers, however, was sincere in his desire to 
ee the admi ion of Iowa Territo1'y to Statehood, and in 

hi fir t annual me sage of December 5, 1841, he referred 
to the unwillingne of the people to ass11me the duties and 
re ponsibilitie of a tate g·overnment. ''But'', urged the 
Governor, '' the rapid increase of our population, and the 
I'"ecent legi lation of Cong1'"ess in relation to the future dis­
l)Osition of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands. 
will present the subject in a new aspect, and may produce 
a change of public sentiment upon it.'' He the ref ore rec­
ommended that the question be again submitted to the 
voters.49 Acting on the Governor's recommendation the 

48 Hawk-Eye an,d Iowa Patriot, Vol. II, No. 50, May 13, 1841. 

• 1 Iowa Standard, "\ToI. I, No. 18, February 19, 1841. 
48 Iowa Standard, Vol. I, o. 18, February 19, 1841. 

• 9 Shambaugh 's Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of I otva, ,roI. I, 
p. 252. 
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Leg·i lative A sembly passed on Feb1 .. 11a1·y 16, 1 42, '' An 
act to provide for the exp1 .. es ion of opinion of the people 
of the Territo1 .. y of Iowa, upon the ubject of the formation 
of a tate onstitution and Gove1 .. nment, and to enable 
them to form a Con tit11tion fo1 .. the tate of Iowa.'' 50 

In anticipation of th pas~ age of tl1i law agitation fo1--
tatehood had already begun-an agitation that wa to ebb 

and flow for four years from the poll to the P1 .. e ident's 
chair. National i ue now become ubordinated to the 
one of Statehood upon which the political pa1 .. tie'3 formu­
late their principle , nominate tbei1 .. candic1ate and wage 
thei1 .. campai 0·n . It is in tl1e e f 0111 .. e,T ntfl1l year that 
the envi1·onment of the pionee1· , thei1 .. political in tinct , 
and their histo1 .. y and tradition were g·iving· ex1)re ion to 
a political })1 .. od11ct the ble , in°· ancl enjo}went a well a 
the evils of which their posterity wa to inherit and to 
judg·e. The march of tl1e Te1·rito1·y to tatebooc1 wa. f1 .. ee 
f1 .. om many of the tho1 .. ns that have ma1·ked the path of 
other Territorie seeking the same g'oal. nlike I11cliana, 
the trans£ ormation was not darkenec1 by tl1e dis cu . ion of 
the issues of slavery; more £01 .. tunate than .,..1i ~ 011ri, the 
admission of Iowa was not for y ars a bone of contention 
in ongress; and the1 .. e have been no bloody wa1.. or 
"Lecompton Con titution " in the constitutional hi tory of 
Iowa. 

Political as well as pa1--tisan activity thi yea1 .. 1"eceived 
, 

an impetus from the tatehooc1 que tion, which in t11rn 
was treated to its quota of parti an eloquence and ophi -
t1--y; the political oundne of the plan was g·i,len intelli­
g·ent discu sion; the commercial and indu t1,.ial benefits of 

tatehood were debated; con iderations of liberty, local 
pride, and self-government occupied the disputants; and 

~

0 

Shambaugh 's Documentary History of Iowa, Vol. I, p. 137. 
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the :financial aspects of the que tion we1 .. e always an object 
of contention. 

From the \Vhig·s the1'e i ued the objection that the f 1--on­
tie1 .. life and the i111maturity of the Ter1 .. itory tended to 
make the peo1)le inca1)able of manag·ing successfully the 
affai1 .. s of a State gove1·nment at this tin1e. Ralph P . Lowe, 
a prominent Whig·, even urged that the change would be 
unde irable becau e there reallv we1"e no eminent men in .. 
the Territo1"y :fitted for the task of tate government.51 

The Democ1 .. at 1 .. esented this arg·ument with a how of 
wounded pride and resentment. '' Are the people of Iowa 
all alien , minors and women f'' a ked the L ee Cou1ity 
De111oc1-at. '' A1 .. e they laboring 11nder any mental or mo1 .. al 
incapacityf Are they cha1~g·eable with a want of inexpe­
rience in the duties and oblig·ation of f1 .. eemen t . .. . Are 
they not al o equally qualified to discha1·ge the duties of 
re1Jre entative and legi lators now as while they were citi­
zens of the tate f \Vhence tl1en the great dang·e1 .. of un­
wi e, extravagant, or di astrou leg·i lation~'' 52 

Statehood a1·g·11ed tl1e Democrat , would give Iowa the 
rig·ht and the l)rivileg·e of electing its own officer who 
would then be respon ible to the people. The Te1--1 .. ito1'ial 
appointments of the President were b1·inging hither a 
crowd of office seekers who knew little about the people 
and their legislative needs and cared less. Patriotism, 
pride, and love for independence should make the people 
willing· to ubmit to the additional tax of about '' thI·ee bit 
per head'', urged the Burlingto1i Gazette. '' The 1 .. ight to 
choose our public servants'' continued this jou1 .. nal,'' should 
be held sacred-not to be frittered away 01-- surrendered up 
or bartered off for any consideration whatever. uch an 
idea must not be countenanced, or even thought of for a 

isi Shambaugh 's H istory of the Constitutions of I ou;a, p. 167. 
52 Printed in the Iowa Capitol R eporter, v.,.ol. I, No. 8, January 22, 1842. 



• 

22 IOWA JOUR AL OF HISTOR,Y Ai 1D POLITICS 

moment, if we would pre erve a just tone of feeling upon 
the subject, and tran mit it unimpa1 .. ed to po te1·ity. '' 53 

'' Our p1--esent condition as a T 1·rito1"y' ', w1·ote Ver Plank 
Van Antwerp, the Democ1 .. atic edito1· of the I oioa Capitol 
Reporte,4

, ''i that of colonial va alag·e, which i at all 
time humiliating (to ay the l a t). ""\Ve approach the 
General Gove1·nm nt in the attitude of a suppliant, beg like 
a slave for the crumbs that may pe1·cl1ance be left afte1 .. a 
divi ion of the loaf among t the tate. , and at the same 
time, Iowa i pouring her thou and into the public Treas­
u1·y, from the sale of the land within her limit , and what 
does he get in retu1·n 1 . . . . The unpa1·alleled influx of 
population in our Ter1--itory fo1 .. the la t few months would 
eem to call on us, in a voice of thunde1·, to depend upon the 

paternal care of the Go,rernment f 01.. upport and patronag·e 
no longer. The little tates of Rhode I land and Dela­
ware are each repre ented in ong·re by two enator and 
a Representative whil t Iowa po e ing· at this moment 
a greater population than either has no vote in either 
hou e. '' 54 

The commercial o-ain to result f1 .. om tatel1ood wa widely 
discussed by the Democratic pre . ''Year after yea1-- do 
the earnest repre entation of ou1-- legislature and the ef­
forts of our Delegate pa unheeded while at the same time 
millions upon million a1 .. e engulphed in tl1 almo t fathom­
le s depths of some arm of the Atlantic. Breakwaters a1·e 
con tructed harbors are imp1--oved; 01 .. pe1--haps cooped out 
of the solid earth, for the benefit of Ea te1 .. n comme1 .. ce, 
while the interests of the We t, and pa1·tic1tlaI·ly those of 
this Territory, seem entirely overlooked. . . . Appropria­
tions to facilitate the navigation of our rivers are not only 
few and far between, but trifling in importance compared 

'5s Printecl in the Iowa Capitol R eporter, Vol. I, o. 28, June 11, 1842. 

IS-4 Io wa Capitol R eporter, Vol. I, No. 26, May 28, 1842 . 
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with tho e that a1--e annually lavi hed upon the Atlantic 
frontier or even upon the lake coa t .'' Becau e the Terri­
tory of Iowa had no political weight in Congre the plead­
ing of Augu tu C. Dodge remained unheeded. '' The Rap­
id [ of tl1e Tufi i ippi Rive1 .. J will never be imp1 .. oved until 

Iowa become a tate. ' ' 55 

Immigration, too wa connected with the benefit of 
tatehood. '' The adoption of a tate gove1--nm nt' ', r eas­

oned the B ilrli1igto12 Gazette, ''would at once ca11 e an un­
pa1·alleled influx of jmmigration. Thou ands otl1erwi e de -

i1 .. ou of making their homes with u a1 .. e deterred by what 
they deem the un. ettled tat of thing incident to a Ter­
rito1 .. ial gov 1·nment . . .. \Vhate,re1-- may be tl1e cause, it is 
ce1--tain that the new tate have gene1·ally if not alway , 
fo1" a time at lea. t, inc1"ea din population ten times as fa t 
a . while they were Te1 .. 1 .. ito1·ie . uch ha b en the case 
with neighbo1 .. ing tate · and uch too, will be the ca e with 

our . '' 56 

To comJ)el the people to____.....ubmit to anotl1er vote on the 
que tion of Statehood the Whig decla1 .. ed both premature 
and 11nfair. They pointed to the election of October 5~ 
1 40, at which the Convention p1 .. oposition had been defeat­
ed by 1970 vote and maintained that the vote meant a de­
cisi,7e settlement of the que tion. To thi the Democrats 
r eplied that the brief interval between the pa ag of the 
Act of July 31 1 40 and the election on October 5, 1840, 
hacl not allowed the public mind to become ve1· ed in the 
subject ufficient to exp1 .. e s itself fai1 .. ly. Little effort for 
01 .. ag·ain t the que tion wa. then shO\\'n; it was o luke­
warm that a la1·ge and populou district made no r eturns 
on the election.57 In July at a barn-raising in Des Moines 

i;s I owa Capit ol R eporter, Vol. I , o. 29, J u.ne 18, 1842. 

t1G I owa Capit ol R eport er, V ol. I, o. 31, J uly 2, 1842. 
67 I owa Capitol R eporter, Vol. I, No. 34, J uly 23, 1842. 
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County at which f orty-se,T"en men we1 .. e 1)1·e ent a vote wa 
taken which showed that fo1·ty-th1 .. ee wer·e in fa,ro1' of tate­
hood and only fou1" against it.58 The Pe1211sylva1iia Ar·gics 
said: '' If the citizens of that yo11ng· and beautiful Te1 .. 1'i­
to1 .. y are a intelligent and reg·ardful of tl1ei1-- tr·iie i1ite1 ests 
as they a1 .. e 1 .. ep1"e ented to be, we will not he itate in ay­
ing that the onvention l)arty will p1·e,.,.ail by a la1·g·e ma­
jority.'' These fact , the Democrat a1·g·ued, called f 01-- a 
re ubmission of the que tion.59 

The \Vhig· knew ve1"y well that in the e,rent of tatehood 
all the State offices would be occupied by Democ1--at . 
Actuated by this knowledge they 1·ect11·1 .. ed ag·ain and ag·ain 
to the arg·ument which appealed to e,rel'·y tax-paye1-- and 
which from time jmmemorial ha e1--ved to defeat measu1 .. es 
of leg·islation-the a1 .. g·ument of inc1·ea ed taxation, which 
the tate government would entail when the ala1 .. ie of the 
officers of the Territor .. y, the legi lati,.,.e printing\ and all 
the expenses incident to Territo1 .. ial legi lation wo11ld cea e 
to be paid from the coffers at W ashing·ton. 

Rigid economy was p1·omised by the Democ1 .. ats in l'el)ly 
to this objection. The Gove1·no1"'s sala1·y could be 1·educed 
to $1000, that of the Attorney Gene1·al to $400 and $600 
would be sufficient fo1-- the tate T1·ea~ t11·e1·. Then, too, 
some of the Territo1 .. ial office could, in the inte1·e t of 
economy, be abolished. The following· from the Ioiva Capi­
tol Repor·ter· is an excellent repre entation of the a1 .. g·u­
ments of the Democ1·atic p1·ess as they we1·e ma1~ halled 
ag·ainst the Whig· shibboleth of inc1 .. eased taxe :--

The State government will co t 30000.00 per annl1m. O11e l1alf of 
this amount, at least, we shall receive back in ready cash-the p1~0-
ceeds of the five per cent on the land sales-so that the actual co t 
of supporting the government hould be estimated at not more than 

58 
Iowa Capitol R eporter, , .,. ol. I, No. 33, July 16, 1842. 
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$15000.00 pe1 .. annt1m. Tl1e impro, .. ement of the Rapids, which will 
1 .. e tllt f1 .. on1 ou1 .. a(lmi ion, will benefit us $200,000.00 annually; 
and tl1e increa :e in ,raltle of the 500,000 ac1·e of land will l)e at 
least $230,000.00 n101"e, making 450,000 per annum \vhich will re­
sult f1·om ot11 .. becoming a tate. Thi ,vill be fifteen times the 
amount of the co t, to a~" notl1ing of the po ible receipt of the ten 
per cent uncler the di tribtltion act. Well may we ay, then, that 
the p1·ice paid for the support of a tate government will be only 
seed so\'\11 of ,,phich a l)ountiful ha1"ve t will result.60 

A final a1)1)eal to the v-ote1· in a long and detailed state­
ment of the Democ1·atic a1 .. guments, appeared ju t befo1-­
the election and a 1--e ume of the ad,rantage of ,. tatehood 
was p1·e ented. '' It would aid us to effect a new l)Urcha e of 
Indian land . It would aid u to }JI"ocure an a1)1)1--opriation 
to impro,Te tl1e na,rig·ation of tl1e I\Ii~ ~ issi1Jpi ov~er· 01· a1·ound 
the Ra1Jid~, by canal 01-- otl1e1·wi e. It would aid u . in ef­
fecting a 1)e1--manent ettlement of ou1 .. soutl1e1·n bountla1·y 
question. It would aid u in placing under the immediate 
control of the tate <Yo,re1 .. nment all conflicting· clau e ~ of 
bolmda1--y and title. '' 61 

~ 

)feanwhile the Democrats we1"e enga~·ed also in })erfect-
ing thei1' election and campai0 ·n macl1ine1·y, no1uinating· 
candidate fo1-- the Legi lative A .... embly, and wa 0 ·ing· wa1' 
upon Henry lay. On Jan11a1'y , 1 42, the twenty- eventh 
anniversary of the Battl of w O1·lean a la1'g·e and de­
te1 .. mined meeting· of Democ1 .. at was l1eld in the Council 
rhamber of the apitol at Iowa ity. A committee of 
eleven was a1)pointed by P1"esident F1·anci Gel1on. 1-Vith 
pat1·iotic l)ride they refe1"1"ed to the t1 .. iumph of '' Old Hick­
ory'' at Kew O1'lean , P1'e ident Tyle1' was thanked for his 
, ... etoes of the bank bills pa ed l)y ong·1'e , and in a note 
of warning they ref erred to the broken p1'omise. of the 
Whigs and to the remo, ... al of Democ1--atir officer's in Iowa. 

60 I oiva Capitol Reporter, Vol. I, To. 30, J tine 25, 1842. 
61 Io1oa Capitol Reporter, Vol. I, No. 34, July 23, 1842. 
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P1·ai e wa extended fo1-- enator Thoma. H. Benton, of 
~1i ou1"i in tl1e following 1 .. e olution :-'' The Democrats of 
Iowa a1'e e. l) cially g1'atefl1l to him fo1· bi able and 1Jni­
fo1'"m u1Jpo1·t of P1 .. e-Em1Jtion law and fo1· bi effort to 
obtain for thei1 .. benefit a graduation of the p1·ice of the 
public land . '' The third re olution read : '' That the 
Democrats of thi Ter1"ito1·y till entertain towards 1Ir. 
Van Bu1 .. en, the late patriotic p1 .. e ident of the United 

tate , s ntiment of the hi 0 ·he t re pect ancl friend hip 
fo1 .. hi virtueL_ , his brilliant talent and hi unalte1 .. able at­
tachment to Democratic p1·inciple,-and that while they 
reg·ret ince1 .. ely the marty1·dom wl1icl1 he l1a l uffered for 
the ake of princjple, yet they believe that at thi.. time hi 
exile is honorable: for ... . recent election p1·ove that the 
people can no longer be blinded by means of ucl1 clap traps 
as 'coo1i ski11s' and 'lia 14 d cide,~' and tl1e gene1 .. ally ab urd 
pa1·aphe1·nalia which characterized the pipe-laying opera­
tion of the unprincipled whig leader of 1 40. '' 

A central committee for the Ter1--ito1--y, appointed by the 
President of the Convention wa made up of the follow­
ing pe1 .. ons : Plea ant Harri , Jame P. Ca1·lton Henry 
Murray, Henry Felkner, V. P. Van Antwe1 .. p, and urti 
Bates. All the counties were reque ted to appoint each a 
rommittee of five to insure the efficient 01 .. g·anization of the 
Democ1 .. atic party in the Te1 .. ritory.62 

All through the f orepa1·t of the year 1 42 a campaign of 
real edt1cation wa ca1 .. ried on. The di c.u sion of the 
vVhigs however bear no comparison to tho e of the Demo­
crats in arg·ument thoroug·hne and ince1·ity of purpo e. 
Their was a campaign of refutation and denial, and it wa 
only thei1~ logan of inc1 .. eased taxes unde1 .. Statehood that 
proved to be the imp1 .. egnable tronghold of t11e \Vhig de­
f en e. At tl1e election of Augu t 1, 1 42 6 25 votes were 

~ Io wa Capitol R eporter, Vol. I, No. 7, January 15, 1842. 
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cast again t the propo ition for tatel1ood, while only 4129 
vote were mu te1 .. ed in fa,"or of it. In John on, Lefl, and 

linton countie the vote wa close t, but in every one of 
the se,.,.enteen countie of the Territo1'y the que tion went 
do\vn to defeat.6~ The people clearly were not yet ready for 

tatehood and voted f 01 .. a continuanc of the pate1--nal do­
nation £1--om the United tates trea Ul"Y· In the Hou e of 
Repre entati,1e the Whig gained two new members which 
left the Democ1 .. at a majo1 .. ity of but two in that body. A 
Democ1 .. atic 01 .. gan declared that to the Council even \Vhig· , 
one neutral and only five Democ1·ats we1·e elected.04 

It was bad enough f 01 .. the Democrat to lo e the election 
over the question of tatehood; but g1"eate1' chagrin and 
disappointment wa felt o,"er the election to the Legi la­
tive .A embly. Local intere ts in Lee ounty, disunion, 
and a mixed ticl{et in Van Bu1 .. en t1·aito1 .. s in Muscatine, 
and bad management and pe1 .. onal anjmo ities in other' 
counties were re pon ible f 01 .. the Whig gains. '' It i f 01' 
the ake of the party'', mu ed the Bloo,J1 i,igtori H e,·ald, '' a 
pity that we we1'e not completely 1'outed-then we would 
have lea1'ned from ad experience, the evil of allowing ou1--­
selves to be di tracted by light and t1'ivial matters, but as 
the \Vhigs have been o long out of power, tl1ey will like 
the pre ent powe1·s at the apitol, cut uch f anta tic shines, 
a to convince one and all, bef 01--e their term of office ex­
pi1'es, that we have had enough of \Vhigge1'y.' ' 65 

The year 1 43 was an '' off yea1''' in Te1 .. ritorial politics 
and there is very little that was notable in conventions, can­
didate , 01· campaigns. In the Capitol anothe1" meeting of 
Democrats was held on the a.nniversary of the Battle of 

G3 hambaugh 's Documentary H istory of Iowa, Vol. I, p. 142. 
04 Bloomington Herald, Vol. II, No. 41, August 12, 1842. 

cs B loomington H erald, Vol. II, No. 41, August 12, 1 42. 
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Tew Ol'·leans. Thomas Cox, of Jackson ounty wa. !)resi­
dent and the meeting· was an occasion f 01· Democ1·atic 
s1)eeches. The meeting requested the v ... ariou<s counties to 
elect deleg·ates to attend a Democ1·atic Te1 .. rito1·ial Conven­
tion at Iowa ity in June for the pu1·1)0 e of nominating a 
candidate for Deleg·ate to ono,1•e1 l •

6 G cott ounty, on 
A1)1·il 4, 1 43 sel cted four deleg·ate. and commended the 
se1·vices of ug·u tu. . Dodg·e.6 7 In the ame month the 
Democ1--atic member of the Leg·i lative eml)ly met at 
the apitol appointed a ent1·al ommittee for· the Terri­
tory and de ignated committee of 01 .. g·anization for each 
county.68 The Democ1--at of Jack on ounty extended thei1-­
thanks to Augu tus C. Dodg·e, ' the l)ionee1 .. of the We t, 
the def ender of he1· interest and her fa t and neve1 .. failing 
friend.'' 09 And o in the va1·iol1 co untie . in convention 
and ma s meetings faith and undimini hed confidence were 
expre sed in the :fidelity and ability of Dodg·e 70 who wa 
1--enominated in the Territorial onvention at Iowa City on 
June 26 1 43. 

Meanwhile the ""\Vhig·s throl1gh va1·iou~ vici itude of 
committee appointments con,Tention notices unattended 
and postponed nominating· convention unwilling· candi­
dates, and forced effort to c1·eate an i ue l1ad centered 
upon William H. Wallace as their candidate ao·ain t A11o·u -
tu C. Dodge . .....,_..With feigned disappointment o,,er the in­
action of the \Vhigs the L ee Coii1ity De1rioc1·at aid: ' It 
was hoped that in all good feeling, a full, c&lm and manly 
discussion of the important que tions now dividing· the two 
great parties of the count1--y, would tal{e place du1·ing tl1e 
canvass and that the people would be well p1~e1)a1 .. ed to ca t 

66 Iowa Capitol R eporter, Vol. II, No. 6, January 14, 1843. 
61 Iowa Capital R eporter, Vol. II, ro. 19, April 15, 1843. 

as Iowa Capital R eporter, Vol. II, No. 21, April 29, 1843. 
69 101.va Capital R eporter, Vol. II, ro. 22, 1fay 6, 1 43. 
70 I owa Capital R eporter, Vol. II, o. 24, hlay 20, 1843. 
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thei1" suff1·age fo1· the candidates of their choice. The 
Democ1--at boweve1· -we1·e doomecl to disa1)pointment in 
their-- wi he . '' 71 

Dur--ing the month of 1-\.ugl1 t and eptember", 1 43, joint 
debate between Poc1g·e and "\\"T allace were held at Dubuque, 
Iowa City, and other .. point . The banking· y tern of the 
vvhigs the protecti,re ta1·iff que tion and Henl"Y Clay's 
policie in rega1"cl to the public land f 01--med the subjects 
for the di cu ion . Dodge was c1·itici ed al o for secu1--­
ing inadeql1ate financial a1)p1·op1·iations fo1-- the Ter1--itory 
of Iowa.72 Dod 0 ·e however could point to the Congres­
sional app1--op1·iation of $13,421 which bi effo1 .. ts bad se­
cured in the p1 .. eviou yea1· f 01-- the liquidation of all the 
legi lative expen e of the Te1·1·itory.73 

The campaign, howe-ve1,\ lacked life and viO'or. The peo­
})le l1ad bacl enough of political agitation in 1 42; and be-
ides they we1·e too bu vat tilling the oil ancl rea1)ing t11eir 

harvests to attencl conventions march in })Olitical pa1--ades, 
sing campaign dogge1--e], or to li ten to tl1e ap1)eal of can­
didates for office. In the October election Dodge was re­
elected by a majority of 1419 votes over Wallace wl10 
l"eceived 3372 votes. 

A compa1"i on of the votes fo1-- Delegate fo1-- the years 
1 42 and 1 43 shows that the Democr·atic vote in this year 

' 

fell off by only 47 votes while the \Vhig· vote in 1 43 was 
933 le s than in 1 42. '' It hows that we we1"e 1iot beaten 
by incr--ease of Locofoco abo,7 e the incr"ease of \Vhigs ' ', 
declared the I oil·a tando J"cl, ''but by Whig taying at 
home ..... The \\7higs of the Territory have followed the 
example of thei1-- brethren in many of the States-staid at 
home to dig potatoes and shl1cl{ corn, and left the Locof ocos 

71 Quotecl in the Iowa Capital R eporter, Vol. II, No. 37, August 19, 1843. 
72 101.va Capital Reporter, Vol. II, o. 38, A11gust 26, 1843. 
73 Iowa Capitol R eporter, , .... ol. I, No. 24, Nay 14, 1842. 
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to do the voting·.'' 74 Whig inaction and mi management, 
furthe1--mo1·e 1·e ulted in a lo s of :fi, ... e Rep1·e. entatives to 
the Democ1·at . 

Early in 1 44 both pa1 .. tie were g·irding· them elve for 
the approaching· conte t and althoug·h the voter.. had no 
voice in the p1·e idential election, the Territo1·y of Iowa 
this year became an arena which witne ed the conte t of 
tl1e two pa1 .. ties in caucus and con,rention and the l)l"ecinct 
and polls. Buoyed up by the ho1)e of repeating· the t1·iu.mph 
of 1 40, the \Vhig· beg·an thei1.. a 0·itation with ene1 .. g·y. 
Again the vVhig f 01·ce we1·e rallying aro11nd Henry Clay, 
who was already inspiring the campaig·n poets, the edito­
rial writers, and the pamphleteer and ra1)tu1·ing· dele­
g·ates and convention . The Democ1·ats became ala1·med 
urg·ing that the party 01 .. g·anize and r buke the charge and 
epithets that Olay had heaped upon the settler of the We t. 
''The enemies of the g1·eat cause of Democracy a1·e in the 
field, with the coon kin banne1'" of the we te1·n landerer and 
calumniator of the pioneers of Iowa 11nfl11·led witl1 the mot­
toes of a M animotli National B a1ik-a 1 .. iliJious p, .. otective 
Tariff, to bitild up Eastern capitalists at tlie ex1Je11se of tlze 
W ester1i proditcer·,-to distribitte tlie p,,.oceeds of tlie sales 
of tlie Public La,ids a11io1ig tlie tat es, a 1id tlie r·eby i1i all 
probability, raise tlie p1,.ice of pilblic la1ids to a,i eJ201~1,ioits 
price.' ' 75 

• 

The formation of lay clubs in Iowa Te1~rito1--y and the 
, 

acceleration g·iven the Clay movement p1·ovoked from the 
Democratic pre s additional cen ure and critici m upon 
the '' Idol of the West.'' '' Ot11-- 01Jponents'' wa1·ned the 
Iowa Capital Repo1·ter·, ''have unfurled tl1e banne1~ of 
H en1'"y Clay, a National Bank, Protective Ta1·iff, etc. and in 

74 
Iowa Stan,dard, Vol. III, o. 42, October 19, 1843. 

75 
Iowa Capital R eporter, Vol. III, o. 21, June 1, 1844. 
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doing so. they have a sum.ed to defend their champion 
against the ju t and me1--ited indig·nation of an in ulted and 
abu ed cla of American citizen , who have been by l1im 
denounced as a 'laivless barid', or· a no bette1· than 'liigli­

way 1'·obbe,,.s.' '' 76 

A. prelude to tlie political conte t of thi year had been 
s011nded in the oppo ition of the Democ1 .. ats to the J ational 
Bank policy of the \\'hig·s . ince the day .. of Jack on'. 
warfare u1)on the United tate Bank it l1ad been one of 
the clea,,.age fo1 .. ce di,.,.iding· the two g·1 .. ea t 1)a1·tie. . Tl1e 
la1'ge crop of ''wild cat'' bank. g1·owing out of Jacl{ on'1 
p1"opagation of financial mea u1·e. had c1·eated a su picious 
dist1 .. t1 t and quixotic notion in 1·eg·a1--d to tl1e , ,,alue of l)ank 
in gene1--al. The Democ1·a t we1·e still . ounding· tl1e a1·gu­
ment of the uncon titutionality of tl1e Bank, wl1ile tl1e 
Whigs p1--omptly met thi ar 0 ·ument by ql1oting f 1·om the 
famou deci ion in ... ic ullo11°·h i·s. l\1a1·,;-land.77 .. 

In the Territory of Iowa the 1\Iine1· ' Bank of Du Buque, 
which had been cha1--te1·ed a ea1--ly a T o,.,.eml)e1-- 30, : 36, 
became an i sue of parti an di cu sion and on account of 
local bicke1 .. ing· and bad report conce1 .. ning· its solvency 
it had become the target for repeated leg·i lati,.,.e in,.,.estig·a­
tions and numerou attempt to annul it cha1·te1--.7 8 The 
financial ruin and wild ~ l)eculation of the e years bad 
caused the bank on 1\Iarch 29, 1 41, to formally u pend 
specie payments. Pa1--tisan feeling· ove1 .. the bank wa aug·­
mented, and in the fifth and sixth Legi lati,re As emblie , 
in re ponse to petitions signed lJy many citizens in ,rariot1s 
counties, numerous attempts we1 .. e made to com1Jel the banl{ 
to resl1roe specie payments and to 1--evoke its charter. The 
vVhigs, as a rule, in both the House and in the Council 1)1--0-
tested against the repeal of the cha1 .. ter by tl1e legi lati,.,.e 

70 I 01.va Capital R eporter, Vol. III, To . 16, 'h1arch 23, 1844. 
77 McClain's Cases on Constitutional Lau,, p. 1. 
78 Merritt's Early H istory of Banking in Ioiva, pp. 1-30. 
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br·anch of the g·o,Te1·n1nent declaI·in °· tba t 11ch an act wa a 
function of tl1e j11dicia1·y. Tl1e Democ1·ats in ha1·mony with 
the notion of tl1e pa1·tv g·ener·ally, f a,1 01·ed tl1e repeal of 
the charte1~ and looked 11pon all bank a in titutions f o ... ter­
ino- fraud and co1--r11ption.79 On the failu1·e of the Leg·i1 la­
tive A sembly to revoke the cha1·ter of the ... 1ine1·. ' Bank, 
a Democ1--atic jou1·nel exp re sed it cen 111·e in the fallowing 
te1·m :-

From the commencement of the pre ent e sion, it I ,,rell l{no,·vn 
the Whig part:)r in the Holl e~ ,vitho11t a Ingle exception, ha,re 
labored ,vith a zeal, and ,, .. e ma)r ay ,,-ith an abilit}r, in clebat,~ and 
other,vi e, to a,.re the shaclo,v of a ,,rinclling Bank. that certainly 
wa "rorth~\t of a better and holier call e. They could not have 
fought mo1·e manfully and de peratel)7 If the 1\1hole social fabric of 
our jnstitl1tion l1ad been at tal{e. Ancl fo1 .. what. To sa,,.e f1·om 
a ju t and merited oblivion, the charter of the ,vindling ancl 1·otten 
Bank of Dubuq11e. so 

~Ieanwhile the bo1·de1 .. line between avage1·y and ettle­
ment had 1--et1 .. eated to the we. twa1·d. By tl1e t1·eatv of 

• • 

Governo1-- John Chamber ,vitb the auk ancl Fox Indians 
on Octobe1· 11 1 :1:2, an immense a1·ea l1ad been opened to 
ettlement in lay, 1 ±3.81 .At once f1'om tl1e eecl-plots of 

emigration in the Ea t and outl1 the1'e followed in the 
f ootcstepcs of the r et1·eating Red nien the Ame1·ican settle1 .. 
and pioneer t1'"ansplanting u1Jon the ,yirg·in oil of the Ter­
rito1·y the latent ge1·ms of l)Olitica1 ocial, and indu trial 
force , which under the com1)elling· en,;ri1·onment of f1--ontier 
activity have g1--own to f1·uitage in 0111· ind11 trial life, in 
our political institutions and in our social well-being·. 

Gove1'"nor hambers no doubt wa anxious that the e 
incoming settlers should have the benefits and the pre tig·e 
of tatehood which he had experienced in his own State of 

70 Merritt's Early H istory of Ban,king in, Iowa, pp. 49, 53, 60, 61. 
80 Iowa Capital Reporter, Vol. III, No. 7, January 20, 1844. 
61 Kappler's Indian Affairs. Lau;s a1id Treaties, Vol. II, p. 546. 
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Kentucky. Perhaps he was actuated by the desire to see 
Iowa have a vote in the presidential election of 1844 in 
which the Whigs were hoping that Henry Clay would be 
the man cho en to lead them from the bondage of Tylerism. 
On December 4, 1843, in hi third annual message the Gov­
ernor had ref erred to the phenomenal growth of the popu­
lation and recommended that the Legislative Assembly 
pass a law for an election to ascertain the wi hes of the 
people in regard to Statehood, that applications be made 
to Cong1"ess to fix and establish bol1ndarie for the pro­
posed State, and that p1"ovision be made for calling a con-
titutional convention.82 The Legi lative Assembly re­

sponded to the e recommendations by pa sing, on February 
12, 1 44, an act imila1 .. to the one of February 16, 1842. 
The vote on the que tion of holding a constitutional con­
vention was to be taken at the to,vnship elections in April.83 

Again the argument , the oratory, and the declamations 
of 1 42 were paraded on the political forum.84 However, 
the1"e was now a much g1 .. eate1 .. population and an incr6ased 
area f 01-- settlement, and the presidential campaign gave 
warmth to the discu sion. All the benefits to flow from a 
condition of Statehood-political prestige and distinction, 
g'1--eater internal improvements increased immigration, re­
lease f 1--om '' colonial vassalage'' and the financial gains­
were once mo1 .. e proclaimed on the stump, in edito1--ial col­
umns, and at political gathe1·ings. 

The \Vhigs again 1--eso1--ted to the argument of inc1--eased 
taxes and protested that the Convention question was 
forced and prematu1--e. ''We declare without fear of con­
tradiction, that the people a1"e not prepa1 .. ed, and ca11/;iot be 
prepa1"ed at so early a pe1--iod as the first day of April to 

82 Shambaugh's Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. I, 
p. 271. 

88 Shambaugh 's Documentary History of Iowa, Vol. I, p. 143. 
84 Shambaugh 's History of the Constitut-ions of Iowa, pp. 173, 174. 
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decide the momentou question of State g·overnment or no 
State gove1"nment. And we say further, that until Oon­
gre s now in session shall have completed its busine s, and 
the deci ions that it may make upon ome que tion con­
cerning the intere ts of thi Territory that it has bef 01·e it, 
shall be g·enerally known, the people cannot make a proper 
and satisfactory determination of the que tion of State 
government. '' 85 

The elections showed that the onstitutional onvention 
que tion had arried by a large majority.86 R turns f1·om 
twenty-one counties howed that only eight co11ntie 87 gave 
majorities against the que tion. The attitude of the pub­
lic mind had therefore, chang·ed in favor of taking step to 
secure Statehood. The advent of bette1" times, the enor­
mou increase of the Territory in 1Jopulation the new land 
for settlement and va1·ious event t1 .. anspi1--ing in the a­
tion had combined in converting a majority of the vote1"s 
to the proposition of calling a con titutional convention. 

By the p1"ovisions of the Act of Feb1"ua1"y 12 1 44, dele­
gates to the Constitutional onvention at Iowa ity were 
to be cho en in Aug·ust of this year. The1'e is evidence of 
some sincere effo1·t to secu1·e the non-parti an election of 
these deleg·ates who were to assemble in October.88 The 
I oiva Ca1:;ital Reporter· declared that the \Vhig· who we1"e 
trying· to unite with the Democ1·ats in tl1i election we1--e 
not sincere. By the month of July each pa1·ty was nomi­
nating· its delegates and pe1·fecting· its campaig·n machinery. 

8.'S The Iowa Standard, Vol. IV, No. 9, February 29, 1844. 
86 Shambaugh 's Documen,tary H istory of I owa, Vol. I, p. 148. 
87 

Clayton, Clinton, Dubuque, Delaware, J ones, Linn, Scott, and Muscatine. 
88 

In Johnson County a joint meeting of Whigs and Democrats 1ssued a re­
port, signed by eleven men from each party, which said: '' It is our sincere de­
sire that at least the Delegates to the Convention be nominated and elected 
without party lines, for in what appertains to the Convention from first to 
last, all men should lay asicle every party or personal consideration.' '-loica 
Capital R eporter, ,ro1. III, No. 22, June 8, 1844. 

• 

' 



THE EARLY DE:\IOCRATIC PARTY OF IOWA 35 

After the candidates had been nominated they were sub­
jected to a political catechism or they expressed their 
views on the proposed Constitution. The te1m and elec­
tion of the Governor the se ion and the powers of the 
legislature, alarie , the judiciary, and bank we1 .. e a few 
of the ubjects that called f 01·th di cuss ion from the candi­
dates. The intended prohibition of banks wa seve1'ely 
condemned by the Whig jou1'nals. '' If elected they will 
unanimously advocate the inser·tion of a clause in the Con­
stitution forever prohibiting the citizens of the tate of 
Iowa from engaging in banking privileges. This is a st1b­
j ect that should be left just whe1--e the \Vhig candidates 
for delegacy propose leaving it that is to tlie good se1ise 
of tlie people of tli e fat e, and tl1i~ we fe1·vently maintain 
to be true republican principle.' ' 89 

Again the election r e ulted in a Democratic t1'ium1)h. 
Of the seventy-two delegate~ chosen the Wl1igs l1ad elected 
only twenty-one.90 The Democ1·ats we1'e elated over' tl1e 
election and declared that it ex1J1·es ed a full endor&ement 
of their policies and an emphatic 1'e1)udiation of Hen1 .. y 

lay and the tenets of his party.91 

When the Convention as embled on October'" 7, 1 4:4, it 
included many men of expe1 .. ience and ability. .i.t\mong the 
,Vhigs we1--e amuel H. iicC1'01 .. y, f1·om Johnson County, 
and Ralph P . Lowe, from Muscatine aunty, who later sat 
in the Governor's chair. Foremost of all, on the Demo­
cratic side, was ex-Governor Lt1cas, 1·i1)e in political ex1)e­
rience and next to the oldest man in the Con,rention. Other 
leading Democrats we1--e : Shepherd Leffler, the President 

89 The Davenport Gazette, , ,.. o1. III, :r o. 50, At1gust 1, 1844. 
90 Shambaugh 's History of the Constitutio1is of Iowa, p. 183. 
91 No Representatives or members of the Council were elected this year. Pend­

ing the outcome of the efforts to secure the admission of Iowa to Statehood the 
Legislative Assembly had postponed the election to April 7, 1845.-See Laws of 
1844, p. 2. 
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of the Convention; Stephen Hempstead, a ubsequent Gov­
ernor of the State; and ex-Delegate William W. Chapman.92 

The :first party division in the Convention appeared in 
the discu sions over the question of chartering bank . 
F1 .. om the 1,epo1·t of the ommittee on Inco1·po1,ationb a mi­
no1 .. it 1--epo1--t '' That no bank or banking· co1,1)oration of 
discount or circulation hall eve1-- be established in tl1i 
state ' was ig,ned and p1--e ented by 1ichael O'Brien and 

tephen Hempstead-both D moci·ats.93 On Octobe1, 19 
1fr. Hemp tead moved to st1~ike out of the 1~eport of tl1e 
Committee on orporations the section establi hing a bank 
with b1--anches and to in e1~t the minority 1--eport.94 

}.fr. Hemp tead wa Ol)l)Osed to all blanks upon principle 
and thoug·ht they oug·ht to have no existence in the State. 

11". Quinton denounced them as a set of swindling ma­
chines anc1 111--. Ripley believed that banks had always 
been a curse to the co1.1nt1·y and that they were unconstitu­
tional. i r r. Hall said that Banking was a spoiled child 
and l1ad been nu1·sed and petted 11ntil it had been cor1--upted. 
He conside1·ed the banking s stem to be useless in this 
country.95 These views give an outline of the crude con­
ception of financial institutions as expre sed by the more 
1,adical deleg·ates of the Democracy. 

The \Vhig·s argued that a on titutional prohibition 
wol11c1 tie up the hands of poste1~ity and maintained that 
tl1e c11artering restriction or prohibition of banks should 
1·atl1er be left to the votes of the people. 'rhe more con­
se1·vative Democrats, led by ex-Governor Lucas, held to 

92 
Shambaugh 's F ragments of tlie Debates of the Iowa Constitutional Conven-

tions of 1844 and 1846, Appendix, pp. 403-409. 
93 Journal of the Convention, of 1844, p. 30. 
94 J ournal of tlie Convention of 1844, pp. 89, 90. 
95 

Shambaugh 's Fragmerits of tlie Debates of the Iowa Constitutional Conven­
tfons of 1844 and 1846, pp. 68, 70, 72. 
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these views; and so Mr. Hempstead's amendment went 
down to defeat.9 6 

For several days the di cussions continued. Mr. Grant 
expressed the opinion that the Whigs de i1--ed to make the 
Constitution as odiou as po sible, o a to def eat it before . 
the people. The Mine1--s' Bank at Dubuque was held up a 
an example of :financial fraud and mjsmanagement by the 
more extreme Democrats. Mr. Hall, of Henry County in­
sisted that the people would find that '' a Bank of earth is 
the best Bank, and the best share, a Plough share.'' ~f1--. 
Hempstead's political economy convinced him that banks 
of disco11nt were vested with the privilege of living and 
fattening upon the distre ses and mi fortunes of their f el­
lowmen; they created no real capital in the col1ntry but 
lived upon the products of the f a1·me1·, the miner, and the 
laborer and they would drive the real money-the pecie­
from the co11ntry.97 The con ervative Democrats, howe,rer, 
maintained that the question was one of expediency; and, 
with the help of the Whig , the article on Incorpo1,ation 
as :finally adopted provided that no banking· cha1·ter could 
be granted by the Legislature unless the charter had been 
submitted to the voters and received a majo1--ity at a g·en­
eral election. 98 

In the national election, meanwhile, Polk and Dallas had 
defeated Clay and Frelinghuysen. Elated over their suc­
cess, the Democrats of Iowa Te1--1·ito1--y had a1)pointed a 
committee to arrange fo1-- a grand celeb1--ation at Iowa City. 
On December 2, 1844, the Democrats assembled; and in 
the evening the Capitol and all the offices and residences of 
the Democrats of the city were ill11minated. A grand torch 

90 Shambaugh 's Fragments of the Debates of the I owa Constitutional Conven­
tions of 1844 and 1846, p. 81. 

91 Shambaugh 's Fragments of the Debates of the I owa Constitutional Conven­
tions of 1844 and 1846, pp. 191, 198, 202. 

98 Constitution of 1844, Article IX, Section 3. 
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lig·ht proces ion wa fo1'med in f1 .. ont of the apitol, and 
p1.. ceded by flag and a band they ma1·ched through the 
st1 .. eets of the city. peeches we1·e delive1·ed and songs 
11ng· ove1 .. the election of Polk and Dallas, and where there 

had been gloom and di appointment in 1 40 the1·e was now 
encou1--agement and hope.09 

trenuou and n11merous political activities were to ma1--k 
the year 1 45. In April the vote on the onstitution of 
1 44 was to be taken and thi1--teen members of the ouncil 
and twenty-. ix Repre entative weI·e to be chosen. In 
A11g·ust a delegate to ongres had to be chosen, and a 
it proved another vote on the onstitution of 1844 was to 
be taken. 

Political comment and c1"iticism now aro e upon the Con­
stitution as it emanated from the Convention on o,rember 
1 1 44. Ag·ain the Whigs attacked th instr1Jment with 
objections which were voiced by Tlie I Otl'a Standard. The 

on titution mingled unwi ely the leg·islati,., , poi:>ular, and 
executive powe1· ; it would cau e a partisan selection of 
the office1 .. s ; the salarie were objectionable; there were too 
many office1·s · and the article on the Judiciary was defec­
tive.100 Their knowledge that they would not have a share 
in the State offices or in the representation at Washington 
was the parent of most of their objections and gave co]or 
to their arguments aga.inst its adoption. Their c1--ies of a 
pa1--tisan Constitution and inc1 .. eased taxation also mingled 
in their chorus of objections. 

The Democratic p1 .. ess wa con ciou of several minor 
defects in the instrument b11t g·enerally argued f 01.. its 
adoption. Said the Iowa Capital Reporter: ''To the im-

99 Iowa Capital Reporter, Vol. I, No. 45, December 14, 1844. 
100 Shambaugh 's Fragments of t lie Debates of the I owa Constitutional Conven­

tions of 1844 and 1846, pp. 208-210. 
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men e ma of me1·it which our proposed constitution pos-
esse , we have deemed little comment necessary.-It is 

recommended by it comprehensiveness and brevity; and 
those p1 .. ovi ion which we have considered as defective, 
may deceive ou1.. expectations, and answer in full, the 

• 

wi hes of the public.-If these are errors, they are easily 
amended, and the constitution as it is, is far better than a 
nece ity to exi t in colonial vassalage. With these views 
we a1·e dete1 .. mined to givTe it ou1.. decided sup1)ort, and 
wi h to ee it unanimou adoption by the people.'' 101 

Activity in the nomination and election of members of 
the Legislative As embly was rather overshadowed by the 
i sl1e of the Constitution. A favorable vote on the Con ti­
tution would mean that a new election f 01" member of the 
legi latu1'e would be held in ugust. This fact no doubt 
detracted f1 .. om the interest in the campaign and election. 
On l\Ia1 .. ch 4 1 45 the Democ1"at of 1fahaska County met 
and in conformity with other .. co untie pe1--f ected an 01--gan­
ization. The resolution oppo ed a Bank and a Prot(:,ctive 
Tariff, and f avo1 .. ed the annexation of Te:x:a and the occu­
pation of O1·egon by the United tates. Confidence was 
exp1 .. es ed in the :fidelity and capability of Polk and Dodge 
and the impo1 .. tance of a favorable vote on the Constitution 
was again emphasized.1 02 

An unexpected event now happened which swelled the 
ranks of the Whig opponents and gave them a new line of 
attack. Congress on 1farch 3, 1845, had passed '' An Act 
for the Admission of the States of Iowa and Florida into 
the Union. '' In this act ongress had rejected tl1e bo11nd­
aries prescribed by the Convention of 1844 and had sub­
stituted therefor the '' Nicollett Boundaries'' which greatly 

101 Shambaugh 's Fragments of the Debates of the Iowa Constitutional Conven­
tions of 1844 and 1846, p. 225. 

102 Iowa Capital Report er, Vol. IV, No. 9, April 5, 1845. 
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curtailed the northern and we tern boundaries of the pro­
posed State.103 

The news of this restriction by ong1 .. ess reached Iowa 
Ter1'itory quickly; and with it came a lette1' from Delegate 
Augu tu . Dodge add1· ed to hi con tituent . In thi 
communication he reviewed the hi tory of th measu1·e of 
March 3 and explained it provisions. He strongly urged 
the acceptance of the new boundari s, clo ing . tl1e letter 
with the emphatic declaration that ''whatever you1 .. deci-
ion on the fir t Monday in Ap1 .. il next may be we will not 

be abl hereafter under any circum tance , to obtain one 
squar·e 11iile 11iore for our new tat than i contained with­
in the bo1.1ndaries adopted by the act of ong·1'e s admitting 
Iowa into the Union.'' 104 

Democrats now became ala1·med and many joined with 
the Whigs in oppo ing the onstitution. Enoch W. East­
man Theodore . Parvin l1epherd L ffler who had been 
Pre ident of the onvention which had f 01·med the onsti­
tution Fred rick D. Mill , James W. Wood and other .. 
prominent Democ1·at canva ed the Te1'1'ito1·y in ... fa1 .. ch 
urg·ing· the people to reject the on tit11tion on acco11nt of 
the obj ctionable bounda1~ie lmpo ed by Cong·i--ess.105 

The people followed the advice of the e speake1's and at 
the election of April 7, the onstitution was 1 .. ejected by 
996 vote .106 In De Moine~ Louisa, and Dubuque countie 
the vote against it was especially t1·ong·. In the Ho11 e 
of Representativ the1 .. e were now nine \Vhig and even­
teen Democrats while in tl1e election to the Co11ncil only .. 
two , Thigs had escaped defeat. 

103 
Shambaugh 's Documentary H istory of Iowa, Vol. I pp. 125-128. 

104 
Shambaugh 's Fragments of the Debates of the Iowa Constitutlonal Conven,­

t ions of 1844 and 1846, pp. 231-235. 
105 Gue 's History of Iowa, Vol. I, p. 217. 
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A post-election examination of the vote on the Constitu­
tion resulted in the following verdict from a Democratic 
journal :-

The facility for communication throughout the Territory being 
very inadequate ~ great portion of our citizens were not in posses­
sion of the news [ of the Congressional boundaries] until within a 
few days of the time for taking the vote; and when they did get it, 
it was, in perhaps a majority of cases, imperfect, tortured and ex­
aggerated. They knew generally, that Congress had altered their 
boundaries, but we venture to a}T that a dozen different opinions 
were entertained with regard to the new boundaries prescribed .... 
Where the news was correctly received, the time was not sufficient 
for the people to reflect calmly upon the new aspect of affairs and 
properly digest the subject .... The Whig presses, despairing in 
their efforts to defeat the adoption of our admirable Constitution, 
by making its intrinsic merits the onl)T issue, seized with avidity 
upon the means which this state of things offered to them, and 
dexterously turned them to advantage in the accomplishment of 
their designs. Inflammatory appeals were made to the people to 
reject indignantly the conditions of Congress, which were stigma­
tized as unjust and tyrannical in the extreme .. .. In adclition to 
the above causes, one which has contributed in no small degree to 
the unexpected result in some ections, and thus jeoparded our 
Constitution, was a lack of energetic and concerted action on the 
part of its friends and advocates.101 

Prompted by such considerations the Legislative Assem­
bly on J11ne 10, 1845, passed over the veto of Governor 
Chambers '' An Act to submit to the people the d1 .. aft of a 
Constitution, formed by the late Convention.'' 108 This 
measure met a determined opposition from the Whigs of 
the House of Representatives which was expressed in a 
protest signed by nine Whigs and printed in the journal 
of that body.109 

101 Shambaugh 's Fragments of the Debates of t7ie Iowa Constitutional Conven• 
tions of 1844 and 1846, pp. 239-240. 

108 Shambaugh 's Documentary History of Iowa, Vol. I, p. 180. 
109 J ournal of the House of Representatives, Sevent1i L egislative Assembly, 

pp. 166-170. 

• 



42 row A JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS 

Shephe1--d Leffler, of Des ~1oines County, had championed 
the mea u1--e in the Co11ncil. At the Ap1--il election of 1844 
at which the people had decided in favor of a onvention, 
the vote could not be regarded in any other lig·ht than as a 
very clea1-- and unequivocal indjcation of public sentiment 
in favor of a State g·overnment. To 1·efer again to the 
people the que tion of a onvention or no onvention, as 
recommended by Governor hambers and the \·Vhigs gen­
erally would entail large and at the ame time 11nnecessary 
expense. '' Let the onstitution then go to the people'', he 
said in closing. '' If they are in favor of a tate g~overn­
ment, and satisfied with the provi ions of the constitution, 
give them an opportunity to adopt it. If they are not in 
favor of a tate Government, it will not be much trouble 
or expense to vote down the con titution. If adopted, let 
it go to ong~ress ag·ain next winter. Give them another 
fig·ht for the convention boundaries and if we cannot g·et 
them, then let 11s make the next best barg·ain that we 
can.' ,11 0 

On June 11, 1 45, the Democratic Territorial Convention 
met at Iowa ity and unanimously renominated Aug·ustus 
C. Dodge for Delegate to Congress. The resolutions ex­
pressed approval of the measures recommended in the first 
inaugural of P1 .. esident Polk. They were opposed to the 
United States Bank, and all banks of discount and deposit 
were regarded as dangerous to the liberties and blig·hting 
to the welfare of the people. They commended the action 
of the Legislative Assembly in the repeal of the Miners' 
Bank of Dubuque on May 1, 1845. The Protective Tariff 
was deno11nced; they approved of the admission of Texas 
as a State and regarded the title of the United States to 
the Oregon country as '' clear and unquestionable.'' 

The Convention further resolved '' That we heartily ap-

110 Shambaugh 's Fragments of the Debates of the Iowa Constitutional Conven­
tions of 1844 and 1846, p. 253. 
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prove of the cour e of our Delegate in Congre , a.nd r ec­
ommend him to the people of this Territory, as worthy of 
their support for re-election.'' They approved highly of 
the action of the Legi lative Assembly in re-submitting to 
the people in August the on titution framed in October, 
regarding it as '''thoroughly Democ1 .. atic and worthy of 
their confidence and support.'' 111 

Two days later, on June 13, 1845, the \Vhigs a sembled 
at the same place and chose Ralph P. Lowe to oppo e 
Dodge, who was censured for '' taking sides with Congress 
in the mutilation of our Territory'', and fo1' sacrificing the 
best interest of hi constituents to the desire to secure 
his own promotion.'' 112 

. During J1.1ne and July the Constitution again became the 
vital and engrossing subject in the press, on the political 
for11m, and at political gatherings. The \Vhigs pointed 
out and magnified its defects and prote ted against what 
they considered the dismemberment of the Territory. Dur­
ing the campaign 11:r. Dodge again issued a letter t9 his 
fellow-citizens in which he aid : '' If again sent to Wash­
ington as your Delegate I will go tl1ere to car1 .. y out your 
views, opinions, and wishes on this subject, as on all 
others. The popular feeling has been so clearly and em­
phatically expressed in relation to the curtailment of our 
bo11ndaries, as to leave none at a loss to know what it is; 
and did not my judgment, as it does, tell me that the 
boundaries called for by the constitution are those best 
calculated to make Iowa a prosperous State, the duty which 
a representative owes to those he represents would jmpel 
me, were I again called into your service, to devote all my 

1.11 The Davenport Gazette, Vol. IV, No. 45, July 3, 1 45. 
112 Iowa Territorial Gazette and Burlington Advertiser, Vol. VIII, No. 50, 

June 21, 1845. 
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time, talent and energies, towards carrying into effect the 
voice of tho e for whom I acted.'' 113 

1\1r. Lowe's attack on the ong1--essional reco1--d of Dodge 
on the boundary que tion d1 .. ew a l'eturn fire from the 
Democrats in these word : ''It i all important that a 
friend of the con titution should be sent to ongre with 
it. Mr. Lowe being .. opposed to the onstitution, and to 
admi sion under it, his election would be fatal to our be t 
intere t · it would al o be viewed as a condemnation of our 
Deleg·ate, General Dodge, for demanding in the name of 
one thou and freemen our convention bollDdaries.' ' 114 

But the famous on titution of 1 44 was destined to 
meet def eat once more. In the August election the people 
rejected it by a majority of 421 votes. The disappoint­
ment of the Democrats wa keen, and a jou1--nal wrote in 
tones not unmixed with bitter re entment in discu sing· 
the cau es of the defeat:-

First in the list, stand the pertinaceous and wilful mi represen­
tation of the Whjg pre relative to the boundaries .... The short 
turn talren by the .fede1 .. al politicians, in charging upon tl1e de1no­
cratic pres es, which have alluded in a pirit of candor', to the per­
tinaceous influence of their fraudulent and di-..;hone t course, a dis­
position to impeach the intelligence and integrity of the people, is 
but another proof of their abandoned reckle sness. The1 .. e can be 
no doubt but that the determined and untiring efforts of our op­
ponents to make the people '' believe a lie' '-to create the impre , 
sion that by adopting the Constitution now, the3'" '1i"oulcl accede to 
the bot1ndaries heretofore pre cribed by Congre -has been so far 
successful in the south and west, where the deepest intere t was felt 
in the bounclaries, as to create a division of at least th1 .. ee or four 
hundred against the constitution.115 

For the office of Deleg .. ate 14,193 votes were cast, of which 
113 

Shambaugh 's Fragments of the Debates of the Iowa Constitutional Conven­
tion,s of 1844 an,d 1846, p. 258. 
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1115 
Iowa Capital Reporter, Vol. IV, No. 29, August 27, 1845. 

• 



THE EARLY DEl\IOCRATIC PARTY OF IOWA 45 

Dodge l"eceived a majority of 831 over Lowe. When these 
figu1 .. es are compared with those for the election of Dele­
gate two years previous 4791 for Dodge and 3372 for 
Wallace it shows, after reckoning the increase of vote1--s 
in two years by immigration, that the Constitution ques-

• 

tion aro11sed the full voting strength of the Territory and 
that it caused great inroads to be made upon the Demo­
cratic ranks. 

Now, after five or six years of agitation, the Democrats 
realized tl1at the whole question of Statehood was still 
before them. But they were neither .. content nor discour-

. aged. ''"Te were not surprised'', a Democratic editor 
wrote a month after the election, '' to :find in that most 
,riolent and I"eckle of the Whig prints, the Sta1idard of 
last week, a decla1 .. ation in favor of remaining a ter1--ito1·y, 
based upon the mo t hort sighted, na1"row, penu1"ious, and 
deg1 .. ading arguments; and thi , not,vithstanding that dur­
ing the canva s, it ro11ndly denied our charge that the 
\Vhig· press and leaders were secret enemies of ad.mi sion 
into the Union. The true position of the Democracy­
that of the 11nif 01"m and consistent friends of State govern­
ment-which from the first they have occupied, should, and 
will, be maintained.' ' 116 

A change in the Governorship of the Territory now took 
l)lace. President Polk on ovember 18, 1845, removed 
Gove1 .. nor John hambers and appointed in his place James 
Clarke, a talented Democratic edito1 .. of Burlington, who 
had long been active in urging Statehood and who had been 
a member of the Constitutional Convention of 1844. In 
hi first annual message Governor Clarke deplored the 
clef eat of the Constitution, referring to the ''misrepresen­
tation and mystification'' that he believed had much to do 
in causing its rejection. He further assured the Legisla-

116 Shambaugh 's Fragments of the Debates of the Iowa Constitutional Conven­
tions of 1844 and 1846, p. 263. 
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tive A em.bly of hi hearty cooperation in any measure 
looking to the incorporation of Iowa a a State.117 

On January 17, 1 46, the Legi lative A embly passed 
'' An Act to provide for the el ction of del g·ate to a Con­
'\7ention to fo1--m a Con titution and a tate Gover11ment.'' 118 

Thirty-two deleg·ates w re to be elect d in April and we1"'e 
to meet at Iowa ity on lay 4 to frame a new Con titution. 

Realizing their inferiority in number , the \Vhig~s at 
once beg·an to plead for a non-parti an election of the dele­
g·ate . o caucu , no party, with no bias 01~ constraint but 
a ''People's onvention'' wa what they de ired. The 
editor of the I oiva Capital Repo1~ter·, howeve1~, wanted no 
'' amalg·amation delegates.'' He would meet the scheme 
of the Whigs by organizing in every to\vnship, county, and 
district and by nominating the be t men.119 

ounty conventions were held in ~fa1'"ch at which dele­
g·ates we1 .. e nominated amid choru es of 1 .. e olutions com­
mending President Polk and rejoicing at the exit of Tyler­
i m. In Jack on Countv the Democ1 .. ats had nominated .., 

William Hubbell for deleg·ate ·120 the Des ~Ioines County 
Democ1 .. at nominated hephe1 .. d Leffie1·, Enos P. Lowe, and 
John D. Wrig·ht· 121 in John on County the nomination was 
g·iven to Curtis Bates· 1 22 and in Jeff e1 .. on ounty, William 
G. Coop and Sulif and S. Ros wer·e cho en by the Demo­
crats.123 

A slig·ht eruption of abolition sentiment took place in 

u
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Shambaugh 's Messages and Proclamations of t7ie Governors of Io1.va, Vol. 

I, p. 319. 
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March in Johnson Co11nty. At a meeting nineteen votes 
were cast, and Asa Calkin was nominated for delegate to 
the Constitutional Convention which prompted a Demo­
cratic editor to remark that '' this move looks suspicious 
and as though t)lere was something rotten in Denmark.'' 
At the April election, of the 537 votes cast in Johnson 
Co11nty, Calkin received twenty-one.124 In the 1--etrospect 
of later party history in the State this event is interesting 
because it contained the germ of a movement which caused 
di integration of the Whig party and the def eat of the 
Democrats in 1854. 

The elections in April re ulted in the choice of twenty­
two Democrats and ten Whigs.125 Discussing· the I'esult 
a Democratic organ aid: '' But for the division wl1ich 
arose among our f 1~iends in some rounties, and the hum.­
bl1gs of which ou1 .. 01)ponents availed themselves, the \Vhig 
strength in the Convention would have been na1~rowed 
down to four or five, all told.' ' 126 

In the Convention the que tion of cha1 .. tering· banks again 
became the subject of acrimonious debate and extended dis­
cussion. But the u11erior numbers of the Democrats per­
mitted them to incorpo1 .. ate in the fundamental law the 
following drastic provision : ''No co1·porate body shall 
hereafter be created, renewed, or extended, with the privi­
lege of making, issuing, or putting in ci1 .. culation, any bill, 
check, ticket, certificate, promissory note, or other paper, 
or the pape1 .. of any bank, to circulate as money. The 
General Assembly of this State shall prohibit, by law, 
any person or pe1 .. sons, association, company or corpora­
tion, from exercising the privileges of banking, or creating 

124 Iowa Capital Reporter, Vol. V, Nos. 8, 10, April 1, 15, 1846. 
126 Shambaugh 's Frag1nents of the Debates of tlie Ioiva Constitutional Conven­

tions of 1844 and 1846, Append.ix, pp. 414-415. 
126 Iowa Capital Reporter, Vol. V, No. 29, April 29, 1846. 
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paper to ci1 .. culate a money. '' 127 They were careful to 
fo1 .. estall many of the objectionable features which had 
b1 .. oug·ht def eat upon former Constitutions. 

For the third time a campaign was to be waged over a 
State onstitution. The Whigs once more raised the cry 
of a party onstitution, but directed the main f 01 .. ce of 
their arg11ments again t th radical section which prohib­
ited banking institutions. '' The effect of the article on 
Inco1 .. porations' ', they declai-·ed, '' will be to make Iowa the 
pl11nder g1~ou1zd of all the Bank in the Union.'' 128 It 
would delug·e Iowa with worthle s bank notes, scrip, and 
shin-plaste1 .. s from the neighboring Commonwealths. 

The Democrats, however, replied to these arg11ments in 
emphatic statement of fact. ''The members of the Con­
vention were doitbly instructed to provide this prohibitory 
clause against banks-fir t, by the rejection of the instru­
ment which did not prohibit them-and secondly, by the 
mo t unequivocal expres ions of the people at their pri­
mary assemblies and through the ballot box. 

'' Eve1"'y democratic convention for the nomination of 
Delegates, adopted resolutions for their instruction de­
no11ncing banks a intolerable nuisances, and the greatest of 
public evils; and by most of them it was distinctly declared 
that they ought to be prohibited. Among the conventions 
that were held in the territory, we have yet to learn of the 
first one, Whig or Democratic, which has openly declared 
in favor of banks. If there has been such expression, f rom 
any quarter, it has escaped our notice. '' 129 

"
1 Constitution of 1846, Article IX, Section 1. 

128 The letter of William Penn Clarke to the electors of Johnson County is a 
masterly presentation of the Wbig arguments against the Constitution of 1846 
and is an invaluable historical legacy to the political and constitutional history 
of Iowa.-Printed in Shambaugh 's Fragments of the Debates of the Iowa Con­
stitutional Conventions of 1844 and 1846, pp. 347-365. 

w Shambaugh 's Fragments of the Debates of the Iowa Constitutional Conven­
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Until August 3, 1 46, the debate on the Constitution 
continued unabated. The retu1 .. ns from the twenty-eight 
co11nties howed that the people had adopted the Constitu­
tion by a majority of 456 votes.130 A total of 18,528 votes 
had been cast ,at the election, and the onstitution had re­
ceived a majority in seventeen out of the twenty-eight 
co11nties.131 It was with a degree of satisfaction that Gov­
ernor Clarke is ued a proclamation on September 9, 1846, 
declaring the acceptance of the Con titution and calling 
for an election on October 26 for tate officer , two Rep­
resentative in Cong1 .. ess, and members of the General .J.. s­
sembly.132 

Again the machiner'y of the parties,-co1:nmi..ttees, cau­
cuses, and convention .... -was put into motion, grinding out 
thei1' p1 .. oducts in the form of delegates, platfo1 .. ms, and 
nominations. The first Democratic State onvention 
a sembled in Iowa City on September 24, 1846. Flushed 
,vith thei1 .. recent victory they made the following nomina­
tions : for Governor, Ansel Briggs, of Jackson Co1.1nty; for 
Secreta1 .. y of State, Elisha Cutler, Jr., of Van Buren 
County; for Auditor, J. T . Fales, of Linn Co11nty; and for 
T1 .. easurer Morgan Reno, of Johnson Co11nty. 

A set of nine ringing resolutions was adopted, and in 
them can be discerned an 1.1ndertone of pride over the emer­
gence of the Territo1'y to be the peer of the olde1 .. Stateso 
:N"o platform of State policy is present, but banking insti­
tutions once mo1 .. e receive Democratic condemnation. The 
resolutions reflect also a new feeling of interest and active 
participation in the leading national issues. The text of 

180 Shambaugh 's Documentary History of Iowa, Vol. I, p. 213. 
131 Complete returns of the election were not received from the counties of 

Delaware and Buchanan. 
182 Shambaugh 's Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. 

I, p. 358. 
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the re olutions as adopted by the Convention 133 reads a 
follows :-

1. Resolved, That the conduct of James K. Polk, ince he has 
been President of the nited tates, and particularl:5-r during the 
last session of Congress, ha been that of an unwavering and un­
flinching Democrat. That )roung hickory ha proved himself to be 
a true scion of old hickory; and we tender to him and to his coad­
jutors in the executive department the gratitt1de of the people of 
the ta te of Iowa. 

2. Resolved, That the recent ession of Congress has been one 
of the greatest importance to the people of these United tate , 
since the time of l\Ir. J efferson and we confidently r egard the acts 
passed by it, particularly the pas age of the Independent Treasury 
Bill, the settlement of the Oregon Que tion ( though the people of 
Iowa would have preferred 54, 40), and the repeal of the odious 
tariff act of 1 42, as de tined to advance the welfare, promote the 
interest, and add to the peace and harmon3T, not onl:r· of our people, 
but of the civilized world. 

3. Resolved, That the repeal of the unjust, 11nequal, and f1,audu­
lent tariff act of 1 42, at the recent session of Congress, deser,re 
the highest prai e from the people of Iowa, and entitles tho e mem­
bers of Cong1·es who voted for it, to the la ting gratitude of all 
good citizens. That by it minimum and specific duties-by it 11ne­
qual and unjust protection of the capitalists and moneJ"ed insti­
tutions, and by its casting the burden of taxation on the laboring 
masses, and exempting the upper ten thousand, it was absolt1tely 
a federal tariff, based on the doctrine of tl1e g1,eat God-like 
Belshazzar· of 1\fas ach usetts, viz: '' Let the go·v·ernment take care 
of the rich, and the rich take care of the poo1"'. '' That the con­
duct of the Vice-President of the United States, upon that great 
question of the age, entitle him to the hig·hest place in the confi­
dence of the Democracy of the United States. 

4. Resolved, That all mode of raising revenue for the support 
of the government, are taxes upon the capital. labor and industry 
of the country; and that it is the dut}r of a good go,·e1"'nment to 
impose its taxes in such a manner as to bear eql1ally on all classes 

133 
The proceedings of this Convention are to be found in Fairall 's Manual 

of Iowa Politics, pp. 17, 18. 
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of societJr; and that any government, which, in levying duties for 
raising revenue, impres es burdens on any one class of society, to 
build up others, though republican in form, is tyrannical in deed, 
ceases to be a ju t government, and is unworthy of the confidence 
or upport of a free people. 

5. Resolved, That the separation of the public moneys from the 
banking institutions of the country, in the passage of the Independ­
ent Treasury Bill, meets the approbation of this convention, and 
the recent vote of the people of this State, adopting the con titu­
tion, is a deci ive indication of public sentiment against all banking 
institutions of whatever name, nature or description. 

6. Resol1,1ed, That the l"epeated unju t aggres ion of the l\Iexican 
people and l\Iexican government, have long since called for redress, 
and the spirit which has discouraged, opposes and denounces the 
war which our government is no,v carr~Ting on again t l\fexico, is 
the same spirit which opposed the formation of a Republican gov­
ernment, oppo ed J effer on, and clenounced the last ,,~ar ,vith Great 
Britain, and now, as they did then, from a fede1 .. al fo11ntain. 

7. Resolved, That General Taylor' and our little army have won 
for themselves the everlasting gratitude of the cot1nt1'y, for ,vhich 
they will never, like Scott, be expo ed to a sl1ot in their rear from 
Washington, or any othe1" part of the countr~~. 

. Resol·ved, That we r epudiate the idea of pa1--t)~ without prin­
ciples; that Democrac)T has certain fixed and l1nalte1--able principles, 
among which are equal rig·hts and equal protection to all. unlimited 
rights of suffrage to e·~tery f1 .. eeman, no p1"opert:)" qualifications or 
religious tests, sovereignty of the people, subjection of the Legis­
lature to the will of the people; obedience to the incstructions of 
constituents or I'esignation; and rest1·iction of all exclusive privi­
leges to corporations to a le, .. el '1"ith individl1al rights. 

9. Resolved, That, hencefo1 .. th, as a political part)T, "re a1 .. e de­
termined to know nothing but Democracy; and that ,ve will sup­
port men only for their principles. Ou1· n1otto will be, less legisla­
tion, few la,vs, strict obedience, short sessions, light taxes, and no 
State debt. 

A brief and spirited campaign followed resulting on 
October 26, 1 46 in the election of Democratic State offi­
cers and the choice of two Democ1~atic Re1)1~esentative in 
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Cong·res . On December 3, 1846, An el Brigg was formally 
ina11g·urated a Governor; and in his first message he con­
g1 .. a tl1lated the General Assembly at the transition of Iowa 
from a '' dependent Territory to an independent and sov­
ereig·n ta te.'' 

In this histo1·y of the Democratic pa1 .. ty we see the int1 .. o­
duction and the development of party machinery. The in­
stinct and ideas of politics were in the pioneer , who had 
been chooled in political thought and methods in the older 
States of Ohio, ew Y 01 .. k ~fa . achusetts Vi1 .. ginia, Ken­
tucl{y and Tenne see. In Iowa T rritory, therefore, we 
:find, prio1 .. to the 01--ganization of the parties caucuses and 
conventions, committ es and delegat . Later politics pro­
duce the c nt1 .. al and the county committees, campaig·n clubs, 
committee. of vig·ilance and election, announcements of 
candidates in the pre , ca1,toons b1,.oadsides and proclama­
tions. On the stump are seen the picturesque elements of 
01·atory and debate; while the emotional demonstrations 
appear in pa1--ades and p1--ocessions. In brief there we1 .. e 
present before the clo e of the Te1 .. ritorial pe1"iod all the 
main features of Ol11-- hig·hly developed present day election 
machine1 .. y and methods. 

National issues we1 .. e ever present in the political histo1 .. y 
of the Territory. The policies of Jackson and Benton 
were contrasted with those of Webster and Clay. The 
.r ational Bank and the policies in regard to ·public lands 
were widely discussed and left thei1' impress upon the 
late1 .. history of the State. The Democrats opposed the 
Protective Tariff and demanded a just equalization of pub­
lic improvements and an economical policy in public expend­
iture . The alliterative slogan of '':fifty-four forty or 
figl1t'' became their watchword in the discussion of the 
Oreg·on question; they justified President Polk and the 
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1\Iexican War; and they applauded the exploits of General 
Taylor beyond the Rio G1·ande. 

The supremacy of the Democratic party in Iowa Terri­
tory during the greater l)art of ten years from 1836 to 1846 
bestows upon it the 1)1·aises and the blame f 01· its accom­
plishments. Everywl1e1·e can be seen the t1~ansplanting of 
political forces and c1·eeds from other~ tates, which, in the 
crucible of pioneer conditions became fused into new 
political activitie . The influence of And1--ew Jackson wa 
constant and powerful upon the spirit and organization of 
the party and in the blighting effects of the spoils sy tern. 
The incessant condemnation of H enry lay by the Demo­
crats of Iowa Territory was but the echo of Jackson's 
enmity and hatred of his old time political foe; and the 
personal abuse and vilification in cam1)aigns 1·ep1·esents a 
true mirror of the pa1·ty hi to1·y of this 1)e1·iocl. 

The Constitution of 1 46 with its merits and defects 
represents a t1·ue contempora1--y product of the Democ1·atic 
party-•defects which demanded its 1 .. evision a decade later, 
and merits which remain to-day as a part of the funda­
mental law of the Commonwealth. ''Asa citizen of Iowa'', 
said Augustus C. Dodge, in speaking of the Constitution of 
1844, ''I felt proud of the many encomiums I heard passed 
upon the constitution during the past winte1· at Washing­
ton, by many of the most distinguished men in the count1--y. '' 
It will ever be to the c1--edit of tl1e Democ1--atic pa1·ty of 
the Territory that the local pride and patriotism of a la1~ge 
number of its members prom1Jted them to join with the 
\Vhigs in April, 1845, in def eating the Constitution of 1844 
and thus preventing territorial dismemberment by the Con­
gressional boundaries. 

The history of the Democratic party is honored by the 
names of its leaders during this decade of the Territory. 
Lucas, Dodge, Clarke, Chapman, Cox, Leffler, and Williams 
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a1--e the namei of men wl1ose tal nts and energie helped to 
vitalize Te1 .. ritorial leg~islation and administration. And 
:finally, the faith of the party and its devotion to the people 
i l'"eflected in its effo1 .. ts and perseverance, amid the stormy 
oppo ition of the \Vhig in the Legislative ssembly, con­
vention and campaigns to mini ter to the public will and 
welfare and to pilot the young~ Territo1--y over the 1.1n­

cha1--ted ways to tatehood. 
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