
1'1IE Rl(TIX AXD ()RG ... \. .1.TIZr\.TIOS OlP 1'11}~ 
llEI) BI.JI '.t\.N I) .c\.RT\"r I.LT ro,,r 1\. 

OJ)po ition to the further exten ion of la,·er:r· ,, a · the 
foundation ll J)Oll ,,, hich the Republican })arty origi11ated and 

CJrganizecl. Ito,, e-- it })arentage to no ingle individual, to 
no one g1·ou1) of men, 11or to ail}T one ....... tate. It entrance 

into the J)Olitic,ll arena in 1 5-1: ,va 1>receded b)" a form

ative J)eriocl cluri11g ,vhich the seecl -, of OJ)l)O itio11 to the 

exten io11 or la\rery ,,·ere ri1)eni11g and bearing frl1it in l arty 
organjza tion. The re1)eal of the Ii ouri (}om J)ron1i:·e i11 

1 54 nnd the re. ulting anarchy in the T er1~i torie. of I{a11',n 

and 1..,. e bra lea ga ,·e a moral rnom entu1n to the ,vork of 
cr5·stallizing the O!)})O ition to the sla,.-ery })o,v· r. 

The ) ear frcJm 1 54 to 1856 w re )Tear of re,.rolutiou i11 

the political JJartie of the nited tate -years of 1)a1i . 
di integration ancl organization. Althol1gh con tituting one 

g· reat mo·vement, the forn1ation 0£ the Re1)ublican party in 
the \"ariol1 ,tates ,,Ta ' remarkalJle in that it wa accom

l)li hed by the 1)eo1)le ancl not bj' the political leader ::,. The 

~lariou a emblage -- ,·rere e11tirely independent of each other, 

a11d those "·ho 01·ganized them had no l(nowledge of wl1at 

wa being done in other 1tate . t Ri1)on, ,vi con in, in 
Feb1·uary 185 -!, a "\\Thig, a Free oiler, and a Democrat 

is ued a call £or a meeting of anti- lav·ery element . On 

July 6 0£ the ·ame )""ear at Jack on, 11ichigan, 'under the 

oak , ' a ma s meeting " 'as held at which resolutions \,~ere 
J)a sed and a full ticket was nominated. By some thi meet-

• 
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ing i de ignated as the formal hi1~h of the part)7 • 111 

laine hio .J.. Te"' \.,. ork, \T ermont, and other ~tate ·imilar 

meeting v~yere called ancl held. The e indepenclent })OJ)Ular 

upri ing of political opinion characterizecl the political 

re,,.oll1tion of th ante-bellum decacle. In ho1t t,he)T " 'ere 

the in titutional beginning of the Re1)ublica11 1)a1·ty. 
l\forall)r politically, and materially the ,tate of Iowa ",.a

greatly affected by the 1.,.. an a - T ebra ka 1\.ct of 1 54. 

Bordered on the Ol1th by a trongly pro- la,,er; tate a11{l 

by J ebra ka on the 1\'"e t, large numbe1· of Io"Ta citizens 

and their property became endangered in the Territorie of 

I"" ansa and Te bra l{a; bitter feeling in Io,, a re ulted; ancl 

the i sue bet,veen Democrat and ,\thig grew more and 

more acute. Rince Governor John Chamber hnd left office 

in 1845 the Democrats had had an l1nbroken lea e of power; 

but the ,Tiolent political agitation in 1 5-1 ga'\"e promi e of 

vVhig succe . It i at thi tage that James "1.... Grime 

,,,.ho has been called ''The Father of Repu blicani m in 

Iowa,'' appear as a national figure in party leacler hip ancl 

organization. Ili long re idence in the tate, hi._ legal 

reputation, hi career and leadership in the As embly, an(l 

his out poken oppo ition to the exten ion of slavery com

bined to make him the logical ancl mo t a,~ailable c~ndidate 

to ft1se and to le}1cl to succes the ,.,ariou element opposed 

to the cloct1·ines 0£ te1>hen A. Dot1glas. 

The last "\vnig tate convention in Io,,,.a met at Io,va 

ity on ]ebruary 22, 1854. It placed Jame W. Grime 

in nomination £or Governor ancl aclor)tecl a planl{ severely 

conde1nning the .r ebra ka Bill. .1\. t thi time the ,,rhig 

were divided into two opposing factions-the e\vard Whigs 

• 



who O})po ed la \·ery, and he il ,~er (rre}7 \vh d )cli11e<l t<1 

interfere "·ith it. B e .. ,ide~ the-,e gro,11) there ,\ r th J?r e 

.._'oiler or Ifree De1nocrat ,,rho O})})O d ~la.,·erJ-, the '1It111k 

er "ho fa\ror cl the in. tit11tio11, a11tl th"> .t1111erica11 or 
I .... 11ow-1, othing })art)~ cl 111antling· tri11g 11t 11a,tt1raluatior1 

l,1 w £or foreign i111migran t . 1 11 l\farcl1 2 , I 54, the I r e 

► 'oil OU\Tention ( of ,, hich 1 aac .E iell1 of Denn1ark, lva. 

Pre-.:ident) ,, a. heltl at ra,vforcl, ,·ill . 'inc it ,, a kuo~, 11 

from J)re,1iou electio11 that thi l)art)r h l<l al1110. t th~ l)al

a11ce of J)o,,,er, :\Ir. (j-rim ,\~a anxi<Ju · to })ring about a 

concentratio11 of anti- ...... el)ra. ka entim 11t. Tb ] ree ~ 'oiler , 

accordingly·, "'ithdr ,v t l1eir candidate for Go, ernor ( l\£r. 

~ 'imeon ,,Taters, n ho hacl 1 ee11 J)re,·iou ·ljr r10111inate<l) au l 
a<lo1)te(l re olutiou reco1nn1encli1Jg that th memlJer of 

1~ ree De111ocrac)- re bul~e he .l.,. e bra l~a ,vincll ;\ b)r ca ting 

their vote' for Gri111e ".2 ·The ._ tandiug of l\fr. Grime,' 

·aid the I o11'rt 7i·11e D e,,2ocrc1t, · '"·a kno,v·n bjT ma11)- of the 

olde t and 1110 t faithful 111em 1Jer of the con, eution . . . . 

the}"" ,,·ere read}~ to \TOucl1 for hi oundne . 1\'r e ther £ore 

in conjuuctio11 ,, ith ever)r incle1)enclent in the 'tate go in , 

h ea1t n11cl ha11cl, to mal<e J. ,,.,._ Gri111e Go\-ernor of l o1'·a. ' 3 

Ir. Grirne no,,,. became the cha1n1Jion of the anti-, la,·ery 
forces a11cl ntered UJ)On the can11)aig11 ,,,ith ,·igor and 

determinatio11. Dri,·ing from county to county, he ,·i itecl 

nearly ~,·ery . ection 0£ the State from ou11cil Blufl' to 
l3urlit1gto11 , n.c1dre sing the J)eOJ)le in })eeche ,, hich 

moulded ancl g·a,~e ex1)re ion to the ,tnti- lav·ery entiment 
1 Gue's lltstory o.f Io11;a, "\ro l I, p 274. 
2 

\ 'alter·s Life of Ja,nes llr. Gri,nes, pp. 33, 116. 
0 

Quotecl froru the Chicago J ournal1 ,June 13, 1854, by Theodore Clark S111ilb. in 
L ibertv and Free Sotl Parties, pp 200 20i. 
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of that time. During the cam1)aign he i t1ec.l a tatement 

etting forth the political i ue 0£ the period. Thi, })aper 

"a tlated 1\..pril I 54, and "·a adclre eel ·To the 
P ople 0£ Iowa.' In thi document nre founcl argt1rnent 

for amending the tate on titution o a to allo,,· the i11tro• 

duction 0£ bank . In it he favor· the en:ictment of a law 

prohibiting t.he 'ale of intoxicating li<1uor ancl ad \·ocate 

the IIome tead Bill. Ile re \-iew in cletail the hi 'tor · of the 
• 

l\.Ii ouri Compromi ·e and the rea on for it. \.,.iolation, clo -

ing with the em J)hatic declaration that '' "ith the ble sing of 

Goel, I will 'lVCtr ctnrl 1car co1,tinz(c1lly again--t the abando11-
ment to la\1 ery 0£ n ingle foot of oil no,,v consecrated 

to freedom. 1 

In the election of .r\.ugust 3, 1 54 l\Ir. Grimes received a 

majority of 2, 123 votes over urti. Bate , hi°' Democratic 

opponent.2 ·\\rhile this caru1)aign and election ignalizecl 

the death 0£ the old ··\"\rhig l)art , it me2 .. nt the conce1)tion of 

the ne,v Republican party. rrhe 1 ait)" a an i11 titution now 

exi ted; it nee(led only the machinery 0£ organization. 1.'he 

energetic campaign condt1ctecl by Ir. Trime and the re 11lt 

had attracted 1'1 ide attention. Halmon P. hase wrote to 

lVfr. Grimes in 'e1)tem ber, 1854: ' 1\.llolv me to congra,tt1-

late you on the re"'ult in I o,va. It urpa e m hope , and 

i due in a great mea ure to your indefatigable exertion . 

"\Ve all owe )~Ou a clebt of gratitude. But noTir a much of 

wisdom will be needed to , ecure the £rt1it of victory and 

permanent a cendanc}T, a there -n"a 0£ courage, energy, and 

tact, to gain it. Your me sage will be looked for \,·ith 

1 I>rinted in al ter·s Life of James lV Grirnes, pp. 3-1-50. 
2 Iowa Official RegaJter, 1905, p. 558. 
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great intere"'t. · 1 1r. Gri1ne on October :3 ,,7 rote i11 re1)l) : 

'I am a toui hed at r11y 0,, ,11 t1cce~ i11 l1i ~ tat . I f 11gb t 

the battle nearl alo11 . l\I} ... colleague on the tick Jt ,,r re 

dead weighu , .... and I had th Bz,rli11rJt(J11 llr1 11•X·e/;C:, a 

profe edl}1 ""\\""hig r>ap r and the \vhole .-il1·Pr-q,·<tf/ int re ·t, 

penl}' again"" t me. . . . l triu1n1)he(l O'lel' the cornl)inetl 

power of darkne · ancl carriecl a haucl, 0111e majorit~ 7 ( te11) 
of the Legi latt1re ,,,ith me. ' 2 

n December 9, 1 .)4, i1·. G ri1ne. ,,a.· i11nt1gt1ratecl ov

er11or of Io~1 ft. In hi n1e age he J)re entcd a ot1ncl di ·c11 -

ion 0£ .. 
1

tat i st1e ; l)t1t th l(an a -N ebra ka <Jue tio11 rva 

gi,ren a treatment c1Jrnn1e11 .. 11rate ,\11th it ,·ital 11nlJli in1-

11ortanc . ' I t [ ~la, er.v J i. a local in titutiou, he cl clare , 

' and to the State that maintai11 it l) long it. re~1)ou.,il)il

itie a11cl it l)eril~ .... It i both the intere i aud th dl1ty 

of the free~ 
1

t,tte. to J)l'e\ ent the increa. e and the exten ion of 
the la,~e 1)0,ver 1))T ev·ery con. t itl1tional mean . . . . . on

gre'" can 1>a. no law e, tabli bing or protecting it in the 
territori s. I f Congre.. can pa ' no ·t1cl1 la,v·, much le 

can it cl legate ..;uch authority to the territorial legi lat11re , 

0\Ter "~ho e act. it ha. ever exerci ed su1)er\"i ory and re train
i11g po,·rer.' 3 

Thu , ,va. 1: 01111cled the doctrine \,rhich was to \Veld th 

op11one11t of : laver.}" exten ion into the organized Repu bli
can l)art)' o-f I o\,ra. The me . age rou eel ,vicle pread atten

tion and co111ment . T,,,o \·veek after the inauguration 

I epre entati\ e J o ht1a ll. Giclding , of Ohio wrote to G0\7-

1 J..>1 inted in Salter's Life of Ja11zes JV. Grimes, p. 63. 

"!~rioted in Salter's Life of Jcones nr. Grimes, p. 64. 
3 Shambaugh 's J..[essagcS an.cl Proclcinlations of the Governors of I owa, Vol. JI. 

p . 13 . 
• 
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ernor Grimes: ' The point you make i the true i "~ue, antl 

I 1,vonder that our ~"tate Legi lature have not taken it long 

ince. It i admitted b)T all that ot1r i ue mu t oon be 

fixed on the princi J)le ex pre ed in your me .. age £ total 

se1)aration 0£ the Federal Go\ ernment from all 1)a.1·tici1)ation 

in the up1)ort 0£ lavery, leaving the in titution e11tirel)7 

with the 1..
1

tate in \\rhich it eAri , ,vhile "e of the free 

1.."tate ,,rill tand lu trated from it contagion. Thi i ue 

cannot be " '"ith tood in any .free 1.. tate · it will o~:erwhelm all 
op1)onent in e,ery free tate. '' 1 

Iowa "vith a po1)ulation of 326 500 2 no,,T tood with T\ri -

consin lichigan, and hio in the front of the anti- lav·ery 

column of tate . The l{an a - T ebra ka -'-\.ct had become a 

law on May 30, 1 54, and the Io,va Dem crat were exper

iencing the evil effect 0£ the mea ure u1)on the strength and 

discipline of their party. o word 0£ comment or of 

endorsement 0£ the measure i.s fot1nd in t.he 1·e olutions of 
their Convention 0£ January 2-:1, 1 )55.3 On the ame date 

Governor Grime had a1)pro\,.ed an act contem1)ln.ting the 

revision or amendment 0£ the tate on titution-an act 

which the glaring defects of the Con titution of 1846 ren

dered imperati,e. 4 Indeed, the £ailure of the Democratic 

party to re pond to the po1)ular demand £or re,,.i. ion hacl in 

no small degree given heat and cohe ion to the gro,-r·th of 
Republicani min 1854 and 185 5. 

Early in 185fi the anti-sla\'""ery element ,,·ere al.read)" 

gravitating t0'1'ard a Republican organization. Go,-ernor 
1 Printed in Salter's Life of Jarnes TT ... Gri,nes, pp. 63, 04. 
2 I owa IIistorical and Coniparative Census, 1836-1880. , 
2 Resolutions of Democratic tate Convention, Jan. 24, 1855. 
4 Shambaugh 's IIistory of the Constitutions of I olua, pp. 334, 335 . 
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rim . · ,,·a an a .. tute J)oliticia11 a ,,. 11 a a tate ·man. It 
~ .. a ... hi cu to111 to C(Jl're })ond r gularl) ,, ith 0111 influ "'lltial 

1uan in al1110 t \. r" r count~'{ in tl1e .._"tate to a k bi , ie,v 

ancl i11 ·identall)- to outline hi ,vn. 111 thi ,,·n\'' h practi-

all)"' dictat d the J)latfor111 of hi p:1rt)- a11d oft 11 th 1nen 
. electecl a ct111diclate £c,r otlic . 1 rrl1e corre J)011c1 jnc, of 

Go,"eruor -i,ri1ue~ c111cl ~ 'al111011 I->. ha ~ gi v· intere t a11ll 

colori11g to tl1e 1)art}r hi tor_yr of thi l)eriod. On .L\ pril , 

1 55, Go,7 rnor Trirn->._ wrote : ' It ee111 "' to 111e that it 

i · time to thorough!}.,. oro-a11iz th l~<.lJ)tll)li ·a11 J)artJ'· The 
Kno,,·-....... othir1g, ha \·e })l' tty ,, .. ell brol< n clo,,ru the tv;To old 

!Jarties, and a 11e,v on no,,~ organized, ,, oul<l dra ,, .. largely 

from the foreign l e1u nt that goe to 111ak 111) tho. e l)artie:-. 
,vhile it ,,_.ill draw a,Ya)7 one-half of the 1 .... 110,, - ,. othing ~ at 
l ea t.' 2 

A l<een and critical di cu ion of Republicaui 111 and 0£ it 
J)rogre._s i11 Io"·a i gi ,·e11 iu the follo,ving 1)aragra1)h from 
au editorial in a promine11t A1nericau orga11 :-

' I s I o,,Ta. ready for R publican1::,n1 '! rl~hc qt1estion i , first a lcccl, 

" ·hat is l{e1)ul)licani~1n :' I t i a ,ve uncler land it, s i1nply ar1tl 

,vholly, 01>1>0 itio11 to the exteu 1011 of ' lavery. rrhe1r puLl1 }1ecl 

c1 eecl of 1,rinci1)le den1.aud tl1e re toration of the 1\1 j ~ot1r1 1om

J)ron1L e, ancl the re tri ·t1on of ~ la very lo its l)re,,ent limit. . -'-\ro 

1nort'. 1 la1•e 1e,·ritor.lJ It i ~ not, 1>ro1>0.,et1 to interfere ,viLh lavcry 

where it exi-;ts, l>ut to l~eep it ,,,he,·e ;t is. rl"hi ' we unclcr, tnnd to be 

tl1e obj c0t of tl1e Iley1ul1lie~r1 1novement. Thi being the object of 

the great s ortl1crn JJarty, 1s I owa ready to join it, ,ve 1:ipeak of 

cour .. ~ t o the anti-► 'lavcry rn en of tl1e 'tate. "\\re think, that the 

great ma · of the uuprcjl1<licial freemen of tl1e tat,c, are hearL and 

1 Jion I>eter J.\.. Dey, .L1nnal.~ of I owa , .July , 1005, p. 83. 
2 1>r1nted 1n alte1··s L ife of Janies ll~. Crin,es, pp. GS, on. 
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soul ,vitl1 tl1e cau c of R epublicani-..m. \\Te trtt .. t that tl1e matter will 

be talked over, an<l kept before tl1c mind " of the 1>eople by t11e 

R e1>ublican }ll'e. s of the tate. It i~ a n1ighty move1nent ancl look .. 

towards the con ummatio11 of a g reat work making the nion " "hat 

it wa de:::-igned to lJe, a land of .freerlo,12 ancl not of ,lavery. With 

such an olJject in vie,v, what caunot a t111ited X ortl1 do. 

certainly-make lavcry ~ectional, anu liberty national. 

a1•, let the cry be, no 111ore A...'lu,•e ,.__ tc1tes f "1 

One thi11g 

Then we 

The trend of entirnent of the admini tration parts·· during 
the year 1 55 furni he a11 in tructi,e background in the 

Republican movement .2 The De1nocratic ony·ention 0£ 
l\f u ca tine "ounty en(lor ed Pre. ident Pierce oppo ed a 

chang in the naturali in.tion la,,- and ignored entirely the 
introduction 0£ lav .. er)T into I .... an a ancl Nebra ka. 3 .1\.. 

majority of the leading au(l more i11fiuential Democratic 
journals, ho,,ye~er, endor ed the 1.,.. a.11 a - .i.. ebra ka Act, 

arguing that the J)eople 0£ the Territorie had a right 

to adopt uch a tate on tit11tion a they cho e provided 
it wa not in violation of the on titt1tion 0£ the United 

i.. tates. i.. ome clemanded t1e re toration of the l\li ouri 
Compromi e, ancl a £e\v thre,,r a icle all p1inci1)le and urged 

the party to wage an exterminati11g ,,ar again t .t\.merican

i m. 4 The editor of the Dubt1que Er1J1·e~s rt?z(l H e1·ctlll 
1 Jluscatine Journa,l, Aug. 13, 1855, Vol I , ... o. 32. 
2 "Almo ·t, if not every, democratic journal in I owa, professes a holy horror 

of the agitat ion of the slavery question, and haYe " 'orked themselves into a vir
tuous indignation at the effronter.v of the ·orth in demanding a '' thus far ancl 
no f arther,. edict to the institution of slavery. They so love the Constitution, 
that they oppose all appeals, demanding that it n1ay remain as it is.-... tand by 
the Con titution, they say, maintain it as it is, antl so have they said for years
yet they are forever an1ending it, eYen at the sacrifice of the nation's honor, as 
witness the repeal of Lbe l\fissouri Co1upro1nise. "-.1."\.luscatine Journal J uly 12, 
1856, Vol. I , No. 13. 

3 1.luscattne Journal, ,July 17, 18, 1855, ·v· ol. I , No . 17 and J 8. 
4 }.fuscatine Journal, J uly 12, 1855, '\'"ol. I , No. 13. 
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1·e..,entecl l)itt rl}-r th charge thnt the l e1110 ·rnts ,,T r la,._ 

ery pro1)agandi t . Ile cleclar <l that the intentio11 · t1f tl1e 

o-called l{e1111l)lican part)r co11l(l l>e t11n111 d ti 1) i11 a f ,,, 

"·ord l>)" a}~ing that 11 lJ011(l of unity ,1111ono- tl1 111 a11tl 
the only mea ... ure the) ad \'Ocat cl ,, .. a', OJJ11o~itio11 t<> tl1e 
Democrac3r -no oth :.>r })rinci1)le ,, a ir1 cril etl 011 th ,ir l)n11• 

ner. 1 
\ t ]Tort De 1\f oi11e a 111all r >ti 11 of I-'ocofoco--:, 

a di cordant ,ving of th De1no ·rae.)-r helcl a 'on ,1 11tion an l 

ado1)ted a ._;)eric- of eighte n re c>ll1tio11 · i11 ,, Lich th y 
ex1)re, etl adherence to th .l I ... a11~a -.J.. .... e br(1 l<:a .1\. ·t fn, ore<.l 

i. ·te11hen 1\... Dol1gla for Pre iclent cleJ)l' catetl a (langerot1 

to the J)eac a11cl o.cafet~-r of tl1e col111tr. r the agitation { tl1e 

la\-rery c1t1e tion a11cl lame11tecl the · l)ar ial" d fea,t of tl1e 

Dernocrat 0£ Io"'"a in 1 54 while ex1)re ing hoJ) ~ · t{)r 

a Democratic trit1m11h in 1 56. 2 

The American J)a1i ... in Io,,"a reach cl th ze11ith 0£ it 
})o,,~r ancl i11flt1ence i11 1 .')5; it v;a. cl1eer d in it effort· 

1J}7 it triumph i11 the electio11 of 11ine \ 'tat , in tl1at ) ear . 

.L\lthough it extren1e ,1ie~., in r garcl to the naturalizatio11 

of foreign immigrant 111ade it re11uguant to the great ma ., 

of anti• ]a\"'ery ,·oter of Io"·a, it O!)J)O itic>11 to the Demo• 

cratic J)art. r naturally cat1 ·eel it to <lrift to,vn.r<.l a coaiition 

,vith l{e1)u lJlicani m. 1\. 10n \·ention of th .{\.111erican J)art 
held a t,,ro da) e ion at I o,, .. a ,it)r on N Ovem ber 6, 1 55, 

ancl i11vit cl the itizen of Io""a to l1uite ,Yith th n1 in the 

1 l)ubur1ue E:tpre.(Js ancl Herald, Dec 31, 18u5. 

2 Burlington Dally Ilnu;k-Eye and Telegraph, Oct. 24, 1855, .1 ro. 101. Resolu
tion nine reads "That atnong all desperate sh ifts for po"·er, " ·hich a most 
despicable part} bas been forced to resort to, l{no,v-... Tothing is th e n1oi;t. reckle:-s 
and melcenary; destitute alike o! reason, honor, and patrioti:-;1u; and ,vh1le 
openly professing a. re~nrcl for the country and religion, it is secretly plotting 
treason and infidel j t}." 
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cause for freedoru. 1 Thi meeting wa denounced in un

mea t1red term by the Democratic pre "·hich aw in it 
11othi11g but a union 0£ Ir no\"\1 -N' othingi 1n and the Rep11bli

cn,n doctrine of e,varcl ha e ~.,u111ner Grime , Greeley, 

and Gidding for the pur1)0 .. e £ gaining the J>Olitical 

s11premacy in Io"Ta. ''From pre, ent indication._ '' clecla1·ecl 

the Bt1rlington Dtt il.lJ Io2l1{1 A tcrte 0(tzette, ' i.mericani m ha 

,vallo,,red up Republicani m in I o,va. t the recent Grancl 

Council helcl in Iowa 1ity the tenet of Repu blicani m 
were formnll)" incorporated in their l)ln.tform and have done 

away lVith the nece itJT of a di tinct Republican 01·ganiza

tion. They ha,"e al o ab,.;ol\·ed them el,"e from ._ ecrecy 

and opened their door.:, in order that all who may "·i h may 

partici1)ate in the 1\.merican J)arty .... 1Ience£orth Re1)ub

lican who ha\"e kept aloof from the I{now- Tothing will be 

co1npelled to nPak into their organization at the eleventh 
hour.'' 2 

Go,-ernor Grimes 1va "ratching· the e J)Oliticnl de\Telop

ments ,vith keen and ab orbing intere t. 111 l\Iay, 1 55, 

he had written to nlmon P. ha .. e : '' I am anguine that 

we hall organize a party that -n"ill carry the election i11 

most of the orthern tates in 1 56, and in all 0£ them in 

1860. I abhor the 1)rinci1)]e of the KnoTIT-Nothings, o far 

as I understand them, yet I think they are accomJJlishing a 

great "rorlr in l)reaking do\'\'D the old partie . ,\rhen new 

parties are con tructed as they shortly will be, our~ ""ill be 

uppermost in my opinion. I find encouragement in every 

move that is made by our ene1nies. 3 ,till more hopeful is 
1 

Burlington Daily Iowa State Gazette, No~. 18, 1855, '\.Tol. I , l:\To 123. 

i Burlington Daily Iowa State Gazette, Nov. 21, 18,i5, "\rol. I, No. 125. 
3 Printed in Salter's Life of James lJT. Gri1nes, p. 70. 
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hi letter 0£ Ju11e 17, 1, 55, to Ir._. (¾rime. : ' I l1a\7 e 11een 

rejoicing for t\,ro day \·er the re.__•ult of the I ,.. no,, .x othi11g 

.;._ ational Conv ntion at l)hiladel1)hia. I have bee11 afr(1id of 

that organizatio11. I kne,,,. tl1at it ,voulcl br ak clo,,ru i11 

a } ear or two lJ11t I ,va fearfl1l that beft)l'e di ... olution 

it would gi\·e a J)ro- la, er ti11ge to the enti1ne11t of inanJ" 

of it member . It ha gone O\Terboarcl 0O11er than I ex

pected, and I can ee 11othing no,v tool t r11et a perfect a11ti

Xebra,ka and anti- la,rer)" tril1r111)h ... . 'The right <.-'ntiment 

become firmer and more inten e ev·e r,~ clay i11 thi ~ ,~'1tt1. ... ., 

.. 'trong gro1111cl ,, .. a tal{en on the u1Jject of .. laver)t at the 1(>n-

gr gatio11al ..c\. oeiatio11 here. I am almo t e,7el'} .. da1- recei \ -

ing letter ome from tho. e ,vho OIJJ)O ed. JU)- ele tion a )7 ar 

ago, ayi11g that if I ,,,.ere now a cancliclate, it wou]cl nc>t be 
nece._, ary to canva the Htate, and peak in e·verj,. cot1nty a 

I then did. 1\..nd I do not belie,re it ,rould l)e 11ece . nJ')1 • 

The outrage in I{an as ha,re 01)e11ed the . es of the 1)eople 
to the irtte1Lt with ,,Thich the l\[is ouri Con11)romi _l ,va 

1·e1)ealed. '' 1 

At Iu catine the 1\.merican ounty onvention had. 

de1)recated all legi latio11 that ,,Tas intenclecl to ,. tend the 

al'ea or the i11fl uence of the lave power a11cl hacl regar<lecl 
the repeal of the l\Ii ouri fompron1ise as an 011trage ,,·hicl1 

co ulcl not be ju tifiecl or P.xcusecl. 2 8imilar platforiu ,,,.er 

presented in vario11 co11ntie in the Btate. I t -nra no,v sug

gested that, ince the American })arty was the only li ,·e 

organization ir1 the 'tate exce1)t it great antagonist, the 

D emocrat ic party, the anti- la very forces shot1lcl 1111ite t1nder 

1 Printed in~ alter's Life of ,la1nes nr. Gr1n1es, p 71. 
2 Muscatine Journal, Nov. 13, 1855, Vol. I, No. 05 . 
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tl1e tanclard of the .1\n1erican J)a1ty. 1 '\'\Te cannot see.'' 

l1rgecl the O kaloo. a He,·(tl,l, "?hy a })lat£orm may not be 

aclo1)tecl, n ,,Fbich nearly all if not all opponent of the 

Pierce ad1nini tratio11 can . tancl. ,, ... e houlcl be J)lea ed to 

ee a lte1 ul)lican co11,· ntion that ,,?ould unite the force 

of the American , Free 'oiler . and Old Line "'\'\nig . ,t1ch 

a union ,,youlcl en~ t1re the defeat of Locofocoi m, and -n~e 

believe it can be effected to the full ati faction of at lea. t 

two-third of the J)eo1)le of Io"·a. 2 

omn1enting on the abo,e the eclitor of the Bu1·lingion 

lJctily Iotoa " tc,te Gctzette reJ)lied -nrith tinging em1)ha i : 
' This \·i1tuall;,7 concede. the inability of an one of the £ac

tion enumerated to u1)J)lant the D emocracy, but in till the 
,,.ain hope that a combinatio11 of all the odiou i m UJ)On a 

platform t11)on Trbich all democrat Of>po ed to the admini -
tration might stand, ,vould be able to ucceed in 1vre ting 
the ofticers £ro1n the democracy .... H ere the ultra-abolition
ist can strike hand ,, .. ith the ultra- ece ioni t of the outh 
- here Se\\Tard and Greeley ,vith all their horror of l now-

othing proscription can strike hand ,vith l\Iar hall and 
Gentry who ,vol1ld en laY·e the negro and clegrade the white 
man 0£ foreign birth, and here the N" ational ,,rhig can ,vork 

houlder to shoulder ,vith the sectional fanatic ""ho avow
edly seek the destructio11 of the l'"nion. '' 3 

ovl began an earne t agitation by the anti- la\ery pre 
0£ the tate for a Con,yention of the friend of a Republican 

organization. In eptember, 1855, the Fair.field L eclge,· 
1 .Muscatine Journal, :rov. 13, 1865, Vol. 1, No. 05. 

ll Quoted from Oskaloosa Herald, Dec. 14, 1865, in the BurlingLon Daily Iowa 
State Gazette, Dec. 18, 1855, Vol. I, :ro. 147. 

a Burlington Daily Iowa State Gazette, Dec. 18, 1856, Vol. I , ro. 147. 
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and other J)ape1·" .. ugge t d th J)Olic~T of l1oltling a ~ 1 tate 
1

onv·ention £ I e1)ublien11 at I◄ ,1irli lll cluriug the e , io11 of 

the .L\gricult11ral Fair at that 1)l:1ce. II ,, e\~ r the J)l'O}JO-

ition \\"a oon (li..., rui'"'secl 011 the g roun<l. that ct 111ore ·e11-

tral p oint ~ ... a d e irabl and that the ir111)ro1JrietJ of mi~i11g 

Republicani:·m with the ..t.\.gricultural , ociet)7 V\ oulcl er,r a 

a J)Otent argument in the hand · of tl1e De111ocrat . 1 Inn,r 
pa1 er na111ed l oY\1a it) .. tl th JJC)int ,,rhich ,vould 1110 t 

likel)T a ure the be t r })l'e ntation of g neral f 1.i11g and 

the fulle t attendance. 'l~he arly 11art of Ja11uar)· 1 5G 

,,·a~ ugge ted a a uitable tim for h olding the 1on, ... ention; 

other- cle ired to J)O, t1)011e it until late in tl1e "11ring; 

,vhile the Burlington Dltil!J llctlch·-.b1;e (t11tl Teleg1·(tJ)lt !)re
ferred to a\Yait the action of (~ongre 011 J)encling c1ue ti u 

of la,-er3T. Thi ,voulcl ena1J1 the 1ou ,. ntion to ha\"e a 

clear r field of action a11d to act accorclingl). 2 'till other 

journal fa\.·ored the 22nd of ]ebruar)·, JJa1tly a a 1neclium 

1)er1ocl a11d }Jartly on acco11nt 0£ the hi toric association of 
the da}·· 3 

All the anti- lavery force ,vere no"'" pre1)ared to re J)Ond 
to a u111mo11 to concerted action ; from \\Ta -hington had 

alr ady come forth a call for a ma meeting of Rer)u blican 

to be l1eld at Pitt. burg, Penny 1 v·ania, 011 February 22, to 

tal(e prelimi11a.ry ste1)' in the organization 0£ a 11ational 

JJarty. Early in Jttnuar)r, 1856, therefore there a1>1 eared 

in the lv1t . Plea ant Ob::1erver and the Burlington D r.t-ily 
IIawk-E11e (rrld 1eleg,·cr1Jli the following call ' 1,o the 1iti-

1 .J1l uscatine Journal, cpt. 17, 1856, ' "ol. I , "o. 52 
2 Burlington Datly Ilatuk-Eye and Telegraph, Dec. 7, 1855, No. 138. 
8 The Daily Gate City, l{eokuk, Dec. 22, 1856, Vol. II, No. 261. 



zen of Iolva, " 1 "·hich ,,?a widely copied by the anti- la,·ery 

pres of the 1 tate:-
• 

TO TlIE CITIZE OF IO\V' A 

Believing that a large majority of the people of Iowa. are oppo ed 

to tl1e 1>olitical 1>rinci1>les of the 1>re, ent .A<lmini ·tration, and to the 

introductio11 of lavery into territory now free, and al o, that made 

free l>y the ( 1on1promi es of 1820: and that tl1e 1>arty tyling itself 

the '' Democratic Party," are striving to make lavery a great 

national inst1tution, contrary to tl1e princi1)le laid dow11 in the Dec

laratior1 of lnde1lendence and the on titt1tion, as taught by the 

fathers of the Re1,ublic; we would call upon all uch free citizen, to 

meet in Convention, at Iowa, ity 011 the 22d day of February, for 

the J>urpo e of organizing a Re1>t1blican party, to make commo11 

cau e with a imila.r party already formetl in everal of tl1e other 

tate of the Union. 
MANY ITIZE.1 . 

January 3d, 1856. 

Behind thi call there wa no con ention no chairman 
no central committee. Fu1thermore, the author hip o:f thi 
most timely and im1)ortant document i a matter of cloubt; 
but the clear, tactful tyle and the direct tatement how the 
hand of Gover11or Grime . o man in the tate at thi 
time possessed uch a kno,v ledge 0£ men and affairs ancl 
such a grasp on the pt1l)lic confidence as did he; no one 
could more truly giv·e ex1)re ion to the voice 0£ the people. 
It is, ho,vever, unlikely that Governor G1imes "ra anxiou 
or willing to appear as the active, a.g·gre ive leader of a 
movement \Vhich meant the di..,solution of the old pa1ty by 

1 'This call may be found 1n the follo,ving ne,vspapers: .Muscatine Journal, 
Jan. 14, 1856, Vol. I (New Series}, No. 1; Tlie Daily Gate City, ICeokuk, Jan. 8, 
1866, Vol. II, o. 203; Des,noine Courier (Ottum,va), Jan 17, 1856, Vol. VII, No. 
48; Dubuque Republican, Jan. 15, 1856, '\rot I, Jo. 42; The Dubuque Daily Trib
une, Jan. 16, 1856, Vol. II, o. 254, and Burlington Daily Jlawk-Eye and Tele
graph, Jan. 11, 1866, No. 1G6. 
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which he had lJP 11 ele, ated to the exect1ti \1 chair 0£ th 

tate. 1 

For over a )1ear l)olitical 1n ta1norpho i hacl l)ee.n going 

on, and the ,.,ariou... grol1p. ,ver gracluall)., a· urning a 

condition £ more . table IJc>litical ec1uilibrium; each pa1~y 
could no,v recog1iize it 1110,1 n1 nt. ancl t nd ncie a , ell 

a tho e of it OJ)ponent. ; each J)al't)T "'a 110,,r al)le to 

ee and to juclge it el 1nent of .. tr ngtb, a11d th<> £ 
decay· and each l)arty n·a no,v proclaiming it hi.,toric 

achie~tement i11 re olution , plat£or111. , a11d in the utteranc s 

of men and ne" ·1)aJJer:· co1111Jete11t to gi\-e then1 ex1)re io11. 
rrhe 1(110,v- .,..othing ancl the :Bree .._'oiler.· "'ere .eeki11g an 

alliance '"rith the Re1)t1blicau · in ere d and i11 orgtt11ization; 

while to the l)emocrats the)· '"'ere at oppo ·ite })Olitical 
pole,. rfhe call of J a11uar)- 3, l b5({ wa b(Jth an invitation 

and a timulu. to cause Io,,ra citizen to choo. e and to declare 

their political faith and to ail)r them. elve ~vi.th one of the 
political pa1ties or the da)~. 1 1)eeche a11d clitorial ,vrit
ings DO\V l1nde1took to cle. cribe the 1ni. sion, the de jgn , 

and the futu1·e of each })arty. 

''"\,1iat are the avowecl ai111 0£ the o-called republican ?'' 

asked the Burlington Dctily Io1cct J...'ltctte 0-ctzette. ''To dis

tract the country and imperil the nion it elf by an imper-

1 ifr. John W Gannaway, in t.he October, 1003, I owa Journal of IIistory and 
Politics, declares that this call was ,~ri tten by Governor Grimes. i1r. BcnJam111 
F. Gue, who ,vas a delegate to the Convention which later organized the party, 
says 1n his History of Iowa, Vol. IV, p. 100 "In ,January, 1850, Governor 
Grimes ,vrote the call for the Convention ,yh1ch, at I ov. a City on the 22nd of 
]'ebruary, founded the l{epub1ican party of Iowa.'' IIon l'eter A. Dey, of Iowa 
C1 ty, a personal fr1 eod o! Governor Grimes and of W1 lli a1n Penn Clarke, stated 
to the writer tllat, the latter claimed the authorship of the call, having told Mr. 
Dey that it was one o.f the proud acts of his life It is very doubtful whetl1er con
clusive proof as to the origin of the cal l is extant. 
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tin nt a11d unwarrantable interference with la-very wherever 
it exi t , for their officiou med<lling i calculated to effect . 
the )- t m throughout all it raniification . They openly 
proclaim their determination to oppo e the law of the land, 
in ome in tance pa ing local law to super"'ede the 
en£ rcement 0£ general one , and all this they illu trate in 
their action by educing la,Te from their owner and by 
protecting them again t pur uit and arre t. They unblu h
ingly deny the rights in common of one ection 0£ the 
Union to the territory 0£ the country, and claim a pecial 
prerogative to colonize it with fanatics of their own tripe .. 
. . They would further disturb the peace of the country 
and endanger the Union of the tate by pre\enting the 
admi ion 0£ any new ~ tate, the people of which, in the 
exerci e of a sovereign right, might present them with a 
Constitution authorizing slavery." 1 

A calm and judicial expo ition of the purpo es of Repub
licanism is given in the D es J,foines Valley TVJ1 ig, a Republi
can journal 0£ BUI'lington, where one reacts that ' The 
Republican party aims at nothing more than the limitation 
0£ lavery to the bounds of the Constitution, to the exclu
sion of the institution from territory under the control of 
the Federal Government, and the non-admis ion of any 
mo1·e slave tates, leaving the question of sla,7 ery as it 
exi ts within the States ju t where they find it .... The 
Republican party does not seek the abolition of slavery 
wherever the authority 0£ the Constitution prevail . It doe 
not seek its abolition by a dissolution of the Union as Gar
rison seeks it. It does not seek its abolition at all under 

' 
1 Burlington Daily Iowa State Gazette, Jan. 17, 1856, Vol. I, No. 172. 
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the local go,-ernment '""here it exi t . ,, 1 rrhe D1tol1q,,e 
ReJJllOlira 11 champion eel the nen .. part) .. declaring that '' The 

grand obj ct of the l{ I)ublican Party i to pre\ent the intro

duction 0£ lav·er)T into th no,v .r~ree rr e1·ritory of hi un

try and to n1ake Fr edom .... ~ ational and .., lav·ery ~, ctional. 

The grand bj ct of the Democratic Party i to o })er\?ert 

the ancient l)olicy of the Fath r · of the Re1)ublic, a to 1>er

mit 1 la,er)T to . J)read over the 11tire countr}", and to make 

~'la,1ery Xational and lireedom ,ectiona).'' 2 

The pa i11g of I .... no,v - T othingi Ill from the J)Olitical tage 

i clo. ely a ociated ,, .. ith the origi11 of the I e1)ublican party. 

Indeed, the early growth f Re1)11bli ani n1 was a product 

of variou element , not the lea t among ~"hich wa the 

.t\.1nerican Jlarty. IIence, the American movement toward 

l{epu blicani "'ill called £01ih a val t amount of critici m and 

denunciation from the Democratic pre 3 during the two 

month preceding the 1onvention-an event which to the111 

"
7 ould de. ecrate the acredne of February 22 by a fu ion 

of fanatic element . 4 rrhe Re1)u blican denied all l)ODtical 

r elatio11. hip a11d di claimed all ties 0£ a sociation with the 

Know- T othing a11d cleclarecl truthfully that Rei)ttblicanism 

wa a })roduct of Democratic a \\rell as 0£ American ele

ment .5 Governor Grime had declar d in emphatic term 

1 I{eokuk Des Jloines Tr alley ll'hig, Feb. O, 1850, Vol. X, No. 23. 
2 Dubuque Republican, Jan. 18, 1856, 1/ ol. I, To 46 

a Dubnqtte Express and ]Jerald, Jan. 17, 1856. 
4 "We do hereby for1nal1y excommunicate all ,vho belong to that, oath boun<l. 

political association, commonly known by the name of 'The !Cnow- othing 
Party,' and do publicly declare them to be unfit political associates for true 
<lemocraLs and republicans 11- Tl.esolutions of Democratic tate onvent1on of 
J an. 8, 1856, as found 1n Burlington Daily Iowa State Gazette, Jan. 13, 1850, 
Vol. I , No. 100. 

6 Dubuque Republican, Feb 1, 1860, Vol. I , No. 67. 
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at Burlington that 1\.nti Know- rothingi m and anti- .... la\"

ery Exten. ion mu t be th two great plank of the Republi
can organization. ,, 1 

.1\.cti\Te pre1)arat ion for the coming on-vention now t ook 

place. 10n vention and ma meeting ,vere being h eld in 

almo t e\Tery county of the ea te1~n half of the "tate dm~ing 

the month of January and F ebruary . On F eb1·t1ary 9 the 

I epublican of Lee ot1nt met to elect delegate and to 

per·fect a local organization. 2 n F ebruar 1 un<ler the 

leader hip of J ohn J.\.. Parvin the .Jl u catine ounty Repub

lican denounced I re ident I ierce and tephen A. Dougla , 

declaring freedom national and la ery ectional · a county 

central committee of fi,·e , a selected; and t1',.ent -four dele

gate were cho en to at tend the onvent ion at Iowa ity . 3 

A day later in Ilenry ounty t he R epublican adopted 

a plat form, elected eighteen delegate to attend the Conven

tion, and formed a local organization. 4 t Dubuc1ue nearly 

two hundred citizens had signed their name to a circular 

calling £01· a mass meeting 0£ R epublican in Dubuque on 

li""'e bruary 4. 5 The response t o the tate call wa r emark
able in its spontaneit:;r and enth u iasm. 

A n1onth before the meeting 0£ the on \Tention a leacling 

, Vhig paper wrote editorially that'' E v--ery journal of Repub

lican sent iments in the tate that we have noticed, re poncl 

hea1iily to the call £or a tate Convention at I owa ity on 

the 22d proximo and from every l uarter that private 
1 Quoted in Dubuque Republican. Feb. 1, 185G, Vol. I , o. 57. 
2 The Daily Gate City, ICeokuk, January 23, 1856, Vol. II, .1:"'o. 276. 
3 ltf uscatine Journal , Feb. 18, 1856, ol. I (New cries), No. 28. 
4 Jf uscatine Journal, F eb 19, 1856, Vol. I (.1: e,v eries), No. 29. 
6 Dubuque Daily Tribune, J an. 19, 1856, Vol. II, No. 258. 
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expre ion ha,~e come to u , there i a corclial a. ~nt to tl1e 

1)ro1Jo ition. ,,re flre r joiced to "ee thi l111a11i111i .. ' at1d 

cordialit}~ of feeling. It a11gur · ,,~ 11 for 11r1ited ra.nl{.,,, a 

ha1·moniou. and , J)irited conte t, anc1 ~1 trit1rn1)ha11t i~ 11e. -

,,.,.ith . uch <l l)irit contin11ecl thro11ghout the cnnvn. . there 

ca11 be no doubt of the re ult. -That 111an i c.1 ull of a I)J r -
hen ion incleed 1~rho doe not J)erceiv·e that Io,v·a i 11ndoul -

dl)r and thorot1ghly l{e1Jt1l)lica11 i11 e11ti111e11t and the}' 

111t1 t either lack i11 l)atri oti 111 or i11tl ulge in re1)rehen ible 

elfi. hnes. who, entertaining the . a1ne ge11eral entin1ent 

,;,rith tl1e 111ajoritJr are lvilli11g to 1 t uborcli11at c1ue tio11 

or l)er onal amlJition di turl) the harn1on~- or hazard the, llc

ce. · of the ca11 e. Thankful are ,, e that no . 11ch , pirit ha 

lJeen manife tecl. 'fhnnl{ful 1n u ·t e\1 eryr earne t Re1)11 l)lica11 

be that ther ~ a1)1)ear. on \·ery hand a cli po ition to ink 

every n1i11or r1ue tion in that great i lle before the countr}-; 
to let l)j -go11e. l)e 1Jy-go11e , and o far a ,ye 1nu. t <liffer 

111Jou other JJoint till i1n1)orta11t, to as ign uch l)Oint their 

tl'lle rauk a11d not })ern1it then1 to 111ar the harlllOll)r or 
feeling ancl unity of l)llI'J)O 'e ,vbich hould IJer\"·ad a great 
l)arty ,vith c. uch i1111)ortant ge11eral ai1n in t1ch a cri i · 

that no £action ~ l)irit 1·ear it dragon head, a11d no per-
onal am 1Jitio11 een1s lil~ely to J)rejuclice the call . ,,Te 

hope thi may continue. ,\r believ·e it 1,vill. '' 1 

rr"~o ,veek 1Jefore the meeti11g of the . on \Yention a lea.cl

ing American l)aJ)er of outh-e:1. tern Io,,,a J)rinted editorially 

the e line : < ,,Te have ne,,.er k11own the I>re s of an 1tat 

more unanimo11, 111Jo11 any n1atter of k,tate l)olicy than th 

a11ti-aclmi11i. tratio11 })l'e of Io"'a U})On the ubject of the Re-

1 The Daily Gate r,ty, Keokuk, J an. 23, 18.:iG, Vol. II, No. 2iu. 
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publican 1onvention, to be held in Iowa ity on the 22d in t. 

In truth, taking our entire xchange li t ,ve do not know 

of a single exception, and we enjoy the benefit 0£ an 

exchange with almo t every paper 0£ whate,.,.er politic in 

thi tate. The Grtte City at l(eokuk; the --'-:lrg11., Fo11i 

Madison; IIa1t,lf Eye Burlington; Gctzette, Davenport; 

Repu'blican and T1·ibune Dubuque· itizeri Fort De 

Moines; Adverti e1·, Tipton; Regi ·ter, fa1100; Tinie 

Cedar Rapid ; Observe,·, It. Plea ant; and many other 
whose name ~ye cannot recall, have econded the movement 

and are urging the nece ity of an organization., 1 

Con iderable di cu sion aro e as to the p1~opriety of nomi • 
nating a ticket at the Con ,1 ention. The impre ion eemed 

quite general that it v;ra to be a ma meeting and not an 
assemblage of delegate in tructed to make nomination . It 
was further urged that the meeting was to be preliminary in 
its nature and hould look solely to the one purpo e of 
establi bing the party a an organized body in the .._ tate. It 
'Vas expected that man would attend who would not be 
authorized to act as delegates £or the counties they repre
sented; and, since it , eemed impos ible that all ection of 
the tate would be repre ented, the entiment 0£ the people 
could not be known with re£e1~ence to a choice 0£ candi
dates. 2 The Keol{uk Gltte 01'ty agreed fully 1''ith the Oska
loosa He1·ctl(l, which said: ' "\Vhethe1~ it be prope1~ £or thi 

Convention to nominate candidates, will depend very much 
upon the attendance at the on vention. We are willing to 

leave that matter to the good sen e and judgment of the dele-

1 .i\fu&catine Journal, Feb. 81 1856, Vol. I ( ew Series), No . 21. 

, Muscatine Journal, Feb. 8, 1850, Vol. I (New Series), No. 21. 

' 
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gate as en1bled. I£ it i thought be after organizi11g the 

pa1ty, to ·1Jo t1Jone the no1ninatio11 to a ll tJ. ec1 l1ent time, ,v e 

hall be plea ed - perha1> incleed that '110111(1 be the lJetter 

plan - l)ut if it i thought be t t n n1inate a £1111 tick t 
now ,,Te a}" go ahead; 11ut good m n on the track and er~ 
tain victor;r ,,,,ill be tl1e re. ult.,, 1 

To mention of aD)T nam a candidate £or the 'tate 

officEl at thi" ti111e i di coverabl 1
• 'l'he nlain ql1alification 

for citizen to be cho en a delegate to the 1onv·ention wa 

a firm and ot1t J)oke11 OJ)110 ition to lavery ext n ion. The 

Dziouq11e Dcril.lJ T1·ib111le advi ed that the friends of a candi
date '-Jhould not J)re ' · the nomination in a manner that ,vould 

excite rancorou op1)0 ition and declared that th people 
demanded candidate ,,,.ho h<>ulcl re1)r ent the anti-slavery 

idea of the r orth. It even urged that personal and official 

<1ualification lJe t1bordinated to anti-sla\Yery con,11.ctions. 2 

James IIarlan, in a letter to Ile11r}-r ,\' . Lathrop, t,\.,.O \veek 
before the 10n \"ention, Ol111d d in eloc1l1eut terms th anti-

lavery cry and tated the creed of l{e11t1blicanism. In refer
euce to the 1

0 11 ,; entio11 he urged the nece ity of forbearauce, 

di ·cretion, ancl l)rudence on the })a1t 0£ it members. 3 

Large delegations began to an·i ve at Io~ra ity on Thurs

day, the day before the 1onvention, the delegates pending 
the day in con ultatio11 and di cu ion. I t ,va agreed that 
a preli1uinarJT aucl informal gathering hould be held in the 

evening. At this meeting the delegates could get acc1uainted 
,vith one another and it ,vonld })erhaps enaule the u1eeting 

1 Quoted i11 The Daily Gate G1ity, J{eoknk, ,Tan 23, 1850, Vol II, o. 276. 
2 Dubuque Da,ly Tribune, I!'eb. 15, 1850, VoL II, o. 281 
3 Printed in Burlir1gton Daily Jlawkeye and Telegraph, Feb. 25, 1856, No. 

204. 
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to agree upon a cour e of action to recom1nend to the on

venti n. 1"'he meeting ~ra to be helcl in the Old Capitol 

building, a tructure around which cling n1an~y· con ,·ention 

memorie . Earl in the e,-ening the delegate u embled in 

the Ilall 0£ Re1)re entati \·e anc1 ... electecl Col. Fitz Ilenry 

"\\' arren of De l\ioine~ ount to pre ide o,er the in-

formal 1neeting, ,vhich at once proceeded to l u in~ .1 

'fhe delegate fro1n 'cott and l\Iu catine cot1ntie at once 

gave life arid pirit t the di 'Ct1 ion ; £or the e men hacl 

come to the on vention determined that the l)lat-form to be 

adopted hould contain a11 ndor ement of the p1·ohibitory 

liquor law then in force. nder th leader hi1) of Hiram 

P1·ice, of Da\"·enport the ad,·ocate of the la,,· urged their 

point "vith great ,.,.ehemence and ueclared that it mu t be 

granted. 'fhey were an wered by the argt1me11ts that the 

call for the convention had not mentioned the matter at all, 

and that it had called the people together £or the ole and 

simple J)urpo e of organizing a party again t the aggre ion 

of the slave power. Thi , it wa t1rged, ,va the onl" i ue 

no1-v before the peo1)le, and l1pon it alone had the onventiou 

been empowered by the peo1)le to act. t a late hour the 

meeting adjourned leaving the temperance que tion till un
settled. 2 

The morning of the 22nd found about two ht1ndred dele

gates at Iowa ity; but during the forenoon other co11tinued 

to arrive until they reached the number of about £our hun
dred, a re1)orted later. 

The largest delegations to the Con \·entio11 came, of cou1· e 

1 Ottumwa Demoine Courier, Feb. 28, 1856, Vol. '\TJII, .1: o. 2. 
2 Dubuqu,e Republican, Feb. 26, 1856, \Toi. I , No. 77. 

• 
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£1~om the ea t rn ctio11 of tl1e "'tate ,, hich ,, a 111ore thicl<ly 
})Ol)ltlatecl, and to ,,·hicl1 Io,,·a 1it}r ,, a 111ore acce iblt tl1a11 -

to the ,,·e ter11 cot111tie lJotl1 a.;; regarcl cli ta11ce aucl 111Pnn 

of tra\·el. J ohn 011 ( 1ol1r1t}· took tl1e lead ,,·itl1 a tlelegatio11 

of fift3 -four ,vbich i11cll1clecl --ucl1 111en u II Ill')" "'\\T. Latbro1) 
Robert.._' . :B'inllJi11e .. '~nator 1..'a111u 1 \\'orkmn.11, R JJre en

tati·ve ~'an1l1el II. l\Ic 1ror,r ~111cl ~a,11111el J. I~irk,,oocl ,,ho ... 

at tl1i IJOi11t b gan hi long arid honoralJle car er in I oTT·a 

politic . ~ 'cott 1011nt}· . ent tl,-"ent}·-six n1e11-amor1g t l1en1 

1Iira111 l)rice ancl Be11ja111i11 111
• :r11e \\'ho later lJeca111e J)ro1u

inen t i11 offitial life. ,J ltclge "'\\Ti}liam re1)re "en ted 'lay ton 

ou11t~". iu"'catine 1ot1ut;\· had a1nong it t,,, 11t)r-, ev·en 

clelegate ... \ a Gregg 1Ienl'.)7 
()' '011ner a11cl J ohn .t\.. Par• 

,~in. l\1arion 1oun )7 
,,

1as re1)re. entetl by , ' '"illia111 1\1. 

Htone, ,, ho late1· bec:ame ( 1 o·rernor of the State. J .. 'rom far 

off ..£\. udl1bon Count5· ca111e " . [. Ballard. J;""ra11ci ~ ,1)1·inger, 

"ho ,, a Pre iclent of the 10n. titutio11al on,,.ention a 3~ear 

later, came frou1 L ot1i:a Cot1Dt}r· Po,,.. hiek Cou11ty e11t 
it £oren10 t citizen, J. B. C-trinnell. 

Earl}T in th £ore11oon the clelegates b gan to J)ac1{ the 
IIall of R e1)re entati v·e . I t i ... to lJe regretted that 1nore 

com1)lete accou11t of the })roceeding do not exist. \T ery 

little exce1)t the official ree;ord , as ke1)t l)y the .. ecretaries 

and })U lJli heel iu ne,v JJaJ)er 0£ the time i di coveral)le. 'rhe 
ecretaries it seen1 g·n \·e out otliciu.l 1uinute to a £ev{ leading 

netv paJ)er of lle1)u 1 licu11 c.1octrine, and fro111 the e the 

account · ,vere ,,1 i<lely COJ iecl b~ the anti- la,·ery pre s. 1 

1 'fb e minutes ~f the Conveution 1nay be found in tlle follo,ving newspapers 
lfuscatine Journul, I1'cb iO, 18!;0, \ 7ol I (~e\v Series), 10. 83; 1'he Du1ly Gate 
CLty, JCeokuk, Feb. 2,, 18~G, , rol II, To. 30u, 1)nbuqne E1•1Jress nnd llerald, 
Feb. 2G, 1850; Dubuque Ilep11bl ican, J.'eb. 20, 185G, \ ,.ol. I , ~o 77, ar!d De,nooie 
Courier , Ottumwa, Itcb. 28, 1850, \,.ol VIII, No. 2. 
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everal editor ,rere pre ent at thi 1onvention a delegate 

but their editorial comm nt 011 the p1~oceeding a1·e few and 
unimportant. 1 

Philip \ 7iele of Lee ounty was elected £or t mporary 
chairn1an and J. F. Lane, of , cott oun ty and ..1. r. f. Hub

bard, of Linn ounty, were cho en a temporar}r ecretarie . 

A committee of ten repre enting the ten judicial di tricts of 
the tate ,,ra appointed to elect the permanent organiz1ttion. 

Thi committee recommend d that the tempor,1ry organiza
tion b made permanent, and J. B. tewart, of Polk County, 

and . C. ourse, of '\-ran Buren ounty, 1\Tere elected 

as additional ecretarie . Eight vice pre ident repre ent
ing various ection of the ea tern part of the tate com

pleted the li t of permanent officer . 2 committee on cre
dentials 0£ ten member repre enting the judicial di trict 
,vas al o appointed by the chair. 1\..fter a prayer by the 
Rev. lVIr. Fi h President '\Tiele namecl a committee 0£ thi1-t -
nine, repre enting a many counties, to prepare a platform. 8 

The committee on credentials next 1·eported the names of 
some four hundred delegate who v;rere entitled to seat 
in the Con ention and stated the ratio 0£ representation to 
which each county was to be entitled. It appear moreover . 
that there we1·e })resent not a few citizen who came in 

their per onal capacity and not a 1 accredited delegate , and 
who were given seats in the Convention. 

1 J. W. Norris, of the Desnioine Goutier, and Alfred anders, of The Gazette, 
Davenport, may be mentioned. 

8 Luke Palmer, D. S. Davis, Henry T emple, W . W. Wood , :a F Talbot, C. R 
J{elsey, J W. Cattel, aud E. II. ,villi ams were the vice presidents selected. 

• 

a Francis $pringer, of Louisa County, Hiram Price, of cott County, and Wil
liam M. Stone, of l\Iarioll County, ,vere a1nong tbe most influential members of 
this committee. 
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Enthu ia m and bu ine -like di patch market! the pro

ceeding . Th bu ine 0£ organizing and appointing th 

committee occu1)ied the morning e ion ,vhich ·\"ra ter

minated b an adjournment to 1 :30 ·\"vhen the com1nitt e on 

platfo1m " ya to report. But on the re-a embli11g of the 

onvention the com1nittee ,va not }yet read)7 to l'eJ)Ort and 

o the interim TI"a filled l)y peeche · from variou. me1uber 

upon the vital i ue which hacl cau eu the Conventio11 to 

a emble. 1 .l\. large proportion 0£ the men had l)ut latel 

left the rank of the Democrac,y and a fe,,- had be n re i-
dents of the lave ~'tate:. amuel J. l{irk,,·ood, the miller 
from ,oral \~ille ( near Io111a ity ), ,,·a indt1ced by hi former 

Ohio a ociates to gi,-re ,vhat proved to lJe one of the n10 t 
tirring }Jeeches of the (Jonv ntion. 

l\fean,vhile animatecl di cu · ions and dee1) deliberation 

were being held in the es ion of the committee on resolu

tion . No le than t,venty J)latf or111 of almo t every 

variety " 1 ere pre en t.ecl by it variou n1em bers. rfhe l)lat

£orm of the Dubt1c1ue delegation ,va ' fi11all)'" agreed u1)on a 

be t, and was ado_pted b}r the om1uittee ection by ection 

until the ninth ection ,,ra reached. 2 The com mitt e ,vas 

now forced to decide " ~hether the J)latforru hot1ld be com

posed of a ~ingle plank devotecl to the <l u stion of la very 

exten ion or whether it ·hould be allowecl to contaiu other 

feature . 3 The Germa11-American delegates frou1 eastern 

Iowa de il'ed a ]Jlank ,vhich hould express an endorsement 

0£ the naturalization la,,,s then in fore . They urged thi 

plank, moreover, a a counter check to the extreme natural-

1 lfuscatlne Journal, Feb. 2H, 185G, Vol. I (New er1es) , No. 33. 
2 Ottumwa De1noine Courier, F eb 28, 1856, Vol. VIII, .i.: o. 2 
8 Dubuque Republican, F eb. 20, 1830, Vol. I, ro. 77. 

-
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ization cloctrine a held b ome member who had but 
• 

lately been identified ,,ith the merican par·ty. Governor 

Grime ... , who ,,·a in Io"Ta ,ity at tbi time but not a mem

lJer of the on \·e11tion, fa, .. orecl the in e1iion of uch a clau e, 1 

but the I{no,v-X othing"' " .. igorou ly opJ)O ed it. The temper

ance men al o mad a determined ffort to ecure an endorse-

1neut of the lic1uor la,\T in force at that time. "It wa urged 

by the OJ)ponent of thi effort that thi laTIT had nothing to 

do with ..,. ational politic and that the prohibitory law 1va 

already a clead letter and ""a , ]ik 1 to become e\""en wo1'se. 

It ,,,.a ft1rther tated that the incorporation of either one of 

the e I lank "Toltlcl open the wa to the adoption of other 

clau e which wot1ld lead to endle di cord and di en ion. 

To secure the mo t harmoniou platform upon which all 

coulcl tand, the majority of the committee finally voted to 

re trict the J)latfor1n to the i ue 0£ slavery exten ion and 

to report it thus to the on,Tention.2 

The on\· 11tion had beeen anxiou ly and impatiently 
wajting for the re1)ort, but it was not until :fi,~e o'clock that 

the committee aJ)peared and l)re ented it to the onvention. 

IIiram Price, of 'cott ount3,, at once pre ented n minority 

report, which contained the additional plank endor ing the 

prohibitory law, and attempted to secure it adoption by the 

Convention. The delegate , however, were tired from the 

long afternoo11 es ion, antl we1·e feeling the gna"Tings 0£ 
hunger ,vhich no J)Olitical document could ati fy. .1\.ccord

ingly, 1''ithol1t n.n fu1ther he itation the Convention ad

journed £or UJ)per to 1neet again in the evening. 3 

1 I.,etter of James "\V. Grimes to almon P. Chase, printed in Salter's Life of 
James rV. Grimes, p. 79. 

• Dubuque Republican, Feb. 20, 1850, Vol. I, i' .. o. 77. 

a Ottumwa Den1oine Courier, Feb 28, 1866, \ rol. III, To. 2 . 

• 

• 



On 1·e-a . en1 bling a 1notion ,,·c1 again 111ade to aclo J)t, 1r. 
Price' minori t}r re1)ort. n thi. n1otion the JJre,1iou <1 tie -

tion wa called and the \ ote wa order cl to be takeu by 

countie . The report ,vent do,,r11 tt) o,rerYvhel1uiug defeat, 

every count}· exce1)t ~"cott \Toting agair1 ·t it. 1 The n1ajorit)'" 

report wa then aclo1)ted. X un1erou atte1111)t, ,, er~ macle 

to foi t U})On the })lat£01·m additional JJlank" 011 ,-ario11 ul)-

. ject . The e 11roce ding occu1>ied nearlJ tTI·o hour ancl 
called forth ome of the 1110 t animateci a11d eloc1 uent 

speeche 0£ the Convention. IIo1'-e\·er, the efi'ort to incor
})Orate other })lank ,·vere all in , .. ain. The :)arue t ancl ruo t 

influential men of the 1onv .. ention ,, ere too dee1Jl)7 i111bued 
,v·ith the idea ,,,hich had gi~len birth to the J)alt},. and ,,·hich 

had cau ed the 
1
onvention to a . emble to be turned a ide 

from their purpo e. 1i.t a late hour the minorit}'" from ~ 'cott 
1

ounty came £or.1arcl, and, amid 1)rolongecl cheering aud 

apJ)lau e, made the ado1Jtion of the platform 11na11iruou . 

Thi. doc11ment, containing a little 1nore tha11 tl1ree hun
drecl word , is devoted entirely to the c1ue tion of the exten

ion of lavery. There was no endor en1ent of au1- "tate 

administration, and local antl .. tate i sue ,vere e11tirely 

ignored. Expre sing the cry ·tallized prodt1ct of the Ji ·cu -

'ions of the 
1
ou~?ention and proclai1ning the ha. ic }Jri11ciple 

of the new JJarty, the doc111nent in ft1ll read :-

nited in common resolve to maintain l{ighL against ,,rrong, an(l 

believing in the determination of a virtuous and intclligeut pco1)le to 
sustain justice, we declare-

!. That ovcrnments are instituted an1ong 1ncn to secure the 

inalienable rights of I.Jif e, Liberty, ancl the Pursuit of l·Iap1Jiness. 

1 
Ottum,va Demoine CouriGr, :Feb. 28, 1856, "'\'ol. VIII, No 2 
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2. That th.e mi ion of the Re1>ublican pnrty is to maintain the 

I. .. ibertie of tl1e })eople, the 'o ereignty of the tate and the Per-

1>etuity of the U 11io11. 
3. That ·nnder tl1e on titution, and by rigl1t Freedom alone i 

.r T ational. 

4. That the Federal overume11t being one of limited power" de-

ri vecl ,vholly from tl1e ( 10n titution, it agent h ould con. true tho e 

})Ower~ trictl~r, and never xercise a doubtful authority,-alway 

inexpedie11t and dangerou . 

5. Tl1at if thi, 1>lain J eff er"onian aud early policy were carried 

Ol1t, tl1e Fe<leral Government would relieve it elf of all re pon ibility 

for the existence of la very, which Republicani m in i t that it 

should, a11d mea11 it . hall do; and that regarding lavery in the 

tate, a a local in titution, beyoncl our reach and above our author

ity, but recognizing it a. of vital concern to every citizen in its rela

tion to the ation, we will oppose it pread, and demand that all 

... ational Territory shctll be .free. 

6. 1,hat the re1)eal of the Mi ouri 1omprou1i e, and tl1e refusal 

of the lave Power to abide by the 1)rinci1ile on which that repeal 

was prof es edly ba ed, malce the :rational Domain the battle ground 

between Freedom and lavery, and while Republican tand on a 

national ba i , and will ever manife t and maintain a national spirit, 

they will shrink from no conflict ancl shirk no r e ponsibility on thi 
• 
1s ue. 

7. That the lave P ower, tl1e pre ent national Administration 

and its aclheTents having violated this policy, and the principles 011 

which it i based, by a cl is regard of law and it own profession, by 

an invasion of the tate and 1>ersonal rights, o.nd by breaki11g olen111 

covenn-11ts, bas forced upon the country the Issue, whether Freedom 

shall be limited to the Free tate , and 1nade that isst1e ab orbing and 

paramount. • 

In addition to the above seven planks the following three 

resolutions were unanimously adopted: 
R esolved, That the firm, consi tent and patriotic course pursued 

• 



• 

by the R cpubliean member of the pre ent Congres , <luring the 

ardttou and vrotractc,1 struggle for the . peakcr ·l1i1), meets witl1 our 

cordial appro1-·al: and tl1at we recogn ize in IIon . P Banks, a 

tatesman of matured al>ilit1es, a l{e1)ublican of reliable character , 

and we hail hi · election a , a pron<l tnumph of tho. e great principles 

of human liberty, ,, hich hacl their origin in the fou nclat,ion of the 
.American Governmc11t. 

R eso[,..,crl, Tl1at we clce1)ly ~ympaLJ11ze w1t.l1 the Fre(\ tate men of 

Kan a in their trugo-les against B orcler Ruffi a111. n1, and that \Vhilc 

we tender them our hearty .;,ymJ)athy, we will , tl taiu them with the 
rcqui ~ite material ai<l. 

R esoll'ed, T hat we recommend the speedy admi · ~ion of t l1eir dele

gate to a scat in 
1
ougre , ancl of thei r tate wl1e11 fo rmed into tl1e 

nion.1 

The enthu ia. m and large attendance J)re ent at the 1neet
ing di pelled all doubt a to the propriety of nominating a 
ticket at thi onYention. Accordingly, after the adoption 

of the platform, a committee con i ting of one delegate from 
each county repre ented was appointed to elect nominees 
for ._ 'tate offices and for Presidential Elector an<l to choo e 
delegates to attend the Tational Republican onYention to 

be held at Philadelphia on June 1 '7, 1 5 6. The following 
nominees for, tate office were reported: For Secretary of 
'tate, Elijah 'ell , of Muscatine ounty; for Auditor, J ohn 

Patten, or Bren1er County; for Treasurer M. L. J.\tior 

ri of P olk ounty· for Attorney-General, . A. Rice, 
0£ 11aha ka Cot1nty. li or Pre idential Electors, Reuben 

1 

oble, of layton 1ounty, H enry O Conner, of ltiu c;atine 
County, D . F. l\Iiller, of Lee ounty, and "\ViJliam M. 

1 

The text of this platform and of these resolutiorjs is found in the following 
newspapers : Ottum\va lJernoine Courier, Feb. 28, 1856, \ ToJ VIII, No. 2, The 
Daily Gate 0-ity, I(eokuk, ]~eb. 27, 1850, Vol. II, No 306, :!fuscatine Journal , 
Feb. 20, 1856 ( Tew Series), Vol. I , No. 33 . 

• 
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Stone of farion ounty. Franci pringer of Loui a 

County "'a cho en to head the committee of eight dele

gate to the Jational onvention · eight alternate delegate 

,,Tere al o aJ)pointed. The on,Tention l1nanimou ly ado1)ted 

the r J)Ort of the committee, ,oting on each name separately. 

On the 1·e ignation of amuel A. Rice as the nominee for· 

AttorneJr-General IIenry O'('1onner wa nominated to fill the 

place. 
A committee of nine, w hlch included such men as J. B. 

Grinnell , illiam 1. 'I tone, John 1.\. Parvin, and amuel 

J. Kirk\vood, was ap1)ointed to prepare an ad<l.re to the 

people of Iowa. 1 The f llowing gentlemen were appointed 
a tate entral ommittee: A. J. teven , of Polk Count}T 

J. P. Grantham, of Hem·y County, W. E. 1'Iiller, 0£ J oh11-

son County, John as ada , of Powe hiek ounty and ~-
1\'.1. Ballard of Audubon ounty. A central committee for 

each of the two congre sional di tricts wa also named. 

After giving nine hearty cheer for the ucce of the Re

publican cau e the C nvention adjourned sirie die. 
Practically the only di cordant feature re ulting from the 

action of the Convention was due to the refu al of the re

<1 t1e t of the Germ!1n-Americau delegates that the Convention 

adopt a plank endol' ing the natl1ralization law then in 

force. rrhe silence of the platform upon thi point offended 
a considerable number of the German citizens of the river 

co11nties. A leading Democratic journal declared that John 

Bittman, a German- merican delegate from cott County, 
had not been allowed to speak in the on,Tention, and that 

1 '!he writer in searcl1ing the newspapers of this period has been unable to dis
cover any trace of thi s address or any fur ther information concerning it. It is 
possible t.hat the commit t.ee never prepared it. 

• 
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the German .. hnd left in di, gu t. 1 Four <la after the Con

,~ention the a ociated er1nan-1\n1erican 11·e. of Io,va i ued 

a tatement jgn <l by Th. Tuelich, of IJe, .I.Jcn1o<·rat, at 

Da~enpo1i, L. iader of Die Ja111·eie Pre8. e at Burli11gton, 

and J. Bittman of Die ,. tct(tt,•-Zeittt11g, at Dubuqu . ' ,,re 
are not ati fled ' rnn thi prote t, ' ,vith the J)O ition ,vl1ich 

the Republic.:1.n Part}r of Io~va ha a um d, b cau c ,,,e co11-
ider it their dutJ·· to take i ue not on1)7 on the 11danger cl 

right and intere t of certain ection of the l T11ion but al o 

on tho e of certain part of it po1)ulation. '' They declared 

them elves unable to e11dor e the car1didate n m.inatecl by 
the on, ention ancl re olv·ed to maintain an independe11t 

cour e until the i1n1)u1~e le111e11t be d1·i\~en from the Repub

lican pa1t}" b.,- wh 111 it ,,1as till inf ted. 2 The impure 
element , of cour e, referred to the l{now-N othing . 

'fhe £ollorring letter ha, a11 intere ti11g bea1~ing l1pon th 

})Olitical hi tor)T of thi · period, and i high l)rai e from a 

high source to the Repul)licanis1n of Io,va: 

IIENRY 0' ,ONNER, Eso., 

1u catir1e, Iowa. 

PR1 .. :· GFIELn, ept. l ·i, 1856. 

DEAR IR: Yours, inviting m<3 to attend a mass meeting on the 

23rd inst is r ceived. It would be very J)lcasant to shake hands 

with the Fremouters of Iowa, who have led the van so splendidly in 

this grand charge which we hope and believe will er1cl in a most 

gloriot1s victory- All tba11k , all honor to Iowa!! But, Iowa iR out, of 

all danger, and it is no time for tl , wl1en the battle sLill rages, to pay 

holy-day vi its to Iowa- I am sure you will excuse 1ne for remaining 

in Illinois, , here much harcl work is sLill to be done- 3 

Yours very truly A. Lr COLN. 
1 Dubuque Express and llerald , Feb. 26, 1856 
2 

Afuscatine Journal, ?\!arch 17, 1850, Vol. I ( ew Series) , o 216 

a Reprinted from the Jan., 1003, number of the Pennsylvania ltfagazine in the 
Iowa Journal of History and Politics, Oct. 1003, p. 551. 
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Pa1i:y amalgamation al ,vay J)rovoke.. denunciation and 

0harge of in incerit3· and bad faith. The trength and the 

popular aggre ive charact r of the new orga11ization cre~1ted 

not a little apprehen ion among Democratic ranks, from 
,vhich the Re1)ublican cau e had obtained many 1·ecruit . 

'' A bolitioni m, ' ' 'Native- me11cani m1 ' ' Know - T othing

Abolitioni m, ' and Black-Republicani m were some 0£ 
the epithet b)T which the new party wa chri tened by the 

Democratic pre . '' ynonymou with Republicani m is 
Abolitioni m,' declared a Democratic editor. ' They pur ue 

the same channel-they tend to like re ults ; and when the 
1 tate Convention at I owa ity met upon the 22nd day 0£ 

February la t, it met merely to merge a political organiza

tion ",.hich wa found inadequate to the end de iTed in 

a12otlle1· organization which wa suppo ed might allure the 
,Tery cla whom it beto1·e JJJ'O, cr·ibed, and open a door of 

refuge to the vagabonds 0£ all partie e pecially the Free
soil Party, who knew not 1',.here to re t the ole 0£ their 

weary feet; and this new organization, cou1ting the favor of 
foreign-born and J)andering to the prejudice 0£ the old 
Abolition faction, renounced it original name while it 1~e

tai12ell in a great measure its identical character." 1 

\Vith more calmne and le s parti an rancor the editor 0£ 
the Pella Gazette wrote: '' ow we consider the name 0£ R e
publicari for the new fusion party not according to the truth, 
a11d we think the cognomen Black i a good and unoffending 

addition. I s not the chief suppo1ii of that pa1iy black1 I 
not its prominent feature sympathy with the black race, and 
a philanthropic desi1~e to place that race on an equal footing 

1 1owa City Dailv Evening Reporter, July 21, 1856, Vol. I, No. 120. 
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with the ,vhite ? The e RepulJlican a.r ,,Tilling to let the 

lT nion licle, rath r than to let the n groe to be u. ·e<l a 

bondmen iu Ir an a. or one mor f ugiti \·e la ,·e to be ent 
back., 1 

Ele~en da after th n1eeting of the Re1)11blican ._ 'tate 1on

\·ention fort)--fi:re delegate the hatterecl remnant of the 

merican party, met at Iowa ity ancl accepted th Repu b
lican nominee for .__ 'tate oflice .. , nominated pre idential 

elector , and indor ed Jl illmorP and Doualcl on for Pr id nt 

and , .... ice Pre id nt. The I epulJlican platform ,,·a bitterly 

denot1nced lJecat1 e it did 11ot fa\ or an exten ion of the time 

required for naturalization. 2 Ilenry ,\r. 1 tarr, a J)romin nt 

,\rhig of Burlington ancl for man)r year the law J)a1tner of 

Jam °".,.· Grirne ', 3 cle1)lored the lack 0£ men and 11 w -

paper that maintainecl the trt1e old , \ rhig l)rinciple . 

''The Re1)ulJ1ican JJait}' ( only a cognome11 £or the ..r. bolition 

party)'', he wrote, ' ha\1 e accom1 li hed 11othing butt block 

the wheel of govern1ne11t for n arly t,vo month and to 

mbroil the feeling of the 11eo1)le upon c1ue tion l)urely 

ab tract, and having no bearing u1)on the mate1·ial interest 

of the ., tate. 'fhey ha,,.e made, and are now 1naking, thi 

Republic the coff of en\Tious de l)otism . ' 4 

A tudy of the l)el'"Onnel of the delegates of the on,· n

tion 0£ February 22, 1 56 lead one to the conclu ion that 

it vvas a movement of the common people rather than a11 

1 Pr1nted in Burlington Daily Ilawk-Eye and Teleg,·aph, April n, 185G, :ro 
242. 

i Dubuque Republican, J\farch 10, 18uG, Vol. I, No. 88. 

a Iowa Journal of llistory and Politics, January 1900, Vol IV, No. 1, p . 170. 

• Printed iu the Burlington Daily IIawk-Eye and Ti legraph, 11arch 14, 1866 
No. 220 
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assemblage of political leader . It ~·a an event evolved 
from and in pired by a ound political principle rather than 

by a parti an polic)"· The on,ention ' declared the 
Fairfield Le(lqe,·, ''" a, pronounced by per on who have 
been pre ent at every political conv ntion held at that place, 
to ha\-e been the large t '1onvention e,e1' convened in that 
city. The on,,.ention was held in Repre entative Hall 
which wa crowded to overfl.o\·ring. \\r arm hearted enthusi
a tic men were there from all })art 0£ the tate and fr--om all 
trades and pro£es ion . rrhey were hone t -looking intelli
gent men whose every action told that they had the good 
of their country at heart and that they were guided in their 

movement by a con cientious conviction of right. '' 1 o 
1·ecord of an accredited attendance of any of the tate 
officers is found; and, although the legi lature was trongly 
anti-slavery the record di clo e the attendance or but £our 

enators n.nd eight Representativ·e . It ,vas a meeting of 
merchant , farmers, profes ional men and pioneers many 
of whom at thi })Oint began their political careeTs. 2 

On February 22, 1906, the Re1)t1blican party of Io"'·a 
completed a half century of organized exi tence. Born in a 
great natio11al cri jg it wa baptized in the principle of free
dom and organized to do battle ,,.,ith the thoroughly disci
plined forces of lavery. From the ,"\7b.ig it inherited its 

1 Printed in the Dubuque Rtpi,blican, ~!arch 5, 1856, Vol. I, :ro. 84-. 

ii "The Convention was very large. Every section of this Stale was well and 
ably represented. 'lever has there been in Iowa a Convention which could cou1-
pare with this in intelligence, respectability ancl honesty. There were without 
doubt some ignorant, disreputable and dishonest men in the Convention, but they 
were in such a hopeless minority, that they were incapable of impressing upon 
the Convention the least mark of their own characteristics. ''-Dubuque Republi
can, Feb. 26, 185G, Vol. I, No. 77. 

• 



J)oliC)T of broad con tr11ction a11d its liberal ,·i \,r on 

econon1ic and con titutional cloctrine ; the I◄ r e )..-, oiler ga \-e 

to it it progra1n of :no more .... la\·e 1..
1 tate ancl 110 111ore 

la"t;·e T rritorie ''; the De1nocrat be<111eathecl to it it 1101>t1-

lar methocl · and it aggre i \,.e character i a legacy.,. of the 
A bolitioni t. . In it life t)f fiftJ1 ) ear it ha , ,vith one 

exce1)tion £urni heel an unlJroken li11 of Go\·ernor · it. 

leader ha~e contril)11ted. l)Ol~Ter and 11re tjge to the general 

goy·ern1nent· it ha given I o,, a a noble lvar recorcl and a 

great ~-ar Go,Ternor. rrhe hi c'<tory of the Re1)u lJlic;au })arty 

0£ Io~ a for the l)a t fifty )~et1r ha been the })Olitical hi -
tory of the on1mon" ealth. 

Lot'Ib PEI.,ZER 

I. ACCiiEI)l 'fI~D DELEGATES TO TIIE CO \·Er TION OF 1856 

Following are the 11ames of accredited delegate from Lhe various 

countie~ a. re1,orted by the committee 011 credential". In p1·e1>aring 

this li t of 11ames . everal 1lcws1)a1>er" were consulted ancl com1Ja1ed. 

The li t, i incomr)lete, be<.:all ·e not, a few delegates arrived 'Ubse

quent to tlte re1>ort of the committee. Tl1e fact that the name ' are 

almo t never given ir1 full in the new. paper re1)orts, but arc re1Jrc

re,e11te<l in 1>art, by initial letters, JJre euts difficulties i11 tl1e 1(lentifi

catio11 of some of the delegates. 

Joli11so11 Count!}: i..~. Workman, , \ J. Kirlcwoo<l, Brya11 Dennis, 

N. Fellows, J. Parrot, S. II. 1cC'rory, Frn.nc·is Bar11es, G. D. \Voocl

kin, Jt. 1

• Finkbine, Dr. II. l\Iurray, II. D. Downey, E. I{. Rugg, 

J. 1. ulbert on, II. ~ 1
• IJathro1), W. E. l\Iiller, J. "\V. 1r11ller, J. 

1.,V. IIoward, F. I I . Lee, . J. Ile s, Lyman Allen, John Porter, A. 

D. I>ackar<l, "\V. D. Ford, P. 101111elly, "\V. , 'purricr, Eel. 1ouuelly, 

• 
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Ed. hircli:ff, ,J. :r. eydel, R. lark:, J. perry, J. T. orni h, W. 

,v. W ood , R. Luca , . Wind rem J. Trimble, I. N. Gerome, . 

Fo ter, T. \\r. Wil on, E. ,lark A . 1\10011, E. E. D efore t, J. I. 
Burge, R. 1\1. Hutchin "On, E. . Lyon, C. 11. B erryl1ill, E. Morris, 

rl,. llugb e , P. Turner, \V. II. llen<ler on, D. P. Greeley, D. i i .. Mil

l111gton, J . R . llart ock, I-I. \V. Fyffe, J. }.I. arleton. 

i cott C'o1111.ty: ". Le. lie, J. . Davi , J . II. Martin, E. Tichenor, 

II. Price, T. J . L ane Dr. l\lcK eehan, J. F orman, J. Collin , J. D. 

Patton, A. anclers, R . L owery, .J. JI. Dun1011t -- Olm tead, J. 
R. Jack on, W. ro on, I.J. . enter, ll. J. Hughe , . addorris, 

J. Quinn, W. D. Quinn, B. F. Gue, Dr. awyer, II. G. J..,. eal, 

J. Brownville, D. Harclie, A. Brownville. 

Dubuque Counfty: G. Hill, J. Bittman, ,v. mith, D. N. L ee, 

\Vt1llwebber, R. L. Thomas, W. W. Hamilton, L. A. Thomas, W. 

Vandever, . awyer, G. 1
• Mathews, W. R ebman, W. J oho on, 

J . A. ha1>line, . . Flint. 

lVctsl1ington County: J. . Y oung, ~. P. Young, A . H Patter

son, J. R. Le,vi , J. Daw on, J. D. licUullough, .i: ..... Littler, C. F o -

ter, R. Dewey, . Mc lure, "T. P. ooper. 

J on,es Oo11,1ity: B. P eet, H. . I irkham. 

All(t1nali·ee Gou,,ity: S. . !latch. 

W innesl,,:ek County : J. P. McKinney. 

Clayton, Co,cnty: J u<lge William . 

D ela2care Cou1ity: . T. P eet, J. Wright, D . 
H . rawford. 

rawford, W. 

B uclianan, Courity: D. S. Davis, E. 

\V. H. Curtis. 

. Bidwell, Wm. L ogan. 
B lacl~ Ha u1k County: 

B re1ner CourLty: T. Downing. 

Butler Courtly: J. l\Iorton. 

Cerro Gorrlo County: A. B. 1filler. 

M oriroe Ooun,ty : . Y. K elsey, A. A. Ramsey , D. B. Dixon. 

Maclison Cozt1ity: J. T. Tubby. 

Clark Ooil1ity: J. Orr . 

W arren. Goun,ty : H. W. Maxwell. 
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L-lpJJ(t11 nose C'ounty: ''T uayre • • 

M uscatine (!ou11ty II · 1onncr, J. l3utle r, . Tuft-.., .. 

t one, J. A Parvin, -- Logan, -

J. C. ~Iills, . P orter, If. :\I. Cu111mins 
ar ·kaddeu, ,T II. Pig rnan 

E. II n ted, ,,.,. ,,r ,,.,. ater~, 

II. Q. J en11ison, .._· If o"' ter, J . S Barch tel, . Gregg, ,J ~ cid)..,, J. 
P. Freeman, I:i'. 1' l1ursto11, "T. rraber, E. J ones. J. T. Ilorton, J. 
Mahan . \V. te~'art, J. Ilcrslie, I1.,. ~" and le . 

.Des .Jioi,,e· County. 11. II. \\rarren, A. ,,1 e. t I.1. l~almer, '\ . 

D. ilbert, R 11. l.;,1sl1, J . Putnam ,J. ' cbnll, 1'. l{u ·tcnmaker , r.J. 
l acler, W. L emon. 

,f r;ff'cr.-;011 ('f;1tnty. E. 1. IIam1Jton, A . ll. Fulton, J. ~ ' pilrnan, i: • 

R . Imel, ,T. \\T ood, \\''". ( 'lark, P. Patton, l{. Ga111e, J. 11. '''i l:on. 

lfc11Jelln ( 1ouuty J. ,,..,_ <.1alclwcll, ( 1 F. Blake, J. W. J...., orris, 

. II. Leggett . 

.1lla!ta .c;/.i♦r1 ('uu,1ty: L' 1\.. Rice, II . T ~1n1Jle. 

L C:e ('oanty: J. D. IIoag, J>]1il11) , .,. iele, \V. Le .. lie, 'f. 'l1erry, 

.J C..1ourt,rright, I. Ji,iel(l , J . hedcl, E. rrur11er, J. B . IIowell, l I. 
Taylor , J. Leavitt . .. 

Ce,lar C'ounty . E. T odd, :01. 1orri , E . ,vright, E. T. 1oody, 

T. James, ,,..... 11icer, J . Bagley, '. Dou 1, Ii. Bt1tterficlcl, ir. 
\

7 arney . 
• 

.J.ffarion County: "'\\7 • 11. ' tone, J. 1. Bagley. 

Jack son, Couflf!J : R. Livermore, J . \ . J c11kins, J . lark, J. ('. 

D egru. h, J . P. Ecl<lic, P. l oriarty, \V. ThomaR~ tT. Palrner, II. 
Todd, E. A. W ood, J. J. ,.I'omlin on, Z. l .;;bel, V. IIar1ingL011, W. 

~r. \"\r j-nl1ook, J. B. Booth, R. R. R obert , J. \Vil 'OD, ,,r. l\'Iorde11, 

L. I rwin, J. , ,ratson. 

Linn 0ounty: II. G. Ang le, R. IIolmes, . ~f . I {ubbard, vV. 
or bee, J. L. E110s, \V. B . "\Vatrous, E. \V. Bates, W. ,v. mith, 

T. J . M cKain , ,v. J. Patteri;ou, . D . Carpenter. 

B eriton ( 'aunty: J. 1
• 1,raer, J oh11 ._ l1auc, \V. E. .i\lans.field, 

F letcher Drummoncl . 

JJl arsllall Coun ty: 1\ . L. Dunn , \ V. G. mith. 

It,. '""1Jringer, J. G. IIall, J . Bronson. 



IIenr11 r1ounty: W. Bird, ~ . l\lcFarlan<l, "'\\r. ,,r. Fluke I. B. 

haw, R. Allen, \V. P. Brazleton, A. R. W1c-ker ~ham, J. P. Gran
tham, A. aunder . . 

Yc1n Bzrrt n County: .t-\... I-I. l\lc('1rary, . C. N" our e, 1\,.. Craig 

G. . Duffield, F. l cDonalcl, ,J. Houghton, W. Frenc}1, F. IIan
coclc, J. D. ~ anforcl . 

.Dall<tS C'o11nt11: J. \V. hermau. 

Iv,rdin County: J. F. Brown, 'f. B. Knap1>, G. J. Gilbert, B. 
J. Talbott. 

II. OM:\II'l'TEE:-. OF TIIlt--; COi: , ... E.NTfON OF 1850 

C'o,n,nittee to .L\'01,i inate P ermanent Oifire1·s: F. II. Warren, Dr. 

Biclrrell, A. R. Fulton, R. IIolme. , Il. J. kiff, -- --, -

~-, R. Lowrey Dr. A. Ram ey, A. B. Miller. 

Co11lmittee on, Orede1lti(lls: A. aunder , \V. W. Hamilton, H. 

Tem1)le, Dr. J. . Traer, J. W. "herman, -- --, -- --, J . 
. Davies, Wm. ayer .. , J. P. :IcKinney. 

Cornnlittee 01i Pl(ltfor,n : (1. 0. Flint of Dubuque ounty, II. D. 

Downey of John on County Wm. ayer of Ap1)anoo e ounty, II. 

G. Angle of Linn ounty, amuel McFarlancl of Henry County, 

Thoma Downing of Bremer ouuty, ·v\rm. Log·an of Buchanan 

County, D. B. Dix.on of Monroe ounty, F. }Jringer of Loui a 

County, S. A. Rice of Maha ka ounty, A. H. Mc rary of Van 

Buren County, Zalmon Livermore of Jack on ('1onnty J. M. Thrift 

of Boone County, Dr. A. L. Dun11 of J.\,larshall ounty, II. Price of 

Scott County, . P. Young of Washing-ton ounty, F. II. ,~larrenof 

Des l\Ioines our1ty, J. W. '1attell of C1edar Uount.y, J. B. llowell of 

Lee County, R. M. Kellogg of Powe hiek County, II. W. l\laxwell 

of ,v arren Couuty, . II, J ... eggett of ,v apello ounty, J ol1n II. 

lvlorton of Butler County, W. M. tone of J.\,la.rion County, 1\7 • M. 
Clark of J effe,rson County, Jame Wright of Delaware ounty, J. T. 

Tubby of Polk ounty, II. \Valker of Jasper County, L. 0. I-latch 

of Al1amakee Oou11ty, J. Butler of Iuscatine County, John haue 

of Benton County, W. II. Ourti of Black Ilawk Oonuty, J . P. Mc

Kinney of Winneshiek County, J. F. Brow11 of llardin County, 

• 



Judge ,v 1lliam of la vton 1ouutv·. J. ,,r. 
• • l1e rn1a11 of Dallag 

('ounty, and A. B Miller of t 1crro ({ordo 

C'o,n 1n it lee to P rf'J>rt,·,, Jt r:lclr(Jss to l'eoy>la o_t .. h Jlr(t.: ,J 13. rinnell 
of I->owe hick ount)\ II. ,v. I .. athro1> of .J obn. on 

(
1 o unt ·y, Alvin 

• 
antlers of • colt 1on11t,, 

., ' . T. I~. !Io\\" II of Lee "onntv, ,v. l\1. 
• 

"- tone of i\f ario11 1ou nty . 
• H. Price o f cott 1011ntr, J .t-\. J>arv1n 

• 

of Mu cat1ne ounty, I-' . .1\.. . Thomas of Dul>uqn <.> ( 1ouuty·, ancl . J . 

T/, r- , !<rte (Ye,1trc,l r't;1n,nitteo: A. ,J. ,(evens of Polk 1ounty, .J . 
• 

P. rantham of H cury 'ounty, \V E l1lle r of J ohusou ( 1ounty, 

J ohn a ·sa<ly of J>owe. h1ek, and ' . 1\1 Ballarcl of .r~uclubon 1ounty 

(
1
<'11trul { 'onl11i1ttee .for tl,e 1..'?eron<l C'o11[Jrcssion<1l J)1:-;t,·irt: llira1n 

Priee of Davenport, ::\1. I obley of Dubuque, D. ( 1a rpent er of 

Linn, l I-'aLce of Burlington, J ol1n A. Parvi11 of l\I nRcat1nc. 

C'entr£tl (Yornm,tt< e .for the First 0on11re.~s1vnc1l D istrict: \V m 

l.ieslie of L ee C1ot1nty, J. R. T eedham of ~1al1a ka 1ounty, 1a1nt1el 

ifcFarland of fl e11ry ( 1ounty, I-'owder1 ~filler of Pot,tawa.ttamie 

'ounty, J '\V. herman of Dallas '1ounty. 

I'\' . l'R E">IDENTI\I.. ETJEC'I't1R8 

R euben .l o1)]e of (
1
IayL011, II. 0' .,onner of l\!uscatine, Daniel F. 

~Iiller of L ee, '\Vill iam ::t\1. l 'tone of ~Iarion. 

, ~. DELEG.i\ 'rE~' 110 TIIE .\ '£ION r .. CONVENTIO~ 

Franc i · ' 11ringer of Lot1i ~a ounty, • D. Car1>e11ter of I-'inu 

ounty, F. II. \Varre11 of D es l\iloine County, II. A. \V1ltzc of 

Dubuque (.
1ouuty, J o~. '\\ .... ( 1aldwell of \Vapello ( 1ounty, J . II. B. 

Armstrong of 1\.ppnnoose ( 1ounty·, J. B. Jiowcll o1 Lee o ur1ty, L. 
~Iayne of \ r a11 Burc11 1uunty. 

L1lteruate D t>lcr1ates: amuel Rlt ·sell of ,v a bingto11 1ounty, 

J acob B n Lier of ~In. catine 1ouuty, 'I'J10s. Drurn1noucl of (.'1erro 

Gordo 
1
ounty, J. \V. J en k111s of J acl{son (..1o unty , II. 1 l1er1na11 of 

J>oJk ( 'ounty, '\V. P. l3razlcton of llenry ( 1ountJ~, Daniel .A11<lerson 

of Monroe Uounty, A. ~1. Ca&iclay of 11aha. ka C1ounty. 


