THE BRIBERY OF ALEXANDER W. McGREGOR

The most remarkable case of legislative bribery in the
ll'lhhrl“\' of lowa occurred 1 the l:inlli't*l' }H'I'illl] when the
[owa country was still a part of the original Territory of
Wisconsin. This was the case of Alexander W. McGregor,
a member of the House of Representatives from the County
of Dubuque. The incident arose during the second session
of the First Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Wis-
consin, which was held at Burlington in the winter of 1837-
1838, Mr. MceGregor was charged with accepting a bribe
of three hundred dollars (8300) for presenting and favoring
a franchise for a ferry across the Mississippl River at Dav-
enport. The evidence was very strong against him; but,
final action having been postponed until the extra session of
JHIH', 1838, Mr. :\lt'“l‘v;__{‘ul' I‘t*aij—_{‘llt*{] his seat tlll]'ill;_’:‘ the
interval.

Notwithstanding the intimate connection of the affair with
the I:Hli'i'it':ll 1ssues of the time and the ]bl‘tlitliilt'llt'l‘ of the
persons involved, the case seems to have been almost en-
tirely overlooked in subsequent historical literature. And
so, for anything like an adequate account of the case, one
Imust of ll{‘t't*r-éhil}' resort to the Hl'il'_.i_,{'ill:'ll SOUIrces.

Mr. Alexander W. MecGregor! was an early and promi-

nent settler 1n the south of ]mlnu;uv County; and for over

1 The subject of this sketch should be carefully distinguished from Alexander
McGrecor who, during the same years, was running a ferry between Prairie
du Chien and McGrecor, which latter town was named in his honor.—See the

Inter-State Publishing Company's History of Clayton Counly, pp. o85-588.
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twenty years his name 1s interwoven with the history of the
town of Davenport. In the fall of 1835 a party of seven
1erl :1.~«':-;vmhlwl 01l T]lt* lnﬂ_'t'll of (tnl. (in*:;:':g;‘n-l I}:l‘a't*lllm]*‘[ On
Tht? i:-;l:.lllil Th;IHJrWIl aS “IH_'I{ [41212111. T}lt* la:ll‘T‘\' L'Hllr-;ihtml of
Col. George Davenport, Major Thomas Smith, Antoine
Le Claire, Major Wm. Gordon, Levi S. Colton, Alexander
W. MecGregor, and Philip Hambaugh. These seven plo-
neers, together with Captain James May, formed the com-
pany which organized the town of Davenport.! It was in
such a notable connection as this that Mr. MeGregor began
his political career in Towa.

In 1836 he opened the first law office in Davenport,* and
immediately became a prominent fioure in local polities.
Moreover, it appears that in the first election held in the
Territory of Wisconsin Mr. McGregor was a candidate for
the House of Representatives from Dubuque County, which,
according to the order of desienation in the proclamation of

GGovernor | )n{g‘t*.” constituted the second assembly distriet

of the Tt'l‘l'ii‘nl'}'.'i

There were sixteen candidates in the field at this time.?
Four of them were nominated by a convention of the Demo-
crats of Dubuque County which met at ‘‘the mouth of Bee

Branch, on Coolev.” on September 26, 1836.° The others.

“ Wilkie's Davenport, Past and Present, pp. 32-33

2 Ihid. P. o7. See also Barrow’s History of Scott County—in the Annals of lowa,
Vol. I, Jan., 1863, p. 47.

* Shambaugh's Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Towa, Vol. 1.
pp. oU=52.

* Shambaugh’s Assembly Districting in Iowa—in The Iowa Journal of History
and Politics, Vol. II, p. 020,

G IJHHHTH{* Visitor. Vol. I. No. 23, Oct. 12. 1836.

¢ I1biud, No. 21, Sept. 28, 1836.
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iili'lllilili‘;_{' \I? ?\[t'“rt**_"‘”l'. wele l*!'”ll;‘]]?' }u'irtrt‘t' Il.lt' ]n*:?l:lt‘ ]l:‘u'
announcements Th!‘ullj;:jh the columns of the newspapers and
ailtlilﬂl' III!‘I]_lHll‘-i then ill VOZlle. .‘1” four ot T}lt' t'lllltli{l:l‘ﬁ*n
of the [)I'Hlin'l':l‘lit' t'HIl\'i'IlTiHIl were 1“1#'1"[1*112 ﬂ']lilt_* LHI"III_:‘
\\‘llt‘l’ll']' t‘H.‘nilrIt'it*ll T]m* IHHH]I-*I‘ of Ht*]rl'twt*lml‘{i\'t‘r@ :IHHHWHI
Lo litllrlllﬂlt' ('trtlmj\.‘ 1he election returns show \l! Me-
Gregor to have been the ninth man in point of number ot
votes received. Ie was honored with 233 ballots in the
entire county.”

The First Legislative Assembly of the Territory met at
l;t']?llﬂlll ilt Tl‘.t* lllirllill Hi* { 'l't‘lu]u'l‘ :1]:11 sat lllliil l)"t'l‘II].]H‘I' 3 -
1836.% In the early spring of 1837, Colonel H. I. Camp,
one of llli‘ ‘*lli.'l't'“ﬂﬁl‘lll t‘:tlltliil:'ltt*i of the ])t*tllm‘]':lﬂt' convell-
tion of the preceding fall, was thrown from a horse, recelv -

ing injuries which caunsed his death. To fill the vacancy

i

thus created i the House of lI:-]nrvwzlt:ltirm, (Governor

Dodge issued a proclamation* calling a special election for

r—

.Inl} 10, 1837. A %ltil'itml t':t!illr:tig‘ll followed.

The Democrats, tollowing out their |r1‘:u'iiw.' of a nomi-
natine convention, issued a call® for a meeting which con-
vened at the Court House 1n Dubuque on June 17, 1837,
and nominated John Parker.® As a resident of the town of
Dubuque, Mr. Parker had. in October, 1835, been elected
as one of the two members of the Legislative Counecil of

1 Shambauch’s Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of lIowa, Vol. 1,
Ibl .-IHI

£ !J;,‘f:lnfu{" ll.'l,"..',-.,'.ilf" \ruui_ 1_ .\‘:'". __fl C)et, ls'.lih 183105

8 Journal of the House H_l"‘ Jr;'(_"ﬂ.i‘i sentalives, 1850.

1?‘\]‘[;!1”}11["1:11'% ‘lff,‘v.'.\r.'i;r"\' rr;r-f )“.-'nr'afnh'ur.'flru.'.*-i f.furr ”Ifr_ i’f'r.-l"-!_ FILO T S :-_,.’1 f.m*rr‘ ‘\'L,:], I.
pp. H9-060,

8 Towa News. Vol. I. No. 2. June 10, 1837.

8 Ihid. No. 4. June 24. 1837,
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Michigan Territory from Dubuque County.! Mr. McGregor,

however, announced himself; and through a circular in the
/mf'f( A\f (0S8 l_:t* Set fnl‘th at ;_fl't*zl‘{' 1t*1i;_1‘T'I'1 lli.\ ]}H“Ti{_':tl \'ii*‘\\'rx.
He avowed his belief in the doctrine of instruction by con-
stituents and 1n a judicious policy of internal improvements.?

One week later, Mr. Parker made a similar announce-
ment, opposing the entire banking system and the system
of extensive Internal improvements.? On July 8, 1837, two
days before the election, Mr. Parker again used the news-
paper columns to correct certain reports which had been

1

circulated against him. In this communication he defends

himself against the charge of his being opposed to the divi-
sion of Dubuque County, and explains his failure to attend
the Green Bay meeting of the Legislative Council of Mich-
igan Territory in the preceding year. How much these
reports against Mr. Parker influenced the elections is a mat-
ter of conjecture; but the fact remains that Mr. MeGregor
was chosen Representative with a majority of 138 votes.®
He took his seat at Burlington in the following November.

[t was during this second session of the First Legislative

Assembly of Wisconsin Territory, in the winter of 1837—

1838, that the i1ncident occurred with which this essav is

principally concerned.

S — - - =

1 Shambaugh’s Assembly Districting in Iowa—in The Iowa Journal of History
and Politics. Vol. 11. p. 024, dee also Strong's !'f-'ﬁ-"ur':'..f of the Wisconsin Terri-
f-r:‘fff, Pp. 191-193.

L\'HT:‘. rHl-.'}r* are ¢ ‘-'illrli"t'*w frf t'lf'n.‘fi“H Hf IHi_".l_] trmr_'f.'I* EII Ier;L evell ]It.‘fw.rl'l' I}lia'
time.—See Shambangh's Documentary History of Iowa, Vol. 111, p. 278,

2 Jowa News, Vol. I, No. 4, June 24, 1837,

S Ibid, No. 5, July 1, 1837.

b Ibid, No. 6, July 8, 1837,

5 ITbid, No. 7, July 15, 1837; No. 8, July 22, 1837.
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The career of Mr. Alexander W. MeGregor in the legis-

lature 1s an interesting one; but the files of the newspapers

of that time give only meagre and often faulty items con-

cerning the bribery case with which his name 1s connected.
And so the only official source of information regarding the
i!t*l’:lilrﬂ Hf Tllf* :1“1:1i1' 1- T]lt' Jrnu'mrﬂ} rff'f/u ][Hff-w r.ff'r j.-_’f{rrr' .
S ;,z‘,;.",f,*u_ S “1. '{111* ’l‘wl'}'itul‘l\’ of \\ri‘*-t'ﬂll"\iil.

\'1'1“\' lnl'nmilli*n‘[ among the t'{llli{‘* of (1ir-t,"!l.-~.~éi1rll ill Tllt.'
Assembly during this period were Territorial roads and ferry
fII'Illll‘]li."‘?l‘?‘*.l
the Mississippi, the Iowa, the Wapsipinnicon, or the Ma-
4|iin]~;t'hl I'i‘»'t'*l“-', Tilt"l't‘ SO0l 't"n]hm'f'tl d I‘t"tlilt*:it fnl‘ ftil‘l'}' }]I'i‘\'-
ilt*}_{'!'* at that lrl:u'tn The r-Li*t'lll'iIt;_:‘ of a franchise, moreover,
was frequently attended by considerable rivalry; for the
right of establishing and maintaining a ferry was generally
given In the nature of a monopoly grant. Mr. MeGregor
seems to have interested himself especially in this line of
public improvements, and often presented petitions to and
introduced bills into the House for the establishment of Ter-
ritorial roads® or the granting of ferry rights.”

[t was on December 28, 1837, that Mr. McGregor 1ntro-
duced Bill No. 32, entitled ‘A bill to charter the Daven-
port steam ferry company,’” which was read the first time
and laid on the table.* This was the first step in the series
of events which led to his downfall. On December 2, a

certain John Wilson. a rival lwl'itimwr for a ferry franchise

' Van der Zee's The Roads and Highways of Territorial Iowa—in The lowa
Journal of History and Polities, Vol. 111, pp. 181-191.

* Journal of the House of Representatives, 1837138, pp. 56, 75.

3 Ihid, p. 110,

4 Ihid, p. 113,

Wherever a town grew up along the banks of

— i i R o e gt . =
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at Davenport, made charges of bribery against Mr. McGregor
which were brought to the attention of the House of Repre-
sentatives. Mr. Sholes, of Brown County, arose in the
House on the following Monday and offered a resolution to
the effect that a committee of three be il]lllililll'l‘il to 1nvesti-
?filtt¢+ the {'h;ll‘:{—_’:l‘?‘r ]rl'nllj.l‘llt ]'}' a certain John Wilson :Lﬂ‘-‘iill‘*l
a member of the House. The resolution was adopted and
a committee, consisting of Messrs. Sholes, Engle, and Shel-
don, was appointed with instructions to report as soon as
111'21{_'Til_':'l]11+*.1 While the committee was 1n session the As-
sembly pursued the even tenor of its ways. Mr. McGregor
attended regularly and took part in the proceedings, actively
supporting Territorial roads® and on one occasion occupying
the chair in committee of the whole.?

The charges which had been made against Mr. MeGregor,
and which were referred to the special committee, are per-
haps best set forth in the deposition made by John Wilson
at Burlington on December 2, 1837. It reads as follows:

““I, John Wilson, being duly sworn depose and say that previous
Lo tht_' t'lt't_'lini] of .‘-\.][".‘{Linllt*l' :\lt'{}l't*j_{‘nl‘. ds d 1‘1~pl'uwnt:11in= i‘i'nltl the
county of Ull}nullw. in the legislative ;lsaw]llh[}“ of Wisconsin Ter-
I‘itnl‘}‘. I held a conversation with said }rIt'f;!'t'_';'iji‘ in which I stated
to him that I was desirous of obtaining from the legislature a orant
of a ferry privilege from Davenport in said county of Dubuque, to
Stephenson in the State of Illinois, upon which the said McGregor
proposed to me that I sheuld use my Influence to procure his election,
and stated that, if elected, he would exert himself to procure for me
the grant from the legislature. After the said McGreoor was elected

and the Friday previous to the commencement of the session of the

1 Journal nfh',;_- House r{.“' Hf*;;,r; sentatives. 1837—-1838. p 1563,
t Ibid, p. 212.

3 Ibid, p. 236.
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legislature, 1 conversed with him, and repeated my request that he
would use his influence for me, and promised him that I would pay
him one hundred dollars if the law passed. He then gave me his
promise that he would lend me his influence, and drew up for me a

petition at my request. To this [n.-:i{iun | procured signatures and

1

on Thursday after the commencement of the session, I presented to
him the petition and other papers, at this place, when he again prom-
iﬁl'tl e lil* iIlI]iil'Hi':, I then ]rl‘-u't_*i*-it*'l to ot. LHlliH 011 lrllhillt‘ﬁ‘*.
and returned to this place on Tuesday last, the 28th instant. On the
evening of Tuesday, I called on Mc¢Gregor, and inquired concerning
my petitions. He stated to me that he had not presented them:
that his reason for not doing so was, that he had received another
petition for the same purpose from a company; that he had not pre-
sented this petition from the company (which I ascertained the next
morning to be false, and that he had presented it,) but that he felt
hnllthl LO ]rl't‘w':II i1‘ AN i! canle JI.l‘Hl‘.t?I ]Ii*n !-l'il’Tlll"-?.. :Hlll I]l;lt ]li“-k l“i“!"l]lt_'l'
was interested. ] l‘l'l*t-:lit-ni 1y offer to pay him the $100, 1t he
would get my grant from the legislature; he replied that 1t was not
enough, but that if I would pay him $300, he would present the peti-
tion of the company, (for he felt bound to do so much for them,) and
permit their bill to be lost, and exert his influence for me. ‘1o this
[ replied, that I thought he asked too much. He then answered that
| was owner of some ferry boats, and that 1 had better pay him
$300, than to have the company 1O gel a charter, and then run the risk
r my boats. I told him that I would think of

of selline or not sellin:

16, and see him i1n the mornine. I saw him the next morning, and in-

tormed him that I would comply with his demand. Ile then advised
me to oet some other !H'l‘r«f-ll LO I"]'i"l;'il[ 111:\' lil'liTiHIlH :Hlll ll:l}rt'l“ﬂ', :Hill
stated that he would let his bill be lost, and support mine. He then
drew up a note for £300, and annexed to it a stipulation that he wished

me to sign. I siegned them, and ]‘l‘tillt'h[i'fl him to ;;:i\'t* me & copy of

them. He then wrote a copy of them and handed them to me.”’

VJournal of the House of Representatives. 18537—=1858. pp. 249-251. The 13'31”'“]'-
tion 1ncludes also the note mentioned. It i1s certified to bv David Hendershot.

Justice of the Peace,

i

e ———
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Thu m_'n:nmirra;w-* ‘s‘t'_]]it_'}l t';ll'l'it,*ii Ol it'% ill‘u't':-;Tif_:j:ltiuIH tor
nearly a month summoned before it citizens of Davenport
and the vicinity and took depositions regarding the reputa-
tion of John Wilson for ‘s'f‘l':lt‘it}'. A. H. 1 ):l\'t’lllnll‘t'. J as.
Davenport, and many other prominent men testified to the
general honesty of the man; while Jonathan Parker, Andrew
Russell, Mr. Powers, W. C. Enos, Jr., and others testified
that his reputation was not good.!

Tlli-i ]'rl'tii'f-‘t'tlillj_{ﬁ ];t_‘f:ll'm‘ t']il‘ (_‘llltllllint't* a]luw m.:il”in"[f!l},{
opinions, but the general trend of evidence is strongly against
Mr. MeGregor. Dr. Reynolds, a member of the House of
Representatives, stated upon oath that he had had a conver-
sation with John Wilson in regard to the note, in which
Mr. Wilson made the statement that he had agreed to pay
Mr. MecGregor three hundred dollars (8300) to procure for
him a charter for a ferry across the Mississipp.? Mr. B. W.
Clark swore that he was present at and heard the same con-
versation.®

Mr. McGregor’s explanation of the note is very ingenious
It not altogether satisfactory. He claimed that John Wilson,
when he left for St. Louis, had taken with him several notes
to collect 1n that lﬁl:lt.'f‘ tor Mr. }[;-{E;w-;_;nnr: and that among
these notes there was olne ]i':\' Mr. W. H. Eades for a little
over three hundred dollars (_3‘-_‘?*":”‘-1). This note was collected:
and so, when John Wilson returned to Iowa he brought

™

Mr.
MeGregor.  Mr. McGregor then asserts that John Wilson,

with him three hundred dollars ($300) belonging to

) ,f.-r.u.r,«'”-rf H_-'- l!'r‘!.-'f' ”'m!.\r' r-_a"‘ f.’r1'-'r'r sentatives, 17“-;. — 18 :":. T*l '_’hrl 202
2 Ihid, p. 424.
3 1hut, pp. 422-423
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being in need of money, wished to keep the three hundred
dollars (8300). This he had been allowed to do, giving his
own note for the amount. To prove this point the testi-
mony of Mr. Eades was necessary; and 1t appears that Mr.
MeGregor used every effort to find him, but in vamn. He
1'}lt*l‘i*frirl't‘ :lhlii‘tl for a lmr-él“lnillf*ltlt‘llt (lf '['ilt" case.

On January 2, 1838, the committee brought in a report
which showed that they were strongly inclined to believe 1n
the truth ot the {']1;11*;_:‘v-'. Tllt*}‘ stated the defendant’s re-
quest for more time, but expressed the opinion that due dili-
gence had not been used by the one asking for time, and
they desired the House to decide on the importance of Mr.
MeGregor’s affidavit. Finally, the committee presented a
resolution declaring ‘‘that in the opinion of this house,
Alexander W. MeGregor . . . . has been guilty of recover-
ing a bribe . . . . and ought to be, and hereby is, expelled
from his seat in this house.” At the same time a resolution
was presented calling for a reprimand of John Wilson be-
fore the bar of the House.* The report and resolution were
made the order of the day for the following Monday (Janu-
ary 8, 1838); and so the case appeared for trial before the
final court, the House of Representatives.

[t may at this point be interesting to note the names of
two men connected with this trial. Mr. MeGregor seems to
have very largely conducted his own case; but John Wilson
employed as his attorneys Mr. James W. Grimes® and Mr.

I Journal of the House of Representatives, 1837-1838, p. 253.

= 1hid, p. 259.

8 Mr. James W. Grimes was Governor of the State of Iowa from 1854 to 1358

and represented Jowa in the United States Senate from 1859 to 186Y.—>ee

Salter’s Life of James W, Grimes

L W
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William Henry Starr,' two of the most prominent men in
the early history of lowa.

From the Journal of the House it appears that the matter
was postponed twice and finally came up for consideration
on January 15, 1838. Mr. MeGregor presented a statement
explaining the connection of Mr. Eades with the three hun-
dred dollar ($300) note, and accompanied his statement with

¥

an aftidavit from Mr. Eades himself, supporting the facts as
Mr. MeGregor had stated them.” This statement and afhi-
davit were referred to the same committee which had previ-
ously had charge of the matter.” An unsuccesstul attempt
was made on this day by Mr. Engle to have the investiga-
tion ]mr-etlmm*tl to the next session of the 1\..*-4.'-%1:*11].]1]‘\'.}

On the next d:t}" J;luuz_u"\; 16, the committee 1‘f-=1m;*ta-¢_l
that the affidavit of Mr. Eades made the matter doubtful,
and recommended the postponement of the matter until the
personal attendance of that gentleman could be lll'iii_'lll‘t‘l_].:ﬁ
and before adjourning for the day a resolution was carried
by a vote of twenty to three which postponed consideration
until the next session.®

On this same day the resolution reprimanding John Wil-
son was disposed of. Mr. Grimes and Mr. Starr defended

Mr. Wilson, the discussions being very spirited. In the

——

1The Journal r{f\ the House i{f Ha‘_';vr‘f'.ﬂHfrf-"at'f.\'. 1837 —-1858, P. 302, gives nis
name as William Henry Starr. There was also in Burlington at this time a
prominent attorney named Henry W. Starr.

2 Journal of the House of Represenfatives, 1857-1858, .\Irl-rll.*i]\'. No. 7. pp.
oH—-1402,
Ihid, p. 921,
[bid, p. 320.

5 Ibid, pp. 330-331.

L&)
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Ibid, pp. 335-336.
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course of the debate Mr. Grimes made the remark ‘‘that he
Ilill NO1 ‘]t‘TI'\ Tli:lf lli‘h t']it*llH “'HHHH'}]I:UI Hﬁt*l't‘il ,\Ii.'{fl't'j,:'-ll'
the hundred dollars. but that offer only proceeded from a

generous heart, such a heart as he (Grimes) should be proud

to possess, !

A somewhat serious altercation occurred at this point be-
tween Mr. Starr and Mr. Patrick Quicley, one of the mem-
bers from Dubucue County. Mr. Quigley had been very
emphatic in his denunciation of John Wilson for corrupting
legislators.  He referred to the remark of Mr. Grimes (Just
quoted) and said that if the crime of which Mr. Grimes
boasted that his client was gullty had been committed in a
neighboring State (Missouri) ‘‘it would subject him to the
penitentiary for the term of seven years.” Here Mr. Starr
interrupted the speaker with the statement, ‘It is false.”?
Naturally this created somewhat of a disturbance in the
House, during which the Sergeant-at-Arms was ordered to
take Mr. Starr into custody for contempt.

Later in the afternoon Mr. Starr appeared before the
House with the statement that he had not intended to insult
the dignity of the House, that he had said the words in an
ungunarded moment and now admitted his imprudence.®  Mr.
Nowlin, one of Mr. Quigley’s associates from Dubuque
County, moved to lliwt,'llill'{‘_.{‘t-‘ Mr. Starr from custody,* where-
upon Mr. Engle, another of the Dubuque delegation, moved

a substitute motion to the effect that Mr. Starr be 1M Pris-
! Towa News. Vol. I. No 14, April 21, 1838,
* Ibid, No. 44, April 21. 1838.
8 Journal u_f" the House ,,._r' IL'!'..J‘{'\'{H-iff'}-'-ff'.'-', 183 7=1838. . 330

t1bid, p. 830,

B =
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oned twenty-four hours and fined one hundred dollars.! The
substitute motion failed, however, and Mr. Starr was dis-
charged. This action of the House incensed Mr. Quigley
greatly and on the following morning he presented to that
body his resignation.? Three days later the House adjourn-
en and the members dispersed to their homes.

During all this time very little information concerning
the case seems to have found its way into the columns of
the newspaper of Mr. McGregor's home county. The Zowa
News -".*']!t‘:liw of the affair on December 30. 1837, for the
first time and then very guardedly because of lack of infor-
mation. In a later issue?® with all the righteous indignation
of a partisan paper, it assumes a stronger tone, condemns
Mr. McGregor as a man “‘lost to every sense of honor and
propriety,” and takes particular care to state that ¢ McGregor
18, and ever has been, a Whig.”

A little over a month had elapsed when the following
short but significant notice appears in the same paper :*—

‘“ We learn from the Miner’s Free Press, that Alexander
MecGregor has resigned his seat in the House of Representa-
tives of this Territory. I say, stranger, is this the richt
road to Zexas?’’

Resignation between sessions while charges were pending,
the Investigation having been postponed at his own request,
suggests strongly a confession of guilt on the part of Mr.

M e il't*;__{t 1 himself.

1 Jowurnal ”_J,« thie Hoiuse of L-f_,‘_”f senfatives. 1837-18 18 1, 29
< Ibhid. . 33 1.

3 JTowa News. Vol. 1. No. 81..Jan. 20), 1838

# ITbid, No. 87, March 3, 1838.
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On February 24, 1838, Governor Dodge issued a proc-
lamation calling for a special election to fill the vacancies
caused by the resignations of Patrick Quigley and Alexan-
der W. McGregor.! The election was held on the 4th of
May. Mr. Quigley received the warm support of his con-
stituents and was reélected; while Mr. Lucius H. Lang-
worthy,” of the town of Dubuque, was chosen to fill Mr.
Metregor’s seat.?

T'he next session of the Assembly was an extra session
which convened at Burlineton on June 11, 1838. On June
16 the following resolution was offered by Mr. Childs in
the House of Representatives:

I'hat, 1n the opinion of this House, the said Alexander
McGregor stands charged and conviesed before this house
and the people ot this Territory, of the offenses of bribing,
extortion, and corruption, and in the opinion of this House
13 unworthy and undeserving of its confidence, or of the
confidence of the ]wnl}lt_' of the r[‘t'l'l‘.ll‘{!l"\.’ of Wisconsin.?

But here filibustering methods by Mr. Quigley began.
The resolution was laid on the table until the next Mon-
day.” On Monday Mr. Quigley moved to postpone indefi-
nitely,® but the House refused to agree to this and made the

resolution the order of the day for the Wednesday next

1 f‘lk;l]‘t:]-:tt:;lldh _1,’f'.*;.ﬁr';5,'r.w .r.r;_.-ff ,!rj'.r_;r'f".rfF,H[!'f-‘{l,hﬁ i{f‘ ”*f_' {r'rll_‘{'}‘]n,}‘,\.‘ n‘.f‘ }{}H‘H. ‘swul. ]_
pp. GYU=T()
¢ Lucius H. Lanegworthy came to Iowa in 1830 and encaged in mining in the
old Dubugue mines. He was very prominent in the early history of Dubuque
Clounty He died 1n 1865.—See Gue's History of ITowa, Vol. I, pp. 15656-157, Vol.
IV, pp. 162-163.
8 Jowa News, Vol. I. No. 50. June 2

2. 1838.
* Journal of the HHouse of Represenfatives, Extra session, 1838, pp. 238, 29.
5 Ibid, p: 29.
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following. Again the matter came before the House. and
again Mr. Quigley tried to put oft consideration by a motion
to lay the resolution on the table until the 4th of July; but
he was out-voted and the resolution with a few changes in the
wording was finally passed on June 20, 1838.! Upon the
announcement ot the vote Mr. Quigley immediately moved
a like resolution condemning John Wilson; but this motion
was disagreed to by the House.

Thus the bribery case of Alexander W. MecGregor ended
in a vote of censure. As for Mr. McGregor, the blow was
by no means fatal. Indeed, the directories of Davenport
show that he lived for nearly twenty years after his resigo-
nation from the House.? Nor does he seem to have lived
in disgrace, prevented from receiving office by the ‘‘frown

L |

of every honest man,” as the Zowa News had predicted.?

In January, 1840, the first agricultural soclety of Scott
County was organized and Mr. McGregor was chosen its
President.* At a Democratic Whig meeting 1n Davenport
on March 30, 1841, he was in attendance and took a promi-
nent part in committee work.? In the August election of

1847, he was chosen Prosecuting Attorney for Scott County ;®

1 The vote as recorded stood twelve for and nine against the resolution. The
entire Des Moines County delezation voted acainst Mr. McGregor with the ex-
ception of Mr. Reynolds, who had appeared as witness before the Inyvestigating
committee. The only man from Mr. McGregor’s home county who voted agcainst
him was Mr. Nowlin.—See Journal of the House of Representatives, Extra session.
1838, p. 44,

* Fleming and Torrey's Twin Cities Directory, 1856-1857, p. 72: see also Pow-
er's Dauve nport flr:-rf{' J’fr-f'["-f'ffli'j,f. 1800, P. 110, for notice of Mr. 31("1:'1‘1.*_:{'1"-"% widow.

> Towa News, Vol. I. No. 31. Jan. 20. 1838.

 Wilkie's Davenport, Past and Present, p. 84.

S Towa Standard, Vol. I. No. 25. ‘-\}il'il ., 1841.

 Barrow’s History of Scott County—in the Annals of Iowa. Vol. 1. July, 1863,
}I. 1“'_:
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and to this office he was reélected in 1849! and agaln 1n
| R5(). 2
John Wilson in the meantime had obtained his ferry fran-
t*llihf‘. the ,H” ll:l‘\'ill_ﬂ_{‘ ]H‘i‘ll :l]:lil'n\'vtl ]H*|Inl't‘ T}I:* ‘\h:ﬂ'lillll’%'
adjourned in January, 1838.* The House also allowed him |
one hundred twenty dollars (8120) ¢ for expenses 1ncurred |
In relation to the case of Alexander W. .\[n'(;l't“‘-ﬁ‘t'l‘.“* At
first Wilson operated a flat boat with oars, then a horse
terry, and in 1843 he established a steam ferry.” He be-
came a well known figure in Davenport, and lived until 1853
when he died a vietim of the cholera.®
Mr. McGregor outlived his accuser by four vears. Be-
fore he died in 1857,7 he had so far regained the confidence
of the people that besides being chosen President of the
school distriet® he was made Treasurer of the Congregational
Church of Davenport.®
JoaN C. PArisn
1 H;H'Iu'ﬂ"h .’f*.*-.‘.-'*.-.r‘;-'_,‘ .’{f.‘ﬁ‘u” f'rau;,r.f_s{—ih [h.'* ,,IHHH'!’.": p{.". j’rn'f_‘r!, ‘s'nl_ I -?H]:f, 1-\';';-';.
p. 115.
2 Ibid, p. 116.
3 IJILH‘-.\‘ Mq.ir~ II'J’-.‘:"H”H‘“. I?‘*.':H-l.”\;;-"'*, IPII, 43” "11”
s Journal of the House of Representatives, 1837-1838, p. 360,
5 Barrow'’s History of Scott County—in the Annals of Iowa, Vol. I, January,
15603, p. 165,
o Ibid, p. 47
T Wilkie’s fh!f'i-‘;.rj:r-;r'f_ Pcast and f’..r'f’\'t'“f, p. 200,
8 Fleming and Torrey's Twin Cities Directory, p. 109
v 1bid, p. 112.



