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Am rican hi to1·ical . o i ti lik oth 11· 1u 1·ican in titu-

tion illu trat th advantage. and di advantage of dee n­

tralization. Th y a1~ a di\ 1· in ai111 a11d 01·ganila tion a 

th localitie wh r the worl- r th p riod wh n they 

originated. Thi diver. ity i ncouraging for it prov tha 

the i11t 1·e. t in hi tor)-r and th 1 i1· to oll t hi to1·i al 

material a1·e not r t1·ict cl to a f ,,T co1n111u11iti ~ no1· d -
})end n t u l)On t,,r or th1·e g·rou 1 of incli, id ual . 1 h 

con e,1uence mu t be a b1·oad 1· int 1·p1·etation of 11.m ~1·ican 

hi tory. tud nt naturalljT inc1uir ~rith filial ca1·e i11to th 

origin of th ir 'tate or ction and ut of a fri ndly trife 

of the e rival intere t c m . • a more catholic curio ity. To 

thi i to be at ributed in part at lea t, the great r atten­

tion which for ome y ar ha be n giY~n to th growth of 

the \Ve t. }Ii 'tory lik the c nt r of p pulation, ha 

cro ed the Allegheni ·. The pac gi\1 n i11 manual to 
· the colonial period of the original, 'tate ha been horten d 

in order to give more pace to the colonial period of the 

tate of the Cent1·al "\V "'t and the "\\T t. In th c1·eation of 
this broader inte1)est the ,,re te1·n hi •to1·ical societi s ha v 

had an im1Jo1iant hare. But dee nt1'alization al o ha cli -

advantage , es1)ecially if it m an i olatecl ffo1i. The uc-
1 

A paper read at the T,ventieth Annual 11eeting of the American IIistor1cal 
Association, December 20, 1904 A four page SJ no1)sis of this pa1)er appears ir1 th

e Bulletin of I n,for,nation No. 24 of the 'tate 1-Iistorical ociet,)~ of ,visco11sin. 
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ce e 0£ modern hi to1·ical inve tigation have been g1·eate t 

where the chola1•N 0£ a count1·y ha\.,.e wo1·ked either upon a 

large common plan or unde1· the timulu of the sugge tion 

and critici m 0£ then· a ociateN. uch a community of 

wo1·k is nece ary to g1·oup like hi to1·ical ocietie a ,veil 

a to individual chola1· . The en e 0£ what othe1· a1·e 

accomplishing quicken the laggard and directs the bewil­

de1·ed. The lack 0£ an effectively organized influence of 

thi kind pa1iia]ly account £or the unevenne in the work 

0£ different ocietie . H ow much might be done by fuller 

coope1·ation i sl1ggested by the impo1iant influence now 

exe1·ted by example alone. Everywhere the achievement 

0£ ocietie like the "\Viscon in the l\t!a achu etts, and the 

Penn ylvania are held up a p1·00£ 0£ what ha or hould 

be accompli hed. 
Histo1·ical societies are, b1'oadly peaking, of two ty1)es, 

illu trated by the J\Ia achu ett and the Wisconsin. The 

~Iassachusetts bea1·s the name 0£ a g1·eat Commonwealth, 

bl1t it i not a tate organization nor doe it receive a sub­

sidy £ro1n the State. It resident member~hip is 1·est1·ictecl 

-originally thi1·ty, novv one hundred. lVIember hip is e,·i• 

dence 0£ ocial prominence 01· 0£ special achievement in 

hi to1·ical investigation. The ociety i a cha1·acte1·i tic 

p1·oduct 0£ a period and 0£ a State in which higher educa­

tion and simila1· scientific activitie were, and are till, left 
mainly to private initiative and genero ity. 0£ the same 
type a1·e the N e,v York and the Penn y 1 vania societies and, 

with some reservations, nearly all the ea teI·n 01·ganization · 

The \Visconsin Historical Society on the other hand, is a 

State in titution, palatially hou ed and generou ly uppo1·ted 

• 
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hJ th' , tate. It· 111 mb r hip i unr rict d aYe by th 

11a .... 111 nt of a mall f . Lik th o·rt1at .._ 'tate uni,1 rl.Ji ie 

0£ the "'\\ e t it i an ~xa1n1)l of th ,,1i r-, utilizatio11 of th 
})ll }Jlic ,,, al tl1 to })I' mot h in tell :lctt1al i11t 1· t of tl1 

co,nmu11it)7
• Bt1t h cont1·a t houlcl not b 11· t 1 cl tc>u 

far. 'fhe ,~yi:co11 in o ·i ., i not a tflt i11 it11 ion i11 tl1 

en of b ino· cli.r ctl .. ~ t111cl 1· official i tat 111nr1ag 111 11t. 
Tho e who ha'i dir t d it affair~ hav guard d again t 

e, en th ll ~J)icion l1at })Oliti hot1ld \T :)1• co11tr<Jl it. 1 t 
L ra~her a group of individual organiz d a a corporation 

to "Thich the tate ha nt1·u tecl h acln1iui 1·atio11 of i111 • 

J)01·ta11t int 1·e t . In 01·d 1· that th tate' i11ter t 111,t)' 

b pr r\T d the three l acling tat ofti ·ial (Go, rnor 

ecreta1·y of 'tate and 'ta 'l.,1· .la t11· 1·) a1· x-officio 1n 111-

bers of it xecuth comn1ittee of forty-two p r on . • 'oci -

tie~ of tl1e ~ame t) l a\ .. O\\'· dly })att rn d aft 1· it, xi t in 

lVIinne. ota Ir an. a Io"1a elJ1·a ka and in \1 :>J•al othe1· 
we.._te1·11 ctate . 

~ minor peculiarity which may be not cl in pa ing i 

that local oci ti in Tew England ar gen rally town 

organization , "rhe1· a · outh ancl \'.(le t of th IIud 011 l{iv 1· 

they re1)re ent a county 01· cli t1·ict "T hich ha a ·omrnon 
traditi()ll, lil{ the ,,r yoming "'\Talley, 01' th \\7 te1·n n ......... 1·ve. 

In ea tern ia . achu ett there are ahno t as many historical 

societie as the1· a1'e town . r arly one hund1·ed "Te1·e i11 

active eAistence in 1 93, and several hav been organizecl 

since that tim . Out ide :r w England, ocieties trictly 

local are either in larg citie or hav a pecial hi torical 
1·eason, like the Ge1manto,vn 'ite and Relic iociety, 01· the 
Vincennes Hi torical and Antiquarian 'ociety. 

• 
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The numbe1" 0£ hi to1"ical ocietie in the United State is 

between fou1· and five hundred. 0£ the e a little over three 

hund1·ed we1l li ted in the bibliogilaphy printed in the repo11i 

0£ the Am rican Hi torical A ociation £or 1 95. The forth­

coming Hctndbook of Lectrnecl ooieties, publi hed by the 

Carnegie In titution, will contain mo1·e than a hundred othe1" . 

tati tic 0£ numbers do not reveal the trength or weakne 

of the movement. ocietie may live in name only. Eve1·y 

year some cea e to exi .. t and othe1" are 01·ganized. Be ides 

the tate or local societies there are everal national or 

regional organization - ome with a general aim like the 

American Antiquarian ociety 01"' the ~ outhern Hi to1·y 

A sociation · others devoted to the history of a Chu1lch 
( £or example, the American Bapti t, the ..._Tew England 

Methodi t, the ew England Catholic, and the Uni,er· al­
ist); and still other like the Holland and the Hugl1enot 

societie , the German-American 0£ Philadelphia 01" of Illi­
noi , the Penn ylvania-German, or the Iri h-Amer"'ican 

which tudy the part then" race has had in the develo1)ment 
of the United States, and which in much of their"' work are 

akin to genealogical societie . The1·e are eve1·al nationrtl 
organization -The ociety of the Cincinnati, of the Colo­
nial ,Var , of the Colonial Dames, of the ons and of the 
Daughter"'s of the Ame1·ican Revolution-which unite the 
descendants of colonial or 1levolutionary pe1· onage in })re­

serving the memo1"'y of what their ance tor have acco1n· 
plished and in cultivating a like patriotic pi1,,it among 
themselve . They imply, even when they do not directly 
p1"'omote, much genealogical inve tigation. There a1"'e also 

purely genealogical societie , of which the mo t notable i 
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th w Eno-land Hi t ric n alogical • 'oci ty. Ind d, 
organiz d re arch in gen al gv i 1npha iz d by many 

ocietie not found d primarily f r thi. p cific purpo . 

The r a on i appar nt. Th g nealog_ of individual i a 
form of hi tOI')' n·hich a1)11 al, to man)7 \,rho ar not inte1·-
e ted in th genealog}7 £ tat 1· of in. ti utio11 . 

Of the 'tat oci ti v ral, n tably tho of outh 
Dakota and 1\..rkan a ha\· b u found d nrithi11 th la t 

few y ar . An att mp i 1 in mad to r organiz the 
wo1·k in th i._" tat of ,,.,. a hin 0 11. rrh ld l' _, ta te I Ii · 
torical 'oci ty ha be n unabl t accompli h 111uch for 
yea1· and anoth 1· ha. been 01· ~anized "rith the ~ 'tat ni­

ve1· i )7 
at "eattl a it h adq ua1·t 1·"' . Th n.lifo1·11ia 

"ociety ,,·hich })I'acticall}· ea d t xi t in 1 9f> ha. al o 

been re\·h· d. Th :\Ii uri IIi tori al • · o i ty at t. 

Loui , b ing far r m v d fr m th tate lTniver ity at 
Columbia, and having bee m in larg mea ure localized 
there ha b en tabli hed at th latt r plac th , 'tate I-Ii · 
torical ociety of l\Ii ouri which will b d vot d larg ly 
to the collection of a library t b h u · d in the univer ity 
library building. Perhap h mo t int r ting 1no,; ement 
of late ha been the di v.,i ion of th wo1·k in 1\.labama and 
].\li , i ippi between a t-;tate D partment of rchiv and 

History and th tat Hi torical .._' ociet . .. 'om thing of 
the same kind i about to be attempted in T nn ee. 

The 1)1·ogramme of the ~ '1 tate and local hi to1·ical soci ties 
are varied, but the work for which they provide may be 
analyzed a follow : the a 'Ociation of tho e actively en­
gaged in hi torical in,re tigation 01· "'ho wi h to xe1·t an 
influence toward the promotion of hi torical studie ; meet-

• 
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ings of membe1·s to 11ead paper or to li ten to addre e ; 

the collection 0£ manu cript , books, and hi torical relic , 

maintaining the e collection as public libraries and mu e­

um ; marking hi toric ite ; publication 0£ pape1, 01,, of 

document of hi toric intere t; 1 .. eprinting rare pamphlet 

and books; and the suppo1·t 0£ public lectures. How many 

of these £unction a society hall perf 01"m depend often a 

much upon ci1·cum tance a upon the preference of it man­

age1· . A society may excel a a collecto1· of book in 

a pecial :field. For example, the Minnesota Hi to1 .. ical 

ociety aims to po es 1 a I"elatively complete collection of 

works on genealogy and town hi tory-:field in which 

several 0£ the other society libra1·ie a1·e al o strong. The 

Penn ylvania Hi torical Society i rich in the local historie 

of England, Scotland, and vV ale , a well a of the United 

States. The Wisconsin Society is also well equipped in 

the 01rrces of Briti h history. The Connecticut I1isto1 .. ical 

Society has 1300 wo1·k on New England local hi tor)7 

alone. The societies of ICan a and of J.\,lissouri empha ize 

the collection of complete file of all local new paper ; 

every editor or publisher who contribute his newspaper i 
a member of the society. This aim is J)artly the con­

sequence of the fact that both societies were founded 

through the effo11js of State p1"e s associations. Many socie­

ties serve as convenient 1"epositories for family document 

or letters of pe1·manent inte1·est. This ft1nction i pa1tict1-

larly useful in a count1"y where few families retain their 

public impo11tance more than two 01 .. th1·ee gene1 .. ation , o 

that for lack of family archive uch paper may be cli · 
per ed 01· lo t. One has only to glance ove1· the li t of the 
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ma11u c1·i1)t 0£ }) cial \-alu })I' I'\1 d i11 th a1·chiv of 

ocietie like th onn cticut or the P nn } l 't;ania to 1· aliz 

the n~efuln of uch a functi 11. In th ri 0£ the 

P •nn y h ·ania ~, ociety ar li t cl th P nn Pap r 150 

,·ol . ). 
1

ill})P n Pa1) 1· 100 , ol . D1· 1· oll tion 100 

vol . Franklin Pap r 2~ v 1 . Buchanan Paper , 50 

Yol ., ' tc. tc. In th \\~i. con in • 'oci ty i th now 

fa1nou coll ction of th Dra1)e1· l\i '~ '. in ,vh 400 . tout 
folio volum a1· })ap 1· of th la1·k B0011 ~ u1nt 1· 

Bracl;r, Patt 1· on L ~ri P1· ton and oth 1· fa1nili ) of 

borcl 1· 1· IlOT\'11. Th m t ,·alual)l pulJlication of \T 1·al 

ocieti a1·e often dition of I ap 1· ,,rhi h ha\T co111e i11to 

th i1· po e ion by pt11·cha 01· bec1 u t. R c 11 t ill u t1·a­

tion are th volum of renu·al I-Ieath ' L etters publi h d 

bjr the l\Ia · achu ett Ili to1·ical oci t} and a oil ctio11 of 

journal 1 tte1· and mu t r 1·011 1· lating t th Dunmo1·e 

"ar ( I 77 4) now in cour of I ublication by th \Vi con in 
, ociety, which will be of gr at valu to per on tracing 

thei1· genealog·i to th pe1i d of ou1· colonial ,,1ar in the 
,Vet. 

The work of a ociety, tate or local, d pend e pecially 

upon the characte1· of other ag nci which pa1iially occupy 

the same field. Thi i particula1·ly t1·ue of th maintenance 

of lib1·arie and of the p1·e 1·vation and publication of local 

01· tate reco1·d or paper . A oci ty' wo1·k may be com­

prehen iv if, a in v\Ti con in, it i not merely an histo1·ical 

society, but the manager of the miscellaneous tate library. 

Until 1875 a general tate lib1·ary had been maintain d at 

l\iadison. The judges 0£ the uprem Court, who managed 

the tate lib1·ary wi hed, however, to centre its collection 

• 
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on law books; the legi lature at their reque t, tran £erred 

to the larger library of the Hi torical ociety all the 
mi cellaneou work of reference, o that thenceforth the 

ociety' librar became the mi cellaneous library of the 
tate. Until 1 90. when it mo~ecl into it own new build­

ing, a mile away from the tate Hou e, the ociety' library 
wa maintained a a general I 1eference libraI·y, tronge t 
however in hi tory, economic and political cience. Ad­

mitting the tate Univer ity library to its building a plan 
of differentiation of collection wa arranged between them, 

the ociety' libra1·y-of cou1" e much the la1·ger of the 
two-thereafte1· restricting it elf to Ame1icana, the B1~iti h 
Empire geography and t1·avel genealogy and a few other· 
lines; and the univernity lib1·a1·y taking l1pon it elf the 
other field . While differently adn1ini tered the two lib1·a­
rie are now managed acco1·ding to a common plan, and 

upply p1·actically a common con tituency-sa~e that the 
society library ha also in view the duty of a istance to the 
legi lature and tate officials, and the carI·ying out of an 
inter-libra1~y loan ystem th1·oughout the Commonwealth: 
while its superintendent i ex o._ffecio a member 0£ the tate 

free library commi ion. 
In Iowa the 1·emoval of the ~tate capital fi~om Io~Ta City 

to Des Moine the year the Historical ociety wa createcl 
made uch complete cooperation impossible, but it was 
intended that the society hould be in a sense '' under the 
at1spices of the State Unive1·sity.'' ince 1901 a fro:rn 
1 57 to 1 68, its collections have been pre e1·ved in one of 
the univer ity hall . The g1·owth of the collections 0£ the 
State library at De J\1oine led to the creation in 1 2 of a 
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tat IIi to1·ical D partm nt ,vhich lo much of th ,,·01·k 
orcli11a1·il) left t an hi to1·ical oci t)·· I11 ..t\labama and 

i\fi ~i i1)1)i ,,;rhat in I(JWa ha l)e 11 th 1· l1lt of i1·cum-

anc i ha 1 e n d te1·min cl llJ) 11 af 1· n ca1· ft1l con icler­
atio11 of the })I' bl m. Th ~laba111a IIi torical . · oci t)r ,,ra 
1·eorganized in 1 9 . n f it fi1· t tl · · .. ,,ra th c1·e­

atio11 of a11 offi ·ial IIi tory 01n111i r-.-- it111 ·ha1· Y tl ,1 itl1 a 

reJ)OI' U})Oll 11 ou1·c ancl 1nat rial >f \Ja} ar11a l1i to1·).,.· 
TJ1e 1· })Ort of the com1ni .. ion 1 cl to th ~-.; talJli-.:11111 111 of a 

n ,,r tate D 1)a1· Ill 11t of 1\.rchi,· ancl I Ii t r.)r ,,1 itl1 the 
co1111)1·el1 n i ,-e ta 1 of carin for h at a1· hi,1 ·oll ~ ·t-

ing 1nat 'rial ~ upon th hi ~t r. r of th tat publi hing 

ofii •ja} 1· co1·cl ancl oth 1· hi r-.toriec'll 111at 1·ial ancl tht, 11 ')ot11·­

agen1e11t 0£ hi to1·ical ,,r 1·k. 1h onl}r J)a1·t of the r co111-

menclation of th c m111i..., . i<)n not aclOJ)t cl t1r d an a1111t1i1l 

a1)JJro1,riation of t • 1 to nabl h lii tori ·al i oci ~ty to 

continue the publication of it Tran ·actio11.·. 'rh xi~ting 

collection of the ociety w r according t th ao-reement, 

gi,7 
.l11 to the ... 'tat and th o ·i t .,. 1·e1nai11ecl chiefl \' a a 

~ ., 
mea11 of affiliating tho inte1·e. tecl in hi to1·ical tuclie . In 
fis i ippi a imilar departm nt wa er at d two J ar~ ago 

but better provi ion wa mad for th coordinate activity of 

the IIi torical 'ociety with h 0 adquart r at th .'tate ni­

\1er ity. Iler ,,rere to cente1· 1· • ea1·ch , the 1· t1lt of 

which the oci ty wa to publi h. The k'tate agreed to 
grant an annual ub idy of ~)I 000 to a i t the \\rork of 

})ublication. A in labama th oci ty tt11·ned 0\7 1· to the 
tate its collection and left to the Directo1· of ..ti.rchi \ and 

Hi&tory the duty of editing public record for publication. 

In a sense the ociety wa to control the policy of the 
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Department, for the executive committee wa to be the fir t 

Boa1·d of Tru tee , with the power of filling vacancie . Such 

a plan eem a wi e utilization of force e pecially whe1·e 

the univer ity i not located in the capital of the State. 

In Michigan and Illinoi till another arrangement exi t . 

The hi torical ociety i actually or virtually a }Jart of the 

State library. But in neither i the1·e much cooper·ation 

with the univer ity. 
Several of the older tate which do not sub idize, 01· do 

not have a di tinctively tate hi torical ociety, have long 

been engaged, through the official of the State librarie or 

through edito1· e pecially appointed, in collecting and edit­

ing their colonial or ~tate reco1·d. New York according 

to her State Hi torian, ha , since 1 5 been expending 

annually about $50, 000 fo1· thi pu1·po e. Occa ionally 
where there is a State hi to1·ical society it has become the 
agent of the "tate in uch work. New Hamp hire adoptecl 

thi method at first but sub equently appointed an Editor 
of State Papers. The ew J er ey Histo1~ical Society is till 

engaged in publishing the State archi,es for which the 

State app1"op1·iates $3 500 a year. Here the deci ion to 
undertake publication was the result of an agitation begun 
by the society many years before the legi latur·e was pe1·­
suaded to take favorable action. Maryland, in 1 2 made 
the hi torical society custodian and publi her of her· archive 

prior· to 177 6, and appropriates $3,000 a yea1· towar"'d the 
expen es of the work. The Iowa State Histo1"ical ociety 
has in course of publication the Tlie .Ll£essctges ct1icl P11ocllt· 
mcttions of tlie Gove1>no1) · of .Iowct. Even whe1"'e a ociety 
is not so employed it may exert an effective influence in 
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111·omoting th diI· ct J)U blication b}, h Stat 0£ uch 1· c-
ord . In Penn )'l,·ania it ,,ra hr uo·h th ffo1·t. of th 

Arn rjcan Philo 011hical ~ oci t} a11d t.}1 P 11n l, ania I-Ii -

to1·ical 
1 

ociet)- that th 1 gi latu1· in 1 3 7 c.li1· cted th J)U l)­

li<'.atio11 £ th J.1firzi,te. o.f' the F,·ovincir,1 ('ol111ril, tl1 fi1· t 

of ~ ,1e1·al imp 1iant 1·i f ta J)ll blication . Th<:} 
l\Ia achu, ett IIi torical 'oci ty i er <lit d with def nding 

th O eclito1· of th P1·ol i11 ce Lr, 11, ir1 th hro11ic ,,·arfare 
,,Tage l a()'ain t thei1· })U blicatio11. 

rr 11 fact that a I. ,tat uncl 1·tak th J)lll)licatio11 of it 

o"·n 1· co1·cl do 11ot c1·0" d the local oci ty out of a t1. fl1l 
occ,11 ation. .A ali· adj ... i11timat d ~ om 0£ he t1·011ge t 

ocieti find ufficient occu1)ation in J)t1bli hi11g the 11ap 1· 

"hich haY come into th ir po . ion. Th y al o r piin 

rare l)<)Ok and pa1n1)hl t . 1\ian)" 1·e. t1·ict th i1· ,v·o1·k to 

e~ ay or acld1·e. e 1· ad at th ir m ti11g ancl to occa ional 
docu1nent . 

Th .. re i much di ~.r 1· i 3:r al o i11 tl1 f 01·111 0£ J)ll blica tion. 
e,T ral ocieti i u ,,r hat a1· ~ all cl 1011 ction 01· 

''Proceeding , 01' !rr1•an action ' ,,,hicl1 0£te11 a1·e \7i1tu­

al15 non-periodical magazine . The oci tie. of P enn J 1-
,Tania, outh 1a1· lina Ohio I o,, a, 'f xa ancl Oregon, 

maintain pe11.odical ' lvlagazine '' 01· R gi te1· , 01· '' Qua1·­

terlie . ' A few town ocieti s in ].\'la , ·achu ett publi h 

hi torical magazine , but they are mainly cl ,oted to g ne­
alogy. 

Occasionally an hi to1·ical ociety i under· the same man­
agement a the local a. sociatio11 for the advancement of 

• 

science. irany of the ea1·ly hi to1~ical ocietie had an aim 
as comp1·ehen ive a th 01-iginal aim of the {a achusetts 
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Hi to1·ical ociety "Thich p1·ovided for the 'collection of 

ob er,-ration and di cove1·ie in natu1·al hi tory and topogra­

phy, together with I ecimen of natu1·al and artificial curi­

o itie and a election of everything which can improve and 

promote the hi torical knowledge of ou11 count1·y eithe1· in 

a phy ical or political view. ' The \T ermont Hi torical 

ociety included th1·ee depa1iiment -Hi to17, :r atu1·al Hi -
to1· and Ho1iict1ltu1·e. In Minne ota five out of the eleven 

department p1·ovided fo1· in the b -law of 1 79 are cien­

ti:fic rather than hi to1·ical. Colorado embodie the ame 

combination in the name tate Hi torical and Tatural 

Hi tory ociety. everal local organization a1·e imila1~Iy 

comprehen ive, notably the \Vyoming Hi torical and Geo­

logical ociety at ,\Tilke -Bar1·e the Bridgepo1·t cientific 

and Hi torical ociety, and the E ex In titute of Salem, 
~Ia sachusetts. 

The work any ociety can l1nde1'take i ql1ite a often 

dependent upon the ize and tability of it income a upon 

· the other circt1m tances to "rhich reference ha been made. 

If it has no re 0l11·ce ave membe1· hip fees it acti,-ritie 

are necessarily re t1·icted. mall income are ab orbed by 

the ala11y account if the1·e is a lib1·a1·y 01· mu et1m and noth­

ing is left for the pu1·chase of book 01· to pay for 1)11blica­

tion. Even endowed societie tl,re t1nder the nece ity of 

providing for publication expen e out of pecial funds. 

The Ma1·yland Hi to1·ical Society ha reported that the 
falling off in the income of the Peabody Fund ha led to 

delay in the appearance of what a11e termed ''Fund Publica~ 
tions.' Many of the publications of the l\1a achu etts 

Hi to1·ical ociety v\Tere paid £or from a imilar fund. To 
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..,01·tecl to an int 1· 

cli ,1illecl into -.;ha1· 
tin 1 lan 1· a tin a Pt1 })lication Fun cl 

each ~ha1· hold 1· b in 
old 1·i i11all)r at t-'25 uo,,· ~1t t~l , 

ntitled t a ft1ll t £ Funcl l)t1b-
lien io11 . 

rlh larg - t O i ti " ri hot1t ._ 'tate ll})l)Ol't a1· h 1\fa a-

chu e t "" .... ..,. ,,,. r..,. 01·k ancl l llll \ } ,1a11ia. TJ1 ~i1· a111111al .. 
eXJ)encl i t11·e a1· 1·e. }) c i \- 1 , · 1 , ~, 12 ( J n11c1 2 4 -

000. ,. 1·al a ·t 111 o i i ,,-hi h £01· 01·di11a1·. 7 l t11·1 o :):", 

rel, chi fl) U})On 1· c iJ)t. £1· 111 111 u1l 1· hi1) £ 01· i11co1ne 

fron1 be 1ue ·t . , 1· cei\ a mall ul id),. £1·0111 11 ~ tat . In 
l\'.fai11e hi cl })encl UJ)On })t11 licati 11 in • ,,r IIa1111) hire it 
i , · 500 in , .... 1·m nt it i. ,--1 £01· 1 incling, i11 I>l1ocl 

IJand ,'1.fi0 in nnci·u ·1 chiefly for pub-

lication in ..... ,,1 J 1· e} · f> f 1· })t1l li ·a i n f ~ tat 

archi \1e a al1·ead)~ tat cl ancl in fai•)r la11cl ( · ;3 0 ( f 01· the 
ame })t11-po-.i . ,\? e t f th "'\.llegh ni onl)7 ,t f ,,T ~t~1te 

ancl the'"'e ,,rith on 01· t"? xc ption in th 'outh, clo 11ot 
grant libe1·al ub idi t th tat Ili t 1·ical ociet}. 
,vi con in ap1 ropriate the larg t amount "· 18 000 (, ':.? J -

000 cli1·ectl)r) · I ov;:a ( the IIi. to11cal 'oci t}7 ancl th IIi to1·­

ical Depa1·tment) t '1 , 50 1\1:inn ta, ~· 15 000; I{an a and 
Ohio bet"·een even and eight th u and; and bra 1'-a fi \1 • 

rr here a1·e a few in tance of local g1·an t. of \V hich th Ill O t 
liberal i, that of Buffalo, namely, ,'3,000. \Vat rtown, 

)\,!assachusett , pa th town oci ty .,·1, 000 annually to 

a si t in th publication 0£ th to"TTrn 1·eco1·d . t lea t t"TT"O 
boards of county commi sion r in Penn ylYania grant '200 

or '250 to their county 01·ganization und 1· the provi ion 
of a law which permit uch grants to the oldest society in 
each county . 
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One cannot review even in the mo t cu1· ory fashion the 

work of Ame1,ican hi to1,ical ocieties without being im­

pre ed by the number of center of activity and the sub tan­

tial 1,e ult already accompli hed. If there a1,e ocieties that . 

a1,e mo1'ibund, thi i due either to the lack of an income 

sufficient to enable ome one, in the words of Mr. Thwaite , 

to 'devote hi entire time to the wo1·k, becoming pe1, onally 

re pon ible f 0 1, the conduct of the society s affairs, ancl 

impa1iiing to it life and individual character,'' 01, to a lo s of 

consciousne s on the part of it directors of what othe1· 

societie a1,e doing. Pa1ii 0£ the I'emedy lies in greater 

cooperation among societie in the same State and between 

the societies and the historical faculties of the local unive1·­

sities. In a few States, like Iowa, it i arranged that local 

societies are membe1· of the tate society and may each 

send a voting delegate to meetings. The impo1·tance 0£ 
intimate 1,elations between the societies and hi torical facul­

ties is evident from the fact that the large1· faculties with 

their bodies of g1·aduate students are virtually historical 

societies engaged in important researches, the results of 

which appea1· in published these or in series of publication 

like the Columbia tudies in Histo11y, E cononiics, a1id P1.tbl-ic 
La20, the I-Ia1·va1,d Hi toricctl Studies, and the Johns Ho1)· 

kins University Stitclies iri H i. to1·iactl and Political Scierice. 
The relations of these two bodies are especially intimate in 

Wi consin, Iowa, Nebraska, and Mississippi. The member­

ship 0£ several 0£ the older societies, like the Ma sachu etts, 

the Rhode Island, and the Pennsylvania, include members 
0£ the faculties of Harvard, B1'o~vn, and the Univer ity of 
Pennsylvania. It is difficult to e tabli h such 1,elations 

unless the two are conveniently near, each other. 
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I it 110 ibl to inc1·ea th coo1 1·ation bet"' n the 
oci ti a a "hol ? Tho mo t a ·ti'-~ 1 y int 1·e t d in the1n 

are gen 1·ally member eith 1~ f the 1\..m 1~ican Lib1·ar3r .1\. o­

ciation 01· of th .L\..m rican Ili to1·ical \. ociati n. La t 
, Al)ten1 be1· at 1 t . L ui t p ,,, 1· tak 11 t affiliate £01· 

co1nmon ,vo1·k on th hi to1'J7 f th Loui iana I>11 rcha ~ tl1e 
ocie ·ie of ~ "tate and T 1·1·it 1·i one in lud d ,,1ithi11 it 

limit and of n ighbo1·ing ). ,tat . In TI 1·ance h hi to1·ical 

ocietie Tirith the oth 1· ci ntific a ociation , holcl an 
I 

annual congre " rhich i mu h lik h annual m tiug 

of the A.merican IIi torical _._\ · ciati n. 'fh congre~ i 
directed by th co,nitd cit ti·a 1•aux lu. toi·ique. which i 

apj)Ointed by the mini try of l)ll blic i11 tru ltion. If ome 

con1mon di1·ection i n ed d in a highly c ntraliz cl cou11t1·y 
like France, where he int llectual life c nt r in Pari , it i 

much mo1·e nee a1·y her . Th 11 ce ·it)7 i })re ent, the 

materials a1·e at hand, th l ue tion i "\\That hall be don ? 

II1J. 1~1 E. Bo R E 
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