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'fhe hi tor,y of 1

,,. di h migratio11 to thi cot111tr)r 1)ro1)-

rl )"'" begin ,,·i th the .:aili11g of 11 I~ al111a1· . ·k<l 1 1 a11(l the 

Fa.gel G1·i1) 2 in the latt 1· 1)a1t of tl1 : ar 1 ,. :-{ 7 antl the 

e tabli hment of the ~ ',,·ecli~h C<)lori)T r>tl tl1e l) lla,,'a1·e ir1 the 

follo""i11g )·ear. The colo11ial 11t 1·1)ri e ,,,hi ·h tht1 re 11lt (l 
in the founding of th tate of Ne,,~ ~,,~f.lcl 11 i11 ,,,hat 11,1,,.r 

com1)ri e Delayr·are the cit)' of Philacl ')l1)hia a11cl a<lj<)i11i11g 
1)a1t of P nn )"l \ ania a11cl .1..,. e,v· J e1· f:)" ,, a fir "'t J)roj )cte<.l 

by ,,7 ilhelm "C elincx th 01·ga11ize1· of tl1e l)t1tcl1 ,,... t 
India om1)any and definitely })lann (1 lJy J)ete1· l\Iin11it 

one time Go\~e1·no1' of X e\,T .1. T ethe1·la11l1 . 3 It had th a11c­

tion and indeed the acti \ tl})J)Olt of Cit1 ta\1 U 1\clol11l1u , 
and upon hi death at the lJattle of Liitze11 i11 1G27 ,,,.as })I'O­

moted and executed in accorc.lance ,vith the king' 1 ,,-i he by 
his great chancello1' Axel Oxen tje1·na. 4 'fhe hi to1·y of 

1 1'he Key of Kalmar. 
2 The Griffin. 
8 From 1626 to 1632. 
4 The proposal submitted by Usselincx ai1necl merely at tl1e formatior1 of a 

commercial company. The warrant for tl1e establishment of st1ch a company 
was issued and signed by Gustavus Adolpl1us on l)ecember 21, 1621 On ~fay 1, 
1627, a commercial company, endowed witl1 the privilege of fol1nding foreign 
colonies, was then incorporated at Stockholm. According to the broader plans 
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weden a a political state form an intere ting and 

important chapte1~ in American political hi tory; but to di • 
cu that hi to1·y in thi connection ~ .. ould take l1S beyond 

our· present l)urpose. 1 Tor can \1re gi \"'"e it anything but the 

briefest mention even a a part of s~redi h American immi­

gr'ation hi to1~y. That the expedition of 162 wa the :fi1·st 

one f1~om ~Teden to Arn e1·ica has been definitely establi hed, 

although certain hi torian ha,te stated that an expedition 

took place in 1627; other again that one took place in 

1631. 2 The expedition of 1638 was composed of about 

:fifty coloni t from weden and H olland. How many 

\\
1 edes there were we do not kno1'r. The lieutenant, l\fan 

Kling, is the only one exp1·es ly named. I--Ie is, then, as 

far a can be a certained the first S-nrede to vi it America. 

Reo1"us T o1·killus,3 a minister, i named a accompanying the 

of '' the Defender of the Protestant Fai tl1 in Europe,' i t was not, however , to be 
merely a commercial enterprise, bt1t, in the language of Provost tille, '' The col-
011ists were sent out under the King's express protection as the vanguard of an 
army to fou11d a free tate, where they, and those who might join them, from 
whatever 11ation they might come, might be secure in the enjoyment of the frt1its 
of tl1eir labor and especially of their rights of conscience.'' I t was to be a refuge 
for oppressed Protestants from every countr:y-.-See The P ennsylvan,ia 1fagazine 
of History an,d Biography, Vol. I, p. 160. 

1 The Pe11nsylvania Ilistorical Society has published a great deal of material 
relative to the colony.-See The P ennsylvania Magazine of Ilistory and Biog­
rapliy, Vols. I-XVI; especially the arti cle by Professor C. T. Odhner on The 
Foundin,g of New Sweden, 1637-1612, in volt1mes III- IV, t ranslated by Professor 
G. B. l{eer1; and an article on The H istory of New Sweden, by Professor lCarl 1{. 
S. Sprinchorn, in volume VII; also numerollS contributions by Professor George B. 
l(een, Secretary of the ociety, himself a desce11dant of J oran I(y11, ,vho emi­
grated from Upland, weden, to Delaware in 1642. Provost Charles J. tille, 
( University of Pennsylvania) President of the Society, who is quoted above 
also comes of the Delaware stock. His ancestors emigrated to D elaware at an 
early date. 

2 Incorrect also is the date 1634, given by Nicholas Collin in The Pennsylvan,ia 
Magazine of History and Biograpliy, Vol. XVI, p. 349. 

8 Certain writers are mistaken when they say that T orkillus came in the first 
expedition. 
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econd expedition in l l)4(). .J. To Ii._ t 0£ the C<)l 11i ·t " 0£ 16~ 

and 1640 ha bee11 fot111cl, 1)ut the llo) al \1·chi \ e. i11 ~tock­
hol1u contain a 1·011 of name.· of )) 1·. 011 i11 Ne,,- ~ ,,,·ed n 

till Ii \"·ing in l\Ia~- 16.J ancl ._'l) cific m 11tio11 i 1uacl :l of e\·­

e1·al who cam i11 the Ir )- of Kal1ua1·. 1 \111011g th e i n1 11-

tioned Pete1· G. Ran1bo niagi trat of tl1 J. ,,,~ec.li~l1 C<)l<>D)7 

,, ho died in Philadel1)hia ( 1ol1nt)· 1 (>U n a the la..,t, 111·\1 i\ .. O1· 

<)f the fir t t,,To exp clitio11..,. Tl1 1· ,,, r i11 all t 11 e .. XJ) .. cli­

tion , the la t 011e a1·ri\ ing in 1 <>f>u afte1· th<J ·olo11j7 l1acl 

J)a . ed i11to the hand of th Dt1tch. 
,\... ha\·e een hat alrea<.1)7 i11 t l1 econcl •x1)eclitio11 a 

mini t er acco111 })aniecl th cc>lo 11i ""t ,,· l1ile i 11 tl1 f <>111tl1 X })e­

clition comu1ancled b j,. Go\·e1·1101· l)ri11tz the gt>\ .. er11111 11t 

..,ent a econcl })reach 1· of the i 0~1)el ,J ol1ar111e.,;J '~11111)a11i 11 , 

f1·om tockholm. The home ht11·cl1 the11 .. ~talJli 11 cl at 
the ,·e1·y beginning a 111i'-' io11 i11 .,. Te,,, ._' ,,1 eclen: a11cl tl1i 

mi . ion lastecl l.>1 3--- ear., 01· 130 .-ear aft :11• , ,, .. ~ \'\1ecle11 

had cea ed to exi. t a a political tate. 2 Li11gt1i tiuall)7 al o 

the colony continued to lJe ~ 1 ,,,ecli h th1·ougl1 all tl1 J> riod 

of Dutch and Engli h occt11)ancy a11cl alr110. t to the e11cl of 
the eighteenth ce11t11r)7 • 

3 l)u1·i11g all thi ti1ue th.. tate 
cht1rch at home st1p11lietl the colon)r ,,-itl1 teacl1er --- a11cl 
preache1· of the gospel, ,,,.ho tat1gl1t a11cl J>I't'achecl i11 the 
'~ .. edi h language ancl ,,,.ere an ,, .. e1·al)le i11 e\·e1•jr ,,,a)r to the 

Con istory at ' tockholm. 101·eo\"'e1·, the cht11·ch 1·eco1·cls of 

1 Cited by Professor Odhner, p. -102 They caine, therefore, in 1G38 or l u-10; 
but it would seem that those 111c:ntionecl by I>rofE:ssor Odhner can!e in the latter 
year. 

2 ee The I owa Journal of Il1story a,ul P olitics, J anuary, l !l05, J). 340, aucl 
L..,.1igdomsoann.en, for F ebrt1ary, 1003. 

11 That is, a very considerable nu!u ber sti 11 u11derstood tl1c 8" e,l is11 langnaf,e. 
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the colony offer ml1ch valuable 1nate1·ial regarding the later 

histo1·y of the colony. Thu v\Te learn that in 17 54 the1·e 

"\\rer e th1·ee hundred and fifty-three per ons in Racoon and 

P ensneck l)ari he only "Tho cot1ld read the wedi h lan­

gt1age well.1 Down to thi time at any rate we may say 

that in gene1·al the colony was bilingual and largely Swed­

i h. A£te1· about 1750 the Americanization of the younger 

generation wa more I'al)id. In 17 5 ""\Vicacoa ,.,estry peti­

tioned the Consistory that a clergyman hould be commi1 -

sioned £or that pa1·i h and that he should be 1)e1·mitted occa­

sionally to preach in Engli h. 1 In 1765 the1·e are instruc­

tion to Re,r. Borell to preach alternately in S,,redi h and 

English in the new church at Kingsessing. 2 The last Swed­

i h mini te1· in the colony ,va icholas Collin; he was com­

missioned in 1770 and was after 1791 the only wedish 

ministe1· left. Almost down to hi death in 1831, he p1"eached 

twice a month to a small congregation in v,ricacoa 1)a1·ish. 

N 01·elius writes in his Histo1)y of) tlie SloediL·li Cliit1~cli 3 that 

in 1868 he met in Philadelphia a S?{ecle, E1·ik Alund, who 

had come to Philadelphia in 1 23 and who remembered 

well Rev. Collin. A 1'Triter 4 in l1igclo1nS?)itn11,en £or Febru­

rua1·y, 1903, state that there are still living in Philadelphia 

1 Facts gathered from The Pennsylvania ]Iagazine of History and Biography. 
2 Ne,v cl1urches at Upper l\1erion ( now S,vedeboro) and Kingsessing· (now 

Darby) were built in 1762. 
3 De Sveriska Luterslca Forsamlingarnas ocli Svenskarnes Historia i Amerika, 

Rock Island, 1800. The work covers 871 pages. For many facts in this article 
I am inclebted to this valuable work and hereby acknowledge gratefully help 
otherwise given me in letters by its en1inent author, Rev. E. orelittS, of Vasa, 
11in11., Presi<lent of the Evangelical Lutheran At1gustana Synod. 

4 Edi tor Ander chon, of Chicago, whose series of articles in Ungdo1nsvan,nen 
for 1902-1903 forms the most thoroughgoing investigation of the later history of 
the colony that we have. .. 
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an inte1·e ting £act that 011e of th .1 fir t i111111io'1•a11t £1·on1 

"·eden in th 11inetee11th ce11 tt11·y £ol1ncl i 11 thi ~ col1ntr)· tl1e 
la t li\ring immigran to th col<->11). fot1ndecl in 1 o:3( on the 

Dela""a1·e and ""ith ,,-ho111 h cot1l<.l till . }) al .. i11 l1i n,1ti \ e 
tongue. 

1£ it be a.·ked ,,h:r the1· 1·e ulte<.l 1101)er111a11e11t 1.
1

\\T (lish 
immig1·ation to a colony o fi1·111l}T "'talJli~l1 d th a11 ,,T 11· 

will not be difficult to tin<.l. I ,,,a J)t1rel) a go, 1·11111 .111t 

unde1·taking and ,,·ith th lo of tl1 Jll'O\ ince the \\ etli h 

go'"·e1·nm nt no long 1· l1acl all) int r '"' t i11 i a a ·olo11iitl 
ente1·1)1·i :-.e · and £u1the1·11101•(.1 the colo11i~ t l1acl 11<1t, l)ee11 

1·ecruited from tho e cla e "rh .inc all)7 extencled er11igra­

tion mo \·eme11t "roulcl ha,, to co111 . It i (lou }J f til if 
kno,,,ledge of the e~i t nee of the lololl)7 had 1· :111~ r renel1ed 

the common cla. e of ~"'eden and th 1·ural cli t1·iet '. 
Amba .·a<l.01· l{. L. ~ '1nith ,,·rite that du1·i11g t\V'O )'et11· ... 1·e i­
dence in -,,v den a .1:\.111lJa ado1· ( le. 1()-12) h 11e, e1· 11ea1·d 

any mention made 0£ the colon)7 on the ])elri,,Tare l)e)1 0r1d 
the £act that a mi· ion hacl ea1·lyr \7 i ited ..,.\..111erica ancl l1ad 
built chu1·che and p1·eached the gol. })el the1·e. 2 \.11cl, finalljl", 

it mu t al o be bo1·ne iu 1ni11d that the clifilct1ltie i11 tl1e ,v·ay 
of emig1·ation fro111 1- ',,·e<.le11 l)efo1·e 1 '40 ,v·e1·e ,,rell-11ig·h 

in u1mountable to that cla s that ha al "'a) bee11 rno t 
" 

largely re1)re ented amo11g im1uig1·ant ettlers i11 .1\1ne1·ica. 
In the eighteenth ct1ntt1ry a nu111be1· of fo1·a\ iau emi­

grated £1~om the "candina~:-ian cot1nt1·ie 3 to Pe11n yl \·ania a11d 

1 See also German, Anierlcan Annals for 1003, p. 372. 
2 The Pennsylvania Jlagazine of llistoty and Btography, Vol. I, p. 154. 
8 See The Iowa Journal of History and P olitics, Ja11uary, 1005, I), 08. 
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j_ orth Ca1·olina. A l\Io1·a,Tian ociety had been formed in 

tockholm in 1740. As ea1·ly a 1735 German l\Io1'a\'ians 

e tabli hed a colony in a1?annah, Georgia, and in 174:0 a 

la1·ge1-- and mo1--e pe1·manent colony \\ras founded at Bethlehem, 

P ennsylvania. 1 In a later colony e tablished at Bethabara, 

North Car·olina, not a few Scandinavians took pa11, as many 

Swedes seem later to ha,re emig1--ated to the church at Beth­

lehem. Thi latte1-- wa located not fa1-- from the Delawa1--e 

colony and the record how that there was con .. iderable 

inte1·cour e bet\\'"een the two and that ome of the Delav{a1·e 

wedes joined the l\Ioravians at Bethlehem. Thus in 17 44 a 

Dani h l\Io1·avian minister, Paul Daniel Be1·zelius, l)I'eached 

in Glo1·ia D ei church 2 in Philadelphia and made many con­

ve1'ts among the Swedish Lut.he1·ans.3 He was assisted by 

t"ro Swede , Ab1--aham Reinke and Sven Rosen, who had 

im1nig1·ated a few years b efore, the fo1--me1· f1--om Stockholm 

and the latter from Gothenbu1·g. 4 A Swedi h mini ter, La1--s 

Ny berg, who had come to Ame1--ica as pastor for a Ge1~man 

Luthe1·an church in Lancaster·, Pennsylvania, but who late1· 

joined the 1VI01·avians, is named as e pecially active in the e 

pari h es. 5 There a1·e documents in the collections of the 

P enn ylvania Historical Society that give much information 

,vith rega1"d to the e facts. A Swedish book, p1'inted in 

1702, that is found in a museum in Delaware al o contain 

• 

t 

av 
........ 

1 ee The I owa Journal of H istory and P olitics, January, 1905, p. 68. ·o 
2 This cl1urcb was erected by the Swedes in the latter part of the seventeenth D 

centt1ry. Tl1e building is still standing, but is now the property of the Episcopal .~ 
ch t1rch. ! er 

s }:specially in Racoon and P ens11eck parishes. 1 li 
4 r.t ngdomsvlinnen,, 1902. p. 339. 11 

5 Later he return eel to Sweden and again e11tered the state church. · S. 
1 Si 



d in 111l1ch mate1·ial on the D ela ,, .. a1·e , ,, .. ecle ancl J)a1ticula1·l y 
• 

\lftll ,,1 ith 1·efe1· nee to tl1 ii· 1· ligit)U acti \ iti . 

40 a No 1·eco1·d of an}· othe1· "',\ di h i111111igratio11 in the igh t-

hem, eent,h centu1· T ha come d(>'''n to ti ·. \. ,,,riter i at1tl101·ity 
bara £01· the tatem nt that th arl}r .. ',,r d ,\rl10 came to thi 

any col111t1•jr in the ni11 tc1 11 h c ntt1r5r fot111cl i11 'l1arle~ to 11, 

e h• ot1th a1·olina, ... ',,·ecl e \\' 110 l1acl 111 igra tetl i 11 tl1 J)l' :acticli 11 <>' 

nrru centur)'". 1 I£ o, they ,, .. oulcl . e 111 t{) l1a, e 1J :\e11 111 111 lJer <>f 

rabl the Dela""a1· or fora\ ian colo11i ,\rho l1ad ( t 1111loraril.) ? ) 
nra1 left tho e colonie. . ~ ,,,1 cl £1·0111 I la,,ra1· \ t<)Ok J>art i11 

~ 44 a tl1e ,, ... ar of I11dep nc.le11c.) a11cl th at1tho1· of a rec 11t lJoolc 

~ched r :acall the fact that l~a1·011 ,ro11 "'t cli11g k, a .. 1 
,,. jcl fot1gh t < >Il 

con· the icle of ..(_\1ne11.ca. 2 ,, .... ,\ • 1"'ho111a._, <J11c 11it ~cl tat~ 

i b~ niini '"'ter to :Xo1'l\-a}"-1. ',,- cl n ,,~1·it , tha 'l 'l1e 111a11 ,,rhc, 
> had a · a 111embe1· of the 1011tin 11tal (,011gre.._, , g·a\7e th ca ti11g 

·bolro \'Ote of P enn )·l \-auia i11 fa\~01· of th De ·la1·atio11 of I11(le-
Lars J)endence ,, .. a a ~ ,,,r de of th D la,,,a1· tock-tJ oh11 i o1·-

>rD1aD ton. '' 3 

late1 
the,e 

)f the 

nation 

ted in 

nteentb 
pi copal 

,,,. e no\\T come to the ni11etee11th ce11tl11·\-. 'l"he reco1·cl~ of .., 

incli\~idual immig1·ation f1·om ~,,·ed 11 in the ea1·lyr 1)a1·t of 
thi centu1·y a1·e \ .. e1·y meagr . The fi1• :-.t 11a111e that a1)})ea1· 

is that of Jacob Fahl trom, ''-" ho n1a y ha \·e been in (1a11acla 

a early a 1 15. I-l e seem to ha\·e com<:1 to Uanacla b)r 

,vay of London. In 1 19 he ,, .. al in no1the1·n l\ii11ne ota4 

1 0. 4.,, Telson in Scandinavians, Vol. I , p. 3u. 
2 I>r. Carl undbeck i11 Svensk-Amerikaner1ia, deras ]1fateriella och .11n<lliya 

Striifvanden, Rock Island, 1904. This book is a11 accol1nt of present S,ved1sh­
Ame1 ican concl itions. 

8 New England Historical Register, qt1oted by Nelson. J)r. Carl Sunclbeck also 
recalls the fact that i t was a " 'oman of the l)ela'\'\'are stock ,vho made the first 
U. S. flag at Philadelphi a. Iler name was Betsy Gr1sco1nb Ross. 

4 See Scandi1iavian-,, Vol. I , p. 306, wl1ere bi ograpl1y of Fahlstrom is gi, e11. 
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and ,Vi con in. In that yea1· he wa employed by the 

American Fur Company to trade with the Indians around 
Lake Superior.1 At one time he wa a l\fethodi t mi • 

ionary among the Indians, with whom he also lived £or a 
time as a native. 1 In 1 37 he settled in what is now Wa h- · 

ington County, Minne ota, being therefore the fir t Swede 
in that tate. He died in 1 59 at Afton, Wa hington 

County, Minne ota, whe1·e his descendants till live. 
Reference ha already been made to Erick Alund, from 

Alund, Upland, who in 1 23 came in a Swedish hip and 
located in Philadelphia. ,Vhether others emigrated in the 
ame ship 2 is not known, nor have we any further facts 

regarding Alund. either 0£ the e two early imn1igrant 
eem to have continued any connection with friends at home, 

and consequently they played no part in p1·omoting emigra­

tion to this country. 
Our next name, however, occupie a very much more im­

portant place in Swedish American hi tory. 010£ Gusta£ 
Hedstrom, the' 'Father 0£ Swedish Methodism in Ame11.ca,'' 
was born in Tvinnesheda in Nottebeck's parish 3 in the pro­
vince 0£ Kronberg, southern Sweden, in 1 03. He emi­
g1·ated to New York in 1825, there married Caroline Pinck­
ney, and became converted to Methodism. In 1 33 he 
made a visit to Sweden, where he converted his pa1"ents and 
a brother, Jonas Hedstrom. 4 The latter emigrated to Amer­
ica with his brother and later became the father 0£ Swedi h 

1 See Scandinavians, Vol. I, p. 396. 
2 This ship was, I believe, laden with a cargo of iron. 

:s Thus rightly corrected by Rev. Norelius from "Trernhed's F orsamling ' ' as 
given by Rev. H. Olsen.-See Norelius, p. 16. 

4 Norelius, p. 17. 
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Y the fethodi m in the ,,,. t. From 1 35 to 1, 4.5 0. G. Ilecl-• 

round trom p1·eached an1ong the E11gli h l\f thodi t i11 .,.. e\v 

mis- l.,.. 01·k. In 1 45 he tabli hed a mi ion among :-i n-edi h 

for a Ame1·ican in ..L .,.. "r x..,. ork. 1 

,, a~h- Du1·ing th later thi1ii and the £01·ti ~ the eltl r II d-
"'wede t1·om ""01·k d in th inte1·e. t of f ethodi~n1 a111ong tl1e 

rngton nrecli, h ettle1· in Ke,,,. l.,. 01·k and an1ong i111111ig ra11t ,,,ho 

from 

p and 
in the 

fac 
errant ... 
V 

home 

• Jre llll· 
Gu:taf 

be pro· 
• 

Ie eoll· 
Pinck· 
33 he 

nt~ and 
A.nler· 

,wedish 

came from ,",. d n and larg nu111lJe1· "r re co11,1 erted }Jy 

him. ''T"hile he "ra })1·i111arily I'\ ing th chllrch he '' a 
often al o of much a. i ta11c oth 1·\"vi. to tl1e i111111ig1·ant 

and fre<l uentl)? di1·ectecl the1n " -h 1· to t 1 . lt1 thi '"' ,,,a)' 
he exe1ted a ,,. 1·y g1·eat influ nee llJ)Oll the C<)l11· e that 

,"redi h immig1·ation took i11 thi COlllltI')- . It ,,ra, direct] 

through hi influ nee that , .,.icto1·ia, Illinoi , 1·ecei \ r d uch a 

la1·ge ha1·e of '""edi --h ettler in th lat 1· f 01-ties an e\"en t 

\\"hich ga\·e the di1·ection to ~,,,. di h mig1·ation for a decade 

mo1·e. Furthermor , he wa in t1·umental in locating the fi1·st 

Erik-Jan eni t at Bi hop I-Iill in I 45- 6. 0. G. Iled-

trom al "Ta)" remained in N ,v l.,. ork. I-Iis b1·other Jona , 

"-ho a a l\Iethodi t later did mi ionary " 1'01·k in the ,,.,. e t 
in conjunction "\\Tith hi b1·oth r, 1· 1nain d in .,.. ew \ .,. 01·k and 

Penn yl vania, emplo1,.ed a a black mith du1·ing the :fi1· t 

few yea1·s afte1· hi coming to America. 2 In Philadel1)hia he 

met a P eter onbe1·ger ( a .._ wede ), and both or these to­

gether with a l\if1·. Pollock and wife 3 1·emo,ted to Knox 

1 Assisted by two Americans, Geo. T. Cobb and Wn1. G. Roggs, and a P eter 
Bergner, the last named being a Swede. 

2 An interesting account of the two Hedstroms is g iven by Norelius, pp. 23-26. 
See also Svenskarne i Illinois, Chicago, 1880, by Eric J ol1nson and C. F. P eterson ; 
and Sverige i Amerika, ('bicago, 1898, by C. F . P eterson. 

8 Mrs. Pollock was born in ,veden and eviden tly emigrated to America early 
in the thirties.-See brief account in Herlenius' Erik Janssismens H i3toria, J o11kop­
ing, 1900. 
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1ot1nty, Illinoi -.J in 1 3 , ettling in "That i no,,r , ictoria 

to,, .. n. hi1). The e £01·1ned the nuclet1 of the exten i \-e 

.._ '"Tedi h colOll)7 ,,rhich lVa e tabli bed in 1 -:16 and the }rear"' 

follo" ing in that 1ocalit)7 • 

"\\.,.ith ou1· cant.)T 1· co1·d it i impo ible to ay ho"T 

exten i \""e indi\ridual immigration f1·om """eden may ha,·e 

been in the thirtie . "\\rith the tringent la"T again t emi­

gration till in £01·ce it could not ha ,,.e been ,-e1·y g1·eat. But 

ina much a. the mo\"·ement had taken hold of e~le1·al })l'O­

,·ince in outh,,·e. tern X 01·,, .. ay and a hip loaded with 

ca1·goe of i1·on })lied bet,,Teen Gefle (-1-othenburg and .L\..mer­

icau po1-t at that tim it eem likely that not a fe,, .. ma)T -

ha, .. e embarked in . uch hip £01· the X ew \\T 01·ld. Among 

uch i named II. P. 1·yden, "" ho came to Bo ton in 1 3 , 

living the fu· t fe,,T year· in Bo ton, New York, and :\ion• 

t1·eal and who in com1)any " ,.ith an Engli hman by the 

name of IIenbury ,mith e tabli hed a wagon facto1·3,. in 

Cincinnati in 1 42.1 
'1. l\f. \""en on ""ho cli1·ected the fir t 

wedi h immig1·ation to Texa emigrated f1·om "ma.land in 

1 36 locating fir t in N e,v 1.T 01·k and late1· living £01· a time 

in Baltimore. He mo,Ted to Texa in 1 3 and engaged in 

bu ine at Brazoria. 2 

There \"\"e1·e ""ede in different part of the outh at an 

ea1·ly date. Thu , a brothe1· of Rev. . B. T ewman ( who 

emigrated in I 42 to J\1obile, Alabama) """a at that time 

engaged in b11sine sin J\fobile. Reference has already been 

made to Peter onbe1·ge1·, " Fho lived in Philadelphia in 

1 Gryden moved to Cl1icago i11 1806.- ee sketch of his life in Svenskarne i 
Illinois, p. 426. 

2 Norelius, p. 37. 
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1 3 , and to P eter Be1·gner , who i mentioned by rorelit1 

a living in Tew Yo1·k in 1845. Gu ta£ nonius 1 says in 

hi .J..1Iiririe1i that he often found he1·e and the1"e in Ame1·ica 

wede who had been here many year· before hi coming, 

which -nTas in 1 41. 'fhu , in Buffalo he met a lVIr. lvI01·ell 

who had been here a long time a11d had nea1·ly forgotten 

the wedi h language. In l\!Iil"'aukee he met Ca1)tain 0 . 
G. Lange ,vho had been her·e many }~ea1· ; and in 1841 he 

,,as ~i ited by a ce1--tain F1·iman, who togethe1· -n·ith tTI'"O 

b1·othe1· had been living near· the \\' iscon in- Illinoi bouncl ­

a1·y line for th1·ee yea1· ; and a1·l P ete1· l\fobe1·g, f1·om 

Grenna in Gefle pI'O\""ince, was in A me1·ica abot1t 1840, 

retu1·ning to wed en in 1 44. 1 
T 01· shall "Te f 01·get the im­

mo1i:al J ohn E ric on, 2 the builde1· of the ''Princeton '' and 

of the ' 'l\Ionito1·'' "Tho e coming to Ame1·ica in 1839 had 

uch fa1·- 1·eaching effects £01· Ame1·ica and for the wor·ld in 
general. 

The fu· t attempt to found a settl ement in this count1·y in 
the la t centu1·y did not take place before 1841. The local­

ity is Pine Lake, ,,riscon in, and the founder was Gu ta£ 

Lnoniu , 3 a g1·aduate of Upsala U niver· ity. In the summe1· 

of 1 41 he with his wife emba1·ked £1·om Ge:fle, a1·ri\ring in 

New Y 01·k in ~eptember. After 1 40 the la1\TS regarding 

en1igrat ion we1·e made much les stringent in Sweden and as 

a result, says H erlenius, the so-called America-fever had 

begun to take hold of the country. Be£01·e that time the 

1 See below . 
2 J ohn Ericson, the son of a miner i11 , rarmland in S"'eden, was born on the 31st 

of July, 1803. The lri agazine of A1nerican History, , rol. XXV, offers a11 excellent 
likeness and biograpl1y of J ohn E ricson. 

3 The I owa J ournal of History and Politics for January, 1905, p. 95 . 
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intending migrant ,,.,.a rec1uired to ecu1·e the King's per­

mit and to pay 300 I1J•o120,· 1 before he could leav·e the 

country. It can a ily be seen how exten i"""ely thi would 

operat a a barrie1· to emigration. In hi 1.1'.fin11e11, :fir t 
pa1--t, noniu a)T : Emigration to America ""hich ince 

ha become o gene1·al had then not yet begun. A far a 

I kno,v ",.e "Tere the fi1· t "' ho availed our el ve 0£ the 

1·ight "-hich 1·ecently had been gi ~len wedi h citizen , to 

1 a ",,e the country " .. ithout pecial 1--oyal permi ion.'' 2 

In company with noniu there were, perhap , a dozen 

pe1· 011 ",.ho located at Pine Lake near the pr·e ent X a ho­

tah, al)out thi1--ty mile \\7 e t 0£ iil waukee. The ettlement -

wa called p ala. Like noniu mo t 0£ the ettle1· were 

not accu tomed to coa1· e wo1·k in "weden and con el1uently 

""ere entirely unfitted fo1· pioneer life in the Kew \\T orld. 

He1·ein ce1iiainly lie the p1·incipal cau e "?hy the colony di(l 

not thrive. In tead 0£ de\ ... eloping into a p1--o perou com­

munity a did the later ettlement in lo'1"a and Illinoi , it 

oon began to wane, and in 1 5 , according to 1Jnonit1 

him el£, it did not contain mo1·e than thr·ee "·edi h £amilie . 

Fu1ihermo1--e it eems that ome 0£ the ettle1· were merPly 

ad,Tentu1·ers, who could not po ibly have any influence 

t1pon e1nig1·ation. Among tho e ""ho £01· ome time li\~ed 

at Pine Lake a1·e apt. P . von chneidau, E. Be1·g,.,all f1·om 

Gothenbu1·g, a l\Ir. \Tadman merchant from T orkoping, 

Rev. "'\Vilhelm Bockman, 8 E. "'\\7i te1·, Capt. Peh1-- Dahlberg, 

1 About $81 in our money. 
2 Quoted by Toreliu.s 

, The first we<lish Lutheran ministi;r in America. He was born in oder­
hviddinge in 1800, came to Pine Lake, 1844, as a missionary, and returned to 

weden in 1840. He died in 1850. 
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and I va1· Hagberg.1 Baron Thott, f1·om kane, is al o men-
/ tioned a having pent ome time there · and in 1 49 the 

well-known wedi h nO\'"eli t, Fredrika Breme1·, paid the 
colony a vi it. 2 Of the e P . von chneidau moved to Chi­

cago in 1 4fi ; and the ad venturer \\1 i ter play some pa1~ in 

later ettlement in Illinoi . E1·ic U. orrbe1·g, who emi­
grated from Ullarf ,a, , Te tergotland, in 1 42, locating a 

ho1-t di tance we t of lilwaukee, wa al o p1·obably a set­
tler at Pine Lake.2 noniu 1·etu1·ned to .._ ,,,eden in 1 58 

where he publi hed hi .1..lfin11en f1 1Ctn e,i Sjlltton (tJ·ir; Vistelse 
i 1101·clvest1·a Anie1>ikct. 

Influenced b noniu ' lette1· p1·inted in weclish 11ape1· , 
Daniel Lai· en 8 from I-Iau1·ida, maland and a company of 
fifty per on decided in 1 44 to emig1·ate to America. 4 Em­

ba1·king with the wedi h hip upe1·io1· in October, 1 44, 

they landed in Bo ton after a jou1·ney of ten weeks. Daniel 
Lar en located at Brocton, l\1as achu ett .5 D. Lar en' 
fathe1· and the 1·emainder of the party a1·e aid to ha ,.,e gone 

a far we t a heboygan, ""\Vi con in. 9 La1·sen, 1-.. died 
there in 1 46. 

1 P erhaps Capt. Berg and Akerman, two of the fotu1ders of the first settleme11t 
in I owa ( see below), were also in Pine Lake in 1842-44. 

2 For the purpose, says Sunden in Svensk L itteraturhistoria, of studying '' the 
homes and the position of the woman'' in the ,.ew W orld. 

8 Born in Haurida parish, 1821. 
4 Influenced also in part by 1foberg, who had returned to Sweden from Amer­

ica in 1844. 
5 pon a v isit to Sweden seven years later sixty persons decided to emigrate 

with h im, many of whom seem to h ave located at Brocton, tl1us f orming tl1e 
ntlcleus to the very exte11Sive colony of Brocton and vicinity.- Torelius. 

6 Norelius, p. 26. The facts are, however, not absolutely clear. If they located 
in Wisconsin i t seems likely that some of the party wotlld have reached their 
destination at Pine L ake, the only wedisb settlement at the time There is no 
record of such a number of wedes having lived at Sheboygan at that time. The 
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,~ e ha\· alread}T hacl occa io11 to re£e1· to Jonas lietl­
tro1n a11d Pete1· 1 onbe1·ger and their coming to Illinoi in 

1 3 . 1'he)7 Y\rere undot1lJtedl}? the :fir t ). 1 \"\recle in the 

). tate. In 1 43 \\Te fincl a Gu ta£ Flack located in Chicago -
011dt1cting a t 1·e in the neigh1)01·hood of the 1lark ~treet 

b1·idg·e. 1 \.bo11t the ~ame time ca1ne al O a 1- ,,rede "rho e 

na111e ,v·a 1\. trom ( changecl to O "t1·um in thi-- country) 
,,rho l1ad a je,,relry lJu ine on ,outh ,, ater t1·eet be-
t,,1ee11 la1·k aucl Dearborn. .... ot long after he -n·a joined 
l)\T a ',,rede named .._,,-edberg ,,ho came f1·om Buffalo Xe,,r 

1i" 01·k. 111 l 1. 4f> Ca1)t. I). ~ton .._, chneidau left the ,1-ri .. con in 

ettlement a11d locatecl in 1hicago a. ha been tated abo,·e. -
The. e th1·ee ,, .. e1·e the fir t H,,·edi. h . ettle1· in Chicago. The 
di ti11ction 0£ lJeing the actt1al fo11ncle1· of the ). ,wedi h col­
on)- in Chicag , the largeC3t city colony of Swede in the 
count1•)7

, lJelo11g , ho\'\Tever, to the la t 0£ the e, Capt. P. 
\

1 0n .._ 'chneidau. .Flack 1·eturned to ,,,reclen in I -1G. 2 S,·ed­
be1·g ,,rent to C.1ali£ornia in 1 30. 0 t1·u1u made a ,·i it to 
.._, \,-eclen about the ame time, nothing being kno"rn 0£ his 
,,, he1·eabot1t ince that date exce1)t the ba1·e £act that he 

1·etu1·11ed to ..t\..me1·ica. P. \ '"On "chneidau ho-nTe\·e1·, occupie 
a \Te1·1- i1nportant place in the hi tory 0£ the S1'-ede in Chi­
cago. In the yea1· £olloning hi locating the1·e a part}-
0£ fifteen families a1·1·i ,:ed from weden and as none 0£ 
them could peak Engli h 'Von 'tchneidau became their· 

early failure of the Pine Lake colony also p1·ecludes the likelihood that it re­
ceivecl any considerable accessio11 of immigran~. At any rate not all seem to 
have settl ed at heboygan. 

1 Svenskarne i Illinois, p. 233. 
2 Ile1leni us, Erik Janss tS1nens llistoria, p. 51. 
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inte1·prete1· a11d ad \""i e1·. 1 Du1·ing the early yea1· of ~ wedi h 

immig1·ation to and throug·h Chicago, von chneidau -nra the 

wedish immig1·ant ' trl1sted friend and helpe1·. a1)t. ,~on 

chneitlau "TI-a a few ear lat 1· made the fi1· t candina \?ian 
Con ul in Chicag·o. 

On the 3d of Octo be1· of the ame year· ( 1846) a con ider­

able numbe1· of immig1·ant f1·om "'\' estmanland a1·11.ved uncleJ· 

the di1·ection of J ona 01 e11 2 bound fo1· the J a11se11ist co111-

muni t ic colony which ,v-a ju t then being e~ tablished in 

Knox Count , Illinoi . In hicag·o bo""e\~e1·, they changed 

their mind, 1·emaining the1·e in tead. T he e tl\ro g1·ou I) , 
then, both of which located in hicago in 1 4(1, fo1·111ecl the 

nucleu of the wedi h colon . T he name a1·e not gi \"e11 

of any of the fir t p a1iiy nor the locality in S"reclen fro111 

"rhich they came. I n the econd g1·ou1) ,,re1·e : .L\..11de1· 

Larsen, J an J an on and a on Charle J ohn P. Kallman,3 

P eh1' Er on, P ete1' H e ling, A. T ho1· ell , Pete1· E1·ick on, 

and one b3r the name of !(all tr·om. T he location of this 

original colony wa on Illinois treet between Dea1·bo1·n 

and tate. Captain E1·ic on write that as late as 18 0 

Larsen and I-Ie ling we1·e t ill living in hicago, "Thile the 

rest had 1,emoved to other parts of the tate. 4 The sub e­

quent hi to1,y of the colony we cannot di cuss in this connec­

tion, although it hould be mentioned that the befo1,e-named 

Unonius located there in 1 49 and was one of the mo t 

1 Svenskarne i I llinois, p. 234, to which authority in the main I am indebtec.l. 
for facts relating to Chicago. 

2 Jonas Olsen was from Ofvanaker, i11 H elsingland. 

s Changed to Chalman in this country. 
4 I n 1847 forty families came a11d located in Chicago In the j?ears following 

the numbers given are a fol lo,vs: 1848, 100 perso11s; 1849, 400; 18c30, 500; 1851, 
1000; 1832, 1000; 1854, 4000 . 
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influe11tial n1em be1· 0£ the colon,~ clo"·n to the time of hi ., 

l' t t11·11 to ., ,,reden in 1 3t . 

Th Jan eni t olon)T i11 l1i hop Hill Knox ounty, 

already refer1·ed to elate ba ·k to the }Tear 1 -16 . The­

bri fe t m 11t i n of thi i ettl ment ,vill he1·e ha\·e to uffice. 

The1·e ha b n mt1ch ,,·1·itten about the cau e that lecl to 

the mig1·ation f 1500 1)e1· on f1·om R el ingland lTpland 

"'\T tmanlancl (i . t1·iklancl a11d Dala1·ne f1·om 1 45 to 1 54 

and th ·tabli hm nt of the ",.ell-known commt1ni t ic colon}r 

at Bi hop llill, Knox l 1ount~· Illinoi . .1\. mo._ t thorot1gh 

in,·e tigation of th ,,rhole ubject ,,·a publi hed by Emil 

llerleniu i11 1900 t1nd 1· t l1e t it le of E ,·ik-,Tct 11. •,~; 11te12 Hi.·- -
to,·irt, E tt B ir/J·ctg till l{ct1lJl t (lr;111 0112 clet ·l·e1l, X·ct eX·t1.:cts­
e11rlet ( J onkoping, _, ,, etlen). The be t .r\.merican t t1dy of 

the ubject i that b )r l\I. 1\. . .Jlikk el. on entitled The B i.-ihozJ 
Ifill <!olony in the J oh11 . H o1Jki1,-· [ 1zil·e1•, ity t21clie.n 10th 

~' erie , I . large })art of a " ro1·k alreacl:... 1·e£er1·ed to 

" 1.)e12. l ·(t1'11e i l lli1zoi.· ,,T1·itten b " E1·ic John. on 1 and . F. 
P ete1· on al. o cleal " ·ith the Bi. hop Hill colour . 

The Jan eni t ,,·e1·e a 1·eligio11 ect fou11cle(l by Erik 
Jan e 11, a di ente1· from the tate church . 2 Their t1·ong­

holtl in "?eden ""a an(l al ,,,,a.. 1·emained the pro\·ince of 

H el ingland. Th1·ough thei1· intole1·ant fanatici m ancl the 

aggre i \Te method "" hich they adopted in the p1·actice 0£ 
their· belief they inc111'recl much enmit. , and :finding no pro­

t ection unde1· ' "Tedi h la1'1 the}T decided in 1 45 to emig·rate 

to Ame1'ica. In 1 43 Gu ta£ F lack 3 f1·om 1£ ta pa1·i~h in 

1 The son of the foun<ler of the colony, E rik J anssen. 
2 Born at Bishopskulla, Upland, in 1808. 
a See above, p . 500. 
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Rel ingland had emig1,ated to Ame1~ica. ,1rr e havTe een 

that he l ocated at hicago in that yea1~. He bad al o 

vi ited in lCnox County. F1,om Ainerica he w1·ote let­

te1· home to Alf ta p1·ai ing American condition and ou1· 

liberal institution ; and hi letter no doubt had much to 

do with the emig1,ation of the di senter of IIel ingland. In 

the fall of 1845 Olof 01 on wa ent to Ame1·ica to select a 

uitable place in which to found a r·eligiou community. I-Ie 

wa accompanied by hi wife two children, and t'\"\ro othe1· 

per on . In Tew l..,. 01·k 01 on met the before-mentioned 

Olof G. Hedstrom, with whom he remained fo1· ome time; 

then upon the recommendation of R ed t1·6111, he " "'ent "Te t to 

'\Ticto1·ia Illinois, whe1·e Jona R ed t1·om then li \Ted. F1·om 

he1·e he ~Tote home to the f ollowe1· of Jan sen glo1'~ing 

de c1·iption of Ame1·ica and e p ecially of Illi11oi . In July 

of the year following E1·ic J a11 en a1·1·i ved 1'11.th a small })a1·ty; 

and in the . ame month a larger com1)any ca1ne "Tjth Linjo 

G. La1·sen from Dala1·ne.1 Du1·ing .1.\.ugu t 400 mo1·e ar1·ived; 

and in Octo be1·, under Jona 01 on' 2 leade1· hi}), came th1·ee 

hundred. In all the1"e ar1·ived at Bi hop Hill bet1'reen 1846 

and 1 5-! eight ex1)edition with about 1500 per·sons. Her­

lenius has shown that the communi tic cha1·acte1· of the col­

ony had been decided upon and plans fo1·mt1lated acco1·d­

ingly by Eric Jan en him elf when he left Snreden and 

appointed Jonas Olson, Olof Janssen, Olof John on (Ston­

be1,g ), and Anders Berglund a ''chiefs'' of all the affair· 

of the emigrant . 'They ailed f1·om Gefle, via Stockholm, 

1 Larsen, the wealthiest man who joined the society, brought with him 24,000 
R iksdaler which he placed in the common fund. 

2 ee Herlenius' work, pp. 59-60. 
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~' ocl rhamn TOthen bu1·g an l h1·i tiania to .... Te"" 1'.T ork; ancl 

h 11ce ,·ia Buffalo and the la1 .. e to 1hicago. l\1an}r 0£ tho e 

,,rho ca111 fir t 1· 1nain d tem1)01·a1·il)7 at , ... ictoria. 1\. colon., ... 

,, a th n located in "'\\ ller t ,,,.n, hiJ) nrhe1·e a large tract of · 

lancl ,,ra })Urcha eel. In 1, 33 it n·a 01·g·anizecl into a co1·­

J> ration ,,rho bt1 i11e ,,,a. to be · mant1£actu1·ing, milling, 

all kind f 1uechanical l t1 . ine agricultt11·e, and merchan­

cli1.;ing. 1 ,~"ith thi ,,re hall ha \·e to lea , .. e the Bi hOJ) 

IIill colon}r. 2 

In th meantime). ,,,·ede. n~e1·e begi11ning to locate in other 

J)art of lllinoi and i11 I ,,ra. rrhe ,-er),. large ettJement'-) 

i11 , ... icto1·ia to,,,n hi}) l{nox ot1nt)·, ancl in \..nclo,-er tOTI' Il- -

hiJ) IIenr)r "ount)' date from the ) ... ear 1 47, though th1·ee 

',,. cle had al1· ad Jr • ettled in , ... icto1·ia in 1 3 , 3 and ven 

..L..,. el on located in .1\ndo\~e1· tonrn hi1) a early a 1 40. The 

colony at Bi hop IIill and tho e oon a£te1· fo1·med i11 

, .... icto1·ia, Knox 1ountJr, and in .1\ndo\ .. e1· Hen1·} ... County in 

Gale burg, l\ioline and Rock I lanc.l and su1·1·ou11ding part 
of Illinoi tood in the clo e t 1·elation to the early ettle­

ment in Ionra. F1·om them a nl'ell a from ., nl'ec.len di1·ect 

the Io1'ra ettlement nre1·e 1·ecr11ited. 0£ e J)ecial inte1·e t, 
howeve1·, i the fi1· t ,\\,,edi h ettl ement at Pine Lake ,, ... i -

con in, a the pa1·ent of the fir t 
, 

that of re\"\-.. ~.,nrec.l en in J effe1•c-.on 

now pa . . 

wedi h colony in Ion .. a~ 

ounty to which n·e hall 

1 The Charter of the D1sl1op Hill colony, ec. 3 
2 :Sesides tl1e ,vorks ruentior1ed above the reader may be referred to Anzerican 

Contmunist zc ociet1es, by Arthur Hinds, Tew York, 1003 , or The Colony of 
Bishop IIill , by J. \Yaiusen, i11 i..;'candinavia, 1883, and reprinted in .1.:Telson s 
lltstory of Scandinavians. 

8 ee above p. 502. 
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TIIE FIR T \\TEDI ... H i. ETTLEl\fE.1. T I ... IO\VA. N A?\IE .. OF THE 

Fou ... DERS A D LOCALITY I .1. ''-TEDE.1. FRo~r ,,,.11rc1r 'l'I-IEY 

C.t\ME. R <)UTE A D COST OF THE "\TOYAGE. RELA-

TION O:B' TIIE .._ ETTLE?\IE.1. ... T TO LATER \v,.EST-

,\,. ARD MIGRATION 

The fu· t '1wedi h ettlement in Iowa was located at B1·ush 

C1·eek ( later Tew "'1 \veden) in J e:fferson ounty in the £all 

0£ 1 45 . It i the econd Sni,.edi h ru1·al ettlement in 

--'-~me1·ica in the last centu1·y and the fi1·st exten i \Te settle­

ment in the country. 1 There we1·e i11 all something o,re1-­

thi1·ty pe1· on in the pa1·ty nea1·ly all f1·om I{ic;;a, 0 tergot­

land, in ea t cent1·al \\.,eden. The di1·ecto1· of the pa1iy 

and £ounde1, of the ettlement -nTas P eter l(a el, bo1·n in 

Asby, 0 te1·got land, in 1791. This wa the fir· t pa1·ty 0£ 

immigrant £1·om that locality in 'weden. The causes that 

led them to emig1·ate and di1·ected them to I o,,Ta were as fol­

lows :-Among the ea1·lie t ettlers in Pine Lake, ''' iscon-

in, we have mentioned P. "\7 0n chneidau, ,vho located ther·e 

in 1 42. F1·om Pine Lake he m·ote home to his fathe1·, 

J\Iajor von chneidau in l{i a, 0 te1·gotland, lette1·s setting 

forth the great oppo1·tt1nities £01· the immigrant in the "'\\re t. 

The e lette1,s were widely 1·ead and awakened in many the 

de i1·e to emigrate to America. Finally, in the Sl1mme1· of 

1845 a number decided to emigrate. Among these " ras 

P ete1· Ka el then a man of :fifty-four, "rho was chosen 

leader. Ka el had been a mille1· and for some time ove1·-

ee1' or R ~ittct1·e of a large estate. He was a man of a fair, 

general education for the time; and he was somethi11g of a 

1 Being one year prior to that of Bishop Hi ll. 
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111echanic ha, ing in\"'entt'd a thre 21hing machine 1)1·opelled 

b't ha11d. 1 
.., 

rrh l)al't} COlllI o. eel of p te1· Ir a. el "\\1 ife and fl ve chil-

dr 11 2 hi l)roth r-in-la,,- p t 1· 1.nder ~on "rife and t\,10 -

·l1ilc11· 11 John Daniel on ,, ife ancl fi ,-e child1·en, 3 J oh11 

l\1 t111 . on ,,rife and three chilcl1·en, 4 a l\fr. .1\.ke1·man, Erik 

11cl r. on 6 'arah .1\ncl 1·~ n 6 all f1·om O te1·gotland, and a 

[1·. l3erg a11d famil}" £1·om 1 tockh lm mbarked ""ith the 

brig ~ 
1

llJ rb earl) in J t1l.;¥ £1·om othenbt1rg. They land d 

in S e,,r York in th latt r pa1t of ugu t 0£ that Jrea1·, afte1· 

a \7 0. -ag £ t,, o month ·. The co. t 0£ the vo;·age "-u 

'20. 00. rrh d tination of the ex1)edition "ra Pine Lal~e, 
,\ri con in. In N ,v 1:T ork the pa1·t)· accidentall}T met Pehr 

Dahl be1·g ,,1ho ,,·a there at th time to meet hi family 

"hich had a11·i\· d Augu t 12th £1·om Kimb1·i hamn in 

outhe1·n ~ 'lreden. Dahlbe1·g had been in the ,,.,.i con in 

colon},., but had al o v·i ited Illinoi · and it eem that he 

kne,v omething about I o"\\"a. Through hi influence it ~"a , 

acco1·ding to th authorit 0£ hi on R obert~- Dahlberg 6 

1 These facts are taken from T orel i w . 
2 Two girls and three boys. 

a Two girls and three boys. 
4 Three g irls. 
15 Unmarried arah Anderson was married in 1851 to John P. Anderson, who 

came to the colony in 1846. -llistory of Jefferson County, p. 543. 
4 Dahlberg and family remained two weeks after the arriv·al of the family. 

Dahlberg ,vrites. "One day during this time Captain DahlbPrg noticed a 
,vedish 1,essel anchored near the Bethel ship, and taking a walk along the 

wharf, he met so1ne of the men '"ho had come on the vessel and learned that four 
fami1 ies had arrived from weden. The party ,vas delighted to meet him and 
learn that he could speak tl1e Englisl1 language ; and soon a conf~rence was held, 
and though the party was headed for ,visconsin they ,vere not slo,v in under­
standing the great advantage to them in following one who could talk for them 
and look after their interests in this land of a strange t ongue; and accordingly 
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that the immig1·ant decided to go to Iowa. Through Nor~e­

liu 1'1 e also learn that Akerman had been in America before, 
ha \Ting e1·ved in the American a1·m for th1·ee yea1~s. Late1~ 

he had 1~etu1·ned to weden but came to Ame1·ica again in 

Ka el company.1 Information rega1'ding I owa may, per­
hap , have come through him to the immigrant , but it eems 

clear that it wa p1·ima1·ily Dahlbe1·g who induced them to -
go to Iowa. 1The ove1·land route was by rail to Philadelphia, -
and from there by canal boat to Pittsbu1·g; thence by the 
Ohio and the l\Ii i ippi 1·ive1· a far· a Burlington, whe1·e 
they a1·1·ived in the latter· part of eptembe1·, 1 45. F1·om 

the1·e the pa1iy went inland forty-two miles a far· as Brush 
C1·eek in Lockridge to1'rn hip J effer on County, and 

located. The ettlement which they fot1nded was called by 
them .,.. ew weden. 2 To the founder 0£ the colony, then, 

are to be added, be ides those named above, Pehr Dahl­
be1'g, wife and even children.3 } 

The :fi1·st government claim pr·eempted was that of Peh1· 
Dahlberg, 4 which is recorded as o. 1043, Fairfield Se1·ies, 

they enLreated him to take them with him to the beautiful Territory of Iowa of 
which he had heard so much and to which be had determined to take his fam­
ily." The Bethel ship mentioned was Rev. 0. G. Hedstrom's mission ship. 
See above, p. 551. 

1 According to orelius, Akerman was the interpreter for the immigrants on 
the inland journey (p. 87). In 1846 Akerman went to F ort Des !'r1oines a11d 
again joined the army. He died in service in the Mexican war. 

2 R. . Dahlberg says that his father and Mr. Berg, both of whom were from 
Stockholm, christened the place '' e\V tockholm." 

8 The number of the original settlers is generally given as twenty-five or 
" several families." According to Rev. C. J. Bengston, Rock Island, in a letter to 
the writer it was thirty, which seems to be about correct, the number being 
thirty-four plus the members of Mr. Berg's family, which is not given. 

4 See Fairfield Tribune f or J une 14, 1905, for an article on New Sweden by R. 
N. Dahlberg, son of P ehr Dahlberg. 
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a11tl i clat cl Octo 1 1· ~ 1 47. The land claimed " ra the 

,,re~t half of northea t lllarter )._ ·ectio11 2(3, rro\"\·n hip -2, X. 
l)a11g ,,... t U})Oll \11hich Dal111Jerg had J)l'e\·iou ly bl1ilt 

a log hot1 e ancl llJ)Oll " . hich he ,,,.a li \1ing at the time. In -
th follo,, .. ing ~ 7 ar ho,,·e\-er Dahlbe1'g left the colo11)~ £01' 

1 .... eokl1lr a11cl dicl 11 t 1·ett1r11. 1 · In 1 49 he 1·emo\-ecl to 

ol t1111 bt1. '\T a11 B11ren Ol1nt) .. , l)eing, the1·e£01·e, it .. eem 

the fi1· t , '' cli._h ettle1· i11 that Ollllt\~. 2 The 1·e t, ho,,r · .. 
\. 1· all of ,,·horn ,,1 1·e fa1·111e1· . t'emained and the ettle­

me11t de\1 elo1)ecl int a l)ro 1)erot1 com1ll11nity- in a fe,,,. }-ea1·~. 

'l'he leaclin · pi11t i11 the colony" ,,·a undoubtedl.).,. Pete1· 

Ka el· hi · name i clo. ely bot1nd 11p "7.th it ea1·l)- hi tOI')T· 

lle ,,·a al o the 1·eal J)I'Om ter £ £u1ther immigration to the 

ettl ment a "·ell a t the ettlement that we1·e at the 

ame time b ing £01·1ned in cliffere11t pa1't of Illinoi . ~1o t -of the early \, .. edi h immigrant to Io"--a "·ere led to emi-

g·rate th1·ough lette1· £1·om I(a el to hi ~ old home in ,,,eden, 

and the de tination of the e 1'"a al ,,ra, ... r, Ka el' ettle-
" 

me11t at .1 Tew ,, .. eden. ,\Tith him began the extensi \-e 

en1jg1·ation n:om O te1·gotland much of ".,.hich wa , ho,,­

e\"er, late1' di1·ected to Illinoi and othe1· pa1ii of the r 01·th­
,,·e t. j 

The econd pa1'ty of immigi·ant came in 1 46. In that 

yea1· eve1·al familie a1'1·ived, but the e ~act number i not 

kno\vn. In 1 47 the1·e came a small part from tockholm, 

1 The reasons for his separation from the colony need not be recited here ; they 
are related in the article in the Fairfield Tribune cited above. 

2 In 1851 he again mo\"ed to a place three miles north of Bentonsport, settling 
in I( eosauqna, Van Buren County, in 1852. lie died December 9, 1893, in Fair­
field, J efferson County, at the age of ninety-one years and six months. Brief 
biographies of l1is seven children who accompanied him to New weden in 1845 
are g i\ cn in the article referred to. 
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settling in Kew ~ .. eden. In the ame year a la1·ge party 0£ 

emig1'ants who had exchanged l etters with Ka el left 

0 tergotland intending to go to Ion'a. The ettlement in 
"\Tictoria had been founded in that year, and "Then they 

a1"1·i,ted in New York they were ad vised by Rev. H ed t1'om, 
who 1·e1)resented to them the ad\"'"antage £or ag1·icultu1·e in 

Illinoi , to take the 1·oute through Illinois and "\ ictoria, 

w he1·e hi brother Ii ved. Arriving in \ Ticto1·ia they ,1{ere 

incluced by Jona R ed t1·om, and th1·ough an e })ecially 

te111pting o:ffe1· to immig1'ant made by a land compan}r, to 

ettle in Andover; and thu they became the founders of 

one 0£ the mo t exclu i ,-ely wedi h ettlement in Illinoi . 

In the following year Andove1' al o 1~eceived a ,re1·y la1'ge 
number of immigrants from Oste1'gotland. 

The difficl1ltie connected with getting passage ac1·os the 
l\lii.;;si ippi £1·om Illinois to Burlington ( which ,,·as the 

fi1·st landing place of all early wedish immigrants in lo1'1a) 

often acted as a check to immig1'ation into Ion a. Thus 

~il l\1agnus wedberg, "rho in 1849 came in a party of 

three hundred, all bound for J effe1·son County, waited a 
long time in vain for accommodations from Rock Island to 

Burlington, and finally returned to AndovTer and settled in 
Swedona, Me1'cer County. 

Among those who came to ew ".,.eden in 1847 was the 

" 'ell-known l\fagnus F1·edrik Hakan en, f1·om Stockholm, the 
ii.rst wedish Lutheran mini te1· in Iowa 1 and the founder' of 

the :fi.1· t wedish chu1·ch 01·ganization in the State, which 
was located at New weden in 184 . 2 This was, f11rthe1·-

1 Not ordained, however, before 1851. 
2 

F ormally organized, i t seems, in 1850; but, see Scandinavians, p. 171. 
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mo1·e the fir t w di h Luthe1·an congregation in Ame1·ica 

in the la t centu1·)-- ntil 1 5 Ilakan en wa the only 

,,
1edi h Luth ran 1nini te1· located in Io"~a. ,v·edi h et-

. 
tle111ent. had b)r that time been effected in e,te1·al countie , -

and fi,1e co11gregation had been £01·med, 0£ all of " 1 hich 

Re\. I-Iakan en had cha1·ge. In 1 56 he located at Be1·g· 

h lm "\ apello ount)- ( ee lJel "r). In 1 49 Re,,. Unoniu 

,i ited the ettlement in the ca1)acity 0£ Episco1)al mini ter, 

and in the j 7 a1· 1 50 Re,1 • Jona IIed. t1•cjm came the1·e and 

01·ganized a mall , ,,,edi h l\iethodist congregation, the fu· t 

in the "tate. In th J ea1· 1 54 Rev . G. Palmqui t and F. 0. 
Til on, Ba1)ti, t 111ini te1· , ca1ne and attem1)tecl to 01·ganize -

a Ba1)ti t chu1·ch. The hi to1·y 0£ th colony during the e 

) ear i in a la1·ge mea ure the hi tor_y 0£ religiou cont1·0-

,1e1· ie betTI-·een the mini te1· . 1 E pecially antagoni tic to 

the Lutheran cht11·ch w-a the agg1·e i,.,.e and often un :,c1·upu• 

lou Hed trom, ,·rho ucceeded in con,~erting a con ide1·able 

numbe1· of the ettle1· to l\1ethotli m. Ir a el him el£ and 

Daniel on were both con, ... e1'ted to that belie£ and they were 

among the fi.1· t l\Iethodi t p1·eache1· in that locality. In 

the £olloTI-ring yea1· and a late a 1 1 70, the settlement 

1·ecei,,.ed regula1·ly new acce ion from weden, mo tly 

from Linl<:oping in O te1·gotland. They numbe1·ed fiv-e hun­

d1·ed in 1 ;> , including one hund1·ed £~1,n1ilies. 2 The colony 

continued to g1·ow and the ettler "rere pr·o perou . 8 Among 

1 ee the account by Norelius, pp. 88-97. 
2 The Centennial History of Jefferson County, by Chas. H. Fletcher, Fairfield, 

Iowa, 1876, gives tl1e membership of the Swedish Lutheran church as 400. A 
writer in 1858 in Ile1nlandet, Chicago, says that "the relatively largest., ( de 
jamforligst fiesta) number are Lutherans. 

8 The short history referred to says (p. 19) of the population of Lockridge 
township "Lockridge Township is largely settled by Swedes who are impro,­
ing the land and accumulating much wealth in property and money." 
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ew weden's prominent pionee1·s at thi time may be 

mentioned especially Andrew F. Ca el, bo1'n in 1 31, son 

of Peter Kassel the founder; F. 0. Daniel on, bo1·n in 

1839, who served in the wa1' in the 4th Io,va ""\T oluntee1· 

Infantry, Company B; and . P. Svenson, who with his 

wi.fe, Anna M. Clementson ven on and five ons came in 

1 4~) f1~om Horn, Ostergotland. 1 

In the sixties removal to newer settlements began on a 

small scale, as e pecially in 186 -69 to Swede bu1·g in 

Henry County. The writer in He1nla1idet for 1858 says : 

'' The settlement lies in a forest t1·act between fo1·ty and 

fifty miles we t of Bu1'lington. [ H e1·e desc11.bing the locality 

and the growth and pro pect of the colony, he continues J 
Eighty-six families own altogethe1' 5,065 ac1·es of land; 1,788 

of this is imp1~oved. Only 360 acres we1·e bought as gov­

ernment land at $1 . 25 an acre. The re t has been bought 

of others at prices ranging from $2 to $24 per acre~ 

THE FIR T SWEDES IN B'C"RLI GTO • OTHER EARLY SETTLE· 

MENTS IN THE TATE DO\V TO 1855. S\VEDE POINT. 

BERGHOJ.1~f. SWEDE BE D. MINERAL RIDGE. THE 

FOUNDER OF THE E SETTLEMENTS. T\"\-~O 

EARLY ETTLE.MENT I N NORTH· 

EASTERN row .A 

Early wedi h immigration to Bu1·lington is intimately 

connected with that of Jefferson County. Bu1·lington was 

the di tributing point fo1~ practically all the Swedish jmmi-

1 Removed in 1865 to Ridge P ort; the old homestead is now occupied by a son, 
Frank Swanson. 

2 These facts as given by Norelius are as follows:-! family owns 200 acres ; 10 
families own between 100 and 200 acres each; 12 families own between 80 and I 
100 acres each; 9 families own between 60 and 80 acres each; 36 f amilies own 
between 40 and 60 acres each ; 13 families own between 20 and 40 acres each; 6 
families own less than 20 acres each. 
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into the "tat . Thu l\·e ha\T een how all the 

""how nt to 1T \"\T .._"""'eden })a .ed th1·ot1gh Bu1·ling-

t n. rrhe fi1· t ',,, de in the city were, a £a1· a '"Te kno~T, 

Ka.••i.•n:~l and Dahlberg a11d th party that came "Tith them in 

1 4:1; l)ut the did not at any time 1· ide in the city. The 

fir t on " rho permanently located in Burlington and became 

the fo11nd 1· 0£ it .,"·edi h c lony ,, a Fabian B1·)·dol£ 1'1ho 

migrated £1·om O t 1·gotland in 1 41 locating in le,Telancl, 

Ohio. I-Ii £athe1· " ra a cle1·gyman, and B1·ydolf had recei, .. ed 

a good c.lt1cation. IIe ,,ra bJ' 1)1·ofe ion a land cape painter. 

In 1 46 he cam t Bu1·lington ,vith a !)arty of "Tedi h 
immigrant... being their inte1·1)1·eter on the journey a ,vell 

as a i ting them in ecuring land afte1· the a1·1·i ved at thei1· 
de tination.1 

Fabian Bi•)rdol£ d er, ... e to be 1·emem be1·ed among Iowa' 

arly pionee1· . fr. J. 1.\.. Lar en 2 give me the following 

ketch of him ,,Thich I take the libeI't)T to print: 'Brydolf 

enli~ ted for the l\Iexican ,,-r ar in the 13th "C. i." . Regular , 

wa in acti, .. e ervice throughout the " "'ar. At the beginning 

of the i\Til ,"'\Tar he rai ed a compan)T for the 6th Iowa , Tol­
untee1· , o. I. }le lost hi 1·ight arm at the battle of 
"hiloh, Ap1·il 6 1 G2 ,,Ta 1·enrarded £01· b1·a,eI')T ,,·ith p1·0-

motion to Li utenant olonel of the 21 t I o"ra. He 1·ecei\ .. ed 

commi sions from P1·e ident Lincoln (in 1 63) making him 

Lieutenant olonel 0£ the 2nd Regiment "'\T eteran Rese1·ve 

Corp . 3 Col. B1•)rdolf ha the record 0£ being a gallant 

1 Siandinavians, p. 158. 
2 Of Burlington, Iowa. 
3 In which capacity he served t1ntil 1886. ee :relson, ,vho gives a fuller 

biography of Brydo1f.-Scandinavians, pp. 158-159. 
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soldier and a good di ciplina11.an. He died at Burlington, 
Iowa, January 25, 1 97. ,z 

The next wedi h ettler in Bu1·lington was Ande1·s 01'r­

man, ,,rho 1'rith hi wi-fe came in 184 7 £1·om l\Ialander, 

Sweden. In that ear came al o l\f. F. Ilakan on, men­

tioned abO\"'"e 1 and in I -:l:9 Johan Inga1· on, £ron1 :r or1·a \ Ti 

in Ostergotland. Other certainly had ettled in the town 

by 1 49 but thei1· name ha\"'"e not come do"rn to us. By 
1850 the1·e 1\rere according to e\.,eral autho1·ities, about t\vo 

hundred wede in and about the city. 2 I t seen1s, however, 

that man of these were not actual ettle1· , but located the1·e 

merely tempor'ar·il later moving inland into the State. 3 

Among tho e ~rho ettl ed there in 1 50 the follo,,;ring may 

be named: John Augu:1tu John on, f1·om No1·1·a Vi, came 

in August in the hi1) l\Iinona via Boston, Albany, Buffalo, 

and Chicago, thence by tage to Rock I land; Anders ,,7" all, 

fou1· b1·othe1· , a i ter·, and mother arrived from Ul1·ika, 

Sweden, in October, 1 50; 4 and, finally, Cha1·ley lVIagnus 
Staff, wife a11d fou1· child1·en. 

The next ettlement was fo1·med in 1846 in Boone 

County, 6 170 miles northwest 0£ New weden. Tho e who 

first located in this locality were f1·om ICisa, Ostergotland, 

Sweden. ,Vjth the intention of joining Kassel's settlement 

1 Who, howeYer, soon went to Tew weden. Hakanson was born at Ronneby 
in Blekinge. 

2 J. A. L arsen, Burlington, (in letter), and also Norelius, p. 101 . 
3 11 r. Larsen writes that most of those who came at th is date stayed only a 

short time. In fact, even as late as 1857 th is was the case. 1.-f F. Hakanson 
}Vrites ( quoted by ... orelius ): '' There are not many who own real property. 
lifost of them are families that remain for a time, and afterward they go farther 
into the country, but otl1ers come in their place." 

4 1fost of this party located north of Fort Des 1\Ioines. 
0 In Douglas and Gardon townships. 
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th }.,. l)y mi tak w nt "Te t a £a1· a Racoon Fork . A part 

of the company late1· went to J fferson County; the re t, 

ho,ve\"'e1·, being attracted to the locality, decided to locate 

in Boone ounty p1· empting claims t"renty-five mile 

no1·th 0£ Fo1·t Des l\;foine , 1 ju t aero s the Boone County 

line. The e we1·e J\1agnus Anderson and L"{ n1ino1· cbild1·en; 

1\11· . Dalande1· with four ons and tn·o daughte1· , Emil 
Lai· P. , John ,v·an Anna, and Ulrica, 2 all grown; Jacob 

J Ison with two adopted daughteI· ; .t'\.ndrew Adam on and 

wife; and John el on, an elderly man 1\rho in the fi1· t 

y a1· wa the 1·eligiou teacher of the settle1·s. All were 

fa1·mers except And1·ew Adam on and John Dalande1· who 

,v re ca1·pente1· . 8 Among tho 1\·ho located the1·e in the 

following yea1· ""ere a1·l J. Ca el, on of the founde1· of 

the .r w weden ettlement, and F1·ed John on ( 185 1 ), son 

of Anders John on, '\\1ho died in K eokuk in 1 51. The 

nearest to,vn was Fort De l\Ioines and they ,·ve1·e eighty 

mile from the nea1·est g1·ist mill. "ome of the e settler 

late1· lost their claims and mo\ted t\venty-:five miles fa1-the1· 

north, ettling then in \\'" eb te1~ County on the Des lVIoine 

River ( see below). The first deed 1·ecorded in the county "-as 

given to M1· . Dalander and he1· ons £or the land -n1 hich thej'" 

ente1·ed f1·om the gove1·nment at the time of their a1·rival. 4 

In the fifties Carl J. Cassel and the Dalande1· platted a 

to"\\rn on theii· land and called it v\'"ede Point. Those "Tho 

1 Which at that time consisted of only a few log-houses, says orel1us . 

.2 l Tlrica Dalander married Carl J. Cassel (son of Peter I~assel ) at Fairfield, 
J efferson County, in 1-846.-History of Jefferson County, Chicago, 1879, p 418. 

8 Facts furnished me by John Anderson, of 1'.1adrid, son of ~lagnns Anderson, 
who came from P olk County in 184 7. 

4 A Biographical Record of Boone County, 1902, biography of Eric Dalander. 

• 

le 

] 

b 

of 

0 

hu 
de 

IDE 

re • 

th, 
Da 
fr 
bo 
Ian 
lan 
Ha 
--

1 

a 



1art 

est 
~ate 
ile:: 

lllfy 
• 

mil 
1cob 

and 

fir·t 

rere 
who · 

the 
,r of 

son 

The 
rhty 

• 

·ler· 
ther 

ines 

"·a 
ther • 

l. 4 

ed a 
who 

rfield, 
llS, 

erson, 

der, 

EARLY WEDI H I~fMIGRATIO T TO IO"\VA 611 

located at wede Point (now Mad1·id) were mostly Ameri­

can , however, but the1·e we1·e ten wedish families there in 

1 55. The ,Vebste1· Count settlement increa ed steadily, 

being n:om the :first one of the mo t p1·0 pe1~ous in the State. 

The ettlement that prope1·ly come next in 01·de1· is that 

of Be1·gholm in western \\r apello ounty, which was 01·igi­

nally an off-shoot of the e\v Sweden settl ment in J effe1·son 

County. In 1 47 Peter Ande1· on and wife, 1 Edd Fage1·-

trom C. Kilbe1·g 2 wife and five children, and Sven Jacob­

on 3 located the1·e. Ander on and Kil berg took se\1eral 

hundred acres of land, were prosperous and did much to 

develop the locality in its ea1·ly days. ""\7\Thile the settle­

ment never became la1·ge ther·e we1·e ome immig1·ants the · 

yea1·s following, especially in 1 53 and 1854. 4 An1ong 

these 1're1·e Pei· Gustaf Ande1· on 6 and v.1ife ( 1851) £1·01n 

Dalhem, KalmaI·, Gu ta£ John on 6 ( 1 52) and family ( 1 53) 

f1·om the same localit}.,., Carl Johnson, 6 S,Ten Bu1·geson, 

both £1·om Kna1·ed Halland ( 1 5 3) John Palson f1·om I-Ial­
land, Anders Pear on (Pehrson) also £1·om Laholm Hal­

land in 1853, Nels Pea1·son and wife (1854) from I{na1·ed, 

Halland els wen on, J ohannes Swenson, Sven Lai· en 

1 From Fryserum, Province of Kalmar, Sweden, born 1817 . 
2 From Laholrn, Halland, Sweden. He died a few years ago at Seattle, Wash­

ington. The name was in this country changed to Chilberg. Const1l And1ew 
Chilberg of eattle is a son of C. Kilberg. 

s Also from Laholm, Halland, Sweden. 
4 Norelius gives the number of Lutheran families in 1857 as twenty-two. 
5 Born 1820, died March 13, 1904. 
6 till living at 11unterville, Wapello Co, 1Irs. Nels Pearson and lvirs. Sven 

Larsen are also both still living. Rev. E. T. Lindeen, pastor of the Swedish 
Lutheran cht1rch at Bergholm, writes me that of those who toolr part in the 
organization of the churcl1 in 1850 eight are still living, four men and four 
women. 
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ancl famil}r, the la t th1·ee £1·om Knared in the }"ear 1 :54. 

111 1 57 the1·e ,, re t,v nt)T-t\11 familie . X oreliu ay of 

the settl ment at the time : The,y lived for ome time 

almo t ,, ithout any inte1·cour e ,,-ith 01· knoTI-ledge of othe1·· 

",,rede in \merica. * * * i...'ome became in time c1 uite 

,,·ealthy and all ,,·e1·e com£01iable. 'They o"rned f1·om 40 to 

400 ac1·e of land each. .J. f o r-.t of them had come £1·om I-Ial­

lantl, a fe,,,. n·oru () te1·gotland. ' 

.. ettlen1e11t ,,ra £01·mecl in 1 4 in IIa1·din toTrnship in 

,\T eb te1· Count)· nea1· the Boone ounty line. Thi settle-

m 11t, called ~ 'wede Bend and ,vhich later extended into 

l\Iarion to,vn hi1 in IIa1nilton County, lra founded b)~ -

tho e ,, ho had been forced to gi\ e up their claim in outh­

ern Boone ount)r ( ee abo,·e, l)· 610) . The £ounde1· of the 

ettle1nent ,,Ta John Linn, bo1·11 1 ·2G in Docl1·inghult, 

'ma.land, ' ,:reden YV ho " rith hi:, ,rife came that yea1·. ,\1hen 

he and a £e,v othe1· locate(l in Ha1·di11 to,,?n hip there "re1·e 

no white ettler i11 that J)a1't of ,"'\-r eb. ter ounty. 1 Lin11 

lived a a farme1· until 1 54 when he became con, .. e1tecl to 

1ethodi 1u bj~ Gu ta£ i... mith a wedi h P1·ote ·taut l\Ietho­

di t mini ter ,,rho vi ited the ettleme11t and made 01ne 

con\·erts there that year. Among the ea1·ly ettler~ ,, .. as al o 

Andre,v E11.ck on, ""'ho had emigrated £1·om Bollnas, I!el .. -

ingland, to "\Ticto1·ia Illinoi , in 1 49. I-Ie came to "'"ede 

Bend in 1 54 as a l\Iethodi t (Epi copal) mis ·ionary, in 

which capacity P. Ka el al o i ited the locality that year. 

Through the wo1~k 0£ I{a el, Erick on, and Linn the 1\Ieth-

1 ee Scandinavians, Vol. I, p. 184, where biograpl1y of Linn is printed. Nel­
son writes. "While log huts were being put up for the winter, Linn and his 
wife took tip temporary quarters under the trunk of a bass,vood tree which had 
been felled so that it.$ butt end rested on the stump." 

• 

• 

J 

od 

an 
th( 

OI 

Pe 
.~] 

Cru 

Ln 
son 

Job 
Ga. 
the 
i ru 
the 

A 
Con 
ony 

• 

oolo 
the 

• 

Ada 
and . 

came 
---

I Lh 
t Po 

Count1 
Progre, 

1Tb . ( 

lI!i:t nor 
kind It> 

l 

Jltj bt 
te•iden 



>4. 

of 
me 

ite 

t-0 

al-

• 
lll 

·le-
1to 
by ~ 

• 

th-
the 

tlt 

lell 

ere 
' 
lllll 

to 

ho· 

• 
1D 

EARLY WEDI II Il\11\IIGRATIO T TO IO"'\VA Gl3 

odi t ( Epi co1)al) ch u1·ch 1 became e ta blished among the 

wede in "'\Veb ter Count)7 eve1·al years before the Luthe1·­

an , i11 Rev. J\f. F. Hakan on, ent thei1· fir t mi sionary 

the1·e. Among the ea1·ly pioneer leaders we1,e P. J. Peter­

son (later 01·dained a a ministe1· ), John :rel on, ,amuel 

Peter on, Peter wedlt1nd, A . P . ..cinder on, Hon. Augu tu 

Ande1· on Pete1· Linn, Gu ta£ Linn, John Lindbe1·g, and 

Ca1·l 1Ion on. ome 0£ the 1)1·ominent pionee1· among the 

Lutheran ""Te1·e : Han Han on P eter La1·son, La1·s. 1\nde1·-

on, And1·ew John on G. ..c\.. E1·ick on, Adolf I-Ian on, 

John Bergqvi t, C. J. A. Eric on, 2 ndrew Lunclblad, 

Gu ta£ Ru tan, Ca1·l Felle1·son, and !Ian Obe1·g. In 1860 

the settlement numbe1·ed a little over 100· since that time 

it has grown to be one 0£ the n10 t influential settlements in 
the tate. 

A short di tance outh of wede Bend ac1,os the Boone 

County line at Ridge Po1·t (1)0 toffice, Mineral Ridge) a col­

ony was l ocated in the ea1·lie1· fi£tie . The histo1·y of this 

colony is clo ely bound up with that of the two colonies on 

the North. ome 0£ the earliest ettlers he1·e ,vere Ande1·s 

Adamson, Lar Fallen, ,.icholas P ete1· on 1\.dolph I·Ianson, 

and J on Jonson. 8 In the spring of 1859, C. J. A. E1·icson4 

came to Ridge Port and the1·e opened a small sto1·e. From 

1 Linn was converted to the fetl1odist Episcopal belief by l{assel and Erickson. 
2 For a personal history of e11ator Ericson, see A Biographical Record of Boone 

County, 1902, pp. 223-226; Ilistory of Scandinavians, V ol. II, pp. 164-166, a11d 
Progressive J.len of Iowa, V ol . II, 1)- 227. 

8 Thomas Olson, a Nor\vegian, also located tl1ere at the time. Tl1e facts regard­
ing nortl1ern Boone County a11d i11 part also tl1ose for W ebster County l1ave been 
kindly ft1rnisl1ed me by Senator Eri cson, of Boone. 

4 Senator Ericson ca1ne from Altona, Knox County, Tll111ois. As rental for the 
store building l\1r. Ericson tells 1ne l1e pa id the st11u of -.,3 per 1nonth, and for th e 
residence, a log house of two rooms, he paid 81.50 per 1uonth. 
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a lette1· fr m 1:r. E1·ic on I l1ere r111ote the follo'"·ing a of 

p cial i11tere t: '' 'fime ""e1·e hard and all the settler 

"r r poo1·. The1· rra p1·acticall}T no money in the count1·y; 

th lJu~ine " ra largely " 'hat ,,·a te1·med barter.' P1•0, 

duet cu1·1·ent at the to1·e " re1·e honeJ" bees"·ax maple 

uga1· l1ide £u1·s, ancl gin eng. :U 1 ou1· ,\Ta worth '7 J)e1· 

100 pou11d but none to be had. ,, ... e u ed co1·n meal £01· 

breacl "rbich ,,-a ,,rorth ,"'2 11 r l)u. hel. 1erchandi e had 

to be hauled 1 )- team £1·om loTira ity, th~n the te1111inu 

of the 1·ailroad 150 mile. at a co t of about 81.25 per 100 

pound u ually 1·el1ui1·ing t,,·o ,,·eek to make the rot1nd trip. 

The 1·oad ,, .. e1·e 1no tl. r me1·e trail ac1·0 the prai1·ie with -

bridge lacking o,-e1· man) of the t1·eam ; the teamster en­

co11nte1·ed man)T harcl hiJ) ,, ancl difficultie on the e t1·ip . '' 

The ettlement ,,rho e lJeginning·s ,,·e have jt1st di cu ed 
and ,,1hich include the th1·ee cot1ntie of Boone "'\\ eb te1· 

and IIamilton count among their membe1· many of the 

mo t enter1)ri ing and pro })e1·ot1 men in the State. It is 

the large t and mo t infl.11ential wedi h con1munity in Iowa. 

In .L\llamakee and 1layton counties two independent et­

tlement we1·e formed at a ve1·y early date, the -first a little 

ot1th \\Test of Lan ing the econcl bet,veen l\IcG1·egor and 

,11y l\1ag·ill. The ea1'lie t beginning of the ettlement in 

Allamakee ot1nty dates back to 1 50, when Erik Hann­

man 1 -from Hudik \7 all in Hel ingland located the1'e. In 

the same year G. A. wedberg ar1--ived £1·om Ht1diks,.,all, 

and Erik und f1·om Tuna. 2 Ft1rthe1·, in 1 51, and £1 .. om 

the same locality, came AnderN Bror ·t1·bm and Anders 

1 Emigrated in 1849. 
2 These came in tl1e same ship, but bad remained a while in Illinois. 
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Er on, f1--om Gnarp in IIelsingland together ,vith a few other· . 

Immigration continued in the following }'"ear .1\..nde1·s Dan-
. 

ielson from Ostergotland, A. G. Olson 1 And1·ew Ande1·son, 

P. J. Amque t, and Ole G. Ande1· on being especially 

named; but the ettlement never became la1·ge. 

The second ettlement, founded 1 "' 51 .. "Ta located £ou1· 

miles south of J\fcGregor, nea1· the "'n3r l\Iagill Ri tv1e1·. 2 The 

founde1· were taffan P eterson Staffan ~taffan on, 3 ancl Jan 

Larson. The e were led to emig1·ate by a b1·othe1·-in-law of 

ta:ffan P eter on who wa an ardent Jan enist. Not th1·i\Ting 

at Bi hop Hill, they went north as fa1· as l\IcG1·ego1·, 1v he1·e 

they with La1·son whom they had met in Illinoi , p1·een1pted 

land and located. In 1 5 the1·e v\,.e1·e eight families in the 

settlement. 

These t\vo small ettlements " re1·e there£01·e, f 01·D1ed f1·om 

Bi hop Hill Illinoi . The. have alway stoocl isolated f1·om 

the 1·emaining '1 "Tedish settlements in the State; they ha \'"e 

sent £01th no founde1·s of colonies to the ,,test. The earliest 

ettlement in J effe1·son County i in it 01·igin closely con­

nected ~ .. ith those of Pine Lake, vVisco11sin, ancl ""\7icto1·ia, 

Illinois. It in tu1n became in the follo,ving year·s a dist1·ib­

uting point f1·om which came many 0£ the ea1·ly })ionee1·s of 

all the othe1· ea1 .. ly colonie to the \\Test and the northwest, 

the beginnings of which we have endeavo1·ecl to sketch in 

these pages. 
GEoRGE ,.r. FLo:r.r 

T11E TATE U ~ I VERSITY OF I ow .A 

Io,v.A ITY 

1 The son of Andrew and Bertha Olson, who came in 1854. 

• 

2 History of the settlement given in Augustana for D ecember , 1889, by Profes­
sor . ~i. Hill, of A ugustana College. 

~ From Harjedalen, Norrland. Jan Larsen came from Gestrikland. 
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