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iilny of the li<1t1or la"~ "' of e:1rly Io,,ya ,,,ere i11heritec] fro111 
the Te11:itorie ,,ti thin "hieh the I o,,·n cc111utry ht1cl 1) ~ 11 i11-

cluclecl. F1·om 1 3 6 to 1 3 I o,,~a for111 Ll a })art of tl1 
origi11al Territor)t of ,,'r1scou i11 , 2 \,ybi ·h i11 tur11 (£rc)111 1 34 

to 1 86) had been includ cl in th rl'erritory of l\Iichig<111.:l 
In 1 ()5 th rr I'l·itory 0£ Michigan hacl L e11 car v cl out of 

the Olcl ~ orth,~·e t T rritory. Thu ·, in tr~l ·i11g th lic111c>r 
legi lation of a1·l y Io,v·a, th 1) ginni11g.' mu t b look d for 
in the ta tut of tl1e lcl 01tl1 ,v t. 

LA.,,.. Oif 1'IIE r .. o ORTII\V'E,,T 

111 all the la,v·s pa. ed by the Go·vernor ancl J 11dge fro111 
1787 to 1802 the ulJject of int m1)er11nce, or the ._ lling of 
intoxicating lic1uor·, i ' touch d upon but fiv· ti111 :, .4 A 

close a11aly i of tho e fi, e na tment loe. · not, how , e1·, 

incJicat that they w re in. pir d by any ~ t rong 1noral e11ti­

ment again. t the drinking of pi11tt1ou li(1uo1'. I t i ' true 

that no ta,· 1·n or inn•k ep r \,~a }) rmitt 1 without a lie n ·e 

to , ell li<1 uor xcept in c rtain c1t1antitie a11cl 11ncler ce1inin 
conclitio11 . But thi, cloe 11ot n ce :ari]y ru <111 that i11teru­
p raue v;?a. con icle1'e 1 au evil · for at tb,1t ti 1ue ,1 li ·e11s 

,va ' reqt1i1· cl befor tl tor :.i-1{ e1) r )0111] . ell any ._ ort <)f 

1 
Th is paper is confined lo the pe1 iod prior Lo Lhe establ 1sh1nent of tate gov-

ernu1ent in 1840. 
2 

bambaugh's Documentary Jlistory of Ioiua, Vol I , p. 78. 
3 bambaugh's Document.ary llistory 01· I ov.1ct, ol I , p 60. 

• Chase's Statiltes of Ohio, Vol. I , pp 103, 104, 114, 105, 244 
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Ill rchandi. e. The tatute are, in the main, directed again ~t 

the e Uing 0£ intoxicating lic1uor to Indian or to l)ri ,·ate 

oldier ,vithout the con ent 0£ a commi ionecl officer. 

It i e,Ticlent, therefore, that the pur1)0 e of the la"T en­

acted by the Go,·ernor and Juclge of the Old ~orthwe t Ter-

1·itor)T ,,ra not .. o much to u ppre. intempe1·ance a to rai e 

re,Teuue and protect the community again t dangerc. which 
might a1·i e n:om the exce ive u e 0£ intoxicating liquo1· · 

by· ce1·tain cla e 0£ the population. 

TilE :MICIIIGA PERIOD 

,,7hen the la"r relating to the ell1ng of liquor pa eel by 
the Governor and Judge 0£ the Old T ortb we t Territor)" 
are com pared \\11th tho e enacted later by the Legi lati, .. e 

ouncil of the Ter1·ito1·y 0£ Michigan a ma1·ked ad ,.,.ance i 

ob er, etl. During the period when Michigan wa a Terri­
tory (n·oru 1 05 to 1836) the ubject of intoxicating liquo1· 

was di1·ectl:yr legi lated upon twenty-four time -- ,1 be ide be• 

ing treated incidentally in e\Te1·al othe1' act . 
A ca1·eful reading 0£ the Michigan law di clo e a ri ing 

sentiment again t intemperance. Drunkenne "" wR coming 
more and more to be regarded a both clangerou and im­
moral. Thi i mo t clearly shown in the act forbidding the 

sale of liquor on unday, or at any time in the vicinity 0£ 

any religious gathel'ing, or to minors. Owner 0£ tage 
coaches were not allo,,red to employ a dri,Ter per on ad­
dicted to trong drink. Habitual d1,inkenne could be 
punished by a term in the hou e of con·ection or by TI"hipping. 

1 Laws of the Territor?J of ]fichi(Jan, Vol. I , pp. 40, 79, 91, 180, 195, 201, 2541 

407, 688, 792, 023, Vol. IT, pp. 282, 299, 678, 584, 607, 640, 672, 717, 723; Vol. III, 
pp. 847, 800, 1172; Vol. IV, p. 67. 
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Perha1)'"' the 1nos 11otabl fe:ltur 01 thi l gi~lation i th 

fact that tl1e p1·ice of a lie n ~ ,l11c1 thc.-1 I Iltllt1· for c. lling 

"itl1out a lie 11 ,1rere gr at r thit11 before. ']'he runxi11111111 
JJrice of a licen.., ,va, i t1ere~1 "ecl fro111 tixte u to t,,·ent)1 -fi \. 
dolla1· 1 n.11(1 the 111axi1nl11n })en,11t:,~ for ~elli11g ,vithout a 
liceu~e fro1n fi v·e dollar · to tl\·o hu11clrell dollars. 2 i (>reo,·er 

the attitt1c1e to,v·arcl .-.. lli11g li11uor to the 1111ia11 hacl ·ban · 1. 
The fine ,,ra - 1uacle hio·h r au 1 in aclclitio11 all n1-ticle~ or 

1uone;y· 1·ecei ,T cl £1·0111 I11d1tlll in . ·cha11ge £or intoxicnting 
lic1uor mu. t lJe retur11ecl to the1n. 'fhi9 . ee111s to i11clicrtt a 
111ore altrui tic attitude to,vard tl1e Reel 1au · for , i(le11tl) 

the 1 ur110 e i not 111erel)T to prote t th '"\\7bite n·c>111 intoxi­
cated Inc1ian but al :-o to l)rotect th Indian the111 ·el\ e . 

Tl1u it ,,ill b , een thctt by the ti1ue l\i1iehigau b cc1111 a 
i. t~lte (in 1 36) there ,,·a a fairly ·01111)rehe11~i,·e c <le 0£ 
li<-111c1r lalr· aucl a fitirly ,,~e.11 cle,-elo1)ecl pt1 lJlic enti1n nt 
ag11in. t int m1Jeranc a an immoral })ractice. 

Thi, l eriod, which extencl fro1n 1 3G to 1 3< , 110,v no 

n1arke<l c1e,·e101J111ent in licruor le i ·lation. nl)7 t"To l,l\r , 

on the u}Jject Tirere nacted d1111ug thi time and the.}7 co11-
tai11 11othing ne,v. 3 The la,,,. £ Michigan ,,rer xtencl cl 
O\·er ,\, ... i con iu T 11:ito1·y by a }Jl'O\Yi :,ion of the orga11ic act 
e tabli ·hing the latt r T errit r3,. In a ompilation of the 

mo.-- t impo1ia11t of th e la\\ ix are founcl ,vbich r fer to 

intoxicating lic1uor.~ It i e,·icle11t, there£01· , that but littl 
1 Laius of the Territo1·y of Jfichi(Jan, , rol. I , p. 43. 
2 

Laws of the Territoi-y of lflchigan, Vol I , p . 407. 

a La1us of the Territory of lTTtsronsin, 1830, pp. 113, 381. 

"Laios of -'-ll,clugan and 1-T7 lscons1n, pp. 207, 208, 210, 211, 283, 288. 



attention wa .. gi,Ten to the temperance que tion during the 

"\\""i con ·in period. lndeed, there eem to ha,.,.e been a I'e • 

turn to the earlier ide,1 which prev·ailed in the Olc1 X orth• 

"Te t, of licen "'e £or the ole pur110 e 0£ ecuring re\·enue. 

TlIE PERIOD OF TIIE TERRITORY OF IO'\"\r.i\ 

Tl1e foregoing outline of the liquor law pa ed by the 
T erritorie of which the I ovva count1·y had been a pa11i "'11g• 

ge t the beginni.ng 0£ a temperance entiment. It remained, 

however·, £01· the legi lature and the people 0£ the T e1·1-itory 

0£ I owa to develop the e entiment and to enlarge the 
scattered and omewhat primitive enactment into an ade­
quate code 0£ law . The eight year of the T erritorial 

period (£rom 1 3 to 1 46) witne a more active t emper• 

ance feeling than any other period of equal length during 
the hi tory of Iowa. The liquor laws pas ed du1ing the e 

eight years £01'm the ba i for ub equent legi lation. 
I owa became a 'l'erritory on July 4, 1 3 , 1 at which time 

the beginning of tbe temperance agitation that wa in the 
next few yea1' to weep o·ve1' the entire T e1~·itory may, in­
deed, be detected. On Friday e~.-rening Ap1·il 27, 1 3 , a 
temperance society was organized at Fort l\Iadi on.2 A 
constitution was drawn up and adopted and officer wer 
elected. amuel B. AJI'e wa made Pre ident; I-Ienry Eno, 
Vice Pre ident; and Philip Viele, one of the Director M. 
These men all figur·e prominently in early I owa politic , and 
they are excellent repre entatives 0£ the cla 0£ citizen ,;\,.ho 
were leading the temperance mo,.rement. The Fo1't Madi-

1 Shambaugh's Documentary History of Iowa, Vol. I, p. 102. 

i The Fort Madison Patriot, Vol. I , No. 5, May 2, 1838. 

• 
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011 ~o ·i t)T onc.i"tecl of about fifty m ml r-.;· and it a, o,v· (l 
objec:t "·tl to di'"'coura th 11 C.l 1na11ufnctt1r a11cl ale ()f 

i11tcJ~iCcltin lic1u<)r~ a :. a b ,. rag . 

A 1Jou t thi time a te1u 1) raue ociet)· . e ru al o to ha ,-e 

been organized among tl1e " ttl 1~- along the De f oin 
l{i ,r 1·, in the , ici11ity of Fo1't fadi ·on. 1 Th hie£ promot 1· 

of thi ~ "ociet)· wa. Mr. a1i,,,right, a ·ir ·uit rider. Ili £-

£011: were t1cce , £ul and a lar organization "Ta ff ct cl. 
'l"he formation of the e "'O i tie i an indic,1tion that public 

entiment again, t int mperance ,,Ta incr a ing. It i a "'ig­

nificant fact that the lea] r in th n10, em nt "" r in mo ,t 
ca ·e 1n n who held prominent political po ition r "-' re 
\\' 11 kno,,,n in the bu ine. "' ,vorltl. 

Iu Ro rJe1i Luca , the fir ' t overnor of the 'f er1'itory of 
Iowa, the cau e 0£ temperanc found a taunch upport 1·. 
Inhi firtme · agetothe legi-lature( o\· mberl2, 1 3) 
Luca cs took a firm tand again t both int mp ranee and 
ga1ulJling. Ile aid in 1)a1i: 'The e t,,,o vice may be con-
i<leretl tl1e fountain from " rhich aln10 t ,. ry oth r ·rime 

proceed , ac. the tatj "'tical report of many of th p nit n­
tiarie. conclu "i,1 ly how. Th y hav l roduced more mur­
der·, ro bberie and indiv·i :lual c1i tre , than all oth r crin1 

put together. . . . . oul<l }"Oll in ) our \,-i ·doru d vi c.e 
,,ray. a11d mean to eheck t l1e l)rogre~,-. £ g!1n1bliug aucl in­
t 1111 erance in tl11 Territor31

, }"Oll T\7 ill !)er-form an act tht1t 

""oulcl i1nmortaliz your nam , nncl entitle you to the gri1ti­
tuc.le £ po._ terity. '2 

gain i11 the . ame n1 , age, in ·tating the 1)rinci1)l vvl1ich 
1 The Fort Jiladu1on Patrrot, \'ol I , To. f>, \\1 eduesday, l\Iay 2, 1838. 
3 

..._ hawbaugh':s :Jlessa[Jes and Procla,notions oJ the Govetnors oJ Iowu, Vol. I , p. 
83. 
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"'ould guide him in nominating per ... on for office ,vi.thin the 

Te1-i1tory, the GO\"e1·no1· aicl: 'I hall at all time pay a due 

re pect to recommendation ; but cannot con cientiou ly nomi­

nate to office any individual 0£ brtd moral characte,~, or, that 

1nay be addicted to inte,ripe,·arice or r;a1,iblir2g, i£ known to 

me. Th e ,·ice a1·e so contaminating in then· cha1·acter, 

that all public officer in my opinion hould be clea1· 0£ e,,.en 

a u picion 0£ being addicted to them. '1 

The 11. ing temperance entiment and the recommendation 

0£ Gove1·no1· Luca were £ollowed by important legi lation 

by the Nr t Legi lative A embly 0£ the Territory. The 

matter 0£ elling intoxicating liquor i fir t mentioned in the 

acts incorporating the town of Bloomington2 (now Mu ca­

tine) and Davenpo1't.3 'f he authoritie in the e to,vn ,vere 

given the power to regulate the retailing of ardent piJ:it 

within the limits 0£ the co1·poration provided, however, 

that then· regulation did not conflict "rith the gene1·al law 
0£ the T e1~·ito1·y regarding the elling 0£ intoxicating liquor. 
The proceed from all licen e were to be app1·opriated for 
the use 0£ the co1·poration. 

The next enactment was ''An Act to prevent the lling 

of pn·ituou liquor to Indian . ''4 Thi act impo ed a fine 
of not more than one hundred nor le s than twenty-five dol­

lar , with costs of suit, for every offen e, and furthe1· pro­

vided that the offender mu t return to the Indian any a1'ticle 

recei v·ed in exchange for liquo1-.. Moreover, all legal officer 

1 hambaugh's Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. I, p. 
92. 

2 Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1838, p. 250. 
4 Laws of the Territory of I otoa, 1838, p. 268. 
4 Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1838, p. 274. 
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w re re<1uiretl, un 1 r 11 )11alty .. of fo1f iting their oflic to r -
!)Ort all ,·iolatio11 , of t}1i l,1,, "rl1ich cam ,,itl1i11 tl1eir k110,,l­
clae. 

TJ1e11 came ' ... \.n .1..\.ct for a s " i11g nncl collecting cou11ty 
re\·enue. 1 ..t.'\.ccorcliug to ·eeti(>ll 011:) of thi a ·t tl1e l)ric .i of 

a gr c ry licen TI .. a fixecl at · 100 in j11corporatP-cl to,, 11 

anc1 ,:' 5 in o her !)lac :, . 1\ 'groc 1')1 ' a. 11 r u cl m n11t, a 
plac "Th re int<) "<icati11g lic1 t1or ,,a olcl. i., ectiou t ,vo for­
bacle an1T ta,· rn-kee1) r to retail pirit ,,Tithout ecl1ring 
a giocery licen ·e. 

Two more l,lw", of minor iru1)ortance, ,v r 1)a._ e(l by the 

Fir t Legi lative em bl)T· ne 0£ the 1 ro\·i l c.1 for the 
puni -·hment of ,re11c1 r.~ of t1nwhole ·ome lic1u r a11c1 l rovi-

ion by a fine, not xceeding fi ,-e hund1· tl clolla1~ nor le,.., 
than thirty clollar or by impri ""onment not xceecling ix 

mo11th .2 The oth r la,v J>rohibit cl the ale 0£ lic1t1 1·wi.th­
in two mile of a "'ror hipping c ngregation, unle th ~ lle1· 
po .. e._ e 1 a licen e and olcl at hi regular I)lac of bu "' ine ~­

The fine for each offe11 wa not to exceed fifty lollar and 

" 'a, to be ' ap1)ropriat d to the edt1cation 0£ any po r 01·1)ha11 
child, or hildren 0£ the proper county. '3 

The e, then, are the la\'\1 pa etl by th Fir t Legi :-. lati, e 

A embly 0£ the T e1·ritory of Io1'~a. Vie,v d alon they 
ho,v no gr at ad,lance ov r the tatute of Michigan T 1·­

ritory; but taken in connection with th £'.) ling ,vhich was 
beginning to be 1uanif ~ted again t int~mperance, th y tnnd 
for progre in lic1uor legi lation. 

1 Laws of the Territory of I owa, 1838, p 401. 
2 Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1838, p. 457. 
8 Laws of the Territory of l oi~a, 1838, p 514 . 

• 
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During they ar 1 39 the temperance mo,Tement continued 

to pread throughout the Ten·ito1--y although the idea of 

complete p1·ohibition by law doe not eem to have ente1·ed 

the mind 0£ reformer at thi ~ time. The following word 

from a Burli11gton new paper illu trate the attitude of tho e 

acti,re in th cau e: ''1£ ,er intemperance i bani bed from 

our country it will be through the agency of temperance 

societies and the active cooperation of men whose philan­

thropic hea1t glow with love for u:ffering humanity. It i 

only by united and harmoniou effort that any thing can be 

ffected in the temperance cau. e. . . . . ext to the 

immo1tal intere t 0£ the ou1, we belie, .. e the temperance 

cau e to be the most important ubject which can engage the 

attention of rational and accountable man.''1 

Of the tempe1·ance ocietie organized dtu--ing the yea1· l 39, 

perhaps the mo t influential wa the one £01·med at Burling­

ton. The fir t impul e to the movement was gi,1en by Mr. 

Timothy Tu1--ne1·, the "Apostle of Temperance,' who de­

livered two lecture at the lVIethodi t church of that town in 

Jt1ly, 1 39.2 But the real beginning of organization -for 

tempe1·ance re£01·m in Burlington eem to ha,Te been a' Tem­
perance Convention' that was held on o,,,.ember 14, 1 39.8 

Thi con,rention met in the hall of the Ilou e of Repre­

sentative and "ra attended by many p1·ominent men. Judge 
Charle 1\Ia on of the upreme Cou1ii wa chairman of the 

meeti11g, and Jo epb T. Fale , Chief lerk 0£ the Hou e of 

Repre entative , acted a ecretnry. Go"ternor Ro be1t Luca 

1 Bui l ington llcrwkeye and Iowa Pattiot, Vol. I , :ro. 23, Tovember 7, 1839. 
2 llurlington Iowa Patriot, ''{ol. I, N"o. 7, July 18, 1839. 
3 llnrlington liawkeye and Ioiua Patriot, Vol I , No. 25, November 21, 1839. 

.. 
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tlclt1r ~eel the con,·ention at 011 i 1 rabl 1 n1:,rtb in fn,·or of 

orgitnizing n telll})erar1ce :· riety . c:cordi11gl}1 a. 011 ·titu­
tion co11si .. ting of a l)r tlrnlJ1 au<l t\,~el ,·e ar iele ... wa · l raft cl 

and aclopt d. The oci tJ1 thus for1necl " 'a ·,lll cl \1"'he 

I oYra 'f 11·ito1ir1l 'fem1) r ituc ~'oci t . ' :ro\- rr1or Luci1 · 

v;ra electecl Pre --icl nt; J udg Ia 011, "\Ti· Pr ident· n11<l 

Dr. ,J. 1. Robe11: 011 ~" er tar)r· C:ien. J. D. L arn d ,,ra~ 
·h~1irn1an of the Executi, e ~ommittee a11<l tJ o . T. .J:! ~11 ... 
occu1)ied the a1ue l)O ition n the orre~po11ding 1111uittee. 
rrwo , e ion 0£ th HocietJ' were hel l in the hall of the 

IIou e of Repr entati,T 011 the aft rnoon a.nll \ uing of 
,\ ... line daJ" Dec mber 25, 1 39.1 Philip \ .,.i le t1nd 1

• B. 

A)1 re-- ,vere pre ent at tl1e me ting.; a.: d 1 gnt £1·orn 
the te1np l'ilUce oci ty at F 01t M itdi .. <Jll. 'fhu it ,,till b 

een that Bu1·lington, then th capitn.l of th T 11·itory be­
came the center of an acti,-e. temperan mo,·ern 11t. 

o,·ernor Luca continued t tnk n.n actjy·e inter tin the 

·au e of temperance. 111 hi ~econcl ,1nu11,1l 111es age ( To­

\"ember .5 1 '39 ) h made a ru ther ta1tli11g r ro111111euclatiou 

1·egarcling liquor legi :,latio11.2 H n,i<l that ,,yhile gn111bl1ng 

hac.1 been di 1)0. eel of hy tatute 1nte1n1)erat1ce "Ta , un ·l1 ·k­
eel a11cl "'a j n 111an.}T c~1 e l)l'Otect cl by the xi ,ti11g licen~e 

lalv . In hi 01 ini u th rai?i11g of re, 11l1 by lie 11.. t 
11 ii1toxient i11g lic1uor · l)nrt ol{ of th cl1nr~tcter of leg:tlizi11g 

iuc1ulg<.:)nce~ to co1.uruit cri111e. II l1elcl the ve11cler of .. l)irit · 

111ornlly nc ·<JU11tttl l f<Jr all tl1e 0rin1e -- n.u 1 ,vr -'tcl1 etl11e~. 

})l'oc1uct><l 1J)r the l l of "uch arcl ut ~1)iritH, or c>tl1er iutoxicat­
i11g lic1uor · , enc.l cl lJ.}~ tl1e111, ,vhetl1 r ,,,l1c)l ·nle <JI' rPtnil. '' 

1 Burliugt1111 fla1uk-E) e and l on,a Patriot, \ rol. I ~o 31, Januar; 2. 1810 
2

, h,uubnugh s .1.)lessa(les C111<l Proclrunat ,ons oJ the (.'overnors of Icnu,1
1 

\ 'ol. I, 
pp. 1 lu- 118. 

• 
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I-l e then tatecl hi belief :that the mo~ t effectual mode to up­

pre ..... this greate t of all ey·i} (intemperance) ,,,.ould be to 

ubmit it entirely to the cont1· 1 of public opinion. , Thi wa 

followed by th l'{-lcommenclation that the legi lature pa a 

la"" repealing all lie n e law then in £01·ce in the T e1·ritory 

and lea \-e the "Thole matter enti1·ely to the control 0£ public 

opinion. Luca belie,Ted t hat thi would be an effectual 

check upon the liquor traffic. H ow ver if the legi lature 

did not deem the foregoing recommendation expedient, he 
ugge ted that a law be pa ed gi\'·ing t he voter :! in each 

county the 1~ight at each annual election to \'"Ote upon the 

c1ue tion of ,vhether or not there hould be licen e gi·anted 
within that cot1nty. The principle 0£ local option i ::. here 
fir t enunciated. 

It i e,'"ident that the legi lature at it econd e ion did 
not deem Go\.,.e1·nor Lucas' recommendation expedient · £or 

no ln/iV were l)a ed which ca.rried out hi ugge tion 0£ 
leaving the matter to the control of public opinon; no1~ was 

the local option idea adopted. H owever several act on 
the subject 0£ selling liquor were pas ed. The fir t 0£ the e 
was of considerable length and was entitled ' n Act regulat­

ing Grocery License. ''1 In thi act a g1·ocery was defined as 
£ollo,vs: '' A grocery hall be deemed to include any hou e 
or place whe1'e pirituous or vinou lic1uor are retailed by 
le s ql1antities than one gallon. '' The price of a licen e '1'as 

fixed at from twenty-five to one hundred dollar at the di -
cretion of the board of county commi sioner , with the addi­
tional })l'0\1i ion that the applicant for a licen e ,ra,.., rec1t1ired 
to exec11te '' a l)ond to the aid board in the penalt)T of one 

1 Laios of the TerritonJ of Io1ca
1 

1830, p. 27. 



hundred cl ol]ar , , that he ,, ot1l(l ke J> an (.>Itl rl.)r 11 t1 ... <.1. 

The fine £or , elli11g i11toxjcating· li 1uor ,v·itl1ot1t a li ·c,11s.) 

"a })laced at f1·om fifty to one ht111dr ·<-l cl,Jllnr. for ~l ·h 

often ·e. 

Th t,,·o other iu tan<'e i11 "r hich the t1 bj ·t of tl1 .1 li, 111 >l' 

traffic ,, al touch cl ll}>On ,,y r in connection ,,,ith act i11cc>r­

po1·ating th to" n of.._ alem1 aucl Dt1bt1c1t1e2 'Il1e 11ro\1i io11 
were ver}- si1nilar to tho e alr )adjr noticecl i 11 th act i11 or­
porating Bloomington (no,r l\1 L1 :.catin ) and Da-ve111)or t. 

Du11ng the s·ear 1 ' 4:(J there eem to ha\·e been a lull in 

the te1111)erance agitation. The ne,,.__ r)aJ)er containe l l>t1t 

little on the .. u bject and there i no evidence that a11} ne,, 

ocietie wer formed. Th attentioi1 of the J)eo1)le ,,·a 

centered on other thing . l)uri11g tl1 earl · part of the) ear 

the all-important u bj ct ,Ya the Ii souri Bot1nc1ary ,,· ar. 

Toward the clo e of the ). ar th tllreate11ing attitutl of tl1e 
"ac and Fox Indians cau cl alarm in the n rth rn cot111tie . 

E,len Governor Lu~a neglect d to mention the t11Jj ct of 
temperance i11 hi me age to the legi latur o l)ll )T ,va he 

with affair wh1ch rec1uirecl m re im1netliate n,tt ntion. 

In the legi lature the matter of elling liq l1or ,,·a t ucl1 ecl 
upon incidentall in four act . Thr e of these in ta11ce. are 
found in act incorporating Farn1ington 3 Ta h 'lille, 1 a11d 

Io,,·a City, 5 and provide merely that the autl1oriti "ithin 

the e to"1ns hould have the po,ver of regulating li 1en e ,, ith­

iu their respective corpo1·ation . The oth r mention i in ' 1\.n 

1 Laws of the Territory of I owa, 1830, p. 74 
2 Laws of the Territory of Io1ua, 1880, p. 125. 
3 Lr1ws 01· the Territory of Iowa, 1840, p. 35. 
4 Laius of tlie Terl'ilory of I oloct, 1840, p. 00 

s Laius of the Tertltory of l oiua, 1840, p. U9 
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Act to pro,rid for a e ing and collecting ounty Revenue. ''1 

The price of a licen e was fixed at not le than twenty-five 
nor mo1~e than one hundred dollars, and no inn-keeper was 
permitted to ell intoxicating liquor without a license. Thus 
from the tandpoint of liquor legi lation nothing of gene1·al 

impo1~ance was enacted during the year 1 40. 
During the following year, however, there wa les polit­

ical excitement in the Te1·ritory and intere t in the temper­
ance cau e revived. On February 22, 1841, a meeting wa 
held at Fairfield and a ''County Temperance ociety'' was 
organized for Jefferson County. 2 Alexande1· A. Wilson was 
elected Pre ident; Geo. B. Hitchcock, \ 7ice President; and 
H. B. otson, ecretary. The following pledge, which is 

ty1)ical of the pledges of the variou societie , was igned by 
each member. ''We, the under igned, pledge our elves to 
ab tain from the manufacture, sale, and u e of intoxicating 
lic1 uor , except £or mechanical, medical, and sacramental 
purpo es, and not to allow their use in our familie , nor 
provide them for the entertainment 0£ our friend , nor £or 
persons in our employment, and in all suitable way to di -

courage their use in the community'. 
A meeting of the citizen of Round Prairie, a ettlement 

in the northern part of Des l\loines County, was held on 
April 3rd. 3 It seem that a temperance ociety had at ome 
l)revious time, been organized at that })lace but £or ome 
rea on it had cea ed all acti Yity. At thi meeting the o­
ciety was reorganized and thirty-eight new member we1·e 

1 Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1840, p. 65. 
2 Burlington IIawle?Je and Iowa Patriot, Vol. II, "o 41, r-.Iarch 11 , 1841. 
8 Burlington FI.atokeye and Iowa Patriot, Vol. II , No. 45, ~\pr1l 81 1841 
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added, 111aking ixt_y-- e\ n i11 all. J uc1ge Raul{i11 \\-a..., cho. e11 

Pr i(le11t, and I eter B. Bell l 'ecr tar,-. 
~ 

That there ,va an acti\Te i11t re t i11 the t 1111)erance <111 -

tion at Dubuc1 u i ho,,-n l)y the £ollov;·ing xtract frou1 a 
Du }) U(J_ ue ne,," pa1)er: 'rrhe T lll J)erance ca11 e i IlO\\T in a 

full tide of . ucce fl1l experi111ent l1ere. . . . \\7 e hor> 

that th good "1hich ha~, be n clone \\ ill only be an incenti ,,, 

to more zealou effort. un il thi giant e,ril ,,,hich i · peril­

ling e\'ery intere. t of ociety }Je clri ·v 11 from the li1ncl., 1 ... \ t 
Dubu(rue the work ,,1 a carried on chiefl)' b) the 'atholic 
Temperance ►, ociety .... 

The ociet - at Bloomington wa pecially energetic dur-
ing thi }Tear. Robert Luca again bo,,·ecl hi intere t in 

the temperance cau e by delivering an addre s at a meeti11g 

held 1.-

1 

ptember 6, 1 41. 2 In D ecember 0£ the ame )-ear 

l\fr. Fi her made a peech before the ociety. Dt1ring th 

cour e of hi remark. Mr. Fi her ad vocated statutory enact­

ments aboli hing the liquor traffic. T o thi recommend,1tion 

the editor of the B loomi,lr;tort Heralcl took exception. In 
an edi torial of December 31 I 41 he aid in part: ' T o thi 

"re object. The power to abridge a man right o a to 

com pell him to bet mp rate i not cone ded an<l if it w re 

in our 01Jinion the better plan "roul<l be to per uade J)eo1 le 
to ab tain, by the u e 0£ the m,111}'" for ible argi.1ment. ,vhich 

can be J)roduced. By thi mean , the i11temperate can again 
acc1 uire a reputation for virtu , \'V hile by the other plan, hi 

virtuot1 princi JJles are rendered inacti v , unapJ)reciated be• 
cau e he (!(tre n t ,Ti late th la,v. i,Te virtue, ay ,,, , a 

1 The Jli11er's Express, Vol. I , No. 18, T)eceu1ber n, 1841 
2 Bloomington ]Jerald, Vol I , No. 40, epteulber 10, 1811. 
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chance t o how it el£, and t hen it r fap it l'eward. '' Thi 

eclitorial eem to voice the gener t1l entiment of the time in 

regard to IJrobibition by law. 
J ohn bambe1-- , th e econtl overnor of the T erritory of 

l o"·a " ·a a 1n uch 011)0 eel to intemperance a wa Luca . 

H e devoted hi "' attention h o" '"e\·er t o a different pha e of the 

c1ue tion , namel ),. that of endeavoring to check the sale 0£ 
intoxicating liquor to the Indian . I-Ii attitude toward 

thi t raffic i clearly indicated b)-r the e word in hi fir t 

me age (Decem b e1-- 1841) : 
'' l t is proable that £or a long time we hall remain ubj ect 

to th e e\·il an<l. incon v·enience of having an Indian p opula­

t io11 on our border -e,·il and inconvenience re ulting prin­

ci1)ally from their excP ive and growing fondue £or intoxi­

cating drink, with which the)T are supplied b y a de1)raved 

a11d viciou p ort ion of our cit izen , '"rho, defying alike the 

th e la1''S of morality and 0£ their count ry, furni h them the 

means of degradation and de truction, with a full knowledge 

and perfect disregard of it murderous effects upon them. . 

. . }Iumanity hudder and religion weeps over the cruel 

and unrelenting de truction of a people o intere ting by 

means o da tarclly and brutal, that the use of the rifle and 

the sword, even in a time 0£ profound peace with them would 

b e comparatively merciful.''1 

'fhere was a law prohibiting th e sale of liquor to Indian , 

but the only p enalty impo ed for violations was a moderate 

fine. The traffic ""as so profitable that tbi law was largely 

di regarded. Governor Chamber recommended that im-

1 hambangh's ltl essages and Proclamation8 of the Governors of I owa, Vol. I , p. 

254. 
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pri on1nent hould be a<.lcled to th eu ·ti11!?; J)e11alt), and tuat 

all commercial interco11r~e of n.11 v· ~ ort bet,,·een the ,,rhi te .._, 

and the Iu<lian · houlu 1Je for1Jicl(le11. 

In l)ite uf the ,,,ide- ,..1)reacl te1n1)erauce agitatio11 clt1ring· 
thi }' ar a11d the acti,· i11tere~t tal{ 11 lJ.'- th nen· io,· ruor 

no li c1 uor legi lation of i 1111 orta11ce l,a enactecl lJ) th 1 gi -
lat11re -n"hich met in Dece1nlJer 1 '41. Th 111attel' ,,·a mer 1 

tou ·bed llJ)On in act incor11orati11g the t(J,, 11 of Da\"'en1)r>rt. 1 

Fort facli on 2 an(l I{eo. at1<111n, 1 and in ·.1.\11 ct to a111e11 c.l 
an act, for the i11cor11oration of the to,vn of I~lc>o111i11gto11. 1 

The temperanc 1110,·ement iu rl"'erri tol'in.1 I o,,,a 111ay lJe :aitl 
to hn,~e reached it height i11 1, .J.l. ,,r11ile i11ter t i11 the 

c1ue tiou did uot apprecial>])- climi11i 11 for 1nanJ ) ear · )7 t~t 

there ,, a· no cli tinct a(l 'lance 111a(le l1ntil long aft r I o,va 
had lJPcome a ._"'tate. E , J)eciall} i .. thi t rue of lir:1_uor legi .. -
lation; for during the 1·e111aini11g 3:ear of th rl"' rritorial J)eriocl 
bt1t felv important lat\'S on the ulJject ,v· re 1)a, eel. ..t\11c.l 

. ince the year from 18-!l to 1 46 exhil it 110 mnrkecl J)rog·re .. 

or change of methocl in deali11g with the lic111or 11ro lJlem 
thi JJe1·iocl 1na be lJe. t vie,ved a a ,v hole. 

Early in 1 42 a ociety k110,,,n a the ,,Ta hington rre1n. 

perance .. , ociety wa organized at Burling·ton. Pre,~iot1 to 
the city lection in FelJ1·uar:,r, 1 42 thi, 1 ociety atlll()Ullced 

W. '\\
7

• \Vallbriclge a its candidate for ity Recorcler. 5 In 

an editorial 0£ F ebruary 11 the editor of the Bloonii12gto1i 
HeJ >rt lcl everely condemned this action. Ile aicl in l)art: 

1 Laws of the Territory of I owa, 1841, p. -13. 

i Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1841, p. 77. 

a Laws of tlte Territory of I otva, 1841, p . 109. 
4 L a1vs of the Territory of Iowa, 1841 , p. 120 . 
15 Bloornington [Jerald, Vol. III1 To. lG, February 11, 1842 
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''If it be the purpo e only of the ,,-r a hington ociety to re­
£ rm the drunkard ancl lead the young to avoid the mon ter 

ere they hav·e acc1uired an appetite for the poi on we can 
hold up both hand £or it ucce · but if it i to be con \"ert-

d into a political machine £or the election of it member 
to office, we mu t rai e our voice in condemnation 0£ uch 
principle.'' Thu the effo1~t to force the temperance que tion 

into politic met with pronounced di approval. 
At Davenport the temperance reformer we1e particularly 

active and seem to have brought about excellent result a 
the following article would indicate : 

''Almo t every newspaper that ~re recei,;--e ha something 
to say of the progress of temperance, in the respective to,, n 
0£ their publication. hall we not ay omething of the 
temperance of our own m.iling illage~ For the honor then 
of our town, and we trust our friend in the distance will 
notice it to induce moral immigration, .Davenpo1·t co1itains 
no cojf ee-liouses. 

'' 'Put it in your paper , ' observed a tranger, to u - a 
passenger in the most recent boat detained at our wharf­
'put it in your paper, sir, a one of the most favorable item 
connected with your beautiful town, that one of ou1· pa en­
gers traversed it all over in search of liquor, but could not 
obtain a drop. ' W e comply with his injunctions.''1 

The 'cott County Temperance ociety was formed on 
February 15, 1 42, 2 with headquarters at Davenpo1t, and 
on May 31st 0£ the ame year a ,Va hingtonian Temperance 

ociety wa orgauized. 3 In January, 1843, the executive 

1 The Davenport Gazette, Vol. I , No. 21, January 13, 1842. 

i The Davenport Gazette, Vol. I , o. 27, February 24-, 1842. 

a The Davenport Gazette, Vol. I , to. 41, June 2, 1842 
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committee of th Dav·enport rr m1) ranee "oci ty 111alle a 

omew hat extendecl 1· })Or t , , t1 mming lll) t h r ~t1l t · of th 
c'ociety' labor ince it· organization in 1. 3H. T hi r l ort 

reveal remarl·al,le progre in the fou r J ear 0 • 1 .H ow v r, 

after 1 43 the temJ)era11ce 111 ,1eru nt j11 Da\· 111>ort la ·l~ecl 
t he ·vitality of it earli r }"ear ..... 

t I owa City a temp ranee ociety wa organized 011 'ep­

tember 4 1 42.
1 

T hi oci t) , ho\1' \ er do,. not appear to 

hav been a nerg ti' a om of th other·. I o,1 a City 

\Va no"· the ca1)ital of the 'r rritor}, antl it J)E'OJ)le ,,1 er 

perha1) n1ore de J)l}' iu t r:1 tecl iu the t1u tion of tatel1t)ocl 
and the other J)olitical }) l'O lJlem of the clay tha11 i11 t he mat­
ter of int 1n1Jerance. 

At Burlington the te1nperance ,,,orl<er, \"\ ho ,vere o 

nergetic in the earlier }'ear , eem to ha, cea e l acti\ i tj . 

alm1 t entirely from 1 41 to I 44. Thi g r at change ma} 

be largely explained by the fact that the t mperance can. e 

at that lJlace hacl lo t it mo t earne t tl}) l)Or ter J> obert 111-

ca lvho left Burlington soon after he ,,l'a relllov·ed from 

the office 0£ ove1~nor. Early in 1 44 there ,,,a a re\ i, al 

of entiment again t int mp erance. The revival began on 

"\Va hiugton ' b irthday and for everal <la}, follo\\'ing meet­

ing were held which were larg ly att nded. Among tho e 

who addre ed th e meeting ,v re : Judge \Yilliams Philip 

"\Tiele, and oth r m n of prominence. Bet,,reen tn o and three 

hundi-ed people ·ig ned the pledge at this t ime. 3 

During the J)eriod fr om 1 41 to 1846 Gover11or hamber 

1 
The Davenport Gazette, Vol. Il, No. 22, J anuary 19, 1843 

1 
I owa Standard, Vol. II , No. 41 , eptember 10, 1842. 

a Burl ington H awk-Eye, Vol. V, No. 40, February 29, 1844. 
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continued to l1rge u1 on the legi. lature the nece ity of pa -

ing more tringent law in regard to selling liquor to Indian . 

In hi me age 0£ December 7, 1 42 he aid: 

In m }T la t ann t1al me ._ age I took occa ion to call the 

atte11tio11 of the Legi lature to the i11efficiency 0£ the law to 

prohibit and })Uni 11 the ale of intoxicating liquor to our 

Indian neighbor · but no further legi lation on the ubject 

wa then deemed nece ary, and the offence ha continued 

to be perpetrated ,vith very £e~"" exce1)tion with entire 

impunity, and i increa ing in £requenc),.· I deem it, there­

fore, an imperative duty again to invoke your deliberative 

con ideration 0£ the matter. The crime not only inv·olve 

a breach of po iti,-.e law, and a mo t perniciou and degrad­

ing di regard 0£ the I)rinciple of morality and religion but 

tends to produce collision between ou1· frontier inhabitant 

and the Indians, affecting life and the de truction of property, 
and may lead to conflict of a more exten i,Te and dangerou 

character without ome more effectual mean of uppre ing 

it than at 1Jre ent exi t can be devised. ''1 

Again, in his message 0£ 1 43, hamber devoted consid­

erable space to the matter 0£ selling intoxicating liquor to 

the Indians. I-Ie aid: The laws prohibiting thi offence 

impo e only pecuniary l)enalties for a breach 0£ them, and 

the frauds and extortion practiced upon the Indian by the 

offender , enable them, in ca e 0£ conviction, to pay the 

penalties imposed, and still prosecute their in£amou traffic 

with a large profit.'' 2 

1 Shambaugh 1s 'l>Iessages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, , 7 ol. I, pp. 
266-266. 

2 hambaugh's Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. I, pp. 
272- 273. 



I1'iuall}' , in his n1e ,ag r>f 1 45 (xo\T r11or Jl1a111 l; r 111ade 

a la t a1)J)eal in behalf of th ll11fo1iunate 1 el l\fa11. In 

. 1)eaki11g of th cl gen ra ·:· of th ,,rinu lJago I11 lia11.. he 

,aid: .rrhe\T ha\ }Jecon1e ]) rha1) 11 111<.I t c.1 racl cl (Jf all 

th "T t rn tril,e. -the)T h:.1,Te 110 1 11g ·r tl1 halJit of t l1 

l{ecl fa11-the uha~ i · ~tl1uo: L al)a11clonecl nr1cl th, 1<Jun ·il 

fi1e , if ki11dl cl at all e 111 on11-r inte11 l cl tt) lio'l1t tlJJ the 
\\T]' tchecl , Cf:'ll or tl1 .. ir drn111..eu11 .., a11cl cl l>at1cl1 '.lJ')7 .' 1 

• 

Little atte11tio11 ho,,r \'er al)}) ar to bn '"'e b e11 11ai<.l to 

tl1e ... e rec<)1nn1 11<lation : £or cluring the 'f rritorial ]) riocl nc> 

la,,\ rv re l)a. -·eel 011 th t1lJj ct of .·elli11glic1t1or to t11t> I11cli­

an e. ce1Jt the one alreacly 11ott~cl ,vl1i ,11 ,, ~1. r1actecl i11 1 h3D. 

Ind ed after L 41 no Ji,1 uo1· la II'-; of importance 11 er·, pa. ~eel 

t1u til 1 H4G. "\\ i h the e .\:cP1)ticJ11 of ·l~1u .. e i11 act i11 '01]101'­

ating to\,·n or citi , the matt r ,,a touched u1)011 only ouce 
clnri11g thi inter, al. Thi. 0 11e i11 ta11ce ,va '.l\11 .L\ct for 

the l)l'e\"ention of certai11 I1nrnoral Practice.. -~ . ~ction t,, o 

of which prohibited the ·ale of licp101· on , 'un<lay, xcept a 

1nedici11e and im1 o eel a fine not to exceecl fi\,e hn11dr cl dol­
lars for each off 11 e. 

Of the act incOl'])Orating to,vn })n Pel clt1ring tl1i p 1·iocl 

th 011ly 011e ,,·cJrthy 0£ notice 1 · an a111e11cl1neut to tl1 act 

incorporating Farmington.3 Thi am ndment i interesting 

becau e of the fa ·t that it i the only in tance during the 

T erritorial period in whi ·h the principle of local opti n was 

applied. The 1 ctor of th town of F:n·lllington w re giv-

1 • hawl>augh's llessages and Procla11ialions of the Governors of lowa, Vol I , p. 
284. 

2 
La1.us of the Territory of Ioiua, 1843, p. 03 

3 
Laws of the Terrttorv of lo1ua

1 
1848, p. 113. 
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en the right, at every annual election, to vote for 01· again t 
licen ing grocerie ,rithin the limit of the corporation. 

The la t liquor laYv of the Te1~·itorial J)eriod wa pa ed 

Januarv 17, 1 Ju. It ,va~ entitled ' -'-\n Act to amend an 
~ 

act entitled '.Lin ..ti.ct to 1·egulate Grocer Licen e,, fi])pro\·ecl 

January 4th, 1 40.' 1 Thi act gare the county co1nmi ion­

er l)O\rer to require e~ery· })er on wi bing to keep a grocery 

in the count. , ,, .. hether in an incor1)orated town or not, ' ·to 

take out a cou11ty licen. e, all law giving exclu iv-e rights to 

any city or incorporated town to the contrary not"rith tand­

ing." Furthermore the fine £or elling withol1t a licen e 

,va fixecl at from thirt)T to fift dollar~, the pl'oceed to be 

u ed £or the common chool . 

The temperance agitation 0£ the Territorial period peak 

well £or the morality of I owa' pioneer . In ome mea~u1·e 

it accounts, perhap , for the ab ence in early I o\11a of much 

of the la\,Tlessne common to frontier communitie . The 

liquor laws of thi period formed a tarting point £or ub e­
c1uent enactments. 

D.aN" ELBERT CLARK 

1 Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1845, p 25. 


