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glance at the educational "Triting of the pa t £ew ear 
,vill how that more and ruoTe attention i being paicl to the 

fina11cial problem of ducation. That thi i the ca e need 
no a1)olog}T· I t i not an indication that the mind of 

educator al'e becoming ordid ancl mercenar)" but im1)ly 

that educational thinker are becoming more fully awake 

to the £act that among the impo1~ant-indeed the e e11tial 
-£actor in the ucce ft1l admini tration of any educational 

institution are the £actor pertaining to it financial u1)port. 
\'\7hile the making of money hould 11ot l)e the end and aim 

of any ed t1cational in titution, et without fund and a 
mea ure of wi dom in their admini tration an educator, 

even with the loftie t ideal and ambition will u uall not 

be able to condt1ct a chool ucces ft1ll . Buildings mu t be 
e1·ectfld ancl equipped · heat light, and laboratory and 
library supplie mu t be i:>rovided; alarie of teacher mu t 
be paid; and £or many other purposes fund are e ential. 
The amount, ources care, and exp~nditure of funds hould 
receive even more attention than i now being gi,"en to 
these matters. The succe ful admini trator of educational 

affairs must have not only high ideal as to the end to 
be striven for in his work, but also ability to obtain, care 
£or, and t1 e fund for the attainment of uch en 1 . 

tudies of variou pha e o-f chool financing in the differ-
• 
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nt i..,tate. of the 11io11 111a,· l)e of 1nt1ch \~alue. .. 
tudie hol1ld l)e n1a(l e in nt 1 a~ t a fe,\T ~ tat<.,! i11 

1. ~ t1cl1 
,, l1ich 

are fol1ncl n1ethocl characteri t ic of a groUJ) of 1. 'tat . :b or 

exan11)le, i11 the 111atter of th care a11(l di 'J)O al of it , I1 ecl­
eral lancl gra11t Io,, a ma)· be taken a a t)'I>e c,f · :irtain 

~ 'tate of the 1'ii qj N.., iJ>J)i \ 7 cllle.)' . ()11 the otl1er har1d, oth r 

State of the .l\fiddle , ... e t have treatecl their land. recei,·ed 

froru t1ch ot1rce by method con iclerabl)" <lifrere11t frc)111 

tho e u eel lJ}. I o,Ya. A com1)arati ,e tlt(l} of the la,, . 

of the ,Tariou "tate · i. profitalJl not 0 11l}T fro1n the . tand­

point 0£ hi torical intere t lJt1t al, o for it . t1gge~ti,1e v·a] tie 
in the ne,ver States ,vhere chool Janel are ) t large]}· 
tin, old. 

~\ com IJlete under ·tanding ancl a111Jreciatio11 of J)re ent 
conclition i11 regard to almo. t an}- enter1)ri e de1)end i11 

a Jarge n1easure t1pon a k no\,1leclge 0£ the evolutio11 and 
gro\\·th of that ~ute1·1)ri e. .1\..ccordi11gl) , t he larger l)art of 

thi t11cl jT of Ji'erle,·ctl rr11(1) rtctte --'- l irl to E cl,1,~(ttio,1 iri l olorr 

i hi tori cal. The concl udiug chapter is (l e\~oted to a brief 
compari on of ._ ome Io"~a conclition ,,i.th tho e 0£ a fe ,v 
othe1· 8 tate . 

The ])re ent pape1· on F erle,·ctl (t 11<1 1 
1tr1te --'-1 irl to E clitca­

tiori i,i I ol11rt ha· g ro,vn out of the fir t of a erie. 0£ stt1dies 

1·ecently rnade and till being carried on b)T the ,v·riter and 

by otl1er gracluate tuclent · in the Department of Education 

at The State l Tniver it)- of I owa. Several other cliscus jons 
' 

of ,Tario11 pha e of eclucational finance are to follo\,,. This 
pape1· \\1'a J)re ented to the Facl1lty of the Graduate ollege 

of The tate U ni,yer i ty of Io"''a, and upon the recommen­
dation of Profe sor Fredericl< E. Bolton, I-lead of the 
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Depa1tment of Education, ,va acce1)ted in partial ft1lfill­
m nt of the requirement £or the degree of Doctor of Phi­

lo ophy. 
Acknowledgment and incere thank are due to Profe -

or Bolton £01~ numerou and helpful uggestion in thi 

tudy, and in a far deeper en e for a vie"' of the field 
and l)O ibilitie of education which ha, .. e been chiefly in tru­
mental in forming the writer' determination to devote hi 
life to educational work. Acknowledgment i due Pro­
~e or I3enjamin F. L: hambaugh, Head of the Department 
of Political cience in The tate niver ity of Iowa, who 
has kindly a i ted in ecuring acce to much 0£ the mate­
rial used and in editing and preparing the manu cript £or 

the pre . 

FEDERAL AID TO EDUCATIO l.1. IOWA 

FEDERAL LAND GRA TS 

]'rom an early date the Federal government has contrib­
uted materially to the encouragement and development of 
p11 blic schools and of other educational agencie . "\Vhen 
the nation was still in its infancy, before the adt)ption of the 
Federal Constitution, the spi.J:it wruch has re ulted in such 
activity wa ab·eady manifest. In the da s when the 
supreme law of the land was embodied in the 1ticle of 
Confederation the central government wa alread)r inte1·­
esting itself in laying foundations £or the education of the 
masses. The Congre s, engrossed a it was with the olt1-
tion of an almost countless number 0£ problem growing 
out of its own lack of power, of inter- tate struggles, and 
of dangers from foreign forces, yet kept in view the idea 
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that the au ,·anceme11t of education ,,,.a one 0£ the in11)orta11t 

£unction of the c 11tral go\,.ernment. Thu cl e1)l_y in the 

,-ery foundation of our national go\,.ernme11t ,,rerP al o laid 

the foundations of Federal encourage1ne11 t and E"ederal aid 
to J)Opular education. 

Fetleral aid to educatio11 ha been r~endered chi ~fl3r l)y the 

gra11ting of tract of lancl belonging to the nation at large. 

~\..t the clo e of tl1e l{e,,.olutio11 the large extent of la11d 

lyir1g l)etl\,.een tl1e Ohio and Ti i i1)pi 11.\:r l' " ,,,.a claiu1ed 

bJ" e\"'eral of the .. 'tate . l\ia acht1. ett. Connectic11t N e,v 

lT ork. and \.,.irginia each claimed a J)art, or in ~ome ca e, all 

of thi territo1•}T· The e conflicting claim lJade £air to be 

the cau e of feeling of trife and hatred, if not, ind ed, of 

actual warfare between the e "''tate . Ft1rthermore, the claim 

"ra made by other 1- tate that, ince thi land had lJee11 

lvon from England lJy all the tates united in co1nmon ,var­

£are, it hould belong to all in common and not to the 

.. "tate ha ,·ing pecial claims. irary land e l)ecially took a 

fir1n tand on the r1ue tion, refu ·iug to agree to the ..c\.rticle" 

of 
1

onfederation until title to thi lancl had b een give11 O\Ter 

to the Federal gover11ment. 1 £ter a con iderable time 

spent in fierce wrangling and bitter di l)utation the £our 

tate ga,,.e UJ) their e\"eral claim. , and the \\"e te1·n :frontier, 

kno,vn a the North,ve t Territory, became and rva gener­

ally recog1Jized a. a part of the national domain. 

It "Tas in the e tabli hment and adjustment of means for 

the control and di l)0 al of the 01thwest Territory that the 

:first indication are seen of the nation's policy regarding the 

1 Johns llopkins University ·tudie3 in, History and Political Science, ''lol. IX, p 
107, et seq 
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encouragement and de,elopment 0£ education a a ft1nction 

0£ the gen ral go,-ernment. In April 17 4, a plan £or ur­

, e)ing arid .. elling the land of the .,. orthwe t Territor)~ wa 

introdl1ced into 011gre b1? Thoma J effer on. Hi plan 

"'a not adopted. But in the follo,Ying )-ear another plan 

""a introduced containing ome 0£ the e ential feature 

1>re ented by J effer on and it ""a referred to a con1mittee 

£or con ideration. Thi committee pre ented to Cong1·e 

a mea llre wbicl1 after a 1nontb' debate and afte1· being 

ame11cled in man re pect... ""a adopted by ongre s, lay 

20, 17 5, under the title 0£ 1\.n ordinance £or a certaining 

the mode of di l)O ing of lands in the -nr e tern Territory. ' 1 

This ordinance l)rovided £or the manner in which dispo al 

could be made of t1ch te11:itory, cedecl b},. the indi,'i.dt1al 

1. 'tates to the ... nited .,tate , a had been purcha ed of the 

Indian tribe . 
To accompli h thi pur110 e it TI'a nece ary for the land 

to be ur,-reyed. Accordingl).,. a ur\·e or from each .,tate 

was to be appointecl b ongr or by a committee 0£ the 

tates. The e ur\Teyors ,,-..ere to divide the territor. into 

townships ix mile square by lines running due north ancl 

s011th, and other c1·0 sing these at right angle except 

where boundarie of Indian })t1rcha e might render it 

impracticable, and in uch ca e there ",.a to be departure 

from thi rule no farther than uch particular circum tances 

might rec1uire. These line \1{ere to be de cribed exactly on 

a plat, on ~,yhich were also to be noted by the urve or all 

mines, salt-spring , alt-licks, and mill- eat coming to their 

knowledge. The }Jlat of the town hi11 respectively ,vere 

1 Journals of Congress, V ol. IV, pp. 620-522. 

• 



to be mar keel 1J)1" u1)cli\~i. ion into lot of c>r1e 1nile r1nar 

or ix ht1ndred and £01t}1" acr . in the ~a111 :l (lire ·tio11 "1. the 

xternal line , an l nt1111 bered from one to tl1il't)7 -..,ix · a11cl 
• 

"~here ( from the al)0\7 e n1 ntione 1 at1 e. ) <)Ill} a fra tio11al 

part of a to~n hi1) houlu l)e ·t11·, .. e)1 d tl1 lot J)rotract <l 
ther on "ere to bear the .,;ame 11t1n11Jer a if th to,, n. hi1) 
had bee11 ntire. T]1i ordinance, h,1\ ing tl1t1 clir cted tl1 

i.: ur,~e3 ing of the land })roceeclecl to 1ual< tl1e 11ro, i~ic)11 
n~hich gi, e to the ordi11ance it chief i11ter t fro1n th 

tand1)oint 0£ eclucatio11. 'fhe exact "·ord .. of thi J)ro,~1. i<J11 

ar : 'There hall be re, er,~ed the 1 t "N .. o. 1 G, of e,~ery 

to,vi1..; hiJ) for the mai11tena11ce of pul lie chool'"' , ,vithi11 the 
aicl to" 11. hip. 1 

'fh11 the foundation wa laicl for the J)Olic)~ of ai<li11g 
chools b)r 111ean of land gra11t , "'hich has c ntin11ed clo,vn 

to the 11r ent ti1ue. In accortlnnce ,,?ith the J)olicy th11? 

inaugurated the Federal go\·er111n nt ha ' gra11te(l to the ,·ari­

ou Htate and 'I' rritorie man)- n1illio11~ of acre of lau<l 

for JJUlJlic chool . Acting on thi l)olic)-, the t Jnitecl 

~"tate, ha. ' grantecl to every ~tate enteri11g the ll nion J)re­

·viou. to i1.ugl1st 14, 1 ·4 , 2 the ixteeut,h . ection of ach 

to,vn~hip to be u&; eel for p11l)lic ~cl1ool ; ,vhile e,·er_) State 

ente1·ing the Vnion i11ce that elate ha r ceived the ix­
teenth and thirty- ixth section for uch })lll'l)O. ·e. 3 

A bout tY~to and one-half } ear later the C"o11ti11ental ( 1011-

gre , again ado1)ted mea ure relating to ducation. Indeed, 

two legi lati,Te enact1nents no,v follow cl in the pirit of the 

1 Journals of Congress, ,rol IV, p 521. 
2 Date of passage of an act to es tablish tlte T er1itorial government of Oregon. 

e Report of the Co1nnlissioner of Education, 1880, pp. x.xix-xxx. 
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Land Ordinance of 17 5. In the fir t of the e educational 

111atter ' ,,·ere c1ealt " ·ith in general term ; while in the 

econ cl, pecific tatement ,Y re u ed. 

On July 13, ] 7 7, ongre ado1Jted ..An Ordinance for 

th Go·vernment 0£ the Territo1~y 0£ the -Cnited tate , 

north n·e. t 0£ the ri ~;·er Ohio.'' 1 Thi i the mea ure popt1-

larl)1 l)Oken 0£ a the ' Ordinance 0£ 17 ' 7.'' In the third 

article, thi ordinanc declare that Religion, morality and 

know ledge, being nece ar to good go~ernment and the 

hap1)ine s 0£ mankind, chool and the mean of education 
hall £orever be encouraged.' W e ha\'e here a general 

tatement of the po ition " .. hich the Federal government 
then took and ha ince continued to hold with regard to 

education. uppo1t of ~ cbools wa not among the powers 
granted by the Article 0£ on£ederation et here is the 

statement that by the nited tates '' school and the means 
0£ education ~ hall forever be encouraged.'' Although the 

._'tate were, and e\"'er have been, jealou ly watching the 

Federal government, £earing that it would appropriate to 
itself power belonging to the tate , yet the Federal policy 
of encouraging and aiding education has never been ques-

tioned or objected to. · 
Ten days after the pas age 0£ the Ordinance 0£ 1787 

Congre s, on July 23, 1787, enacted a mea ure making 
specific p1·ovi ion £or grant 0£ land £or the upport 0£ edu­
cation. 2 It granted certain ~ powers to the Board 0£ Treas­
ury to contract for the sale of the Western Territory.'' 

The Board of Treasury " 'a in £act empowered and author-

1 Journals of Congress, Vol. IV, pp. 752-754. 
2 Journals of Congress, , ... ol. IV, Appendix, pp. 17, 18. 

• 
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ized to contract with an51 })er on or l er on for a grt1nt of a 

tract of land within the ,, e tern territor\r of tl1e nation . 
• 

\\

7

ithin e\-en ). ar after the completio11 of the urv } i11g of 

thi tract the purcha er ,vere to la ' off the ,v hole tract int 

town hip and fractional IJart of town hi1J and di vicle the 

ame into lot according to the Land ()rclinance of 17 .5. In 
an tract of land conve} eel u11d r thi · mea ur the lot .1 To. 
16 in each tc>,,~11~hi1) or fractional l)art of a to,·r11 hi}) ,,~a to 

be given perpetual} j. to th pur1Jo P contained in the La11cl 

rdinance namel!7
, the maintenance of })l1l)lic .. chool 

l\·ithin the . aid tow11. hi1J. '' 1\ furth r pro\ i. io11 of thi 
Ordinance ,va that there ,vere to be gi \Ten not 1uor than 

t\"\'"O co1nplete to~-n hip to be ll eel })er1Jetuall}- for the p11r­

po e of a uni \?er ity. 'l"hi lancl ,~;ra · to be laid off b}- the 

purcha er or J)urcha er , a near a· n1ight be to the cen tf'r £ 
the tract, o that the ame houl<l be good land. It '\\"a. to 

be applied to it intended ol)ject b legi ·latiou of the ~ "tate. 

Thi latter enactment i 0£ e 11ecial intere t fron1 th fa.ct 

that it not onl3r i .. ba ed upon and 11ut into definite OJ) r­

ation the l)olicy of granting the sixteenth . e ·tion in ach 

t0'17
Il hip for l)ublic i chool , but it al o mark the l)eginuing 

of the policy of Federal land grant £or founding and l1J)­

porting u11i ver itie . llere \Vere fir t o,vn the e ;)d fro111 

which wa de tinecl to J)ring the pre ent great tree of 1.. 
1tate 

niver ity education "hich to-da)7 give of it abundant 

and inc m1)arable fruit to thou ands of the nation citi ­

zen . H ere the governn1ent aid that not only conin1ori 

but also llir;lier education i rightl to be encot1raged b the 
national government. 

uch were the beginnings of the policy of Feel ral aid to 

• 
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education bjr 111 an 0£ lancl grant . Thi J)Olicy moreover, 

ha been foll ,Yecl, to a greater or le degree and ,rith 
ome variation , in e'ter. ,._ tate admitted to the lT nion and 

in every rferritory organized ince the acloption of the Fed­

eral 10n titution · ancl £or agricultural college 01· other 

educational agencie it ha " been extended to the thirteen 

original .._ 1 tate a well. 

rrhe fruit , of thi Federal policy ha,e been enjoyed by 
Io"'a, ,vhich ha recei\Ted grant at clifferent time and £01· 

,Tariou purpo e . In addition to tract of land donated 

s1Jecifically for aid to education, thi tate ha recei\"'ed land 

grants macle lJy Oongre for other J)urpo e and after,,,ard 

turned over by the 'tate to ed11cational agencie . The ev­

eral Federal land gTant macle to I o,r-a £or education or 

1nade rrith other end in ,Tiew and a£terlvard diverted to 

educational 1 urpo e are a follow :-

1. The Sixte nth ~ ection Grant. 

2. The Fi,~e IIunclred rfhou and Acre Grant. 

3. The Uni,-er ity Gra11t. 

4. The Agricult11ral ollege Grant . 

5. The 1..'aline Land Grant. 

6. The Five 1 ection i-rant. 

7. The 'wa1np Land Grant. 

It i .. the intention to notice in the following page 

,v hen, ho,,T, ancl for ,vhat 1Jur1)oses the e g·rants -n·ere made; 

by whom cared for and sold; h o-n" much money has been 

received therefrom (in so far as may be ascertained); and 

how much, if any, 0£ these lands yet remain un old. In£01·­

mation as to these matters has been obtained chiefly by an 

examination of laws and resolutions passed by the tate or 

• 

• 



FEDERAL AlD T EDU 1.1\1"ION I ~T 10\VA 5f53 

the Territorial legi latt1r . ~ f.ro111 a t }>a secl l)) the 11ational 

Congre in o far a the e act. 11ertai11 to lnucl gra11t 111ade 
to Io"·a alone or to Io,,~,l rtlo11g ,,·ith otl1er "' tat ; fro111 

report of the .._ 'tat 1\. t1clitor. ·, Tr a "t1rer \ and i.." 1111eri11te11d­
ent of Public In trt1ction in Iolra; and fro111 ~ e,1 ral les. · 

exten i ,e general a11cl .. }) cial re1)ort })ertaining to duca­
tion in I oTI·a. Th a1uou11t care, and. ex1)endit 11re of th 

fund ari ing from th ale of the ·e land grrtnt are lJei11g 
-nrorked out in another . tucl)r ,vhich it i ho1 eel ,, ill 1) ptl l)­
li heel in the near future. 

'l1IIE . IX'l'El~NTII EC'I'ION GR~\~ l' 

In the foregojng 1>age it i · ho1'rn ho TI'" cl t1ri11g the 
JJeriotl of the 

1
<>nfederation, the national go"-er11me11t cle­

clared it J)olic)T of re er,~ing the ixtee11th ectio11 in each 

to,'"·n hip £01· the UJ1})0rt of choo1 . 1. 'haring iu thi .lfec.l ­
eral aicl, t he 1. ,tate of Iolva r cei,e(l lancl fo l' e tal)li hi11g 
and 1nai11taining common chools. The grant to Iolva ,,Ta 
made by an act 0£ Congres , a1 J)l'O\"ed 1\larch 3, 1845-the 
act 1)relimi11ary to Iorra's admi ion into the nio11. 1 'fherein 

certain }) l'OJ)O ition ,vere laid do,vn by the national go\·e r11-
n1ent, \V hich i£ acce1)ted by the ,tat legi latt1re, vve1·e to 
beco1ue olJljgatory u1Jon the Lnited 'tate . 'I'he £r --t of 

the e pro1 o ition ,,·as that ' ection nl1mbered i.xteen in 
every to,,1 11 hi}) of the })U blic land, and, where uch section 

ha been sol<l or other,vi ·e di po. ed of, other land ec1 ui ,.,a­
lent thereto and as contiguous thereto a may be, shall be 
granted to the .._ tate £or the use of school . " 

'rhi pro1)0 ition together ,,'"ith other laid <l.o'rvn by the 
1 '[l nited States Statutes at Large, Vol. V , pp. 780-790; reprinted in Sham­

baugh's Docunientary ilfaterlalRelattng to the History of Ioiua, Vol. I, pp. 125-128 
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act, \'{as accepted by an act of the General Assembly 

approved January 15, 1 49. 1 

1'1orev r, the on titution under which Io,va became a 

tate declare that ''the General embly hall encourage, 
by all uitable mean , the promotion 0£ intellectual, cien­
tific, mo1·al, and agricultural im1)ro,--ement. The proceeds 
of all land that ha,Te been or hereafter may be granted by 
the nited .._ tate to thi tate, for the UJ)port of chool 
which shall herE>after be old or di posed of, . . . . hall be 
and remain a perpetual fund the intere t of which, together 
"rith all the rent of the un old lancl , . . . . . hall be 
in,.,iolably ap1)ropriated to the ~ UJ)l)Oiii of common schools 
throughout the tate. 2 Almo t exactly the e ame word 
,vere also incor1)orated in Article IX (second part) ection 3 
0£ the new on titution, 3 adopted by the onstitutiona] 

onvention, '.larch 5, 1857, approved by vote 0£ the l)eople 
of the ~1tate ugu t 3, 18!>7, and announced a the supreme 
la,v of the Commonwealth by Governor G1'imes in a procla­
mation is tied ~ eptember 3, 1857. 4 Thu Iowa accepted 
the 'ixteenth ection Grant, and took u1Jon itself the 
responsibility of wi ely caring £or and administering it to 

the purJ>Ose £or which it had been made. 
In sot1thea tern Iowa, a tract 0£ land containing about one 

hundrecl and thirteen thou and acres, and kno,vn as the Half­
Breed Tract had been granted, in 1834, to half-breeds 0£ the 

1 Laws of Iowa, 184.8, pp. 121-122; see also Shambaugh's DocumenJ,ary Material 
Relating to the IIistory of Iowa, Vol. I , pp. 131, 132. 

: Article X, Sec. 2-See Laws of I o1.va, 1846, p. 13. 
8 Journal of the Constitutional Convention [Appendix], p. 21. 
4 Sbambaugh's lfessages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vo). II, 

p. 109. 

• 

• 
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~ 'ac and F ox India11 . ..1.\. t hi land bad b een granted t o the 

Indian in fee- im pl the ixteen th ~ection 0£ the to,\ n hip 

therein cot1ld not be re r ,7 ed for . chool }Jt1rpo, e. . rt \Va ~ 

to mak good to the i 'tate the 101 0£ chool land in thi 
tract that Cong re l e11act d 11.ug u .. t 23, 1 42, a mea ure to 

authorize the el ectio11 of -.; chool lancl in lie11 of t ho e g ranted 

to the half-breed · of t he ... 'ac a11d Fox India11.. . By this 

act it ,, a pro,,ided that. '' t11e com111i ioner of t he nnt,j r of 

L ee in the 1"' rritor) 0£ I o,va be, and they are hereby, 

authorized to el ect, of an. of the J)ll blic lancl c,£ t he l J nite<l 

.. 

1

t ate ubject t,o pri, ate entr)~ ,vithiu the Io,,ra T erritorJ\ 

one ection -for each ent ire to1'·n hiJ) of land in the 'half­

b reed t ract, ' in <; aid cot111t}r and a pro1)ortional c1 ua11tity for 

each fractional to ,,Tn hi1) ju aic.l cot1nty, under . uch rule ancl 

r egulations a shall be pre cribed L } r the "ecretary 0£ the 

Trea t1ry ~ whieh land, ,,rhen el ected hall be u bj ect to the 

a me rule and regu] ation a th e ixteenth ection in all the 

tO\VU hi11 · of t he public land arc subj ect.,, 1 Thu the t ate 

wa compen ated for ,,rhat ,,·ould have other ,,1i e been a los 

0£ ome of i t public ch ool land . 

Furthe1~more, in ome other part 0£ the T erritory th e 

ixteen th ection h ad been settled , and o could not b e d e­

voted to t he t1 e of chool ~ ,vithout g reat inju tice to th e 

settler ! and almost e11dle. lit igation on the })art 0£ the 

g overnment. T o ob viate this difficult}T an<l. still provide 

£or t he ~ t ate' ob taining it £Lill and ju t amount of land, 

Congress enactecl , J t1ne 15, 1 44, t hat ''\vhenever the six­

t eenth ection in aid T erritorie [ Iowa ancl Florida J either 

in whole or in part , are now, or may hereafter be, included 
1 United tates Statutes Qt Large, Vol. V , p . 522. 
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in private claim held by title confirmed or legally decided 
to be ,~alid and u:fficient, other land eq ui v·alen t thereto 

,vithin any land di trict in aid T erritorie mo t adjacent to 
aid land o taken up b priv-ate claim , which have been 

offered at public ale and remain un old, may be elected in 
lieu thereof, under the direction 0£ the ecretary 0£ the 

• 

Trea ury, and the lands o elected hall be entered in the 
office of the regi ter 0£ the land di trict in 1rhich they may 
lie, and be by uch regi ter reported to the Commi ioner 0£ 
the General Land O ffi.ce a chool lands selected under thi 

act. ''1 

In consec1uence of the ixteenth .,ection Grant there Tve1·e 
t urned O\Ter to the tate of Iowa, to be used in uppo1i; 0£ 
the common school , 1,014,331.05 acre of land. The loca­
tion of tbi land, with the number 0£ acres in each county, 

is shown by the following table: 2 

TABLE I 

COUNTY NO. OF .A CRES I COUNTY NO. OF ACRE 

Adair • • • 10,240. 00 Butler • • • 10,240.00 

Adams • • • 7,680.00 alhoun • • 10,240.00 

Allamakee • • 11 ,520.00 Carroll • • 10,240.00 

Appanoose • • 10,240.00 Cas • • • 10,240.00 

Audubon • • 7,680.00 Cedar • • • 10, 240.00 

Benton • . • 12,800.00 Cerro Gordo . IO, 240. 00 

Black Hawk • 10, 240. 00 herokee • • 10, 240.00 

Boone • • • 10,240.00 Chickasaw • 7,680.00 

Bremer • • • 7,080.00 Clarke . • • 7,680.00 

Buchanan • • 10,240.00 Clay • • • 10, 240.00 

Buena Vista . • 10,240.00 Clayton • • 13,715.08 

1 United States Statutes at Large, Vol. V, p. 666. 

i Report of the Secretary of State (Land Department), 1903, pp. 6-7. 



COL~TY :so. 01· \{ RE COU"!\T \ ·o 01-' A CR}.; ~ II 
1 linton • • 13,016.77 Lee . • • • 9, U04. 45 
1rawford • 12 800. 00 Linn • • 12,800.00 

Dalla, • • • 10,240.00 Loui-,a . • • 'i, 4 '38. ~5 
D avi • . • • 10,240.00 L t1ca • . • 7,680.00 
D ecatur • . • 10,240.00 L;; on • • • 11,520.00 • 

Delaware . IO 240. 00 laclison • • l 0, ~40. 00 
D e · Moine • • 7,392.81 }!aha ka • • 10,240.00 
Dickin on • • 7,680.00 Iarion • • 10,240.00 
Dubuque . • • 11,304.00 ~larshall • • 10,240.00 
Emmet • • • 7,680.00 i\1 ill • • • 8,000.00 
Favettc . • 12,800 00 l\litchell • • 1 o, ~4-0. 00 .. 
Flovd . • • • 7,680.00 ~lonona • • 13,228.74 ~ 

Franklin • . • 10 240.00 !)fonroc • • 'i,680.00 
Fremont • • • 10,080.00 lvlontgomery . 7,680.00 
Greene • • • l 0,240. 00 luscatine • 7,036.83 
Grun<ly • • • 8,960.00 O'Brien • • 10,240.00 
Guthrie • • 10,240.00 0 °'Ceola • • 7,680.00 
Hamilton • • 10,240.00 Page • • • 10,240.00 
llaucock • • 1 o, 2 4-0. 00 Palo Alto • • 1 o, 240. 00 
H ardi11 • • • 10,240.00 Plymouth • 15,322.05 
IIarri on • • 12,234.17 Pocahontas 10, 240.00 
Ilenry • • • 7 680. 00 P olk • • • 10,240.00 
Howard • • • 10,240.00 P otta ,vattamie 17,658. 46 
II u111Lol<l t • • 7,680.00 Poweshiek • 10,240.00 
Ida • • • • 7,680.00 Ringgold • . 10,240.00 
I owa • • • • 10,240.00 ac • • • • 1 o, 240. 00 
J ackso11 • • • 11,143.22 Scott • • • 8,632.67 
Jas1>er • • • 12,800.00 1l1elby • • 10, 240.00 
J effer on . 7,680.00 • 

14,116.07 • • lOUX . • 

J ohnson • • • 10, 880.00 tory • • • 10,240.00 
J ones • • • • 10,240.00 Tama • • • 12,800.00 
J{eokuk . • • 10, 240.00 1,aylor • • 10,240.00 
Ko suth 1 '7,020.00 . 

7,680.00 • • • n1on • • 
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COt;KTY NO OJ:' A CRE COU 'ST\ I NO . OF a CRE._ 
I - -

an Buren • • 9, 146.78 ,,r innebago • 7,680. 00 

W apello • • • 7,680. 00 ,vinne biek • 12,800.00 

\Varren • • • 10,240.00 ,voodbury • 15,680. 00 

,va hington • 10, 240.00 W orth . • • 7, GS0. 00 

W ay11e • • • 1 o, 240 . 00 W right • • 10 240.00 

W eb ter • • • 12, 800.00 Totc1l • • 1,014,33 1. 05 
-. 

R elative to the number of acre included and actually re­

c ived by the tate under the ~ixteenth ection Grant Frank 

D. Jackson, ecretary of tate in hi re1)ort for the bi­

ennial period ending June 30, 1 9, a;rs : 'fhe c1uantity 

received by the "'tate under the ixteenth ection grant ha 

been given in the report of the tate land depart ment, here­

tofore i ued, a 1,013,614. 21 acres. By a careful footing 

of the c1 uant it ies of the ection and fractional ections re­

ceived under the grant a they are gi,ren on the government 

J)lats in the office, I find that there are of the land in place 

1,002, 441. 24: acre , and of the land gi,,.en in lieu, 11, 889. 1 

acre, making in all, 1 014,331. 05 acre . IIo,vev·er , it a11-

pear that a con idern.ble <J uant it of the e land ha di ap­

peared by encroachment 0£ the Thlis i ippi ancl J\:Ii ouri 

ri er . In one in tance a full half- ection-32(J acre - in 

Fremont cot1nty, ha been wa bed away, so that the quantit 

as originally gi ven, i now, perhap , very nearly the true 

quantity. " 1 

This grant having been made, upon the tate cl evol ed 

the duty 0£ caring for and disposing of the land thu granted, 

ancl 0£ seeing that the ft1nd accrt1ing from it hould be 

applied to the purpo es set forth in the ongres ional ac·G 

1 Report of the Secretary of State (Land Department), 1889, p . 6. 

• 
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making the grant. ccordingly, on F ebrt1ary .;/5, I -! 7 a11 

act of t he l egi lature TI~a aJ)pro,7ed to 1n et thi r e<1 t1ir n 1 ~nt . 1 

rr hi~ act pro,,.idecl t hat the 1,ru t e ?, of the e'{eral tonr11 hip 

i11 the countie of the Htate houlcl exami11e in their r e~1>~ct­

i ,·e to,vn hip · t he ixte nth ection or lt1ntl g ranted in li u 

t hereof, and 11llot t hi land into parcel uch a the th oug h t 

,,roul<l be t uit }Jt1rcha ers a.11d lvould lJe t ad \"ance t he 

intere. t of the chool fund, confor1ning a far a they 

th o11g ht be. t to the legal 11l)-div·i ion. made b)r t he l Tr1ited 

>..·tate urvey . They ,,,.ere to J)lace ur)on a.ch parcel a 

value not tc> be le . than one d ollar and t,ventJ .. -fi ,,.e cent 

})er acre, if t he J)arcel ,,rere not ettled UJ)On. Bt1t if any 

IJer on h ot1lcl ha,"e ettlecl and mad e im11rovem ent on the 

ixtee11th ection J)reviol1 to it .. t1r,;e}T he ,va to 11otify th e 

ount_y F u11cl '0111mi ioner of that £act. The ·ettler then 

~•a, to .. elect 011e a1)1)rai er , t he ommi io11e1· a cond and, 

if nece-.. ary to an agreement, these t,,,o might choo e a third. 

1'he 'e aJ)prai ·er ,,rere to al)})l'ai e first the land, exclu ive of 

t he imJ)l'O\ eru ~ut 1

, and then the i1111)rov·e1nent by the111-

el , .. e ·. The occ111)ant ,"\ .. a, to be 11ermitted to }JUrcha e the 

land at it a1)1)rove<l \'alue, if he hould d o o " "'ithin ten 

d <l)TS after the a1)1)rai al. In the ca e 0£ hi failure to })Ur­

cha e it "'ithin ten <lay , t l1e land 11ras to be off re<l t1t J)ublic 

sale to the l1ighe t bidder , th e elling J)rice being not less 

tha11 the app rai ·eel ,-alue. The purcha er ,va th en to pay 

the former occl1pant ca .. h for the im1)rove1nent on the land 

to the amot111t of t he apJ)rai ed , .. alue 0£ t1ch i1n1Jro,1 ements. 

In ca e t he lan<l thu ofrerecl f or ale to the highe t bidcler 

wa. not old, t he former occu1)ant conld remain upon it l)y 
1 Lau;s of Io11;a, 1847 , pp. 100-104. 
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paying annually to the i..""1 uperintendent o-£ Public In truction, 

for the u e of the chool fund intere t on the apprai ed 
value of the land and the imp1--ovement together at the 1ate 

of ten per cent per annum from the day the tate of Iowa 

wa aclmitted into the enion until the ale of land a pro­

vided above. 
Land not pr viou ly ettled upon were b thi act placed 

in the hand of the Fund 1ommi ioner of the ~tario11 

countie . The e ommi ioner , having received from the 

Town hip Tru tee the allotment and appraisement of any or 

all of the ixteenth ection within their re pective countie , 

or land granted in lieu thereof, were to gi ,~e thirty day , 
notice by "Tritten or printed ad \ .. erti ement in three of the 

mo t p11blic places of the count. and one in the town hip 

in which the land wa ituated, and then ell the land to the 

highe t and best bidder. One-fourth 0£ the purcha e money 

was to be paid in ad ,~ance, and the balance could be paid on a 

credit not exceeding ten year bearing intere ... t at the rate of 

ten I)er cent per annum from date 0£ sale until paid-the 

interest to be paid annually at the office of the Fund Com­

missioner. Or, if the pt1rcha er o de ired, he could pay the 

entire amount in advance. In ca e of the pa, ment of the 

entire amount, the ommi ioner ,va to give the purcha er 

a certi£cate of purchase, 1v hich entitled him to a patent to be 

issued by the Governor 0£ the tate. In the case of lands 

purchased upon a partial credit, a written contract igned by 

the parties was to be :filed and recorded in the ommisioner's 

office, and during the continuance of such contract it hould 

be lawful £or the purcha er or his assignee to pay the 
principal and interest dl1e on the contract, and receive a cer-

• 

• 

• 
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tificate of J)Urcha._ e entitl i11g hi111 to a latent from the 
Governor. 

In order to make the date for tl1e J)U)-inent of intere t the 

ame in all ca e , all co11tract TI ere to mak ~ January l 

follo"·ing the 1)urcha e the day for the fir t JJn) 111 11t of 

i11tere t, ancl J)a}rment ,\a to l)e annual thereafter. If i11ter­

e t ,vere not laid ,,,hen cl t1e the on1mi ioner could eitl1er 

d clare the contract forfeited, or collect the interest b)r uit. 

In the ca e of land. of ,,·hich the chief value con i tetl in 
the t irnl)er ther on or of \"\rhich the ,Talue \Va 111 a11}T "a)' 

lialJle to lJe co11 iderablv reduced, it \Va made la,vft1l £or the ., 

Funcl 'ommi ioner to clemand entire pay1n nt i11 aclvance, 

or to <l.emand good colla,teral ecurity for the J)a 1nent of 

J)Urcha e money not l)aid in ca h at the t in1e of ale. 

Th act prO'-"ided that tl1e "B und ("ommi ione1· h uld 
keel) a record 0£ all hi tran action . 

Eleven month later, January 24, 18..J: , thi law wa 

amended by an act of the ~ 'tate legi lature, l)roviding that 

the right and IJrivilege conferred 11pon the ettler of the 

ixteenth ection 0£ the public land hould al o be enjoyed 

by the a igne or legal representative 0£ these settler . 1 

All per on who had ettled or hould thereafter ettle 11pon 

the ixteenth ection , after they had been surveyed, ·hould 

enjoy the sam right H, tho e ettling thereon before th 

11rvey, except that these latter ettl r , claiming the right 

0£ preemption, hould pay an aclvance 0£ fifty per cent over 

and above the a})prai ed \Talue of the land in its unimproved 
state. 

On Jant1ary 2!5, 184 , the original act for the manage-
1 L aws of Ioioa (Extra ession ), 1848, pp. 50-60 . 

• 

• 
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1nent and di po al of the common chool land and £t1nd ",.a 

further au1en.tlecl, in that it ""a nacted that the ten I er cent 
interest, pa)"able on the t1npaid portion of the valuation 0£ 
land ol<l partly on time hould be paid to the Fund om-

1ni ioner of the county rather than to the "u1)e1·intendent 

of Public Instruction. 1 

In an act n,p1)1·oved January 15 1 4 9 devoted chiefly to 

the election and di po al 0£ the Fi-ve Hundred Thou and 

Acre Grant the ixteenth ection Grant was al o briefly 
con idered. 2 It " ,.a the1·e provided that i£ at an)- time it 
appeared to the Fund ommi ioners that the chool fund 

wa liable to be injured by p11tting any portion of the 

sixteenth ection on the market, they hould have po"1 er to 
reserve the ame. Provi ion wa al o made fo1· the v•i iting 

0£ the everal counties by the uperintendent of Public 
In truction. uch vi it were for the purpo e of ins1)ecting 

the book 0£ the Fund Commi ioner and making such 
adj11stment of the chool fund a were nece ary to be t 

carry O11t the de ire of the General .J..ooembly. The t1per­
intendent, ho,vever, "1 as not to ha,e control of any of the 
fund in the hand of the Commi sioners t1nle the General 

A s embly should peci.fically so enact. 
Provision ~1a al o made by thi act £or 1·e ur,·eying 

school land in ca e 0£ such nece ity. It lvas provided 

that no per on hould be allo"1 ed to preempt more than 
one hundre(l and ixty acre . The Fund ommi sioner wa 

re,ruired to report to the Prosecuting Attorney 0£ the 
county the name or any person delinque11t in the pa)1 n1e11t 

1 Laws of Iowa ( Extra essi on), 1818, p. 02. 

t Laws of Iowa, 1818, p 151. 

• 



FEDERAL AID TO EDU TIO ... - I ... ,,. 10\\T .t\ 5 .... 3 

of intere. t due on a11)r loan of a J)Ort iou of th ·hool fu ucl 

tlnd t l1e Pro ect1ti11g ..t.'ittorne) ,Ya to itn1nediately lJegi11 
action for collecting uch i11t rest. 

rrhe ixteeutl1 ._ ectio11 chool ln.11 <.l · r 1naiued t111tler the 

control of the Fund ommi io11er t1util the G =>11eral ..L\. e111• 
blyT aboli he<.l the offi ce b) a11 act UJ)J)ro, .. ed ~larch 23, 1 5 . 1 

The land ,vere then J)la.ced i11 tl1 ~ hand of the 1ountJ' 

J uclg·e and T O\\Tn hiJ) rrrustee . .Ll. rea1)1)rai en1eut of t he 

ix teen th ection land · ,,?a to J)lace the true v ,ll tl n J)011 

each J)a1·cel, thi ,·alue 11ot to lJe le ' tha11 t,, o clollar. aucl 
fift)~ cent J)er acre. rrhi: aJ)prai. ement n1acl ;) h}'" the T o,,·n-

hi1) Trt1 tee. ,, a to be re1)01ied to the Count}" Judge. Ile 

might either a1)1)rov·e it or direct a 11e,,T a1Jprai al. rl~her1 
the J t1dge a11cl the T o,,Tn hi1) rfrt1 tee' ,,rere to meet and 

determi11e u1Jon the ad \·i abilit)r of elliug part or all of the 

land. The manner of adv rti ing and elli11g that ,,rhich 

they shoulcl cletermine to sell TI'as pecifiecl by t hi act. I t 

differed but little in e sentia.l detail from the ]>lan for1nerl}r 

follo1'1 ed by the Funcl 1on1n1i ion r. The }) l'O\Ti ion " 'a 

macle that no sale cot1ld l)e effectecl for le ., than the 11e,vl)' 
apprai ed valuation. 

Another act, ' J) l'0\1 iding for the n1anagemeut of t he 

l. 1 chool Fund ancl the 'ale 0£ the .. chool Land , '' ,,;,-as J)assecl 

.L\. pril 3, 1 ) GO, J)Utting the control of t he sixteent h ectio11 
lands into the hancl of the Boarcl of k" t11)er ,1 i ors of the 
everal countie a11cl the T o,,,u hip Trt1 tee . 2 I t pro,·icled 

for the a1)prai 'eu1e11t 0£ school land by the Trt1steeR, but 
dicl not I)ecif}" any n1ini1nt1111 valuat ion. I t im1)l}' r lc1t1ired 
·----

1 Laws of I o,va, 1868, pp. 303-300. 
2 Laws of Iowa (ltevision of 1800), p 350. 
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them to '' apprai e each tract at -n·hat they belie,e to be it 
true val11e. ' 

In hi annual re1)ort for 1 63 J . .11. Har,-e~ , R egi ter of 

the ~ 'tate Land flice, pointed out thi hortcoming and ug­

ge ted a re1nedy for it, aying: ' l de ire to call attention to 

the apprai e1nent of thi land. I e\·er under any of the 

JJre, iou law cot1lcl either thi or any 'chool Land be 

valt1ed or purcha ed at l e than '1. 2 .3 per acre. But under 

the law no,v in force, the T own hip Tru tee , in a1)prai ing 

the 16th section land , ' hall a1)prai e each tract at Tr hat 

they believe to be it true ,alue, etc. There is no mini-

111um for the valuation. nder thi law ome of the chool 

land in Butler county ha'Ve been appraised and sold a low 

a ' t,,{enty-five cent per acre. 'There i very little of the 

school land in this "tate that i not ,1torth at lea t <i 1. 25 

per acre, whil t the mo. t 0£ it i ,vorth more· and the poJicy 

of permitting it to be old for l e appear to me at lea t 
very doubtful. ''1 

In respon e to this suggestion the l egislature, by an act 
. approved 1farch 29, 1864, enacted that ''hereafter no chool 

lands shall be sold £or less than one dollar and twenty­

five cents })er acre. ''2 

During the next few y·ears it became still more clearl3r 

evident that chool land wa being sold £or le than it t rue 

value, and that some steJ)S must be taken to stop it. ..t\.c­

cordingly, on January 24 1870, the legi lature pas ed a 

joint resolution to the effect that all unsold chool lands in 

the tate of I owa hould be ,vithdrawn £1·om the market 

1 1?.eport of the Register of the State Land Office, 1803, p. 7. 

» L aws of I owa, 1864, p. 152 . 



until the fu~ t da}r 0£ the foll "'·ing farch, t l1at i , fnrch 1 

1 70. 1 On l\farch 2 I , 1 7 f), a la ,,y ".,.a a111 ro, d to the efl' ct 

that no J)art of the ixteenth , ection nor la11cl. el t cl i11 li t1 

thereof, nor an}1 pa1t of t l1e :B"i \."e IIundred 'fhot1. a11cl ~er 

G1·ant nor an " other . chool land ,,, hat o ,·er , hould l)e olcl 
• 

£or le than a minimt1m J)rice of ix clollar J) ~r a r . 'fl1e 
act pro\.,.ided, ho,,,,e, er , that if the 13oarc,l of ~uper, i ·or had 

offerecl for ale, according to la~,,. an)T cho l lancl ancl hacl 

been unable to ·ell them for a 1nt1ch a i.x dollar per acre, 

and i£ the Boarcl thought that it ,vot1lcl be i1n1)0. il)le to get 

a much a, ix dollar per acre for 11ch lt1ncl , a11d thol1ght 
that it ,vould be to the be t intere t ~ of the chool ft1ncl to 

ell £or le .- than that price, the Board coulcl in truct the 

ounty At1ditor to tran mit t the l~egi t er of the State 

Land Office a COJ)J of the p1~oceeding of the Board relati,~e 

to the land in 1ue tion. The Register 0£ the ~"tate I-'n11d 
Office " rould then ubmit thi tran ript to the State en t1 

Board, and a ma.jorit)· of that Boarc.l i11cluding the l{egi ter 

of the Land Office could allo,,T and order the ale of 11ch 

land £or a price le tba11 six dollar })er acre. But l1nder 

such circum tance no land wa to be sold for a price le ., 

than one dollar and tlventy -fi,"e ceut.~ per acre. This act 

al o J>rovidecl that no chool lands should be old in a11y 

Congre ·ional to,vnship until there "·e1·e at least twenty-fiv·e 

legal voters resid nt in uch town hiJ), or in a fractional 
to,·vn hip, until there wei-e legal voters residing in it, the 
number of whom 1\· a uch a fractio11 0£ t '1renty-fi,7e a. th 
number 0£ sections wa of thirty-six. 2 

1 L aios of I owa, 18i 0, p. 24-1 
2 Laws of I otua, 1870, pp. 28-30. 

• 
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i11ce the pa. age 0£ thi act no con iderable change has 

been made in the 111anner 0£ care or di po al of the ixteenth 

ection land . The ounty Board 0£ uper,Ti or "·ith the 

coo1)eration and through the immediate agency 0£ the Town­

hip Tru ._ tee , no,,r ha , .. e charge 0£ the mall c1 uantity of this 

la11d ,,·hjch yet ren1ain un old or unpatented. 

Of tle land recei,,.ed by Io,ra under the "1ixteenth ec­

tion Grant over a million acre ha\"'e been old and patented. 

Becau e 0£ irregula1·ities on the pa1t 0£ Fund ornmi sioner 

and other in the k eeping 0£ 1·ecord , it i difficult to give 

exact :figure a to the amount 0£ this land patented during 

the ucce i ve biennial pe11.od . 1.,he biennial reports 0£ the 

R egi ter of the tate Land Office give, perhap the mo t 

reliable 1·eco1·c.1 obtainable, although there are numerous 

inconsi tencie in the :figure pre ented in tho e reports. 

From thi ource have been gathered the data et forth in the 
following table: -

TABLE II 

D,\ TB ·o. OF 
OF REPORT .ACRES l , .AT~XTE D 

:rrlay 14, 1855 • • • 121,922.70 

r oven1 ber 14 1856 • • • 50,044. 64 

December I , 1857 • • • 30,463. 20 

January I, 1859 • • • 26,520.47 

r oven1 ber 7, 185 9 • • • • 10,104. 35 

Tovember 6, 1861 • • • • 35,528. 70 

November 15, 1863 • • • 61,036.55 

November 16, 1805, • • 99,007.04 

ovember 12, 1867 • 50,07 4. 76 

November 10, 1809 • • • 69,225. 15 

ovember 1, 187 1 • • • 5 1,431. 79 

rovember 1, 1873 • • • 40,508.28 

• 
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DAT}: ""o . or 
OP REPORT ACJtl 8 PATI 'iTr'D 

November 1, 1875 • • • • 53,l34.7i 
Octouer 1, 1877 • • • • 44 558. 38 
Octouer 1, 1870 • • • • 40,421.48 

ctober 1, 1881 • • • • 33,400.70 
J uly 1, 1883 • • • 28,234.76 
J uly· 1, 1885 • • • • 22,258.81 
July 1, 1887 • • 20,40 4.00 
J uly 1, 1889 • • • 22,313.90 
J une 30, 1881 • • • • 27,13~.10 
J ltne 30, 1803 • • 20,172.02 
J uly 1, 1805 • • • • 10,10 1.79 
J uly 1, 1807 • • • • • 7,208. 1l G 
J uly 1, 1800 • • • • • 5,962.105 
J uly I, 1001 • • • • 7,G76.30 
J une 30, 1903 • • • l,5G6.00 
J une 30, 1905 • • • 1, 100. 28 

Amoun t J>atcnted • • • 1,007,63 1. 085 
Amount un1)atentecl June 30, 1905 • 14 , G85. 535 

Total • • • • • 1,02:J,31G.G2 
E rror or <lu1)licatio11 • • 7,085.57 

T otal amou11 t of g rant • • • 1, 014,83 1.05 

Alth oug h the nu1nber of acre. un1)atente<l i · re1)orted a 

14 685. 53, onl)7 l , 160 acre remained un old at the elate of 

the re1)ort of the ~'1tate Lancl Office £or 190.5. 

I t ,vo11ld be almo t if 11ot quite imJ)O ilJle to ascer tain 

just h ow much n1oney ha been receive(l for the lantls 

received b )T I o,ra under the ~ ,ixteenth 1 ection (}ra11t. The 

price which generally l)l'e\Tailed lJefore 1870 ,vas one clollar 

and t~ enty-five cents per acre. l\Io t of that oltl since the 

law pas. ed in JVIarch , 1870, has brought a higher l)rice-but 
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comparatively little elling for le than the L'( dollars J)er 

acre there et do,,·n a a minimum })Mee. But it i impo -

ible to tate the average or general price receiY'ed for thi. 

land. N eithe1· ca11 the total amount received for ixteenth 

ection land lJe determined exactly. The money r eceived 

from this ource ,,,a l)ut in 1'1ith money received from other 

ource and became a part of the P ermanent chool Fund 

of I owa. I t i not the province of this paper to di cu s 

that funcl. It suffice here to ay that the original purpo e 

of the grant ha been and i being carried ot1t in the encour­

agement anc.l upport of common schools throughout the 

tate, albeit the land ,vere not always ,vi ely and advan­

tageou ly di po ed of. 

1'IIE J..'I,~E llU..t: DRED THO SAND ACRE GRANT 

1"he Fi,re Hund1·ed Thou ancl Acre Grant wa not origi­

nally intended £or educational purpo e , but \ 'Va made to aid 

the tate in making certain internal impro,Tement . Indeed 

the act 0£ ongi·e making thi gTant pecifically tated 

that t he proceecl de1·i,~ed £rom the land tbu~ granted 

hould be 11sed £01' ''road , railway , bridge , canal , and 

improvement of vvate1· cot1r'"'e , and drainage of wamp . " 

But the maker j of I owa, " rith the wi dom which characte1·­

ize many 0£ their act , decided to u e it for educational 

purpo-·es. And o the Fi,Te Hundred Thou and A cre 

Grant became, in effect, an educational grant. 

In an act to appropriate the J>roceeds of the ale of the 

public land and to grant p1·eemption right , ongre' , on 
eptember 4, 1841, granted to I owa, a well a to each of 

several other tate , fi,'"e hundred thou and acre of land for 

• 

l 

• 
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purpo e" of internal i1r1 l)l'O\"e111e 11t . rrl1i "' l::111(l '"" to be 
electecl ,,,,.ithin the ~"tate in :--l1ch 111tlnner a the lersi.·lature 

houlcl direct. It ,vc"t~ to be i11 1):treel~ or 11ot le. :· than tl1re 

hun<lr cl ancl tv•t nt} acre..;; in ,111} 011e l)lace, aucl tl1e " 1),1r­
cel were to conform to ·ectio11tll cli, i~ion.· a11cl .,ub-tli, i ·ior1 . 
The act pro,,.ided that tl1i? ltllltl Hhoulcl not be cli })O"eu of 

at a le "' price than one dolla1· H.nd t,,,.e11t}"-fi,,.e cent~ per acre, 
unle · a£terwa1·cl authorizecl by Fec.ler,tl la,1{. t,1t cl 
abo,,.e, the net I)roeeed" of tl1e ale 0£ thi:-; la11cl ,vere to 

be a1)plied to object~ 0£ i1111)rO'le111e11t ,vi thin the ~ "tate, 
na1nely· road", 1·ail~,.a}r , bridge" canal ancl i111pro,le1ne11t 

of ,va.ter cour"'e , and clrt1i11ing of t.; wa1np ,_ 1'hese i11ternnl 
i1111)ro,·ement:· ,vere to be a11d remain free £0r tl1e tra11 por~ 

tation of the U uited ~ 1 tate " mn.il, and 1uunitio11 , 0£ ,var, and 

for the l)a . age of their troop:i, without the 1)ayn1e11t of 
any toll . 1 

The l)ro,ri · ion of thi act pertained to ,,everal Htate . ., 

that were at that tirue (1 -11) in the Union, tlnd were to 
apply to all which hould enter the nion 11t a ub. equent 

<late. on equently, Iowa upon her admi ·io11 into tl1e 

j terhoo<l of tat in 1 46 \Va: ntitled to recei ,re thi · 

grant of fiy·e hundred thou and n,cre of la11d £or i11terual 
im1)ro,Te1nent.'. 

In the on ·, titt1tion with which Iowa became n, ~'tate ,v·tl 

the pro\Ti o that the proceed. 0£ thi land shoulcl be di,-ertecl 
£ro1n the original pur1Jo ·e 0£ internal i1nprovement , aucl 

that uch proceed' hould ' be and remain a per1)etuul fund, 
the intere t 0£ ,v hich, togethe1~ with all the rents 0£ the 

un old land , and uch other 1nean a ' the General eru-
1 Unit ,d States Statutes at Lar{Je, Vol. V, p. 456. 

• 
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bly may })ro,Tid~, 11all be in ,Tiolably a1)propriated t o the 

11ppo1t of co1nmon school~ t hrougl1out the tate. ' 1 

In t he t1ct 0£ ongre admit ting I owa into the Union 

D ecember 2 1 46, con e11t 1'",l gi, .. en to thi · di ,-er "io11 0£ 

the Fi\-e }Iunclrecl Thou '"'ttncl .i.\.cre Grant t o eclt1cational pur­

po e .2 

There seem , 110,ve,·er , t o h a,Te been ome que~ tion a~ t o 

,vheth r tbi di ,Ter ~iou h:1d been legally and conclu '"' i , ... e ly 

1nacle· £or on Iarch 2, 1 40, ongre " pa ed another act 

'' cleelaratory of the .Ll.Ct £or t l1e .L\.dmis ion of the tnte of 

I owa into the U niou .. ' In thi mea t1re it wa cleclared that 

' by t he act ent itled An A ct £01· the admi ion 0£ the t ate 

of I owa into the Union' approved December Twenty-eighth , 

E igl1teen Hundred and F o1~y- ix, the nite<l tate a ented 

to the application £01· the uppo1t of common chools 

..... of t h fi \ Te hundred thou and acre of l,1nd grantec1 to 

aid tnte by the act of the fourth 0£ eptember Eighteen 

IIundrec1 anc1 F ort )r-one; "'aid lancl t o be elected in legal 

ubdivi ion of not le than three hundre l and t,venty 

acre . '' 8 

Thi la11cl ha,riug been granted, the problem 0£ electing 

and locating the ,ra.riou t ract wa taken u 1) by t l1e General 

__, 1 ..,s,e111bly. By an act ,1pproved F ebruary 25 1 47 t he 

F ir t General ..t\. erubly attemptec1 to l?ro,ride for the elec­

tion of the land con titut ing the Fi, Ilt1ndretl Thou and 

A cre Grant. I t ,,,u enact ed that an3r per on capable 0£ con­

t racti11g, wh o h ad ettled upon any pi1blic land , might ig-

1 Constitution of I owa, 1846, Article X, sect,ion 2-may be found in L aws of 
I owa, 1840, pp. 1-17. 

n United States Statutes at Large, Vol. I X, p. 117. 
11 United Slates Statutes at Large~ , rol. IX, p. 340 . 
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ignify in ,niting to the Fund ommi ioner of th c unty 

in which the land wa ituated, hi or hel' de ire to hav uch 

land r ecognized a chool land. Thereupon, ad cription of 

thi land not xceeding three hundred and t~"enty acre for 

any one per n together· with the dat of it. election, wa to 

be returned by the Fund ommi ion r to the "uperintend­

ent of Public In truction, and by him be 1~egi tered a land 

elected under the Five Hundred Thou and 1\ cre Grant. 

Then the Fund Commi ioner· could contract with the ettler 

£or the ale 0£ thi land, one fifth of the purcha e money to 

be paid in ad r·ance, or within three month of the date of 

contracting, and the balance might be on a credit of not to 

exceed ten year, , bearing intere~t at the rate of ten J) r c nt 

per annun1, payable annually at the Fund om1ni ioner's 

office. Thi law al o directed that, from time to time, tb 

~uperintendent of Public I n truction hould r:)port all lec­

tion made in accordance with the above provi ion , to the 

ecreta1~ of the Trea ury of the U nitecl "tate. . A oon a 

the entire five hundred thou and acre hould hav been 

elected he wa to gi v·e notice to the Fund Commi sioner , 

who ,vould then top receiving election of land to be con-

idered a part of tbi grant. 
• 

It wa pro,rided that if more than five h11nch·ed thou and 

acre hould be selected in this way, tho e election la t 

made by the Funcl ommi ioners would be rejected. And 

upon receiving notice to thi effect from the uperjntendent 

of Public In truction, it wa to be the duty of the Fund 

ommi ione1·s to o notify the J>er on who, e election 
we1·e rejected.1 

1 Laws of Iowa, 1846, p . 102 . 

• 
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Th \\~orking of thi law ,vere, ho,ve,Ter, un ati factory. 

Afte1-- it ha.d been iu force and had been tried for about two 

year , it wa U})J)l mented by another la,v, app1--o,-ed J anu­

ary 15, 1 49, by which J ohu M. Whitaker, of \ Tan Bu1'en 

ount)T, and Robe1i Brown, of J effer on ounty, were 

appointed agent fo1-- the election 0£ the remainder of the 

Fi\Te I-Iundred Thou and A cre Grant land . These agent 

v.'"ere directed to elect the lancl in accordance with the in-

tru tion of the ommi :'.\ ioner of the General Land Office, 

and 1·eport the ame to the Regi ter of the Land Office in 

who e district the election had been made. The e agent 

were to keep a co1Tect record 0£ the election by them, and 

e timate the value per acre of each quarte1-- ection, and make 

a full repo1i on the fu· t day 0£ the f ollo" '"ing Decen1ber.1 

The e 1nen dicl the work for which they had been 

appointed, and on "'eptember 7, 1854, the Oommi ione1· of 

the General Land Office certified that the entire amount 0£ 
the Fi, .. e IIundred Thou and A cre Grant had been elected. 2 

The fact i , however, that, through the imperfect operation 

0£ the two laws under which the election were made, five 
hundJ,ed thirty-five thou and, £our hundi--ed e,Tenty-three 

ancl fifty-four hundredth acres were elected. 3 

The counties in which the land elected i ituated, and 

the number of acre in each county, are hown in the fol­
lo\ving table. Fifty-one different countie contain 01ne 

p ortion of thi land-the quantitie ranging n·om 51.81 

acre in helby County to '70,219. 53 acre in Allamakee 
County. 

'\ 

1 Laws of I owa, 1848, pp. 140-161. 
2 Senate Documents, 1864-1865, Vol. I , p. 73. 
8 Report of the Rtgister of the State L and Office, 1877, p. 5 . 

• 
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T.ABT.,E III 1 

"°AM!-. 
OF COC NTY 

Adair . • • 

A.clam • • 

Allamakee • 

AJJpanoo e • 

Benton • 

Black J--Iawk 

Boone • • 

Bremer • • 

Bucl1anan • 

Butler . • 

(; dar . • • 

( ,hicka aw • 

l 1 ln.rke • • 

(
1laytor1 • • 

linton • • 

Dalla • • 

Davis • • • 

Decatur • • 

Delaware • 

Dubuque • 

Fayette 
• • • 

Floyd . • • 

liamilton • 

IIardin • • 

liarri, on . • 

I owa • • • 

In • 
of \rle\V 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

NO. 01" 
ACRE TIIEREI . 

2,391.80 

1,920.00 

70,219.53 

2,400.00 

11,791. 80 

8,382 . 84 

1,052.12 

12,150. 84 

2,485.44 

478.51 

6,812.44 

3,279.26 

16,009.00 

22,76!.40 

21, 13.3. 35 

13,699.16 

034. 05 

40,460.50 

1 1,417.19 

lG,114.77 

30,260.21 

3,481.68 

10,314.40 

1,300.00 

7,524.86 

23,976.07 

the fact, already 

NA,tE 

OF C.OUNTY 

Jack on • 

Ja, 1Jcr • 

Jone • • 

I{eokuk • 

Linn • • 

Loui a . • 

L11ca • • 

Madi. on • 

11ahaska • 

1Iarion • 

1Y1ar hall • 

Monroe • 

1Iuscatine 

Polk • • 

Powe hiek 

Ringgold • 

i helby . • 

tory • • 

Tama • • 

• n1on • • 

Wapello • 

Warren • 

Wayne • 

W ebster • 

Winneshiek 

'l.btul • 

mentioned 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

NO. OF 
ACRE Tlll•:REIN 

807. 50 

1,674.94 

29 955.50 

670. 64 

11,016.07 

640. 00 

640. 00 

9,386.02 

9,227.'75 

1,414.Gl 

6,155.86 

986. 57 

357.33 

2,42.3.62 

12,7 15.24 

607. 20 

56. 81 

3,706.74 

11,650.44 

10,738.07 

7,002.42 

5,643.97 

15,606.91 

18,024.06 

24,447.00 

535,473.54 

above, tl1at in 
'electing the land under thi grant 35,473.54 ac1·es in exce 
of the intended amount wa selected, the Gene1·al A e1nbly, 

1 Report of the Secretary of State (Land Department), 1001, p. 13. 
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on March 22, 1 62, pa ed an act autho1'izing the GovTerno1-­
to reconv y to the Gene1·al Government thi excess of land 

elected, and then to ettle and adju t with the General 
Go\re1·nment for the conveyance back to the tate of all of 

t hi exce which had been old. Thi act tipulated £01· 

the payment by the tate of the money to which the 
General Go, .. ernment might be entitled £01' uch land con­

,reyed back to the tate. 1 Thi adjustment wa effected by 

the tate being pe1·mitted to retain the exce over the 

amount originally granted, upon the payment therefor· of 
one dollar and twenty-fi,r cent pe1· acre. The amount, 

then, received unde1· thi grant, ,va 535,473.54 acres, for 

35,473.54 acre of which I owa paid one dolla1· and twenty­
fi ,1 e cent per acre. 

The act of January 15 1 49, by which agent were 
appointed for the election of the remainder of the Fi,.,e Hun­

dred Thot1 and Ac1'e Grant, al o made pro,ri ion £or the ale 
of this land.2 By thi act the ~ uperintendent of Public In-

truction wa given power to authorize the ale 0£ any land 
which the chool Fund Oommi ioner, in any 01·ganized 
county, hould elect l1nder the pro,ri ion of thi act. I t 
was made the duty of the agents to e timate the value per· 
acre 0£ each quarter' ection elected by them. When the 

uperintendent of Pt1 blic In truction houlcl authorize the 

ale of any of thi la.nd, he wa to dete1·mine upon the rate 
per acre at which it wa to be old. But thi rate wa not 

to be le s than the e timate made by the electing agent . 
The term 0£ ale remainec.l the ame a tho e et down by 
the act to which thi one was supplemental. 

t Laws of Iowa, 1862, p. 58. 
1 Laws of Iowa, 1849, p. 150 . 

• 
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In an act appro,·ed l\farch 23, 1 5 for t l1e ruanaO' meut 

0£ the school fund ancl the "' ale of the cl1ool la11d, th 

.._ e, ... enth eneral A embly pro,,.id l that it houlU r)e tl1e 

duty of the Regi te1~ 0£ the ,_ tate Lar1t1 Office to tran, 111it to 

the ounty Judge of each col111ty in ,,·hich there 1v·a. located 

any part of the Fi ,,.e II und1-- d 'l"'hou. ancl er Grant, a li t 

of all uch land in hi county, together with the apprai ed 

,v·alue of each tract. Thi .. li~ t lva to tt1te ,v hat tract 01· 

part 0£ tract had been ... old and what r main d un old. 

The ounty Judge, upon recei,Ti11g thi ' li "t, ,va to immedi­

ately furni h to the Tru tee '.'! of tl1e e,reri1l to""Il hip in thi 

county correct li~t of all the un old lrtnd of thi gr~111t in 

tl1eir re, 1)ecti,~e town hip . Thereafter tl1e care a11d al of 

tl1e Fi,,.e Ilundred Thou and c1·e Grant lands ,ver~ to be in 

the hand of the ounty Judge and the To,i;,n hip 'rru tee .1 

Thi ar1--angement continued fo1-- only about t,vo year . 

The law, approved A p1·il 13, 1 60, which put the ixteenth 

ection ]and in any county into the ca1·e of the Board of 
• 

uper\ri or" and the Town hip Tru tee , al o turned ov 1· to 

the e officer the Five liundred Thou and Acre lands. 2 

ince that date the e lands have been ubject to the same 

rule and regulation a have the ixteenth ection lands. 

Thi brief ketch of the history of the Fi,re Hundred 

Thousand Acre Grant would b incomplete ,vithout at lea t 

a few words concerning the o-called < Des Moine Ri ve1' 

chool Land . " The land thu poken of formed part 0£ 
the 35,473.54 acre in exce s 0£ the 500,000 acre intended 

to be ca1'!1ed by the Federal grant. As part of the Five I--Iun-

1 Laws of Iowa, 1858, p. 307. 

t Law3 of Iowa, Reuision of 1860, p. 350. 



• 

5 6 IOWA JOUR AL OF III TORY A TD POLITI 

dred Thou and A c1·e Grant 12 13.51 acre 0£ land lying 

in I-Iamilton and \Veb ter countie ,vere electecl and were 

appro,Tecl by the Commi ._ ioner 0£ the General Land Office 

on F eb111ary 20 1 .'5 1.1 When it wa lat e1· decided t hat the 

D e, MoineL Ri\·e1-- Grant extended aboy·e the mouth of t he 

Raccoon Ri\rer, it wa held t hat t hi land \\ra a part of 

a grant macl .L\.ugu t , 1 46 £or the i1npro,~ement of the 

D e Moine. Riv·e1-. 2 But in 1 65, a late1· ecretary or the 

Interior' affirmed that thi land wa a par t of the Fi,re Hun­

clred Thou cincl ere Grant . Moreover before the I'uling 

that thi -nra De Moine River land, t hree thousand ,1cre 

had been old a chool land. Upon the former ruling of 

the 1ecretary of the Interior, Gor·ernor L owe tteeded thi 

12, 13. 51 ac1'e of land to th e De l\Ioine I a·vigation and 

Railroad Company.3 T o refund their outlay t o the pur­

cha,•er of the three t hou "a,nd acre old a ch ol 1~1ncl, t he 

legi latm·e pa ~ed an act , April 2 1 60, pro,Tiding that any 

purcha ·er of thi land who houlcl make application and 

proper ho, ing, hould be ent itled to draw from the tret1'"' ­

u1·y 0£ the State the amount of money paid to t he Fund 

Co1u mi ioner, ""ith intere t at the rate of t en per cent per 

annum. 4 The tate made effort to again get po --e ion of 
thi land after the affirmation of the ecretary 0£ t he I n­

terior that it wa, a part of the chool land~. But the Court 

u tained t he clai1n of the De Moine r a,rigation and Rnil­

road ompany. ince thi ln,nd con tituted a part 0£ the 
35,473.54 acre exce land for which the tate paid one dol-

1 Journal of the IIouse of Repre8entatives, 1854, Appendix, p. 99. 
8 Report of the Register of the State Land Qffice, 1863, p. 17. 
11 Report of the Regtster of the tate Land Office, 1861, pp. 3-1-35. 
4 Laws of Iowa, 18G0, pp. u9-71 . 

• 
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lar aucl t,vent)--fi ,·e cents per acre tl1i cli 'pt1trttiou and 

litigation do not l1a \l'e :111 )1 re:11 i111port11r1ce i11 their 

effect on the school func1. It i of intere t n.c. n 11oi11t i11 tl1e 

hi "tOr)" 0£ tl1 :> lancl._ gr,111tecl rather th,1n in the l1i"ltOr}' of 
the .cchool fu11cl. 

The follo,,ri11g tft ble gi \"e the lll11nber of acre · of th Fi, e 
I-Iu11c.lrecl 'fbou"'anc.l .;:\ere Grant "rbicb ,,rere })atentecl cluriug 

each biennial JJeriod, a c-. reportecl in t11e ·11cceo.; i, bi 1111irll 
re1)ort 0£ the ~ 'tate L,1nd ffice: 

l>-\.T J:': 

OI· RLPORT 

11ay 14, 1855 

T ovember 14, 185G 

Decern ber 1, 185 7 

January 1, 185H 

ovember 7, 18j9 

ovember G, 186 1 

rovcmber 15, 1863 

ovember 16, 1865 

ovcn1ber 12, 1867 

Tovember 10, 1869 

~ ovcm ber 1, 18 71 

:rovcmber 1, 1873 

,.ovembcr 1, 1875 

October 1, 1877 

October 1, 1879 

Octob er l, 1881 

July 1~ 1883 

July 1, 1885 -
July 1, 1887 

• 

• 

• 

TABLE I\' 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• 

• 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• 

• • 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

.AC UL PA Th~TEI> 
DURIS<, BIEN'\!l 0\1 

137,G40.44 

61,050.57 

53 u7u.so 

26,628. ;j!) 

14,846.28 

29,609.27 

40, 59:-l. 78 

60,119.80 

33,707.931 

15, 853.71 

10,735.57 

5,701.40 

G,4-74.57 

3,034.22 

2,892.50 

1, 817.0G 

l,OG2. 04 

1,280.12 

382. 62 

1 The nnrnber of acres h ere given for the biennium ending Novernber 12, 1807, 
was obtained by subtracting the sn1n of tlie an1ounts sold up to November 10, 
1865, from the total nuwl)er sold at, Lhe g1 ven date. 



• 

5 8 IOWA JOUR AL OF HI TORY A TD POLITIC 

DATE 
OF REPORT 

July 1, 1889 • • 

June 30, 1891 • • 

June 30, 18 93 • • 

July 1, 1895 • • 

July 1, 1897 • • 

July 1, 1899 • • 

July I, 1901 • • 

J Ltne 30, 1903 • • 

June 30, 1905 • • 

Total • • 

Amount unpatened • 

{h-c, nd total 

Error or duplication • 

• 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

ACRE PA TE~TED 
DURIN G BIENNI UM 

1,165.27 

817. 72 

891.21 

523. 57 

1, 265.65 

640. 00 

400.00 

845.04 

170. 00 

532, 141.72 

9,014.~5 

541,156.07 

5,682. 53 

Amount of grant . . . 535,473.54 

There is none of this grant still remaining un old; but the 
exact um of money received therefrom cannot be given, nor 
can the exact ave1·age pr-ice per acre at which it wa sold be 
stnted. A very large part of it was sold at the minimum 
price allowed, namely, one dollar and twenty five cent per 
acre. The money as it came in was tur·ned dir·ectly into the 
permanent school fund, and so at once began to be used for 
the purpose for which it had been diverted by the tate 
Constitution. 

THE UNIVERSITY GRANT 

The policy of aiding State universitie by grants of land 
has been ca.n·ied out by the Federal government in most of 
the weste1·n States. While Iowa was still a TerTitory, 
Congress passed an act in July, 1840, '' granting two town­
ships of land for the use of a university in the T erritory of 

• 

• 

• 
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Io11ta. By thi act the ecretary of the Tren ury wa 
authorized to et apart and re r,1 e from ~ale out of a11y of 
the public land ,vithin the T eni.tory 0£ I owa to ,,,hich the 
Indian title ha(l b er1 01· might afte1·ward be extingui h d, a 

quantity of land not .. ceeding t,,To nti1· town hi1) . Thi 
land wa to be £or th u e and up1)01ii 0£ a uni,.,e1\ ity 
within the T e1Titor)r 1'"hen it ··bould b come a ~--itate '' and 

for no other u e or purpo e °"That oev·er. '' It "ra, to be 
locat d in t1·act "' f not le than entire ection , con·e J)Ond­

ing \1'1th any of the legal div-i ion into which the public 
land ~"ere authorized to be urv·ey d.1 

Thi act of ongre wa followed by anothe1~, app1·0,red 
1farch 3, l 45 , which pecifically gi·anted and con ,1 y d to 
the~ tate the ev·enty-two ection of land thu et apart and 

re erved £or the u e and upport of a uni ,1 e1· ity. Thi act 

al o tipulated that the land wa to be appropriated olel y 
to the u e and upport 0£ such univer ity in uch manner a 
the legi lature might pre c11.be. 2 

The 1econd Genera1 A embly, by a m a ure approved 

January 15, 1 49, enacted and ordained that the propo• 
ition 0£ ongre making thi grant be accepted by the 
tate 0£ Iowa.3 Thu the land and the re pon ibility 0£ its 

care and di po al and the proper appli~ation of the funds 
received there£01~ to the upport of a univer ity de\rolved 
upon the tate. 

In the Con titution under which Iowa was admitted into 
the Union the ag1"eement of the tate to the purpo e £01~ 
which the grant was made is expressed as follows: '' The 

1 United States Statutes at Large, Vol. VI, p 810. 
2 United States StaluteJJ at Large, Vol. V, pp. 789-790. 
4 Law8 of Iowa, 1848, pp. 121-122. 

• 

• 
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General \: embly . hall take mea ure for the protection, 

impro,·ement or other di. po ition, of uch land a have 

be n or may he1--eafter be 1'e er1?ed or granted by the United 

).. tate or any per on or per on~- to thi tate, for the u e 

of a l:ni,·er.·ity; and the fund accruing from the rent 

or ale of ..; uch lancl , or from any other Olll'ce, for the pur­

po e afore aid, ·hall be and remain a permanent fund, the 

intere. t of 111 bicb hall be applied to the upport of aid 

Uni, .. r ity, with uch branche a the public con,·enience 

may hereafter demand, for the promotion of literature the 

art and cience , a may be autho1·ized b)"'" the term of 

ucL g1·ant. And it hall be the dut of the General 

A ~ embly, a. oon a may be, to prov,ide effectual mean 

for tl1e impro,1ement and p rmanent ecurity of the fl1nd 
of aid U oive1· ity.' 1 

Thu the niver"ity Grant wa accepted by the tate. 

But there were ome difficultie attendant upon the election 

of the land. The act of ongre 0£ July 20, 1840, pro­

'1ided that the land granted hould be elected under the 

at1thority of the ecretary of the Trea ury. In accordance 

with thi act, the ecretary appointed William 1,r. Dodge, 

of "cott Count}r to make the election. Dodge, ho,ve,·er, 

elected only one ection of land and made retl1rn of it to 

the lancl office at Dubuqt1e, afte1~ which he left I owa Ten·i­

tory. Growing out of thi fact, the 'l'e11·itorial Council and 
Ilou e of Repre entati,re I)a ed a joint 1·e olution, ap­
pr0\1ed Februa1·y 16, 1 44, calling upon I-Ion. l1gu tus . 

Dodge, Delegate in ongre 0£ the Te1Titory of Io'\"\ra, to 
reql1e t the ~ 'ecretary of the Trea i1ry to appoint two uit-

1 Laws of I owa, 18-16, p. 1 i. 
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able pe1-. on. to el ·t the remaincler of tl1 11i \T l'::,ity 
rant at a e~ll'lj" cl tla)" a practi 'able. 111 tl1 re~c,lution 

""'ere . ugge. ted the 11ame" 0£ L. l~rOl1{11 of D11l)11qt1 ~ 1Clt111t), 
and 1·iah Bri g~, of \ -r a11 Bt1r n 101111ty, a l1ital)le l)er­

. 011 to act a. the~e .. ub-age11ts i11 tl1e I c.:tio11 of t l1e l,111cl. 
The joint re olt1tio11 al..,o cle ·cril) ~cl fot1r ~111all tra •t "' aggre­

gating 760 ac1·e~, ,,,.hich the 1 gi'"'latuT cle~ire<l to h~1,·e 

inclucled within the 11iy·er ... ity Grant. 1 

Thi , joint re~olution dicl not, l1cJ,v·e,·er ac<:om1)lihl1 the 

<le. ired re ults ancl a .. ·econcl jrJint r ~<Jl11tio11 ,,~a.. l)a .. eel 

J an11ary 2, 1 46, re(111e. ti11g the Del \gate i11 1ougi·e .... -, IIou. 

. . Doclge, to u-...e hi· iuflue11ce for the n1)1Joint1neut 0£ ~i 

uitable l)el'."OU to elect the t\, o to\,Tll --Lip , of lur1cl grantecl 
to tl1e Te1·ritcJry of Iolva for ~l uni,rer:,it). 2 But it ,, a not 
until .!. .... o,.,ember 19, 1 56, that a cc>11·ect CO})Y of the lit of 

laud . elected a11cl a1)pro, eel £or l1ni, .. c.;r ity pur1)0 "e 1'Ta 

1·ecei,recl fro1u the Gener,11 Land Office at ,\r a.·hi11gton. 3 

The li t of these lftnc1 , gi , .. i11g location by ·ou11tie , i~ a 
follow : 

C001'11 NO. OF ACRBS 

Appanoo e • • G40. 00 

Boor1e • • 2,1313.48 

Davis • • • l,297.3G 

Dallas • • 572.07 

D ecatur • • • 2, 5GO. 00 

liarc1ir1 . • • 1 o, 32,5. 54 

1 Latus of Iowa. 1843, p. 107 

.2 La,tus of Iowa, 1845-18~6, p. 133. 

I ; coeNTY 

I owa • • • 

J as1)er . 

J cffer ·on 
• • 

• • 

Polk 

cott 

. . 

• • • 

• • • 

a Report of the I-leg ister of lhe ,c:;tate Lrlnd Office, 18iii, p. H. 
4· lleport of the Register of the Slate Land O.Oice, 1805, p. 23. 

NO or ACRE . 

G4G. 6.5 

4,611. B5 

1,280.00 

4,54.'.>. 44 

5,194.19 

64.5.16 
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COCiNTY I NO OF .A CRE 
11 COUNTY I NO. OF A CRES 

,._ tory • • • • 5,221.40 To be added 
Union • • • 638. 20 for fractional 
Wapello • • l, 9~0.00 sections taken 
Warren • • • 3,2 18. 00 a full sections • • 29.10 

Tot<tl • • • 45,928.84 Total aJJJJroved • 45,957.94 

A the an1ount pecified in the original act of July 20, 

1 40, wa t,vo town hip , or 46, 0 0 acre , there wa till 

due to the tate n·om the General Go·v·e1~nment the amount 

of 122. 06 acre . A ccordingly the legi lature enacted a 

mea ure, April 7, 1862, 1·eque ting the Governor to take the 

nece ary teps to obtain thi r emainde1·. 1 But nothing ever 

r e ulted from thi action, and the actual num be1· of acres 
recei,red under the Uni,rer ity Grant i 45 92 . 4. 

In a law, approv-ed February 25, 1847, e tabli hing a 

tate Uni \Ter:_'\ity, these two town hips of land were donated 

to that in titution, to beco1ne and remain a p ermanent fund, 

of which the inter·e t was to b e u ed for the upport of the 

U nive1· ity. This act placed the land in the hand of the 

Board of Tru tees of the University, to be dispo ed of by 

them in the same manner and under the same regulations a 

provided £01· the di position of the ixteenth sections in the 
different town hip . 2 

By another act, approved March 12, 1858, the tate Uni­

versity wa constituted a corpo1·ation po essing all common 

law powers of corporations, as well as certain pecial pow­

ers confen~ed upon it by this act. The two town hip were 

specifically donated to the University, to constitute a pe1·-

1 Laws of Iowa, 1802, p. 139. 

• Law3 of I owa, 1846, pp. 188-189. 

• 

I 
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petual fund 0£ which the intere t only might be uHed £or 

the upport of the in<; t itution. The gov· 1~nment of t b l T ni­
, .. er ity wa to be ,re ted in a Board of Tru t e~ , co11~ i t ing 

of t he hancellor of the .,. ni \ er ity, the over nor of the 

tat , the upe11.ntendent of Public In t ruction and t wel\­

Tru tee t o be elected by th General em bl y. u -
third of t he e twel \·e T111 tee -or £ou1·- -vvere t o be e­

lect ed e,1 e1·y two :5·ear~, and the t erm of ser vice ,,Ta to be 

ix year . The act pro\ ... ided that no 'ale of lancl I hould be 

made unle decided upon by the Boarcl at a reg11la1· 111e t­

ing, or one called £or that purpo:- . Th manner, length 

and form 0£ notice, and term .. 0£ uch . <1le ,vere to be pr -

cribed by the Board. Ko member of t he Board wa · to be 

eit her directly or indirectly inter e"'ted in any ale of thi, 
land. The Trea urer 0£ the niv r ··ity wa required to 
keep an accurate account 0£ all tran action relat ive t o t he 

ale and di po al of Uni ver ity lancl. H i · book ,vere t o 

ho1'1 what portion of the land had bee11 ol<l the price of 

each, t o whom old, ho\v the proceed had been in ve ted, 

and on what ecm"itie , and the amount, situation and ,.,.,1lue 
of any land remaining un old. 1 

As pointed out abo\re in t he di. cu " ~ion of t l1e ' ixtee11th 

ection Grant , certain part of thi, uct were declared uncou-

titut ional, a t he Board of Educat ion ancl not the Gener,ll 

A embly alone hn<l l)ower to initiilte legi latio11 r elati \-e to 
educational in titution ; ,vhile the legi lature could 011ly 

alter, amend, or 1--epenl uch enactm '.lnt . I n consec1 l1euce 

of thi declaration a to the uucon titution}llity of t he la,,r, 
the Boarcl of Education, on December 25, 1858, enacted a 

1 Laws of I owa, 1858, pp. 83-87 . 
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meaAure incorporating the a111e general feature -in £act, 

in large mea~ure the ame 11rord were u ed a in the law 

1v bich had been declar d , .. oi<l. The chief difference be­

t"·een thi mea ure and the other wa in the £act that it 
macle the Board 0£ Tru ~tee to con i .. t of e, ... en pe1 on , to 

be elected l)y the Board 0£ Education. ThJ.,ee of the e 

were to bold office for one year, and the othe1-- £our £01· 

three year ·,. "'pon the conclu ion 0£ their re pecti,Te term 

their ucce or ,vere to be elected by the Board of 

Education.1 

In l 70, by an act appro·,led April 11 the cont1"ol and 

governn1ent of the ni\''e1· ity " ra placed in the hand of a 

Boarc1 0£ Regent . Thi Board wa to consi t 0£ the 

Go,,.ernor 0£ the tate, vi"ho " ra to be ex-officio Pre ident 0£ 

the Boa1--<l, the uperintendent of Public In truction, the 

Pre"'ident of the niver ity, and one per on £01· each con­

gre ional di trict 0£ the tate to be elected by the General 
A embly. 'The Uni,Terc-. ity lc1nd ,,rere placed in the care 0£ 

thi Board of Regent under practica1ly the ame condition 

a tho e under "1hich they had pre,1 iou ly been held while 

in the hand of the Board of Tru tee . 2 

On April 14, 1886, an act became a law by which t he 
Pre ide11t 0£ the Univ"er ity ,,rn. clropped from member hip 

on the Board of Regeut . 8 Since that date no change of 

importance has been made a to the manne1-- 0£ control or 

cli po al of the Uni,rer ity Grant. 
The patenting of the la11ds compri ing this g1·ant ha been 

a follow : 

1 Acts of the Board of Education, 1858, pp. 30-34. 
2 Laws of Iowa, 1870, pp. 88-SJ3. 

a Laws of Iowa, 1886, p. 222. 

• 
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D.ATE 
OF REPORT 

May 14, 1855 • 

T ovember 14, 185G 

December I, 1857 

January 1, 1859 . 

,.ovember 7, 1859 

T ovember 6, 1861 

November 15, 1803 

ovember lU, 1805 

N ovcmber 12, 18G7 

Tovember 10, 1869 

:r ovember 1, 1871 

-r ovember 1, 1873 

1.:T ovember 1, 1875 

OctolJer 1, 1877 

October 1. 1879 

October 1, 1881 

July 1, 1883 

• 

• 

• 

• . July 1, 1885 

July I, 1887 

July 1, 1889 

,Ju11e 30, 1891 

June 30, 1893 

,July 1, 1895 

July 1, 1897 

Jt1ly I, 18D9 

July 1, 1901 

July 1, 1903 

June 30, 1905 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

♦ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Amount 11n1>ate11ted . 

Amount of grant . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

\CRe~ P.\1'E2'TF, l> 

DCRING BI.t:-.~TtM 

1,535.10 

3,093.38 

1,021.36 

400. 00 

360. 00 

727.42 

2,373.92 

13,381.28 

2,040.95 

2,378.07 

2,355.70 

1,680.00 

4,993.08 

2,275.70 

1,347.01 

3GG. 07 

200. 00 

40. 02 

160. 00 

220.35 

403. 83 

360. 26 

684. 85 

209. 02 

0 

0 

0 

74.49 

43,297.82 

578. 82 

43,876.64 
1 

Reports of the Register of the State Land Office, 1868-1881; ancl Reports of the 
Secretary of State (Land Department), 1883-1905. 

\ 
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With con ide1·able ffo1ii the write1· ha traced down the 

date 0£ the rror a a result 0£ which 2,052.20 acre ap­

pear a unaccounted £or in the above table. It was found 

that in the report £or 1879 the1·e wa a hortage of 1,010.26 

acre . In the report for 1 1 there wa another di crep­

ancy of 927. 9 acre . And again, in the repo1t 0£ 1 97 

the figure given do not p1·oduce the co1~·ect um by 207. 0 

acre . But by the report 0£ 1 99 there eem to be a pa1·­

tial co11·ection of thi e1Tor by a counte1· error of 93.65 

acre . Th e e £our en·or um up exactly the amount marked 

''not accounted £or' in the table above, i. e., 2,052.20 acre. 

The writer ha not been able to a ce1·tain the cau e 0£ this 

appa1·ent hrinkage in the amount of the grant. It may 
ha,1e been due to ome hi£t in the cour e of ri, .. er , or to 

n:r·egularitie in the ale 0£ the land unaccounted £or. 
On June 30, 1906, there remained un old of the U ni,rer-

ity Grant 572.34 acre .1 

It i impo ible to ay ju t how much per acre all the 
land of t hi grant ha brought when old. But a numbe1· 

of £act p1·e entecl by Thomas H. Benton, Jr. , in the annual 
commencement addre at the tate Univer ity, June 21, 

1867, throw con iderable light upon the price recei,red £01· 

land solcl p1·ior to that date. H e ay that the fir t ale made 
was 0£ a section in cott County, containing 645.16 acre , 
for $3, 257.80-an average of fi \·e dollars and fi,·e cents per 
acre. Thi wa n,n unu ually \.,.aluable tract, and o com­
manded this price-a high one for that clay. The total 
number of acre old up to J anuary 1, 1853, was 6 5.16 

1 Data obtained in a letter recei, eel from the C'le1k of the Iowa State Land 

Office, August 6, 1000 . 
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acr 8, the amou11t recei,· 1 cl ther \for being ;3,457. 0. During 
the )1 ear 1 '54, 792. 3 acre~ ,, erP ·olc1 at pu blie :ale for 

$36,475.21. 8ome tract ,tl o ,,. re ,olcl at pri\at . ale at 

~~ 3. u4 J)er acre-tl1e tll1J)r:1i. ed ,~alt1,1tion. .."01ne 2,2 0 a ·r 

were old at a11 a \Terage J)rice of ~2. 50. 1) to J n,n11n1 J" 1 

1855, a total of 1 ,170.7() ac-re hac1 been dis1)0 ed of £or 
$5H,423.1 5 lJei11g an ,1,·erag c1£ $3.27 l)er nc:re. .1\ large 
11ublic , ale of ni\1ersit)1 ln11c1~ ,,·a: helcl at Io,,va 11t) Io,,"a, 
in J1111e 1 5:i, at \,Tl1icl1 the ,1ggregate . ale. , e'<cll1 ·i,·e 0£ 

l ,111cl occll})ied b)r ttler , i1mot111tecl to ~"'7 4,87 . 92. cto 1) r 

23 1 59, thP 13<.>nrcl 111acle ,tn exa1ni11at io11 of t,he 1)or>1{, of 
the 'l'rea'°' l1rer 0£ t he 11i, er-ity a.n<l £011ncl that 31,411.36 

1tcre bacl lJee11 old , i1ncl that the amount of the funcl ,,,a. 

$ 1}Q,582.7f>. 1 

1'he a1nount of the permanent l,1nd enc1o\,'ruent £un l of 

the St:lte l T ni,rer ity , June 30, 190.5, lVa ~235, 120.36, wl1icl1 

incluclecl the l)roeeed 11ot only of the 11iv·er ity Lancl 
(+rtlnt uut al o <Jf tl1e Haliue La,11cl G1·ant treatecl i11 tl1e next 

ection of thi paper. 2 

'fhe £0110,ving ta,ble inclucles the int :lr est an1111ally accr,1-

ing on the rec :iipts from both uf the"e l,111cl gra,nt , ancl 
bows the entire inc:orue of the tate ni\·er ~ity fron1 
T ational endo,vmer1t througl1 ren tnl .. ant1 intere ~t : 

'l'ABLJ~ \ ' II 3 

YE.AR AMOUNT 11 YEAR AAI O NT 

1801 • • • • ) 3, 40(L 87 1863 • • • 15,767.89 

1862 • • • 1864 • • 23, 416.75 

1 Benton's IIistorical Sketch of the State Unive,-sity of I owa, pp 22-26. 
2 Biennial Report of the Board of llegents, p. 100 

, Census of I owa, 1000, pp cxvi i- cxvi ii. 
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) EAR A¼IOVNT II 1' EAR I A.MOO '1' 

1865 • • • • 19,183.77 J88G • • • 15,639.45 

1866 . • • • 1887 • • • 17,146.35 

1867 • • • • 18,085.43 1888 • • • 16,299.81 

18U8 • • • • 1889 • • 15,028.70 

1869 • • • • 25,724.49 1890 • • • 20,282.45 

1870 • • • • 19,708.62 1891 • • • 16,892.80 

1871 • • • • 20,4-07.08 1892 • • • 16,561.14 

1872 • • • • 21,000. 8-! 1893 • • • 15,792.94-

1873 • • • • 22,154.95 1894 • . . 19,101.78 

1874 • • • • 22,370.76 1895 • • • 16,631.82 

1875 • • • • 21,663.58 1896 • • • 1 G, 233. 99 

1876 • • • • 18,396.30 1897 • • • 16,015.98 

1877 • • • • 18,135.78 1898 • • • 17,759.90 

1878 • • • • 23,105. 92 1899 • . • 14,988. 20 

1879 • • • • 17,673.91 1900 • • • 18,335.72 

1880 • • • • 10,620.63 1901 • • • 14,405.08 

1881 • • • • 16,662.94 1902 • • • 12,610.87 

1882 • • • • 15,531.71 1903 • • 15,245.74 

1883 • • • • 16,487.50 1904 • • • 13,465.77 

1884 • • • • 16,165.02 1905 • • • 14, 25 4. 87 

1885 • • • • 16,4-05. 73 744,855.92 

A nea1·ly all 0£ the land compo ing both the U ni,~er ity 
Grant and the l. aline Land Grant ha been old, only a 
mnll 1)a1t of the above income now con i t 0£ rental . 

H uoir '1 . BuFF r 
T11E STATE UNrvEnsrTY OF Io,v A 

I owA CITY 
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