
THE COlIING OF TI-IE ... OR1\TEGIA T TO I Ov'\rA 

NOR,VEGI.ANS IX TIIE ~ ITED 1'ATE ... BEFORE 1825. THE SLOOP 

PARTY .Ac. D TIIJl: ROCHE ~TER ._ ETTLE~IE .. T. 01'ITER ET· 

'rLE)IEXT PRIOR '1'0 TI-IE FOUNDING OF THE FIR."'T 

OR\V.EGI ... COLO ... Y IN IO\'"~-\ IN 18 40. 

'l'IIE Ot}R, E OF ~IIG R.\. 'l'IOX TO I O \\r ~\.. . 

Our data r garding Norwegian emigration to America 
prior to 1825 n.re very fragmentar ; but it i po sible to 
trace that emigration as far back a 162.f.1 In that ear a 
mall colon of N orn,.egian ,ra e tabli bed in ew J ersey 

on the ite 0£ the l)re ent city of Bergen. 2 , Vhile it i not 
kno1'·n that the name of any of the e fir t colonist have 

come down to u , ,ve do ha,·e the name 0£ one N" orweg·ian 
who ,~i ited the .1\.merican coant on a voyage of xploration 

in the ear 1 G 19 that i the year before the landing of the 
l\i1a flower. In the early part of 1 G 19 I.,..ing hri tian I\.,. of 

Denmark fitted out two hip £or the 11urpose of finding a 
northwe. t pa ag·e to ia. The name of the ID})S were 
Eenhjorningen ancl Lampreren and the commander was a 
Nor'\\·egian J en l\funk, born at Bar1y :rorway, in 1579. 
,"\-rith ixty- ix men Jen Iunk ailed from Copenhagen, l\Iay 
9, 1 G 19. Dt1ring the autumn of that ear and the early 
part 0£ the follon·ing year he explored Hud on Bay and 
took po e ion 0£ the urrounding country in the name 0£ 

1 
The \

7
inland voyages in the 11th-14th centuries do not come within the scope 

of this article. 

e I t seems that this city " 'as so named by tlle colonists after the city of Bergen, 
Torway. 

' 



1'" ing hri "'ti~111, calli11g it ... "" o\·a Dania. The :s:1)eclition ~'"a-.;, 

ho,,re,T r a failt1r , a11tl all lJ11t thre of tl1 11art.7 J)eri "'hed 

fro111 (li ·ea e a11d x110 t1re to colcl i11 the ,vi11t r of 1020. 

The thr e 11r,Ti "'or , a1no11g "·l1orn ,,,a the co111mnncler. 

J ens ::\I t1nk. 1· tt1r11e(l to X r" ay i11 ). 
1 e1)ten1 lJer I 620. 1 

111 the arly cla, of th ... Te,,- X etherlan(l .. colo11 , X or"·e-
• • • 

gia11" 0111etime" can1 ~ aero i11 Dntch hi1)~ an(l ... ettlecl 

nmo11g the l)t1teh. The 11an1e" 0£ at lea t t\"ro t1ch have 

l)ee11 I re er,·e(l in the Dt1teh colo11ial reeorcl . They are 

Ila11 Ila11 en ancl lae ( 1lat1 ? ) Car t 11:--en. The form r 
en1igrate<.l in a J)t1tch hi1, in 1633 an(l joi11ed the Dt1tch 

colon~- i11 Xe,,. "' \ 111 ·tercla111. I Ii.· 11a111e a1)11ear"' in the colo-

11ial r cord , ,1riot1~1 \' a lla11 · .... T orn1an, Hnn llan en de 
• 

~ T oor111a11, IIau · 13erge11 1Ian · IIa11 e11 ,·011 Bergen ancl 

I-In.11 IIan e11 , t)ll Bergen i11 ... T or"·ege11. I-Ia11 Berg n b • 
ca111e the a11ce tor f a large .L\111ericau famil1 b}~ that name. :! 

"'\.bol1t the ·ear l 7l)() the1e "ere a nl1ml er of fn.milie "' of 
• 

X orn" gin.11 or D,111i ,h cle 'Ce11 t 3 li,·i11g i11 .1. T e,,T York. In 
l 7l)J a ·to11e chl1rch l\"a erectetl 1 v t,hein 011 the corner of 

~ 

Broacl ""n.} a11(l Rector t reet . rfl1e 1)r 1)ert)T ,, .. a later old 

to Trinit}T C1h11rch, tl1e l re"'ent cht1rchs"n.r(l occ111)J·i11g the 

. ite of the origi11al church. t nir. I .. 13. ....\..11(1 r. ou ay· 
that th , e 1)eo1)le ,, .. ere l robal>ly .l. ... or," gia11 a11d 11ot Dane'"' 

for tho e of their cl c 11cla11t ,;ritl1 ,,~ho111 he ha l ok 11 

l1aYe all ·lajn1flcl Nor,vegian (le cent. 'The pa tor ,,Tho m111-

i ter cl to the .'l)irit11al ,,·a11t 0£ thi · fir t " n,11clina,·ian L11th-

1 A11derson·s First Chapter of ... \Tottvegtan Jnuniyration, p. 21. 
2 ee The Bergen Fannly, by Tennis Bergen. 
3 ~lore prob1tbly both Nor,vegian and Danish 
1 .1\ncle1·son, citing J{e,. R . .1\nderson. "ho bas given this subject much stutly~ 

ee Ftrst l'hopler of l{orivegian Jm,nzgration, p. 22. 
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eran congregation in .i:\.merica -nra a Da11e l)y the name of 

Ra mu J en n Aarhu ·. Ile clied on Febrt1ar ~U, 1720. 

In 17 40 ~.,. or"~egian :\Iora\"ian, took l)art in the fot1ncling 

of a :i\foray·ian colon'!{ at B thlehem Pen11 '"lva11ia a11d in 
,I 

17 4 7 0£ one at Bethabara, ~ T orth ( 1aroli11a. 1 .,_\.. t Bethlehem 

the e :N" or"·egian ( and ., wedi h and Dani h) :;\Iora ,·ians came 
in contact with their kin men, th e Swecli h Lt1theran of 

Dela,rare and acljoini11g l)art of X ew J erses· and P enn 3~1 v·a

nia. The wecle on t he D elaware ha<1 lo t their independ-

.. nce in 1 G56. .1. T e,,T H"·eden a a l olitical tate exi tecl but 

ixteen ear"' . Eccle ia ·tically 1o,,·e\"er the Lutheran 0£ 
....... e,v ~ "'" ·eden remainecl t1 bj ect to the tate cht1rch at home 

for one hundred ancl fifty . ·ear 111or and lingt1i.., t icall the 
colon ,va 1..' "·ecli h nearl~-.- a long. In the church record 

of thi colony there a1)J)ear not a fe,v XorYregian name , par
ticularl}T in the late1· period. There can be littl e dot1 bt that 

X or"·egjan in on1e con iderabl ".) number came to Amer

ica and joinec1 th Dela,1rare 1"-ecl in the eighteenth cen

tury. othenbt1rg ,,·hich lie not far cli tant fro1n th e prov

ince of 
1

1naaleuene tva at the time a11cl ha contiut1ed to be 

the regular "wecli "'h aili11g }J01t for merican-bol1nd ships . 

.Ll.mo11g the founclers of the Bethabara colon. a1)pears the 

na111e of Dr. J oh11 :\f. allJerlane 2 from 'frondhjem or
,·va)r 1\ ho ca111e to 1 T e"r l~ ork in 17 53. 

'fhe name of everal X orwegia11 , are recorJ.ecl ,,,.ho ser ved 
in the ,\Tar of the I e\"'Olt1tion. l Tncler J oh11 Paul Jones 

th re er ,"e<l. Tho1na John on, fr m 1Iandal N orwa . 3 An-

1 ee The Iowa Jonrnal of H istory and Politics for January, 1905, p. 08 
2 

~ee Deco1·ah-Posten fo r epteruber 9, 1004, p . 5. The name was originally 
Ilans i rar tin l{alberlahu. 

s ~ee account of Thoinas J ohnson 111 the New Engla.ncl B isto1'iral Register, , rol. 
XXVIII, pp. 18-21 . 
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3.JO I \\.,.A ,J 

oth r .... .,.. or,regian b}r th name of LeTI·i ,.. Bro"·n ( Lar Brun?) 

al ... o er\· d l111d r J hn Pal1l ,J ne . ..lt a littl later date 

0111e otl1er na1ne al "'O a1)1)ear bt1t the 011e 
earlie. t of "~l1ich ,,·e ha,·e a11,, recor(l. ,1 e 

• 

given are the 

hall now pa 

on to the '· 1001 er · of 1, ~ 5, ,,. ho e · aili11g i11at1gt1rated the 

1nigration mo\·erne11t fron1 ... T or\'\·a)· i11 the 11i11etee11th centt1ry. 

\\T ha,7 e alreil<l) 111 11tio11ecl the 'ta,·a11ger emigrant of 
1, 2 5 a11cl notecl 01ue of the circ11n1 ~tauce ~ that eem to ha ,e 

1 cl to the cl 1)artt1r £ the 1001) 1)a1·t) in that . ear.1 The 

clirector of the e ·"}) tlition a11cl the chief O"\"\"ner of the boat 
,,,.a Lar.' Lar"' 11 i J eila11e; a11d the ca1 tai11 ,,·a Lar 1 en. 

The comJ)Ull)" cousi ... tecl of fift:y·-t,,~o 11er on , all but one be
ing nati\ e of 1..

1 ta,·anger ancl ,·icinity the one exce1)tion being 

the mate Erik on, ,, ho came fro1n Berg n. n the -!th of 

,Juljr, 1 :2.5, the part}r of emigrant et -.;ail from 1 ta\ ... anger 

in the Rloo1 ,~ I~e tal1rationen, ,, a boat of onl}~ foii) -fi,e ton 

ca1Jacit)-- .... \. fter n perilot1 , ) age of fourteen ,,·ee1z they 
la11decl in Xe,,r 1: ... orl\., ()ctober 9th.2 In N"ev,~ l ~ork the emi-

1 The luiun Journrtl of Ilistory nn<l Politi,·s for January 1905. pp 68-69. 
2 An account of the YO)age, "hich "as, it scen1s, a rathr>r adventurous one, 

't\as given by the 1-.c,, "Yo1k papen,; at the t1n1e, and may be found in Billed
.;.lfagoz in fron1 ,vh1ch 1t hn..c:; been reprinted in other ,vorks. 

'I'he a1-r1val of this first 1,arty of Xor,vegian immigrants, and in !-O small a boat, 
created nothing le s than a sensation at the ti1ue, as "'e n1ay infer from the w1tle 
attention the event 1 ccei, eel 111 tho ea.~tern press One of the~e notices I take 
the liberty of copying frou1 Anclerson' · First Chapter, pp. 70-71. I t is one ,vhich 
appeared in the .J.Vew 1,.ork Dculy L1clvettiser for October 12, I82;j, under the head 
lines of ..-1 Novel igltl -

" A vessel has nrrt\ed at this port with e1nigrn.nts fro1n .1.."'or,vny. The vessel is 
very small, meas nr111g a~ " 'e understand only about 360 Nor,vegian lasts 01 forty
five An1orican tons, and brought fo1·t) -s1x [should be fifty-t,vo) pn~engers, male 
and female, all bound t,o (.>ntnrio County [i.,houlcl be l)1•lean c.~ounty on the Onta
rio], \Yhere an agent "ho ca1ne o, er some tin10 ago pnrchn.sed a tract of land. 
The appearance of such a party of strangers, cowing from so distant a country 
and 1n a vessel of a s ize apparent!) 111 calculated for a ,o} age across the .Atlan
tic, conltl not hut excite an unusual tlegrce of interest. 'rhey ha, e bad a voy~ge 

• 
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grant met ~i1·. J o eph F ellow , a Quaker fi,om 1vhom they 
purcha ed land in Orlean ount. New 1-.,.ork. It eem 

to have been l1pon the ugge tion 0£ I1·. Fellow that they 
were in luced to ettle here although it i 110 ible that the 
land had already been elected for them by IOeng P eer on, 
a Qt1aker who hacl 1 ft ta~anger in 1 21 and who ,vas in 
X ew l -r ork at the time. The l)rice to be paid for the land 
wa (:· 5 an acre, each head of a £a1nily and adl1lt per on pt1r
cha ing fort)T acre . 1 'The i1nmigrant not being able to pay 
£or the land, )Ir. E ell w~ agree l to let them redeeu1 it in 
ten annt1al in"'tallment .. . 2 F or the fl1rthe1· hi tory of the col
on with ,vhich -n~e are here not o much concerned, the 
reader i , re£ erred to .L\.nder on .Fi1·. t OllCtJJter o.t· .L\ -rOJ'We
yia ,i n ,i11iir;J·c1tio1z. 3 The colon} ... wa in many re pect un

£01i t111ate it dicl not IJ l'O 1) r ancl has never played any im
portant 1)art n. a colony in X or wegian-..(\.1nerican hi tory. 

B11t a £e-n7 }Tear later a daughter colon).,. wa e 'tabli hell in 
La 'alle 1ount1T Illinoi""" whieh became the :fir t exten ive 

• 

of fourteen weeks and are a ll in good l1ealLh and spirits. A n enterprise like th is 
argt1cs a good deal of boldnesc; in the 1naster of the , essel a-, well as a n adventur
ous spirit in the passenger::;, most of whom belong to families in the vicinity of a 
little town at the southwestern extremity of Xorway-, near Cape tavunger. 
Those who came fron1 the farms are clressetl i11 coarse cloths of don1estic manu
facture. of a fa..c:;hion different from the .r\ 1uerican, bnt those "'I.lo inhabited the 
to"·n wear cal icos, ginghams and ~ay sha,vls, in1ported ,ve presume from England. 
The ve~sel is built on the mo,lel com1uon to fishing boats on that coast, with a 
single n1ac;t and top-sail. sloop-r1ggecl. ' lle passed through the English channel 
and as far sonth as l\fa<leira, where she stoppeu three or fot1r days and th en 
steered directly for .L""ew 'York, ,vhere she arri,ed with tbe addition of one pas
senger born on the ~vay I t is the captain's intention to r en1ai.n in th1s country, 
to sell his vesse l and prepare h1n1self Lo navigate our ,vaters by entering the 
American nlerchant ~[arinc ervice and to learn the language." 

1 • ca1ul1nr1via. Vol. I , p. 04. 
2 Anderson's First ChaJ)fer of 1tortoegi<tn I nnnigtation, p. 77. 

~ C>r to l\nud J.,augelan cl"s Xot<.l,nwnclene t Anierika ( published by John ~\.nder
son & Co. , Chicago, 188!1), pp. 10-10. 

• 



S or,Y o-ian ettl 111ent in tl1 ... T orth ,,. t and a c n tral })Oint 

£ro1n ''"hiel1 11 t1n1 rot1 <)ther ....... or,,·egian .. ettle1u nt in Illi-
noi~, "\\""i co11 i11 ancl Io,va ,, .. r forn1ell. 

\ T erJ' fp" X or,, po-i:t11: i1u1uigratecl cluri11g the £ ll(J" ing ten 
) ear·. Tl1t)~e ,, 110 ca1ne g·enerall)- locatecl in rlean"' oun

ty, b11t rarel}# remai11ecl th re 11 r1ua11e11tl:·· Th north
,,.,e .. ter11 ). 'tat~ ,,·ere th 11 jl1 t beginning to lJe opened t1p to 

ttler"". .1\. t thi ti111 the tre11cl of migratic>n from. the ea t-
1'11 ,tate ,, n clirectetl l)arti "'t1larl_\- to Illinoi . Goocl gov· 

er11n1< .. nt la11cl cot1lcl l:>e had her for ,") 1. 2 :; an acre. The 
,·er).,. 11 a, .. il: "'·ooclecl la11ll tl1at the ...... or,,egia11 immigrants 

i11 Orlea11 · 1011ntJ· hau l)t1rcha eel J)r ,eel , er)'" liffi.ct1lt of 
i1n1)ro,· 1u nt: a11d 111a11:· lJega11 to tl1ink of 1110,· i11g to a more 
fa,·oral)le localit). In 1 ~;33 lueng P er 011 \' h eem to 

ha\ e li,led i11 I ... e11dall at thi. time, matle a jo11r11e~· to the 

,,.,. e t, \·iclentl)~ for the l)lll'J)o-.;e 0£ fincli11g a t1itable loca

tio11. Ile electecl La ~all "ountJ" Illinoic;;, retl1rni11g in 

the a111e }rear to I ... e11<.lall, X "" 1 ... ork. The next " ear ev

eral of ihe loo1)er r .. 1110,·ecl to La ~'alle Cou11ty and ettl d 

in li 'iun, Rt1tla11d, a11cl Iiller to,v·n hi1), . 'l"he name of 
thee tir t XorY•tegian .. ettler ~ in the 1.Torth,,· tare: J akob 
Ander on Slog\"ig, I nt1cl .L \.nder 0 11 1.. log,·ig, xuclmund 

Ilat1gaa , Enclre Dahl, a11d 'l'hor"ten 01 en Bjaaland. 
In I ) 3,> Daniel Ro , adal ancl £a1uil)" Tel .... ... el 011 Her -

dal and fa1uil_y·, and I{ari IIal1ge, ,,Ticlo,,,. of orneliu K el

son ,,,.ith a famil}· 0£ e,·en chilclren, 1110,·etl to La "alle 

County. The loo1)er, ,.fho1ua ~Iadlancl , hacl cliecl in 1 26, 
and in 1 35 hi ,, .. iclo,v aucl fam.ily of ·e, .. en mo,ecl to Illi
nois. George Johnson al o removed in 1 33. .i. ... el Thomp

son ,vith ,rife and fot1r children eem to ha,,.e ettl ed in La 

• 
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~alle 1ount}·· in 1 ~ 34. In 1 31 Gjert IIo\·land hacl come 

from H arclaug r ...... or""a)~ a11d ettled in Orlean ount~ 

... .,. ew l ... rk . In 1 "\ 3." he old hi lancl and remov d to La 
, alle ou11t .,. IllinoiR. ~Ian 

• f the ·e 11urcha ed lancl in La 
alle ounty in J u11 1 35 entr}· 0£ 1'"'hich appear in the 

county record £or that .. ea1·. Other ca111e from K e11dall to 

La alle Col1nt ancl .:ettl d in 1 36.1 Before 1 3G there 
• 

, eem to ha\'·e l)een a colon)' of ab out thirty ~ orwegian · -.iet

t led 11rinci1)ali)· i11 l\li · ion an l Rutland town ·hip La alle 

(;ount-y·· Illinoi~ all of "yhom had come from 1 endall, Or-
• 

l ean Cot1nt T e,1r l ..,. ork, i11 1 "\ ~4- 33. Tht1 wa formed .. 
the n11cleu · 0£ ,vhat gre,v to be the mo t 11ro I erous rural 
omn1l111it3,. in Illinoi , a11d ,,thich at 1>re ent extend into the 

neighlJoring cot1n tie of Lee De l(all I enclnll and Grundy. 

In 1 36 the colon1T recei \·e<l important acce ions from 

ot1th'\\"e ·tern .... ~ 0l'1'"a)... The chief promoter of the immigra

t ion of that 3'"ear wa · I ,.. nt1cl 'log,Tig, 1',.ho had come in the 

loop in 1 K2 ->, and who, ,,·e have seen, ettled in La "alle 

ounty in 1 n 34:. 111 1 ' 3.1 he retl1rned to 1lzjold, N" orway, 

and th re marriecl a i ter of Ole 0. Iletlet,1 edt, a looper 

,,·horn we fincl a 011e of the earl., pioneers of La Salle 
ount . ,\ ... hil th re 1)eo1)le came to talk n·ith him about 

America from all r)art. of Ol1thwe tern X orway; and a 

large 11uml)er ju and abo11t Sta-.:tanger decicl ed to ernigrate. 

' logvig' rett1rn may l)e ai<l. to ha\'"e tartecl the ''.L\.merica-

fe\""er '' in N" orn7"a)'" thot1gh it took some ear before it 
1·eached the cent ral anJ the ea ·ter11 parts 0£ the co untry. 
'log,·ig intencled to ret nru to .L\..mPrica in 1 ' 36, and a large 

1 Among them ~vas Gudmnnd anrlsberg, who had emigrated from Nor way in 
182!l-8ee The I owa J ournal o;· llislory and Polit ics for January, 1905. p. 64. 
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part;" wa.., J)r :lJ)aring to e111i a-rate ,,·ith him. In the "Pring 

of th;tt ,.,ear th '1'0 l)rig:, .1.,~01·(ler1. 1 and De,, .... "\.,,.or.·ke 11 lipJ)e 2 

w r fi tecl ot1t fro111 l '~1.,·ano-er. 'fhe £or111 r ailed on the 

tir t ,,. dne cla. aft r I e11t cot arri\.,i11g i11 ~ Te,,· l -rork July 
12, 1'" :~t1. 'I'he latt r ailecl a f ,, ,,-e k..._ la.ter. 'fh \- car-

• 

ried a1togetl1er t,,,.o hunclr (l e111igrant , 1uo-..,t of "'"horn went 
clir 'et to La , all~ ou11 t, Illi11oi . 'r he e ,,- re followed in 

• 

h 11 'X J1 ,ll' b)r 011e hi 11, 1~:11i o·hetl 11, 3 C 111111a11tl d b)- ( 1a1)

tai11 J e11 e11, fro1u l£ger:--t111cl n.11tl ~ta,·a11ger, carr) i11g ninety

tl1re , 11a c.l11g rs. 1'11 la.1·0- r 11 n 111 lJ r of the .... e al .... o "- n t to 

La L 
1 alle l 1c)t1nt T • 

• 

B )7 tl1i ... ti1nt" ,, e fiutl tl1t cle ire to emigrat taki11g tlefinite 

for111 i11 tl1 '.) tli ·trict clirectl> ea t tl11<.l 11orth of 1 ta.,-auger a 

far a " 13erge11. ...\ bo11t tl1e . a111e ti111e tl1at the Enigheden 
left ~ta, a11ger i11 the J)ri11g of 1 3,, t.h hi1 ..LEgir 4 com-
111a11cle l by (_ '\1 J)tain 13 ~ hreus, . ailetl £ro1n Berg 11, carrying 

eigl1t)·-fo11r })a eng r · to .1. T e,1p \ " or1~. 'fh b o·i1111i11g of the 

e111igratio11 frot11 ,, e ter11 X or,Yn.} or more 1)artict1larl. from 

~<)11tl1 Berge11l1t1 Pro\'i11ce, :--.ee1n to l)e cl11e ~hiefly t ..L T . P. 

Laugela11cl a chot)l-t 0 acher fro1u l 
1 ~m11a11ger ( a, little ea t or 

13erg 11) a11cl 011e of tl1e })U'C. e11ger i11 tl1e .LEgir. IIe ttled 
in Ltt11eer ( 1011nt), l\'.Iichigan, a11tl ·ec1u t) l1a\~ bee11 the 

tir.- t Sor\, egin,n to l ocate i11 tl1at ~tate. Ile '"' ee111 t ha't;e 

been Oll { the lllall )r \Y ho t ra ,rel <l 1011g c.li ·ta11ce' to talk 
with I 11l1d Hlog, ig tlt1ri11g l1i , , i it at horn i11 Slzjol<.1 i11 

l b3,>. The 1)a e11ger on th Enigh clen ,,·e11t for th n10 t 

1 The Korth. 
2 The Nor,,vegian R ock. 1'he n1aj ority of the pas~engers on these t\\·o ~hips 

" ere frorn IIarclanger. 

~ Tl it) . 
4 'fbe 11atue of the old :Not e sca-gocl. 

• 



part to the Fox Ri ,;;er ettlement a th ttle111ent in La 
Salle 

1

ounty cam to be l{noTI-n. .... T earl)'" all earl)· emigra11t · 
from ,tavanger a11<.l vicinity ,v nt to La l.

1 alle ~ounty. 

Tho e in the 1Egir ee111 al o to hay·e i11te11cl ecl t . ettle in 

the ame localit}'", 1Jt1t in 1hicago ,,ere atl Y'"i tl 1 y two 

merican not to go there. The}-r ,,,.e re al .. :o l)artly inflt1-
enced by 1. ... orn·egian immigrant· ,,-ho ,,·ere di. , ·ati._ fi d ir1 La 

,,alle (;ount}· and ,rho recom111entle(l Iroc1t1c i. ( io11ut3r a a 

de iJ:ahle location £or an ,v ettlement. To thi J)lace about 

fift}r of the l)a enger. on the .LEgir ,, .. e11t, , ettling about. se,T

ent)r_fi,·e 111ile outh 0£ hicago at a 1)lace ca] l cl Beav r 

Ureek. Thi i , then t he thir\.l X or"~eg·iau ettlement. 

Be icl e the one ht1nclrecl and e,· ut - e,·e11 im1nig·rant ,,·ho 

came to America fron1 "
1 

ta vanger ancl 13ergen in 1 l :3 7 there 

"·a a con icl eralJle numl)er TI"ho embarkecl fro1u Gothen

l)11rg, i..' v\·eden. Th e ca111e mo tl}T fro1n 1 ··\1n1etla.l aucl ' f el
emarken in the outh central 1)a1t of ~ T rrta)-. 

.l\.mong the emigra11t of 1 37 " re 111t1. t meutio11 particu
larl .. £our: the l)rother Ole and .L\n te11 ... Tatte~ta<.l from .. 

... 't1111eclal Ole R ~nning a11cl IIa11 · Barlie11 fro111 the I ro
,-i11ce of Tronclbjem. Ole l{}T1111ing \\7:ote a l ook " ·hich 

1)erha1)c, had more inft11e11ce than n.11)"' other 011e thing i11 

IJromoting e1J1igration from the 11r <>Yi 11c<:1 of ... ot1tl1 ce11trrtl 
N or\,·a_}-r.1 .1\n ten X ntte ·tacl n1ay be regardecl a , the father 
of the emigration m ven1ent fro111 :r t1m tlal, }; or,va,)r, £ro111 

which on1e of the mo t uc.:ce.. ft1l ..LT orw C)gian ettlements in 
lllinoi: ,'\.,.i.:con in ancl Iowa ,,Tere later re ·ruitecl. Hi 

l)rother, ( le X attestad 1) came the f ot111cl r of one of the. e 
ettleme11t, ~ that of J effer._on I>r,1irie, in Roel{ ~ot1nts··, \\7i -

1 b.ee The I otoa Journu.l of llistory an.cl I'olltics for January, 1H05, p. i2 and 
note. 



co11 i11 (~1l-...oext .. 11cli11g i11to Illi11oi ) ; ,vhile IIa11'"' ]3arlie11 be
ca.111e tl1 e fo l111cl r of tl1e fir t ... T t1r,,1egia11 -...ettl 111 11t i11 I ,ra 
at ~t1gar reel{ Lee ( ,c,t111t;1 , 1 

rl'he fir ·t ·it:{ colo11)7 i11 tl1e ,, ... e-...t TI·a t l1at i11 1l1icago, 

,, hi ·11 date l)a~l{ to 1 :3l1 . The enrlie,t X or,,regia11 ~ettler -

e :)111 to lJe .... ~il l{otl1e a11cl hi ,, ife rrhorlJjor. from , ... o""· 

'l ' l1P}'" :tre al o tl1e fir"'t "1nig rrtnt from tht1t cli "triet in .... Tor-

,,~a)~. I11 th f,111 f 1 :{G IIt1l~tein 'f orri ~on fro1u 1:t"''jeld

l) rg,2 
(. 

1 ot1ut~ of 'ta,-a11ger, a11cl J oha11 Lar en ettlecl t l1ere. 
111 I l 3D .. 0111 e1uigra11t from • ..,.t1me(lnJ auc.1 , ... o~ X c>r,,,.a:v, 
l<Jcat d i11 'hicng(). 111 l , .J.4 lte,. J. ,,~. '. I)i trich.., 11 ,, .. rite 

i 11 hi 1,·rt l'tl ·1 ( })Ug .. ~ ~)) that 11 a mi ... i 11ar}· ,·isit t o hi
e ago ir1 th~1.t) e,1.r he fo u11cl a co11 icleral)le 11l11nl)er of X t)r,ve

gia11 ·, ,, h o for t]1e 1110'-ci })ftrt ,, er l t)c11.te(l 0111)'" t e1u1)orariI~~ 

i11teucli11g later t go to the . ettl~111eut i11 IllinoiR or ,,-ri • 
COll i11. Tl1 J'e TI·er e , l1e .. a'\'" . n,1JOllt one h11nclrecl X or,,re . 

• 

gin.11 ' })el'lllR,ll 11tl)· ettlecl i11 (,;hicago. Thi ,,ra in 1 .J.4. 

111 1 'DO th re ,, ere i11 ("hicago 1 ~3 1 :3 ... T or",·egian · in 
H, 78:3; ancl i11 1Dt)U, 2~,t)ll. 

I11 1<- 1 37 l{le11g I> er ·on, ,Takob antl I ,.. 1111 <.l Slog, ig, ... i.n
cler .,_ \ . kela.11cl , .L\.11clr .-. ,y ~ 1 i1non. n, ancl a1)ou t t e11 others left 

the 11 ()X l{i, er . ettlen1eut, ,ve11t t l\Ii ouri ancl fot111tled 
n. • 111all :ettle1ue11t i11 ._' hell)}~ Co1111t}~ ,,·hich 110,,·e,·er 

})l'O\"e<.1 llll uce ·fl1l, })rin ·i1)all) 011 accot1nt of th lack of a 

mn.rket. 1 'l 'he "ettle11J eut ,,·a 1)rticticnll:~ brolt ~11 ll }) iu 1 "' 4:0 

1 • ee belo,v, p. $GS. 
2 11 1s firs t house, sa}s L::u1g-elanu, ,Yas on '''ell street, on tho ground uow occu

pied by the Chicngo & 1 ·orth,vestern depot. 

'Ile,se blctndt de norske E11tigranter i de forenede n.ordconerikanske 'tater, af J . 
,,T. C. J)ietricltsen, ~ta,anger, 18-!fi. 

•1 B. L \Vick, in Republikaneren (Story City, Io,va) for :February 9, 1000. 



when mo t of the ettler remo,ed north to Le 01111tr in ., 

Iowa. 

ke ha 
rrhe fifth ettlement ,,·a tabli ·heel i11 1 39 in , ,,.. a11-

ounty , , ... i con in, thi l)eing the fir t T orwegian 
ettlement in \\Ti con in. 

B the year 1 ~ 9 migratio11 frorn X orrray begi11 to 
a ume larger l)roportion a11d certain di "'trict -n,.hich hith
erto had ent v .. er fe",. no",. b gin to co11tribute the larg r 

share of the numbe1· of emigra11t to ..._\..meri a. Thi . ear 

may very pro1)erl:v· be aid to ha,e jna11gurated the econd pe

riod in N or\\regian i1nrnigra.tio11 hi tor.\'"· Do"''n to 1 ") 39 the 
emigration mo,·ement in .J. ""or,;,; .. a;-r ha.cl not reall) .. gone beyoncl 

the J)ro,·ince of .._ ta1<;a11ge1· ancl 1 011th Bergeuhu i11 outh
we tern and "·e ·ter11 ....... orwa)T· Inclee<l, nearl1T all of the 

emigrant had come from the 'e ection . In fact, before 1 ' · (3 

the mo,,.e1nent ""a almo t confin d to ~1 ta,·anger and ,·ic.:i11-
ity. In that ) ... ear it reache Ilardanger, ancl in 1 37 Bergen. 
It doe not reach \ To })l'OJ)erl., l)efore 1 · 3 ~ although Kil 
Rothe aucl "Wife had migrate<.l £ro1n there in 1 3G. !11 

1837 a -we ha·ve een, the fir t hi}) of emigrant the .iEgir 
lert Bergen ,vith eighty-fot1r })at. enger . Before 1 39 ,, .. e 

meet with occa ional indi vicl11al e1nigratiou from province 
to the ea t and northea t. Thu Ole l">3~nning from "naa ·en 
i11 Tronclhjem dioce e emigratecl in the .£gir in 1 37. 1'he 
fir t emig·rant ' from Tel marl~ n al o came in 1 ; 7. The;r 
-n~ere Erik ( aute ·on ~Iidboen, Thore I itt1l en ·vimbil, a11d 

John j_ Tel on Rt1e. 1 The. e three all had familie · ancl came 
from Ti11 })ari h in U1)per T elemarlcen, ,7.dentl by ,,i-ay of 
iki n ancl xothenburg. They ettlecl in La 1alle 011nty 

1 Thore , illlbil later moved to Blue ~Ioun<ls, Dane County, ,,1 iscous1n, '\'i1hile 
.John Rue mo, e<l to Winneshiek CounLy, Io,va. 



Illi11oi .1 .[\11 11n111arri cl 1na11. Tor t n I. (,,ullikc.rud al o 
·a111e at th ~1111e ti111 • 

'fhe f:tther of the lllo,· n1cnt i11 the next count-r, X u1ne• ... 

clal "r r th t,vo lJrc,ther ()le anc1 \.n ten Xatte tad, TI·ho 
al o ca111e i11 l ;3 ~. 2 'fl1 ~e too-etl1 r ,vith IIal te11 IIal ,,er on, 

faili11g to rct1r 1Ja~~ag i11 ). 'ta, a11ger after 1'"alking aero 

tl1e 111ot1ntai11 on l~i fro111 R llaug in ~ t1me<lal to Tin in 
T le111ftrl(e11 a11tl th("Il o,·er the hill aull throt1gh the fore~t 

to ... 'ta,·a11g·er ( a <>11 of the })ati}" ,,Trite ) ecure<l pa" age 
at 'l"'ana11g r it11tl ca111e , ia (}othe11 lJt1rg ancl I~all I i ,-er, l\la -

~a ·h11 ett . ..i..\ 111011g the e111igrant £ro111 other J)Uti 0£ X or
,, ay 1)rior to l ( 37 111t1 t b n1entic>ned also Johan .L ... or<lboe, 

from }">ing lJo i11 Gt1cll ra11 l clalen ,rl10 ca111e i11 1 \ 32 and 

re"'id :icl for 0111e ti1ne in Ke11clall, Xe"' ) "' ork, later g·oing· 
to 'l"'exa. · a11cl Ila11 13arlie113 fro1n Tronuhj n1 (}011nty 

,,ho ca111e to La ._'alle ot111t,~ i11 1(~3 ,. I ither of thee .., 

two 111e11 ho,re\ er, ,, ere i11 trt11uentnJ i11 bringing abot1t an 

e111igratio11 1110,·e1nent i11 G11c.lbrancl dale11 aucl Trondhjem. 
It i. 11ot t111til a 11Jt1cl1 later 1)eriocl that the e t,vo di trict 

are re1)re entecl in co11. icleralJle nu1uber .. among e111igrant . 
Nor ,, a tl1e cle1>a1tt1re of the three fa1nilie £ro1n T elemarken 
in 1 :37 follo,Y d l>jT oth r~ t111til 1 c. 30 and then it eems 
not clire<.:tl)- i11flt1e11cecl })y the e althot1gh their letter 1nay 

ha,·e l1ad 0111 thi11g to <l.o "Tith th e4·odt1 :from T ele
n1arl{e11 ,, hicl1 l)egan in 1 39. .LT or dicl the mo,·e1neut tart 

in 11111edal l)efore 1 3D; bt1t here at any rate it ,,·a (lirectly 

l)TOlllOtecl b)r 011e or the emigra,nt of 1 3 7. 4 

1 Scandinavia, p G-1. 
2 See The I o1ua Joicrnal of H istory ancl P oltlics for January, 1905, p. 79, note. 
3 ee abo\ e, p. 355. 
4 See abo'1e, p. 3G5. On t.his subject see Knud Langeland ·s "ordnirerulene i 

A,nerilca, pp 33-36. 

• 



imilarly the ear 1 39 mark a cha11ge al ·o in the move
ment of the cour e of ettlement. Do,, .. n to thi time all 
emigration from J or'1"ay tand i11 dir ct r lation t the 
movement ,,,.hich began in ta\-a11g r in 1 )2:"5 and vthich in 

the ear 1 34-3 re ulted in the formation 0£ the Fox 
River ettlement in La alle 'founty Illinoi '- Thi ttl -

ment then became the ce11t r 0£ di l)er ion for "rhat ma)-r be 

called the outhern line of ettle111 nt . ..c 11 throt1gl1 the 
fortie anc1 the ££tie the outhern cot1r e of 111ig ration 
we tn'arcl Yrhich in •lucle . outh rn ancl ce11tral I o,ra, tn.11d , 

in direct r lation to early K orYvegia11 colo11izatio11 in Tew 
York ancl Illjnoi ... - that i , the fir t l)erio<l of _,__ T or,,,.egian 

emigration frorn the })l'O\"ince of Hta\~a11ger ancl i outh 

Bergenhu ( ancl i11 tlii 1 ro\·iuce 011ly a far 11orth as I~ :1rgen, 
\ To being exclt1<led ) in ot1th"~e t~rn a11d ,,·e t:irn Kor,,ay. 
In 1 '39 the fir t ettlement ii formecl in ,, ... i con in on the 

hore of Lake l\Iu kego in ,,r auke ha 1ot1nt)·; ancl in l{ock 
J effer on and Dane cou11tie~ in ] 3 9- 40. rrhe e ·ettle

ment then becam tl1e 11orthern })Oi11t of di, 1)er~ io11. Fro1n 

here ,v ha\'·e a co11d northern line 0£ settleme11t ,,est,v·ard 
a11d no1~h1\,.e t,,,arcl into 1101·tl1ern Io,va and Iinn ota. 

The 1 aclers of the emigration from Teleu1arl{en ,,,. re the 
Luraa fa111il)r 'Y,hich ,vas re1)re · ntecl by £ot1r l1ead , of £a1n

ili - in all al out t,,,e11ty per on out 0£ a 1)a1ty of £ 1ty 
co1npo eel almo t exclu i\~ely of gro,vn 111e11 antl " 'omen. 
The e all came £roru 'l ,in ancl Hje1tclal pari ·he in l)J)e1· 
T elemarke11. They embarked at 1- ,ki n fay 17 1 ') 30, 

ailing by the ,,ray 0£ Goth n}Jerg .._,,,,eel n and Boston. 

The ,-oyage aero the ~\.tlantic took nine ""eek ; and the 
j ourne to :i\Iil ,vat1l<ee la ted anoth r three week . The 



la t r 1 ll lJ:'{ ,ra, of ..... .., .),,~ \T <Jrk a11(l th 11 b,,. ca11al l)on.t . . .. 
llull .. ll l)~T hor;--.e. to l~t1fYalo; tl1e11c ~ lJ;~ ,,-n)- of the Great 

Lal~e t l\1il ,, at1kee. rl"hi ,,ya a CfJ111mo11 ,, e t,vrtrd route 

for the nrl.. ttler. It ,,a~ tl1e iut 11tion <1£ the e111igrant 
to ettl i11 IJa ~nlle ('ot111t,.,. llli11oi~; l.>t1t. i11 l\Iil ,, .. aukee .. 

the\ ,,·ere i11llt1e <.l to re1nni11 in ,\ ... isco11 in a11cl a ... ite for a .. 
ttlem .)11t ,,ra~ -.c <"l ) ·tecl 11en.r Lake i\iu. keo~o i11 the outb rn 

part of l\fil ,,rat1l~ee ( 1ot111t), nbo11t t~ ent}'" n1ile · ·ot1th,,·e t 

from l\fil,,rnt1kee. 1 

I11 tl1e . e 1 ')ctio11 of thi:-, fir,t localit the colo11i '"' t were not 
• 

fortt1nate · for the land "·a~ low and the condition ,erj" 

unhealthtt1l. But i11 the £ollo"ri11g .. ear the ettlement wa 
extenlled outh into Racine ("ot1nty where, e pecially in the 

town hi1) of J.. T orTI·a~'". ,,.,. ater£ord, Ra .. mond, and Yorkville 

th )re grew t1p one of the mo.'t J)l'O '"'})erou 0£ early T orwe

gian ettlement in ,, ... i ·con. in. Tl1u Dietrich en write in 

1 · 44 2 that the ]JOI ulation yra i.: ix h 11n(lr cl. rrhe founder 

0£ thi "ot1th 1'lt1~kego or Racin 1 ouuty ettlement were 

John I . Lt1raa , Torger ( . L11raa , IIal,~or 0. Luraas 

KnuJt Lura.a , 1 6r 11 Ba.che, Johann J ohanneNon, 3 1v1on 

Aaclland, N el on John, on l{na a and hi brothe1· jermund 
Kaa a. 4 The la t tYvo "rere £rom Hitterdal in Upper Tele

marken, ,vhile Bache and Johanne on came from Drammen 

ancl Aadland £rom Bergen. All the e came in 1 3 9, 

althot1gh Aadland lived a )rear in the Fox River ettlement 
before he came to ~I u kego. .t\.mong the 1)rominent pio-

1 1\t that time a town of only a fe,v hundred inhabitants. 

2 In Reise blandt de norske Eu1 igranter 

s There sec1ns to be so111e uncerta,inty a.c; to ,vhether Bache and J ohanneson set
tled in ltn.cine Coun ty late in the fall of 1839 or in the following spring. 

4 The t,vo Kaasa brothers settled 111 ,,yinnesbi ek County, Io,va, in July, 1850. 

• 
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neer of thi '"" ~· ttl m jnt hot1lcl be m ntione(l John J. Dahle 
from B ergen X Ol' \'Va)7 and al o the IIat1 ·ian lay preacher 
Elling Eiel 011 .._ 'l1n,e 1 from "'\To .X orwa)T· 

.... \.bot1t the time of the founding· of the .1\It1 kego ttle

ment that i , in th £all of 1 · 30 (bt1t e\·idently a little later) 

wa formecl the o-called J effer rJn Prairie ettlement ome
,vhat £arther ,ve t. The location of thi latter ~·ettlement 

wa Clinton to~r11 "'llil) in otithea ·teru Rock 1ot1uty and the 

to,rn f ~Ianche ter i11 B one ountJ- Illinoi . 1\. arly 

a 1 3 Ole I( . .1. .... atte ta(12 hac1 locat cl i11 Clinton to,vn-

illJ). Ile i therefore probably the Il.I"'t S or,,;regian to 

ettle in ,,ri con in. FcJr a year 1. T at te'.'<tad "ya the onl)7 

J. .... orwegian in t he ettlement. IIi l)rother \..n ·ten .,..at 
te tad 3 had retl1rnecl to .£.., or,,yay 111 on a ,·i it in 1 3 . IIi 

retu1·n to ....... or "Tay ga,te the fir t im1)ul, to the emigration 

mo vement in hi · nati \~e province or ..._ 1 umeclal. 4 In the fol
lowing ) ... ear he brot1ght bacl{ to .1.\.111erica ,,,.ith him, 1 y 
-nTay of Dram111e11 ancl ... Tew 1:T orl{ to (1hicago one hunclrecl 

emigrant, ; 5 ancl mo t of these 1'·ent to J effer ·c>n Prairie. 

The founcler ·· 0 £ this ettlement ,,·ere be i(l e" the tnro 1 Tc1.t

te ta(l l)rother "' : IIan +j rmuucl 0 11 Ilat1gen, Thore Iurke
jord J e11s Gu<lrand on I} hl'a, Gudbrand l\I}·hra G Thor ten 

t E1elson entl!!rated in 1839 and settled first iu La, alle Connt.y, I llinois (Xel
son·s, ll istory 01· ·candinauia,is, p. 17i ). with ,vh1ch settlement he is 111ost closely 
associ,tted. 

2 Ole Xattestacl emigrated from Vregli in ,?u1nedal, N'or,vay, in 1837, and Ji,ed 
a year in BeaYer Creek, I llinois, see above, p. 3.38. ee also Nelson's II1story of 

candinauians, Vol. II, p . 107 ; auu carulinauict, p. 65. 
8 I-le had come in 18~7.- 'ee. candinavia, Vol. I , p. G-'1. 
4 •. ee aboYe, p. 3;3.3 ..... ~at.testad "'1ites that many came twenty rorwegian wi les 

to tal k with him about Amer ica. 
6 E ach emigrant paid a pa~sage of :-::33 c'.>0. 
6 ,Jens and Gu<lbrand niyllra reiuoved to I owa, setLling in ?i[ itchell County. 



I""irk jord ]Lrik G. ~"ka le1n. and Kittel I{ri topher Xyhu~ 
all of ,,rbo1u ~vere fr m ~ y umedal. 

1\.t th clo e of th , ear 1 39 a c lon-r " ·a e"tabli hed in 
~ ~ 

Rock l{un forty 1nil outb"- t in ~ 'te1)he11 on ount}~, 

Illinoi . Thi ,·va clo ely related "·ith the J ffer on Prai.J.1.e 

ettlen1ent on the north. The founder 0£ the ettlement 

,,?a ID met Rtal),~k. Fron1 the ame time al "'O date the 

Luther "\ alley or Rock Prairie ettlement in Plymouth 

:X ewark, -'-\. \"OU and ,l)ring ,T alle}- to" .. n hiJ) '" in outhwe. t-

rn R.ock OllDt)T, "'\'\7 i con in. The fir t ettler here were 

chiefly m n ,vho came in .1. T att tad' J)ftlt, . 1 Particularl)

})rominent in th earlie t hi tor)· 0£ th colon:t i the name 

Gullik 0. ra,-clahl. 2 Ile wa one of the fu~ t to locate on 

Roel{ Prairi and he bl1ilt the fir t log-hol1 e in the ettle

ment. The J)arty that followed Gra, ... dahl to thi colon 

seem to have been mo tly 0£ the Ilaugian belief; the major

ity came f rom N u111eclal, Land ancl IIallingcln1 but a few 

were from ~ ogn and \T alder". mong them ,1rere Lar 

Roste ( £1·om Land), i le IIalland, .-oe Bjono and }Iellek 

Glaim. 
The la t in thi grou1) of early "'\Vi con"'in ettlement and 

dating bacl< to l 39--!0l i the " 'ell l(no,v·n one on I,... o hko

nong Prairie in Dane Cot1nt}'· Thi lie about forty mile 

north 0£ the Rock Prairie ettlement and eight)' mile ""e t 
from JVIil ,vaukee. 1\..ctual ettling dicl not take J)lace before 
1840, bl1t a party or T orwegian , namely, Til, 1

• Gilder

hus, il Larsen Bolstad, and Od. J. Him.le, 3 \"i ited hri . 

1 I t may be regarded as a wesLern extension of the Jefferson Prairie settlement. 
2 Ile emigrated from Vregli , umedal. He was born 1802 and died in 18i3 a I 

very wealthy farmer in Rock County. 
8 He returned to Jefferson Prairie in 1839. 

• 
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tiana and Dee11ield town hip. late in 1 39. 

men, along with many 0£ th earlie t ettler 
nong, were :fi~om \ To , X orwa y. 

The e two 
on l ro hko-

To emigrant from \ To belong the credit 0£ ha,.,.ing 

located thi garden pot in ,,.,.i con in where later gre,v 

up the mo t pr I rou and influential 0£ ... or,,regian (J)er

haps of candina"<;·ian) rural communitie in 1\.merica. The 

fir t ettlement ,va formed in 1 40. In that ear the two 
named \ r o ing Nil ilclerhu and Xil Bol ta<l., located 

in what i now Dee11ielcl t01''n hi 1) ; 1 and .t\.nder Fin no and 

Magne B. B}r tol ettled in h.11 tiana town hip. Another 
ettle1~ 0£ that year i Gunnul . \ .,.indeig 2 ,,·ho named the 

town hri tiania 3 after Ch11 tiania T or,,ra . The to,v11 of 
Albion wa al o ettled that ame year by T orwegian , the 

:fir t of " rhom ,vere: .P.1..mund . l-Io1·ne£jeld, Bjorn nder-
on 1 , .. el ,--e 4 'fhor t in O. Bjaaland and Lar O. Dug tad. 

Bjaaland we ha-~te already met -nrith among the lo per of 

1 '25. H e i the only one of the .1001) party "·ho later et
tled in \\

7
i con in. He and I-Iorne£jeld and Kvelve were, as 

£ar a can be a ce1iained the only immigrant from tav

ange1· ot1nty among the early ettle1· on Ko hkonong·. 

The tay·anger immigrant belong very la1·gely to the outh

ern line of ettlement . I t " ra princi1Jally \ T os and T ume

dal ogn and 'f elemarken that contributed to the 1 o hko-
1 See Bydge}CEvning, 1'Iadison , 1902. p. 42. Article by .1?els A. L ee on the , ross

ings in .t\.merica. 
2 

(¾unnul Vindeig came from ... umedal as did many others of the founders of 
the Dane County settlements. The year he settled in Dane County was not 1838, 
as given in Scandinavia, p. 05. 

a Later shor tened to Christiana. 
4 Bjorn ICvelve ~·as from ta~anger. He is the father of Rasmus B. Anderson, 

.author, and minister (under leveland) to Denmark . At present he is editor of 
Arnerika, ~Iadison, Wisconsin. 



11011<1' <.lttl •111 "'Ilt • 111 ,r >11 >J':ll tl1P ,un lJ n.i(l t<.1 .axt 11(1 
• 

fro111 tl1 l Ile, ·1{ , )llllt\1' li11 \ t11ro11°·l1 tl1 t>ast I'll l1:1lf of I tlll 
• 

1c1u111 \ ns I'tlr ,l tl1 ") , illa<Y .a of l )eerfi 1 lt.l. n11tl ,1s iuto t}1 
• 

~1cljit•l11t {-()\Vll c,f ,J •tl'crsl)ll '01111t.\ .• \111011 c1 l~o,11k 111011°· 

('Hl'l, , ]>1()]} l 1 1'.., I 111:1_\ 11a111 .. nlso .J 01111 I I. I)ji)l'O'(), .T 1 ns I> 1{l• 

('l' 11 \ 't-'lltls 1 :lllll Il :111 I \1111, •li 11. 1 1 i11nll:, Hlllt)ll'.,. tl1) 

1 n1io· ril11t t'rt)lll , ~()~S \Yl1os• r 1 1)1'l1 011t,tti,r "l::, h<>ltl ,1 \T~1·. 

J>l'<>111i11t'11t 1)1:1 ·e i11 t)1 1ttrl.\cr l1i~tl>l'>' < f tl1e .... ttl •111 11t, ") I> • 

·i:111,1 i11 tl1 \ 1()\\ 11 ()(' 1) . rfi lll. I ,vi:sll io llfilll I <>11) •i 11 .. 
~ ':1t1<.), ~ 't<>rl, ~ ' atlP I J,ll' ] <1,~i l 11 I t")h.,t, ... \11fi11 ] ; 'it.l:11 I"nr 
"\y grP, (' ull \i l- ~ 'n,11 -»,:? n11tl \11tlt1r ... -. IJ('e. ·• 

.. \ , . t>. ◄• i11 g c<11t1 11 .\ ,, n at t l1 _. s ~1111 ~ ti111 :> ) .... t,11 li l1 c1 i11 

111 l ·ngtl; :111tl ,11 i la o·o :111cl t 11 tt)\\'ll () f Dl'Pl'fi .l ltl i11 l)n11 ~ 

\ )\lllt)r 1 ) ·:t tll , ~{). si 11g CPtlt:\r s i11 tl1) earl) ll:1~"'· ~ .... (). >c-

tiotl <>f X<>r,, a, l1n ·c,11tril tt t ,cl ... t n1·tli .l r ~t<H.:l~ to tl1 ... \. 111 r-

i ·n11 }>OJ)ttl nt1011 t l1 ;111 \ "' c,s"', :111cl t11t1
_\ l1 t)l l n, , e r) i11111ort:111t; 

J>ltt · 1 i11 Nt)r,, Pgin11-. \11t 1 l'i ·n11 Il i. t<ll'.\. ()f 1,rc>111i11e11t tlt")

• 'PllClit11t (){' tl1P~) 'rtl'l) i111111ig ra11t r . l1all l1erP llUlll ()111) 

~t>ll:tt()l' 1· 111 11 (.l J. ... t•l',()11 of 1\ fi1111 •sotn, l)rofp~.._ ()l' l..1nl' "' ~

l!('< illf', I>t>c<> r:tl1 , f<>,\n, 11: -l 1
(>11s11l to II<) l] a11cl, II(>11.1'l>rg)r 

(, . 'J~ll <)ll l}) 11 1}ll)ll>l'itl g t\ \\ri~l'() l)"illl \ Ti •t:1r Ji'. J ..,ft \\ '-1011 

( 1Jnr <>11) 1 ttl>li~ll 'r <Jf il1 ' ()/1ir'(lf/fJ .\ t ,,,..,·, n,Illl ,Tt)l1 11 \_11tl e1·

s< 11 , J>lt l,li ·11 l J' of >"t<'<t11cli11<ti'< 11," 
1
l1iengl>. 'l 'l1t, ~og·11i11g:--. 

a11tl tl1 .1 'l 'l:.lc'111111·ki11gR (1f 111c \\· i..,t•<)lt~i11 ~ett.ll;)111 )nts, 11:t, e 

alHo •t)11t 1·i l)nlt1tl 111n 11) 11tt lll t1
, , {() tl1 l1<111t>l' l'L)ll <)f J l'l>111i11 \ 11t 

N <.>r,, <>gia11 ~ 111 .... \ n1cri ·,t. (. 1()11grt'~. 111n11 :\[nrti11 • T . (J <)1111 <)11, 

1 'l'hcsc t,vo can,e f ron1 Nn111cdnl in l 12 

! , \ :-.on, Jl o11. '1'01gcr ' l'ho111pson, is sti ll 11, inr;- on the old hou.1cstcacl . 

11 L<'o nll(l ~anc livccl fo1· son1<.' t1n1C' in Chicngo ns did 1unn) of the> , ~o!'-isi ug~. 
1 tc>l'\Yoginn ,vel'k lj, bi -\\ 'ckly, nn<l daily ccot<linaven is pulitically prolJabl~• 

tho 1uosL iutluc11linl Tor,vcgian pnper iu t h e conutry. 



THE 0 ~1IX 

of ~ orth Dakota i a T lemarki11g 1 a are 13. .t:l.llllll I "on, 2 

pt1 bli her 0£ Der·or(tll -Po. ·ten, Decorah I o,,·a a11cl I . 0. 

Rtromme author a11d 1vell-kuo,,r11 jouruali, t · ,,·hil Ilon . 

A tley P eter ·011 and Go,ernor J a1ne L. Da \Yicl on, of ,, ... i -
" 

con in came from i. 

1 

ogn. 3 .t:\.mong earl)~ ettleme11t tho e 

0£ I r o hk nong de er,·e l)ecial notic l)art ly lJecau ·e of the 
,~ery im1)ortant l)lace th }. holtl in .J....,. or,,·egian-..L\.merican hi "· 

tor ... 4 l)ut e l)eciall:y,. ancl that which i 1n ore immediate to 

Ol1r I ur1)0 e beca11 e th ). ( tog·eth ;!r ,,·ith the Rock Co1111ty 

ettlen1e11t) ~ tan<l in t1ch cl <1 e r latio11 t o the earlie~ t I .... or

" ·egian colonie in X 01t hea ·tern I ovra the 'E:'<;tion ,,·hich ha 

e\·er been eclucationally and cultl1rali)" the ce11ter of l\T or ,T·e
gian influence in the ~tate. 5 

rr he .,.. ... or,,egian ettlement that ,,·ere f l'metl before 1 4( 

a ncl that antedate "'canclina,·ia11 colonization in Io,,,.a are then 
in order : ( 1) 1 2 ·> ()rlean ( 1ounty .L "'"e ,,r l ... ork · ( 2) 1 34-

85 La }.
1

alle 
1

ount I llinoi · (3) 1 \37, I roc1l1oi Count)

l llinoi ; ( -1 ) 1 3 7 C1hicago Illinoi · ( ,) ) 1 3 9, ~lil nrat1k e 
ancl Racine cot1ntie ,, ... i con in · ( G) 1 3 V, E a tern Roel~ 

1
0l1llt)T \\ri ·con in and Boone County, Illinoi ; ( 7) 1 ~9 

'teJ)heu on ounty I llinoi. · ( )) 1 :1n \\Te tern R ock 

,Ollllt)r ,,,..i con ·in : ancl ( .J ) 1 · 0 V-40 Dane Oll ll t)" ,,ris
con in. }1 rom the la t ight a center of cli })er ion, took 

1 Congressinan Joh nson is a son of :N"elson ,Johnson Kaasn, "ho settled in Racine 
County, \1t i. cons in, in 183fl IIe became 111 1 50 one of the fontulen.; of the first 
~or,veginn settlement iu 1,"innesh1ek County, Iowa-the , vashington I'rairic set-

t le1nent.- ee above. p 3u0, note 4. }iI . N. J ohnson's u1other ,vas fi-ow "\"'"oss 

i l\l r. A nundson moved from La rosse, W isconsin to l )ecorah, Io,va iu 1868 
11 On early imn1igration f ron1 ogn, see ar ticle by John Ollis in Bygde)revning. 
4 A short account of the ~orweg1ans in ''tiscon, in appeared in the .J.1linneapolis 

T idende for April 7, l H0.3, p. 8 
5 I shal l else,vhere at a later time discuss ruore fully th e contribution of the 

various prov ince~ of Nor,vay to J. ""or,Yegian-.c-\ mericau cultural history 

• 
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3 'G I "\VA J R.... L OF III TORY A.i...,.D POI"ITIC' 

plac all u b ec1 ue11t earl" colonization in 1101thern l\Ii ·
""' uri Io,,ra n1in11e ota, and northern ,, ... i COll'li11, a c-, Io,va 

ancl Iio11e ota at a lat r date £t1rni "'h d tl1 large ~hare of 

coloni. t to X el)ra ka n rth,,re. tern l\finne O~'t and the 

Dakota.·. 
J.\. glanc at l\Iap II ,,·ill indicate the cot1r (..l of 111igration 

into the territor\T ,, .. e t of the fir t ettl me11t . It ~-ill ho,,T 

that the nortl1ern tier of ount,ie in Io~"a £or1n a contiuuou 

""e. t,,·arcl li11e of ettlem nt ,nth 1)rinci1)al1~,. the . i:\-th, 

ighth, and 11i11th ettle111e11t ( e abo,·e) in ot1thern ,,Ti"
con i11 a their l)oint of cl 11artt1re. The 011thern and the 
ceutral colc>11ie i11 I ,, .. a trace back to the old Fox Ri, er 

ettle1nent a the tarti11g 1> int. Tho e i11 the econd ti r 
of cot1ntie. 1 egin11i11g ,,·ith 'la)-ton are in part from bot.h, 

b11t 111ore e I eciall)T fro1n the .._ 1 tate li11e "'ettlement betn' en 
Illinoi anLl ,,Ti co11 in ( ix, e·ren, ancl eight abo\~e ). In 

the we. tern 1)art of the )._ ,tate the e three line '"" of ettlement 
1neet in ,\rel), ter, II111nbolllt P ahonta , Bt1ena "'\Ti ta, and 

h rol{ee cot1ntie . 

·r11E E-\RJ.1I~::--.•r ~OTI\Y'E(: [ \. .1. SETTT.11~'\fF,"1, I"N' JOY, .-\.-11\., J.'OlT ... "D-

1;:1{::-,, IT ' CII .. \.ll CTER, I1'S C}R0\\1 '1'II, . \XD I 'f ,' REL.\.T10N 

1'0 L ,\ 'fI~lt \VEs'l'\\' _\ RD CO l.10 ~ IZ .. \.1'IO~ 

,,re ho.\·e abo,,.e 1 referred. to the fact that in 1 ·37 a patt)T 

of coloui t from La alle C1ot1nty, Illinoi , tra\~eleJ outh-, 

,, .. est a far a Shelby (.,ot111t)T, in north,,·e t er11 ~Ii 011ri, 

and fou 11<led there a s1uall ettle111en t. The ame re tle 
J{leng Peerson, ,v ho left J or,vay £ ur )-rear before the cle
partt1re of the ' R.e taurationen' in 1 23 ,,?ho J)robably 

, I-'age 350. 

• 
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made a jot1rne t o the then wild \\7 e t a. much a a dozen 

year be£01·e the planting of the £r .. t -r orwegian colony in 

the \\7 e t and wh o elected the ite 0£ the Fox Ri,~er ettle

ment in 1 '33, -nTa al o the lead er £ thi movement. 1 In 

com1)any " ~ith him were th e two brother , J ak ob and Knt1d 
1

logn g A nder A keland .t\.11clre,v i1non en and about 
ten other •. The lo alit:y· had eviclentl).,. b een cho en by 

Peer on 011 an excur ion into iii. "'011ri the preceding year. 

At that time, it eem , he }Ja sed through outhea ter11 I o,va 2 

and wa.: therefore, p robably the fi r t Nor,y·egian to vi it ~ 
I owa. The :Jfi · ouri col nv received . ome acce . ion from ., 

J_Tor ,vaJ" in 1 :10. Thee came ,1t ith ! r le11g P eer 011, wh o in 

1 3 · made a journey to J_ or \'vay £or the J)Pcial J)Uf})O of 
recr11iting the colon . The localit}r -nra unfa, .. orable chiefly 

on accot1nt of the di. ta11ce to a market ; the co11n tr. wa al o 

lo"v and th e . ettler we1·e much afflicted -n·ith ickn at 

fu~ t . ..1.\ early a., the })ring of 1 --1:C> th colo11 beg·a11 to 
break lll) · 3 

I owa had b een rganized a a T erri tor. T i11 1 3 . The 

ettler i11 ShellJ C t1nt,r l\li uri, ,,? re di~~ ati fiecl, and . ., 

ha \ ing hen.rel of th e nat l1ral re ource of th T erritory of 

1 A ·k etc11 of his 1ife wa fi rst p rintecl in B illecl -..1f agazin, 1875 . ...,ee also candi-
1wv1 a (Chicago), .January, 1884. p 64. ..A. full er nccount, containing an interest
ing let t,er f rou1 ) ! rs Bishop a rah A . P eterse11. of Ephraitn, Ctnh, 1s printed 111 
First Chapter o.f J.torzueg,an Intnng)·atio1t, pp 17D- 1n;3. i\ [rs. J->etersen " ·as the 
daugh ter of the slooper, (.-,oi-nelius Tel~on, and a niece of l{leng l'cerson. Peer
son 's la.st na1u e " 'a~ ll e~than1m er , ,vbi ch h e dropped i n thi s count ry I l e \\ as 
born in Tys, aer, k jold 1->ar1sh, near ta.Yanger, Norway. IIe 11 ved for a t1n1e in 
the ,Yedish co111111unistic colony at Bish op 's H ill, H enry ount y, I ll in ois, and 
rcm o\'etl, p1 obably 1840, to 1'exas. Jt e d ied at. :Xorse, Bosque Count y, in that 
~tate, December l G, J8U5 

2 B L . ,vick, in Republtka neren for F eb1 uary 9, I Q00. 

s ,J akob logvig and .i\ keland hacl returned to L a a lle County, Il li nois , in 
1838. 



I o,,·a i 111111 cliatel)T to th 11ortl1 a11cl tl1nt goocl la11Ll ,vith a 

11 ar 111ark t ·011lcl l)e ha.cl i 11 th ,ot1thea ... teru 1>a1t of th 

'1' ~rritor. 1 tl1 )7 d ciclecl to 111<) v to I,>,,r,1. (-roi11g 11orth-

a t into L ot111ty~ Io,,ra the: locatecl at a }Jlace six 

111il , 11ortl1 \\ e. t of I( okt1l~ l~no,,·11 a:· ~, ugt1r (,re k. .1.n

clr ,, ~i111t)11 t-'Il a11cl 1110::-t of h s ttl r i11 ~hellJ,- ('ot111t,· • • 

·r1n1 a tl1a ti111 · l)t1t P ;)er llll re111aine(1 i11 :.\Iis~<)t1ri. II re 

11()\\r ,r r th \7 fotlll(l ,l ('(JlOll)~ f .l. -r or,Yegia11 \Yh<) hacl, it 

~e ;)111~, lJtlt 1· n tl \7 e ta l)li "'h (l th 111 e 1,- s. ,, ith the ex-
• 

c 1)tio11 of 011e to l) 1ueuti 11ecl b lo,v, it i 11 >t kno,,r11 1v ho 

th ..., earli r ,ttl r. · ,v r , an(l I ha ,,.e not lJe n able to a "cer

tai11 ,, l1ere the T a1n f ro111 . 
• 

1(1 11g I eer 011 h~1 1) Cl11 accretlit l ,Yitl1 lJ i11g the foun-

cler al, o of the ~ ,11gnr ('free k ·ettle111e11t, l)t1t there i "' no 

}>l'O<>f that he })re,ritJtl 1)- . elect cl th --ite or ,- 11 that he 
,, a ,, itl1 the 1)arty ,, ho loeatecl tl1l:ir i11 l RJ(). Incleecl the 

\·iclence go rath r to ._ bo,v· tl1at l1e ne,- r actn!1ll)- ... ettled 
at "'11gar ('reek. I Ii l1on1e in th ft)llo\Yi11g· ) e~r',; ,,·a~ J)I' b

abl. ehiefly in ~'h->11))" 1ot111t}\ l\li Ol1ri; i11 1 \.~ -1-, he olcl 
l1i la11(l tl1ere n11cl joi11ed the H" .. ecli 11 colon}T i11 1Ienr . .,. 

1ot111t,y·, Illi11oi , ,, l1i ·h hacl been fol111cletl i11 1 4-0. 1 X r 

tloe it een1 t n1e that IIa11. 13arlien "·a a 1nember of the 
Ii ouri colo11)T a Profe or 1-\.nd r on . t1g·ge t. . X o men

tio11 of B:1rlie11 can 1Je fot111tl i11 co1111ection "Tith the Rh lbv ., 

County colo11 T or a11y other ettlen1ent. It .., ee111 more 
])robabl that he ,,Tent to th Fo ~ Ri,·er ettle111e11t ,,·he11 he 

came from N c>r,vay in 1 87; l)t1t ,vith a few oth r " left i11 

1 40 con1i11g· to Lee ountyr 01ne,,· hnt b £or the 11art. 

1 See n.bo, e, p 356, note; ancl The I o11Ja Journal of I11story ond Politlcs for 
J annary, 1005, p 07 and note. 

• 



that can1e with nclrew 1. imon en £ro1n ~'helb.,r 1ot1nty . 

ThE·J,. may originailJ" have recei,Tecl th iI· k110,,rledge of thi ' 

localit1T from P eer~on. Barlien him el£ ma)· ha\ l)ee11 in 

La ~alle 
1
ounty when P eer on in 1 3 7 returnecl n·o1n hi 

jo111·n y th1·011gh that ve1·y part 0£ I ov.'"a and into 1'[i .. ouri. 

I t -n"aJ, then, Barlien and a fe,v im1nigrant 1'r:ith hi1n ,1tho111 

Andrew ' imonsen ancl other fro1n i. ' helby ( 1ou11t\ £ llnd 

ah·eady ettled at ... t1gar reek in the pring 0£ 1 40. I £ 

thi is co1Tect then the fir t T or wegian ettler in Io,ya and 

the real founder 0£ the :fir t or~,. gian colony in the i. tate 

i IIan Barlien who ",.a born at Overhalcl en in th })l'O

vince 0£ Trondhjem about 17 0.1 

A far a known, the fir t ettler " rho came with 1\..ncl1·ew 

'imon en n:om l\1i ouri were : Omund 01 on J{nuc1 1.. ' log

vig, 2 Lar Tallalr on Jacob 0. I-Ietletvedt, P eter Gjilje, 

Erik Oie, ancl Ole Oie oen. Lars Tallak on settled there 

about the ame time, but he came from lark ount1"T 1\iii -
ouri: where he had located in 1 3 . Gjermund IIelge on3 

ancl Eric I nud on who had ettled in the l\iu k go Ct)lo11)r, ,,ri c n jn, in 1 3 9, were al o among the earlie t settler . 

The leacling 11irit in the colo11y " 'a undoubtedl)" IIan 
Barlien. IIe ~Ta a man of great natural endo,vment and 

he had a fair education. 111 :r or"ray he hacl been a IJro

nounced nationali t 0£ the ,V el'g land direction ancl had 

tak en part in the fi1· t 1)ea ant 111)ri ing·. .fle ,,,as for a timP 

a 1uember of the 1tor thi11g ( the natio11al l)H.rl ia,llle11t). 111 

1 ,Jakob~ log, it; \' as aJ~o a111ong: the fii. t settlrrs; but see note 3, p. :307. 

!l IIP) n-eson 1uav ha\'e ro1ne ,vith Bat lien fro1n ] Jlinois. ,., . 
s .i\ccortltng to a let Lei tron1 his ,, ido", Ilaunnh l(nnclson, no,, residing in 

\Vest, Branch. Ce1la1 County. Io,, a. 
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r lig·iou h ,vt1 a lil) ,)rnl. ,,rl1ich ,tr tl "" cl th ho tility 0£ 

the ·l ~r ·s,; ,v l1il '.) l1i raclical I)olitic,11 v·i C,),,r call eel forth 

tl1) (!11111it)7 of th,) t)fiicial •l,1. ~- 1 I e o,v11ed a 1)ri11ti11g 

) tabli c-o l1111e11t at \7 rgnaJ·<.1 n ,111(1 1>111 li 11 cl a J)fiJ er1 111 
,v l1ich h 1 (li<.l no h<.-",i tat t c:ri ,·e A 1>re i<lll to the 1)riuci1>le 

for ,v hic11 lie toocl. 'l"hi fr ti u "lltl \ i11 \7 01 ,1ecl him i11 liti ·a-.,,_ .. 
ti 11 • ancl f elin o· l1in1 elf 1) r ... )ct1t cl h at, la t <.leci<l.ed to 

n1igrate to .,.\111 riert i11 l :1,.... 2 I3arlie11 ee1n to be the 
· cond .. Tor,, git111 111i rau from 'l"r<. 11 lhj n1. a Lar Tal

lak ·011 ca1ue fr(Jlll I~erge11 ,, .. l1ile the re t of th coloni t 

,vere 1110 tl)r from th region or Sta,-aug r. 

Lee ( 101111t)' n·ti. lJ11t littl ettlecl at that time·' lantl wa 

l)ougl1t of the I11dia11 £ r a n minal })ric , but it often be

ca1ne ex1)en i,.. 11ol1gh in th nd inc it 1 ro'-·ed er diffi

cult for n1auy of the ttler, to obtain a cl ar title :from the 

nited 1-
1tate . 'rhi i 011e rea on ,,rh)T the ·ettlem nt dicl not 

gro,,T, tho11gh 11robably not the chi £ cau e. 6 111 1 4B tl1ere 
,vere bet~'ee11 thirty anu forty famili ,,rrite John Reier

son, 6 l)ut i11 1 56 ther ,,rere accordi11g to th C'Gll \l ._ 0£ that 
year only i rt),.· ight or,,regiau in the count)~. Thi llllill

ber had in 1 1 5 decrea ed to thiit)' -on . 111 th fiftie man)T 

0£ the ettler 1novecl to other localitie bt1t throt1ghout the 

fortie there wa a pro })erou colon}r that contrib11tecl not a 

1 ..1felkeve,en, Lhe lilky '''ay. 
11 .... ee ,J B. ,vist , 1n Byr;dejlevnbt[/, I\Iacl1son, ,\riscon in, 1003, p. 158, also 

First G'ha,pter of Yol'zveyia,i lu1111igrat1011, pp. 2:33-23Ci1 nncl Republilcaneren, l◄.,eb
ruary n, !!JOO. 

11 'fhc first ,vas Ole I 'ynning .• ee 'l~he 1010a ,Journcil of llisto1·y and Poldics for 
.January , 100;,, p. 72, and }tott.l111le1ulc1ie t .1l n1e)•i!to hy 1\.nncl Ijangeln.ncl. pp 20 -29. 

4 1.'he first posto01ce ,vas cstablbshc<l in l ,ee C'nnnt.) 1n 18-11. 
6 See p. 373. 
0 l .. eioiser for E1niyranter, 184-8. 

• 

I 



li ttle t the l e,-t lo11ment of the commt1nit) .. a11<l tl1 cot1utJ .. 

in that earl) .. periotl. The ettlement i of l) cial i11t re t 
i11 that it ,-va " the fir ~t :S orYregian t tlement in Io,,ra. It 
£ot1ndiug i11aug11 rated ..1. T orn .. egian colonizatio11 iu the "' tate 

,\·L.ich, 1)artic11larl)· in the fi£tie re ultecl in the e'" talJli h
ment of a core 0£ exten i,Te ettleme11t in the cPnt ral and 
the norther11 countie, . 

There are man~ ,. rea 0 11 1'·h ,. th 1 11gar reek . ettl 1nent 

c1i l not gro1'· a dicl the later ettlem 11t north aucl Yre~t . 

Fir.._ t of all lan<l ·\ra not of the be t in Lee ( 1ount, . \ud 
~ 

then, th localit "\"Va._ rather too far 011th- ~ .... or,,,egia11 ha,·e 

,·er, .. ,, .. her i11 ..t.illlerica thri ,·en 1Je t in the more 1101t herl ... 

l ocalitie . . 1 ..1.\ gain the ticle of migratio11 from the .._ ' tav·anger 
1 ro,·ince was not trffici ntly hea,•)T t o recrnit the ,·ariot1 

ettl 1uent alr atl y tabli hec1 lJy i1nmigrant , from that re

gion. The 1najorit of tho e ,rho ca1ne ,vent clirect tc> the F ox 
Ri,- r ettle1nent in north ru Illinoi , ,,·hich off red llll , nr

l)a ed 11att1ral ucl vantage . T o 1 e 11r the 8 h 11))" 1ot1nt)" 

( ~Ii ot111 ) ancl the J~e ( 1ol1nt ., ~ttleru nts 111ight ha,·e l)een 

recruite(l from other c1i~trict i11 .l T or ,,·a}". But it 1u t1 ·t be 
• 

Tem >'.) mberecl that . t1 c;h c,the1· di t rict a hacl b g un to ta]{e 

1)a1t in the ernigration mo,~ ment hall th ir attent iou Jireetell 

jt1 t at thi tim in unt,ther tlirection. Th other 1 ro, ince · 
in c1t1e tir)n ar \ TO rr e1c1uarken and J... .,..llllledal. It TI1as 

r·epre entati,-e: £ t l1 e e that £01111(l ed the ,, .. i con. iu ,'ettle

ment in 1 30- J O ancl i11 them the great majorit)~ of immi

gra11t from tho. e 1 r0Y i11 · located in the £oll0Yri11g clecatle.2 

1 ' ee The l oioa J ournal o.f Illstory a,u.l P olit ics for J a11na11 . 190.:i, pp 87-88. 
2 ' ee cliscus·· ion of those settle1ue11ts abo, e, pp. 302, 303. 



Thi-; i al o true of tl10 e ~Tho can1e from ._ ogn 1 IIardan
g r ancl f ron1 ,,re ter11 X orn·a 3• i11 ge11eral. 

There i till ano her r a on ,,·h the colon. - did not gronr_ 

Be,rc>11cl the cc)mmon d ire of 1naterial betterment ther .. 
"·a'"' too little of comn1l111it)" of intere t. It i.., enot1gh to 
111er1tio11 tl1at e\ eral cliff rent r ligiou ect ,,·ere repre

e11t ~d i11 th littl ttl m nt chi £ a111O11g ,,rhich ,~ere the 
Quak 1' ancl the Latt l' Da\r ,ai11t:-.. Jt1~t aCI'() the nii -- .. 

• 

:i ·i J)l)i ,, .. a the to,vn £ .X au voo, 2 ,v·hich ,,,.a" a ~Iormon 

cent r at, tl1e ti111e. ,, l1en th r <)rmon ,, ho clicl 11ot be-

lie\· in J)OlJ'ga111~,r talJli.._11 cl th n1 el ,e .. at La111oni ome 

J' ar. later 111a11) .1. ... or,, gi~111.., of that }Jelief " ·e11t ,,·ith th m. 3 

-'-\ncl n t a fe,v of tl1e Qt1ak r. joi11ecl .L\.n1erica11 cit1ake1· et .. 

tle111 uts farth r 11orth a .. ' i11 1.."alen1 IIenr, ot111t,. 111 the 
' . 

later fiftie" a IJro J) ron" colo11)· ,,·a · fot1ncletl at ancl Ol1th of 
L egrand i11 Inr Lall '1ot1nt)r, .t\. fev1t of the earl)· 1)ione r" 

ho-n~ ,r r, r 111tii11ecl aucl their <le. ce11<la11tc-, li,~e i11 Lee (..,ot111t}

to-dn). ] i11all), tl1e clifficult)~ of ect1ri11g a titl to the lancl 

u11<.111 ,vhich 111a11.\ X or,-r· gia11 ha<.l ettled to ,,·hich re£er
e11ce ha 1 :l(:l}l n1a.tle nl)O\"e 11ncl lll)t dl\r lro, e n1a11 to 

• 

eek home~ el e\·rh re. 1 

1 I111u1igration front So£tn began in 1 42 anll "ns at first directed al1nost exclus
ively to J)ane County. ,,risconsin 

t In the l .'ox ll ive1 settlerucnt 1n Illinois 1nan) ~01 ,veginns joined the 1'1or
ruons and later ruo\ecl to l}tah. l3isltop C'annte Peterson \Yas 0 11e of tllt'.se. 

3 1'he l\lor1no11s first 1uo, ed into Io" n 111 18:30. ha, i ng r eceived a ~tut1.nce of 
p1otection and the liberty to practice their bchl•f from Go,ernor IJnras in that 
year 'J'hey located in J..ee County not far fro1n Su.Jar C1eek. The to,, n of 
.... au,oo, Illinois, had been bought by theu1. 'l'he name was changed from C'om-
1ne1ce 

4 1'he question has been in, estig~tccl s0111e,vhat by l\fr B. L . \\.,.1 ck. "-'ee lle
publtkaneren, l<'ebrnary n, l!l00, to" hich article the reade1· is referred . 

• 
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.... :rOR\V"EGIA:N I:.\[:\fIGR . .\TIO?f I NTO ..t. ORTIIE STERX IO\V' .. \. TllE 

~'O ~)"DER, OF TI{E E .A .. RLIE~T ,--. E'f1~LE:.\(J<~XTS . ()'I'JII~R COL

ON IE E~T.ABLI II ED BET\v"EEX 1850 .\ ... "D 1853 . TIIE 

COl'R .. E OF .. ET'fLElCE:NT. CO:XCL l"bIO.N' 

The F ox Riv-er ettlement in IlDnoi had 1Jee11 £or1ned in 
1 3-:1:-85. The exodu from outh ,,Te tern ancl ,,Te tern Nor

wa in 1 :-3U-40 b1·011ght hunclred of i1111nigra11t to the 

colony. In a fe,v year the be t lanu hau Leen take11 and 

many began to look abo11t in earch 0£ n w localities farther 

we'"'t. imilar movement took })lace farthe1· north a few 

year later . Bet,,~een 1 -!O and 1 ) .5() the south ,, ... i con in et-

tlement e tabli hed in 18.39-40 1 develo1)ed into pro 1)erol1 

communitie . For a decade they continuecl to re ei,Te acce -

ion £ro111 we te1·n and outh central X orn~a)T; 1 ut the 1)ri11-

ci1)al 1)eriod of immigrant colonization ,va th e }Tear 1 :3tl-

50. In later ear the e ettlement became tation -011-

the-way £or a ve1·y large num l)er 0£ i111migrant I who can1e 

and locatecl £a1--ther we t and north. 'e,· 1·al ne,v colonie 

had in the meantime l)een formecl - a £or exam1)l in ,·ve. t
ern Dane 1011nt ... and at l\Iineral P oint anll ,\.,.iota in I o,v'a 

• 

Count5r. 2 Between 18-!9 and 1 1 l10 the "T t,,Tard moveme11t 

of T or,'"·egiau in1migrution ,,,a dire ted e 1>eciall)r to 11orthern 

Io"Ta ancl outhwe tern ~linne ota-iu Io,·va fro111 ..c\lla111akee 

ancl 1lay·ton countie on the ea t to Fore. t it}'" a11cl I..1ake 
l\Iill in ,"\Tinnebago 'ot1nty on the ,re t. During the ame 

year but beginning a little later there ,,a al o e tabli hed 

a nt1mber 0£ ettlement in central Ion·a. 111 their early 

hi tory ho,vever the e tand entirely i elated from those 

1 \.;'ee alJoYe, pp. 360-01. 
2 These and a fe,v fartller north :i.re given bv Dietricbsen, p. 24. 



• 

• 

i11 the ll<>rtl1 r11 ot111tie . I,. i11all:r th e i11 the \\ e,ter11 J)Ul't 

of the• ~'tat~ ar , for tl1 1110:--t J)art~ the re~ult, of iuter11al 

i111111igra tio11 fr, 111 the c >l<.ler o the 11 ,,,er !)art of the ~tat . 

1'11e fir t "0t111 t:' tl d lJ) .... ~ or,,·egia11, in 11orthett ter11 

Io,,1n ,va, ('ln)·t c.,11. The earli '"' t ettl r ,, a· ()le , ... alle. II 
ca1ue i11 1, 4 G a11(l 1 cat cl i11 1{ cl t()'' 11"l1i J) n, little -..c)uth 0£ 

tl1 J)r ~ 11t ~t. < laf. 111 l '" Jt; >le rf ollt>f 011 I~ittil,la11cl 

·a111 a11cl locat tl i11 lleecl to,Yn hiJ), 1 The 1)eriocl of ,ettl -

111 )11t lloe 11ot, actnall5 l)egin ho,,~ ,1 r before 1 4~ . 1 n 

the })ring of that ) ear Ole II .)rl)ra11clso11 a11ll faIDil.Y· . ettlell 

i11 th ~a111 ])la ·e. rrhe 1 r1uo11t -.. ttleme11 t i11 the western 

J)a1t of tl1e cot111 t~, ,, a lJegu11 in J tl n l " 4 ~) · the fir. t ettler 

,va } Ial \101' Xil ,011. 2 'fhi'"' t l e1ue11t ... 0011 gre"r ,,·e:.;tl,al'(l 

i11to Fa.\ ette 1 <>l111t)T a11cl 11ortl1,,·artl throt1gl1 :F'a3-ette i11to 

,, .. i1111e. l1iek 101111t,. To ( 1ler111ont i11 the ame , ear came 
~ ~ 

Tallak C{1111cl<)r t)I1 a11cl fn.1uil, I~11ut I-Iu ta.cl J n ..1.\.. IIolt, 
• 

1~recle Ilc)lt, Ilrtl tei11 (irotl1, l(ittel Rt1e ..Ltl)r,lham l~t1 'tad 

ancl e,·eral oth r ; ,vl1il I I lg 11a1n .. tacl a11cl ,,·ife, Ole 

II:1n.·on a11<.l ,,?ife, 1"'hork 1 Eitel(le11 aucl Embrigi Sanclen 

locat ll i11 tl1e ... T or,,·a)T . ettl 111e11t i11 I eecl to"T11._; hiJ). 8 ~\.t 
})re ent X or,,·a)r ancl ( 1lermo11t for1n 011e conti1lt1ot1 '"'ettle

n1e11t ,Ye. t,vard i11to ] a) ette ("ot1nt\ .... 
~ . 

rfhe £()t111cler of the._'e ettleme11t all came £ro1u ,\ ... i co11-

i11, J)artict1larly fron1 l{ocl( 1ot111t}-, 3 ,, .. h r the),. haJ li "'eel 
the fir t fe,,, ) r n.r · aft r coining fr m X or,va)~. In the } ear 

1830- 53 a larg nt11ulJer of im111igra11t joinecl the colon 

1 , ee article by 11ev. (Jacob Tanner on En kort IJeretn,ng 01n 50 Aars K irkeliyt 
.Arl.ieide i Cla yton c•o , 1 0 11.)(t in Lutheraneren, 45 (1001 ) . These nau1es are 
taken fro1u I~ev 'l'annc1··s n,rticle . 

.e In Reed to" uship. 

a 'l'anner 's arti cle. 



bt1t in the ,~ery beginni11g of thi l)erio<l the 1uo,e111e11t ,,ra~ 
c1irectecl to the col111tie 111 the northern l)art of t11e .._1 tat -

i. e. to .... illamak and \\'"i1111e .. hiek c l1nti . The i111u1i

gration 0£ ... Tor,,· gia11 into C)la)·ton 1 u11t) ... hacl 11raetically 

c a d l)y 1 ,).J the hie£ rea on for thi probal ly l)ei11g 

that the (i-er1nan a1ne in , r}· larg 1111lllber 11a1t ic11larl )r 

to la)'ton ount~t clt1ri11g the earl r fi£tie anc1 o ,u occ11-

}Jied all the be t land. 1 
.1. T orthea tern I o'\"\·a ,,Ta, 1J11t little 

ettlecl. ancl the cl eveloJ)lllent 0£ th ,,·ilcl er11 e. hacl only l)e

g11n. Clayton 'aunt:· had in 1 · 5() a p l)t1lati,)11 f three 

tho11 a11cl ight hu11drecl and e\.,. nt:1 -three ,, b ile 11 n) tte 

hacl onlj· ight hunclrecl and t,,·ent)· •fi\-e, a11cl .1.Ulamakee 
e,~en h11ndrecl ancl ·r nt)·-. e,,.en. The l)<)1)ulation of ,\ ... i 11-

ne. hiek aunt had reache<l. fot1r thot1 a11d 11i11e l1u11c1recl a11 l 
:fifty- e, n . 

.Lillamakee ,,~a the 11ext cou11t .. in orcler a£ ettle111e11t. 2 

Thi ot1nt~.,. wa 01)e11ecl to ettlement in 1 l .f c) lJ11t lancl ,,-a 

not l)Ut lll)OU the marl{et before 1 ' .3(). a 111 tbe s11111n1er of 

that ear a con. iclera1Jle n11111ber of .L. T or,,·egian. l1ad co1ue 

from \\ri con in antl ettlecl 011 the prairie north £ Paint 
c~reek li , ing in their can ,·a co\· reel ,vagon t1ntil hol1. ·e 

\\
1 ere lJ11ilt .4 The earl}· ·ettlers of .L\Jlamakee ancl 11 ighlJor-

t ]lev. rr anner "'rites '' \\Then v, e look at this .1.:.,.or"e~1an settle1nent as it " 'as 
then and 1~ to-day largely. it iu1metliately st1ikes us that it "rns " ·oou and " 'ater 
th.e coloni t.s looked for, and therefore the) let t.he praric lie and chose the hills 
alon~ tl1e Tnrkey River. ~ot until later tlic.l they learn to understand the value 
of the prairie, but then the Germans had taken most of it. 11 

2 The Fayette nounty settletnent about Clermont is a western extension of the 
second settlement in Clayton ounty, it.s begi1m1ngs l1ave been referred to abo, e 

~ T he firs t entry of purchase appears under tlle tlate of October 7, 1850. 
4 'l'here were, it see1ns, Tor,vegians in the county as early as 1840 or perhaps 

1848, but I have not been able to ascertain their names or any facts with regard 
to them The earliest settler in the county ,vas IIenry J ohnson, after "horn 
J ohnsousport was namecl, but I do uot kno,Y to ""'hat national 1 ty he belongetl. 

• 



• • 
1ng COlllltle 

11 er life in 
XJJCri 11cecl all the trial and hard hiJJ of pio

an llD ettlecl col1ntrv. There ,va no railroad 
• 

11earer tha11 nlil ,,·at1kee. ....\. t nfc Tl'egor there 11·ere a fe,,· 

tore n1l1 ')re th uece --arie of life cot1lcl be had. 1 

rrhe })roce"' of l1<>1ne l)uilding and the clearing of the for-
t ,, a lo,,· aud often attencled ,,;th man"~ di Aicultie . .. 

The 1Jione r geuerall}T l rol1ght ,,rith them no other ,,realth 

thn,11 ~tol1t h ;)art a11cl trong hant1 , and it TI"a, onl5r b)r 

ju(ll1 ·tr~ a11c.l evere co110111y that they ,,ere able to make a 
li,,.i11g for them. el 'leN a11d their faru.ilie . Th(1 e ,,,.ho hired 

£or 1>a. · to otl1er recei, etl ver)T mall ,Yc1ge an<.l a there 
,va little 111011e.,. a1uo11g the })ioneer £ar1uer it ,,,.a paid in 

large J)art i11 foocl or oth r article . It ma).,. er,·e a. an 

illn ... tration that in the ,,,.i11ter of 1 30-51 a J)ioneer in 

Ula)1 to11 OlIIlt)T2 })lit e,r n thou n11tl rail 0£ woocl for 

fifty cent a l11111(lrecl; fc>r this he wa · J)aid ~3. 5 in ca h 
ancl the remaiutl 1 r in foocl. The l{ed :Olan ,v·a the ,\ .... hite 

~Ian s 11eighlJor i11 tho e cla3~ , but the 'can linanan :o·on
tier 1nau ,r,t " 11e, er in all the hi tor of colonization mo
lebtecl by the I 11dia11. II e ·ucceedecl in a remarkable de
gree in gai11i11g the l{ed Ian' confidenc . .L\.nd o, whethe1· 
as a coloni t i11 ..,. el\- H,,,,etler1 i11 the e,·e11teenth centur or a 

pioneer in the fore t or on t,he l)rairie of the \\Te t in the 
11ineteeuth centtir)r, he 11e,,,er had the c1ifficult)T 1vhich many 

have experi ncecl in })re er\"ing l)acitic relation ""~ith the 
nati ,,,e . 

lVIost of the X or,, egian ,, ho ettlecl in .t\.llamakee ountj'" 
came from Dane ount)T, ,\rj con in; bt1t I believe ome 

1 111 the Clermont settlement there ,vas a log-cabin store at Clermont . 
.e This pioneer is sLill living.- ee 1~anner's article. 

• 
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came a little later from ,,-rinne hiek 1ount where a ettle

ment had been formed in June, 1 50. 'e,eral h o\-Ve\· r , 

came £1·om T orway by way 0£ N" ew Orlean and the i\Ii i -
sippi a did Gilbert . Ly e in 1 51. 

In 1 56 the1·e were in the whole co11nt1· :fi,·e hundred and 

:fi,e or,vegian · one hundred and eighty-one of the e had 

ettled in Paint 1reek ( then \\7" ater v-ill ) to'1·n hip, th 

re t being l ocated mo tly in the neighl)oring to,v·n of 

enter La Fayette, T a1·lor J effer on and l\iakee. In tl1 
meantime a new tttlement had be n e tabli h d in the 

nort h we tern l)art of the county in IIanover ancl ,\rat :)rloo 

which oon extendecl i11to \\-rinne hiek ount)T· But the 

earlie t ... orwegian ettl 111ent in ,, ... i11ne hie]( wa formed 

on ,\Ta hington Prairie in June 18.SC> 1 "'rhen a number of 

families mo,red in fron1 Racine and Dane cot1ntie ,,Ti con-

in. Ea t ern ,\rinne hielc Count recei,ed in the following· 

}·ear a large 1: ... orwegian J)OI)ulat ion. In a few )Tear the east

ern nort hea tern and central part 0£ the co11nty g·re,v· to be 

the chief N 01·wegian commt111it)" in that ection 0£ the 1tate, 

and it ha ever ince held a ver.,T })rominent l)lace among 
.L..,. or,vegiau settlements in I owa. Through the location 0£ 
Luther ollege2 in 1 G2 it 1Jecame an e(lucatioual center for 
a large 1)a1't 0£ the K 01·,vegian no1thwe t. 

Tho. e ,,Tho came in June, 1 50, and ettled on \\""a hing-

1 Vlhite people first settled in the county in 1848. The county was organized 
in 1850, and the first term of court convened on October 6, 1851. 

2 The chief edncational institution of the Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran 
synod. The Nor,vegian Lutherans 1n Awerica are divided iuto se,e1 al branches, 
of which the lTnited Torwegian Lutheran Church of America and the Norwegian 
E ~angelical Lutheran ynocl of .. A.merica are in order the largest. 
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t,)11 I)rairi ,,T ~r->: ]~rik ~\.11(ler, c)U ( l\tltli), 1 the l ruthers Ole 
a11tl ['faal.l rl"<>1,te11 011 Ilat1g~11 le ,t1llitk,011 ,J ,T11e. () . 

... \. I-'0111 •11 I, 11t1t .1.\. I~i1kka ... \.11cler, Ilat1g , ,J 01111 .J. ~t1ale. 
II. IInl,·cJr u ;ro,· a11tl l\Iil~lz 1 ()111li. 1'11e,e c11111 .. fr,1111 

I~aci11.) a11cl l)a11e ·ot111tie , ,\~i~c,111 i11. 111 tl1e f(>llo,,Ti11g 

111 11th 'l''<,11 ·f i111011 11. I ... 11t1(l 1)clal1l ,Jac<lb . \lJrahilm-...011 2 

I ,Ter I>. (Jt1al . ancl th t,vo lJrotl1er", X elso11 ,T ol111 ... l)113 a11cl 

(ij )r1u1111cl J<)l111,011 IZ"aa~a ettl cl i11 '1>ri11gfi lcl a11cl Dec rnh 
t,>,, 11...,l1i 1) . '1'11 "e .. ettler'"' ,,r "'l' ·hiefl.,- fron1 \ To . 'Te le-
111,1rl~ )11 • ..._'c>o·n, i.lt1 l ,T altler ........ or,, a,·. a11 l m t of th 111 haLl 

• 

n1igrntecl i11 1 \ -1- • - 4 9. 4 

I?rou1 t]1e to,, 11. of 1..
1 1)ri11gtielcl l)eco ral1. a11ll G le11 ,,·oocl 

th ·ttl m 11t ... OC)Il ... 1)reacl into tl1c n ... ighbori11g to,,·n -

1101il1 i11to ( 1a11<Je, Ile.._ 1) r, a11tl IIighln.11cl ,,Th re it t1nitecl 

,, itl1 tl1e . ettleu1e11t j 11 11<.)rth,, ter11 ... \.lln.111n.kee --.ot111ty-, a11cl 
~ 

Ol1th throt1gh tl1e tc>,,·u~ of ,al111ar a11cl l\iilitar~- 1111iti11g· 

,rith tl1 et.tl 1)1 'llt i11 1101th C Utl'i.ll F,1) tte l, llllt~.,. (l)o,rer 
to,, 11~hi1)) . 'fhi q la. t ettle111e11t exte11cl tl1ro11gl1 Plea""a11t 

, ... alle ot1tl1,, nr<.1 i11to 11,11 to11 1ot1ut . 'l'oo·eth r the ·e 
.. " .._ 0 

~ettl<•111 11ts form 011e co1111 cti11g li11J~ from the a ter11 l art 

01 1la to11 ouut.\, ,re ·t thro11gh Faj· tte uucl 11orth throt1gh 

1 Erik i\ nderson. \Vho 1 st ill 11\ 1ng in l)ccorah, had con1e frou1 lTor,vay in 
18:Jf>, lca1 nccl the pri11te1 's t1 ndc in hicago, a111l "ru the one "·ho set the t;rpe for 
the first ... or"cginu pnpe1 in J\u1e11ca, 2'.1'orcllyset, (1~he .. 01theru Light) pub
l1she<l in-st in .1.'01,Yny, l{ac111e Conuty, la.te1 in llacine, 1 47- 18.31. 

2 1~he father of !Ion . ..t\ braha1n ,Jnkobson. 

s The father of 1\[art111 ~- .Johnson, weruber of Congre · from N"orth Dakota . 
... Telson J ohnson ,, as one of the folulllers of the l\Iuskego ·ettlement 1n W isconR1n 
111 1830. Ile later entered the l\fethocli t winistrv ancl "nc:; for t"o years, 1855-
fJ7, pastor of the ..1..ro1,veginn 1. E Church in C'n111briclge1 ,,.,.isconsin. Wi th the 
except 1011 of these t,, o yea1-s he l 1, cd in ,,r1nne hiek County until his death in 
1882 

'LeLters from Ilon. 1\ b1·aha111 Jakobson, to ,Yho1u I a1u chiefly i11debled for 
facts on the earl) settlement of " Tinneshiek County. 

• 
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,,Tin11 hiek to 1101ther11 ..{\.llamake · . 111 Allamake it . 

tencl a £ar a IIa1·1Jer, Ferry and Lan ing. 1 Th l t1lk of 

the })OJ)ulation. hol,e,·er r . icles i11 "\\riune hi k C'ount)r. 

The princi11nl :X or"·egi,1n to,,·11 hi1) are at J)r , nt C~le11-

'1,oocl, Decorah, 1...
1

1)ri11gfielc1, IIighlan<.1 and l\Iadi 011. Abot1t 

half of the 1)opt1latio11 of the cot1nty i of X or,,egiau bi1ih 
or cle cent. 

l\Iitchell 1ount.)T ,Ya. fir t ettlecl by E. 01 on to,~ern in 

1 .j 1 near the })l'e..,e11t . ite of ,t. 1.1.n gar. I t -rra ', there

fore the ixth cot111tJr i11 the order of ettlement. Tl1e real 
f 011ncler of the exten,~i ,e colony ,,t hich ,va oon e tabli hed 

at thi I oint ,va. ho\\·e,-er Re, ... C'. L. C1la11 en2 " rho with 

twent\'" £amili be icle. a n111n ber of l1nma1·1·iecl men came • 

from 
I e,. 

R0ck Count)"'" "\\"'"i co11 in in the l)ring· 0£ 1 3~ . 3 

lau en nTa , with I e,-. .Li.. C. Preu 4 ancl Rev. I-I. . 

Rtu b 6 the founcler of the fu· t organization of 1 Torn egian 

1 Tl1e intennediate strip of territory iuclncli11g northern Clayton Cotm ty and 
the norLhern tier of t o,yu~hips 1n .i\ llnmakee ha:s only scattered Xorwegian ~et
tlers. 

2 
IleY. Claw en n'as a l)aue by bil th but he is 1dentifie<l exclusively ~·1th N'or

wegian-,\1nerican ht8tory. Ile " 'as born in F yen, D enwark, in 1820, came to 
Xo1,vay 1n 18-!1 , and emigrated to 1\mcr1 cn. in 18-J3. 

8 See Biogl'aphy of R e,· C'lansen in Xelson's llistory of 8candinavla1is, \ To l. I1 
pp. 3 7-301. 1'bere is also a sketch ,vith portrait of ll ev. Clausen in ..t\ndcrson's 
First Cha pf et of l>lorwegirtn Irnni igration, pp. 417~120. ~eloon g1, es the follow
ing interesting account of the coining of these settlers·-·' Clausen had visitecl 
I o,Ya in 18-31, and the next year iu the spring, he antl about t,venty families, be
sides several nnmarri eel men left Rock Cotu1ty, "\1l isco11si n In order to aYoicl 
confL1-;ion in marching 8ucll a large number 111 one body the crowd. ,Yas divided 
iuto t,yo "ections, Clauseu hituse]f and faruily, being the only persons ,Yho r ode 
in a ca111age~ le<l in aclv~nce. rl' he caravan consisted of nuwerotts ch i ldren ancl 
women in ,vagon.;;, u1en on foot, ancl Lwo or th1 ee hundred cattle-all obej iu~ the 
connnaucl of the leader. ~lost, of th e~e itumigranl" settled at :,;;t 1-\nsga1, l\I1tch
ell County " 

4 ~'rolll .Agder, Xo1" ay-cru.ne to ~\1uel'ica in 1800. 
6 Frolll trilclancl, Xo1 ,vay-cn.rue to .i\nlerica 1n 1848. 

• 



Lu 11 ra11 i11 .... \111erien u I ocl, Prairie, \\?"i con~iu. J a1111-

UJ'}T 4 1 51. 1 Thi · orga11izatio11 cle,·elo11ecl i11to the X ()l'

L11th rau -.. , 11ocl of J.\.111ericn in E,1 '"'t I~oshkono11g· . '-' 

1hurch Da11 'ouut\T ,, .. i con in }"'el rt1ar,· 3. 1 ,>:3. 2 
• • 

In J t1ne 1 l t5 :3 (1ut1 l)ran(l ()1 <>n )Iellt1n1 a11cl ,,ife. ancl 

three other. , ,,re11t ''" "t fro111 l ·t. \.n. gar, going a far a 
the ~hell I <1ck Bi,· r. "·here the, ec11recl one ht111clrecl antl 

• 

ixt)" acre-., of lancl, embraci11g a })art of the })l' ..,ent ite of 
X orth ,,.. <>cl. 3 They· ,,. re the fir~t ,,·hite ... ettler-- in ,:\ orth 

• 
1ount) . -1 111 the ,,])ri11g· of 1 .1-:l: came Simo11 Rt1 ta<.1. 'hri -

tiau 1\.mruaucl-..on le Lee, and .ll. lag (}t11lick~o11. 4 .L\.1uong 

the earl)· ""·ettler _ ,,·ere • ""el· an<.l ('arri IIa11ge11 who came 
fro1n Rock 1ou11t\", ,,ri conf--in. 6 ~ "i11ce 1 ."5G ,, ... 01th 011utv-

• • 

has recei ,·eel a con. icleral)le acce . ..;io11 of .... orrregia11 ettlers : 

to-clay it ha the fot1rth large t J. Tor\, egiau 1)01)11lation amo11g 
the co1111tie. 0£ the ~tat . 
''' i1111e l)ago C01111t).... the 11ext cot111t.. to the ,,e _ t ,ra ~ 

fir t settlecl i11 l e .33, bt1t recei\~e<.l 110 im1)ortant acce ious 
11util 1 H.5. At 1)re ent, h ,,·e,·er, it ha next to ,1 ... inne hiek 

,ount}", the mo ·t exten. i ,·e T Ol'TI1egia11 1101)11lation in the 
.._'tate. 6 The ,,.er_}~ i1n1)ortant ettle1nent-- in ~tor)" ancl -- ur-

1 ee Kott Ucldta{I af Den notske 'ynocles llistotie. by R e,. ,Jacob ... .\.al Otte~on, 
Decorah. 1893, p. 12. 

2 In 1851-53 Rev. lauscn " 'as it Pre iclent 01· 1
•, uperintenclent ,. 

8 1'I rs )lelluu1 is sLil l living. Ole ~Iellum. son of Gudlnand ~lellum. ,vas the 
first,, h1te child bor11 iu "\Vorth County . • 

4 Letter from ~Ir Gilbe1t .i.:. II0.ugen1 from No1th,vood, Io,--va. 
6 They immigrated froiu I-Iallingdal, ... or,va.y, in 184G, settling in Rock County, 

"\"\'isconsiu. They ,,·ere the p~reut of 11011 Gilbert ..1. ,., llan!!en , l\Ie1uber of 
Congress. 

6 l\Iany of the early settlers in ,vorth and ,,rinnebago countie cawe from IIal
li ngdal. This pro, 111ce bn conLributed some of the most honored name to .,.01-

,vcgian-Ame1ica11 II i tory-as Gilbert 1
• Haugen, ~!ember of Congre s from 
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rot1ncling countie date back to 1 j,3 and the ~ear follo,y·. 

ing ; while Florence to,,Tn hi1) Bento11 1ount3.. ,va fir ·t et

tled b}r ... T or~·egian in 1 ,5-1-.3 7. The e ettlement there

f ore are not within the l)eriod co\·ered by thi l)rief ketch. 

The ettlement n"e ha,·e di c11 tl oon d e·i;;elo1)ed into 

J)l'O l)erou commt1nitie . I u 1 3 6 their total J)Ol)ulation 

wa 2 ,)29 · ancl in the meant ime new ettlement '1'ere gron"

ing up arot1nd the1n a11cl the line 0£ ettlement in central 

I o,,a hacl been tabli hed. 

,, ... e ha, .. e in the e J)age t racecl the beginni11g of S orwe

gian colonization in I o,va from 1 -10 to 1 '3 3. In the later 

fiftie ancl the ixtie"' m o t of the co11ntie to the ,re t were 

ettlecl by .i. ... orwegian , the n·e tern J)a1i of the ~ 'tate being 

ettletl a late e,~en a the eight ie . rrhe })eriod of h ea, .. ie~ t 

i1nmigrat ion in to I owa ,y·a , h owe'r'er clo Ll l ong l e£ore 

that date.1 ~ ince the earl ninetie T orway ha cont rib11ted 

com1)arati,ely littl e to the l)O})t1lation of I onra. The ,re t

"Ward co11r e 0£ migration ha. carried the .r.,.. or,, .. egian immi

g ration b eyond the border of t he 1...
1 tate of I on~a · a ne,v- gen

eration ha J)l'l1ng 111) to enjo) ... the fruit of the lal)or of 
I o,,a' turc1 y I io11eer . 

T11E TATE l T x 1, ·ER~I'l' Y oF Io,,· .t 
I u,,· .i. C'r1 Y 

I o"a, G. L. Gilbertson, of F orest City, Io"·a,. tate Treasurer of I owa., ancl Prof . 
La1.u·itz ·. " 'enson. of AlberL Lea, l\I1nn. , ~l ini~ter to Deumark. 

1 1'11e ' tate censu~ f or 180-3 sbo,ys a larger population of forei gn born Xor~Yc
g ians than fo1 the precec.hng or the follo,·ving census, but the increase is sligh t 
s ince 1885. The fi~nres are 24,107 for 1885. " ·hile f or 1895 they reach 2i.-128 
But nccord1ng to the l'"ni ted ~tates ccn nc; in 1000 they are Oll ly 25,G34. 


