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Tl1e 111o~t re111arkalJle caLe of 1 gi lati\1C bri1JeI')7 in the 
hi tory of Io,, n. occt1rre<.l iu the 1)io11e 1~ l riod ,,1hen the 

Io,,·a eol111trJ' ,, a till tt l)art of the original T erritor}r of 
,, ... i co11 .. in. Thi · ,,,.a th ca ·e f .L\lexancler ,,,.._ ~le regor 

a me1ul)er of the IIou~e of I e1)re --ent11ti \"'e from the "ou11ty 

of Dt11Jtl<l tie. Tl1e incident aro ·e cl11ring the econcl io11 

of the Ji'ir .. t L gi '"lati, . \.. e1u bl) £ the T errit r)T of ,,~i -
co11. i11 ,,yhich ,va helcl ,tt B11rli11gton in the "·i11ter 0£ 1 ""\ 37-

1 :3 l . fr. ~Ic(+r gor \\1a cbarg cl with ace 1)ting a bribe 
of thre hl111clrecl dollar , ( ;· 3tH)) for l re e11ti11g and fa,~oring 

a frnnchi e for a £erl'y aero ~ th :\Ii ·si i1)1)i Riy·er at Da,7 -

e111)01t. rfhe e,,.iclence "·a~ ,·er!,. t rong again t him; but 

final action ha , .. i11g been JJO~t1)onecl u11til the e "tra e ion of 

,J 1111 , 1 ~ '.I ' ~Ir. :i\Ic :rr gc>r re~ig11ecl hj "eat <1nring the 
inter\1al. 

X ot,,rith tancli11g tl1e i11tin1ate connecti ll of the affair "rith 
the })Olitical i ·tie of the ti1ne a11tl the 11rollli11enc of the 

} er on in,·ol, eel, the ca ·e eem to ha,-e bee11 almo t e11-

tirel. o\"·erlool<ed in t1 b ell 11e11t l1i tori cal literat11re. .i..\.nc.l 

o for an1·tbi11g like a11 a lec1l1nte accol1nt of the ca e one 

n1t1 t 0£ nece it)'" r ort to the origi11al -.;ot1rce . 
Ir . .1\.lexancler "'\\T. l\IcGregor 1 ,,·a a11 earl)T and 1)ro111i-

11ent ettler in the Ol1th of Du b11c-111e 011nt)T · and for O\'er 

1 Tbe subject of this sketch should be carefully clis ti11gu1 h eel from .Alexander 
l\fcGregor \Vho, during the sa1ne years, ,va.s ruunin; a ferry bct,veen Prail ie 
du Chi en and :r.rcGrego1 , wluch latter to,vn wa 11an1ed in his bonor.-i..: ee tbe 
Inte1-. tnte Puulishiug Corupany·s llistory of Clayton County, pp. 585--388. 
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twenty year hi name i inter w ,·en " ·ith the hi tor., of the 

town 0£ Da,enJ)Ort. In the fall of I L1 3,5 a })arty" 0£ . e,·eu 

men a embled on the })Orch of 1. C+eorge Da, .. eu1>01·t 011 
the i land known a Rock I lancl. The 1)art3T con. i~ted 0£ 
(

101. (-ieor ·e Da,-en1)ort, :\Iajor 'fhon1a.. ,rnith, A ntoine 

Le laire :\Iajor ,,-m. C-rorclon, 1 ,-i 8. '1ol to11, .L\.lexancler 
,,.,.._ ~IcGregor ancl PhiliJ) IIam1)a11gh. Tl1e e,·en })io­

neer together ,, ith 'a,i)tain .Jame :\Iay, £ormec1 the com­
I an }T , , .. hich organizecl the tow11 of Da,~en1)ort. 1 I t wa ... in 

uch a notal)l connection a thi th~t ::\Ir. ~IcGregor began 
hi l)olitical career in I o,ra. 

In 1 36 he 01)e11e<l. the fi r"'t law office in Da,·enport, 2 ancl 

i111 111ediatel3- bec~ .. llle a l)romineut figl1re in local })Olitic . 

::\Ioreo,-er, it ap1)ear that in the fi r t election helcl in the 
T erritory of ,,~i co11. in :\Ir. l\I c reg r n·a a cuncli<late £or 

the II ou e of Rep re ntati \·e from Du buc1 ll e ount.Y~ w hi h 

according to the order of de jgnation in the ))l'Oclamation of 

Gozernor Dodg 3 co11.;titutecl the ec nd a embly cli trict 
of the T erritory. 4 

• 

1'here were ixteen cancliclate in the field at thi time .. '5 

F our of them -n"ere nominatecl l)j"" a con,ention of the Demo­
crat of Dul)uc1ue 1ot111t\" which met at ~ the mouth of Bee 

Branch on Cooley ' on 1. 
1e1)tember 26 1 · 36 . 0 The other 

1 ,,rilkie's Daven.port, Past and Present, pp. 32-33. 

~ I bid, p. 3i. \ ee also Darrow's Ilistoty of colt C'ou nty-i u the .L1 nnals of Ioioa, 
V ol. I , Jan. 1863, p. 4i . 

3 
._ hambangh's :Jlessayes ancl Ptoclauiattons of the Governors of louJa, , .... ol. I, 

pp. 50-52. 

" .... bambangh's Assen1bly Dtsirtcting in Ioioa-in The Iou;a Joutnal oJ' IIisto,·y 
an.cl Polftics, , ... ol. II, p. 526. 

ir DllBuque l .. is itor. 1t o1. I . No. 23, Oct. 12, 1836. 
6 l b,cl , Xo. 21, ~-ept. 28, 18:3u. 



i11 ·l11(li110· ~Ir. l\(cGr gor ,, er 1 r<)n°·11t lJ fore th }) 01)1 by 

:t1111cJt111c 111 11ts tl1rc>t1crh th c<)l1111111 of the 11 ,,,-1 n1>er · a11cl 

si111i1ar 111 tl1<)tl tl1en i11 \ 1 O <Yt1 . ... \11 t c) tll' f th ca11cliclate 

or 11 ~ I 1110 ·rt1tie • n1,,. 11tic,11 ,,1 )re '.)l ct cl: ,,·hile I.Jorincr 

,\.11 .)1 >r ·01111)1 t <.l th,. 11t1111l er ) f I e1)r .)s 11tati, ~ nllo,,· cl 
to J )tl lJ ll 111 '.) 01111 t ) . 1 rI'l1 e le ·ti 11 1' t tll'll "-h< ,,. l\'[r. nlc­

( :rr g r t c> l1a, • 1> e11 tl1 s) 11i11tl1 111au i11 })<)i11t of 11111111 r of 

\ Ott>~ r C )i ,red. Ile \\ a 11t)llOl'etl ,,rith 2 33 lJallot.;; i11 th 

e111tir O1111t 1 •
2 

• 

'f h l➔'ir~t I.Jecrisln.ti ,1 :> ... \. em 111 \ r c>f the T rrit<)r\' 111 t n t 
• • 

1~ ll111011t i11 the 1111)11tl1 c1f ~tol r a11cl "at 1111til 1) ce111l)er fl 

1 3G. 3 111 tl1 arl.\ ~1,ri110· of 1 l ~-, (
1c lo11el II. rI. Ca1111), 

()11 or th~ ll • ' J ·sf11l ·~111clitln.t ' of tl1e D 1110 ratic COll , . 11-

tio11 of h.) 1>rec->tli11g fnll ,,·tt · tbro,,11 frt 1u a hort-e, recei\·­

i11g i11j11rie ,v hi ·h eat1 ~e<.l l1i · (lea th. To fill th \·aca11e)· 

th ll '"' ·r~atecl i11 th I I <>tls of I e1>re~e11tati, s, ({o,·er11 c) r 

l)otlg i ·11 tl a })l'O ~ln.111ntio11 1 calli110· n 1)eci:1l lecti 11 for 

,T11l)' 1(), 1( :3 7. ....\ 1 iritecl ca1111>ai0 ·11 follo,,~etl. 
'fl1 1) .)1uocrat~, foll )\Yi11g O11t tl1eir 1)rn.ctice of a no111i-

11ati11g c 11, e11tio11, i .. 11 l n, call 5 f t1r n 111e tin°· ,-rhich ~t111-
\-e11e<l at tl1e iot1rt 11011 e i11 l)t1 l)t1t111e 011 ,J 1111 1- 1 -.. ;3 7 

a11cl 110111i11at Cltl J oh11 l)ar1( ,r. 6 .... \. n r ~itle11t of th to,,·u f 
D11lJtlc111e, nfr. 1>i1.rl .. er l1n,tl i11 )etol l' 1 ~a.), l>ee11 el ct (1 

as 011 :) f tl1 t,v 111e m lJer..; o C the L gi:ln.ti, e 1c 1111cil of 

1 ha 111 b:i.ngh 's )fessayes ((ncl Proclconal,ons of the GoL•e,nors of l o1va, \ Tol. 1, 

p. {>0. 

i ] Ju l luCJ.ue l 'is1tor, \ Tu1. I , .1.To. 2 1, (>ct. 1n, 18:30. 

s J ournal of the ]louse of I?eprescntrrl,t•cs, 1880. 

1 . han1bnu01t·s ,ressayes and z,roclconutions of the Guverno1s of l oiuu , '"ol. I, 
pp :iO-GO. 

i. Ioiva J..Ve 1us, , ,ol I , ~ o. 2, ,J n11e 10, 183i . 
6 J ln cl, No •1, .June 2·1, 183i 
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1'Iichigan T erritorJ" from Dl1bt1(1l1e Cot1nty. 1 111·. IcGregor 
however announcecl him elf; ancl throt1gh a circular jn the 
I olOCl .... , ..,.e1c:· he . et forth at g1·eat length hi 1)olitical ,Tie,T· . 
He a,-o,"Vec.l hi belie£ in the cloctri11e of in trt1ction b con­
. tituent ancl in n. jl1(liciot1. · policy 0£ internal i1111)rovemeut . 2 

One week later, :\Ir. Parker made a ._ i111ilar anno1111ce­
ment O})l)O, i11g the entire banki11g te rn ancl the J' tern 

of exten i \'"e i11ternal im1)ro'\"'ement . . 3 On J tll)- , 1 3"/ t,, .. o 

clay before the electio11 ~Ir. Parker again t1 ed the nen·" ­
l)a1)er col11m11 to cor1·ect certain re1)ol't ,Y hich had be n 

cii·c11latecl again t him. 4 In thi commt1nication he clefencl 
himself again t the charge 0£ hi l)eing 0111)<). eel to the cli,-i-
ion of D11b1.1c111e 011nt5 .. , ancl explain · hi. failt1re to attencl 

the Green Ba}.,. meeting of the Legi~latiY'e 1ot1ncil of )Iich­
igan T erritor:,- in the })l'ececling }~ear. Ilo,r mt1ch the "e 
report again t }iI1·. Parker influenced the election i a mat­
ter of conject11re · b11t the fact remain , that l\Ir. :\Ic rregor 

"~a cho en Repre entati ve " 7 ith a majorit),. of 13 n ,Tote . 5 

I-Ie took hi eat at Bl1rlington in the £ollo,ri11g .... T o,,.emlJ r. 
I t ,,·a. cluri11g thi 'eco11cl e ion of th Fir t Legi "'lati,Te 
.... i. eml)l.}r 0£ \\ri ·con in T erritory, in the ,,rinter of 1 ·;37_ 

l t' 31 that the inciclent occl1rrecl ""ith " .. hich tl)i e av i 
• 

1 lia111ban~h·s ..dssenzbly Distr,cting in Io1va-in The I oivrt Journal of Ilist,ory 
roul Politics, , ... ol. II, p. 52 L .'ee al~o, lrong's l[islory of the 1T,.1sco1isin Terri­
to,·y. pp. lHl-103. 

Xote. Theie are e"ic.lences of election of local officers in Io"·a even before thls 
ti1ue.-, ee halllba.n!!h'ti Docunienta,·y Ifisto1·y of I oiva, \ To}. III, p. 278. 

2 I oiv<t ..\-euJS, "\7ol. I, :So 4. ,Ju11 e 24, 1837. 

3 Jbl(l. Xo 5, ,Jnly 1. 18:3, . 
1 lbicl, .1:0. G. J nly 8. 18$7. • 

6 l bicl, :So. 7, .July 15. 1 37, .1. .. 0. 8, ,Jnly 22. 1837. 
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rrh car er of l\i r. \.lexancler ,,T. )Ic --i-regor in the legi ..... 

latt1re i a11 iut re ti11g 011e: l)ut the file"' of t l1 11e,, "l)tlJ)er 

of hat ti111 g·i ,.,. C>11lyr 1ueagre a11cl £ten fat1lt;· itern~ cou­

c r11i11g tl1e l)ri lJ J'.),. ca~e ,vith "· hieh hi · 11ame i --on11ectecl. 

\..11(l o th 0111)· official -.; ot1rc or i11formati<)11 reg·arcling the 

d tail.., of tl1e a ff air i... the ,1011 l'J1al o.r· t li e Ho,, ·e o.r· R eJ Jl'B· 

. ~1ltl1fice. of thP Territor,r of ,, ... i con~in . 
• 

, ... e r )r 1)ro111ir1e11t a1uo110- th .. to1)ic of tli ct1 ~ion iu the 

... \ 8. e111l)l}' clt1ri110· thi 1)eri,Jtl ,,-ere T erritorial rontl .. a11d ferr~­

franchi e .1 ,,Therever a ton n gr ". ll}) alo11g the l)a11i~ 0£ 

the I\fi. i si})})i the Io,,·a th , \T a1)...,i1)in11icon. ·<)l" the l\fa­

<1l1oketa ri,·er. , there 0011 follo,,·ecl a rel1ue"'t for £err)- 1)ri, ­

ilege at that })lace. 'fhe securi110· of a £ran ·hi ... e moreo,·er. 
,, a fre<1 t1e11tl}-- att 11cl ecl 1)). con~itleralJle ri \·alr)-; £or the 

right of e tn,bli "hing n11(l 111nintaiui11g a £err)- ,,·a" o·enerally 

gi ,~en in t-he 11att1re of a U101101)ol}" g·rant. )Ir. ~Ic :rregor 
ee1us to ha,·e iutere 'tetl him el£ e 1)eciall5,. in thi line 0£ 

l)ublic i1u1 ro'{:eme11t ancl £ten })re entetl J)etitio11 to ancl 

introdt1ced bill i11to the H ou e £or thee tnl)li hm0 nt of T er-

1·itorial roacl 2 or the g·ranting or ferry rig·ht . 8 

I t wa' 011Decembr2 1
, 1 );37, that :Jir. l\Ic reg·or i11tro­

dt1cecl l3ill .i: ... o. · 2, entitled '' .J.\_ bill to charter the Da, n­
})Ort team ferr)r com1)anJ· ,,·hich n·a read the :fir --t tim 0 

and laitl on the table. 1 'fhi ,, .. a the fir t .. te1 iu the erie 

of e,.,.ent ""hich lecl to hi , downfall. On Deceml)er 2, a 

certain J ohn ,,ril on, a ri ,·al })etitioner for a £err franc hi e 

1 Van cler Zee's The R oads and lliglavays of Territorial Ioiva-iu The Ioiva 
J o1trnal of Ilisloty an<l P olitics, , .. ol. III, pp. 181- 191. 

2 Journal of the llouse of Representatiues, 1837-138, pp. 50, 7;"5. 

, Ibid, p. 110. 
4 Ib id, p. 113. 
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at Da,-eDJ)Ort, made charge 0£ briber.)"!" again t ~Ir. :\Ic xr o·or 

-which ,v re brought to th attention 0£ the IIol1 e of Re1)re­
entati \-e . ltlr. 1. 

1hole. . of Br wn C'oti11t,.,., aro.-- i11 the 
' 

H ou ·e on the £ollo""in · :\Ionclav and offerecl a re olt1tio11 t 
• 

the effect that a <.:ommitt e of three be a1)1)ointecl to in,-e. ti­
gate the charge l)rot1ght by a ce11ain J hu ,,.,.il on agai11 t 

a member 0£ the }Iou e. The re"olt1tion ·r{a a<lo1)tecl au<l 
a committee, cou .. i -,ting· of 11 . r ·, . "hol . , Engle, an<l 'h 1-

clon, ""a a1 I oi11ted "7.th in tructi n to r port a oon a.-­
l ructical)le. 1 ,, ... hile the committee ,va. in es io11 the .Ll. -

eml)ly I t1r uecl the \"e11 tenor of it ,,~ay- . fr. :\IcGregor 
attencled regt1larl}r and too]~ })art in the }) l'OC ecli11g acti,-el;­

u1)po1ting Territorial roacl 2 and 011 one occa ion occu1)~viug 
the chair in committee of the whole. 3 

The charg·e ,,·hich ha 1 been n1acle again t l\Ir. ~IcGreg·or, 

and Yrhich ""ere referrecl to the l)ecial co1nmittee, ar0 per­

ha1) be t ·et £01-th i11 the cle1 O"'itio11 macle 1). J oh11 ,\.,.il ou 
at Bt1rlington on Dece1ulJer 2 1 ';3 7. I t r ad a follon" : 

'~ I , J ohn ,, ... il. on, being tluly . worr1 cle1>0 e ancl sn.y that 1)r eviou ' 

to the electio11 of Alexantler :\IcGregor, a~ a r epre .. ntative fron1 tl1c 

county· of Dul)uq ue in the leg i~la.ti ve as ~e1nbl y of "'\\,..i.:ico 11.;:; in Ter­

ritory I held a conYersatio11 "-"ith a id ni c xreg·or in which I state<l 

to hin1 tl1at I wa cle~irou of olJtai11ing fro111 the lcg·itlature a g·1ant 

of a ferry JJr1vilege fro111 Da,·cnport i11 saic..l county of Dubuqtte, to 

t e1Jhcn on iu the tnite of Illinoi , 11pon wl1ich the aicl ~IcGregor 

l)ropo eel to n1e tbat I .. J1onltl tt."e my iniit1e11ce t o 1)roc11re hi el ~ction, 

ancl tated that, if electccl lie woulcl exert 11i111 "el f t o 1>rocure for 1ue 

t11e g·rant from tl1e legi latnre. After tl1e aicl ~IcGregor -v.·a .. electecl 

and the Friclay pre ion to the cou1mencement of the c. s io11 of the 

1 Jou1·nal of the IIou.se of Representatives, 1 3i-1838. p. 13-3. 
~ lbid, p. 212. 

a Ibid , p. 23G. 



lccri,latur •. I 'c)JlVer,C'll ,,·ith hin1, antl r ]>Catcd 111~ .. request that he 

,,•onld nsc hi ... influ )nee for 111 •, nn<l prun1iscd hi111 that I ,,•oul(l pay 

hi111 one bnu<lretl doJlar, if th la,v- pa, ell. Ile the11 gaye me hi 

pron1i,e that h ,,·onlll lentl n1c hi inf-lnencP. and drew np for 111e a 

petition at 1ny r )<1nc t. To tbi~ petitio11 I 1n·o ·\1retl -..igna.ture · ancl 

on '"fl1ur ·llay after the con1n1enccn1e11t of the ,e ... ,i )Tl , I 1>re,entecl to 

l1ir11 the petitio11 a11<.l other pap •r,, at t hi-. pla ·e. w lien he again pro1n­

i t•tl 111 hi intlnnn ·e. I th n 1>ro ·e cl J t o ."t. J.,oui, 0 11 bu,ine. ,, 

anll rctnrne<l to thi JJlace on 'l'ue .... da:? last, the 2 " th in ta11t. n tl1e 

e\' ning of 1"ne llay·, I called on ~ll'tircgor, a,n(l i11\1nired co11 ·erui11g 

111),. petition-... Ile -.,tntetl to 111 ~ thnt, he ha(l 11ot prc~ented tbe1n: 

that l1is r ·a. on fur not cluing ... o ,va", tl1at he ha(l reccivc(l another 

petition for the sa111c 1>nrpo-..e f ron1 a. ·0111pa11:r; that h e hacl not prc­

:scnte<l tl1i petition fro111 tl1c ·0111pnuy (,, ]1ith I a,certaine(l tl1e 11ext 

n1ornino- to be fal,e, an<l that h ha(l prc~cutec.l it ) O\lt that l1e felt 

Lonna to 1,r<>~cnt it, a it can1e fron1 h1, fr1enl1s. nn\1 that bi~ urother 

"·a , intere tc<l. 1 repeated 111!· off r to 11n~· bi111 the x100. if he 

,, .. unltl get 111y g rant fron1 the 1 ~i~l:1tnre; lie re1,liecl tl1at it "Wa' 11ot 

enough, l,nt that if I ,,onlcl 1>a~· bi111 ~300, he "·ould })l'C eut the peti­

tion of Lhe ·ornpany, (for he fel t bountl t o clo "o 111\1ch for thc111,) nnc.1 

pern11t their hill to 1Je lost, an,] exert l1i~ infine11ee for me. To tl1i" 

I replied, that I t11oug ht l1c :i:--kccl t oo 111neh. Ile tl1en an ". retl tl1a t 

I ,va · o,vner of gon1e f rr~· 1,oat:--, and that I l1ac1 bctt r pa)· him 

K:~oo, tl1an to ha Ye th compa11y to g ta charter. ancl th 11 run the ri 1~ 

of~ llin°· or not c1l in o· 1n)--1Joat -;. I tolll hin1 that I ~·onl<.1 think of 
~ .., 

it, arH.l src hi111 in th ) n1orning. I sn,,y him the nc~t n1orning, an<1 i11-

forn1c(1 l1i111 that I ,vonlc.1 con1ply ,, ith lLi-. c.lc111anll. Ile then adYis )c.1 

inc to get 01ne other 1,er ,011 t o 1>re. ent 1n:r 11 )tition~ and JHl}Jers, n.nll 

stated t hat lie ,vonl(l 1 L hi., l>ill l)c losL, n11t1 . npport n1ine. Ile tl1 ,11 

clrew np n not for ~300, null anucxet1 to it a stiJ>uln.tion that he "Wi~l1e(l 

111c to . ign. I ~ig11etl t he111, and rcqnc:,tc<l hin1 to give me n. COJ>r of 

tl1cn1. Ile the11 wrote n, CO}>~ of tl1c111 :11H1 l1nndc(l tbe1n to 111c. 1 

1 ,Journal of the /louse of Re1»·ese11/at1ve", 1 3i-l :;s, pp. 240-2-51. 'fhe llepo-11-
tiou includes also the note u1ent1onetl. I t i cert1fiecl to by I)a, id llenclershtit, 
tlusticc of the l'eace. 
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The committee nThich carrie<.l on it · i11\· ~tigatio11 for 

nearlJT a month ... 11mU1011e(l lJefore i t citizen of Da\Te111)ort 

and the ,-icinity antl took ue1)osition regarcli11g the re11t1ta­
tion of J ohn "\\'"il ·on for ,·eracit)... j_\.. II. Da,·en11ort, J a~. 

DaY·en1)ort, a11Ll many other }>l'<)miueut 111e11 tP ... t ifiecl to th 

general hone. t~.,. of the man; ,,·hile J 011atha11 l a.rker .i.\uclre,,· 

Rt1 · ell :\Ir. P on .. er. · "'\\T. 1. Eno-, Jr. an<.1 other "' te tifiecl 

that hi rept1tation ,va not goocl. 1 

The I)roceecliug before the committee ho"" co1ifiicti11g 

01 inion.:, lJt1t th O general treucl 0£ e,'itleuce i · ·trong·l },. again t 

irr. nicG-1·egor. Dr. R e).,.llOlc1 a 1ne1111 er or the Iloll ·e 0£ 
Rei re entati \~e , tatecl 111)on oath that lie hacl hacl a ccJ11 ,,.er­

..,atio11 ""ith J ohn ,, ... il on in regaru to the 11ote i11 vrhicl1 

:\Ir. "\\°T'il 011 macl e the tate1nent that he hacl agr ell to 11n.y 

... Ir. ~Ic(-rregor t l11·ee ht111clrecl (lnllar (B:~()!) ) to 1)roc11re for 

him a charter £or a £erf}.,. aero · the :\Ii-· i" i1)1)i..2 :\Ir. B. ,\r. 
'lark ,vol'e that he '\'Va l)l'e ·ent at aucl hea1\.l the ame co11-

\·er~atio11. 3 

?iir. ~IcGregor' · ex1 lanation of th e no+e i -- ,·erJT i11ge11iot1 

if not altog·eth er "ati ·factor}"· Ile ·laimecl that J 01111 ,\ ... il ··011 
,,. hen he left £or ~ 't. Lot1i _ hatl taken ,,·i th him e, eral note 

to collect in that })lace £ r :\Ir. :\IcGreg r; anLl that a111011g 

the e note there nTa, O11e 1),T )Ir . \V. I I. Eacle for a little 
• 

O\·er three ht1nclrecl clollar'"' (· '3()0) . Thi note TI"a " collectetl; 
ancl o, ,,·be11 J h11 \\""ilson rett1r11ecl to Io,y·a he 1 rot1ght 
,,·ith him thre huu l recl clollar (,~'8<)0) lJelo11gi11g to ~Ir. 

)IcGr ;;,g r. ~Ir. :Jic -rregor the11 a ... e1't · that J ohn "\\ ... il on, 

1 Jour,vll of the IIou:se of Reptesentat ties, 1 ,3i-l 38, pp. :2jl-2:i2 

t 11.;;c1. p. 4 2-!. 

:11u·c1. pp. -122- -1~:3 



• 

1 ing i11 11 (l of 1110n Y' , ,,-i~h cl to kee1) tl1e three hl111clr \cl 
dc)llnr~ (, ·:3t)L>). 'l'hi he l1ad l een allo,,recl to clo g·i,Ting hi -­

o,v11 11ote ft)r the a1not111t. 'l'o 11ro,·e thi })()int the t ~ti-

111011~ of l\Ir. ]J,1cle \r,1 11ece ~arJ' ; a11(l it ,1 l)})en.r .. that ~fr. 

)f Cir <"Or ll e<.l ,rer\"' effort to fi11cl him l)t1t in ,·ai11. JI 
~ 

tl1 ref<)l' a keel fl>r a J)O t11011e111 nt of the ca e. 

()11 .J a11uar)T 2 1 :-3 , tl1 co1n1uitt e l)roug·ht in a re1)ort 
,vhich "'h,),, e<.l that tl1e, ,Yere t ro11o·l,- ineliue(l to l)elie,Te in 

~ ' 

the tr11th f the chnrg s. rfhe~v· . tatecl the <.lefendnut '"' re-

c1t1e"'t f, r more time l)tlt ex1 re ... eel the OJ)i11io11 thrtt clt1e dili­

genc hacl 11ot 1 ee11 t1~ecl l))T the one a~ki11g for ti1ne, a11<.l 

th }r cle,irecl the IIot1 e to clecitle on the im1 ortance of ::.\Ir. 

l\Icl-rregor, · affitla,·it. Fiuall)" the committee l)re ente<.l a 

re:oll1tio11 cl claring · that i11 the 01)iuiou of thi hou e, 
Alexa11cler ,,T. :\IcGregor .... ha~ l)eeu guilt)~ of reco, r­

i11g a 1Jril)e .... ancl ought to l)e, a11d herel):"' i , ex1)ellecl 

from hi. •pat in thi hot1 e. ''1 ..c\..t the an1e time a re .. olt1tion 
,, .. a 1)re 11 tecl calli ug £ r a r J)rima11cl of J hn ,, ... il 011 be­

fore th l)ar of the Ilou e. 2 The re1)ort a11tl re olt1tion ,rere 

run.de tl1e orcler of the cla.y· £or the follo,i.·ing :JI nda.~ .. ( J anu­

ar)r 7 1 :3 ) ; a11d o the ca e a1 l)earecl for tri,11 before the 

fi11al cot1rt, tl1e IIot1 e oi I., e1 re entati ,- . 

It ma:;' at thi })Oint be intere ting· to note the uamec. of 
tTI'O 1uen con11ectetl ,yith thi trial. l\ir. ::.\Ic -reg·or eem to 
ha\·e \·er)" largel}· coutli1cted hi ,,,u ca e ; bt1t John ,, ... il C, u 

e1n 1)lOJ,.ecl a hi ,, attorne;y· l\Ir. Jame ,,.... G-rime 3 a11d 1'ir. 

1 Jou,·nal of the Ilouse of Representatives, 1837-1 3 , p. 2-3:3. 

2 Ibid. p. 253. 
8 l\Ir. ,Jarues ,v. Griu1es "ra Governor of tl1e State of Io,va fro1n 18;34 to 1 38 

and r ep1esented I o,va in the l.Jnitetl , ... tnte enate from 18,jfl to 18u9.- ee 
alter's Life of Ja11ies 1r·. Gri1nes 
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,, ... illiam IIen1•31' ,tarr 1 tttTo of the mo ·t l)r minent 1u ;lu in 

the earl} ... hi."tory of I o1''a. 

From the ,70111·,ittl o._t' tl1e H o1t ~e it a1)1)en.r that the 111att r 
"·a po ... tponecl twice an l finallsr came l1p for COll, icleratio11 
on J an11arJr 1,) 1 3\') . ~Ir. 1'lc(1regor J)re, 11tecl a tate1ne11t 

explaining the connection £ l\Ir. Eatle with the three ht1n­

dred dollar ((~'3()0) 11ote and accom1)anied hi tatement "yith 
an affidavit from :\Ir. Eacle hi1n el£ ,'Ul)l)Ortiug the £act a 

.:\Ir. l\IcGregor had tatecl them. 2 rrhi ' tatement a11c.l affi.­

cla ·rit "" re referred to the ame ommittee ,, hich hacl 1)re, i­
ot1 .. ly hacl charge of the matte1·.3 .L\.n un._t1cce ful attempt 
wa macle on thi clay b1 ... l\Ir. Engle to hav·e the in,~e tiga­

tion 1)0 tponed to the next e ·ion of the A · ·em1Jl)r.-i 

On the next day, ,T anuary 1 G the committee re1)orted 
that the affida,~it of ~l r. Eacle ma.de the mn.tte1· clot1btft1l, 

and r commentled the 1)0 t1)one1ne11t of the mn.tter t1ntil the 
l)er onal attenclance of that gentleman co1,1l<.l be 11·oct1recl ·6 

and before a(ljol1rni11g £or the day a re olt1tion wa carriecl 
b).,. a ,~ote of t,·vent1 .. to three which 110 t.1 011ecl con icl ration 
t1ntil the next ...... .....-..... ion. 6 

On thi ame day the re olt1tion re1)ri111ancling J ohn , , .. il-

·on "a di l)0 ed 0£. I r. Grime and l\Ir. c tarr defe11cled 
~Ir. ,,..-il on the cliscu -:·i o11.· being , ,.el')" l)iritecl. In the 

1 The J onrnal of the llouse of Reptesentatlves, 18:37-1838, p. 332, gives his 
11a1ue as \Villiam Henry , tarr. rr here was also in Bu11i11gton at this tillle a 

• 
promiuent attorney named Jlenry W. , ta.rr. 

~. Journal of the IIouse of lf€.presentat1ves, 1837-1838, ~\ ppencl1x, ..__~o 7, pp. 
300-402. 

8 I bid, p. 321. 
4 I bid. p. 320. 
5 l birl. pp. 330-331. 
0 1 bal, pp 335-380. 
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c,>l11·---~ of tl1 <.lebatt' }f1. irirne n1acle the re111ark · that he 

<licl [ 11ot J <.le11.,r that hi--- cli nt (,\.il~o11) hacl offered )Icl11'eg·,)r 

the l1t1r1tlrecl (lollar~ l)tl t that offer Olll)r l)l'OCeeded from a 

a :111 e r <.>t1 l1eart, st1ch a heart a he ( TJ·ime ) ... houlcl 1Je })l'Ot1cl 
to J)O , e~ .... '· 1 

. \.. ~0111 n:hrtt ...,erio11 altercuti<>11 occt1rred at thi })Oiut l)e­

t,,,r e11 l\ir. ~. tarr a11cl :\ fr. I)atrick Qt1i o·le.,'T one or the 1nem­

l)er fro111 I)t1l 11<1t1e · 01111t3·. .Jir. Qt1ig·leJ· hacl 1)ee11 ,·er}· 

1111)l1n,ti · i11 l1is tl 11 l111ciatio11 of J oh11 ,,~il on for corru1)ting 

1 g·i. ltlto r~. I-I referrecl to the re1nark of n[r. .J"ri111e-., ( jt1"t 

c 1 l1ote<.l) au(l ~aitl that if the cri1ne of " ·hich l\fr. (Trime--­
lJC>a tecl tl1at l1i li 11t ,,·a gl1ilt;· hall 1)ee11 committed in tl 

11eigl1 lJc >ri11g ~tat ( ~Ii. . c)t1ri) it ,,,.011ltl . 11 bject him to the 

JJe11ite11tiar.\~ for the ter111 of ... e, en .'-e~r~. · IIere ~Ii·. Starr 

i11terrt1J)tetl the s1)eaker ,Yitl1 the tutement, I t i £al ~e. '':? 

.... Trttt1rall,- t l1j treatecl ornen·hat 0£ a li turlJance i11 the 
' 

1Iol1. e, cll1ring ,, hich the i. 'ergea11t •at-11rm Yra orclered to 
ta]{e ~[r. 1,..'tarr i11to cu tocl. r for coutem1)t. 

Later i11 the aft .l r110011 l\Ir. ~tarr a1)J)earecl lJefore the 
IIou. e ,, .. ith the , tate1ue11t that he had not i11tentlec.l to in t1lt 

the cligni t}.,. of the I-Iol1 e that he hacl ai(l the T\'Orcl in a11 

11ugt1arclell 1110111ent antl 110,,· atl1uittecl hi i1111)rl1c.le11ce. 8 .Jir. 

Rt)n"lin, one of l\fr. (~t1ig·le)' a ociate from D11b11<1ue 
Cot1nt}'". 1uo,Tecl to di charge l\Ir . ..._,tarr from ct1 t (,d)-r, 4 ,Yhere­

llJ)Oll 1r. Engle, nnother of the Dt11J111 l1e d 1eg·ation ruo,e<l. 
a .. ub. titt1te 111otio11 to the ft'ect that :\Ir. tarr 1Je iml)l'i ·,_ 

1 Iowa :Ye1ns, , , ol I , :Xo. 44, 1\pl'i l :21. 1838. 
11 Ib id, :No ·1•!, April 21, 18,38. 
3 Journal of the !louse o . .f Re,>resentatn.,1es, 18:37-1838. p. 336 
4• l bi<l. p. 83U. 

• 
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oned twenty-four hour"' ancI fin ecl one hl1nclrecl llollar .1 'rhe 
" 

u b titl1te motion failed ho,,~e,· r , a11u :\Ir. ~ 1 tarr ,,·a di -

char ·ed. Thi" action 0£ the IIot1E-e i11cen eel ?\Ir. Q11ig·le.) ... 

greatly and on the follo,,·ing mor11ing he 1)re entecl to that 

l)ody hi re ignation. 2 T hree c1a, · later the IIot1, e a lj ot1r11-
en and the member cli 1)er ed to thPir home . 

During all thi "' t ime '"ery little inforruation co11cerni11g· 
the ca e seem to ha,e found it "' ,,·a,-r into the colt1mn" of 

• 

the new"1)a1)er of :\Ir. ~IcGregor home cot111t}~- T he l o11 1r1 

.... , -.-e ,11 ') l)eak of the affair on D ecem1Jer 30, 1 ~ :3 7, for the 

-fir t time a11cl then ,Tery guardedl:,~ becau e 0£ lack of i11£or­

mation. In a later i · t1e 3 ,,ith all the righteo11 · inclig11atio11 
of a })artii.; an 1)a1)er , it a 11me a "trong·er tone, conclem11 

~Ir. IcGregor a · a 1na11 '' lo ·t to e,·ery en~ e <)£ honor anll 
propriet3.. ' anLl talce })articular care to tate that · l\Ic i regor 
i , ancl e,er ha l)een a ··\'"\Thig. ' 

A little o,·er a 111011th hacl ela1) eel ,,;rhen the fc)lloYving 

hort bl1t ignificant notice ap1)ear ~ in the ame })Ul) r :4-

,,T e learn £ro1n the .... lli'12e 1·'. F l'ee P ,·es. , that ..Li.le.xaucler 

~Ic(i1·eg·or ha r ig·uecl hi eat in the I-Iol1 "'e of Re11re e11ti1-

ti ,T of thi T erritor5·. I a)r, stranger, i " thi.., the rig·ht 
roatl to J e.1.·cts ? ' 

R e ignation lJet,,een e, io11 ,,~hile charge. ,vere 1)e11cling·, 

the in,·e t jgation ha,·ing lJeen 1)0 t1)onecl at hi=- o,,Tn r e<1t1e. t 

11gge t trongly a co11fes.·ion of g11ilt on tl1e })art of i\fr. 
l\fc regor him elf. 

1 ,Jo1o·nal of the IIouse of Rep,·esentntives, l 37-1838. p. :330 
:? I bid, p. 337 

s lotoa :{elu.~. , ·01. I. Xo. 31 . . Jan. 20. l 38 
4 I uid. Xo. 37. ~Iarch 3. 18:38 
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{)11 I1.,ebrnnr5 24-. i, :~ , (ro,·er11or l)odge i ued tl J)roc­

ltlt11ati<,11 ct1lli11g £or a SJJecial },,etio11 to fill the , t1cnncie'"' 

c•u,11 ctl l)y tl1 re ignatit>11 of r>atrick Ol1igley :lntl -6.\.lexan­
cler ,, .... ~r ·(ir 'fhe lectio11 \\fl b lll OD the 4th of 

l\Iny. ....,Ir. (~uigle) recei, <1(1 the ,varm tlJ)}JOit of hi co11 -

1 itl1eut'; a11(l ,, ac:.. re"ilectetl · -n~hile 1'Ir. L11cit1~ I·I. Lan0'­

,vo1th~T, 2 of the to,,rn of Dl1b1lt1ue ,,·a ... cho-e11 to fi]l l\fr. 
:i\f ·Gregor C'< eat. 3 

'The 11ext e,gio11 of the .L\ "'e111 l)l)r ,,·a au extra 

,vhich c:011, euecl at Ilnrli11gto11 on J 1111e 11 1 :3, . 

• e .. 1011 

n J u11e 
1 (; th ~ ft)llo,,,,i11g r .. cJl11tiou ,,·a offerecl b)7 l\fr. ( 1hilcl .. in 

th I·Iot1~e of l e1)re"e11tnti, e : 

' 'fl1at in the O})i11io11 of thi" IIot1 e, the aicl \.le ·antler 

)lc(;regor ta11cl chargetl nncl con, ic,e<.l before thi hou .. e 

H.11u t,he l eo1Jle of thi 'f erritor~, of the ofl\~11 e of bribing·, 

extt)Ii,ion n.r1rl corl'llJ)tion anll i11 the O})iuion of t,hi · Ilol1-:;e 
1 t1u ,,r()1thy n11cl 1111<.le. er\Ting of it confidence, or of the 

eo11fi<le11ce of the peOJ)le of tl1e 'Territc)r)r of ,,ri ·con .. in. " 4 

Bt1t here filibl1~teri11g· 111ethotl b~,. l\Ir. Ql1igley began. 
'fhe re olutit>11 ,v·a laicl 011 the talJl 11ntil the 11ext ~Iou­
c1a). 5 011 l\lontlay :\Ir. ()11igle)" 1no,·ed to l)O t1Jone i11defi-
11itel)r, G bt1t t,he Ilot1 e refu, ed to agree to thi and made the 

re ol11tion the or(ler of the lla:v for the ,,T eclne day next 
~ . 

1 ShRn1l>augh's J[essayes and Proclon1alions of the Governors of Jou;a, \ ... ol. I. 
pp. 00-iO. 

2 Lncins JI. Lnn!,;,vorthy c:une to Io,v1. in 1830 and engc\ge<l in mining in the 
old l)ubuqnc 1nines. Ile ,vn.s ve1·y pro111i11ent in the ea1'ly history of Dubuque 
C,onnty. Ile died in 180-3 - ee Gne's llistory 01· Io1va, , .,.ol. I , pp. 155-15i, \ Tol. 
I\r, pp. 1ti2- 1G:-1. 

9 Iowa .. Yews, ,To} I, No 50, June 2. 18:38. 
4 Journal of the lloiise of llepl'esentatives, Extra session, 1838, pp. 28, 20. 
11 lbzcl, p. 20 
0 J b ul, p. 31 . 

• 
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£ollo,,Ting. 1.0-ain the matter cau1e before the Ilou ... e and 

again }Ir. Qrtigle)- tried to 11ut ff co11. ideration b}.,. a n1otion 

to la)r the r lt1tion on the tal)le t111til the 4th 0£ J ul)T ; lJ11t 

he -,,a out -, .. ote l ancl the re ol11tion ,nth a feY\'" change in the 

worcling wa finally })a. eel on J11ne 20 1 '3~ .1 })On the 

announcement of the ,Tote :\Ir. Quigley immediatel. 1no\ cl 

a like re ol11tion conclemning J ohn "\\Til 011 ~ l)t1t thi motion 
"'Ta di ... agree<l t o b),. the H ou··e. 

Thu the bribery ca e 0£ Alexander ,V. :i\IcGregor endecl 

in a vote of cen 11r . .1\.. for ~Ir. l\IcGrego1', the blo"" wa 

by no mean fatal. Iucl ee<l, the clirectorie of Da,en1)01t 
ho,,, that he li"~ecl £or nearl)"" t\venty . ear after hi 1· ig­

nation from the H ot1. e. 2 Nor cloe he eem to ha,Te li \'.T d 

in di grace prev ntecl £rom recei , .. ing office b the t1'0Y\' ll 

0£ e\~er hone t man, a the I o,rci ..:.."\e1L1s had predicted. 3 

In Jan t1arJ'" 1 '40 the fir t agric11l t11ral ociet of .__ cott 
Co11nty ,1~a organized and Ir. :i\Ie ±regor ""a cho en it 

Pre ident . 4 .1:\.t a Democratic ,\Thig me ting in Da,"e11port 

n J\Iarch 30, 1 41 he \-Va in attenclance ancl took a l)romi­

nent p a1i: in cotn mitt e 1,,rork. 5 In the "'"'\.ugu t electio11 of 

1 -17 , he wa cho en Pro ecuting .r\.ttorne £ r "cott Cot1nt ;6 

1 'f he ,·ote as r ecor ded stoocl twelve for ancl nine against t he resolution. T he­
entire D e<; l\.foines County clele~ation voted against fr. I cGregor with the ex­
ception of ::\I r. R eynolds, ,vho had appeared as ,vitue s before the invest igat111g 
cotnmittee. T he only man fron1 irr. :Ol cGregor' horne county ,vbo voted against 
hiln ,vas i rr. No"•lin.- ee Journal of the !louse of Representatives, Extra. ~e ion, 
1838, p. 44. 

t Fleming and Torrey's Tu;in, Cities Directory, l S!JG-1857, p. 72; see also P o,v-
er's Davenpo,·t City Directory, 1803. p. 110, for notice of I r. I cGrego1 's " ido," 

3 Iou1a }teius, Vol. I , So. 31, J an. 20, 1838. 

" \Vilkie's Davenport, Past rovl Present, p. 84. 
5 I owa 'tandard, '\7ol I , To. 25, 1\ pri l 0, 1841 . 
6 Barrow's Fiisto,-y of Scott County-in the Annals of Ioiua, Vol. I , July, 1803, 

p. 102. 
• 

.. 
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and to thi t)ftice he n a r 'ilectecl i11 1 4~>1 a11cl agai11 in 
1 ..... ... ( 2 

:) . 

J ohn ,~ ... il 0 11 i11 tl1 m anti1ue ha(l obtai11e(l hi £ rry· frnn-
~ 

chi-...e, the 1Jill ha ,·iug l)ee11 a1)1)ro,·ell l)efore the .L\. "~em l)l~T 

acljot1r11ecl in ,J a11l1,1r)T. 1 :3 • J rrl1e H o11se al o allo,red him 

Oil h1111clr cl tn1 e11tyr clollar (,'12()) .. for ex11 11 e') iilClll'J'ed 

in relatio11 t the ca~ e of ..1.\.lexanller ,,?. l\fcGregor. •4 .... \.t 

fir t ,,ril. 0 11 01)erated a flat bont "·ith oar -. then a hor e 
f r1.,{, a11cl i11 1, 4,~ he ·talJli heel a ·team ferr,-. 5 I-l e lJe • 

w ' 

cam a ,,·ell kno,,·n figt1re in Dave111)ort, ancl li, eel until 1, .)3 

"hen he di d a ,·icti111 of the cholera. 6 

fr. l\Ic(iregor Ol1tli,·e l hi accu-.cer by fol1r . ear . Be­

fore he died it\ 1 3 - , 7 he hacl o far regained the conficle11ce 
of the }Jeo1)l that be ille bei11g chosen Pre ·iclent 0£ th 
chool tli 1t rict he ,,·a macle Trea "'11rer of the C .. ongregational 
"hurch of Dav·en1)ort . 9 

J OIIX C. p .c\.RI H 

1 Ba1-ro,~•s Ilistory of cott County-in the .1-lnnals o;· Iotva, , ... ol. I . J uly. 1803, 
p. 113. 

2 Ibul, p. 116. 
3 Laios of TT,.isconsin, 1836-1838, pp. 439, 440 

• Journal of the IIouse of Representatives, I 37-183 ·• p 300. 
5 Barro\\ 's llistonJ of. cott County-in the ~lnnals o . .f Iou;a, ' '"ol I, Jallunry, 

1863, p. 4.6 

e lbtd, p. 47 

" ,vilkie s Davenpo,·t. Past and Present, p. 206. 
8 Fleming and Torrey's Tivzn Cities Directory, p 100. 
e Ibid, p. 112 . 
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