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.AN A \VER TO TIIE TATE~fENT IN TIIE DIARY OF ROBERT 

L T A C0.1. ER .. ING GEr . \VILLI M II LL. 

The July, 1900 number of TH E I o,,T A J OURN"AL OF H1 TORY A .. D 

POLITI . '' di inter old bone ,, by the 1;ublication of the diary of 

Robert Lt1ca , who erved in the Detroit army under en. William 

II11ll until the urrender of Augn t 16 1812. 

It ap1)ear from the introcluctory preface that tbi diary has been the 

ource of much literatur condemnatory of Gen. I-lull concerning the 

Detroit 
1
am1>aign, and that Lewi a JJ1agiarized it content in the 

preparation of hi e1)tember, 181 2, report of the urreucl r, ,vhich 

report largely contributed to the 1ourt Martial conviction of Gen. 

I-lull, it being recei ed and con idered as evidence. 

I t i uniformly conceded now by all tudent of hi tory that the 

urrender of the Detroit army was compel led becau e the omman

der-in- hief, Maj or eneral llenry . D earlJorn, cli ~obeycd hi orcler 

ancl abandoned it ( 'ee ol . 5 and 6 '\Var Recorcl ), ancl bccau "e of 

in~u 1Jor(lination in the Detroit army, which ct1lminatcd i11 a con }Jir

acy hereinafter , hown of which Lewis Ca s was the 1>romoter and 
manager. o far as the 1onrt Martial conviction of Gen. !lull is 

concerned it wa a mere sn1JJ)lement to the army con piracy, witl1 Gen. 

Dearborn a ~ u1ning the role of lJromoter ancl manager ancl Lewis a-. 

as the . tar witne . Tl1e 10urt Martial trial was a farce conducted 

in violation of IIull' legal right - as any fair lawyer will co11cede 

after reacling the report of it. The ourt, was packed with Gen. 

Dearborn's !Jets, a the <lelcgates of a caucus are packed. en. 

Dearborn wa Pre ide11t of the Cot1rt, ancl a such tried bi own case 

and decided in favor of him elf. All tl1e JJroceeclings of this 1ourt 

Martial were voicl becau e a Jlrevioua 1onrt :rvi arLial, with en. vVade 

I-Iamptou as President was in existence to try the same man for the 

same offence and had already acquired jurisdiction. 'T'l1e order st1b-
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sequently entered in the War Office di mi i11g Hull from the army 

wa a ba tard order upo11 it face, and wa a void order beca11 e it 

su1,erceded the final order of remittal made by Pre ident nladi on 

wl10 alone by Article 65 of the :Thf ilitary Law, }JO e ed the power to 

make an order in the ca ·e. Pre ident Jadi on did not order that 

Gen. Hull be di mi ed from the army, but hy an order of remittal 

in effect pardoned him a11d re tored Hull to all hi right a a citizen 

and "old1er, and all 1ourts have uniformly o decided. 

That order of di .. mi al wa urre1Jtitiou ly injected in.to the W ar 

recordij by the arue influence which organized the army con piracy, 

which selected en. Dearborn a Pre ident of the Court Martial, 

,vhich ab. tracted and up pre sed the War Record" from the file , which 

concealed contents of public record. fro1n t]1e J)eople, and which tole 

D earborn's armi tice from tl1e War Office and concealed its content". 

A peru ·al of the Ollrt l\Iartial trial report will })rove that none of 

the orders commantling Gen. Dearborn to aid the Detroit army were 

1>roduced, and neither were the record produced which proved that 

from the clay war wa declared, 011 the 18th of June, until the day of 

surrender, Augu t 16, 1812, Gen. Dearborn never ent a soldier or a 

})Ound of 1>owder or })rovi ions to aid the Detroit army. 

All fair-minded tudent of military law will admit that if Gen. 

Dearborn had been tried by a Court 1\-lartial, accu ed, fir t of neglect 

of his duties as on1mander-in- hief, , econd of di obeyance of orders 

to aicl the Detroit army, third of compelling the urrender of D etroit 

lJy igning without authority on Augu t 8th the agreement known 

as the armistice with the Briti h omman(ler, Pre o t, that hi con

viction would have been a certainty. That agreement was in force 

about tl1ree weeks and permitted the Briti h a11c1 Indian to march 

unmole ted to Detroit and ca1>ture it. Pre .. ident Madison indignantly 

repudiated it and sharply and peremptorily again commanded Gen. 

Dearborn to relieve the Detroit army from its perilou situation. 

But Dearborn did not do this, a the letter of Gen. Harri on dated 

August 10th and Dearborn s letter of Augu"t 8th prove. 

All this may not be material here, however, except in o far as the 

statements of this Lucas diary wronged Gen. Hull by being copied 
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into the 'a s re1Jort, and lJy b ing recei'Ved as evi<lence by the 1ourt 

l\Iartial and ul) equently inject d into cbool-l>ook and l1i torie;'. 

In order to cle. troy llull three 110w rful agenc1 .. coml>inec1 as fol
low : 

1 t: All the 1>olitical 1>ower of th l\ladi:on adminL tration, not

with tanding it had, four month , after the urrencler, co11clem11ed 

Dearborn for cau ing it ("\ ... ol 6, })J>. 200, 253 "C. ',Var R ecorcl.) and 

11ot,vith tandi11g all of Hull , act n1> to Augu t 8tl1 bad l>cen ap

J>roved offic1ally. ( ee letter "'1ec·y ,, .... ar, Eu~ti~, to Ilull of ..t\.. ugu t 
8th.) 

2nd: 

Thi i 
.t\..11 the military lJOwer of ,omn1ander-i11- 'l1i f Dearl>orn. 

wl1y the 'ourt , a, con,t1tutc<l n1ai11ly of hi, 1nilitary favor-

ite"' a11d the order and proof of t11eir di ~oueyance com1uancl1ug Dear

l>or11 to aid the Detroit arm1- were ~u1>pr :!:-etl aucl wl1y tbn.t arm1 t1ce 

wa-., 1::1tolen from tl1e file. of the ,, ... ar fli cc a11cl it conte11t" co11cealed. 

3rd: All the 1>ower of tl1e mili ia con. 11irnuy which was orgauizecl 

at Detroit, and wa })atroui.iecl and ut1lizc<l by Deni bor11 at \\T a"h1ng
ton. 

l3ut thi" con1bination 1>owcrful a11tl almo t 1nvulneral>le a it ,ra 

in tho e <lay , did 11ot concternn IInll by a11 uuani1nou~ vote of the 

memLer of the onrt Martial, :iud the farce of its conv1ctio11 ancl 

entence to be ' hot to cl(>ath" i~ . how11 lJy his beiu.~ g1ve11 bis lib

erty ancl reqt1e tecl to go l1om) and sta )· until he l1card fron1 the !..>re -
ide11t. 

Bnt it must be conccJetl that finally· tl1e con piracy ' nccce<led; a11d 

now after 11ea1ly a bu11clrecl ycarq ha e pa. ·ed, thi. Lucas diary is 

f re hly printed witl1 the avowal that it wa the .... ource of many state

m ent which tudent of l1i "'tory have 1011~ ince c:>.-1>loded as fal e
l1oods. 

That there was a con 1>iracy j11 t l1e Detroit army to seize auc1 de

po e Gen. Ilull and place Lewi 1a • in command i now a conceded 

fact, and ass l)egan tl1e agitation of it as early in the ca1npaig11 as 

wheu tl1e army wa at l Trbaua. It was here that, Gen. IIull incurred 

the eumity of tl1e b10 r11ilit1a (by invoking tl1e ai<l of the r egrtlar 

an<.1 co111pelling the n1ilitia to o l)cy bi n1arching order ), and it was 
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here that Ca aided and incited the insubordination and began to 

write letter di paraging Hull and intriguing to supplant him in com

mand. 

While the con piracy wa organized, Gen. Hull was not seized 

becau e the con pirators could not agree as to whether Col. Cass or 

Col. McArthur hould be put in command. This statement is 

proven by Hatch' History of the lVar of 1812, page 40 (and by the 

authority below quoted), Hatch having been present in camp, as 

follows: 

A consultation was held and it was decided to get up a Round Robin as it was 
called, addressed to the three Colonels of the Ohio Volunteers, requesting the 
arrest or displacement of the General and devolving the command on the oldest 
of the Colonels, 11cArthur. This was on the 12th, of August. 

1"'he proof that a s was the officer selected by some of the con

spirators is a paper igned by them of which, however, there are two 

versions. One version i printed in Wing s History of -'-lfonroe Coun

ty, lJ,fichiga,i, page 91, and is as follows: 

We signers hereto agree to seize Gen. Hull and depose him from command and 
to defend the fort at all hazards. Signed by Lewis Cass, Charles Larned, David 
Cooper, Joseph Campau, Gabriel Godfred and 75 others. 

Ooe of the above signers Charles Larned became one of Michigan's renowned 
lawyers and bad a son Sylvester, likewise a famous rawyer, who made a speech in 
J 889 after the death of David Cooper, the last survivor of the signers. The occa
sion of t,he speech was a meeting of the l\ilichigan Pioneer and Historical ociety 
at Detroit, ,vhich is reported in Vol. 14, p. 35, of its proceedings, wherein he de
scribed the delivery of the other version of the agreement to him by his father as 
follows· 

"Sylvester," his father said, taking out the paper from his desk, yellow with 
age, "I am about to divulge to you a ecret that you must never divulge until I 
am dead." And never until the last survivor died who had a part in that trans
action did I ever state that I held in my hands the secret history of the causes of 
the succe s of Detroit's most iniquitous su1·render, which was that Lewis Cass 
and others laid a plan not a conspiracy and signed a Round-Robin with these 
fatal words in the center to the effect: 

'' We whose names are here written agree to surround Hull and putting the 
command in Lewis Cass prevent the surrender of Detroit to the British." 

It was the existence of the spirit of this conspiracy which accot1nts 

for the refu al of two companies of the Ohio militia to cross the De

troit River, which accounts for the desertion of two companies of the 

Michigan militia under Capts. Knagg and hover and which accounts 
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for the omi "ion of 
1

01 . a and l\IcArthur to return to liull ' aid 

after Brock had clemanded qurrender of th fort notw1tl1 tau ding they 

had knowlege of the fact ancl received t,vo order to,vard un , t of 

Augu t 15th to return ,vith their detachrnent a tl1ey ad1nittc(l u11cler 
oath, and a J>ro,·e11 by the Luca· cl1ary. 

Thi. D etroit army ,va a .. mall one, ar1cl the absence of ( 1a ~ a11d 

l\lcArthur , 1th nch a large detacl1m nt cri ppl d it. Luca anc1 C.1a 

ay the cletacbrnent numbcrecl 3,50; IIull ·tatctl 1t nun1bcr at 500; 

1cl-d e-('amJJ ,,,,.. allac 1Jlacecl tJ1e 11nmber at 800; an<l "- c:ri hner' mili

tary writer, )1ahan, after careful i11Ye tigation tixetl it aL 500, wl1cre

in he i-; corroborat d by leading hi toria11s. i\.ll accot1nt agree that 

a~ ancl }lcArtl1ur JJickecl their mo. t ffective n1en a the J>I'OJ)O ·eel 
ex1)idition ,va ... regarded a <langeron . 

The rer>ort of the Court l\lartial trial })rove tl1at 1a -, ancl l\Ic

Arthur received word 1Jy t,vo m enger to,vards u11-,ct of tl1c 15th, 

from I-lull, that en. Brock had demancle<l urrender of the fort ancl 

order to return immecliatel'\-r. ome idea of their distance from tl1c -
fort 1 gained from the fact t}1at Jlull e11t hi mes. engers after them 

immediately after Brock' demand which be r efuHecl abo11t noon, who 

deliverecl the orcl r tor turn to, arcl ·unset. 'a 'S an<l l cArthur ad

m1ttecl that the order wer not immediately obeyed a8 the troo1>s 

re ted, but r-.tartecl early th next morning; and botl1 stated that on 

the morning of the 16th Lhcy arri,~e<l within two or three 1nilc of 

the fort ar1<l within ight of it about 10 o'clock. aRs testified t.hat, 

they ,vere within a mile ancl a half of tl1e fort. Tl1eref or e, they had 

ixteen or seventeen hour ,vherein to l1a ten to the relief of their 

romrade in the fort by traveling the sa1ne clistance covere<1 by llull's 

me enger withi11 a few h ours. After arriving near the fort, while 

tl1ey were n ar '1;1·ing \\,,.. ells where Brock's troop wel'e crossing, in

stead of giving a sigual or firing a gun or se11c1ing word of their com

ing, and while, as Luca state the '' roar of cannon was treme11-

dous," they 1;rec1pitately retreatecl four o r five miles back to the 

woods and ,vaters of the river Rouge and hid there uutil after <lark, 

an exhibition of cowardice t1nparalleled in American armies. ass 
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te"tifie(l as an excu e that he heard 110 cannon, and therefore urely 

the '' hero of Ta-rou-tee ,, mt1 t have been tricken with })araly"i of 

hi ear clrum . 

They were in the rear of Brock's force. Had they obeyed order 

ancl ret,ur11ed or had they attacked Brock' rear it i" fair to ay the 

bi" tory of the day wo11ld not have been urrender, beca11 e Hull'.:; rec

ord 1n leading bayonet charge at tony Point, a11d :01orri ania and 

in both of the aratoga battle proved there wa not much of the pir

it of . urre11der in hin1. 

,,1 hether or not f..,11ca belonged to thi con. piracy i 11ot know11, 

but certa111ly hi diary after July 5th 1>roclaim" like ho ·tility to II till. 

Ile a11d Ca . a11d :IcArthur were clo --e friend a he frequently chroni

cles t,he1r valor, aud after the surrender he and a s worked together 

to })roduce harmony of ho tile stateme11t a i prove11 by the edito

rial preface to the diary as follo,v : 

Comparison of the Cass report with the Robert Lucas Journal re\·eals the fact 
that Cass incorporated into l1is report sections taken ,erbatim, or wit.h slight al
terat.ions frow the Journal. 1'he conclusion that Cass copied from Lucas rather 
than the reverse is strengthened by the fact that the paragr.aphs in which the du
plications occur more frequently are those describing in great detail the events 
at Detroit, 011 the day of the surrender, at which time Col. Cass ,vas miles a"·ay 
on an expedition to the River Raisin. It is fair to presume that Lucas loaned the 
Journal to Col. Cass, to assist hlm in the preparat1ou of his report. 

Tuunediately after the surrender of Detro1 t Gen. IIull was ta.ken to Canada as 
a pr1 011er of war Col. Cass however started at once for Washingto11 where be 
ruatle a detailed report of the Campaign to the ecretary of War. This report 
severely condemnecl Gen. IIull for his condnct in the Campaign, and was largely 
ins trumental in bringing about the Court la rtial and conviction of that officer 
. . . . and Cass incorporated into his report sectious taken verbatim or ,vith 
slight alterations from the Journal. 

'rhe cliary disclose Lhc fact that prior to July 5th Hull wa all 

rigl1t i11 the c. timatio11 of Luca ; but beginning witl1 that date Hull 

was all wrong. The rea 011 of it i apparent from the tucly of the 

diary. I..1uca "ra of a vai11 ancl en ·itive nature, a11.d tl1e, hole diary 

trum1)ets l1i" own prowe and military ability and u cepLil.>ility to 

flattery. In one place he re1>eats '' l1ow b1 bor es were shot", how 

he ' we11t al1ead a 11 ual ", how • lie wa diverted by the boy dodg

ing bullet '', how a. s a11d l\IcArthur ' lo t their head " at the Ca-
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nard brido-e, ancl the n1e11 callell upon J1i1n to con1n1antl, how eagt>r hl) 

wa~ for the fra}T "'11en lie l1card that 1' '"'cun1--eb an<l 2,0uo Inclian-. 

were arottncl 110,v 11 1 never'· felt any fear '. '"G , <- .. e. 1\ ~ain he uote. 

that he wa" a Briga,li ·r TC11eral of the )l1io 1111l1t1a an(l <.1n1>tai11 in 

the nite(l ._"tate · army·, that on the 25tl1 of pril, he \Vas issuing or

der · to two C<JlliJ)ani ... , that 011 l\Iaj· 5th, he l\•"a:; r •cet\ec1 hy the 

troo1> w1tl1 ., great politen ,~~ ' that on the Gtl1 be· ol'g·anizcd u• iu-

1,ani from'' m, l>rio·acl :) ' that on the 8th 1 (Y\ )lcic:r , a k"'cl hin1 ., .:::> ' 

11ot to lea, e the ar111y, an<l he would ,vrite to tl1e .. eer tn.ry of \\' ar 
• • 

about h1rn, that at tin1e he ,vas di~ci11lining ofti cer~, that on the~ lHth 

ancl 20th ,ov. )Ie1~..;; a1ul ( 101. ('ass pron1iscd h1111 the uon1u1and of 

the lJe t battalion, that on the 5tl1 of ,J nne 11 • • d111e(l "'ith th• Gov

ernor ', that 011 tl1 • 0th, 1apt. \Vl11 tler a11cl other treated l1in1 ,~ 1th 

''l1onor' ancl '' g-reat pol1tcn '', that on the 22nd of .Jun~ h ,va ' 

'·politely,, rec.:e1vcd l>)" ({en. IIull ,Yho <r:tv hi111 c.:0111111a.ncl of sp ic 

aucl a fre h horse t: '"C., &u , and lion-· a ftcr r11ucl1 eoax i ug 11 con ·en t-

ccl to re1nain ,,·it11 tl1 ar111y . 
• 

rrbu the cliary }Jrovc bi nature to l1avc l>een vet,· l1igh strung and 

e11~itiv , that he fatte11ec1 on t11 ·'gr .at 1>ol1t enes " a11d ., bonnr' 

and def rence with which be ,va-; treated, an<l that lie hatl an egot1s-

ticail idea of hath ,vriteo, ere l1i \ n1ilita1) talent .. . " Ili s P11tr. 

of Jul)· 5th el1auge:-- all re! rence~ to th '· ({ nl. ' ancl pro\ ·~ that 

en. II ull aifrouted b1n1, ~vouudccl l111n, cut, hi1n, li.~ bted 111111 1,y re

questing him to withdraw Iron1 tl1e '' I ark c' o tl1at he could talk 

p1 i vat 1 y w i tl1 ,ol. tas'l '' ¥t 110 harl ca111e 111." Tl1is rec1 uc~t of co u rs 

was tantamount to an o rcl er. rrhe Briga<1ier (~eueral of I1l1t1a ancl 
1

a1>tai11 in the . ~' ar1ny lJrusl1e<l a. icle au<l ignored an<l or<lerecl to 

leav " b<'g1n on thi_, (late the entry· al>ont lfnll's 'l{ cping ~ "e. 

cret" fron1 l1i1n ancl ntrie8 of sn J>1c1ot1 autl <listortcd eon ·lu~ions 

,vhi(.;11 fina lly culminate in the CJ>ithct of trench ry, 1111lJcril1t)· , <.t: c. 

If l I nll l1arl rever"e<l bi orclc\r and hatl or<l('r,..tl 1a ·s to lea vc an<l ·011-

fi<le,l the '-,ccret" to L t1ca~ the d , fa1n.aLor:y u1al t "l' of th · tliar) ,v otdc1 

uev<'r 11av • lJecn plagiariz0<l 1Jy 1ass. Of eon rtiC Ilnll tlul not Pxbib

it '· g rc•at politenes~" or <lef "rcncc, l>nt 110 doulJt the ol<l 111nn ,~ .. ~t ex-
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cited as he had ju t heard that the Briti h had captured hi ho. pital 

stores and ick soldier hipped on board the ve el uyahoga. 

ln hi entry of July 23, Luca i ml1ch di tre sed about the ''dally,, 

of the army and the ' da-tardly' evacuation of 1andwich, bl1t he 

doe not me11tion that the '' clally" wa, occa ionecl by the deci ·ion of 

a col1ncil of officer ~,.hereat }lull offered to lead the attack without 

artillery if the olonel ,voulcl an wer for their men. ol. Miller 

aid he woulcl an wer for hi. regular , but the three militia Colonel 

would not. Tl1e order of the ecretary of War to llull gave him the 

di cretiort in attacking ~Ialclen provi<led be thought hi force trong 

enough and could c1o so con i tently with the afety of bi own po t . 

His reply to the ecretary of 1\-r-ar, of July 9th, was that he did not 

con icler hi force tro11g enough. Hi deci ion on thi" point was 

approved both by the Pre iclent ancl the ecretary of War as well as 

all other points up to Augu t 8th and their letters prove it. Forts 

Detroit and Malden were eighteen mile apart. Military men can 

answer whether it wot1lcl have been good tactic to have captured 

Malden, plit the army in two in order to garri on each fort, with the 

Britii:;h fleet menacing both fort and all communication cut off, two 

ht1ndrecl miles from aid, no word or relief coming from head-quarters 

ancl the roac1 in the concli tion de cribed by Gen. Harri on in hi let

ter soon afterwards written and by Luca in his entry of May 31. 

The '' treacheroua imbecile", a Lucas call him, knew enough not to 

be ca1.1ght in such a trap. 

The Cass statement about the 'anadian militia '' de erting by hun

dreds" i not corroborated by Lucas and is proven false by the re

port of the British officers commending the loyalty of the anadian 

militia and by the further fact that the Briti h records how that 

there were no Uourt , l\lartial to try cleserter . 

No doul)t s01ne of the inhabitant did go to Fort Detroit of the 

kind described by L11cas in bi e11try of June 4th, to-wit: '' populated 

by an ignorant set of French that is attached to no particular princi

ple and no calculation to be made on the militia with regard to de

fence." Again he ays, July 15th, '' that a number of deserters from. 
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~lalrlen ,vcre daily coming into camp a11cl olJtaiuing prot ection, ~ on1e 

of wl1on1 be 1,rc. um ~ con1e along a "-})IC fro1n :\Ialcleu into t11c ca1n1> 

and get JJrote<.;tion a11d then r turn witl1 the ne,," to ~lalden." This 

er1try l1ow~ ho,, little aicl ""a afiortlccl the r\.merican · by th'.\ de ~r 

tion " of uc:h a cla of 11eo1)le. 

Again he find fault becau~ !lull di<l 11ot furni ' h 

artillery to be u eel at\., 1>ring ,, .. ell ... \\--hen reque~ ted. 

1apt . nel ling 

The an ,,er is 
that V."ben IIull judged it nete~~ary (to-wit: on the night of the 15th) 

he did tation nelling with a11 artillery d tach1neut at S1,riug ,,.,. 11 

to }Jrevent the Briti.._h Ian ling there. But that 11igl1t the Ir1dian~ 

cro ' ed tl1e river and 'nelling left l1i !)Ost v. 1thout orde1 clragging 

h1 ~ cannon back to the fort a11c1 t}1 next morning tl1e l~ri ti 11 land ·<i 
there without op1>o~ition. 

Again Luca state au erroneou quantit}T of po,,"<ler and ·n1all ar111 · 

surrenclec1, but it 1 uucli p11te,l that the quantity· co1111)ri~ccl all that 

'en. \Vayne left t h er e at tl1e encl of the previou I11<lian v.·ar. '· The 

, mall arm were ru:--ty·, th 110, der ha<l lo L it ... ·t1 cng'tb and th artil-

lel'y carriage 1\ ere rott 11.' Tl1at the q uau tit)' of good po,v{l c1 ,va. 

scarce i · }Jroven 1>y IInl] \· ord }r~ comn1nnicatccl tbrongl1 R oh rl '\"al

lacc to the artill ryn1en to fire '"""ith 111o r) tle]ib 1·ation a. the i ! JlOU1Hl

er" were '' consuming J)O ,~ tler fn. t. · Luca ' ~tn. t en1e11 t t bat the can-

11ouacle <lid but little 111.1 nry, i" cont rarlictecl 1>)' every other e!""e ,Yit

ne: . 111 .;, s tatcn1ent a · to th, n1all u111nl)er of Bri ti 11 antl Ind inns 

is contraclicte<.l · - 1st. Bv the actual count of the garri~o11 at l\1al-
• 

cle11 on tTnly· 1st, as tc tifiecl l>y TJicut. Forbu ·11-820. 2nd. I3j- tl1e 

'"Thite forc.;e 1Jrougl1t by· ( 101 . I>ructo r ,Yheu 11 sUJ> rs =>cl e<l 'ol. ~ t 

eorge in t·omma11cl of Fo1 t Mnlden-3:30. 3rd. I3y· the forc:t' nuder 

'apt . 
1

l1aml1e1 · sent to l\lalden a lJl'O\ cn 1,y :¾ n. Prevost s or<l 1· of 

July 31-250. 4th. By tbc force of 200 ,vI1itc-. H,nd 400 Indian. 

w htch captur ,1 i\Iackinaw July 17 an<l then started for F ort l\!I altlcn 

being at I .. ak . 't. <J air, in the iore 1>art of 1.\.ug·.-G00. 5th. ll)? the 

Brj L1:--lt regular. '"'bo accortling t o 1a · anLl Lnca · a rri\ ed at l i'ort 

J\l aldcn on A.ugn ·L 10- 4 00. Bth. B)" the f urue w hicl1 arri vecl ,,-it11 

Gen. Brock on Augu~t 13, exclu ive of tLe nloha"rl<s-330. 7 th . 
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By tl1e India11 under Tecum eh wl10 met Gen. Brock 1n council 011 

Boi Blanc i land, Augu..,t 14- 1,000. In regarcl to the force under 

Capt. Iiobert. it a1)1>ear that under convoy of the armed Brig ale

clonia, he arrived at Mackinaw J 1.1ly l 7, and captured it. The ve el 

Detroit was al o there, 1.1pon ,vbich Lieut. IIank and hi captured 

garri on were hi}lJ>ed, arrivi11g at Fort D etroit and held under it 

battery on J nly 2G a tated by Luca . 8th. In r egard to the force 

under C1a11t Chamber of 250 with bra," fielcl piece the letter of .en. 

Brock datecl July 25 })rove that he orcl erecl that force to andwich 

to OJ)})O,'e !lull, ancl on the 4th of ugu t they hacl arrived on their 

march a far a the river I ,a Trafich (now the Thame ). 9th. It a1)

pear that everal gun boat and the Queen harlotte de cribed by 

Lucas a a'' 20 gun . hip were there, ancl that the ar1ned ,·e el IIun

ter and Prevo t were al o there; a11d without r eference to th e ale

donia or the D etroit or gun boat Jo. 7, it i afe to ay that the 

Briti~h fl eet menacing the fort con. i..,tecl of three armed e el with 

cre,v aggregating at lea t a hundred . ail or and marine and not one 

American ailor, marine, or hip to oppo e them. 

On the other hancl there wa left of the Michigan militia on the 

day of urre11der onl 150 a te tifiecl by Col. Wat .. on , wl10 wa with 

them and not 300 a" tated by Lucas. All that wa left fit for d1.1ty 

of the 4th R.egiment regulars, as t e tified by 101. 1iller and apt. 

Ea tman, was 260. The army had been depleted by killed, wounded, 

and mis ing in the battle under Maj. D enny, Maj . Van I-lorn, anrl 

(
101. ~1iller at lea t 175 m n. About 60 men were left to garri on 

the fort, and block-hou e b11ilt 011 the r oad from Urbana to D etroit . 

83 " 'ere ca1Jtured on the ves "el uyah oga, 25 were left ick at the 

river Rai in, 500 were absent with the ( 1a detachment, the ick of 

the 4th l egimeut n11n1berecl 85 and the ame IJr opor tion of ick exi t

eu in the militia regiment . The 57 men who came on the boat D e

troit from ~Iauki11aw were on })arole and oonlcl not aicl. The fort 

wa cro"·cl ed witl1 decrepit men, wom en, and children who were of no 

u e. ,vbether the number of Hull' force wa. a tated by hi Adju

tant J e up, l1etween 7 50 and 050, o r whether a "' stat ed by a · and 
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11 n 
I .. u<·a at 1060. i~ not ,T ry mat rial o long a· Br1 tisli and a 11acl ian 

recor<l,. a ·ollcctecl by th late Gcu. ,Jo ph ,,7 11 elcr al,~olnt >ly 

prove that II ull' force wa Olttnumb •reel lJy the Br1t1 11 and Inclians 

more thau fiv to one. 

A ccor<ling to Lu ·a th1 '' army ' on the l 2tl1 cla} of Augu t , nR 

ituate<l a · follow : ' · the arrny· i in a perilou~ ituation, the Briti h 

are being 1e-111forced. the communicatio11 cut ofl', J>ro 1-.,1011 · ·hort, 

urroundec1 by ho t of avage · and all arJ})ear c:. clark.' 

"\\ .... hat 1 •al]ecl t l1 '' D ctr oi t a rm)"' in f aet never wa" an army. 

It wa an expedition, about th ,1ze of a regiment, orgar11zecl i11 a time 

of 1>eace, w1tl1out a rtillery, to 1,rotcct D et101t and the borcler from 

ln<lian . ,var wa declared on J ur1e 18th while tl1i. ex1>ccl1t1011 wa 

i11 the big ·wamp ; and 1n \Vashington on }>aper the expecl1t1011 "a. 

dubb d an '' army ' , c>..r)ectetl to wrest JJper 1auada and 1t lak s 

from the 1,0 "e io11 of the Brit.1, h regulari, ana<lia11 n1ilitia, l1alf a 

dozen tribe of h o tile Inclian a11d I>owerful llriti 11 fl eets. One 

cha1acter1, tic of Ilull was exce ive caution a· cl1ronicl d l>y LucaA 

an<l a JJroven notably by hi conduct in com1nan<l of tl1c rear g uarcl 

of 'cbuyler'f-- r etreat ancl the a<l\ ance lines at '\r alley F orge. All that 

i claimed for him i not that be wa a g reat 1nil1tary comn1and0r l,ut, 

that be wa · an h one t olcl Rol<lier wl10 unwilling ly accc1>ted co1umancl 

of the Detroit expedition and <lid tl1e best. h e could under t h e circum-
tances. 

I t may be that Luca · write: the truth about him -elf 011 ,Ju] y 12, 

when ' ' lie cot1ld riot endur to be beb1ud '', that he wa~ '' a1nong the 

fir t to land in anada' , that '' myself ru bed in to tl1e ,voocl" '\ that 

he '' went on in front as uRual ", that h '' courecl th woocl ', that 

he '' ru hed ' and '~ ru ·l1e<l " a11cl '' 1>laccd n1:r"elf at tl1c l1eacl in the 

front g uard '', but it r--ecn1~ i-.tra.ugc that ~uch a 11 r o uev r was in, 1t <1 

to lJ pre~enL at the counci ls of the offi · r s . J>erhaJJ ·, 11 0\vcvcr, they 

d1cl not like bi-.. tatement · o f July lvth that a R ancl bi. army , as 

confu eel at the tar1arcl briclge, t hat. l1e l' ,,,a vexetl to "'ee nten aucl 

offi cers in uch confu ion", that li e ,vn. ·' call <1 U}JOll l)y the men to 

take c:ommand but refn c1 ,,, and t l1at tl1e '' fa11lt ,va~ that of tLe o ffi -
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cers ", and on Augu t 5th that the '' men retreated in a dastardly 

manner", and on Augt1 t 10 that he could have done better with a 

dozen men than they did with the whole of two companies. 

Any lawyer will concede that Hull did not defend him elf at all be

fore the Court 1:artial after his fir t a1>peal for the full aid of a law

yer was denied. May be hi trouble had broken hi pirit omewhat, 

for it will b e remembered that a hort time b efore the ourt Martial 

was ordered his son apt. Abram Hull was killed by a Briti h bayo

net thrt1st while leading hi company at the battle of Lundy' Lane. 

The Lucas diary on the ,vhole i a narrow-minded IJroduction evinc

ing great sl1allowne of comprehension. Ile endeavor to impart the 

idea that Hull wa a '' treacherou imbecile", ' leeping off wine," 

and doing nothing; but every other eye witne contradict him. It 
is undisputed that until the morning of the 1 Gth h e attended to all hi 

duties in the usual manner. 

On the morning of the 16th, having pa . ed a leeple nig ht, he 

stoo<l on the 1>ara1)et of the f ort. After"-.-ard he wa around the fort 

in an<l out of it on foot and on h or eback giving order to the artil

lerymen, very nervo11 and agitated and anxiou , e pecially after the 

two officers were killed i11 the fort. Hi on apt. Abram II ull at 

nine o'clock was orcl eri11g oldier back to tl1eir r egin1ent and ql1ar

relling with their "-0lo11el who had g ive11 tl1em leave of ab ence. 

While tl1e attack ,,.,a g·oing on lie eut two letter t o G c 11. Brock a k

ing tl1at the attack be sn 1>ended a11 h our 1>ending 11eg·otiatio11s for 

surre11der. (The historian . l\tl. Burto11 of D etroit n ow ha" p o e -

sion of those letter . ) H e ,vaited 1111t il the last moment, until all ho1>e 

of the retur11 of the (.'la\.; cl etachmeut wa gone, u11til the Briti .. h white 

troops were organized i11 l)latoons 111 1)0 itio11 t o control the Indian 

a11cl at last he accepted Brock 's pledge of protcctio11 from the I11dian 

a11d surre11tlered, saying that he did it to l'revent a ma "acre. 

The entry in t he Lucas diary upon tbi" poi11t i igniticant, t o-wit : 

, ,,.r11e Indians was not sl1ffered to go into the fort." 

F onT Ev,v ARD, N Y 
.August 16th, 1906 
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