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rganized emigration from Denmark i of much mor 
recent date than that from X onYay or w den. c orlling 
to the nited tat cen u of 1 GO ther w r onl T ,> ; JO 

Dane in th L'nit d tat in that year the total immi ra
tion b tw en 1 51 and 1 60 being 3 7 49. 1 In that l cad 
the total immigration from~.,. or,Yay and wed n wa 20 931. 

During th pr c ding ten y ar only 5 · 9 immigrant had 
arriv d from D nmark. ,Yhile it ,Youlcl he impo ibl to 
a c rtain to what xten indfridual immigration to k pla e 

I for 1 ,> 1 the e :figur "ho"· that the mo Yem nt which 
had truck uch d p ro tin .,. orway in th earl~ :f rti' an l 
in weden in th later fortie , did not tak hold of Denmark 

be£ re the fifti · and ,· n then it wa nly local, aff ctin 
chiefly the mailer Lland f :\foen, JErci, 2 Lan land and 

Lolland. 

1 ee Table II in The Iowa Journal of IIistory and Politics for ,Janu'.lry, 100<>, 
p. 77 

2 For the yea1 nding, ept mber 30, 1 45 and 1 4i, the number of immigran 
from the candinaYian countrie - i a follow : 

1 45 1 47 
·on,ay.... . ..... . 13 3:3 

,_ ,Yeden.. .. . .. . .. .. 115 
Denmark...... . . ,'>-! 

4 :? 
13 
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The fir t X orn· gian .... ettl ment wa formed in 1 2 - , the 

fir t ettlement of wede in 1 41. few mall Dani h 

loni date back to 1844 and the y 1.r immediately fol

lowing; but a a rule th y did not grow much until after 

1 64 which y ar inaugurated the later exten fre immigration 
from the 1 ro,·inc f 1 wiO'. 

,,nil however exten<l. d immigration from Denmark to 

thi ·ountr i of c mparatirnl. recent date, it i a matter of 
record that there ""ere Dane in thi country twenty y ar 
1 efor the tabli hment of the wedi h colony on the D la
war . The dat of thi earlie t ,i i i 1G19, the year before 
th coming of the ::Uayflow rand -five year after the found
ing of Tew rn t rdam b the Dutch. In a form r article1 

in thi erie r £erenc ha been macle to the £act that in the 
early part of that year IGng hri tian IY f Denmark, 
fitte<l. out two hip for he purpo e of finding a ... orth we t 
I a age to A ia.2 n )Iay 9 lGH) ixty- ix men under the 
command of Jen Iunk, a ... orwegian 3 ailed from open
hagen bound £or the we tern hemi pher . The fortune of 
that xpedition w re bri fl de cribed in the articl referr d 
o from which I will h re quote the following:-Durino- the 

autumn of that ar and the early part of the follo,Ying year 
he (Jen Munk) explor d Hud on Bay and took po e ion 
0£ the urrounding country in the name 0£ King hri tian, 
calling it J o,a Dania. The exp dition wa ho\"VeY r, a 
failure and all but three 0£ the party peri hed fr m di ea e 
and xpo ure to cold in the winter 0£ 1620. The three tu-

1 The Iowa Journal of Ilistory and Politics for July, 1905, p. 3'17. 

~ The name of the two ship were, Eenhjtirningen and Lampreren. 
3 Born in Barby, Korway, in 15i9. 
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Yff0r among whom wa th commander, J n Iunk re
turned to T orway in 1620.1 

"\Yhile th commander of th xp dition Jen ~Iunk wa 
a ~ rwegian, the crew ,va mad up largely perhap exclu-

frely of Dan . Ra mu J n en 1.arhu a mini t r, ac

compani cl the expedition a it chaplain, being thu the fir t 
Dane, who e name ha com clown to u , to Yi it the X w 

,Y orld a we do not knon" the name of an of th oth r 

memb r of the expedition. The expedition po e little 

imp rtance ince it play no part in American hi tory; nor 
did it haYe any infiu nc upon immigration from D nmark. 
It int r t lie in the fa ·t that i i the fir t record cl Yi it 
of Dan to 1.merica and that it ,Ya th arli t att mp in 

modern time at colonization in th nit d 'tate from a 
'candinavian country. 

To what xt nt Dan w r pre ·ent among th arly c lo
ni~ t 0£ ... T w X eth rland it w ukl b difficult to , ay. It i 
·uppo~ed that ther, w r Dane and ... T orw gian , in ... T w 

:\.m. tenlmn 2 a early a l{)~J. 3 There wa a fairly pro.-per-
ou colon· 0£ Dan and ... TonYegian in .... Tew York ahout 

1700. In 170.J: th coloni t huilt a larg tone church on 

th corner of Broaclwa)' and R 1ctor tre t th prop rty 
b ing later old to Trinit) 1hur h · the pre ent churc.:hyard 
f Trinity hurch occu1 ie the ite4 £ the old t ne build-

1 , ee also And I on· F'irst Chapter of Xorweg;an Immigration, p. 21. 
2 ln The Iowa ,Tournal of Ilistory and I'0Ct1cs for July, 190.3, p. 3.J. , we have 

noted tile name· of t"·o :Xorwe,.,ian living there in 1G33. 

s P. . Vig in JJe Danske i America, Blair, ,·ebr~·ka, 1900, p. 4. 
4 Hev. 1. Ander on belie,· he can trace thi colony back as far a 1617, 

which, ho"·ever, ·eeru to me doubtful. CJ. Ander·on· First Chapter in Xor
wegian Immigration, p. 21; and The Iowa Journal of llistory and Pol1t1cs for 
July, 1905, p. 3-1 . 
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ing. In thi connection it should al o be borne in mincl 

that Danish colonies were e tablished in the "\Vest Indies as 

early a 1650, and that after that date Dane frequently 

found their way from the ,, e t Indie to the American col

onie . The name of one uch ha come down to us to claim 

a place in Danish American annal , namely, J ockum l\Ielchior 

Magen , born of Dani h parent on farch -:1:, 1715, at t . 

Thomas. He was a citizen of ew York between 17 49 and 

about 17 60, returning in the latter year to the "\Ve t In die , 

where he died in Augu t, 17 3. 1 Similarly Lars anne-

tad, born in 17 5 7, and one time postma ter at t. Thomas, 

became a citizen of ew York, where he died in 1 07 . In 

Trinity Uemetery on Broadway in ·ew York there is a mon

ument with a Dani h in cription bearing hi name. 

The di covery by which Ru ia laid claim to Ala ·ka wa 

made by a Dane, Yitu Jana en Bering,2 in 17:2 and again 
in 1741. Bering wa born in Hor en , Aarhu dioce e 

Denmark, in 16 1. He enter d the Ru..,sian ernce m 

1704:, 3 distingui heel him el£ a · a ailor, and was sent out on 

a voyage of exploration along the ea t coa t of Kamtchatka 

in 172 , which as we know resulted in the discovery of 

Ala ka. 4 

1 P. S. Vig in De Danske i .America, p. 5. 
2 His grand uncle wa the Danish hi torian, Vitus Bering, born 1017 in Viborg, 

and one time Professor in Copenhagen University. Winkel-Uorn's lllustreret 
Konversations Lexikon, I , 1892, p. 33 . 

• When Bering became a Russian citizen he was required to change his name 
to Vitus I vanovich Bering. 

4 There were also other Norse and Danish navigators in the expedition. The 
sub-lieutenant was l\Iartin Spanberg, a Dane. See Vitus Bering, by Peter Lau 
ridsen, translated by Julius E. 01 on, Chicago, Ill., for a biography of Bering. 
See also account of Bering's Voyage of Exploration in Vikings of the Pacific, by 
A. C. Laut, New York. Macmillan. 1905. Pp. 161. Bering had fought in the 
Black 8ea War in 1611. 
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The founding of Iora,ian colonie in Georgia, orth 

Carolina, and Penn yhania in the 1 th centur ha been 

referred to above, a ha al o the £act that candinavian 

'" re repre ented in con iderable number among the found
er of l\Ioraviani min America. 1 In 1737 foravian teach

ing 1Yere introduced into Denmark. Per ecuted German 

"i\Iora,ian had already in 1735 e tabli h d a colony in a
,Tannah, Georgia. con,ert to Moraviani min Denmark 

could not there legally practice their belief they emi

grated to thi country taking part in tbe founding of the 
colony at Bethlehem in 17 .JO and Betha bara North Caro
lina, in 1747. One of the I rominent l\Ioravian mini ter in 
the Bethlehem colony at the time, Paul Daniel Berzeliu a 
Dane, we have had occa ion to refer to abo,T 2 as preaching 

among the D laware w de in the Gloria Dei Church in 
Philadelphia, and among whom he made many convert. 
That her were Danes al o among the wede in ew 

wed n eem Yery likely. In the li t of name of pari h
ion r that appear in the church record of the colony ther 
are everal th::..t are more di tincti, ly Dani h than w di h 

in character. 3 

mong the German Lutheran in Penn yhania th re wer 
candinavian I reacher of that belief a early a the fortie 

in the 1 th centur . 4 Peter Brunholtz, who came to Phila-

1 The Iowa Journal of History ond Politics for October, 190.'i, p 58 . 

• The Iowa Journal of llistory and Politics for October, 1905, pp. 349 and 58 . 

• It may be borne in mind that kane, Blekinge, and Halland were not politi
cally w di h until 1658, when they were ceded to weden at the Peace of Ros
kilde. I am not able to say now to what extent the e provinces contributed to 
the population of New Sweden. 

4 ·we have before spoken of a wedi h preacher, Lars Nyberg, who was pastor 
of a German Lutheran church in Lancaster, Penn.-.. ee The Iowa Journal of His
tory and Politics for October, 1905, p. 5 . 
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deli hia in 17 4." and who erved a Lutheran mini ter among 

th German m rmantown and Philad lphia until hi death 
in 17- wa a Dane having been b rn iu Nybol 1 le wig. 

Dani h name are met with el e~·here. Johan 

Lep , om time pa tor in the pre ent .... 1.th n , ew York 
wa of Dani h birth. Ile i al o r cord cl a a teacher in a 

German chool in Philadelphia in 177' , the fir thigh chool 
that wa founded by German in P nn 1 vania. 2 In 17 2 

Lep withdr w from the mini try and ttled on a farm n ar 

Iacungie, Penn y 1 vania. 3 

But the e earl record are few and far b twe n. Tot 

until the econd quarter of the 19th c ntury do individual 
immigration b gin on a larg r cale· and even then we have 
but cant mat rial bearing upon Dani h- 1-merican immigra
tion hi tor . 

tati tic how that there were only 120 Dane in th 
country in 1 20· in 1 4 the number doe not eem to ha\·e 
b en more than 12.-2. few 0£ the e will :fittingly find 

mention here becau e of their promin nee or becau e of their 
in.flu nee upon Dani h-American immigration. The name of 

1harle William Boru1 occupie an im1 ortant place in th 
early annal of Minne ota. He wa born in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, in 1 06. He wa educated for the medical pro
fe ion in hi natfre country but emigrated to America in 
1 27 and located in N w York. In the following year he 
became agent for the American Fur ompany and wa fa-

1 At that .time absolutely Dani h lingui tically, as of com e politically. ince 
1 64 it bas, of com e, been German territory. 

2 Founded by J. C. Kunze. I t closed its doors in 1776. 

s Facts from De Danske i .d.merika, p. 5. 
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ti n l near Lak upenor. He "'a then undoubtedly the 
fir t Dane in ,Yi con in an<l. Iinne ota and a far a we know 

the fir t in the ~ orthwe t . In 1 ' -1: Borup ettled in 't. 

Paul, and in 1 '53 became the founder of th fir t bank in 
J\Iinne..,ota. 1 He i reput cl to ha,·e been the be t financier 

in the Territ ry. H e wa later appointed Dani h con. ul, 

and wa al o in trumental in the building of the fir·t can

dinavian hurch in l\Iinne ota. 
\.noth r we tern pion r who came to America in the ame 

· ar wa Niel hri tian Bo · but of thi Iowa pione r 
~~e hall have occa i n t p ak below. 

The narne of Anton R. Rude, Dr. Theol., hold a prom
in nt 1 lace in th arl hi tory of the outh arolina 'ynod 

of the Lutheran hurch. II wa b rn in Denmark, October 
5, 1 13, and cam early to :\.meri a. 2 From Yig account 
of him we gath r th £act that he tudied in ndornr, 
Ma achu e t , and in th Lutheran ' minary at tt -
burg, P nn yh-ania, wa in 1 -1:2 ordained into the Luth ran 
mini try, in which capacity he , e1T d in the Routh arolina 
,'ynod until hi d ath, ~larch 21, 1 3. He wa for a tim 
editor of Llltlzeran ri. itor, and a profe or in the 'ynod 
emmary. 

" re may forth r m ntioo th name of Dr. Brand trup 
·whom w find located in hilad lphia ince 1 31, P t r 
B nn n 3 who ame to T w Y rk in 1 32 and Peder 
\.ndr a mer hant ,vhom we find located th re 

ince 1 36. II nr I. Braem, Dani h on ul in ew 

1 In connection with his brother-in-law, has. IT. Oakes, says Nelson in can
dinavians, Vol. I, p. 37 . 

2 "In hi early youth I ay P. . Y1a ; but the exact year is uot known. 

'I believe that the name was later Americanized to Bennieson . 
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York, and Knight 0£ Dannebrog wa born in w York in 

1 36. Hi father wa a prosperou merchant there before 
1 36. 1 

The well-known Lutheran churchman, Edmund Belfour, 

Dr. Theol., founder of Trinity and "\Vicker Park Engli h 

Lutheran churche in hicago, pa tor in Pitt burg, P nn -

ylvania, i by birth a Dane, being born in lster, I land 
0£ jaelland (Zealand), in 1 33. Ili £a her emigrated to 
America in 1 39 the mother and even children following 

in 1 41. In 1 50 Edmund Belfour matriculated in the Col
lege of the ity 0£ Tew York from which he wa graduated 
with honor in ethic and oratory in 1 54; ntering the Theo
logical eminary of the Lutheran hurch in Getty burg that 

ear, he wa ordained a mini ter in 1 7. Dr. Belfour i a 

prominent contributor to the hutlieran Encyclopedia, and a 
leader in the Engli h Lutheran hurch of merica. 2 

mong the e early Dane belong al o Peter La en, one 
of the fir t pioneer in alifornia. He wa born in open
hagen, Augu t 7 1800, learned the black mith' trade in 
hi native countr and emigrated to America in 1 29. Going 
to California in 1 39, he there became a miller and ranch
man. He wa a re pected influential citizen and occupie 
a po ition of con id rable prominence among the early 
pioneer of the Golden tate. 3 Hi name i preserved in 
La en County. 

Lauritz Brandt a mechanician and inrnntor who lived 

1 According to Vig, p. 81. 

: Dr. Balfour is at present pastor of a Lutheran congregation in Aleghaoy, 
Penn ., as Rev. Leamer of Iowa City informs me. 

s Lassen was assassinated in 1 59. I have not been able to ascertain under 
what circumstance . 
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in T w Y rk bet\Ye n 1 -!O ancl 1 1 wa a Dan . II \,a 

born iu \- ncll rg D nmark in l < l 7 ,Yh r he 1 arn d 

hi trade £r Ill hi ' fath r. In 1 :H) h 1 ft hi natfr coun

try, lidng w y ar in t. P ter bur ·, later in Pragu 
Yienna, ~Iunich and B rlin. II cam to _, w York in 

1 -!O, being for m time onnect d with th typ f nndry 

0£ DaYid Brue Jr. Here he im- n d a ma hin for the 

mnn ufacture 0£ -p ; after that h li v d om } ear m 
Eur p r turning t ... T w York in 1 -! . At the a<Y of 

,- n y-four h r turn d t penhag u. 

n arly Dani h mini ter t \.m rica Peder P Ler on I 

will lllentiou e p ciall · h cau f hi abl en-ie and hi 

1 ng r id nee in tbi country. Frolll 1 02 to 1 31 he rep
re ,nt d D nmnrl- a on ul and \. ting i.mba ador with 

r ilene in I>hilaclelphia. 1 eder n ,rn pecially in tru
lll ntal in brin ·ing al out the omrn rcial tr ,aty of 1 :., G b -
tween D umark and the l;nit cl State . H e r c i,- d many 
title and order from hi go,-ernment in reeoo·ni ion of rnl
uahle rvie to hi · untry. I>ec..1 r,on die l in Cop nha<Yen 
in l ,>1. IIi uc e . or a minister mt th no 1 , -ell 

kn wu 't u \.nder n Bill", mini ter from 1 · t 1 .- 4. 

The ·e name bring u cl m1 to 1 -!4, at which tim llllllll

grntiou from D nmark lllay be aid, for a tim at lea t, to 
nter upon a u w pha e. 2 Immigrant beo·in to eollle m 

more or le orgnniz l oT up , r ulting in th tnbli h-

1 Pedei.-on ,rn. born in 1 ii! in , orb. The fir ·t Dani h mini ter to the Gnited 
State was Peter Blich r OJ en, who wa on ul en ral from 1 00 to 1 02. 

2 In the yea1 1 17 to 1 ,i2 there wa almost no immigration from Denmark, a 
fact which "a due in large part undoubtedly to the war of 1 J --19 (in Sle wii). 
In the years clo:ing S pt. 30, 1 45, 1 1i. and that closing Dec. 31, 1 :i2, immi
grant - from J) nmark numbered re pectiY ly 51, 13, and 3. ee al o note 1, p. 
220, abo1e. 
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m nt of city c 1 rue and mall rural 

nt part f th c untry. \..t fir t th gr up ar v ry 
mall and r pr nt, a w ha, aid ab v onl 1 al 

m , m nt at home. B t,Y n 1 -1 and J ,>0 th r 

a corclin to th nit d tat nly ;:, · 9 immigrant · 

fr m D n mark. · I ri cl r n t th b -
O"innin()" of th f em nt . 

houkl xp t th city c 1 n} wa 
in 1..,. w Y rk ity. Fr m the heginnin f th 

· ntury w m t with Dan m w Y rk.1 "\ 

alr ad , n that a Dan P t r B nne n lfr cl th r a 
arly a 1 :32 and that th fath r of 10n. ul Bra m wa a 

pr p r u merchant th r b f r 1 :H.,. ur r ord are 
xtr m ly mea re, but i do n t m unlik ly that a con
id rnbl numb r of th 10 ; Dane. who cam to thi coun

try h tw en 1 31 and 1 -10 hntl locat l in~.,. w Y rk it_', 

or PhilacLl1 hia in whi h la ter ·it.· wa till h r id n · 
of th Dani h 'on ·ulat . Th pre en • in ~.,. w .,. rk £ n, 

Dani h mi ion and a Dani h bur ·h in th arly part f the 
ight nth entury may hav 1 l to th ch ic f 1. w Y rk 

a a hom n the part of many Dan who cam in the nine
t enth century · whil their n ar kin m n th 
Delaw,tr and Philadelphia and m r parti ularly th Dani, h 
:i\Iora,ian , would ha, be n a tr ng in:flu nee t attract 
th m to Philad lphia. 2 

n June 27 1 4-1 th re wa form d a 'canclinMian 
ociety in .1Tew York call d candinavia the :fir t £ it 

1 ther than the mi ion of Rev. Aarhus (1700), which I take it had lo tits 
distinctive nationality before 1800. 

2 Among the earlie t Danes in Philadelphia were Dr. Bonneville, who came 
before 1 25, and Ilarman Boye who came in 1 25. ee below, p. 233. 
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kind in this country. The founder wa J ame P eter on. 1 

Among the found 0 r and early members of the society there 
were many Dane . As members of the Danish colony 

we find Harro Paul I-Iarring, 2 I-Ian J orgen I-Ian en, Peter 

Gildsig, 3 N. Erlandsen, Martin F. Soren en, E. T. Chri . 

tian en, H ans P. C. I-Ian en, Lauritz Brandt, and Peder 

Mo bol. Among the prominent Dane in the ew York 
colony is to be e pecially mentioned Paul C. Sinding, the 

fir t appointee to a Scandinavian profe orship in an Amer
ican univer ity, the Uni ver it of New York, where he wa 
made Profes or of candinavian Literature in 1859. 4 He i 
.also the author of a ery well -written work, .i'isto1·y of 
Scandinavia from the Early Times of the .LY01·thmen and 
Vikings to the Present Day, which reached the tenth edi-
tion.6 

In Baltimore there have been Dane ince 1 46, though 
in mall number . The earlie t Dani h ettler in Chicago 
was probabl Chri to:ffer J ohn on, who wa born in Copen

hagen 1 19, came to Chicago, 1 38, and died there, 1 96.6 

George P. H i:1:n en, a Dane, i also named a liYing in Chi
cago about the same time. '1ilwaukee had a Dani h ...,et

tler as earl a 18-!4. Hi name i C. H. Iolbreck and 

1 Of whose Danish nationality, however, I am not absolutely certain. 
2 Boru in Hu um diocese, Denmark, 1798; died in 1 70 in London. 

s He built and was proprietor of the Gil ey House, on Broadway, one of New 
York's substantial hotrls at the time. The pre ent proprietors are, I believe, 
two sons of Peter Gilsey. 

4 ee account of this in an article entitled Nordiske tudier i amerikanske 
Universiteter, by George T. Flom, that appeared in A.merika, "eptember 9 and 
16, 1898. 

• The work is dedicated to James Lenox, founder of the Lenox Library in 
"ew York. Prof. Sinding was born in Alsted, Denmark, in 1813. 

6 A brief accotmt of him is given by Vig p. 108. 
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he i till living there having fini hed hi eightieth year 

la t October. 1 There were, however f w Dane in the city 

befor 1 60 0. H. J. loller, editor o-f Fl'emacl, and Lar 

Lamp2 
( who came in 1 59) being named a the earlie t. 

There w re Dane earl m ew Orlean a e. g. Henry 

Frel on, who wa a wealth merchant-but the record are 

exceedingly meagre. Among other town may be men
tioned ,Vat rtown, ,Vi . where Lauritz Jacob Fribert 

located a editor of Dagen in 1 42; l eno ha, ,Vi . , ettled 
by Dane before 1 50 · eenah, ,Vi ., al o ettled before 
1 ,~o- 1\, aupaca, "\"\ i . ; Jame town 

boy, Tew Jer ey; '.Ioline, Illinoi ; 

lndianapoli . 

ew York; Perth Am
alt Lake Oity;3 and 

In the la t named city a mall colony of Dane from 
Ioen wa formed about 1 60; and here wa organized the 

:fir t Dani h Lutheran congregation in America in the nine
teenth century, April 17 1 6 . 4 '.Iy friend, the Rev. f. 

Fr. Wie e, 5 who organized thi church and wa it :fir t 
pa tor, write me that the fir t Dane in the city wa Peter 
"\Vei from l\'.Ioen who came in 1 6 or po ibly a little 

1 His address i 320 Third Ave. Fact obtained from P. Jacobsen, Racine, "Wis. 
2 He later became a pioneer settler at leepy Eye, Brown County, Minnesota. 

s Where there was a Dane as early as 1847-IIans Christian Ilansen, born in 
Copenhagen, Denmark, :November 23, 1806, died in alina, Silver County, Utah, 
1 ()0. "He was a pioneer musician of Utah, as well as one of the first settlers, 
and a good citizen," writes J. F. mith, Jr., of alt Lake ity, in a letter 
to me under date of November 29, 1905. 

4 Facts therefor not correct in Bille, A History of the Danes in Anierica, 
p. 16, lVisconsin Academy of ciences, Vol. XI. 

5 111. Fr. Wiese, Pastor of the West Koshkonong church of the orwegian 
ynod at Clarkson, Wisconsin, was born in Falster, Denmark, May 11, 1842, em

igrated to America in 1863, locating first in Racine, later coming to Madison, 
Wisconsin. He was for a long time pastor of a Norwegian Lutheran church at 
Cambridge, tory County, Iowa. 
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arlier. .._\.bout th arne time cam Ra mu ",·end en and 
wi£ · and h b cam a gr c ry m r hant ther . ~ T. P. 1 on 

wa al o amono- th fir" In 1 6 ' th r ". re about 
:fifty Dan , write · Re,·. , mo tly £r rn Fal ter, but 
om from )Iuen and 'j., Hand. 

Th earlie t rural ttl rn nt ar : (1) that of Hartland 

"\Yauke ha unty Yi c n in £ uncled in 1 "-:1:5 b 'hr. 
hri tian n, from L, Hand D nmark an l -who e d c ml-

ant till re ide there; (-) ... ""'e,Y nmark, Brown unt 
"\Yi n m ttl d :fir t l · ~i 1 Han n TOdtfr d en and 
wife and tw th r from Langeland in 1 -:I: ;1 ( 3) Ra m nd 
Town hi1 Racin ' unty , Yi ' con in where th re w re 

Dan in th earl. T £ rti ;2 ( 4) G '" n )1 ntcalm unty 
Mi ·higan a Y ry lar ttl m nt of Dan £r m Holb1 k 
'jrelland, dating fr Ill 1 ,>0. Th fir t ettl r in G w n 

wa , .Augu t Ra mu en £r m Ilallebyor ( oU), ,..,-ho ,ya 
al o in trurnental in bringing other of hi untrym n 
t th ttl m nt. Ra mu: J n en from • \ ,by dio 'e , 'jrel
land, came in 1 ' .5:?; \.nder" Jen n and Jen 'uren en both 
from Hall by/')r "·pre among the earli t ettler . The 

:fit t Dan , in Racin '" r Re,·. . L. 'Ian n, wh am 
in 1 -:1:3 . 1\L R e e ()·ear not known) and P. '. Lutken 
,Yho am m 1 57. 8 From th ettlement a w 11 a 
dire tly £r m D nmark through 'linton Burlington, and 

1 ocltfrcclsen wa bom in toense diocese in 1 lJ; died in 1 !l.J. 

~ As Peder Johan :\Iouri r, born in Denmark in 1 12; died in Racine, "\Yi con
sin, in 1853. He may have been the first Dane in the towu hip. 

s According to letter from Peter Jacob en, of Racine. Of thi intere ting and 
important ettlement :Mr. Jacob en has kindly furnished me a full account with 
complete Ii t of ettler down to 1 i3, which, however pace forbids including 
in this di cussion. 
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DM·enport a the gat way 0£ immigration, Iowa rec i, d it 

fir t Dani h citizf'n . "\Ye hall now I a on to the :fir t 

Dani h immigration into Ion'a. 

TIIE FIR~T DAXE8 L IO\V A. TUE E.\RLIE T DANI II ETTLE· 

::'IIEXr IX THE ST},TE. THE Ol'RSE OF )IIGlL\TIO~ . 

TilE ELK HOR~ 8ETTLE)IEXT IX IlELBY 01 NTY. 

DAXF.. ' IX POTT.A WATT.,DIIE COUXTY, THE 

O)IL.,,.G OF THE DANE ~ TO DAYEX· 

PORT AXD DE )!OINES 

The fir t Dane and indeed the fir t canclina,·ian in Iowa, 

wa ~iel hri tian Boy , who wa born in Lolland Den

mark in 17 6. H came to Amer· a in 1 27 to ettle an in

heritance, le£t by hi brother Harman Boy , who had come 

to thi country in 1 ~5 and had bee~ ngaged in the Yirginia 
tat ur,ey. Boye v,h bad been a merchant in Den

mark decided to remain in mer1ea located in Philadel

phia and conducted a tor there until 1 37 when he re

mov d we t a far a Iowa, ettling fir t in the pre en t 

ounty 0£ 1\Iu catine and later in Linn ount . In 1 -:1:2 he 

came to I owa ity, where h wa engaged in merchandiz .. 

ing 1 until hi d ath in 18-:1:9. 2 Boye wa thu not only the 

fir t Dane in I owa but al o ·rnry likely the fir t candi-

1 J. B. 'ewhall in A Glimpse of Iowa in 1846, Burlington, 1846, p. 91, men
tions Boye a a grocer and provision merchant. 

2 Ile died of cholera in t. Loui where he had gone for the purpo e of buying 
goods for his busine . I may cite the following from an obituary of the time. 
"Died of cholera in t. Louis, l\Io., on aturday, the 23d of June, 18Jc9, ' eil C. 
Boye, merchant of this city. l\Ir. Boye Yi ited t. Louis for the purpo e of re
newing his tock of goods, and whilst thus employed, fell a victim to the fearful 
scourge which for some month pa t has been devastating that city. eldom 
have we witne ed o deep and general an expre sion of orrow for the dead and 
sympathy for the living as in this instance.'' 
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navian in the tate, having come to Iowa at least two year 
before Han Barlien. 1 Boye wa married and had thirteen 
children all of whom emigrated with him except one-later 
the famou Dani h urgeon, Claudiu J uliu Boye, who 
died in Copenhagen in 1 79. Mi Julia Boye of 533 

orth Linn tre t, Iowa ity, i a daughter of N. . Boye, 
and the only urviving member living in Iowa City. A 
on Cha . Boye, printer, died in June, 190-:l:, in Iowa City, 

Another on, Era mu Boye i re iding at Coffeyville, 
Kan a. 

The fir t Dani h pioneer in the we tern part of the tate 
was in all probability Chri topher Overgaard M n ter,2 who 
wa born in Copenhagen, June 24, 1796. In 1 .J:6 he emi
grated to America with his famil , locating a a merchant 
in Wahington, D. C., where he lived until 1 50. In that 
year he came to Kane ville (Pottawattamie Count ), the 
pre ent Council Bluff , and bought a large number of claims 
of Mormon re ident who were about to leave £or tah. 3 

In the following year he returned to ""\\Ta hington £or hi 
family. He settled permanently in Kane ville, where he 
died from the A iatic cholera in 1852. 4 The Iyn ter fam
ily were the only Danes in I. ane ville in that year. "'\"; m. 
A. Mynster, a well -known attorney of Council Bluff , 5 wa 
a on of C. 0. yn ter. He wa born in Copenhagen in 

1 ee The I owa Journal of Histo1·y and Politics for July, 1905, p. 36 . 
2 Rev. Vig says that the Dani h form of the name !ouster, was changed to 

avoid being called " Monster." 
3 Biographical History of Pottawattamie County, 1891, p. 3Hl. 
4 As Rev. Vig informs me. 

• Biographical History of Pottawattarnie County, p. 320; and also Historical 
Atlas of Iowa, 1875, p. 532. 
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ei;ht ar old when the family ettled in 

Th family name appear in ' l\Iyn ter Park" 

':M. n t r Addition' to the city of Council 

1\' e have already r £erred to Rev. lau Laurit lau en 

a the fir t Dane in Racine, Wi con in. He organized ther , 
in 1 -13 a ... orwegian congregation nd erv d until 1 5 2 

a pa tor for Yariou orwegian congr gation in outhern 

V\ i con in. 1 It would be tempting to give a fuller account 
of thi Dani h pioneer thi gr at churchman, who became 
on of the leader in r ligiou work among the early or
wegian ettler in ,V-i con in and Iowa a al o though to a 
far le extent among the Dane in Iowa. ince, however, 
hi acti dty wa a ociated o largely with the T orw gian 
church and a we have already had occa ion to peak of 
him aboYe in connection with an account of the ettling of 
l\Iitchell ounty, Iowa by the orwegian 2 only a brief 
note will be added in thi place. 

lau en wa born in 1Ero, in the dioce e of ogn, Den
mark on :rovember 3 1 20. Ile wa educated for the 
mini try and it wa hi intention to enter the African mi -
ion. On a -vi it to T orway in 1 -:1: 1, however, he wa urged 

by T. 0. Bach , a merchant in Drammen, to go rather 
to America a there wa great n ed of mi ionarie and 
teachers among the r orwegian ·ettler in outhern Wi con-
in, from whom letter had come a king for religiou in true-

1 Brief Liographies of Clausen may be found in Anderson's First Chapter of 
Norwegian Immigrat ion, Nelson's IIistory of candinavians, and Vig's De Danske 
i America. 

2 ee The Iowa Journal of Histon; and Politics for July, 1905, p. 381. 
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tor . 1 lau en decided to do thi and emigrated in 1 43 

accepting a call in th old J\Iu kego settlement2 in Racine 
County ,, i con in. I do not believe there were any Dane 

in the ettlernent at th time of the organization of the con

gr gation although the town of Raymond received many 
Dani h ettl r \" ry oon thereafter. In 1 46 Clau en took 

charge of the orwegian congregation on Rock and Jeff r-
on Prairie ""\Yi con in. In 1 52 he led a number of emi

grant aero the tate into Iowa a far we t a t . .An gar 

l\Iitchell County Iowa; 3 where a ettlement wa effected 
being thew ternmo t white ettlement in T orthern Iowa at 

that time. A the ettlement wa exclu i l - r orwegian 

and r mained o, we n ed not further di cu it hi tory in 
thi connection.4 

Clau en wa the first pr ident of Tl2e 1-Yorzuegian Evan

gelicat Lutheran ynod in America, informally organized 
January 6, 1 51 6 at Rock Prairie, " i con in. In 1 6 he 
withdrew from the orwegian ynod; and when the J or
wegian-Dani h Conference wa organized in 1870 he rote 

1 An account of thee facts wa given by Pre ident . K. Pr l (of Lut,her 
College) in an address before Edda, at the State ni er ity of Iowa, Dec. 15, 
1905, on Pioneer Church n·ork Among the Norwegians in .Amerika, a brief ac
count of which appeared in Slcandinaven (Chicago) for Friday, December 20th, 
1905, over the signature -X. 

2 This settlement had been founded in 1830.- ee The Iowa Journal of History 
and Politics for July, 100·, p. 360. 

• See The Iowa Journal of History and Politics for July, 1005, p. 3 1, note 3, 
where an account of that intere ting expedition i quoted. 

• There were only fifty-two Danes in the whole of l\1itchell ounty a late a 
1870. 

i;- This is the year that I have alway understood to be that of the orgauization 
of the ynod, and writers usually give it o. Pr sident Preus inform me llow
ever, that the formal and act,ual organization wa not effected before October, 
1853. An account of the organization of the Synod in that year was given by 
Pres. Preus in the lecture before Edda referred to aboYe, note 1. 



it con tituti n and b cam it Pr ident, r ignino- how-
\ r in 1 ,~ n account 0£ poor h alth. "\Vhil lidng in 

Iowa h dire ted mi ionary work amoug the earl Dan 
in th tat and organized ,ariou ongr gati n . Th r • 

aft r he lfr d m ., ar in Yir ·inia and P nn yh·ania · in 
1 i h ace pt d a call t a .J.. T or,-r gian Luth ran ongr ga

tion in u tin Minn ota, wh r he · main cl till 1 5. II 
died in 1 2 in Paul lo "\"'\ a .. hington. In 1 56-:57 'la,u .. n 

e1T d in th le i latur £ Iowa a I pr ntati,· from 
"\"\Tinn hi li IIo,,ard, Iitchell, "\Y rth, and "\Yinn bago 

c untie . In th i vil "\Yar b wa app inted :fi. ld cha1 lain 
0£ the can<linaYian (15th) regiment 0£ "\Yi con in 1 by th 

o, rn r 0£ "Ti con in. '\Ye hall n w di cu briefly th 

rder and growth 0£ the arlie t ettl m nt £ Dan rn 
Iowa. 

"\'\nile th 1Iyn ter family formed th original nu leu of 
th xt n fre Dani h I pulati n 0£ ouncil 'Bluff it wa 
many year befor an thing lik a col ny can b aid to 
have be n e tabli h d at that plac . The tate 
1 56 gfr only thrt>e Dan £or Po tawattamie ounty 
th ere iding in Kan town hip· whil in 1 70 the popula
tion wa onl 32 . In the meantime a permanent ettle
ment wa e:ff ct d n ar Luzern in Benton ounty. In 
1 5-!-55 a party 0£ ixt n per on 0£ whom P t r Tikol
aj en and the brother do1£ Lundb rg and Yilh 1m 
Lundberg w re the 1 ad r located there. Th la t two 
were from oro Denmark. 2 Peter Tikolaj en wa born in 

1 An account of the tep that led to the organization of the famous 'J 5th 
Wi con in" at Madi on, Wi con. in, on eptember 15, 1861, i given in A.merika 
for December 15, 1905. 

a They both died in Iowa. 
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Copenhagen, 1 12, came to New York, October 29, 1851, 
and to Iowa three year later . 1 Nikolaj en wa a tailor by 
trade; later he became a lay preacher of con iderable note 
among the Danes and was withal a remarkable man, write 
Rev. P. S. Vig. 2 

The cen us of 1 56 how that there were mall settl -
ment in Center Township, Clinton Count , 3 in Iowa Town
ship, Jack on County, and in Burlington. The nucleu of 
a later ettlement wa al o effected at Elk Horn in helby 
County, the census of 1 56 showing that five Dane were 
then located in llen's Grove Town hip in that county. 
This ettlement, which extend into the neighboring county 
(Audubon), is now the large t Dani h ettlem nt in the State, 
the total number of Dane of foreign bir h being 2672. There 
are not, however, as many Dane re iding in ither helby 
or Audubon County alone a in Pottawattamie County, the 
total number in this county being 180 . 4 

"\Ve have seen that there were only three Dane in Potta
wattamie Count in 1 56. In that year, ho-wever ouncil 
Bluff and iciuity re eived material addition to it Dani h 
population, then w immigrants being part of a number of 
Iormon convert · brought from 01 enhagen that year un

der the leader hip of John Ahman on. In hi book, Vo,· 

Tid J.liulwm,mecl, 5 Ahman on de cribe th coming o-£ thi 
part of 162 Dane . 'Ihe account i of u:fficient intere t I 

1 Tikolaj en died in Cedar Fall , Iowa, April 2· 1903. 

r In letter of ovember 30, 1905. To Rev. Vig I am indebted for the facts rela
tive to the Luzerne ettlement. 

s The colony of the city of linton is of omewhat later date. 
4 The total number of Danes of foreign birth and foreign parentage in the 

three countie in 1000 wa about 10,000. 

• The Mahomet of Our Time, published in Omaha, 1 76. 
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think, to be quoted. Tb I art left open
hagen, pril 23, 1 56. On the 30th of April the team hip 

reach d Liverpool the -:!:th of l\Iay they left Livel'pool and 
on the 1-:1:th of Jun the landed in ew York. From thi 

place to Iowa it they travelled by rail und r the direction 
of the Mormon apo tle, John Taylor. "'\\ t of Iowa ity 
there were no railroad at that tim and the 1300 mil"' 
that were 1 ft to alt Lake ity therefore, had to be co,T

er don foot or by wagon, which wa po ibl only for tho e 
who had the n ce ar mean . Tho e who did not po e~ 
the mean to pa for uch conveyance, and that wa th 
larger numb r had th n to make the journey on foot. 
Mor over, the male tra-veller had to pull a handcart which 
weighed ixty pound . . . . . Mr. \.hman on became the 
lead r of the candinavian diri ~ion of a handcart train of 
500 p r on 2 from Iowa 1ity which they left the 26th of 
Jun 1 .:56 t alt Lake ity, which they reached the 9th 
of December. The journey led aero the prairie from Iowa 
City to the l\Ii ouri Rfrer the part being there ferried 
aero near the town f Flor nee, north of Omaha, which at 
that time formed the boundary between the "'\Vhit man and 
the R d kin. The journey from Iowa it to l\Ii ouri 
went along a river in the pre ent Elk Horn ettlement in 

h lb Count b "·hat i till known a the ::\Iormon 
track of that exp dition. ome of the party had become 
di heartened by the hard hip of uch a journey when they 
had arrfred at Flor nee and they refu ed to g an farther. 

1 From Vig' book, quoting the work referred to. 
2 Other pro elyte in this country having joined the party, what proportion of 

the e additional three hundred and thirty-eight were Dane I do not know. 
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-;\,Ian of th r pudiated l\Iormoni m ntir ly; whil other 
r maining ::\Iorm n tled in 'ouncil Bluff and other 

plac in we t rn I wa and a tern Xe bra ka." 
If th al o,· account i IT t, and th r i ,·er5' r a n 

to beli Y that it i , th olony of 'ouncil Bluff L the old
, t Dani h colony in w t rn Io,Ya, and on of th earlie tin 

the tat . 
Jack on Town hip in Lee ounty, had a Dani. h popula

tion f eight in 1 · .31i; hut I ha,· no r liabl £act r lati,·e to 

the formati n of thi ettl ment which numb reel. forty-on 
in 1 70. The Dani h colony of Da,· npor dat hack to 
the lat r fifti , the fir t Dan 1 ing Peter ... \n<l.er on hri -
tian Thomp on and Jen ::.\Iathi en. The cam betw en 
1 ' -7 and 1 60. 1 Th next Dane to arri,·e wa John J uhler 2 

wh cam from Alm ted Al n Bl wig, to Da,· nport in 
1 G 1. 8 \ft r 1 ' G:i immigrant ', mo tly from RI wio- cam 
in con id rable number . 

""\Y now come to the -call cl Elk Horn ttl m nt to 
1'·hich "- haY already referr cl al o,e a b ing er dited 
with a Dani 1-.. I pulation of fi ,·e in th •. 'tat cen u f 
1 ,56 . n ~ral Dane at pr nt r iding in • 'h lhy 1ounty, 
of whom I ha,·" mad im1uiry relatiYe to th arli ._t ttl -
m nt in the county ay h w ver that the fir t Dane to 

ttl in the count.~ came in 1 65-6 . I tak it that ther 
were Dan in 1 5 , a th Tnit d ' tate n u r c r l but 

I am inclined to think th y remained th r nly t m1 ra
rily, g ing 0011 aft r to th ttlement which wa th n be~ 

1 According to a letter from Peter Hansen of Davenport, who i , however, not 
able to give the preci e year. 

2 Born in 1 42. 

s John Juhler, howe,·er, soon left Davenport. 
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ing form d in Yan Town hi1 in Pottawattami ounty. 

The fir t Dan t p rman ntly 1 cat in th c unty w r 
it em , hri . hri ten n, born in D lclrup, ull rup 

dioc e, Denmark 1 ~ 5 and Lar Y ien born in Fr derik -
ha,n, Denmark, 1 2 . Th ttlec.l at 1uppy rove m 

I nr e Town hi1 in 1 6,5. 1 

In th y ar 1 67 P ter J n en born in Borglum dioce e 

D nmark came and ttl din the ame locality. 2 hri t n 
B rtram hri ten en from Alborg D nmark am m 
1 6 . 3 Th fir Dane in Harlan wa J n P t r or n n 
a brickmak r ,Yho cam from J t mark, D nmark in 1 '9.3 

J. P. or n en 1 the founder of the Dani h Bapti t church 
of Harlan, and . B. hri t n n wa oue of th charter 

memb r of the upp Grov Dani h Bapti t hurch. 
Th organ of the Dani h Bapti t church in America T7ceg
teren, i pu bli hed in Harlan. Th fir t Dan to ttl in 

la Town hip wa 'hri tian J n n, wh came ther from 
Moline, Illinoi in 1 6 . 'oon aft r came Ole Jen n 
who i till living in th to~'n hip. Th form r i from 
Hinde holm, near Y rtemincle in the i land of Fy n; th 
latt r i from th i land of :;\foen. In th following year 
many immigrant arri vecl from the e two i land a well a 
from 1Ero. Tho e who cam from 1Ero ettl d n ar the 
northern end of Indian 1r ek, while the immigrant from 
Fyen and Moen located 4 near the outhern extr mity of the 

1 Mr. Veien died in 1903. )Ir. Chri ten en still live on his farm at Cuppy' 
Grove. 

2 The e facts are according to a letter from Louis Christen en, Harlan, Iowa. 

a Letter from J.C. Lunn, Ilarlan, Iowa. Both Christensen and orensen are 
still living in the places where they first settled. 

4 Elk IIorn i Iowa, 1875-1900, by P. . Yig, Blair, Nebraska, 1901, p. 5. 
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'reek. In a ldition t th th ettl m nt frequently 
rec i,· d ace from arli r Dani h ttlement m lin

ton 'ounty Da\· np rt, I acin ("'\Yi .) hicago, and In
dianapoli~. Lat r it b cam in turn, th di tributing point 

for many colonie in T ebra ka l\Iinne ta and 1 wh re. 

Th ttlement in lud th town hip of la. , ::\Ionr . 

Fairvi "' Jack on, and Harlan· and xt nd into 'haron 
and aklancl town 'hip in Audnb n ounty and d ,Yn int 
Brighton Town hip a 'ounty. In tlantic ity th r 

i a con iderable Dani h col ny a al o in Knox T ·IYn hip, 1 

in Pottan·attamie 'ounty ju t outh f the Dani h tle
m nt in Fairdew Ton·n hip • h 11 y ount-. 

Th y ar foll ,Ying th lo f th Dano-Pru ian war 
inaugurat d an x en iY immigration of Dan from 1 -
wig. Th ttlem nt that ha<l. 1 e n b O'Un in I ,,a recefr d 

larg ace 10n luring thi tim and new oloni were 
form d 1 ewh r . De Ioine r cei,·ed it fir Dani h pop
ulation in the e year , th fir t Dane to ettle th r being H. 
P. Holm, wh came in 1 '7 . Iu that ame y ar came al o 

Iichael Laurit. en, from Da,·enp rt hri tian or n n, and 
Lor n Pet r n. Th e fir t £our Dan to ttl in 
J\Ioine w re from ~ T orth Sle wiO' 2 which wa c ded to 

6-4:, and the:· ar , th r f r entere<l. in the 

cen u a 
Rural ttl m nL ,,,. re 11 w £a t pringing up throughou 

1 The exten ive Dani. h population of Pottawattamie aunty i found almo t 
entirely in the we tern part of the count:. 

2 Accordina to a letter from my friend Prof. P. P. Hornsyld, of Grand ,·iew ol
lege, De )loines. The ame tatemcnt will al o hold true of Da\·enport. :For 
th e reason it i extremely difficult to ascertain the real treu.,th of the Dani h
peaking population of the tate. 
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the tate. Thu the exten ive colony of Dane in Cedar 

Fall , Black Hawk ount date back to about 1 60. In 

that ear ( or the following) hri tian P ter en from le • 

wig located there being the :fir t Dane in the county. In 

1 66 three young Dan came to edar Fall from Berlin, 
"\\ i con in. One of the e wa Jen nd r on who had 

been in America ince 1 57 and had erV"ed in the Civil 
"\Var. He now re ide in Blair, ebra ka. 1 bout the 

ame time Pocahonta County received it fir t Dani h pop
ulation, the fir t arrival being farcu Lind from Logum 
Klo ter, le wig who had been in m rica ince 1 50. 2 

About the ame tim came Han Lind from Mog lbonder 
le wig; 3 he ettled upon a farm in Pocahonta ounty 

about where the town of Rolfe now tand . Ile moved to 
Rolfe in 1 1. 4 

The ettlement in lear Lake CeITo Gordo ounty date 
back to 1 67 in which year Peter Jon en came being fol
lowed in 1 6 by hi two brother Loni and Lau t Jon
en, from Jutland· while in 1 69 Han Tel.en and Ole 

Marten en came from Lolland. 6 

Thi , then, bring u down to the year 1 67. The Dani h 
ettlement of Audubon and Ca countie are ub equent to 

thi yea!" they are in fact an ea tern and outhern exten ion 
of the Elk Horn ettlement, which, a w have een, had 
it origin in helby County. Elk Horn i the large t and 

1 Information in letter from P. . Vig. 

• I do not know where he had been located. 

a He had been in America since ).860. 
4 Ile is in the jewelry business, which had been his trade in Denmark. These 

facts were given to me in a letter by Rev. Vig. 
5 Facts according to a letter from John Rasmussen, Clear Lake, Iowa. 
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mo t proo-r i,·e Danish et tlement in the tat .1 II r 1 

al lo ate l th Elk H om High Reho 1 and olleg a. pro• 
gre i ,. Dani h pr parat ry chool upp rtecl by the church. 2 

Th ani h population of Mar hall and Hamilton countie 
dat from th · ar~ imm cliat ly followin · th period w 

ha, di cu Pel. Th Dani h city colonie and rural t tl -

m nt in the north rn arnl the n rthwe t rn part ' 0£ the 
' tate ar 0£ more r • nt formation. In late year Dani ·h 

immigration ha 1 een , ery mall and no n ,v ttlern nt 
ha,e Leen form cl in Iowa and rar ly 1 ewh r in the coun
try. Th chief iuflu nee 0£ the Dane ha b en in the outh
'1\" tern ountie £ th ' tate. To their mat rial cl , lop• 
rnent he ha contributed a larg hare. 

Tim 'L 1 E U XIYERs I T Y o .F I ow A 

I ow.J.. Cn Y 

EORGE T. FLOM 

1 A bri ef account of E lk Horn is given by l'. ~- Y ig in Elk IIorn i I owa , 
18i5-1900, pp. 1-!l. On pa!:, s 10-52 i, gi,·en a hi tory of the Dani h L utheran 

hurch at Elk Horn, wh ich wa organized i n 1 70. 
2 An account of the early day of it· h istory appear· in The T ransactions of 

the lf'i con in Acculemy of Sciences , ...:l rls anrl L etters, Yo!. XI, pp. 20-2.J. ; a l:o in 
The Register wul L.,ader ( De ;\loine ·) for ;\Iay 20, 1001. T he Principal of the 
chool i Re\. T h. X. J r ild, to whom I am indebted fo r orne fact relative to 

the Elk llorn et.tlement. 


