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In th pr c ding article f thi er1 th arli t immi

gration to Iowa from the three can<l.inavian ountri ha 

b en di cu <l.. In that urvey th T orw gian immigration 

ha be n trac d t th year 1 5 the wedi h to 1 55 and 

the Dani h to 1 6 7. The year ma be taken a dividing 

th p rio l of th arly beginning of th immigration of th 
three 'candinavian nationalitie into Iowa from the period 

lf the later and mo t xt n iv immigration, which continu 

dom1 t ab ut th year 1 5. We hav located th earlie ·t 

ettl m nt £ Norwegian at ugar ounty, 

I wa in 1 40 that of the wed m w 'wed n, Jeff r on 
ounty Iowa in 1 45 and the :fir t actual c lon of Dan 

in 'ouncil Bluff , Pottawattamie ounty Iowa in 1 50 ancl 
the y ar following. 1 It thu appear that th earli t can
dinavian ettler locat d in outh rn Iowa the part f the 
'tat which both b foreign and internal immigration had 

r ceiY cl the large t har of the incoming population. 
From th<:1 for g ing di cu ion it will ha\ e be n notic d 

al. o that th comin<Y of the thr nationalitie int I wa i 
in a.ch ca e a di tinct v nt in th immigration hi tory of 
the ~ 'ta.te. Th ettl m nt £ th ._e three nationaliti b ar 
no r lation to on anoth r; and only in av ry limit d ext nt 
do w filHl any mixtnr of nationality. Thu , in layton 

1 A nani. h family had, however, located in ~ru catine as early as 1 3i.- ee 
above p. 233. 
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llamakee, ,Yinne hiek, Fa tte, L e, l\Iitchell, and tory 
counti the ..1...,. orweo-ian had by 1 56 form d ettlement 

aggr gating 2 7 3:., per on . In the countie there wer in 

that y ar onl 21 Dan and 137 n' d ; an<l. a majority of 

the latter r id d in a wedi h ettlem nt in Allamakee 

'ounty. 1 The wede have a t tal population of 731 2 in 

th connti of Boon De J\Ioin , J e:ffer on , ap llo and 

'\\ b ter- while in the e counti th total .,. orw gian popu

lation i only 23 and the total Dani h population 39. The 
Dani h ttlem nt ar imilarl i olated from both th ..1..: or

wegian and the w di h. To ome light xt nt the fir t 

Dani. h immigrant ettled in orw gian c mmuniti . Th 
cau for thi ar larg ly lingui tic. 3 Th .,. orw gian had 

formed xt n i ,, and flouri hing colonie long b for the 

Dan arri ,·e<l; and ,Yhen the latt r cam it wa natural that 

th y hould join their own kin m n th orn· gian among 
w horn the language of literatur and th church wa o 

n arly lik th ir wn. 
,, hil h w ,- r the thr nationalitie lo ated fir t in the 

outhern part of th tat heir hi tory b long more par

ticularl to th n rthern and th we t-central counti . The 

~ rw 'gian organiz d th ir mo t xt n fre ettl m nt in 

th n rth rn and north- ntral ountie. wbil the Dane are 

rnor particularly a ciat d with the mor we tern countie 

of Sh 11 y Audubon and Po tawattam.ie. f the 

1 ec The Iowa Journul of llistoriJ and Politics for January, 1903, p. 614. 

~ i •ot inclu<l.ing Allamakee ounty where 4 wede re id d. 

a It hould be 8aid, however, that thi influ nee was largely indirect-through 
the church. Without elaboratino- the point in thi connection I merely wi h to 
. ay that from the -tandpoint of the living peech of the ~reat majority of the 
, candinavian immigrant of tho e day the ."orwegian all!! the wede · stood 
clo er together than the Xorweo-ian an<l. the Dane or the w <le an<l. the Dane . 
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three nationaliti it i the wede who ha contributed mo t 

to the de elopment of the outhern part of the tate; but, 

the too have located in con iderable number in the central 
and the northwe tern part -in Boon , "\Veb ter Buena 

Yi ta, Cherokee, Yo uth, and ,"\ oodbury countie . 

The geographical location of the three nationalitie in 

Iowa will, then be found to corre pond ery clo ly with 
their relative po ition in the country at large. The or
wegian locate farthe t north; and their xten ive , ettle

ment are very largel in the northern l ortion of the 
candinavian Torthwe t . 1 The Dane ham d veloped 

their mo t pro p rou communitie in a more outherly 
locality but ma be found al o cattered in the north. The 

wecl occupy an intermediate po ition; but in i olated 
ca e they have located almo t a far north a· the or
wegian , while to the outh in the Danish line of ettl ment 
they have formed ome of their mo t pro perou ettlement 
(a in Illinoi , outh rn Iowa, ebra ka, and Kan a ) . The 
relati rn location of the three nationalitie i explainable 
largely by their r lation to arlier ettlement in th Ea t, 

and in accordance with the tendency of the we tward going 
ettler to go directly we t . Thi con ideration will explain 

the location of nearly all of the early candinavian ettle
ment in Iowa. 2 For in tauce, on l\fop II, illu trating the 
center of di per ion and cour e of migration of the or
wegian , it ha been hown that the orwegian ettlement 
in north.ea tern Iowa are mainly de cended from tho e in 

1 ee The Iowa Journal of HistonJ and Politics for Janmiry, 1905, pp. 87-89, 
and candia, Groningen, llolland, I, 109. 

~ The settlement of New weden in Jefferson County will be an exception
but see The Iowa Journal of HistonJ and P vlitics for October, 1906, pp. 001-603. 
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Dane, Rock, and Racine countie in southern ,Vi con in. 1 

Furth r, the map al o how that the early ettlements in 
central and outhea tern Iowa were made by immigrant 

who came from the old Fox River ettl ment in Illinoi , 
founded in La alle County in 1834. 

Among the early ettlement in Iowa in direct line west 

from La alle Count are tho e of .Norway, Benton County, 
and of tory County, a shown in the map referred to. In 

thi connection a few word may properly be added regard
ing ome of the fir t ettlement between 1853 and the tak
ing of the :fir t tate cen u in 1 56. 

The small settlement in Florence Town hip Benton 
County, Iowa, dates back to th year 1 54. The fir t or
wegian in the county was Sara Darnell. 2 The founder of 
the ettlement was Jona P. Nordland, 3 who came to mer
ica in 1853 and located :fir t at Leland Illinoi . In the 
spring of 1854 he removed to Benton ounty, Iowa. In 
company with him at that time were Lar trand and 

Sigbjorn Rosdal. 4 0 mund Tuttle and Elling Ellings n 
came during the ummer and ettled at the ame place. 
These were the :fir t Non egian in the county. Jona P. 

ordland lived at Norway, Benton County, until hi death 
which occurred on Augu t 23, 1902. 5 

The settlement in south rn Story County, centering around 

1 See The I owa Journal of l:listory and Politics for July, 1()05. 
2 he wa married to an American. She had probably come to the county a 

year or two earli er. 

• Born in Strand, ~tavanger County, Norway, January 17, 181(). 
4 These two, however, returned to Illinois soon aft r. 
5 Hi son, L. T. Nordland, po lmaster at Norway, Benton County, has kindly 

sent me a detailed account of the coming of his father and the first Jorwegiaus 
to Benton County, which, however, I am not able to include in this sketch. 
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Cambridge and later and extending down into Polk ounty, 

wa founded in 1 54 by immigrant from Li bon, Illinoi . 

The fir t orwegian in the county were O mund heldal, 

Ole Fatland, Ole Apland, and O mund J hn on, who were 

ent out from Li bon, Illinoi , in eptember, 1 54:, to select 

a ite for a colony omew h re in Iowa. pon their r turn 
a large numb r decided to go to Iowa. During the winter 
preparation were made; a congregation wa actually formed 

which wa giv n the name Pale tine Congregation (undoubt
edly igni:ficant a. an expre ion of thefr expectation ). Ole 
Ander on wa lected it mini ter, Erik heldal, deacon, 
and IC. . Bange, ma ter of it parochial chool . On 
1\Iay 17 1 55, one hundred and ix per on left Li hon, 
taking with them tw nty-five yok of oxen and teams of 
hor e and a large numb r of cattle. The party arrived in 
outhwe tern "'tory Count , Iowa, on the 7th of June. 1 

To the ame period belong the formation of the very 
large K orwegian ettlement of tory City and urrouncling 
country. Like that of outhern tory County thi i al o a 
daughter ettl ment of the La alle colony in Illinoi . The 
account of it formation i in brief a follows :-Highly 
favorable report ha l come from tho e who had vi ited 

tory county in que t of a :fitting place to .,ettle in the fall 
of the preceding year. A large number began making 
plan to leave for Iowa; but, de iring :fir t to ha,e more 
reliable fact relati ,e to Iowa, the intending migrant 
appointed Jona Due, Ion Grove, Paul Thomp on, Lar 

1 For a fuller account, see Decorah-Posten for February 6, 1906, under the cap
tion Lidt ybyggerhistorie, by H. Rued Boland. The same writer has an account 
of Koshkonong (in Wiscon in) in the January, 1906, number of the quarterly 
publication of Det norske elskab ( The Torwegian ociety). 

( 
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the 15th of J une,1 being almo t exactly a ear after the 

expedition to outhern tory County. Immigration to thi 

locality continued down to the eightie . To-day the ettle
ment extend into Hamilton and Hardin countie and is one 

of the large t of candinavian communitie in the orth

we t. By the cen us of 1900 there were 3,890 per on in 
the ettlement who were born in orway and 8, 200 of J or

wegian parentage, making a total orwegian speaking pop
ulation of over 12,000. There is al o a con iderable Dani h 
and wedi h population in the e countie and in neighbor
ing ettlement , aggregating a total of 6,675 according to 

the cen u of 1900. The total candinavian peaking pop
ulation in thi part of Iowa2 in 1900 wa 24 000. 

The fir t orwegian to settle in Worth County were Guel
brand 0. Mellem and wife who came in the summer of 1 53. 
They came from t. An gar, Mitchell County, where Rev. 
C. L. Clau en had ju t founded a ettlement. ,Vith them 
came at the ame time Ole Fre1-·gerboken, A lak Larsen 
and hi on Lar , but the e soon returned to t. An gar. 3 

The actual founding of the ettlement of orthwood and 
vicinity i of a later date. 4 The county in Iowa which has 

1 The same writer, Knut Takla, of tory City, gives a very interesting account 
of that expedition and of the early days of the settlement. 

• The counties of tory, Boone, Hardin, Hamilton, Webster, Ilumboldt, and 
Wright. 

a M:r. 1:ellem was born in llallingdal, Norway, in 1829; he emigrated to Amer
ica in 1849, settling first in Rock County, Wis. ee also The Iowa Journal of 
History and Politics for July, 1905, p. 382. For facts regarding Worth County I 
am indebted partly to Mr. C. 0. Gunderson, President of Edda, and partly to 
Hon. G. i:. Ilaugen, of orthwood, according to letter of August 19, 1905. 

• This prosperous community of orwegians has given Iowa her RepresentativA 
in Congress from the fourth district, Mr. G. ~. Haugen, now serving his third 
term. 
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to-da_ I roporti nat ly th large t onv gian population i 
°"\Yinnebago. Th fir t ttl ment '\Ya formed in orwa 

Town hip and th ear wa 1 56. In June of that year ix 
onveo-ian famili nam ly tho e of Lewi ol-

burn Lar on Han I. Knud on, Ole Tornen .l. TanT Gron
honl, and H endrick LaI"'On cam fr m Rock 1 unty ,Yi -
con in. 1 0th r earl_ ettl r were John John on, John 
I ver on, and 1hri tian nder on. 2 The ettl m nt r main d 
mall, ho,-ve-, er until the lat ixtie me n·hich tirn it ha 

grown rapidly. 3 

By 1 ' i5 6 nuclei of ttlem nt had b n form d b he 
wed in ev ral oth r ounti a Henry, 4 ,Yap llo and 

°"\Yeb t r· whil in mall r numb r wed ar found in 
Buchanan Dub11<1u , L and l\Ionroe c unti , and Tor
w gian in Butler, hicka aw and Iill . 

Jo actual ettlem nt w re mad by ~n· d in 1 5 '. It 
ma be not d howe\· r that De Ioine wh r to-da th 
mak up the chief lem nt in th for ign born populati n 
r ceived it fir t w di h ttl r" in that y ar. Th were 
P. J. Ander on5 and Frank Hultman. Both of th m n 
came dir ct f ·om b tergotland w d n. A far a I ha v 

1 F ae given me by . L . 'el on, of Fore t City, t he son of Lewis Ne! on. 
2 Name furni h rl me by Re,·. ,J. ) 1. Dahl of Lake l\I ill . 

s I am indebted to Rev. J . :'IL Dahl, . L . "el on, and T. K. K ingland for 
many fact re lati,·e to L ake l\l i ll and For t ity which pace doe. not permit 
inc luding here. 

4 The wedi h cttl m nt at wecle burg, "\Vayne Town ·hip, Henry ounty, 
was not founded until 1864, as I am informed by Rev. A. ·orrbom, of ·wedes
burg, in a I tter of A ugust 2!l, 1905. The first ettlers were . A . F ridolph , 
l\Iath. Anderson, . P. wan on, Mon Anderson, L. :'IL Rapp, Oliv r • tephen
on, and John ' and ah I. 

5 D ied in 1891. Hi widow is still living at 11th and :\lulberry treets, Des 
:\Ioine . 
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been able to a certain they w r morever the only wede in 

De Ioine until 1 ., GS, in which ear nton orden on 

came from tockholm. 1 
\\ ith thi brief urvey we have 

brought the hi tor. of candinavian ettlement down to 
1 56, the year of the fir t tate cen u . 

The following table is her offered to illu trate the extent 

and exact di tribution of the thr e candinavian nationali

tie in the tate b countie according to the tate cen u of 

1 56. It will al o illu trate the di tribution of the three 

candinavian nationalitie in the different part 0£ the tate. 

The countie where actual ttlement had been made are 

given in alphabetical order. To thi i appended a table 

illu trating the growth 0£ the "candinavian factor by decade 
ince 1850. 

TABLE I 

COUN'TY TORWEGIAN 

Allamakee 506 

Benton 10 

Black Hawk 3 
Boone 19 

Clayton 274 
Clinton )4 

De Ioine 2 
Fayette 139 
llenry 10 

Jeffer on 
Lee 68 
Mitchell 188 

WEDE 

84 

9 

70 

13 

24 

227 

1 

38 

294 

19 

9 

DANES 

6 

1 

TOTAL 

595 

11 

B 

89 

287 

21 59 

39 268 

140 

1 49 

294 

10 97 

4 201 

1 Facts obtained from A. . Carlson, of Des foines, in a letter of August 19, 
1 f06. [r. Carl on has kindly given me a full account of early wedish settlers 
in Des :\loines which I hope to publish elsewhere in connection with other facts 
on the candinavians in Des Moines. 
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Co NTY J:TO RWEGIAN WEDE DANE TOTAL 

Ionroe 1 18 

Pao-e 1 1 1 

Polk 10 9 19 

Pottawattamie 1 2 3 6 

2 17 7 26 

5 5 

107 107 

22 1 23 

W •b ter 2 70 72 

Winn hiek 1,451 11 1 1 462 

All other ounti 98 130 32 260 

2,904. 1,067 ]30 4,101 

TABLE II 

howiug the extent of the orwegian wedi h and Dani h factor 

m the tat from 1850 to 1905 according to the nited tate 

cen u , upplem nted by the Iowa tate cen u for the y ar 1856 

and 1905. 

YEAR 

1850 

1856 

1860 

1870 

1880 

1890 

1900 

1905 

TO RWEGIAN 

361 

2,904 

5 688 

17,554 

21,586 

27 078 

25,634 

23,953 

WEDE 

231 

1,067 

1,465 

10,796 

17 559 

30,276 

29,875 

2 396 

19 

130 

661 

2 827 

6,901 

15 519 

17 102 

17,290 

TOTAL 

611 

4 101 

7, 14 

31,181 

46 046 

72 873 

72,611 

69,639 

Th d cade 0£ gr at t incr a e in immigration from or
way 1 fr m 1 GO to 1 7 Tabl I illu trat the di -

tributi n 0£ that nationalit in 1 56; the prop rtion remam 

1 ee below p. 278. 
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abou th am f r 1 The un 1 rn Iowa which 

gain d mo t during that d cad of xt n iv immigrati n 

from rwa ar Allamak la t n ,Vinn hi k l\Iit ·h-
11 and 'tor In 1 " 70 ,Yinne hi k alon had a £or ian 

born Torw· ·ian population f 5 524. 1 "right "mm t 
and Palo Alt coun 1 w r fir t ttl d b .,. orw gian in 

h lat ixti 2 and arl venti Th 'On id rabl d -

er a e m he ountie in th a t rn I art of th 
th la t twent y ar indicat that th re ha n t only b en a 
ce ati n of immigra i n to th part but al o that in 
acldi ion to natural d crea e by d ath ther ha ·dd ntl 
tak n place a r rnoval from th ld r ounti to th coun
ti farth r we t. 3 urth rmor , b tw n 1 90 and 19 a 

con iderabl de r a e i to b noted in mo t of th ounti 
that belong to th central group of ttl m nt . B tw n 

1900 and 190.> ther are fair incr a onl in Black Hawk, 
1 mm t, Hardin Howard L on P 1k ,V b t r and , ood

bury. 4 

The large t incr a e from th wedi h immigration om 
om what later. ,Yhil relativ ly th high t p r entag of 

incr a e took place b twe n 1 60 and 1 70, th larg t 

1 We ha,e a recent contribution to Winne hiek ounty history in The Pioneer 
orwegians, by Iron. Abr. Jacob on. Thi book deals e. pecially with the ' or

wegian pioneer hi tory of pringfield Town hip, Winneshiek County. 

• Wright County was settled by £Torwegian in 1 69. In the pring of that 
year Han I-I. Faro en, . B. Johnson, and Fr drik imer on settled in Ilelmoncl 
Town hip. The settlement later extend d into Torway and Lake township in 
Wright County and .Am terdam Township in Hancock County. 

• The great decrease in Lee ounty between 1 iO and I O i due to similar 
causes. The removal in thi case was mo tly to Marshall County. 

4 Fort Dodge W ebster ounty, was first sett! d by wedes in 1869. The 
founders of the colony were: G. Al trand, . J. Peterson, . F. Ilolmdahl, 
from Melby, :Nerike, and Vexio, weden, re pectively.-Letter from Bev. C. . 
Resenius. 
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numb r ab olutely came between 18 0 and 1890. The 

counties that recei ,·ed the large t acce ion during these 

year were: Boone Buena \ i ta, De :Moine , 1 Ko uth, 

Iontgomer.r, Page, 2 Polk, 3 T{ eb ter, and ,Y oodbury, al

though ome of the e had been extensively settled before 

18 0. 4 Among the ettlement that show a noteworthy 

decrease ince 1890 may be mentioned the early one in 

Boone, Henry 5 Jeff r on, 6 Lee, and \~T apello; while from 

1900 to 1905 there i an increa e for ome countie in the 

we tern part of the tate-a Adair, Ap1 anoo e, Black 
Hawk, Ca , Lyon and Iills. 

The h a,iest immigration from Denmark took place in 

the later eightie and in the early ninetie . Thu the ettle

ment in udubon, h lby, Pottawattamie and Black Hawk 

countie increa ed mo t rapidly during the e year .7 The 

Danish foreign born element i the only one among the 
candina,ian nationalitie that how an increa e in the 1905 

census over that of 1900. The total for the three nationali

ties by the 1905 cen u is 69,639. The ScanilinaYian- peak-

1 The ity of Burlington. 
2 The Swedifh Colony of E ex, Page County, dat.es back to 1 iO.-Letter 

from A. Wend trancl of August 30, 1905. 

• The city of De foines. 
4 In the viciuit.y of hariton, Lucas County, a considerabl Swe<l.i h ettlement 

was also formed after 1860. The first settlers w re P. J. Lindquist, J. F. Ekfelt, 
and t.be JErland en, Has elqnist, and laLtengren families, write Re,·. J.P. Borg of 
Chariton. They were from Yiistergotland and Smalancl, weden. 

6 The large t candinavian population wa in 1800, when it numbered 616. It 
is now 362. 

0 Jefferson County bad 880 in 1 70, 671 in 18 0, and at pre ent. ha 490. 
7 One of the most prosperou of Dani b communiti s in the tate i that of 

1\rat.erloo and vicinity and Cedar •all in Black Hawk County. It elate back 
to 1869, in which year Lars Tbomp on and wife from Tuse near Holbrek and 
.And rs Peterson and wife from near llolbrek located in Waterloo. 
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I iO t 1110 in C'01111til' wliil'h Jun• nt 011c time hall a. ·<:a11,linavian 

pop11l,1t1011 f ov •r l,UUU. 

I Ot ' T\ 1 ,O 18 u 18:JU 1 [)()fi 

llnmak •· .!, 1 "j 1/i 27 1,-!7 j UU2 

Aud11b1111 2Ui 1, l~i 1,:;~li 

Bla1•k II:rn·k :.. '-' t 3 ..., i 11 1, U 1 

H UIIC' l,~41, 1. :!U 2,HOl :!,2c.3 

But>n:t \.i ta 1% 1 I, !l!ll l,\llii 

< 'la) tt,n l,3tJtj !141 "j 'i :; ~ l 

< 'li11to11 ';,)!J 1, l :!3 1, ii 1.-1-3:J 
[)p ;\f ,,i11t~ 1. lU I l, .! i:-J 2, I ljJ 1 Ul 

Em111•t ~ ti 30:. j a 1, l OJ 

11, 111ilto11 H:! l li3, :! , lliO ~.:.nu 
llmnliol,lt 115 ; l - l ,83tl l,!.l i 4 

r nth ';'(i 301 !100 I, o;;i 

I~ •p 1,2/Ji ,"jQ tl.22 IUO 

~l:u hall 8:1 ~:i 
I - 1,213 'I l i 

M itclll'll l,OU I, l!07 1, ll 11 ~ 

.1011011., :Wl 191 l..! l:! 1. I Ci5 

I 'lb i\ of forl'i •u p. t Ill l" in 11) Ii are hOI • \ ii bl 
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COUNTY 1870 1880 1890 1,905 

fontgomery 278 1 278 1,511 1,520 
Pao-e 156 1,004 1 261 1,079 
Polk 03 1,62 2 8 4 3 406 
Pottawattamie 604 1 100 2,5 5 2,395 

helby 208 971 1,611 1,514 
tory 1 354 2,049 2,202 2,30!) 

Web ter 1,362 1,910 3,027 3,261 
Winnebago 625 1, 62 2, 17 2,291 
Winne hiek 5 524 5,009 3,409 2,669 

Woodbury 372 870 5,060 4 106 
Worth 94 2 002 2 153 1, 19 
Wright 60 201 775 1 005 

All other countie ... 
21 12,013 21,924 21,566 ,, 

Total 3 1,1 81 46,046 72,8';"3 69,639 

'l'ABLF, I 

howing the Norwegian, wcdi h, and Dani.hp pulation by coun-
tie having a andinavian population of 1,000 in l!J05. 

OC'NTY ORWEGIA1'~ \\'EDES DAn:, TOTAL 

Allamakee 53 125 14 992 
Audubon 15 42 1,46!) 1,526 
Black Haw 42 68 908 1,01 
Boone 115 2,061 107 2,2 3 
Bu na ,i ta 446 977 5H 1,067 

linton 213 411 09 1,483 

D e )Ioine lu 1,62,5 160 l 01 
Emmet 5 0 102 4.19 l, 101 

Hamilton l, 3 '!) 544 2tl7 2,210 
Humboldt 97;3 42 35!) l :3'i! 
Ko uth 271 511 275 1 057 

Ionona 454 226 4 5 1 165 

~ 
Montgomery 20 1, 4-86 14 1,520 
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