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The Thirt\ - ·econcl Ion1a I11£a11tr:'{ f "hich the ,·vrite1· 
~ . 

,,1a .. the fir t .L\.cljl1tn11t, ,,,,a "' lllll terecl into the l ... nited .. 'tate 

er\1i ·eon th Gtl1 clay 0£ ()ctober 1 62, at Cami) :b""'ranklin. 

in the ll])J)er 1)art of the cit)- of Dubu<1l1e. ur Colonel ,,n 

John ..._., cott of ~tor)- 'ol111t)' ,v·h ,Ya , elected t,;tate .._., e11a-

tor i11 1 59 l)llt re._jg11ed to e11ter the lT. S. 1nilitarj" ervice. 

Ile ,,·a lect d Lie11te11a11t Gov· r11or in 1 6 7. , ,.,. e tu. ed .. 

there a1)out five ,Yeek , recei ,-ring clothing for the men, ancl 
otu· al1no. t ,rorthle , gt111 lvhich ,, ere an old- t)·le 0£ Pru -

ian or I3elgian 111l1 ket. 'fho e olcl gu11s ,vere fearfully if 

11ot ,voncl 1~f11ll)' , 111ade-about a claugerol1 at the l)r ech a 
lJetore the 1nuzL:le. 'fh )7 ,vere continuall)T getting 011t of 

order, ancl Olll' gt1n- ·ruith al ,,·a) hacl re1)air job ahead. 
,, ... hile "e ,,r re i11 (,a.1111) Frankli11 ,, e ga\ e all 1)0 ... ible 

attention to <1uacl anc.l co1111)a11. clrill · t1ntler the tutelage 
of l\[n.jor BrolllJeck-a joll)r, beer-lovi11g Dt1bt1<1t1er ,,ho 
long ago pa ·etl on to hi re,,·artl. 'fhe olcl :\In.jor l1uder-
toou his bu ine .. , £or he hacl ser,ecl long, and 110 clot1l)t 

" "ell, in the Gern1an ar111:,7 • Like Gen. Fitz I-Ienr ,,T n.rren 

ho"·e\ r, he coulcl u e '' the energetic illiom '' upon occa ion 
thot1gh he ,va a kind-heartecl man ,Yhen )"Oll k11e,v· him "'ell. 

ne afternoon the regime11t ,-vas marchecl out £ro1u t.he 

ca1n1) near the l\Ii i i1)1)i I iv er to the high bltTff a half 
1nile a,·vay "Th re ,,Te hacl ot1r fir t ha1u battle. The men 
unaccu ·tomecl to t1ch ,~iol nt xerci e and to climbing hill 
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returned to cam1) much heatecl by thi ltnu t1al exe1·tion. 

On the way back I l)a etl one })OOr fellow-John J. Hart

man-:fi~om my to,,JJ, who wa . itting on the clam11 ground 

-with hi gun re ting acros hi la1). I told him 0£ hi great 

clange1· of contracting a cold and orderecl him to ri e an l go 

on to cam1). "'\Vithin the next ho11r or t,,·o he -nTa eized 

"rith a congestive chill, from which he clied before n1orning. 

Thi wa the fir t death in the regiment ancl it ca t a clot1Ll 

0£ gJoom o, .. er the entire command. He "'"a a neighl)o1· of 

mine at \\
7 

ebster ity, ancl I greatly aclmirecl the ro y
cheeked, tal1'·art yot1th, becat1 e of hi heroic action ome 

months l)efore ju .... a,Ting a man £ro1n (lrowning in the Boone 

l{i\·er. It wa an emergency rec111iring in ·taut action 

trength, and cot1rage. IIis tleath occurrecl ,.. o,·em ber 12 
1 G2 . 

B11t orclerc. ca111e one clay from Acljutant General 1 . B. 

Baker clirecting Col. , cott to take ri ,,.er tran l)Ortation to 

8t. Lot1is an(l repo1t with hi regiment to l\Iajor General 
1

am11el R. urti , who '\\ra.-. in commancl 0£ the de1)artn1ent 

of the ~Ii souri. Ot1r camp became a very l)u y })lace. 

Peo11le came in from the col1nties-IIarclin, Franklin, IIan

cock, -n.,..innebago, erro Gorclo l\Iar hall ,,Tright, I-Iamil

ton ,Vel)ster, Boo11e, ancl 'tory-iu -n-rhich the reg·iment hacl 

l:>een rai eel, to l)icl heartfelt gooclb3·e · to ht1sl)ancl , ons, 

and lov·ers, -n· ho had offerecl their 1)reciot1 li v·es to their 

cot1ntry a11cl were to depart on a jour11ey £1·om -n·hich le.~· 

than one-half ever retl1rned. .L\. brig·ht a11d beat1tift1l girl 
from ,"\.,..right ot1nt1- rode abot1t the cam1) '"'Tith my Yvife 

ancl ID)y""elf. ,, e pa~ eel the officer of Com1)any G, \'rho 

"Tere re })len(lent in the lJl11e ancl bra 0£ their ne"T uni-
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for1n . Li t1t. Ba1111011 Tira e. l)ecially fi11e looking. Queriec1 
the l)ent1tift1l ,,~ rio-ht "ot111t~T girl : Do ~ ou think he i ~ 

ugagecl ~ ,, £ cc,t1r-..e I cot1ltl not t 11 though I ho1)ecl not. 
Bt1t that hancl om tlicer ha l)een cleacl rna111- and 1na11,., a 

~ ~ 

) 7ear a11cl the "'\;'\Trio-ht ot1nty 111aiden i- no,,r a gra~y-hairecl 

gra11(lmoth r of De l\Ioine~. 
"'\\' e ,,·ere \Tery l)11 }. gett,i ug reacl , .. to go, 1J11t the cletni 1 

of our n10,1 ment ha,re l)rett)~ m11ch £aclecl fron1 my n1e1uor~f. 
"f:ver1rlJocl)T ,Ya 11len etl ,,~hen ,ve £01111cl 011r el ,·e"' afloat on 
the great ri\· r. I rememb r that ,,·hen ,,,.e reached Da,e11-
})0rt, ,Yhere ,\·e lancled f r a hort time E(l lvard Ru ell, 
,,Tho ,,·a the11 diti11g Tl,e Dlt l'l 111Jort Grt.zette came on 
l)oarcl 1Jringing a large n11mlJer of hi l)ll})er , "·l1ich he di -

trilJuted amo11g the men. nfr. -Ru sell ,,·a one 0£ the ,ery 
lJright ancl con ·cientiot1 I o,va editor of hi tin1e. Ile ,Ya 
to all i11te11t a11d 1)11r1)0 e a ra(lical antl ,,·hen 01ne year 
later the c111estio11 aro e 0£ 11utting uni ,·er al uffrage into 
the onstit11tio11 of thi ~tate be tot1tly contend J £or 
' c,triking ot1t the "Tord "hite. '' Ile macle -n·hat "·e called 

at that tin1e ' a c1unre, tand-u1) fight i11 the Repl1blican 
'tate C1011,·e11tion £or thi change in ot1r f11ndamental la". 

Tl1ere ,-va a large eleme11t in that cou,·ention heartily 01)
})0sed to gi\i11g uffrage to colorecl men, and the committee 
011 re --ol11tion re1)orted the regular pa1i:y 1)lat£orm, entir ly 
ignoring the t1uestion. But l\fr. Ru ,,ell then introducecl 
the l)l'0l)0 ition a au inclependent motion ancl after a JJro
tractecl contest it \Ya ado1)ted U})Oll a call of the cot1ntie"', 
and the Republican 1)arty of Ion a from thn.t time wa co111-
n1ittetl to im1)artial suffrage £or lrhite ancl colorecl men. 

Leav·ing· Da, .. en1)ort TI"e teamecl on llo1'n the ri,·er a11d 

• 



TIIE THIRTY- ECOXD IOWA. IN"FA ... TRY 

finally reachecl the cit)r 0£ 't. Loui . ,~ e went into cam1) 

at Benton Barrack . That afternoon Col. cott re1)ortecl in 

J)er on to l\Iaj. Gen. l11ti , ,·{ith IDJ" el£ ancl three or £ot1r 

of hi other officers. The General recei \Teel 11 ",.ith g·rent 

kindne s and wa much inte1~e tecl in our as a11 I o,va regi

ment. I had met him in a congre ional cli trict ~convention 

some time 11re,iou ly and I co11lcl ,-ery 1 lainly ee a differ

ence in hi , clemeanor from being '' a goocl mixer ' a a ca11-

didate for Cong·res and i1ajor General in co111mand of 011e 

of the 1)rinci1)al de1)artment 0£ the ,vestern arm).... On the 

following day the Colonel and ey·e1·al of our officer ,·i itecl 

the headc1l1arters at Bento11 Barrack "IT'he1·e eneral B. L. 

E. Bonneville "Tas in command. Gen. Bonne\·ille had l)ee11 

greatly di. tingui hed as a tra , ... eler and ex1)lorer at the heacl 

of a detachment of the army, ,,rhich ,vent aero the countrJ'" 

to the Pacific coast. IIis ad\·entures on that tri1) were re

,vritten from hi Joz1,·11ctl. by no les an author than ,,,..a h

ington 11·\"ing. The book-ne,er out 0£ print-has long· 

l)een one 0£ the cla ics in the history of western ex1)lora

tion. .1.\.t that time General Bonne\·ille wa a ,er}r old man 

though he wa till alert ancl ,igorous. I ha ,~e al wa re

grettecl that I dicl not form one 0£ the party which called 

111)on him. 1ill " ·ho 8aw him 11;re1·e ,ery much plea.sed with 

that a11cient relic of our military life. Ile died in 1 7 . 

A cou1)le of days late1· Col. 'cott received 01·ders to divide 

his regi1nent take ·ix com11anies to Tew 1Iadrid and leav·e 

the other four at Ca1)e Girardeat1 . This la t contingent "'"as 

under the command 0£ ol. Gu "'ta1:us A. Eberhart, who i 

now a 1·e iclent of the city of De :Oioine -a mo t g·enial, 

excelleut g·entlernan. a he ,,,a a "killed engineer and a 

• 
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l)rn ,Te a11cl 11erg tic -olcli r cll1ring the Ci ,1il ,,-ar. ,~ ..... L. 

ar1)~11t )r 110,v also of De~ :\Ioine of "·l1ich cit)· he "a 

once lecte(l 1ua.)1 0r ,,·a a ergeant in om1)any r "·hich 

,va tt 1)art of the a1>e "I"irar(lei1l1 contingent. 
Li )ut. ol. };;cl ,,Tarll II. l\Iix ,,·a e11t to .,,_..,. e"· l\1aclricl ,Yith 

tl1e six co1111)a11ie -- . I acco1u 1)anie(l him a that,, a to be the 

heaclr1l1art r of the regin1eut. ,, .. e hacl a , er)r })len.sant time 

for n 111011th or ix "·e l- after reachi11 thi latter J)O t 

thot1gl1 to,varcl ... the e11cl of t1r .., tH.)7 a great rnan)· of the men 
,rere ick ,,rith 1uea:--l . They hacl t1fferecl mt1ch frorn thi .. 
cli-ea e i11 Dt1 lJ11c1 ue. I fot111cl ol. ~Iix to be a ,1el')7 pleasant 
tl ~socia te i11cl ~e<l. II "1 t1 ~ t)mething of a ... cholar, cot1l(l 

r =>cite ,vhole })age from Shake J)eare, a11<.l :-aug 1un.ny S1 an

i h 011g . Ile ha<.l s1)ent 01ne time <)ll the I thrut1 .. of 
1>,111a111a nud in Ol1th \..1uerica aucl })oke the .,l)ani .. h lan-

gt1age lil,e a nati\ e . 
.... "T e,,1 l\Iadricl hacl l eeu ._ Olll time in the r>o e ion 0£ the 

1011te(lern.te l)efore the)- ,,·ere (lri\ e11 out, ancl ,, e occt11)ietl 

their <)l<l ca1u1), rrhi ,,ra -, "lll'l'OllU(letl by a cliteh, i11 front 

of ,, l1ich ,~ta ., au abati ., con i ting oi ma.11 1)i11e tree"', ,·rhich 

hacl l)ee11 har1)e11ecl and clri \·e11 into the grot111tl ,,rith the 

tol)" J>rojecting ancl the e had al o bec11 har1 en°cl. Fro111 
long negleet the (litch hacl i11 01ue l)laces filled up tt11cl the 

a1)ati ,yas con iclerably clecayecl. J t1 "t ot1t itle an<.l n.bo,·e 

our ca1n1) ,Yas a little star fo1t, ,ybich co,·erell 1)erha1):, au 

n.cre of grol111cl. po11 this fort there ,vere lllOt1ntecl ix 
eightee11 a11tl t\'ve11t)T•fOlll' l)OUllCler . rrhe fort ho\1·e,~er 

ha.ll not lJee11 clraine<.l a11d tbe "·n.ter toocl in it to the cle1)th 

of nearly a foot. There ,, a a magnii11e in the urrot111cling 

embaul{me11t ,vbicl1 "·a'-' o far ele, ated thnt it remainecl dr)"· 



ol. l\Iix ancl I et to work to put the cam1) in the 1Jest 

po ible po~tu1·e of tlefen ·e. \\7 e dra.i11 ecl the fort, clee1)enetl 

and cleanecl out the ditch t11·rouncling the camp and re1)aired 

the alJati . Only one roatl from the out ide country lecl 

into the camp, ancl acros thi ""e l)lacecl a })Ontl ero11s gate, 

which could be clo ed and fa tenecl at night. rl'he l)lll])O 'e 

0£ thi "-as to check any uc.lden raicl u1Jon ll from the Ollt-

·ide. J u~t at this time Gen. (urti ·~ ent clo,vn to u some 

eighty German artilleri t ,vho hacl 1·efu eel to I)erform mili

tary dut.}r, claiming that they were entitled to 1)e mu terecl 

o t1t. For the })re ent they were to be t reated a l)risoner N. 

,\
7 e were clirectecl to keep them in our cam lJ ancl take care 

of them until further order "'. They \vere ,,,.illing to l)olice 

their own camp, and if TI1e were attacked by a r ebel force 

they 1)1~omi ed to tan cl by us ancl :fight . 

.c\.bout tl1i time there was a great scare along the ~Ii · i -

--ip1)i Ri ~:e1·, ancl es1Jecially in southeastern I\ii ·ouri ancl 

acljacent portions of 'I ennes ee ancl I(entucky . F rom the 

,ve ·tit was tated that J eff Thom1) on was acl \~ancing 111)on 

ou1· l)O t with a force of two thot1sancl men. \\re hall only 

ix hundred of tho ~e 1)001' Pr11s&ian mt1skets and the cannon 

in t he fort for Yvhich la t t here ,,,.as little or no ammunition. 

rrhe rect1sant D11tchman took hold at once ancl set to '\"\1ork 

to com 1)lete the drainage of the £ort and al o loo keel tl}) ot1r 

resot1rces of })O"·<ler, h ot, and hell £or the 1Jig· guns. 

They re1)01tecl that the ammunition ou hancl ,,,.as almo t 
11 el e . The information 0£ the acl ,ance of J eff 'l"hom1) on 

,-ra o circ11m tantial that it seemecl to 1)ehoo, .. e Col. i\Iix to 

clo omething at once in the ,v-ay oi 1)re1Jariug for him. H e 

and I di c11 eel the matter, calling in .... ome of the ca1)taiu 
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of the co1l11)a11ie . The care had l)ee11 ... o general that no 
lJoat ,ver rt111ni11g 11 h ri·ver, and ,,,. "'ere 1''"ithol1t tele

gr111 l1ic com1nt111icatio11 ,,~ith the out ide "·orld. In nlldition 
to the 1ue11aee of Jeff Tho1u I) "011 the cot111tr)· ~va,.. rer>o1iecl 

to l)e ft1ll of ro,ring l n11d of guerrilla ,,~ ho ,·rere liable to 

a11110J' U at a11Jr ti1ne. 
1\.. ln,rge boarcl rnft de-tinecl £or i\fe1111)hi cs hacl la11dell . ome 

(1nj l)efore, a a 111 a ure of afet~, at ot1r cam1) ,vhere it 

\Ya ect1rel}r tiecl U})· The raft man had a. large kiff ca1)a• 

lJle of n il)~ carr)Ting eight men. I t1gge tecl to ol. fix 
tl1at if he ,,,.ot1lcl irnpre thie'O boat ancl gi,·e n1e a cletail of 
ix 1ue11 I woulcl row u1 to I land .1 To. 10, 1'hich ,,·a'"' abot1t 

t n 111ile arvay ancl see what could be clone in obtaining 

a111n11111ition £or our l)ig gun . .1:\ t fir t he thot1ght tl1at thi 
,, as ,,~holl)T i1npracticable, but I tolcl him there ""as a.lmo t 
e,rer)·,,·here a11 eddy on one i le or the other of the ri ,·er. 

I k11e"' thnt 0})po ite 11 tl1ere 1\'·a an eddy son1e three or 
f t1r 111ile in length 111) ,,,.hich the l.:>oat coulll ea il}~ be 

ro" eel. Ile sta1tecl at once £or the raft and in a £ew mint1te .. 
retur11etl ancl told 1ue that I cot1ld ha,e the -.kiff. I made 
1n)r detail of ix men and ta1ted about noon 011 my tri1. 

J oh11 Eel tei11, ,,,.ho 1Ya afterwarcl trea urer of IIamilto11 
Count)" £or ome ten year Jame B. ,, ... illiam , son 0£ 1\ rc1.j . 
\'7illiam ""\\Tilliams of Ft. Dotlge, 1Yho commanded the 

J)irit Lake Expeclition of 1 57, ancl Elias D. J(:ellogg, 0£ 
Algona, ,,,.ere of n1:y· l)art)·· The nan1e of the other I am 
unable at thi time to recall. The}T "·ere all good me11 
,,·hom I bacl kno,\ n l)eiore the ,,·ar. '\\re rowed straight 
acros the ri\'er. The l auk ,va s01ne fifteen to twenty feet 
high, back of "' hich the ground "·as le,·el and partiall3r co,·• 

• 



• 

TlIE THIRTY-~"'E OXD 101\TA 1:gFANTRY 77 

ered with bru h and timber. I ent 011t three men a kir

mishe1· directing them if they ran aero any rebel to :fire 

upon them, and then make a rush fo1· the boat. I promise(l 

not to de ert them whatever might ensue. ,\7 e reached the 

upper end of the eddy in a hort time when I brought in 

the men and "Te cro ed to the othe1· side, where I £011nd a 

imilar eddy and 1·owed up tream as before. 

\\' e reached Island .r To. 10 ome time before dark. Upon 

re1)orting to the con1111andant he informed me that he could 

upply us with a ton and a half of powder and shot and shell 

that would match our gun . Thi material wa brought 

from the magazine and depo ited on the bank. Informa• 

tion had been received in some ,vay that a steamboat would 

probably come dow11 that evening, the fir tin a "·eek or t en 

days. I orclered the men to take the kiff and go back to 

camp, ,,7hile I would wait and come "~th the ammunition. A 
teamer came about nine o'clock that evening and our mate-

11.al was v-ery quickly put on board. On reaching New 

Madrid the ammunition was unloaded upon the raft before 

mentioned, and I reti1·ed £01· the night to my tent very 

much tired after my experiences cluring the day. I antici

pated that before 1100n our ammt1nition -nTould be placed in 

the 1uagaziue iu charge of the Dt1tch artilleri t ~ who woulcl 

peeclily get the guns r eacly for action. ,,re "'ere all t111ite 

in hope that Jeff Thomp on wo11ld come on ancl attack u , 

£or we believecl that with the fort a11cl our entrenchment 

we cot1ld make a succe sft1l defense against his horde of 
· bt1tternut . '' 

The next morning, ho1'·e,er Col. 8cott had arrived from 

ape irardeau in a ljttle ferry boat callecl the ' Daven. 



-• 
• l , ,r . I l li ,.. i 1 1 11g l . ) -.i0111 l)fll' ~ T i11 th it. 7 £ )1' 

,,ra=-, 118111 cl n11{l l1a i l1acl 1 11 })lll'-. ha" cl 01' i1n-,, l1i ·11 i 
ll l' ~ lr,rice al 110· tl1 ~ ri,1 ~r. It l1atl le 11 ttll'll cl 

}ll'' •l 
o,· r t ol. ~ cot ,,·}1 ,y·u 11 i i11 1 l) i110' be "l' 11 b 
t1Y > ·amp~ in o which th 1· im nt had l, •en di,·id d. H 

·~\111 11 ,, ,. r ,,1i th a11 or l r \\ l1i · h ,,Ta- n sur1 ri"' anll a 

111or iticatio11 t l1i::; 111ma111. 'l"l1is )l'Cl r l1ad bee11 is .... 11 cl 
l)\T lr 11. '1110111ft \.] a,·i ..... ,,rhl ,va i11 ·01n111an(l at ol111n-

• 
l,11 . I,e11tt1ck\"r. ,.l,h ~ . 111111a11 l l £ 1 a,•ins \\1

tl. ,... i11 J' 11eritl 
• 

( rra11 tl i"ll ,art111 11t, ,vl1il , ,v ,,1 r :a i11 he clepart1n nt of the 

Ii~~o11ri. ·0111111a11tle,.l 1 -r • 11(:rnl t1rtis. ()ur i1u1u cliate 
• 

'Ollllll(lllll 1' ,,·as r 11 ·rnl E .... \ . 'ttl'l'. D,1\ ie"' a "'Ulll tl. 110,Y-

('\1 ~r t11nt lie h1ltl a right t c 111111n11cl tol. ~cott. n11(1 orcl reLl 
l1i111 to t~tk) l1i six ·011111ani ... nutl 0 • ,,ritl1 th m to l~t. l)il 
lo,v rt11c1 r ~1)ort to ol. ,, olfe of th Fift~ - eco11(l I11diaua 
J 11 ra11tl')T. \\rl10 \,·~l tl1ere in 'Olllllltl.ll(l. 'l'h-> follo,, .. ing i-- U 

·c>1)~T of th i.., ·t1 ri<)llS ortl r :-

llE.\D(!U,AH r1:11~ I 1 ·rr1 T 01-· 01. .. )tnt -... 

01. :\tn • J(y., I)ccc111l,cr 27, 1802 . 
• 

J.:"f ~,,,. i\ladrill, ~lo., \)111111anlling 32 Io,va: 

\ on ,,· ill i1111nc<l11.tt•l~ proecct1 to ~e,, :\Indrid, bnrn the gnn c:-tr

riag ,, and ,vood ~n 1,lat f\._)l'lll'·;, -..pike tl1c gnn~ nud cle,t 1 oy tl1c nn1111u

nit ion totally; tal~ • the sa111e 1,oat a11ll proccet1 to li'ort I illo,,·, unc1er 

•onvoy of l-jnn lloat, and r pllrt to (. ulon 1 ,,,.. olic, 
1

01111110.nding 

tl1at place. 
( 'igncd) 'I'u ):;\I,~ ..c\ . D.\,· 11~5'. 

Brigadier (.;encral. 

1 01. .. · eott ,vn'"' of ·ot1r~e 111 >S relt1cta11t to r · i,· autl 

re-pect uch an order from a .; •u ml to "ho e command h' 
li<l Ill)t l) ·ll>11g l)t1t (i 11 rals 'l '11ttl a11(l ~ i-.c k ,,,. re at 
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olt1m bl1 and in ,-ieTI'" of the great scare i11 '" hich General 
Da ,·ies })articiJ)ated they acl vi eel ol . 1-." cc>tt to o l)e)T the 
order · but our ix co1111)anie · with C1ol. l\Iix and 111J,.., el£ 
were hea1iiily 0J)})0 eel to taking thi te1). \\7 e felt that it 

,·(a do u bt£ul ""' hether the care had an )'"th i11 g tJehi 11cl it · an cl 
then, Gen. Da,·ie had no 1·ig·ht to co1u1nancl Col. Rcott. 
0111· officer ancl 111en -were t1nanimou in urgi11g hi1n to di -

obey the orde1·. But he wa inflexil)le 011 thi 1)oi11t and 
ga,~e orcler that the command houlcl be put in reacline to 
move whenever a COUJ)le 0£ teamer came <l.o,,~n to take u 

to Ft. Pillow. The stea111er ca111e that night, or next morn
ing, accom1)anied by a tin-clacl ' gt1nlJoat. The e 'tin-
clad were im1)ly gunboat " .. hich -n·ere l)rotectecl l) .... })late 
of lJoiler iron, and T\'ere onlJT of a,ail a agni11 .. t n1all arm . 
A six-pound hot would have torn their u111)er "'Ork to 
J)iece , but a there 1\"e1·e no ix-1)ot111clers ar1·a}·ecl ag·ainst 
u they an ,rered our l)urpose. ,,Te took the steame1· dur

jng the £ollo'\\1ing clay and accom11anied l)}T the ''ti11-clad '' 
. ailecl a'\\"a £or Ft. Pillow. l\Iy })Owder had been car
riecl into the magazine next the ri ,·er, and our order from 
Gen. Da~:ies tiJ)ulated that 1ve "·ere to spike the g·11n . 
bt1r11 the carriages ancl l)lO\'V 111) the magazine. Thi la t 
,,rork v.ras takeu in charge by the officer of the gunboat 

"·ho J)re1)arecl long· fuses reuching 1)erha1) one hu11L1.rec1 or 
more feet to the po'1~cler in the ruag·azine. It wa some 
111int1te 1Je£ore the J)11tte11ng fil'e reached the three thot1. and 
l)Ound of l)owcler. In the meantime ,ve had })l'Oceecled 
})erhap a mile nrhen the magazine ble,v U}) , .r\. g·reat col
umn of cl rt ro e, a1 J)arently two hunclrecl or tru:ee ht1ncb:ed 
feet in the air. For a.11 instant it wa ha1)ecl li]~e a l)t111clle 
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of ,vheat a11t1 ,,re co11ld J)lai11l)· ee the hell exi)loLling 

throl1gh tl1e cloucl 0£ l t1 t. · 
'fhe tri1J do,vn the ri\ .. er "·a " 11ne,·entful, though the 

,,Teatl1er "·a gr ,ving n1uch cold r ancl the no1th " rind ""a 
, 1 ry fierce. "\\Te landecl at Ft. Pillow a.bout the middle of 

th after11oon and the 111en at once ,·rent on hore. The 

colcl wa con ta11tly increa iug an(l the men ,\·ere without 

t'.)11t"' . I r meml)er that I a . i. tecl au orderly in 1)11tting U}) 

Ill)' te11t. It ,,a a haru tr11ggle ,v·ith the "·ind to keep the 

tent rect u11til the })eg coulcl lJe clri\"'en into the grouncl to 
holcl it i11 it~ 1)lace. t1r 111)per wa cool{ecl b)T 0l1r colored 

· '"\.l1nty ' i11 the 01Je11 air. .L\. cu I) of coffee ome boiled 
cocl ti h, auc.l brea(l com1Jo ed the meal. The poor 1nen su£. 

fered tearfully cluring the night. Iany of them were ju t 
reco, eri11g from the 1nea le when ,,,e left our com£orta.ble 
camp at ... e,,, ,Iaclritl and were co1111,elleLl to leep in the 

op 11 air on the grouncl. It i little woncler that many 0£ 
the e con ,-ale cent took e·\"·ere cold and died during the 
next t,, o or thr e ,y·eelr . In the morning the grouncl was 

CO\ .. erecl ,vith now, b11t the "1incl had gone doTI'n and it wa 

11111ch en ier getting about. .1\.s oon a 1)racticable lt1mber 
,ra ec11recl ancl a hospital hantjT erected in which the ick 
men -nl'ere l)ro,-ide(l for as con1fortably as po ible. O11r 
metlical attenclance, headeLl by Dr. ". B. Olne}r 0£ Ft. 
Dodg , ,·va e, er)rtbing that coulcl be cle irecl, ancl be ga, .. e 

unre111itting atter1tion to the ick 1ue11. Our ha1)lain L. . 
C1ofri11, also of Ft. Dodge, who ,,,as later one of the Boarcl 
of Ion1a l">ailroac.l 'iommissiouer , ministered faithfully to 
the ick ancl " ·as constantl)T 011 cl11ty with them. I-Ie i, till 
li·viug (11early 8;) )- 0 ars of age) on hi £arm three miles from 

Ft. Dodge. 



Col. E. H. -nr olfe wa in command 0£ the Fifty• econd 

Indiana Infantry at Ft. Pillow, and a his con1n1i ion wa 

olde1"' than that 0£ ol. ~cott, he remained in chief commancl 

0£ the l)O t . By hi permi ion Col. cott was allowed to 

take the little Da,enport'' ferry boat and return to a1)e 

Gu"'ardeau, w he1·e he re1)01~ed by telegraph to Gen. Carr, hi 

immediate commancler at t . Louis. Gen. ar1"' 1·esented our 

lea Ying New :J1ad11.d very bitterly, and ordered Col. cott to 

consider bi111 el£ under close arre t until cha1·ges could be 

pre£e1Ted again t l1i 01 for abandoning his l)O tin an unjustifi

able manner, and also fo1· having £ailed to put it in a posture 

0£ defen e. This last charge wa an egregious blunder, for· 

everything po sible had been done to increase the defense 

0£ the IJO t up to the time that the orde1· came for its evact1-

ation. We aw no 1nore of the taunch little steame1~ 

'Da~en1)ort. ' It had cea ed to be an a1)pendage of the 
Thirty• econd Inf an try. 

Considerable corre pondence enst1ed between Gen. Carr· 

and Gen. Cu1·ti in which the former manife ted a very vin

dictive pirit toward Col. cott, taking no account 0£ the 

tatement of Gen. Da\-ies as to the danger in which he con

idered the post along the river from Confederate attacks. 
Col. cott wa con:ficlent that the order for his arre t would 

be countermanded as soon as Gen. Davies could explain 

matter to Gen. Carr. This did not follow, ho'\"\7 eve1~, and a 
milita1·y commi sion "v\'as organized to investigate the subject 
ancl detero1i11e the 1·e ponsibility of the officer or officers con

nected ,vith the affair and whether or not he or they shoulcl 

be di mi ed from the service of the United tates. Brig. 
Gen. ,,rilliam IC. trong was p1·esident of the commission 

• 
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and 101. 1\lb rt . Brackett wa the recorder. ol. Brackett 

,va retir d from er\·ice in 1 }) 1. I-I had ri en from the 

rank in the ca,alry , er\Tice until he wa commi ioned 

olonel. Ile d er,·ed t ha ,·e been made a Brigaclier Gen

ral. I·I e ,ra a bra\"" and efficient officer and l)ecame the 

author of t"·o , .. aluable volume of war lJook . One wa 

Gen. L r1ne s Brigr1(le i1i Central Jie.1}if)o ,· the other a Hi • 

tory o.f tlie "C!ziterl ,. tctte C'avctlry. fter hi retirement he 

ettled in De :i\Ioine , Iowa where he remained £or a ,ear 
~ 

01· t,vo ""h n he remo,"ed to , a hington re iding there until 

hi death in 1 96. About the tin1e 0£ hi retirement from 

service, he al " '"l'0te a 1nagazine article in which he fully ju • 
tified the action 0£ both Da,·ie and ,cott nlthot1gh he told 

me that it ""a a mo t ingt1lar ca e and one that pt1zzled him 

exceeclingly. In concurri11g in the ,erdict that neither Da

, .. ie nor 't cott hould be cli mi ed from the er,ice, or e,;ten 

cen ured, he eemed to ba e hi action U})0n ,,·hat he con id -

ered their hone t e timate of the circum ta.nee by which 

th y " 1ere urrounded. I ha~e earched £or ol. Brackett' 

a1-ticle recently, but ha,e not been alJle to find it. I wa 

anxiot1s to read it again and ol:>tain certain fact which I can

not recall at thi"' nrriting. I ha\"e been t111able to find men

tion of it e\"en in Poole' c'\ Ii2dex, o I u11)0 e it ,va })rintecl 

in ome perio(lical not indexed in that })ll blication. Col. 

cott was di charged fro1u arre t at the clo e of the trial and 
at once returned to hi command, where he wa mo t cordi

ally "relcomed by officer and men. In the meantime our 
regiment had built hou e on a little eminence ju t abo,·e the 

landing and had made them qt1ite comfo1i:able. There "~ere 

many abandoned log hou e in the co11ntry adjoining. \\Te 
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tore down ome of the e and drew the material into camp 
where they were again erected. ome of the men I)lit 

'' hake ' in l)ioneer Iort"a style mth which they covered 
the roof in lieu of hingle . apt. John R. Jone , of But

ler County, even made hi hou e more comfortable with 
green blind -which he found omewhere. . 

A word about the care. It had no foundation in fact. 
Jeff Thomp on wa not preparing £01· and had not e,7 en con
templated an advance u1)on ew ]\,fad.rid. The report 

which reached u " '"ere im1)ly £al e. "\Ve could get no rt'ell 
defined account of guer1·illas rt'"ho were aid to be 1)row ling 
about the country. I£ there were any of the e unauthorized 

and irre pon ible troo1) they tayed ome di tance inland 
where they could not be 1~eached. 

I ha\"'e an intere ting little memento of 'Ji. J eff Thomp
on, B1~igadier General of the ~fi ouri tate Guard.'' Our 

cout one day brought into camp a certain Loui Lebecker, 
who wa found u piciously prowling about the count1·y. H e 

had a pa 1 which ufficiently explained it elf, and of which 
thi i a copy :-

JAcrr o."", lYI1 ., OcT. 28th, 1862. 

1Ir. L ouis Lebecker, formerly of t. L oni , late of the onfederate 

tate Army, i the bearer of a communication from me to the lY1i -

ourian a semlJling in outh Ea t Mi .sot1ri. All l)as e and facilitie 

which may be xtended to him by the patriotic people of Arkan a , 

will confer a favor on 11. J EFF T110MPSO~, 

Brig Genl M. . G. 
1\-Ir. Lebecker is a gentleman and can readily identify himself. 

A ide from the mortification which this needle evacua-
1 The original is preseITed in the Aldrich collection of autograph letters, man

uscripts, and portraits in the State Historical Building, at Des Moines, Iowa 

♦ 



tion cau"'ecl our men there wa the de truction of govern

m nt })ro11ert)"'· It "'°a v·er5T annoying to u all to ee the 

fire "' ligl1ted 11nder the gt1n ,vhich oon de"'troyed th carri

aO'e . , en. Da,·i ·aid in one 0£ hi letter~ that he orderecl 

the gun t be pikecl " rith ' oft iron, ' but tho e word 

were not inclt1ded in the order ""hich he ga,·e to ol. cott. 

ur men had not been in ervice long enot1gh to ha ,·e 

acq t1irecl much di cipline, and when they had carried their 

impediment'\ to the boat a fi1·e b1·oke ot1t in the barrack 

,vhich ,'Vere ,·ery oon all ablaze. They "·ere completely 

cle tro;yr d. They were howeve1· for the mo t part mere 

hantie ancl the lo wa trifling. 1'\There the)~ once stood 

there "Ta 1 ft but a blackened wa te; ancl when the po t r1ta 

again occu1)ied the barrack had to be 1·ebt1ilt. The £01t TI'"a 

so much of a ruin that I do not believe it wa e~er repaired. 

Thi eparation of the regiment wa mo t vexatiot1 in 

ma113T respect , e })ecially in the matter 0£ compiling return 

and report . There wa another matter ,vhich cat1sed con

siderable vexation. The Fifty- econd Indiana Infantry wa 
really a pro- lavery regiment, always reacly to dri,·e the re. 

groe " ·ho came to the po t, back into la"e1·y. In fact, an 
ex-Confederate captain by the name of Jone , who li, ... ed with 

hi father-in-la,v near Durhamville, ome fifteen or twenty 

mile inland, wa allowecl to come into the po t and drive · 
out two colored men-1,\7illiam and Coleman-who were in 

the employ of our,vagon-master, and take them to his home. 

He di·ew a big pistol and told them to ''march' -and they 
marched. The rl'hirty- econcl Infantry prote ted o vigor

ously against this high-handed outrage that a small detach

ment of men was allo"yed to go out and bring in the K egroes~ 
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Among the officerN who went with that little party were 

apt. Cadwallader 0£ ompany K, and Lieut. T. . 1\IcCall, 

who surn ved hi 111ilitar erv-ice many year erving after 

he reached home a term in the Iowa 'tate enate. He died 
about a dozen year ago. 

In one re pect thi may have been a good thing £or the 

regiment, for in it di"\"'"ided state it wa not ent into battle 

but remained guarding bridge and doing -very irk ome gar• 

1·i on errice. Both officer and men era ved to be united a 

when we ailed out 0£ Dubuque to go to the front. Thi 

privilege wa denied them t1ntil about the time 0£ the Red 

River expedition when the t,ro ection 0£ the regiment 

came together and took 1,art in that memorable march. I t 

participated in the capture of Ft. De Ru y ancl in the l)attle 

0£ Pleasant Hill, Loui iana. In thi la t di a t1~ou affair 

about one-half of the officer and men were killed or wounded. 

The brigade 0£ which it formed a pa1i ,va commanded by 

brave old ,ol. \\7illiam T. haw, of the Fourteenth Iowa 

Infantry, now re iding at Anamo a, Iowa. Descending the 
river, it took part in the battle of l "T ellow Bayou, 1 where 101. 

haw in di obedience of }JO iti, .. e orcler fought a plendid 

battle and by hi coolne and g·ood judgment a, ... ed the 
brigade from capture. 

HARLE ALDRICH 

1 
ee .1\IaJ. W . G Donnan's account of The Last Battle of the Red R rver Expe

dition in the Annals of Iowa, 3d erie , '\rol. VI, pp. 241-2-!i. 
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