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THE '.ALI E L.,\.. D RANT 

, v hat i"' k nown in I oYva hi'" tory a the aline Lancl rant 

~·a not intended lJy ongre to be u. ed directly £or educa

tional 1)ur110 e . By an act of ongr~uu, tlJ)J)l'O'Ved :\-[arch 

3, 1 --1 .:; the 1. T ational government g ranted to the Htate of 

Jc)~ a .for it 1,se all alt- pring lrithin the limit f the 
tate, not to exceed t,,,el\ e in numl er, together ,,rith ix 

ecti<>n of land adj oining or a nearly contiguou lt , JlO ible 

to each. The e J)ring and the adj oini11g land ,,~ere to be 

electecl l)y tb e l egi lature within one )Tear after the admi -

sjon of I owa into the nion, and were then to be u ed on 

·uch term and condition , and under uch r egulation as 

the l egislature hould provicle. O11e l)rovi ion of the act 

,, a that the General A emlJly should ne\"e.r lea P or sell 

thi land and the alt s1)rings for a longer l)eriod than ten 

ear at a time \vi thout the con ent 0£ Cong1~es ·. 1 

On F ebruary 24, 1 47, the General A sembly authorized 

the (rovernor to a1)point a11 agent for the pu11)ose of select

ing the e lands.2 Governor Briggs a1)pointed Mr. J ohn 

Brophy, "Tho made the selection and ubmit ted them to 
the Governor, by ,vhom they " rer e a1)proved. 

l\1r. Brophy elected eventy -t wo sections of these land 

and ubn1itted the li t t o the i_ ecretary of the Interior. But 
1 United States Statutes at Lar(Je, Vol. V , pp. 780-790. 

e Laws of Iowa, 1846, pp. 126-127. 
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It "Ta mentioned abov"e that ongre s in gra11ti11g the 

saline land to the 
1

tate p1·0,Tided that the Cieneral .1.1 . 111-

l)ly hould ne,7 er lea e or ell them at any· one ti111e for a 

longer period than· ten year ,,11.thout the co11 ent of 1on

gre . 'fhe General .l\.. ~e111bly pa ed a joint re olt1tion 

J anuar; 24 1 51, rec1ue ting Io\'\Ta ~' enator a11d l e1)re

, entative in 
1
ongre to tu·ge the pa sage of a la,v author

izing the :reneral ..1.\. embly to ell and di 110 e of th alin 

land lJ :)longing to the "tate in uch manner and at su h 

price, not to be le than , '1. 2 5 per acre, a the eneral s
sem bl)T 111ight deem expedient. 1 

A a re ult 0£ this action, ongre , by an act approvecl 

11ay 27, 1 52, granted the twel\·e salt pring and six ec

tion" contiguou ther to to the "tate in fee in11)le t be dis

posed of, and the l)roceeds to be ap1 lied a the legi latt1re 
might direct. 2 

Thu the saline grant became the pro11erty of the ~ tate, 

to be di po ed 0£ as clirected by the legislature. During 

the next ten years even different act '"'ere pa sed relative 

to the di po al of thi land. The fu·st 0£ the e, pa ed Feb

ruary 5, 1851, provided that the aline la11ds should be old 

by the same officer as though they were a part of tho e lands 

set a ide for the improvement 0£ the Des l\Ioines River. 

The })roceed 0£ the ales ,,;rere to constitute a fund 101-

founding and sup1)orting a lunatic as)T lum, exce1)t that 

$5, 000 of the principal ,,,.as to be placed at the dispo al of 

the uperintendent of Public Instruction3 £or the use 0£ the 

1 Laws of Iowa, 1850, p. 24.G. 
2 United ~tates Statutes at Larye, Vol. X, p. 7. 

• Laius of I owa, 1860, pp. 227-220 

• 
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College of Phy icians and urgeons at Keokuk. The Reg
ister of the tate Land ffice repo11ed, howe\ne1~ that there 

were no ales made t1nder thi act. 
On January 22, 1853, an act of the General .c\. embly 

wa a1)pl'0\1 ed, providing that the ~aline land hould be olcl 
by the ame officer and under the ame regulation a though 
they formed a portion of the chool lands of the tate. 

The proceeds ~"ere to be paid into the tate Trea ury. 1 

The next law relative to thi land wn enacted January 
25, 1 55. It provided that from the time ,vhen it "hould 
take effect, all school, saline, and university land hould be 
sold in accordance ,,·ith a J)lan set forth in the act, "-hich 
was practically the same a the plan £or selling the ixteenth 
section land. The act also required the Board of Trustees 
0£ the Univer ity to elect a Treasurer, and to him the tate 
Treastu·er was to deliver over all moneys, books, note , and 
other papers in hi possession and belonging to the uni \Ter-

sity or saline funds. 2 

The Fifth General A sembly, at an extra e sion, enacted, 

July 14, 1 56, that all money arising from the sale 0£ the 
saline lands of the "tate, whether in the hands 0£ the Treas
urer of tate or any other per on, should be ap1)ropriated 

to the 1 tate Insane As)1lu1n at l\Iount Plea ant. 3 

Two years later, l\tiarch 23 1838, an act ,ras appro·red 
repealing the section of the act of July 14, 185G, which ap
})ropriated the proceeds from the ale of saline lands £or the 

construction 0£ the Insane Asylum.4 

1 Laws of Iowa, 1852, pp. 120-127. 
2 Laws of Iowa , 1854, pp. 200-201. 

8 Laios of Iowa, Extra Session, 1850, pp. 90-91 

•Laws of I owa, 1858, p. 203. 
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1\.n act l)a. ~eel )farch 2 G l 6 at1thoriz >cl the 1ol111t) 

Judge ,111cl 1ounty Tr a t1r r tc) ell the . ali11e la11cl ~. Th ' 
l)o'n·er ve ted in the )._ 'chool ]'u11cl '01111ni · ic>ner 1)) the act 

0£Jauuru~y25, 1 55, relati\"·etothe aleot alinelar1tl Yr re 

to be ,-e:tecl ir1 and exerci ed b}., the 1ot1nt}~ J t1clge antl 
1ount}T ,.rrea urel\ l 

'rhe final cli 1)0 iti 011 of the )._ .. ali11e La11cl , rant '"'a." 1nad 

l)y au act of the legi --lature }Ja eel 1\. l)ril 2, 1 · Gt ancl ta1~ -

ing effect lay 9 1 60. B)r thi act the aline laucl ... and 

fund n ere a1)1)ro1)riated to the i..'tate lTui\-er it)' to l)ecome 

a })art of the 1) rmanent ft1ucl of that in, titutio11. Bt1t £ro111 

thi tli 1)0 al of the funcl, r . er\.,atiou \\ as 111acle that the 
Boarcl 0£ T1·ustee of the 1.:-ni\~er ity coultl ex1)e11cl Ollt of the 

, aline ft1ncl an aruot1nt uot to ex eel RS 00 £or co1111)l ting 

and f t1rni hing a builcling erected £or a ' boarcling hall , 

and a further amount not exceecling , ·5, 000 i11 re1)airing aucl 

r fitting the main lJuiltling of th ni1ter it}r a11d iu 11t1r

cha, iug nece , ary a1)11aratt1 for i11 truction in the in ·titt1tion. 2 

..tl.S a re ult 0£ thi lalv the ~ 'aline Land Grant ,,ra, lefi
nitel)- a11d finally clivertecl by the legi. latt1re to the 1.-"tate 

ni ver it)T Ft1ncl. Fro1n thi time it ''"a, i11 eiYect th am 

as if the Federal government ha<l. originally 1uacle it a an 
educational grant. 

Hoon after~'{ard a <1t1e. tio11 aro e a to \\"hether the e 
lancls 11Tere to be olcl and ce1·tifietl b:y,. the Board 0£ Trt1stee 

of the ni ver ity or bJ .. the Cot1nty Judge and Trea t1rer . 

Thi l t1estion was settlec1 by the legislature in an act ap
l)roved l\farch 25, 1 '64. The . aline land were by it placecl 

1 Laws of I oioa, Revision. of 1860, pp. 315-310. 
2Laws of I oioa, Revis1on of 18G0, pp. 3-1:0-3 17. 
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under the control and management 0£ the Board 0£ Tru tee 

0£ the Diver ity '' a fully a if the ame ""ere a part of the 

grant of land known as the niv·er ity Land . '' They 
,,~ere to be sold by the Board in the same manne1· and under 

the arne re trictions a the ni ver ity Grant land . 1 

""1.,.hen the Board of Trustees of the Tniver ity was super

seded by the Board of Regent , a above noted in the treat

ment of the Univer ity Grant, the rules and regulation ap 
plying to the care and sale 0£ that grant also applied to the 
saline grant. 

The following table shows the amount 0£ saline lands 

patented during the succe ive biennial periods: 

TABLE NO. rx1 

NO ACRES PATENTED 
DATE OF REPORT DURING BIENNilJ~ 

May 14, 1855 • • • • • 5,020.48 

November 14, 1856 • • • • 5,061. 34-

December 1, 1857 • • • • 2,504.48 

November 7, 1859 • • • • 1,811.10 

November 6, 1861 • • • • 1,280.00 

November 16, 1863 • • • • 8,681 . 51 

November 16, 1865 • • • • 10,827.38 

November 12, 1867 • • • • 2,032.29 

November IO, 1869 • • • • 1,11-5.09 

November 1, 1871 • • • • 1,120.00 

ovember 1, 1873 • • • • 640. 00 

November 1, 1875 • • • • 880. 00 

October I, 1877 • • • • • 880. 00 

October 1, 1879 • • • • • 433. 52 

October 1, 1881 • • • • • 700.00 

July 1, 1883 • • • • • 0 

1 Laws of Iowa, 1864, pp. 84-86. 
1 Report of the Register of the State Land Office, 1857-1881, and Report of the 

Secretary of State (Land Department), 1883-1906. 



KO. ACRE PATENT! D 
lJATE OF ltEPORT DURI!\G- DIE~Sfl )! 

July 1, 1885 • • • • • l 60. 00 

July 1, 1887 • • • • • 40.00 

July 1, 1889 • • • • • 40.00 

July 1, 1891 • • • • • 5GO. 00 

July 1, 1803 • • • • luO. 00 

July I, 1805 • • • • 701.8:2 

. J11ly 1, 189i • • • • • 1 20. 00 

July 1, 18U9 • • • • • 0 

July 1, 1901 • • • • • 80. 00 

July 1, 1903 • • • • 0 

July 1, 1905 • - • • 0 

Tot(tl • • • • • 4U,l39.0l 

Amount un1Jate11te<l • • • 1,815.68 

4i,955.29 

Error or du1)lication • • • 1,752.76 

Amount of grant • 46,202.53 

One hould guard again .. t b lie~ing that the ntire amount 

of the saline lancl "~as t1 ed for ni 'ler ity u 111)ort. It 

sho11ld be rem em l)ered that act were pas ed l)l'O\"iding for 

their u e fi1·st £or one 1>ur110 e and then £or another. I t wa 
not u11til 1860 that ,vhat was left of this grant ,va turned 
i11to the channel of ui~ersity st1ppo1i . By that elate a 

large number of acres had been l)atented, and a rnuch larger 
numbe1· had been sold. Thomas H. Benton, Jr. , ·aid in 

1 67 that '' in the settlement made with the Board in the 
autumn of 1860, they recei\7 ed of the proceeds ;9,0G4.64 in 
ca h, ancl <i/20,507.10 i11 notes, making · 29,571.74, inclt1d
ing the ~·10 000 a1)J)I'OJ)riated £or bt1ildings and a1)l aratus, 

lea ,ring a net balance of ,:· 19, 5 71. 7 4 and the t1n~olcl lauds to 
be added to the l Tniversity fund-the whole estimate(l 1Jy 

• 



the Board at the time at, '31 0 17. 1. 1 ~fr. B enton tated 

that the amount of land un old at that time and con equent

ly tt1rned O\ er to the l Tniver ity wa 4 57 . 43 acre . 

..£\.ccording to a letter receiy·ed from the lerk of the Iowa 

tate Land Office, .L\.ugu t 6 190G there were at that date 

1,409,,99 acres of the aline grant land un old. 

TIIE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE GR T 

I t has bee11 the l)olicy of the F ederal government to en

courage and aid in the e tabli hment and maintenance 0£ 
colleges 0£ agriculture and the mechanic a1i in the variou 

tate of the Union. This policy was fir t outlined in an 

act of ongres a1)provecl July 2 1 62 -r;·hich provided £01· 
clonations of public land to the se\ .. eral tates and Territo

ries -n·hich might -found colleges £or the teaching 0£ branche 

of learning related to agriculture and the mechanic art . I t 

g ra11tecl to the several i.. tates an amount of land uch that 

each i..'tate should recei,Te a quantity ecrual to 80 000 acre 

for each '1enator and R epresentative in Congre to " rhich 

the 1·e pective tate were entitled unde1· the cen u of 1 60. 

There was a provision that no mineral land hould be elect

ed or purcha eel under this act. The lands, after being sur

veyed, were to be appo1tioned to the several tate in ec

tions or subclivisions of not les than one-fourth of a section. 

The quantity of land to "Thich any tate wa entitled was to 

be selected from any of the public lands in that State, sub

ject to private entry at ~l. 25 p er acre. ,Vhe1·e there was 

not n. sufficient c1uantity 0£ such land in any tate to furnish 

the number of acres to 1'1hich the tate ,vas entitled unde1~ 

1 Benton's Historical Sketch of the State University of Iowa, pp. 28-29. 

• 



FEDER.t\..L AID TO ED 1ATIO ... .,. I .A..,. IO,\".r\ 11 

hi.· grant, the ",ecretar)-r £ the Interior ,,,a tlir cte(l t( i ~ne 

l1fficie11t la11d criJ) to make u1) the defici llC)1 of tl1rt ~ tat '~ 

hare. Thi cri1) ,ra to be olcl ancl the J>roc ~ jcls fro111 

uch ale "" re to be u eel for the 11ur1)0 for ,, hicl1 he gr,111t 

,,,.a macle. 

11 money cleri \•ed £ro1n the ale of tl1e~fl l ,111cl ~ or . eri l) 

it 11ch were i uecl, ,·ra to be i11\·e tecl in toe]'" of the 

nit d ~.,tate , or of the ... 'tate or 0111e otb r "- afe toe] .. , 

)rielcling not le tha11 fi \1e per cent u 110n th l)ar ,,.alue of 

t1ch tock ; ancl the mone) o in\~e ted ,,ra to co11 titute a 

permanent fl111d of ,,·hich the ca1)ital bot1lcl remain frJre,·er 

unclimini, heel. The intere t 0£ thi · fund ,, .. a to be i11\·iola

lJl)~ a1)1>ro1)riatecl ''to the enclo,v111ent, ,"' t1111)ort, ancl n1ai11te
nance 0£ at lea t one coll ge where the leacli11g ol)ject l1all 

lJe, v;1ithot1t excll1tli11g other cientific and cla ical tt1clie , 
ancl including military tactic to tench tich l)ranche of 

learning a are related to agriculture and the 1nechanic nrt. , 

in uch manner a the legi latt1re of the ",tat 1ua~r re l)ect

i ,~el}" pr~e cril)e in order to l)l'Omote the lilJeral a11d I racti

cal education 0£ the indt1 trial clas "'es i11 the e1.Teral 1)urs11it 

and 11rofe 'ion in life.' ' 1 

To make sure that the entire I roceeds from these lauds 

should be ap11lied, without any climint1tion ,,·hatev·er, to the 

11t1r110 es mentioned abov·e it \1{as l)ro,·icled that all ex1>cu e 

of ma11agement, su1)eriutencl ence u.nd taxes £ron1 the elate or 

t he sel ection 01 the laucl s u11til they houlcl be olcl, an l all 

ex1)en e incurred in the manageme11t ancl di burse111e11t or 
the mones's recei·{eu £ron1 such ale shoulcl be 11aid out 0£ 
the Trea urie of the ~ tate to ,vhich the e land shot1ld be-

1 Uniled States Statutes at Large, Vol. XII, pp 503-505. 
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long. Further, if any pa1i 0£ the fund in,ested or any 0£ 
the interest thereon should by any action or contingency be 

dimini hed or lo t, it ,vas to be replaced by the tate, o 

that the CaJ)ital might remain forev·er undimini hed. The 
a11nual interest was to be regt1larly applied 1'1ithout diminu

tion to the endolrment, sup11ort, and maintenance of at lea t 

one agricultural college, exce1Jt that a sum not exceeding ten 
per cent upon the amount 1~ecei ved by a tate under this act 
1night be expended £or the purcha e 0£ land £or sites or ex
pe1unental £arms, "rhenever the legislature of the tate might 

authorize it. o J)Ortion of the permanent fund, nor the 
interest on it, was to be applied either cfu·ectly or indirectly, 
under any pretense w hatsoeve1~ to the pm·cha e, erection, 
preservation, or re1)air 0£ any building or building . 

Thi grant was to inure to any tate only in ca e such 
tate should provide at lea t one agricultural college within 

five year after claiming the benefit of the pro vi ions of the 
act. 

Under the conditions laid down in thi act, I owa according 
to the census of 1860, being entitled to eight enator and 
Representatives in Cong1·ess, "1as entitled to two hundred 
and forty thousand ac1·es of land, upon complying with the 
ret1uirements under 1'1hich the grant was made. An act of 
the legislature making J)ro~sion for the founding 0£ a tate 
Agricultural College had already been passed (l\Iarch 22, 

185 ), 
1 

so Iowa was ready to immediately take advantage of 
this grant from the Federal government. Accordingly, the 
General Assembly, being convened in extra session, passed 
an act, apJ)roved eptember 11, 1862, accepting the lands, 

1 Laws of Iowa, 1858, pp. 173-179. 

• 
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right , 1)O,y·er , and })rivilege granted to and co11f :1rred lll)Oll 

the 
1

tate of l o1'Ta by the act of ( 1O11gre cli ct1 eel above, 

and u1)on the term condition , and re triction co11tai11 cl 
i11 that act. The Governor wa authoriz cl a r1cl r c1 uir 1 to 

a1)1)oint a 101nmi ioner to elect and locate thi lancl u11Ller 
s11ch re triction a the , O\.,.er11or hould c.lirect. But 0 111 v· 

~ 

so mail)" acre ,~.rere to be electecl i11 :111., cot111t} n there 

1night be i11 . t1ch county ubject to '.)11tr)T at ~l. 25 }) ~r acr 

O'ter a11d abo~:e t he uum1)er ot acre' of ,va1n1) land ele ' t
e(l in uch cot111t.)r; n11d no lantl electecl as . ,, a111 p la11cl 
""ere to lJe . electecl lJ)T this ,oru111i .. , io11er. 

The li . ., t of el ctio11 ;; o 111acle 1Jy thi-;; Co1umi. io11er ,1ta 
to be 1·e1)orted to the overnor and by hir11 ln,id before th 

Board of Trt1 tee of the Io,,Ta 1 tate .L\.gric11ltl1ral oll ge 
and Farm. "'\\Then a1)1)ro, eel lJJ" the1n, 1nea 11r ,,t re to be 

taken to ha \·e the land ,. elected certified to tb Stnte lJ)- the 
1 

ecretarJ" of the Interior. Thi act n1)1)ropriatecl one thcJt1· 
and dollar or o much 0£ that amount as 1uight be n ces
ary to meet the expense 0£ carrying out it pro,ri io11 .1 

nder thi act, P eter l\i!elend)T, of Blackbawl 1ou11t.)7 , 

"Ta appointed to select and locate the la11cl . Ile made the 
selections in the latter 11art of the year 1 63, ancl they ,vere 
a1)I rO\"'ed b}1 the 1ecretary of the Interior D ecember 13, 1 64-. 

Land selected ,,rithin railroad limit was approved at double 
the \"alue of other land; 35,691.66 acre 0£ these 'double 
minimt1m ' lands Yvere selected, and being cretlited n,t dou bl 
valt1e, ,vere acce1)tecl by the8tate as 71,383.82 acres. ""\Vhen 

the e land are thus con idered the total t1uantity 0£ la11d 
received l1nder this grant is 240 000. 96 acres. 

1 Laws of I owa, Exlra. ession, 1882, pp. 25-2G. 
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The following table gi ,res the location of thi land by 
counties, tating the number of acre within and without 
the railroad limit , and the total amount: 

COO. 'TY 

Beuna Vista 

Calhoun 

Cherokee 

Clay . 

• 

• 

• 

D1ckinson . 

Emmet . 

Greene • 

Hamilton . 

llumboldt . 

• 

Kossuth 

Lyon 

O'Brien 

Palo Alto 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Pocahontas . 

Plymouth 

Sac • 

Sioux . 

Webster 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Winnebago . 

,voodbury . 

Worth 

Wright 

Error 

• 

• 

• 

Total 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T..ABLE :ro. x1 

AAfT IN R . R, 
LI?illT 

1,765.33 

3,068.00 

2,249.62 

4,178.65 

2,481.50 

5,212.32 

3,549.04 

1,760.00 

320. 00 

3,249.72 

3,201.17 

4,645.45 

10. 86 

35,691.66 

OUT IDE R. R. 
Ll.l!IT 

4,072.25 

8,719.42 

5,159.67 

16, G4S. 99 

3,063.13 

3,42 6.55 

84,198. 29 

1,120.00 

1,600.00 

27,718.14-

2,082.60 

1,280.00 

2,429.75 

6,902.29 

196.56 

168,617.64 

1 Report of the Register of th~ State Land Office, 1865, pp. 129- 130. 

TOT..lL 

5,837.58 

3,068.00 

2,249.62 

8,719.42 

5,159.67 

16, 64-8. 99 

4,178.65 

2,481.50 

3,063.1 3 

8,638.87 

84,198.29 

1,120.00 

1,600.00 

27,718.14 

3,549.04 

3,842.60 

320. 00 

1,280.00 

3,249. 72 

2,429.75 

10,103.46 

196.56 

4,645 45 

10.86 

204,309.30 

• 
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On )!arch 2 , 1 ()±, th re "a a1)1)ro\· cl a11 a t of i.h 

eneral ..t\. embl)- \'.\: hich for111nll) gra11t cl t<> th I Olva "1 t,lte 

Agricultural Col]ege, , it11at 1cl 011 the .i.\ gricultt1ral I◄ ar111 i11 

~tory Count)"' Io"'"a th laucl ·arried 1Jj tl1e gra11t of Jul)" 
2, 1 ti 2. B:y· this act tl1 intere.--t on the 11rocee<l. ari 'ing 
from the ale 0£ the e la11cl , or tl11y 11art thereof a11cl tl1 

rent accrt1i11g from the lea e of an} of ucl1 la11cl , ,, r a1)

JJro1)ri,1ted t the 11do,,·111 nt, . UJ) J)01t and 111ai11tena11 )e c,f 
the college UJ)On the term co11clition ancl re tricti 11~ con
t,1i11ed in the act of '011gre 111aki11g the grant, a11tl ul ject 
to . uch condition._ ancl re~trictio11 a .. ft1 tur legi latl1r of 
l o\1-a 1night i1n })O e. Th Boarc.l of 'l.,rli. tee"' 0£ th.) -'-\.gri
ct1ltural 1ollege ,v·ere authori½ec.l to ell i1ll of the P la11d i11 
. l1ch tract or l)arcels, ancl to t1ch J)art)r or p,1rtie',; , ancl 
UJ on uch tern1 of 1)a)7 n1eut a thes· 111ight clee1n I ro1)er aud 

for the be t intere t of the i11 titutiou. 'l'o the l)t1rcha er 
of a11y J)a11i of the e land , the Pre iclent 0£ th ollege a11({ 

Farm wa to i t1e a certificate, counter ig11ec.l 1 )'"' th ~ 'eel' -
tary of the Board of 'fru t e stati11g the £act l)f l)urchu e, 
to whom old, cle criJ)tion 0£ the land ter1u 0£ 'al , ancl 
the amount I aid for it. l)OD the 1)ro1)er J)re entation of 
this certificate, 11ro1)erly enclorsecl to tl1e Regi ter i the 
"tate Lan l Office, if ft1ll l)a)7 Ul nt of the J l1rcl1n. e 1110 11e:y· 

had been made, the Regi ter ""as to i ue a patent for th 
land. 

Tot 1nore than ten })er cent of the entire grant ,,Ti1 to l)e 
sold in this mannsr by the Board of Trt1 ·tee 11reviot1 to the 
fir t day 0£ April 18GG, ancl none of it ,,,.a to lJe solc1 by the 
Board £or l P, s than one c.1ollar J)er acre. 1 

1 Laws of Ioioa, 18G4, pp. 148-151. 
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Thi act al o authorized the T1·u tee to lea e £or a term 
of ten or more year , any 0£ the e land . The le ee 0£ such 

land was to pay six per cent per annum intere t on the 
appraised value of the lands leased, -with the pri,Tilege of 

purcha ing the ame at the expi1'ation of the lea e at the 
apprai ed \ ... alue at the date 0£ the lea e. Thi apprai ed 
value was not to be le s than 1. 25 per acre. In case the 
les ee should fail to pay the intere t on his lea e within ix 
months after it became due he was to forfeit hi lease, with 
all the improvements thereon, to the College. 

A11 the J)roceeds of the lands thl1 sold, exce1)t ten per 
cent thereof, were to be inve ted in stock of the United 

tates, or of Iowa, or other safe tocks, yielding not le 
than :fi,.re per cent upon the par value of uch tocks. The 
interest or increase arising from such inve tment or so much 
of it as might be neces ary, wa to be applied to the support 
and maintenance 0£ the College and Farm. 

The Registe1· of the tate Land Office reported Tove111-
ber IG, 1865, that none of the lands had been sold ab olute
ly, but that 45,504.82 ac1·es had been leased of which the 
appraised valuation was 9,558.771 

Exactly t,vo years after the appro,ral of the act discus ed 
above, the Eleventh General Assembly passed another act, 
appro,1 ed 11arch 29, 1866, regulating the sale and lease 0£ 
lands belonging to the I owa tate Ag1·icultural College. It 
was provided that none of these lands should be old for a 
less sum than fifty per cent above the !)rices at ".,hich each 
piece respectiv·ely had been apprai ed in the year 1 65. But 
any land could be sold by the pu1~cha .. er paying one-fourth 

1 Rei>ort of the Register of the State Land Office, 1805, p. 130. 



at the ti111e or the ._ale, aucl the bt1la11 ·"' at a.111., ti111 \Yithi11 
• 

te11 )7ear from tl1e claJ'" of ~ale, th 1>11rcha. lr t > })n)r ig l1 t 
})er cent i11t lre t, J>a} al)le an11t1all.r., i11 a<.l v,111c:e, 011 tl1e cl lf )r-
1• .. cl I a,.,rnent. .L\.11.v fail11re to la)., i11tere'-) t 01· })riuciJ)al \Vitl1-
i11 i.\:ty cla.) (1£ter it lJecn111e clt1e ,va tt1 cnt1 e tl1e J)l1rc]1a --er 

to forfeit all clai1n to th lancl a~ ,,1 )11 :1 tl1at 1,c,r ti,)11 of 
1Jri11ci1)al a11cl i11tere t alrea<l)r J)aicl 011 the J)lll' ·l1a-...e. 

1\u \ of the lancl co11ltl 11r1cler tl11 · a ·t l)e lea eel i11 t1111<)n11 t , " 
11ot to exceecl one ht111clrecl a11c1 '"' i:~t)T acre to n11\· 011e 111a11 

• • 

fl>r a ter1l1 Il <Jt to exceecl ten . ear . 'fl1e l e"' ee ,, a. to 1)a) 

iu [tCl\"·ance i11tere tat tl1e rate of eigl1 t J)er cent l)er a,11nt1111 

u1)011 t,he })rice ()t the lancl: the l)rice of "hich ,,-a, 111aclt1 

fitt)., l)er cent at1c1itiona,l to the 1>rice at ,vl1ich it hacl 1)e 11 

a1)J)rai~ed j11 1 ["\ G5. The lt1.· ee f,1i liug to 11ny the i11tere. t 0 11 

his lea e ,\ ithin ·ixty clay from the tiu1e it ,,Ta d t1e, ,,·a," t() 
forfeit hi l tase together ,rith all i11tere 'i nlreacly paitl ancl 
the in11)ro·veme11t 011 tl1e lancl. 1 

The rl'ru tee. \\ ere e1111)0\\·erecl to a1 l)Oint age11 t. to rnrr~r 
ot1t the J)ro,·i<.;jou<; of thi ~ net, ancl tho e of tl1e net of :\Ial'ch 
29 18G4 lvhich ,,rere riot re1)ealecl by thi one. IIon. G. 

,\' . Ba. ett ,, a. UJ)})Ointed ueh agent. In a, 1·e11ort ,·v}1ich 

he made in I 69, he ga"·e the total nt11uber of acre lea etl 
to ~e1)te1nber 30 1 69, as :?04, 05G. n9. 'I'he a1)1 rai eel , .. al
uation of thi · land ,vas $.J 7,608.59, or '2. 39 })er acre. 2 

On :\larch 19, 1 '74, an act f the G 11eral 1\. · en1bl57 1ra 

a111)ro\·ecl, y~rhich al1thorize<l the I3oarll of 'fru tee' to rene,v 

lea ·es, for a term 11ot exceecling ten ) ear from the elate of 

1 Laws of I oiua, 180G, pp. 02-64. 
2
Report of the State Agricultural Colleoe and Fatnt, 1870, pp. 70-71, 111 Legisla

tive Docu,nents, 1870, Vol. II. 
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reneYfal, and making uch lands u bj ect to a e men t for 

taxation at the end of ten year from the date of the original 

lease.1 

rren }-ears later, farch 27, 1 4, an act of the legi lature 

"Ta approv-ed, differing but little from that of l\Iarch 19 

187 4. The Tru tee were empowered to till £111·ther extend 

lea e , and to continue elling Agricultural ollege land , on 

practically the ame term and condition as had been pre

viou ly the ca e.2 

On l\Iarch 28, 1 , -!, there wa ap1)ro,ed an act "-hich pro

vided thnt the Boar(l 0£ Tru tee hot1ld con i "'t of one per

son from each congre ional di trict 0£ the tate, elected by 
the General A embly, to erve £or a term of L"'<: year . 

J either the President nor any other officer or employee of 

the ollege and Farm nor any member of the General A -
seml)ly was to be eligible to the office of Tru tee. 3 

By an act a !)proved l\Iarch 2 , 1 9 , the Go\-ernor and 

uperintendent of Public In truction were made ex-officio 

mem be1·s of the Board 0£ Trustees. 4 

'£he following table hows the number of acre of this 

grant })atente<.l clt1ring each biennial l)eriod: 

TABLE NO. XI5 

DATE OF REPORT 

November 10, 1869 

ovember 1, 18'71 

November 1, 1873 

1 L aw3 of Io1oa, 1874, p. 93. 
2 Laws of Iowa, 1884, pp. 80-82. 
3 Laws of Iowa, 1884, pp 84-86. 
4 Laws of Iowa, 1898, p. 46. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

ACRES PA.TENTED DlJRlNO BIENNI UM 

• • 

• • 

160.00 

3 242. 60 

2,085. lG 

rs Report of the Regi~ter of the State Land Ogice, 1860-1881, and Report of the 
Secretary of State (Land Department), 1883-1905. 

• 
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DATE OF REPORT ACRES P..\.TE"i:TED urnt~G BIE~~I U ( 
- eniber 1, ] -.. 

13,4 18.51 J.: 0 10 • • • • 

Octo lJer 1, IS'ii • • • • • 10,775.61 
OctoLer 1, 1879 • • • • • 1,.1,10. 00 
October 1, 1881 • • • • • 

5 ..... 3 _,.. 
,1D . .J, 

July 1, 1883 
• • • • • • li, 580. Oi 

J uly 1, 1885 
• • • • 35, 424.78 

July 1, 1887 • • • • • 24,53•1 . U7 
July 1, 1860 • • • • • 1•1, 321. 07 
J une 30, 180 1 • • • • • 32, 3.J. ,t-. 20 
J nne 80, 1893 • • • • • 18,256.51 
. J u 1, 1 , 1 8 0 5 

• • • • • • 1 1,409.9 1 
July 1, 1807 • • • • l l,010.6U 
• J uly 1, 

• 
18!)9 • • • • 4,888. 51 

• July 1~ 100 1 
• • • • • • 4,G4,9.75 

' 
J une 30. 1908 • • • • • 1 4 80. 00 
J nr1c 30, lt,05 • • • • G80. 00 

Totr1l • • • • 203,3U5. 60 
A mount un 1)ate11tetl • • • 33G.02 
..1. Tot accountccl fo r • • • G07. US 

A1nount of g rant • • • 204,309.30 

0 £ the U07. 08 acre which a1)1)ear on the al>o,"e tal)l e a 
'not acco1111tecl for ', 102. 94 acre are acco11ntecl {or l)y i eo. 

,,, . ]~as ett, 1\ gent £or I o,,~a 1\.g ricultt1ral 1ollege, in hi 

repor t £01· 1 '70. He ays ' the nl1mber of acres in the 

gra11t ,ra reported to be 204, 309.30, ,vherea the actual 

n11mber of acres i 204, 206.3 6, a difrerence 0£ 102. 94 acres. 1 

ot a11y of the Agricultural ollege Grant land remains un
sold at the })resent t ime. 

The £ollo""ing talJl e hows the income of the A g rict1ltural 

'ol] ege from rental and inte1·e t on the J ational endo,,?1nent . 

1 Legislative Docu,nents, 1870, Vol. II, Report of State A gricultural College and 
Far,n, p. 71. 
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T.ARLE NO. XII1 

11~AR AMOLNT 1·EAR A:\IOUNT 

1865 • • • ~·4,914 . 55 1886 • • • -.45,355.43 

18GG • • • 4,923.27 1887 • • • 49,669.94 
1867 • • • 30,840.81 1888 • • • 46,239.01 
1868 • • • 28,241.75 1880 • • • 47,891 . 87 

1869 • • • 31,735. 03 1890 • • • 44,145.14 
1870 • • • 32,460.42 1891 • • • 49,371.22 
1871 • • • 33, 82G. 62 1892 • • 44,417.73 
1872 • • 29,061. 78 1893 • • • 43,928.73 

1873 • • • 33,390. 15 1894 • • • 51,159.55 

1874 • • • 30,779.32 1895 • • • 43,291.25 

1875 • • • 35,880.1 8 1890 • • • 46,596.05 

1876 • • • 34,936.1 7 1897 • • • 
41- ,..9.9 .,._ t,t.., ,Iv 

1877 • • • 37,833.98 1898* • • • 10,009.62 

1878 • • • 38,200. 36 1899 • • • 47,178.42 

1879 • • • 40,304.36 1900 • • 41,819.27 

1880 • • • 41,791.24 190 1 • • • 43,801.05 

1881 • • • 44,384.20 1902 • • • 38,253. 93 

1882 • • • 48,135.77 1903 • • • 30,728. 51 
1883 • • • 45,949.73 1904 • • 36,295.73 

188-! • • • 40,721.89 1905 • • • 35,265. OH 

1885 • • 39, 122.53 Total 'l,56-!, 176. 34 • 

THE FIVE SECTION Gl{.A.NT 

Another body of land ~rhich, like the Fi\Te I-Iundred Thou• 

sand Acre Grant, the F ederal government gave to I o,,"a £or 

purposes other than education, and which was dive1ted by 
the tate into educational channel , ,vas that k noYvn as the 

1 Census of Io1ua, 1905, pp. cxix-cxx. 

*Partial year-November 11, 1807 to June 30, 1898. Change in ending of fis
cal year. 
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Fi\Te .. '1ection Graut. rrhe la11cl Cl)ll\7 ) 7 e(1 ] Y tlJi g ra11t l) · 

ca1ne a l nrt 0£ th Li gric11ltt1ral 'ollege la11cl .. ancl tl1 1 r fore 
._ hot1lLl 1)e co11. iclerecl in a treatment of the 011rc l"' of 011r 

<.l 11catio11al fu11(1 . 

In a11 act tlJ)l)l 111ental to tl1at for tl1 acl111i .. i(>11 <)f the 
tate · of li'lori<.ia aucl Io,,,n, into the { T11io11 a1 l)l'O\Te<.l :\Iar ~h 

3 1845. 
1
ongre })rovicled tl1n,t fi,re utire . ectio11 · of Ian l 

i11 legal cli\ i ion · of not le ... tha11 a <111a1·ter ectio11 l)e grant
eel tc) tl1e .. 

1

tate of I o,, a. The J)lll'J)O e for ,,-hich the l) I'O

ceecl of thi land ,rere to 1Je u. eel ,, a that of C<)lllJ)leti11g th 
1)11 lJlic l)11ilcli11g•c. of the ~tn.te, <Jr for the rection of pt1 lJlic 

}Jt1ilclings at the seat of gover11111ent of the .. 'tate, a " the l eg

i lat11re 1nigb t deter111i11e a11d clir ct. These ii\ e ection-, 

,,rere to lJe electecl ancl located u11der clirectio11 0£ the leg·i -

lature, a11cl n1ight on i. t of an)T of the t111a1)J ro1)riate<l Ia11cl 
of the ""nitecl States ,, .. ithi11 the ~tate of Io,,ra. 1 

The i 'tate legi lature acce1)tecl thi grant ancl i11 ord r to 
carry ot1t the l)ro,:i io11 0£ the act lJy ,, hich it ,, a 111acle, 

l)a ed an act FelJruary ... 22, 1 47 in \"rbich J oh11 Brown of 
Lee ount)T J o e1)h D. IIoag, of I-Ienr.y ot1nt.)· aucl John 
'fa) lor, of J c,ne Uot1nt37

, ,vere a1)1)ointe l on1u1i ioner to 
locate the l)ermanent seat of government of the~ 'tate, and to 

elect the land granted by ongre s to aid in erecti11g l)ll b

lic building . 2 The e 1ommi · io11er cho e the entire 3 200 

acre. i11 J a. })er 1
O1t11tJ-. Tb lection , cle cribed by ec

tion, toT\'11 ·hi}), and range, are '.;ho,vn i11 the fo]lo-n-ing table : 

1 Uni.tell States i tatutes at Latge, \ 'ol. V, p. 700. 
2 Laws of Iowa, 18-16, p. 85. 
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T.ABLE .1:ro. XIII1 

SECTION T"·p . RANGE ACRES 

Lots 5 & 8, ancl the . ,v. t of 3 78 T 20 W 320 • • 

L ot 5, G, 7, c.~ 8, ancl . E. & . W. t of 4 78 20 640 

Lots 5, 6, 7, & 8, and . E. & . W. ¼ of 5 78 20 640 

ec. 8 • • • • • 78 20 640 

'ec. 9 • • • • • • 78 20 640 

,v. ½ of 10 • • • • • • 78 20 320 

Total • • • • • • • • • 3,200 

In an act apprO\"'"ed l\Iarch 22, I 5 , the General A em

bly provided £or the e tabli hment 0£ a ~ tate Agricultural 

College and Farm. 0£ thi act, section ele\"en tated that 

'' rrhere i hereby appropriated the procee1d of the ale of 

five sections 0£ la11d heretofore granted to the tate of Iowa 

by Congre s £or the erect.ion of Capitol building , £01~ the 

use and benefit of the college herein e tabli hed: Provided 

Congress diverts the same £or thi purpose. ' 2 

On the following day, l\.'Iarch 23 1 58, there ,vas ap

proved an l111pul1li hed resolution asking ongres £or a diver

sion 0£ these five ection lands -fro1n their originally intended 

use in the erection of public buildings. This resolution in

structed Io,va' ~ enator in ongre sand reque ted her Rep

resentatives to endeavor to obtain the pas age of an act of 

Congress authorizing the use 0£ the five ection 0£ land for 

the benefit of the Agricultural ollege a11d 1f odel Farm. 8 

In res1)onse to this req t1e t, Congres pa sed an act J l1ly 
11, 1862, in ,,,.hich it 1\"as enacted that the five sections 0£ 
lancl granted to the 1-.'ttate of Io,va should be released and dis~ 

charged from the lirnitation contained in the granting act. 

1 Report of the Register of the State Land Office, 1857, p. 2.3. 
2 Laws of Iowa, 1868, p 174. 
8 Beport of the Regi-ster of the State Land Office, 1859, p. 30. 

• 

• 
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Permi .... ion n a gi ,·eu to the ,-eneral .L\ 1ubly of Io,,ra t<J 

make ... t1ch cli ... 1)0..,ition of thi land a i 111igl1 t (lee111 l)e t for 
the intere t of the ~ 

1 tate. 1 

Thi act of C'ougre ha, .. ing gi, en a1)1)ro,1al t the net of 
the 'tate legi latl1re, tl1e Tru tee of the . \ gricultural 101-
lege took o,·er the control aucl 1nanagen1ent of the ti, e eetion 
lancl . 

'fl1e I egi "ter of the ~ tate Laucl ffice in hi I'Pl)ort <.latetl 

.1..,. C>\7 elll ber 16, l u 60, ai<l. that 2, 560 acre of tl1i la11<:l hacl 

lJeen old 1, 120 acre ha ,·iug l)een })atentecl. 111 hi. re1Jort 

t,,,o )·earc. later-X o,·en1uer 12 1 6 7-he ·tatecl that the 

entire 3 200 acre hacl been ol(l an<l 1)ate11tecl. 

'fhe 1- 'ecretar)' of the .L\.grict1ltural C1ollege antl E ar1u i11 

his re1)01i of J anuar)r 1 1 6(1, ga"e a table of the receiJ)t 
of the ,ollege £or each of the ucce, i,Te )~ear t1p to that 

date. In the ta,1)1 of receipt~ for the year. 1 o4 a11d 1 G.'5, 

he inclucle the follo'"' ing item :2 

18u4-,Ta 1>e1 1ounly I.Jarid 

1SG5-.la 1,er 1onnty La11cls 

Tutccl • • • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

XlG,000.00 

1,453. 7H 

,'li,453.70 

Thi amount of ~· 17,453.79 b ca111e a l)art of the 1)erma
uent £unll of the l. tate .1:\grict1ltural ollege ancl frc1111 that 
ti1ne a111- treat1uent of the l)roceecls <>f the ]i.,¥e ~"'ectio11 Grant 
lands a . 01>arate £ron1 the re t £ that ft111<l is i1111)0 ible. 

In con ill ering the ',,ram1) Lancl Gl'ant, no atte1npt ,,·ill be 

111ac.le i11 tbi pa1)er to follo,v 011t in cletail evTer).,. li11e of this 

1 Unitecl tnles Statutes at Large, \ Tol. X II\ p. 636 
2 Leyislcttive Docu111ents 1 18Gu, Vul. II; lle11ort of ..1.l grtcultural College and Far1n, 

pp. 13-lJ. 
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complicated ancl badl}.,. mixed affair. I-Ierein a treatment of 

the more fundamental feature and the more important de

tail 0£ the '{""amp Land Grant and it di 110 al in lo1''a ,rill 
uffice. 

The 1nethod of selecting ancl determining "·hat wa or wa 

11ot to be con idered vta1n1) land cau ed much of the diffi

culty and comJ)lication referrecl to. .l\Ian)-hundrecl tho11 and 

acre ha\"'e been selectetl and claimed to be wam1) lancl 

,,·hich ag·ent of the Federal government have 1·efu ed to rec

ognize a t1cl1. In many ca e the . electing agent w-ere 

doubt]e. either intentionally or 11nintentiona1ly "rong in 

their judgn1ent a to the l,·aruJ)Y nature of ce1iain t ract . 

They "ere al o in on1e ca e carele in reporting and de-
cribing uch election . 

Another cause of irreg11la1·ity i the £act that ome land 

selected as ,y·an11) lancl and so due to the tate 11nder the 

-nram1) Land Grant, ,,,a al o included in one 01· more 0£ the 

variou grant made to aid in the con t ruction 0£ raili·oad . 
In this ,,~ay com1)1icntion aro e man}r in number and almo t 
impos ible 0£ di entangl ement. 

Again, many tracts of land wampy in their nature had 

been located and filed upon b)7 ettler before the "Tam J) 
Lancl Grant "Ta made, a11d so coulcl not ,veil J)n to the tate. 

I t was this £act that led to the y tern of inden1nifying the 

tate either by othe1· land in the })lace 0£ such tract or by 
cash inclemnity. 

A still further cause 0£ com1)lication is found in the £act 
that certain years during the . election of ,vamp land -nota

bly 1854 and 1855-were very wet year . Thi pe1iod ,va 

followed by a time of unu ual drouth. Acco1·dingly many 

• 



trnrt electecl (lt111.11g the ,v .at ) car-., ,,rere not n1>11rov· .. (1 l )}~ 

the agent~ 0£ the E' cl ral go,1 ~rn111 .ant cl11ring th lat ->r tlr1 
)

7ear . Dt1ri11g the lrj 11erio(l one coultl l1a ,-re l)ee11 e,1 il y 

1>er~uaclecl that frat1cl l1acl 1Je n J)ra.ctic cl in the election t1f. 
g<1ocl ltt11cl t111der the clai111 thn.t it ,,ra"' of a ,,1a1111)).T charac• 

t ~r. It ,,ra , indeec1. . ometi111e., · a· e1iecl that the -'- T ati 11:11 

gt)\1 ern1nent ,,a l ei11g h lcl tll) a11cl robbecl i11 thi 111a1111 r. 

'l"l1e fact · a1)o\·e 111entiouecl are t1fl1ci nt to co11 ,1ir1ce the 

reacler that a co1111)lete cli ct1 :io11 <Yt th ~, ,,rallll) La11d Grn.11t 

,,
1 ot1ld tle1na11d the co11~ itleratio11 of 111an)r co1111Jlicatec1 <l ue"'

tio11 . .L\..s tatecl al)o~le, in thi chn1)ter ,ve .. hall co11t nt ot1r

.._ el,· · -n·ith 1naki11g a 0111e,,~hat general ancl le · cl etail .. cl 
k tt1cls·· of thi gra11t . 

l~)T a11 act of "ongre :, a1>l)l'<J\-ell ,e1)te111lJer 28, 1 1. 5{) n

titlecl '-'-\.n act to enalJle the 1..'tate of .1.\..rl{an as n11cl otl1 r 
"'tate,, to reclaim the " ,, a 11111 La11cl · ' ,,rithi11 their limit ,'' 
tl1e o-callecl H,,Ta1111) Lancl C-rrat1t ,,,.rt 1nacle. 1 l3y thi · act it 

,,·a. l)l'O\"icle•l that to e?1a1Jle the i 
1 tate of ..c\.rka.t1 ·a. to cou-

t rt1ct the 11ece sary le\,.ee .. a 11cl Llrai11 to reclni111 the \Va1111J 

a11d o,·erflo,l·ecl laucl · therein the ,,,hole f tho e s,, au11)") a.11 l 

O\ .. erflo,,~ecl la11cl , 111acle u11fit t herelJy £or cul t i\ ation, ,, hich 

Rl1ould remain l111solcl at th })a' age of thi act, ·hot1ltl lJe 
a11cl the same ,,rere thereby, gr,111tecl to aicl 'tnte. The 

~ 
1 

ecretars· of the I11terior, as oon a, practicable after the 

l)a age of this act -n·a. to 1uake ot1t an acct1rate li t a11 <.l 1 lat 
of : uch s,,.,.am l) · a11d ov-erfto,,rcd land , antl tra11 111it this li t 
t the C1 o,?er11or of ..t\.rl{ansa , ancl at th rer1 ue t of nid 
Governor, cat1 e a 1)ate11t to be i t1ed to the "tate therefor. 

l T ])011 the granting of t l1i · 11ate11t, th fee i1n l)le to saicl la11tls 

1 United States talutes at Lurye, Vol. IX, pp. 51U-520 
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,vas to \~e._ t in the "'tate of .1\rkan a , subject to the di po al 

0£ the legi lature thereof. 1"he proceed of the e lands were 

to be u ·ed, exclu. ivel)-r, a far a· nece ~ a1·y, £or the purpo e 

of reclaiming them b}- mean of levees and drain . 

In making ot1t the li t and plat 0£ the e wamp land , all 

legal Sllb<.li,i ion , the greater part of ,rhich ,,·a 'wet and 

11nfit for ct1ltiv·ation'', were to be included in uch li t and 

})lat . If the greater part of such ub(livi ion wa not of 

that character, the enti.J.·e parcel of land was to be excluded 
from the li t and plat . 

The 1)a1t of this act of mo t im1)ortance in a con ideration 

of Io"rn, land grant , i ection fot1r, by which it n~as enacted 

tl1at the pro,i io11s of this act should be extended to, and 

their be11efit be conferred 11pon each of the othe1· ""tates 0£ 

the Union in " 7 hich such s"1am1) ancl ov·er.flowed lands n1ight 
be ituated. 1 

1\.nother act of Congre , ap1)roved l\Iarch 2, 1855, pro

,·icletl that the Pre ident of the LT nited tate shoulcl is ue 

J)ateuts to J)urchasers or locators of land claimed a wamp 

lands l)rior to the iss11e 0£ 11atents to the tate 01· tates as 

})l"O\riclecl in the la,v of eptem l)er 2 , 1850 di cu ..,eel abo,·e. 

U pou dt1e l)roof, by the authorized agent 0£ the tate or 

States, 1)efore the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 

that ari)T 0£ the la11ds purchased ,vere swam 1) land ,y·ithiu 

the true intent and meaning of the act of 1 eptember 28, 

1850, the l)urchase money wa to be paid 0\rer to the aid 

Htate or States. \\There the lands hacl been located by ,\·ar

rant or cr1p, the said tate ,va to be authorized to locate a 

c1t1a11tit)1 of like amount 11pon an}· of the l)l1blic lauds subject 
1 United States Statutes at Large, Vol IX, pp 510-520. 
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to entr),. at one cl llar ancl a cl uarter l)er rtcr · or 1 "l'"'::5 , a 11,l 

11ate11ts ,vere to be i . . --uecl ther for l111011 th~ ter111"' a11 l '<)11-

clition nt1merated i11 th act of 1 5 . ...,t1 ·11 tlecisit 11 of 

the 1ou11ni~ ic1ner of he (~e11eral Lancl ffi ·e ,,Tere to lJ ~ a1 >-

11rc>vecl lJ)~ the ._' ecretar)r of the I11teri<)r. 1 

~\n net confir1ui11g to the e\1 eral ~·tat-> t'< lt111cl "' . ")le t lll rt 

,vaIDl) la11<l ,, a· a1)11ro, eel l\larch 3, 1 57. 'l'l1is ttet 11ro

\1ic1ed that the election 0£ ,·ram1) la11cl 111acl e in 0<)111 r1111t)T 

,,11th the alJo,Te act . a11cl re1)01tecl to the 10111mi ·"io11t!r of 

tl1e General Land )file I rior to the J)a · age of t l1i" a ·t, o 

far a tl1e n.111c sl1oul<l remitin vacant ancl t1r1a1)11ro1)riate(l 

a11cl not i11ter£erell ,, itl1 l).f actual ·ettl :;111e11t t111c.ler a11y ex

i'"" ting la,,r of the Cnitecl ~'tat ,·ra · there1 )T co11 fi r111 ~tl u11cl 
~hould lJe a1)pro·vecl an<l 1)aten tecl to the ·aicl e, eral .. 'tate , 

a O<Jll a l)racticable. 2 

rl'he ~"ourth Ge11eral A .. s m bly CJt the ... 'tate c>f Io,,Ta l)a. -
eel au a ·t, a1)l)l'O\"ecl J au11ar)r 13 1 ~ .'5 3, for the cli~}}C) al ()t 

the ,v·a1n1) and O\Terfto\ve<l l[111cl i11 Io,ra aucl to J)ay the ex

pense or selecti11g and st1r,·e) ing the a111c. 13)· thi act all 

the wam1) and O'{erflolred lan<l gra11tetl 1 } th a.ct of O11-

gre of ~eptember 2 , 1 !> l), were gra11t cl to t11e 1 ot111tie 

in "rhich they ,,rere re, l)ecti ,·ely ituatecl, £or the ])lll'))O 1 0£ 

con. trt1cti11g the nece ary levee a11c1 clraiu · to l'Pclai111 the 

a111e. Any la11cl re111aiui11g aft .1r the ex1Jen e of reelamn,

tion hacl been met ,, ere to lJe 11 cl £or the 1 uilcling of roncl 

and 1Jritl ·e , " 'hen urces. ,try througl1 or acro , ◄s th(') e laucl . 
I£ all h ulcl 11ot l)e needecl for tl1e .. P lJll l'l)O:::-es, the re111ai11-

der ,,-a to l)e ex11e11c.led i11 1)l1ilcling r <)a<.1 n11<.l l)riclg 1s ,,·ithin 

1 ["nzted. ' tales. tatutes at Larye, Vol X, pp 03~- 035. 

'Uruted f>tales Statutes at Large, Vol. .X I, p 251. 



the count31
• .1:\. mini111um selling price 0£ t"renty ce11t l)e1· 

acre ,ra placecl U})0n this lancl. 1 

J anl1ary 27, 1 5 , a mea 11re wa enacted authoruing tl1e 
Go~ ernor to UJ)})Oint an agent to l)roceecl to ,, a hing·tou to 

effect an aclj11 trnent and ettlement £01· the different countie 
in the State of their wa1111) land bu ine . 'rhe Got"ernor 

,,·a al o authorizecl to a1)point one or more agent to ha,~e 

the ,ram1) and O\-erflo"·ed land selectecl in the ne"r uncl un
organizecl co11ntie of the State. 2 

Pro,.,i ion ,va al o mac.le that when the General go,e1~n-

111ent had i. ued the scrip and refunded the money to the 
i.'11.ate, a cont.em1)lated by the act 0£ Congre of :i\Iarch 2 

1835, ancl })atentecl to the tate the land accrt1ing by virtue 

of the act 0£ ongre of ""eptember 2 1830 the Go,er

nor, Regi ter of the ~'ltate Land Office, and the agent of the 
co11nt)T, if any, sho11ld con titute a board to ascertain what 

amo11nt of aicl land money, and scrip ho11ld be clue the 
cli:fferent counties of the State and when so a certained the 

same should be s11bject to the orde1' of the ounty Jl1dge 
or other J)rope1~ authoritie in the county. 3 

By another la" .. , enacted Iarcl1 22, 1 5 , it ,va })ro,Tided 
that it hot1]d l)e com1Jetent ancl lavvful for cot1ntie O"\"r11ing 
swa1np and overflo,,Ted lands, to devote the ame, or the 

proceeds thereof, either in ,v hole or in })art to the erection 
of pu1)1ic buildings for the ]Jurpose 0£ ed11cation, the build
ing of b1•jdges, roacl ancl high ,va s, for building i11stitutions 
of learning or for making railroads through the county or 

1 Laws of Iowa, 18521 pp. 20-37. 
2 Laios of Ioiva, 18.38, pp. 3-4. 
3 La1os of Iowa, 1858, pp. 3-4. 
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co1111ti · t<) "hicl1 l1cl1 lancl l)elo11gecl. But 1 efor) ,lll)1" 

ucl1 la11cl or 111<.>11 .. coul(l be llsecl f c, r any or all <)f the e 
• • 

J)tll'})O .. P it ,va, 11ece~~fll') ' that the Ci 11e tiou ,, .. heth 1' it l,e 
llo11e or not l1oulcl l)e ul)1nitte,l to tl1e 1 co1,le at 0 111 ge11-

era] or J)ecial election of tl1e co1111t)T. 1 

.L\. t n.n extrn, 1...e" ion of the Eigh tl1 ~ e11eral ..c\ - .,111 l)l )7 a 11 

act,,Tn. 11a ed U]>Il'<>,·edl\Iny 2~, 1(.; 61, b) ,,hicl1 t,he ... ,va1111 

la11cl c-. in the ,,.ari ou"' cot111tie" of the ·tate \Ver., })ln.ced l111tl '.) r 

tl1e control <Jf the re"'1>ecti ,_-re co11utJ' I3oc11·(l~ of ~t11> .1r \1 i or-- . 

.... \.ll J)re,1iou. net · oi'. tl1e co1111 t,)· Bo,1rd of ~ tl J)el'\Ti "'or · r ln
ti ,re to the s,va1111) la11cls ,, ere legaliiecl. ~ 

ThP fc,llo,vi ng )•enr an a.111 ~11ll a to l'}- act ,, a })~l eel , lJeco1n

ing a la,v· nithout the (¾o\ er11or's. igi1a.t11re, nlarch 31 1 "62, 

l)y which it ,,·as 111acle IJO ~ible for the c tin tie" to 11 e their 

s"ram1) land. or tl1e l)roce '.)cl1' thereof, for a11)r or all of the 

follo\\ir1g ])urr)o. e.-·: (a) the erectio11 0£ l)t1lJlic lJ11ilcli11 gc:; for 

the 1)ur1)0 e of eclucatiou; (l)) the b11ilcliug of l)riclge-.: , road~, 

and high ,va}-s ; ( c) for 1)11il<.ling i11sti tl1tio11 of lear11iug · (cl) 

for a permanent chool funcl for t l1 e 11 e of the cot111ty· to 

,,·bich t1ch land lJelong; (e) for 1 uilding of co11nt)r buil(l

i11g · or (£) £or 111al\.ing railro:t<.1s tl1rougl1 the cou11ty or 

couutie to ,,rhich t1ch lancl lJelong·ecl. But 110 ro1111ty ,,·a to 

1)e relea ed from it · o lJligatiou. · t<J mal\.e the uece · nr) tlr~1i11, 

ancl levee as coute1n1)lated in the origi11al act or Co11gre s 
lJy ,'Vhich the gl'ant ,va · 1nade. 3 

Another act by thi · ame Ge11eral 1:\.: embl) , a1)pro,~etl 

.1\.1)ri1 8, 1862, again a11thorizetl tl1e Go\·eruor to n1)1)oiut au 

1 LCt.ws of I owa, 1858, pp. 25G-257 
1 Laws of I ov;a, Extra es~ion, 1801, p. 7. 
8 Laios of l o1ua, 1802, pp. 78-70 
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agent 01· age11t to ettle the entire matter 0£ the wam1? 

land ,,,ith the 0111mi ioner of the General Land Office at 

,, ... a hington. This act al o made many pro vi ions as to 

the methods to lJe J)ursuecl in 11ch ettlement ancl a to the 

di tribution of the land or proceecl the1·eo£ to the everal 

coui1tie .1 A number of general agent were a1)pointed; 

and one of the e amuel Town en'1, went to ,, ... nshington 

and accom1)li hed omething toward traightening ot1t, the 

,vam1) land affair . A great many detail , howe,1er re
mnine<l t1n ettled . 

.1.\. t the next se ion of the legi la.ture an net, U])l)roved 

l\Iarch 22, 1 64, pro\Tided that the Board 0£ t11)ervi or in 
the f-;e, eral cot1nties 1night appoint three citizen to make 

a carefl1l examination of the s,,amp land in their re"pec

ti ve countie , '' lying in along or contigt1on to naviga

ble tream ; st1ch land being subject to J)erioclical overfiovv 

dt1ring any of the summer month ''. pon this land a 

value ,,~a~ to be a111>rai ed. Upon all other of the wamp 

lands of the count)r, not ituated as cle cribed abo,e a , .. alue 

~'as to be a1)prai ed, not to be le than one dollar per acre. 

After such appraisal, the Boarcl of t1per,Ti or wa to ha""e 

l)O""er to ell uch laucl at public or })11. ~:-ate ale, at a priee 

not lo,ver than that at ""hich it had been app1·ai ed. 2 

By an act appro,Ted l\Iarch 30, 1 66, J. A . Harvey wa 

appointed a Co1nmi sioner on behalf of the tate 0£ I owa 

to acljust witl1 the General government sev·eral matters rela

tive to grants 0£ land to the 'tate. Among these matter 

was that of settling the claims of Iowa against the l uited 
1 Laws of Iowa, 1862, pp. 180-190. 
2La1vs of Iowa, 1864, pp 74-75. 
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~'tate ari ing 110<.ler the ... ~,, .. n1111) I_Jnntl {;rn11t. 1 ::\Ir. Ilar\~esr 

clid not COlll))lete thi ,Yolk, alll1 011 tr 8.llllftl'}T 12. 1 7:2 II011. 

J ohn ,1 ghorn ,,·a.. a1)1)oiu t .,c.l a 10111111i iouer. I I :) ,,. 11 t 

to ,,,,. a..,hington D. . ancl e11 tere(l u J1l>ll l1i <.111 ti , l\f a~ y 28 

l 7 2. ()cto 1Jer 2 1 7 3 he 111atle a r 11ort to 11011 . .;. \aro11 

Br01'"Il Regi. te1· 0£ the ~tate I"'antl Office i11 ,vhicl1 lie 11ot-' l 

n1uch progre in tl1e ,lccurnte adju tm .,nt of tl1e clain1 of 

the ~ "t:1te although 111all)" ~.rexatiou <111e tion · iu con11e ~tio11 

\\1ith the . ,-va1111) land· r n1ai11ecl 110. ett] cl. 2 

..c\t the a<.ljot1r11ecl . e._ sic,11 of th }1' 111-t ~e11tl1 G .. neral ... \ -

etnr>l) J oi11t l{e olt1tio11 J. ... o. 15, 1)n,. _eel ,Ja11uar) 2.>. 1 ' 73 

a11thorizecl a11 l r .,r1uire(l tl1e (¾<J\ rnor a11cl tbP Ilegi. t r of 

the 1.
1 tate Lan<l ffice to })l'oc:ure a. 0011 a 1>ra.cticalJle fro111 

tl1e '0111n1i'"' ion r of tl1e (; ~nern.l Lan(l ilice at ,\r n l1i11gto11 

ancl al o '"·hen tleem cl n ce :.. ary· fl'om the 1·e~leral locr1l ln11(l 
office. certified li t of the la11d 011 ,vl1icl1 tl1 ~re ,, ere ·011-

flicting clai111 under tl1e 8e\rern.l railrontl an(l s,,,a1111) la11cl 

gra11t together ,vitl1 lists of all ca11celled })I'eetu 11ti<.111 e11-

trie a11cl l1oru ten.cl clai111 r ettleme11tH. 'fhe e li "'t. ,, ere 

to lJ filecl a11cl recor(lPcl in the ofiice of the l"' gi ·ter of tl1e 

.._ 'tate Land Office. 'fhe nece sary x11e11 e · of tl1i · l\ orl< 

,,·ere to be l)aid out of tl1e ge11 ral co11ti11ge11t fn11cl of the 
~ 'tate. 3 

The overnor ap1)oi11tecl 1\Ir. P. , . I~ro,,,11 a a11 n.gPnt to 

do thi ,,Tork and the llegi ter of the State Lrtr1cl ()ffice i tl 

hi a11nt1al reJ)Ort of .J.. :r o,en1ber 1, 187.') i11<l.icates that the 

luty "ras 1)e1for111ed ancl that the li t macle 011t ,,·ere 011 file 

at the Land ffice. 

1 Latvs of Iowa, 18001 pp. 71-73. 
2 Bepo·rt of tlte Register of the State Lancl Office, 1873, pp lG-1-176. 

a Laws of Ioiua, A<ljourned ess1on, 18i3, p. 27 . 
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fr. leghorn held this office until it wa aboli hed b;T an 

act of the legi lature, apprO\"ecl ~farch 1 , 1 ·7 4. 1 

The c1ue tion ,vas raised in the case of the ..t-1me1·icctn 
Emiyl'a12t ComJJ<tny v . .L1clct,ns Cozt11t y whether the S1';-a1np 

land could be legitimately ll ed for any pl1rpo e except that 

of 1·eclaiming such land, a contemplated in the act of Con

gre making the grant. The case ,vas tran ferred from the 

Di. trict Cot111i of .Li.dam County, IoTI~a, to the ir·cuit Court 

of the nited ~,tates. It was appealed from the Circuit 

ot1rt to the 1 t11)reme Court of the nitecl tate . The 

Su1)reme Court fir t decide(l that any other u"'e ,,a a 'riola• 

tion of the act of ongress and so was unla,vful. But upon 

1·econsi<leration this opinion ,,~as rever ed and the grant by 
the 1--

1

tate of its swamp ancl overfl.o,v land to the several 

counties for general county purpose was held to be valicl. 1 

The act 0£ ..c\.pril >, 1862, mentioned abo\Te, granti11g to 

the Governor J)Ower to ap1)oint agents to receive an<l. locate 

s,vam1) lancl scri1) fixecl as compen atio11 £or uch agents 

four dollars per day, the mo11ey to be l)aicl lJ}T the counties. 

The Treasurer of the ~ "tate, instead of cli tributing· among 

the se,:reral counties all the money received as s,vamp laucl 

indemnity, ke1)t out a l)ercentage 0£ the s-nram1) land £unc1 

passing throt1gb his hand . This money was to be u ed in 

})ayi11g the s,,1amp land agents. The £t1ll amount retained 

tht1s by the Treasl1rer was not needed £or this }Jt1r1)ose; ancl 
accorclingly, on l\farch 25, 1878, an act of the legislature 

"·as approved, instructing the Treasurer to distribute the e 
accumulated ft1nds to the several counties from which such 

1 LavJs of Ioiua, 18i4, p. 18. 
2 Report of the Secretary of State (Lan<l Department), 1883, p. 80. 
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ft1ncl hacl 1Jeen helcl lJack. ..i:\ £ter th ) })a , age of thi act 

all 1no11e! .. recei, .. ec.:l frou1 the l ..,nite(l ~ 'tate · in }1fl}7 lneut of 

ca h i11clemuity for . ,,·am1) la11d · ,, .. a. to lJ 1>nic1 O\Ter tc, t]te 

proper COlllltie" the ~ 'tate rrrea. lll'eJ' ll<)t retai11ing all}- })art 
of it. 1 

An act of the .... ,.ineteeutl1 :e11 •ral 1\ . -.,e1111Jl! , n,I)J)ro, etl 

Iarch 25, 1 2, at1thorizecl tl1e .. ale a11cl c.>11, .. ->\7 ttnc 1 of the 
L 

(> callecl ' I11den1nit3- ... ,,,~a1n1)-La11cl . ....\n) sucl1 lancl lJe -

longing to a11)· cot1nty of the ~ tate ,, a to lJ .. old by tl1e 

Boarc1 of .. l111 er\"i or· f t l1at co1111t)'· .i.\.ft r lJei11g a1)1)rai._ tl 
lJJ' three c.li ·intere tel J)er 011 , 11otice ,, .. a. to 1) J)U 1Jli~h <l 
for three ucce _ i,Te 1\reek i11 0111e ue,, 1>a1 er of th count.\. 

In re ·1>on ·e to 11ch 11otice ~ealetl lJicl · lrer to be 1nacle. I f 

any uch l)icl ec1 t1aled tl1e a,iJ1)rai eel , al 11e of the la11cl the 

I3oarcl 0£ 1- 't111er\ i or · co11ld acce1>t the highe. t l)icl a11cl t1r>o11 

1>ro1Jer pa) ment lJei11g macle l)}- the 1Ji 1cler, the ot1nt: 
1\.11clitor -n~a ~ to execute a cleed of con, e,nnce to t.l1e land. 2 

" 
Thi act ,va an1en l etl 1Jy another, a1J1>rove<l. F ebrunr}" 25, 

1 9 2 1J)T which it ,, a 1nacle }>O i1Jle -for the Board of 'n" 

})er,.,.i ors to ell thi land at })t1l)lic outcr)T. The ame no

tice a to such l)ublic tlle wa. to 1)e macle a n·as l)l'o\·iclecl 
i11 the act to ,,~hich thi one ,,1as a111enclator,-. To land ,,ra 

• 

to be tht1 old at le than it a1)1)rai e<l. \ .. alue. 3 

In ca es where ,,Tami) laucl had been located by ~ arrant 
or crip 1)revio11 to it election a n1am }) lancl, the act of 

l\Iarch 2, 1 !5:5 had sti1)11lated that the ~tate hot1ltl lJe 

authorized to locate a like <1 t1antity U})Oll any of the l)U blic 

1 Laws of Ioloa, 1878, p. 122. 
2 Laws of Iowa, 1882, pp 102- 164. 
3 Laws of Io1ua, 1802, p. GG • 

.. 
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lands subject to ent1;7 at one dollar and a c1uarter per acre 

or le . The ruling wa made that uch land due in lieu of 
wamp land could be located only within the tate. 1 The 

Regi ter of the tate Land Office in everal ucce si\,.e re

port called the attention 0£ the legi lature to the £act that 

a number of the counties still had such land due them, but 

that there was no government land remaining not entered 

within the tate of Iowa. To try to make it po sible £or 

these counties to get the land rightly due them, the General 

A embly, Iarch 17, 18 0, pa ed a joint re olutio11 and 

memorial in which the ~enator and Repre entati,T s 0£ Iowa 

in ongres were reque ted and urged to 11 e all lawful 

mean to procure an act 0£ ong1·e s autho1~izing the location 

0£ such land crip upon any government land open to 

public entry in any other tate or T e1·rito1·y of the United 
1tate . 2 

This de ired re ult not being accompli hed, the General 

As embly in 1884 again passed a joint re olution in tructing 

I o~1a's enators and reque ting her Repre entati ",.e in Con

gress to use all proper and lawful means within their power 

to secure the enactment of a bill alloYring the location of 

swamp land scrip outside of the tate of Io"'a. 8 

This resolt1tion lil{ewise £ailing to bring a bout the de ired 

act of Cong1·es , till a third call upon Iowa' delegation in 

Congress ,vas made by the Twenty-second General ...... ...._.., em

bly. A conct1rrent resolution of thi A embly once mo1·e 

urged the enators and Re1)resentat i,~e 0£ the tate in Con-

1 United States Statutes at Large, Vol. X, pp. 63-!--635. 
2 Laws of Iowa, 1880, p. 215. 

• Laws of I owa, 1884, pp. 238-289. 

• 
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gre to u e t heir influence to effect the })a ag of an act 

nabling the countie~ t o locate their " ra1111) la11cl . cri IJ in 

some oth er ~ 'tate or T erri tor}" .1 

.L.,.. othi11g ha com e of thi rec1ue t; and at the pre 11t tim 

th ere till r emain i11 the tate L and ffice, fol1r ce1i ificate~ 

£or land not located and \·v hich cannot be loci1ted unle 

ome r elief act 1Je l)a d by Cougre . T he cou11tie to 

\'.
1hich the e certificate belong and th e numl)er of acre. 

ca11·ied b)7 each ce1tincat are et forth in th follo"·ing talJle. 

T .,\ BLE .1. O. XI\ 2 

COUSTY 

reene ounty, ( ert1ficate To. 01) 

uthr ie Coun ty, ( ertificate .i: o. 04) 

I arion County, ( er tificate To. 16) 

Total • • 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

XO. OF ACRI:.:S 

1 o, 658. 22 

1,840.00 

120. 00 

1 OU. 00 

. 12,727.22 

A s i tated in the rep o1t from lvhich thi table is taken, 

if the F ederal government d oe not n1al<e it 110 ible to locate 

thi land in ome more ,ve tern 1 tate till han.ng })U blic 

land , it hould pay ca h in<l.en1nity there£ r . 

A s noted abo,Te in the act of larch 2, 1 5,5 it \v·as pro

,1ided t hat if upon clue proof by the authorized agent of 

the 1.. t ate before the 01n missioner of the G neral Land Of
fice, any of the land which had before that elate been pur

cha ed lJy settler · were s,van1p land in the true meaning 

and intent of th act 1naking the S\-' 'am1) lancl grant, the 

l)urchase mon y hottld be paid ov r to th e f;tat e. 3 F1·om 

time to t ime })ayments 0£ such indemnity money have been 

1 La-ivs of Ioiva, 1888, pp. 240-241 . 
2 Report of the Secreta-ry of State (Land Depar tment), 1003, p . 22. 

~ United States Statutes at L arge, Vol X , pp. 63-1-635. 
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made. The total amount of ca h indemnitJ,. paid to I o"~a 111) 

to June 30 1904, i ,:·s '4 2 4.53. 1 

The amount of ,,Tamp land patented to thi ~tate during 
the ucce. i\e 1Jiennial period are hown by the following 
table: 

DATE OF REPORT 

T ovember 7, 1859 

.,. ovember 6, 18Gl 

T ovember 15, 1863 

T ovember 16, 1865 

:r ovember 12, 186 7 

November 10, 1869 

:rovember 1, 18 71 

rovember 1, 1873 

ove1nber 1, 1875 

October 1, 1877 

October I , 187 9 

October 1, 1881 

July I, 1883 

J lll y 1, 18 8 5 

J uly 1, 1887 

July 1, 1889 

Jt1ne 30, 1891 

June 30, 1893 

July 1, 1895 

July 1, 1897 

July 1, 1809 

July I, 1901 

June 30, 1903 

June 30, 1905 

Total 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

NO. ACRE PATENTED 

23,611.49 

430,462.99 

142,330.64 

325 ,106. 30 

188,383.09 

35, 408.21 

4,099.20 

l G,274. 76 

2,200.97 

6,078.40 

1, 516.06 

71 1. 89 

2,365.00 

3,249. 54 

1,436. 97 

1,045 13 

667 .1 6 

1, 120.00 

2,385.40 
1,069. 56 

938. 56 

1,179.61 

393.70 

. 1, 102,044. 32 

1 Report of Oornmissioner of General Land Office, 1904, p. 536. 
2 Census of Iowa, 1005, p. ix. 
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Thiq ta1 le inclucle J)atent £or the la11(l o-l'antecl 1151 l)oth 

the original act of .__e1)te1n}Jer 2, . 1 ") 3 ), a11cl the i11<le11111it)" 

act of ~farc:h 2, 1, 55. £ the abo\"e total- I 192 04L1. 32 

acr~ - 70 1\ 9. ( 9 acre are of · la11<l i11 })lace· and 3:..1 -
<- 55. 23 ac1·e are of 'inclem11it) .. la11cl . 

The ca h indelllnit:y· 0£ , · 5 4, 2 ) 4. 53 ,, a I on a ba .. i of 

46 ·. 521.r:1 acre of lancl. l- 'o, the entire r1uantit)T of la11d 
inuring to Io,, a llnder the ~ ",,ra1111 La11(l Gra11t ll}) to the 
l)re ent ti1ne i · 1 Got>, 5 5 6. ()3 a.ere 1. There i · ). t a con. icl r

able c1 t1a11tit}~ both of land in place and of i11clen111itJ' la11cl · 

that ha 1Jeen electe<.l lJt1t ha not lJeen either R,J)J)rovetl or 

rejectetl b) the general go\·er11me11t. Duri11g th J)a. t fe~" 
)Tear , a large nt11nlJer of acre ha\"'e been rejecte l, ancl it i, 

J)ro bable that the larger J)art of })re ·e11t clain1c, ,,.,ill l)e 
treate<.l in the ame 111anner. 

TIIE J.t'I\"E PER CEN'1' F(TND 

Attention ha alrea<ly l)een cal1ec1 to the fact that ,·ariou 

method ha,~e lJee11 u ed b)" th I~ clernl go,"erun1ent in a.icl
ing 1)11blic education. ..t\. ,, a tated al)<)v·e the greater J)a1t 

of uch aid ha t)een extended by mea11s of land gl',tn t . rrhe 

se,ren grant by ""hich aicl ha bee11 gi \Ten to Io,ra have non" 

been J)re ·ented ancl lJrieft3t di~ct1 eel. The three sections 

,v hich £ollol\'" are de\Totec1 to a lJrie£ di Cl1 ion of ] ecleral aicl 

to educati n in I o\,·a extenclecl 1Jy mean I other than lancl 

grant . The to1)ic thu to be taken lll) are: (1) the Ifi,1 e 

Per ent Fl111d (2) the ~ 1econcl l\Iorrill Act Fund, a11cl (3) 
]'ecleral .L\id to Ex1)eri111ent i., tation . 

0£ the e three to1)ic. the firct to 1Je pre en tecl in thi l)a-

1 er i that of the Fi\- P er ent Fund. Thi method which 
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in Iowa has been used in extending Federal aid to public 

school education should possibly be treated under the head 
of land grant , as the money was recei,ed from the sale of 
public lands and as its amount depended upon the price at 

which such lands were sold. As was the case with two or 
three of the land grants mentioned and discus ed above, the 
original purpose of the Five Per Cent Fund was not that 0£ 
aid to education. But, as the result of action by the tate, 
this money, intended by the Federal government for other 
purposes, was diverted into educational channels. I-Ience, 
it is treated here under the head of Federal aid to education 

in Iowa. 
In section six of an act 0£ Congress, approved March 3, 

1845, and entitled '' An act supplemental to an act £or the 
admission of the tates of Iowa and Florida into the Union'', 
there is a statement of the original intent in the establishing 
0£ the Five Per Cent Fund. This section provides that 
''five per cent of the net proceeds of sales of all public lands 
lying within the said tate [Iowa J, which have been, or 
shall be sold. by Congress, from and after the admission of 
said tate, after deducting all the expenses incident to the 
same, shall be appropriated for making public roads and 
canals within said tate, as the legislature may direct. ''1 

In article X, section 2, 0£ the Constitution under which 
Io\,1a was admitted into the Union, it was p1·ovided that such 
per cent as Congress might grant, on the sale of public lands 
in the State, should enter into and become a part 0£ the 
permanent fund, of which the intere t should be used £or 

1 United States Statutes at Large, Vol. V, p. 700 . 

• 
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upport of the common chool .1 By an act of ongre of 

Deceml)er 2 1 40 Io~Ta "·a admitted into th nion. 

Thi act tated that all the pro vi ion of the act of 1\farch 3, 

J -15 hot1ld be in force. 2 The tate wa aclmitted ho"r. 
ever under the on titutio11 above mentionecl. The act of 

ongres pro,ided that the Five Per ' nt Fun cl mu t be 

u e.d £or certain internal imJJrovement , -while the on titu

tion tated that it should be u ed to increa e the permanent 
chool fund. 

By an act a1)provecl February 25 1 4 7, the General ..c\ -

sembly provided that the five per cent upon the net proceecl 

0£ the ale of the public land grant d to Iowa b the 

United tate , hould be paid into the hand of the uper

intendent 0£ Public In truction to be dispo ed of bj him 

according to law. 3 Acting t1pon thi legislation the 1 l1p r

intendent in T ovem ber 184 , made application £or thi 

money. But the Comptroller of the Tretls11ry re1 lied to 

him that it could not be paid until official acl ,,.ice hould be 

received that a law had been pa sed appro1)riating it for the 

purpo e of internal improvements, as contem J)lated in the 

act of ongre 0£ J\1arch 3 1 45. The attentior1 of the 

Iowa delegation in Congress was called to the difficulty, ancl 

they procured the pas age of an act of Congress, J.\tfarch 2, 

1849, by which the controvTe1·sy was settled. By this act it 

was declared that the act by 1''hich Iowa was admitted into 

the nion should be interpreted as giving as ent to the ap

plication of the Five Per Cent Fund for the upport of com-

1This Constitution may be found 1n Laws of Iowa, 1846. The secL1on here re
f erred to is on page 13. 

i United States Statutes at Large, Vol. IX, p. 117. 
8 Laws of Iowa, 1840-'4 i, pp 160- 164. 
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1non chool a })rov·ided b}~ the Con titution of Io,va. 1 Thu 

the matter ~Ta ati £actorily ettled. 

"'"p to and including the year 1 56 thi rnoney wa paid 

to the u1)erintendent of Public In truction and by him di • 
})O ed of according to la,v. .t\..fter that time it wa paid into 

the 1tate 'frea Ul'}7 , and in thi way became part of the 

1)ern1anent chool fund. 

The amount of mone:,~ received from the Fi\-e P er Cent 
Ft1nd ha, .. e been a follo,v :2 

I>\TE RECEIVED LA.ND SOLD AMOUNT 

i11 1849 1847 ~ 1 G,442. 05 • • • • • • !.; 

1850 • • • 1848 • 9 105.52 

1851 • • 1849 • • 5,708.46 

1852 • • 1850 • • 6,471.36 

1853 • • 1851 • • 11,901.90 

1854 • • • 1852 • • 1,697.68 

1855 • • 1853 • • 54,241.58 

185G • • • 185 4 • • • 226,800.86 

Jan. 1, 1857 • • • • • 185,785. 32 

cpt. 2 I, 1857 • • • • • • 34, 219.34 

Oct. 2, 1858 • • • • • • 28 ,101.41 

Total • • • . ,'580, -175.48 

TIIE SEOOND l\IORRILL ACT Fl! ... D 

By an act of Congre , approvecl Al1g-u t 30, 1 )90, it was 
provided that there hould be annl1ally appro1)riated ot1t of 
any money in the Trea ury not otherwi e appropriated 
arising from the sales ot I)t1blic land , to each tate ancl Ter
ritory a um of mone.)T for the more com1)lete endoYrment 

1 United , tates Statutes at Large, Vol. IX, p. 34:0. 

'Reports of the Superintendents of Public Instruction, and Reports of the State 
Treasurers. 

• 

• 



ancl 111ain t nance of coll ge for the b n fit of ngri ·t1l tt1re 

anll the 1necha11ic art . }1 or the }"" ar nc,li11 J u11e 30, 1 90, 

thi-.; tlill -n·a to 1)e :· 15 000, n11cl there ,ra. to 1 e a11 a111111al 

inc1·ea e of the a111ot111t of . ucl1 a1)pro11riatio11 there,tft r for 

ten year lJ)7 an acltlitional 11U1 <)f x 1 U00 O\' .)r tl1e 11r :)ceding 

)-ear. The annual a1uo11nt to be l)aitl aft r th ex1 iration of 

thee te11 \ear" ·tva ,·2.s, 
J 

• 

rfhi · 1none) l\Tn to l)e a1)1)li (l or1ly· to in '"'tr11ctio11 i11 agri-

ct1lture: the n1echa11ic art~. tl1e l1.i11gli h langt1age, a11cl tl1e 

,,1.ri{)ll l1ra11che.' of 111a hematical. })11) ical nnt11ral. a11cl 

economic cience ,,,ith ..,}Jecial ref reuce to th ir a1)J)lic,1tion 

in the inc1n --trie of life a11cl t<J the farilitie ft)r uch i11 truc

tion. The Ulll UJ)])l'Ol)l'iat d l)}r thi act '' re to lJe })Ui<.l 

a11nuall)- on or lJPfore J 11ly a 1 f each )7 ear to the , ariou 
1 tate or Territorial rl'ren. urer or to an)" ot.11er officer o 

cle ignatecl l)y the legi lature. l)Oll the orller 0£ th tru -

tee of the y·ariou agriet1ltl1ral cc>ll ge , the e otlicer · ,,tere 
to l)a)-T o,,.er thi' 1none)T to the trea ·urer ot tl1e re 11ecti,·e 

i11 titutio11 entitlecl to it. The~e treasl1r rs ,, :..re t<) 1 e r -

1 uirecl to r e1)ort to the ~ecretal')T of ..tl.gricl1l tl1re n11cl the 

~ecretar;' of the lnteri r anuunJly on or 1Je£ore SeJJt 1ulJer 

1 a detailecl statement £ the aU1ot1nt o r cei v-ecl anll of it 
di 1Jt1rs 111eut. 

-'-l. ft1rther l)ro\ i io11 of the act ,, a that if a11y 1)ortio11 of 

the mone)T gra11tell lJ)- tl1i act l1ot1lcl by any action or con

tir1genc)... be dimiui~hecl or lo t or lJe mi. al)})liecl, it ·hol1lc.l 

lJe re1lacecl l } ... the ~1 tute or 'l'erritory to ,,Thich it 1Jelo11g cl· 

a11cl l1ntil t1ch r 1 ln.ce111 11t 110 ,·t1b ·e(1uent a1)1)ro1)riation 
. hol1ld l e a1)1)01tioued or J>n.i<.l to t1ch 1 tate or Territ,Or)"· 
~ portion of thi mone3r ,,Tas to lJe ap1)liecl, clir ct]:,- r in-
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directly, under any preten e whatever, to the purchase, 

erection, preservation, or repair of a11y building or buildings. 

The president of each uch college was to make an annual 

re1)ort to the ecretary of Agriculture and to the ecretary 

of the Interior regarding the condition and progre 0£ the 

college, including tatistical information as to it receiptiS and 

expenditures, it library, the number of its tudent and 

professors, and also as to any improvements and experi

ments made unde1· the direction of any experiment stations at

tached to said colleges, with thei1~ co t and re ult , and uch 

other industrial and economical statistics as might be regard
ed as useful. 1 

The grants of money authorized by this act were made 

subject to the legislative assent of the everal tates and T er
ritories to the purposes of the grant , as set down above. 

The first installment 0£ this fund, knovvn as the l\forrill 

Fund because the act of Congress making the grant was 
called the second Morrill act, was for the year 1 9. The 
Treasl1rer of the Agricultural College reports receipts from 
this source of revenue as follows :2 

1 889 • • • $15,000 1898 • • 823,000 
1890 • • • 16,000 1899 • • 2 4,000 
1891 • • • 17,000 1900 • • • 25,000 
1892 • • • 18,000 1901 • • • 25 000 
1803 • • • 19,000 1902 • • • 25,000 
1894 • • • 20,000 1903 • • • 25,000 
1895 • • • 21,000 1904 • • • 25,000 
1896 • • • 22,000 1005 • 25,000 • 

189'7·X· 
• • • 15,000 Total 8360,000 • 

1 United States Statutes at Large, Vol. XXVI, pp. 417-419. 
1 Census of Iowa, 1005, pp. cxix-cxx. 

•Change made in the ending of fiscal year. 

• 

• 
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FEDER L .All) TO EXPERI~fJ<j:NT ST A TIO~-. 

By an act of 1ongr , a1)1)roved :\farch 2 1 1 7 it ,va 
provided that, in each 1. tate or Terri tor)- ,, hich had , tab

lished or n·hich might after,,ard e tabli h an griculiural 
ollege 1·ecei ving aid from Federal land gra11 , an ex1Jeri

ment tation hould be e. tabli hetl a a cle1)artment of uch 

ollege. The pur1)0 e of thi exr erirnent ta.tion a tated 

in the act, 1va to aid in ac<1uiring and diff u ing among the 

people of the United 1-"tate u eful and practical inf rrnation 

on subject conn cted ~·ith agriculture, and to 11romote ci n

tific inve tigation and experiment re. 1Jecting the principle 

and application 0£ agricultural cience. '' 1'he la,v goes into 

considerable detail in enu1nerating I)ecific line of i11,~e tiga

tion and information to be pur ued at such xperiment ta

tion , but the e detail are not of di1·ect interest to u in thi 

di cu ion. 1 

For the purpo e of paying the nece ar}7 expeu es 01 con

ducting investigations and experiment and printing ~1nd 

di tributing re ult of such "Tork, the la"" ap11ro1)riated to 

each tate and rrerritory complying with the provi ions of 

the law the um of :fifteen thou aud dollars pet· annum. 

Thi um wa to be paid in four e<1ual c1uarterly instn,llment , 

on the first day of January, April, Jl1ly, aud October in each 

)~ear to the trea urer or other officer duly a1)pointed b)7 the 

go·verning boards of said colleges to receive the ame, the 

:first payment to be made Octobe1· 1, 18 7. Out of the first 

annual ap1)ropriation arising from thi act it ,ra permitted 

that any station might expend an amount not exceeding 011e

fifth of that appro1)riation in the erection, enlarg ment, 01· re-

1 United State,3 Statutes at Large, Vol. XXIV, pp. 440-442. 
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pair 0£ a building or bt1ilding nece ary £or carrying on the 

U"Ork of t1ch tation. .L\.£ter the fir t year an amot111t not 

xceecling five l)er cent of the annual appro1)riation cot1ld be 
expended £or the e purpo e . 

'fhe act J)rovided further that i£ any part 0£ the annual 

a]Jl)I'OJ)riation hot1ld remain unexpen<.led at the end of the 

~ ear the amount 11nex1)ended hould be deducted from the 

ne.xt ann11al ap1)ropriation, in order that the amount 0£ mon

e3,. apJ)ropriated to any tation hould not exceed the amount 

actually a11d nece arily required for it maintenance and 
support. 

The grant of money authorized by thi act were made 

st1bject to the legi lative a sent 0£ the evernl tate and Ter

ritorie to the pur1 o e of uch grant . .1:-\.ccordingly, at the 

next e sion of the General A embly of Iou"a an act wa 

pa ed and a1)pro~.red Iarch 1 18 , 8 giving such legi lati ~...-e 

a sent to the uses of the mone3, J)ecified in the act 0£ on

gre s by " 'hich the grant was made. By thi law the tate 
agreed to devote the mone)7 thu recei,Ted to the e tabli h

ment ancl SUJ)port of an agrict1ltt1ral ex1 eriment tation a a 

department of the Ionra Agricultural College a J)ro,Ticle<l 

by the act of ongress. 1 The money thu appropriated £or 

the Iowa Ex1)eriment tation ha been and i being u ed in 

conclucting experiments and inve tigation along the line 0£ 
agricultt1re, hortict1lture, and kindred re earch. A con id

erable 11umber of bulletin have already been publi hed and 
distributed. 

The amounts received by the tate Agricultural College 
as a re ult 0£ thi law have been a follo,v :2 

1 Laws of Iowa, 1888, p. 215. 

• Census of Iowa1 1905, pp. cxix-cxx 

• 



188 i . 3 750.00 18!)i 15,000.00 • • . 
• • • 

1888 • • 15 000. 00 1 sns-x• • • • 7,500.00 

1880 • • 15,000.00 180U • • • 15,000 00 

1890 • • • 18,750.00 1000 • • • 1.3,000.00 

189 1 • • 15,000.00 190 1 • • 15 , 000.00 

1892 • • • 15,000. 00 1H02 • • 15,000. 00 

18U3 • • 15,000.00 1903 • • • 15,000.00 

1894 • • 1.3,000. 00 1V04 • • • 15,000.00 

1895 • • 15 000.00 1905 • 15,000.00 

180G • • 15,000.00 1ot(tl • ·27 u, 000. 00 

Thi mone) ha l)ee11 ex11e11cl tl at ..c\111e i11 accor<l auce ,, ith 

the l)ro,~i io11 of the act gra11t i11g it . 'l 'h '.J ,,Tork clou at tl1 

ex1)eri1n 11 t tati n i of 011 •i(lerable i111 l )Cll'ia11 · to agri ·t1l
tural ancl indu trial education in Jo\\ a. ll ult· ha,~ l)l'(>vecl 

aud are pro,Ting that the granti11g of .F ecleral aicl to x1Jeri

ment ·tation i a ,,Ti e nncl 11rotitable 11olie1·. 

I{(Jl~ll ~ 1• l~t :u·1, T)[ 
• 

"I'IIE 
1
T A.TE u~r y·EJ{'-, l 'IY OF Io,,·.\. 

Iu,, .\. (111 1·, Io,, A. 

E'rom ... To, e1uber 11, 1807, to J nne 30, 1808. Cha11ge ninde in ending of fiscal 
year. 


