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J DI IAL DI TRICTI G I row A 

1"h purpo e of thi pa per i to outlin bri fly the hi tory 

of judicial di tricting in Iowa, and to indicate by map the 

territory included in the ~ ,·eral di trict which w re e tab­

li lied from time t time. Th hi tory of Io"~n readily £all 
into thre main divi ion ; (1) th Te1·ritorial pe1'iod; (2) 
th p riod of the fir t on titution; (3) th J)eriod of the 

pre nt Con titution. And o the hi t ry of judicial di -

tricting ,vill b treated in th ord r of th e di v·i~ ior1 . 

I 

THE TERRI"fORIAL PERIOD 

Iowa ha an inte1'e ting T rritorial hi tory. By an act f 

ongr , approved J t1n 2 , 1 34, th Io~"a country wa 

attached to the Te1~·itory of Michigan. On pril 20, 1 36, 

it wa made a part of th original Te1Titory of \Vi con in; 

and two year later, on June 12, 1 3 , 1ong1·e pa d an 

act e tabli bing the 'f erritory of Iowa. After ight years 

of Territo11al exi tence, Iowa wa admitted to the nion a 
a tate on Decemb r 2 , 1 46. 

JUDICIAL ~rATl1 D RING TJIE MICllIG.A PERIOD 

There r ally wa no judicial di tricting of the Io,va coun­

try during the two y ar that it formed a part of th Ten'i• 

tory of 1ichigan. Ilowev r, on pt m ber 6, 1834, by an 

act of the Legi lati,Te Council the ten·itOI)Y lying we t of the 

1\1i si sippi and north of a line drawn due west £rom th 
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lower end of Rock I land to th l1is ou11. River was organ• 

ized into the County of Dubuqu . Th territory outh of 
thi line was organized a the County of D moine.1 

Moreover, ction three of thi act of the Legi lativ·e 

Council of the Territory of ~Iichigan provided that ' a 

county court hall be and h reby is establi bed in each of 

the said countie ; '' w bile ction ix declared that '' Proce , 
civil and criminal, i ued from the circuit court of the 

United tates for the county of Iowa, hall 1,in into all 

part of aid countie of Dubuque and Demoine, and shall 

be served by th heriff or other proper officer, within 

either of aid counties; writ of error hall lie :fi~om the cir• 

cuit court for the county of Iowa, to the county cou1i e tab­

lished by thi act, in th ame manner a they now i ue 

from the upreme court to the everal county and circuit. 
cou1t of the Te1Titory.' 2 

Thus it will be een that during the l\iiichigan period the 
Iowa country formed an area which was ubject to the juri -

diction of the Circuit Cou11i of the United tate for the 

County of Iowa. ( ee Map I.) 

JUDICIAL DISTRICTING DURI G THE ,v1 CONSIN PERIOD 

ection nine of the Organic Act e tabli bing the original 
T erritOI)7 of Wi con in made provi ion £01' di,Tiding the 

Territory into three judicial di trict . 3 Accordingly, among 

the first acts passed by the first Legi lative As embly wa 

one entitled '' An Act to e tablish the judicial di trict of 

1 This spelling 1s preferred to '' Des Moines" when reference is macle to the 
original county. 

2 Laws of the Tl:rritory of 1,fichigan, Vol. UI, p. 1320 

a Laws of the Territory of Wisconsin, 1836, p 8. 

.. 
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th 'f nitory of Wi con in, and for other purpo e . '' 1 By 
thi act the countie of Dubuqu and D s Moine were con-

tituted the econd judicial di t1ict and Judge David Irwin, 

of the upr me ourt of th Te1~i.tory, wa appointed dis­

trict judge. During tl1e Wi con in period, therefore, the 

Iowa country formed a di tinct and independent judicial 

di trict. ( e Map II.) 

THE PROCLA IATION 01'"' ECRETARY CO ,v A Y 

The act of ongre dividing the T erritory of Wi con in 

and e tabli hiug th Te1~i.tory 0£ I owa, pro,Tided that the 

n w Te11:itory hould b divided into three judicial di trict , 

and that each di trict hould ha 't a co1111i p1'e ided o,,.er by 
one 0£ the judge of the 'uprem Court. Furthermore, 

unle and until the legi lature hould pa ome act on the 

ubject, th Governor wa gi·,len the power to d fine the 

di t1ict anc1 a ign the judge . 2 

In accordanc ,,1ith thi provi ion, Wm. B. onway, ec­

reta1'y of the Te1·ritory (who had a urned the dutie of Act­

ing Go,Ternor prior to the arrival of Gove1·nor Robe1t Luca ), 

i ued, on July 25, 1 3 , a proclamation di\,..iding the Terri­

tory into three judicial di trict . 3 The fir t di t1'ict con i ted 

of the countie of layton, Dubuque Jack on, and edar , 

and wa al; signecl to Judge Thoma S. "\Vil on. The econd 

district wa compo ed of the cou11tie 0£ cott, lt1u quetine,4 

Loui a, laught r 5 and J ohn on, and the di trict court 

1 Laws of the Territory of Wisconsin, 1836, p 18. 
1 Laws of the Territory of 101.oa, 1838, pp. 31-40. 

• Shambaugh's Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. I , 
pp. 206-208. 

• The original spelling. 

' Name changed to " Washington ,, by act of January 25, 1839. 
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ther in \Va to be pre ided over by Judge Jo eph William 

The countie of Lee, Van Buren, Henry, and De Moine 

con tituted th third di trict, which wa as igned to Charle 

Ma on, Chief Ju tic of the uprem Court. ( ee Map III.) 
It will be ob erved by reference to the map, that in addi­

tion to the abo,re named countie the fir t judicial dist1ict 

included th countie 0£ Fayette, Delaware, Buchanan, Jone , 

Linn, nnd B nton, and that the econd judicial di trict in­

cluded th countie of Clinton and Keokuk. Thi £act is 
explained by an act of th Legi lative A em bly of the Ter­

ritory of "\'\1i con in, approved Dec mber 21, 1 37,1 by which 

the county of Fayett wa attached to the county of Clay­

ton, the countie of Delaware and Buchanan to the count)­

of Dubuque, the countie of Jone , Linn, and Benton to 
the county of Jack on, th county of li.nton to the county 

of cott, and the countie of J obn on and Keokuk to the 

count)1 of Ceda1·. But in the di tricting by ecretary Con­

,vay, John on C unt formed a part of the econd judicial 

di trict, while edar ounty ""a included in the fir t judi­

cial di trict. Therefore, although there i no po itive evi­

dence to that effect, it i pre urned that in onway' di -
tricting Keokuk County wa attached to J ohn on rather 

than to Cedar County and o wa included in the econd 
judicial di tri.ct. 

THE ACT OF 1839 

The fir t act 0£ the Legi lative A sembly o:f the Territory 
of Iowa relati,re to judicial districts wa one entitled, '' An 

Act fixing the terms 0£ the upreme and District Courts of 

1 Laius of the Terrii,ory of lf,.isconsin, 1837, pp. 132--138 . 

• 
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the T 1Titory of Iowa, and for othe1· purpo ·-,'' appro,T d 
January 21, 1 39.1 Thi act <li\Tided the Ter1itory into 
three judicial district a follows:-The fir t di trict wa 

compo ed of the countie of I-Ienry, Van Buren, Lee, an<l 
De Moine , and wa a ign d to hie£ Ju tice Charle :Ofa-
on. Th econd di trict wa con1po ed of the countie· of 

Loui a, Mu catine, eda1~ John on nn<l 'laughte1~,2 and wa 

a signed to Judge Jo eph William . The thii·d di trict wa 

compo ed of the countie 0£ Jack on, Dubuque, 'cott, and 
Clayton, and ,va a igned to Judge Thoma . Wilson. 

( ee Map 1,1.) 

"- ection four of thi act further provided that '' for judicial 
purpo e , th couuty of Linn3 i hereby attached to the coun­
ty of John on, the county of J one to the county of Cedar, 
and the county of linton to the county of "- cott.'' 

Following th act of 1 39 dividing the Territory into 
juclicial di trict ,vere nt1merou act defining the judicial 
tat11 of the variou counties a they we1·e e tabli bed or 

organized ll'Oru time to time. The fir t of the e act wa 
an act ntitlecl '' An act to divide the ounty of Henry, and 
establj h the ounty of J effer on,,, 4 approved J anuary 21, 

1 39. ection eight provided that J effer on County hould 
remain attached to H eru~y County £or judicial pu1~po e . 

1 Law3 of the Territory of Iowa, 1838, p. 128. 

~ ee note above 

a By an act of the Legislative Assembly, approved January 16, 1839, just six 
days before the districting act above mentioned, the county of Linn bad been 
made a part of the third judicial district. This is obviously a mistake since 
Linn County was separated by two fully organized counties from the third dis­
trict as j t then existed This error was, however, corrected; for by being at­
tached to Johnson, Liun County was included in the second judicial district. 

4 Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1838, p. 92. 

. -
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The next act, ntitled An Act to organize the county of 

J one., and e tabli h the eat of ju~tic thereof,'' 1 appro,red 

J anunry 24, 1 39, made J one ount}7 a part 0£ the third 
judicial di trict. Thu it will be e n that tbr e day after 

th appro,,.al of the di tricting act, the county of J ne wa 

tran f rred from th econd to the third judicial di trict. 

On T \"'"ember 30, 1 40, << .A.n ct to attach B nton oun­

t)r to Linn, for judicial and other purpo e '' 2 wa approv·ed, 

and on February 13, 1 43, ' · An Act to attach D elaware to 

Dubu<1ue county, for judicial purpo e .' 3 By the act 0£ Feb­

ruar)" 5, 1 44, Iowa ounty wa attached to J obn on ounty 
for judicial purpo .4 

On ] ebruarJr 14, 1 44, '1\.n Act to £orm a Fourth Judi­

cial Di trict '' 5 wa a ppr ved. Thi act provided, ' That i£ 
ongre hould pa a law gi·ant1ng to thi Territory an ad-

ditional judge or ju tice 0£ the upreme ou1i of aid Te1·­

ritory, the11 and in that ca e, the countie of J effer··on, Da,ri ... , 

vV ap 11 , Keokuk, and iaha ka, hall con titute the fourth 
judicial di :-.trict of tbi Territory.' It doe not appear 

however, that Congres pa sed any such law; and con e­

quentl)1 no £ou1ih judicial di trict wa e tabli bed during the 
'f erritorial pe11.od. 

The following table will indicate the remaining countie 
,y·hich were organized during the Territorial period, togethe1~ 

,vith the date 0£ organization and the judicial di trict to 
which each b longed:-

1 Laios of the Territory of Iowa, 1838, p. 05. 
2 Laws of tke Territory of Iowa, 1840, p. 4. 
3 Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1842. p 54. 

• Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1843, p. 3. 

'Laws of the Territorv of I owa, 1843, p. 62. 

• 
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COUNTY DATE OF OBG .ANIZATION 

.. Keokuk 1 F b1~ary 5 1 44 
ltiaha ka 2 F bruary 5, 1 44 
D lawar 3 February 1 44 
Wap llo4 F b111ary 13, l 44 
Da\ri 5 F bruary 15, 1 44 
Madi on6 F bruary 15 1 44 
Iowa7 June 10 1 45 
11arion Jun 10 1 45 
Ki hkeko h 9 June 11 1 4S 
Appanoo 10 January 13 1 46 
Benton 11 January 17, 1 
J a per 12 January 17, 1 
P olk13 January 17, 1 

1 Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1843, p. 85 
1 Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1843, p. 6. 
3 Laws of the Territory of I oioa, 1843, p. 105. 

• Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1843, p 114 
6 Latos of the Territory of Iowa, 1843, p. 137 
4 Laws of the Territory of I otJJa, 1843, p. 142 . 

46 
46 
46 

J UDICIA L DI8TBICT 

ec nd 

econd 

Third 
Fir t 

Fir" t 
lfi.1· t 

' cond 

cond 

J:i"'ir t 
ir t 

rfhird 
,.econd 

cond 

., Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1845 (ex tra session), p 85 This act contains 
the prov1 ion that "the said county shall constitute the econcl Judicial D1str1ct 
of this T erritory." But by an act, of December 10, 1845, this clause was amend­
ed to read 14 The said count,y of Iowa shall constitute a part of the second Judi­
cial District. "-Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1846, p . 107. 

8 Laioa of the Territory of I ou,a, 1845 ( extra se.<..sion ), p . 98 
9 Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1845 (extra session) , p 103. ame changed to 

"1!onroe" by act of Janua1y 19, 1846. 

10 Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1845, p 515. 

1 1 Laws of the Territory of Iowa , 1846, p 86 The uno1ganized counties of Ta­
ma and Black Ha,vk were attached to Benton for Judicial purposes 

1 2 Laws of the Territory of l otoa, 1845, p 92. 

1 a Laws of the Ter-ritory of Iowa, 1846, p 92. 

• 



• 466 IOWA JOURNAL OF 111 ~roRY A D POLITIC8 

II 
THE PERIOD OF THE FIR 1, ON TITUTIO ... ~ 

Th first on titution 0£ the ,tate of I o,,Ta contain~ the 

following pro\Ti ion in ection one of article ix~ "·bich treat 

of the Judicial D partn1ent:1 ' The judicial po,ver hall be 
, .. e ted in a upreme ourt, Di trict ourt , ancl ucb infe-

1--ior court a the General A embl)r may from time to time 

tablish. And the la t clau e in ection £our of the ame 

article 1~ead : '' The fir t e ion of the General A embly 

hall di,ride the tate into four di trict , which may be in­

crea ed a the exigencie require. ' 

'fIIE ACT OF 1847 

In accordance with the constitutional provi ion above 

noted, the General A embly at it fir t e ion pa ed '' An 
Act to di,ride the tate of Iowa into Judicial Di trict , ' 

which wa approved Februa1;7 4, 1 47. 2 The four di trict 

were con tituted a follow ( ee Map V):-
'' FrR 'T Drs1·RroT-The countie of Lee, De Moines, Lou­

i a, "\Va hington and H enry. 

'' ECOND Dr TRICT-~Iu catine, cott, Cedar, Clinton, 
Jack on, Jon , Dubuque, Delaware and Clayton, and the 

countie no1iih and we t of D elaware and Clayton shall be 

attached to the county of Clayton £or judicial purpo es. 

'' T1rIRD DISTRICT-Van Buren, J effer on, Davi , W apel­
lo, Keokuk, Maha ka, Marion, Monroe, Appanoo e, and 
the countie we t 0£ the countie 0£ l\tlarion, Moil·oe and 

Appanoose. 

'' FooRTH DrsTRICT-J ohnson, Linn, Benton, Iowa, Po"r. 

t Laws of Iowa, 1846, p . 11 

• Laws of Iowa, 1846, p . 39. 

• 

• 

• 
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e hiek, J a per, Polk, Dalla , Tama, Mar hall, 'tory, Boone, 

and the counti . we. t. ' 

TIIE ACT OF 1849 

On January 12 1 49 '' An A ct to er ate a fifth Judicial 

Di trict ' wa approvec1.1 The ne\v di trict tbu. formed 

wa compo d of the countie of Appanoo e, ,vayne Deca• 

tur, Ringgold, Taylor, Page, F1·emont, 1Ionro , Luca , 

larke, Marion ,v arr n, lladi on, J a ~per, Polk, Dalla , 

Mar· ball, .,to17, and Boon . 1'Ioreover ection th1·ee 0£ 
thi act provid d that ''The county of \Va hington is he1·e• 

by added to, ancl made pa1t of, the fourth Judicial Di . 

trict. ' 2 ( e Map , r1.) 
Th a t 0£ 1 49 con tituted in reality a new di t11.cting, 

ince . everal countie ,vere taken n·om both the thh·d and 

fou1th dist11.ct to form the fifth di trict, and "'\Va hington 

County wa tran £erred fi·om the fir t to the £ot11th distJ.1.ct. 

In fact the boundarie 0£ all the £orme1· district , except the 

econd, w re con iderably altered a a compa11 on 0£ Map 
V and VI will indicate. 

TJIE A T OF 1851 

" An Act to create the i th Judicial Di trict was ap­

proved February 4, 1851.8 The countie of Ringgold, Tay­

lor , Page, Fremont, l\1ill , Montgome1·y, Adam , Union, 

Adai1·, Ca , Pottawattamie, Han·i on, helby, Audubon, 

Ca1Toll, Cra1'rford, Monona, 1'Tahkaw,4 Ida, ac, Buena Vi • 

1 Laws of I owa, 1848, p. 71. 
2 It will be noted that Washington County had previously formed a part of the 

first judicial district . 
8 Laws of Iowa, 1850, p 74. 
4 Name changed to "Woodbury·· by an act of January 12, 1853.-Latos of 

I owa, 1862, p 28 
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ta, h erok ee, Pl)Tmouth, , ioux, 0 Brien, Clay, Dickin on, 

0 ceola, and Buncombe1 composed the ixth di trict thu 

er ated. 

By an act of F bruary 5 2 of the ame year the countie of 

Guthrie, Greene, F ox,3 l "' ell,4 Ri ley,4 Hardin, Wright, Hum­

boldt, P ocah onta , Palo Ito, K o uth, Hancock, ,Vinneba­

go, B ancroft, and Emmet were made a part of the fifth judi­

cial di trict. By another act,5 appro, .. ed on the same day, 

the countie of Black I-Iawk, Bremer , Butler, and Grundy 

wer attached to Buchanan ounty, thu becoming a part 

of the econd judicial cli t1~ict. ( , ee Map "'\111.) 
r early all the countie concerned in thi. di tricting had 

be n £ormecl ince the di tricting of 1 4:9 and hence ther 

,vtt v ry little alteration in the bounc1a1·ie of the di trict 

pI·evi.ou ly e tabli lied. 

TIIE CT OF 1853 

The act of 1 53 wa '' An A ct fixing the boundaries of 

t he everal J uclicial Di trict , ancl the time of holding court 

therein,' 6 anc1 con tituted an entirely new di t1~cting. By 

it proy·i ion th ~ tate ,va divided into nine judicial dis­

t1~ct a folio'\\,,. :-

First D istl'ict-Lee, D e 1\Ioine , L oui a and Hem·y. 

1 Na1ne changed to "Lyon,, by an act of September 11, 1862.-Laws of Iowa, 
1862 (extra session), p 22 

t Laws of Iowa, 1850, p. 168. 
• Name changed to "Calhoun" by an act of January 12, 1863 -Laws of I owa, 

1852, p . 28 
4 By an act of J anuary 12, 1853, the name " Risley ' ' was changed to " Web­

ster,,, By an act of January 22
1 

the same year, the county of W ebster was made 
to include both the counties of Yell and Risley.-Laws of I owa, 1862, pp. 28, 87 

6 Laws of Iowa, 18501 p . 227 . 
8 Laws of Iowa, 1862, p 74. 

• 

• 

• 
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econ(l Di t1>ict Dubuque, Delav{are, la)Tton, Alla111a 

kee, ,vino hi k, Fayette, Buchanan Black H awk, Bremer, 

Chicl{a aw, and H oward. 

Thil·(l Di,sttict-Van Buren Da,·i J effer on, \\T apello, 

l1aha ka, and l{eokuk . 

.F1
01l1·tli Dist1'ict-v a hington, J ()hn "'on, Linn Benton, 

Tama, Po,ve hiek, and I owa. 

F{fth Di trict-Marion, J a per ~Iar"hall Ilardin, Grun­

dy, Butler, Floyd, l\Iitchell W ort h , ~erro Gordo, Franklin, 

Polk ~'tory, \V b ter,1 \\
7 ri aht, H ancock, \Vinnebago, Dal• 

la , Boon , Yell,2 I-Iumboldt,3 Ko i..Jl1th 3 Bancroft 3 Greene 

alhoun, Pocahonta , Palo Alto ancl Emmet. 

J. 'ixtli D istrict-Fremont, Page Ta)rlor Ringgold, Union, 

dam , l\Iontgom ry, a , Adan", Audubon and J"Utbrie. 

e21enth Di t,·ict-lvlill , P ottawatta1nie, flarri on, .., h 1-
by, Monona, ra,vford, Car'l"oll, "\Voodbu17, Ida "ac, Ply­

mouth, herok , Buena Vi ta, ioux O Brien, lay Dick­

in on, 0 ceola, and Buncombe. 

Eigl1tli Di trict--1\Iu catine1 cott, Cedar J one., Clinton, 

and Jack on. 

J.\ rintli Di tl'ict-Monroe, Appanoo e, Wayne Decatur, 
Luca , Clarke, ,,r a1·ren, and l\facli on. ( ee Map VIII.) 

1 On the map W ebster County is made to include both the former countie. of 
Risley and Yell, in accordance"'' th the act already noted, which '\\'as approved 
on .January 22, 1853, the same day on which the above districting act wa..(; ap­
proved. Webster County as here given was divided on December 22, 1850, and 
the present counties of Webster and IIamilton were formed.-Laws of I ouJa, 
1856, p 11. 

2 ~ ee note 1. 
8 By the a.ct of January 24, 1855, IIumboltlt, JCossulh , and Bancroft counties 

were all united to fonn Kossuth County However, on January 28, 1857, l\.OS­
suth County ,vas again clivideu, the lo,ver portion forming the present county of 
Ilumbolclt 
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'filE ACTS OF J 855 

1'\VO act regarding judicial di tricting wer pa d by 

the General A embly during the e ion beginning Decem 

ber 4, 1 54. The fir t 0£ th e was approved January 24, 

1 55, and ,va entitled '' n Act fixing the boundarie""' of 

the tenth Judicial Di trict of the 8tH.te of I owa, ancl the 

time of holding ou1t therein.'' 1 'fbe di trict thu e tab­

li h cl con i t d of the countie of layton, Allamakee 

\Vinn hi k, Fayette, hicka a,v, FloyJ, ~litchell, Howard, 

"\V orth, and rro Gordo. 'ix of the e counties had for­

m 1·ly belonged to the econd judicial di trict and the other 

four hi1d been inclucled in the fifth judicial di trict. ( ee 

Ma1) IX.) 
Tl1e other act ,va '' n ct to alter the bounda11.e of the 

~., econ<l Judicial Di trjct, and to fix the time of holding the 

ourt therein.' 2 ection on provided '' that the countie. 

of Dubuc1ue, Delaware, Buchana11, Black I-Iawk and Bremer, 
hall 011 titute the ~ econd J u(licial Di trict. ,, Thi act 

eem unnece ary ince th e fi v· countie were all that 

re1nained of the ec.:oncl ju licial <li trict after the tenth di -

t11ct ,v1:1 created, ~l i11dict1t("d a.bo,·e. 

1'IIE ACT~ F 1856 J.\. D 1857 

The la t Gene1·al .r\. '"' e1n bly u oder the fir t tate Con ti­

tution J)as ed ~l 11umber of acts relating to judicial di t1·ict­

ing. 'I~he fir t of tl1e ·e \\1 !l, '' A11 1\..ct to e tabli h the Ele\·­

enth J 11tlicial Di trict, a11d fixing the ti1ne of hol(1ing court -­

tberei11,' apprO\"ed Decen1l,er 10, 1,'5u.3 The aid di trict 

1 Laws of I oioa, 18.j4, p. 174. 
1 Laws o.f l o1va, 185 J, p. li8. 

s Laws of I owa, 1850, p 1. 
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wa 1nade up of the countie 0£ Powe hiek, ~!aha ka, J a })Cl', 

Inrion Polk, 1\7 a11·en, Dalla , and Madi on. 

The next act, approved December 1 , 1856, clefi11ed t l1e 

boundarie of tbe ev·enth judicial di t1ict a inclutling the 

countie--- of Pottawattami , a , Audubon, h elb)~, and 

Ilarri on. 1 ,ection one of an act of January 13, 1 57, con­

tained th pro, i ion that '' the countie of Union an.d Ring­

gold be and th )T are hereby added to and made a part of 

the inth J u<licial Di trict 0£ the "" tate of Iowa." 2 

On J a11ua1•)T 22, 1 57, ' An A ct creating the Fourteenth 

Ju licial Di trict, nnd fixing the time of holding coru1: there­

in ' 3 " ?~1 appro,yed. Th di trict thu formed ,,·a com­

po eel of the Ct)unties of ~.,cott, linton, and Jack on. Fi,ye 

<lay later, on January 22, 1 57, the tbn~eenth judicial di -

trict, made up of the countie of l\iia1' hall, tory, Hardin, 

Gru11d)7
, Butler F1·anklin I:--Iamilton, and Wright \Va e tab­

Ii hed. 4 

By an act £ January 29 1 57, Guthrie ount)1
, which 

had £or1nerly been included in the ixth judicial di t1·ict, 

,,ra attached to the fi£th judicial di. trict. 5 By another act 

approved the nme day ac ount)r wa al o attached to 

the fifth judicinl di trict. 6 

' An A ct to e ta.bli h the twelfth judicial di trict, and to 

fix tl1e time £or holding cou11 therein, ' 7 wa a1)pro,~ d Jan-

1 La1.us of Ioiua, 1850, p. 9. 

1! Laws of Iowa, J 85G, p. 27. 
8 Laws of I owa, 1856, p. 8G 
4 Laws of Iowa, 1856, p. 192. 
6 Laws of Iowa, 1856, p. 391. 
6 Laws of Iowa, 1850, p. 39G. 
7 Latus of Iowa, 1850, p. 440. 
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u,ll')" i~) 1 f>7. It pr ,·ided tht1t tl1e counti -', of l\io11011n, 

C1ru,rforc1, arroll, \-\-r odbt1r)·, Ida, ~ 1 t1c, I l}' I11outb 'her -

k , Bue11a \ 7 i tt1 "'ioux O Bri 11 la)" Dickin 011, 0 Ct'oltt 

and Bun om be houll1 ·onstitute the t,,, lfth ju li('ial di -
trict. It ,,,.ill b:) ob r,,.ed that u re i , n conflict lJPt,, een 

thi .. and he prececling act ir1 1·egard to ~-,ilc 1ol111 y. Bc)tl1 

net \\"ere appro\red on th a1ne 1,1)' n11cl th r i 110 e, i-
<le11 e to c.l tern1i11e ,, l1ich ,,rtt O'i,ren tl1 1 r fere11c .a. 

di er 1)aOC)' i indicated on the ru111) b)· iuclu<lino- ~.., ~tc 
t)7 in a broken line. ( 'e l\Il1p X.) 

III 

'I'h 
"ou11-

TIIE PERI D OF TllE PI{Ji: E.1. Trr (} .I.,. ,.rI'T' ,.l' IO - T 

The pre -- 11t on titution of tl1e ~ 'tat of To,,·a ,, n ratified 

on uo-u t 3 1 57 and ,,,. nt i11to eff ·t <)U :.>JJte111 b '.) r 3 of 

the . tt111e )"eitr. Article "\7 of t l1i (.,011 iitutio11 r "late· to 

th Judicial D epn.1t111 ent· t111cl . e<~ io11 t,Yo £ tl1i nrticl 
1·ea<l"' a folio""" :-

Tl1e tate hall be d1v1<le<l into l ven Jn<lic1al Di ·trict. ; and aft r 

the year Eighteen llun<lre<l aucl sixty the General A ~sembl)~ n1ay 1c­

orgauize tl1e Judicial D1~trict ' and increa. c or climi11i ·11 tl1e 11u111ber 

of Di~trict , or the number of J ndge of t lie ~ai<l ~ourt, ancl n1ay 

increase the 11umber of J uclge~ of the 'u1>ren1c 1011rt, l)ut ·11ch in­

crease or diminution hall not be more than 011e D1 t1 ict, or one 

Judge of either 1ot1rt, at any one . c · 10n; ancl 110 re-organ1zatio11 of 

the di trict , or diminution of tl1c number of Judge'i, sl1a.ll l1ave t11e 

effect of removing a J u<lge from office. • 1 uc11 re-o rganization of tl1c 

di trict ·, or any cJ1a11gc in the bou11<lar1es thereof, or incrca. e or 

diminutio11 of the number of J utlgcs, i,l1all tal<c place cry four 

year" thereafter, if nece "ary, a11d at r10 other time.1 

t Shawbaugh·s Constitution of the• taJ;e of Iowa, pocket edi t. ion, 1007, pp G0- 61 

• 
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The £ollo,ving nn1en<lm nt to the abo,,.e . ection ,v:1. · 1nn<l<~ 
in 1 4:-

A ME~n rE .. T 2. At a11y regular e sion of the ge11eral a se111 l,l y 

the tate ma.y be divided iuto the neces ·ary ju(licial <li tricts for di · 

trict court pl1rpo e , or tl1e aid di tricts may be reorganizecl and the 

number of the d1str1ct and the judge of saicl courts increased or 

dimini. bed; but no reorganization of the di~t\ ict s or dimin11tio11 of 

the judge.. hall have the eff~ct, of removing a J ndg from office. 1 

TII:r; A T. Olt 1858 

On F b111ary 10 1 5 ' 1\..u ·t t(> ·l1ang t,he bot1n<ln-
rie ~ 0£ the 13th J ucli ·inl Di trict , o a to i11clucle ,, ,b ·t r 

ount}· ' ,,,.,1 nr)l)l'O\'e(l.2 11cl b)1 the act of ~I11rcl1 16 

1 5 Bl1tl r 1ount)- ,, a. n1111e "eel to t.11 '.) te11tl1 jucli ·ial cli -
t11. ·t.3 

-'-'..,. either of tl1e e ·haugP: 110,, ,. r i-.; ir1cli ·atecl 11 

the map, ince, a vtill be ~ 11 tl1e ::t n ral 1\.~ · 1n hl)- lat ~r 

in thi, . an1e ·e-- io11 l)a "~e 1 a11 n<'t cli\·icli11,. th ~t<tt i11to 
ele\· 11 jucliei!1l cli~triet~. 

I11 aceor 1auc.:e lrith tl1 on titutio11:ll l)rovi ior1 itlJO\ 

nutecl the Ge11eral .L\. ,. 1nbly pa .. ,eel '' .1\.11 .L\.ct creat1r1g 1~1 ,-. 

e11 ,J u<.licial District aucl cl fir1i11g t l1eir bounclarie , '' 4 a 1>­
JJro,recl 1'iarcl1 2 , 1 3 \ rfl1e cli'"" tri ·t thu e"tt1bli~l1ecl 
,,,ere a follo" .-

Fi1· ·t D i ·t, ict-Le , r~r ury·, De~ ni{oiue , ancl Lolli. a. f> 

; yeCOil(l Di.·t,·ict- \7n,11 l3t1re11, Da\ri ' , vapello, ~fo11ro ' 

A])})a1100 e, I.Jt1cn, and 1\Ta1·n e. 

1 , hambangh's CoMtitutlon of the .. late of Iou,a, pocket edition, lfl07, pp. 101-
102. 

, Laws of lou,a, 18:58, p. 1!>. 
3 La11Js of Iowa, 1858, p. ion 
"Laws of 101.o<L, 1858, p. 180 
6 In the published Jaw Lucas c·ounty is included in the first district, instead of 

Louisa C'ounty; but. this is obv1ou.sly a mistake of t,he printer 



• 

1
1

l1i1·(l .Di. ·trict- lark , Decatur, U11io11, Ringgold, A<l­
am ', '1"a)rlor 1 1ontgon1er;T, Pag , Iill ' Fre1nont, 1>,>ttu,,rat-

. l l tam1e, ttnc tl •. 

Fo,, 1·tl1 IJistrit·t~IIa11.1. on ..._ helb)·, ionona, Cra,vford, 
,,r oocllJUl')", Itla, 8ac, Buenn \ 1 i ta, 'herokee, Pl}·tuouth, 

Ula)r, 0 Brien, t-;ioux Buncon1be, O --ceola, Dickin on, En1-
111et, l">,ilo lto, Pocahonta , alhoun Ir o ~. uth, and Hu1n­
bolclt. 

r,1.f'tl, Di ·trirt-- arroll, Audubon, Greene, Guthrie Adajr, 
M,1cli 011, Dullil~, 1"\T an·en, and Polk. 

;., i.rtl, Di.·tri('t-J a l)er, Iarion Powe hiek, faha "ka, 
I{eokuk ,,ra hington, and J effe1 on. 

) 

1eventli Di. ~t1·irt-~Iu ca tine, .._ cott, Clinton, and Jack ·1 on. 
Eightli Di.·trict-J oh11son Iowa Tama, Ber1ton Linn, 

1edar, and Jone . 

..1..\~i,ith J)j, trirt---Dt1buque, Dela,,,are, Buchanan, Black 
Halrk, ancl Grundy. 

Te11tli IJi trirt- la}1ton, Allamakee, FaJrette, Wiune­
hiek, I{oward, hicka a,v Breme1· Mitchell, FlO)'d and 

Butler. 

Eleue12tli JJi tr·ict-"'\V 01-th, en·o Gordo, Franklin, Har• 
din, lVIar ~hall, \ innebago, IIancock, 1'7right, Hamilton 
.._ 'tory, Boone, and 1,r eb te1·. ( ee l\1a p XI.) 

TI-IE ..ACT OF l 8S4 

By an act of January 21, 1864, a ounty wa detached 
from the third judicial cli trict and annexed to the fifth judi• 
cial di trict.2 011 March 28 1 64, An Act pro,,iding for 

1 In the act itself Taylor County is not mentioned, but fro1u its location it 
was undoubtedly included in the third district. 

2 Laws of Iowa, 1864, p 1. 

-
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the formation of th 'fwelfih ,J utliciul Di trict ,,,a a1 · 

J)l'0\1 ed.1 The aid di trict ,va , co1n1)O eel of tl1 ~ cot111tie of 

Mitch 11, Floyd, Bremer Butl 1·, ~erro Cxordo, "\Vortl1, ,,rir1-
nebago, and Hancock. 0£ the~e couutie , tl1e fir t four l1itd 
pr ,riou ly been i11cluded in th t uth nnd the la~t four in 

the el r·enth judicial di t1·ict. 'fl1t1 tl1e 011Jy, l1 t111g i11 the 

previou-.: di trict made clt1ri11g tl1i )"ear ,,rer i11 the tl1ir 1, 
fifth tenth, ancl ele,~euth li trict. (1.-,ee l\Ia1 XII.) 

THE AC'TS Ji' 1872 

On A IJril 1 , 1 72 t11er ,,·a fiJ)J)ro, .. ecl \ n .l\ ct ·r nt-
ing the rfhirtet-1nt}1 J udicia1 Di trict 1111d I 1·c>,·icling for tl1e 

Electio11 c)f Di ·trict and Circuit Jl1dge , i111cl ~l Di. triGt-... ttor­
ne)r therei.11, itucl hn11gi11g th I3oun<lt1ri of t}1p Tl1 ird: 

Fou1th, a11cl ifth J uclicial Di trict . ' 2 'fl1e tl1irteer1tl1 tl1~­

t1~ict a.. ta l)li -- lied bJ,. tl1i ... net ,,·u co1u J)0 eel t11 tl1(• co1111tie 

of Fr 1nont, ... :1ill., Pott,l,,atta1nie, a, , 1\uclulJ011, "' helby 

rawford an·oll, and ree11e. rr he other (li trict nfl'ected 
by thi tatute ~"ere cou :.titute l n. follo~"s :-

Tll i1·cl Dlstrict.-l\Io11tgo1n 1') Page, T:1)11or Ri11ga-ol<l, 
Decatur, larke, l T uion a11d .1\.cl11m . 

Fo,i1·tli 1)/ tl'ict-,V eb ter,3 all1ol111, uc, L}·c,11, () .. ceoln, 
!Iumbolclt, I{o ut b, Pocahont~1 ~, I alt1 1\lto, E1111net, Diek

4 

in on, la),., he1·okee, I la, ,,r oodbury, lviononrt llt1rri "'on, 
Buena , 1 

i ta, 0 Bri 11, .._ ' ioux, n11d J>lymot1tl1. 
1 Laws of I uwa, 1804, p. 111. 
2 La1os of Iowa, 1872 (General and J>ublic), p 07. 

a I t ,v1ll be observed that on the ~Iap XIII Web-,ter CounLy is inch1ded in the 
eleventh dist11ct. This 1s in accordance ,vitb nu act of April 23, 1872 (appro,ed 
tlve days after the districting act aboYe noted), section two of ,,b1ch reads: 
" Webster County is hereby returnec.l to ancl attached Lo the Eleventh Judicial 
District fo1 judicial purposes, and all act or p~rts of acts, incousistent herewith 
are hereby repealed ,,-Laws of Iowa, 1872, p Sr.i. 
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Ji'ifth .Dist1·ict--Polk ,v arren, Madi n, Adai1 , Guth1•j , 
t 

an{l Dalla . ( "ee [ap XIII.) 

'l~IIE ACT O~"' 1876 

The act of 1 7 6 wa appro,., d l!ar h , and wa ntitl d 

'' An Act Creating the Fou1ie nth Judicial Di t1-ict, and 
pro\"iding for th El ction of Di trict and ircuit Judge 
and a Di trict Attorney ther in, and hanging th Boun<1a­
ri of the Fourth Judi ial Di t1-ic.t. '' 1 1"h counti r 

alhoun, ac Ida, Bue11a Vi ta, Pocahonta , IIumboldt, 
Ko uth, Palo Alto lay, Di ·kin on and Emm t, con ti­

tuted th £ou1t enth jt1dicial di _ tri ·t. Th fourth di trict, 

~,.ith it._ altered boundari , ,va compo eel 0£ th ·ounti 

of Hani on 1 nona \Voodbu1·y, Ply1nouth heroke , 

0 Brien ioux Lyon, ancl O c ola. ( Map XI, .... ) 

TIIE A T OF 1880 

On April 10 1 6 an act dividing the Stat into eight­
een judicial di. t11ct wa appro,.,ecl. 2 Th am ndm nt 0£ 
1 b4 abov not a, mad it po ible ror the neral A lll­

bly to thoroughly 1·eorganize the jt1di ial di t 11ct . Pr \Ti­
ou to the am ndruent of 1 4 only on di t rict could be 

aclded dt111ng one e ion a11d all uch r organizations mu t 

be four year apart. Th di t rict ·tabli hed in 1 6 w re 
a follow :-

.Fi1·.<:t Di8t1·irt,---Lee and De 1'1oine, . 

eco,i<l Di ·trict-Lu a , Monroe "\Vapello J eff r on 

H nry, Davi Van Buren, and Appanoo . 

Thi,·<l Dist1·ict-Wayne, D ecatu1~, Clark , Union, Ring­
gold, Taylor, ancl Adam . 

1 Laws of Iowa, 1876, p 40 

t Laws of I owa, 188tl, l) . 161 
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JUDI IAL DI 1TRI TI G I IOWA 4 7 

F o11ttl1 Di trirt- herok e, O'Bri n O ceola, Lyon 

"ioux, Plymouth \'' oodbu1y, Han·i on and Monona. 

F~f't/1 Di trict-Dalla Guthrie Adair fadi on War­
ren and l\Iarion. 

>... "ixtli D istrict-J a per, P ow hi k Maha ka K eokuk, 
1r\T a~ hington and Loui~a. 

e1.1erltli D i. trict-llu catin ~ "cott, lint n and Jack on. 

E iglltli Di ·t,·ict-J ohn on and I owa . 

..1.\ ri1itli Dist,·ict-Polk. 

J.e12th D i trict-Dubuqu , D lav;,.ar Bu l1anan, Black 
H a"1k, and rundy. 

E lel1erith Di ·t1·ict-1Iar hall, ~ ' t ory, Boone \V b ter, 
I-Ian1ilton , IIar<lin Franklin, and "\Vright. 

T,L,e{f~li .Di8t1·ict-Brem r Butl r Fl yd, {itch u ,v rtb, 

e11·0 ordo, IIancock , and \Vinnebago. 

Tlti,·teentli .Di ·t,·irt- layton Allamakee, Fayett , \Vin­
ne hiek. I-Toward, and '(hicka aw. 

F ozirtee,ztli D ist,·ict-Buena Vi t:t, 'lay, Palo Alto Ko -

. uth, Emmet Dickin on Humboldt, ancl P ocu.honta . 

J-i'',:t'teenth D ist,~ict-Pot ta,vatt[1mi , a , ' helby Auclu­

bon, ~IontgomE--I'Y, ~Iill , P age, and Fr mont. 

J i.1.1tee1ltli D ist,·ict-lda ' ac, 1alboun, rawrord, Carroll, 
anll (-.-reene. 

J 
1ene,2teer1,t/1,, D ist,·ict-Tama and Benton. 

E igliteenth D -istl'ict-Linn J one., and edar. ( 'ee ! l ap 
XV.) 

TIIE AC'!' 014"' 1804 

.... t\.n aet creating the nineteenth judicial di trict wa ap­

proved l\,larch 2f>, 1 94.1 ~" ction one provided ' that the 

county 0£ Du l)uqu shall hereafter con tit11te the inete nth 
1 Laws of I owa, 1894, p 71. 
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Judicial di trict. ' 1 ection t,vo d fined th tenth judicial 

c1i ·trict a, being com po d c) f Delawar Black Hawk, and 

Grundy countie . Thi tion ,va amended by an act of 

April 24, 1 94, and Buchanan ounty, which had evid ntly 

been o, .. e1~looked, wa includ d in the t nth di trict.1 
( ee 

Map XVI.) 
TIIE A T,., 014' 1896 

By an act of April 20, 1 96, the twentieth judicial di -

trict corupo ed f th counti . of D 1.iloine , Henry, and 

Loui a wa created.2 1'he di trict the boundarie of which 

,vere altered by thi act, were a follow :-

First District-Lee. 
eco,icl Distru·t--Luca , 1vfonroe ,v apello, J effer on, Da-

vi , Van Buren, and A ppanoo e. 

1-. ixtli Dist,·ict-Ja per Powe hiek Maha ka K okuk 

and "\Va hington. 
The oth r act pa ed during the e ion 0£ 1 96 wa 

amendatory to the di tricting act of 1 86, and tran £erred 

Mar ball ounty from the ele\'·enth to the evente nth judi-

cial di trict. 8 ( ee Map XVII.) 

TllE .ACT OF 1900 

On April 4, 1900 the late t act £ the General As embly 

regarding judicial di t1·ict. wa pa ed. By thi act Harri• 

son County wa trans£e11:ed :from the fou1~h to the fifteenth 

di trict. 4 ( ee :iviap XVIII.) Thu at present the .,tate of 

Io,va i divided into twenty judi ial di tricts ranging in 

size from one to nine countie . 
D N ELBERT CLARK 

THE TATE H1sToRI CAL oc1ETY oi- Io,v A 

I o,vA CITY 

1 Laws of Iowa, 1894, p. 72. 
2 Laws of I owa, 189ti, p. 124. 

3 Laws of Iowa, 1896, p 126. 

• Laws of Iowa, 1900, p . 4. 


