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[ This paper was reacl before the American Historical Association at .,. ew 
Orleans in December, 1903.] 

The subject as igned for thi conference may be vie\\red 

from so many different a pects that no one can treat it fully 

in the time allowed by the program. I hall not attempt 
to say in what way histo1·y hould be taught in primary and 
grammar school . It seem to me that the cour e of tudy 
as outlined for the public chools 0£ ew O1·leans i very 
rational, viz. , oral teaching and to1·ie related by the teacher, 
until the fifth grade, when an elementa1·y text-book on the 
history of the United tates is int1·oduced and taught for 
two years. In the last two year a more complete text­
book is used. Be£ 01·e the tu dent is able to under tand the 
book given him in his fifth chool yea1· the teacher hould 
have 1·elated to him inte1·esting sto1·ie conce1·ning ancient 
and modern history. It is impo sible for the child to unde1·­
stand the di covery and the ex1)lorations of Amer·ica if he 
has not been told something abol1t the count1·ies of Europe 
in the 15th and 16th centu1·ie0. Indeed, 01·al teaching 
should continue e\ren after the text-book has been intro­
duced. l\iany inte1"esting incident suggested by the le son 
0£ the day should be related by the teacher in order not 
only to impart knowledge, but al o to de,1 elop the mental 
£acultie 0£ the child by the association of ideas, by com­
parison. An accurate study of the text should, of cou1· e, 
be req11ired in grammar school high ~chools, and college 
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but the teacher or th p1·0£ 01· hould n , .. 1 .. £ail to UJ)pl .. 

ment the le on b}r a full 1· xplanatio11 £ the ubj ct. For 
college work the pr--ofe 01· ma}r cca. ionally d vote th 
whole recitati n hour to 1 ctu1·ino- r c1ui1·ing the tucl nt to 
take note and to tud th autho1·iti m ntion d. 

There i no doubt that th . })Oken "ro1·d i. fa1· 11101· 

effective than the ,vritt n and it hot1ld lJe 1· 01·ted t 111ore 
and more a. the tudent ad \'"ance in age a11d i11 grade uutil 
he 1·en.che the u1U\'"e1· it . The1· h ho11lcl 1 a1·11 tl1e ou1·c 
of hi. torical kno"'l dge and acc1ui1·e th critical n e ,,,hich 

will make him ad pt or di ca1·d th fact. f111·11i h cl lJy l1is 
document . 1\..t th uni\? r ity h ,,rill be able to begin hi 
special tuclie'" ; h ,,ill d vot him elf t ingle }) 1·iocl in 
the hi tory of a p 01)le 01· tucl cliJ)lomatic hi to1•}T r Ii .. 
giou histoI')~, hi to1--y of a1't 01-- ci nee auxilia1·y to hi tory, 
such as e1)ig1·aphy paleograph hi to1·ical petlagog)7 tc. 

In the t1ni,,.er ity the tudent hould tudy th fact of 
political hi tor~y,. · but the fir t place, acco1·ding to C-tab1·iel 
lYionod houlcl be gi\""en t the hi to1•5r £ in titution and 
of social evolution, t the hi tor·y of civilization. ''It i 
thi ide of hi to1·}-, '' ay the eminent F1·ench J)I~ofe . 01·, 

''"·hich i con ider d mo1·e and mo1·e a the ential part of 
historical cience, that ""hich offe1· the ,,,.icl t fielcl to ne\v 

I'esea1·che and which call , at the ame time, £01· the mo t 
scie11tific decision and the mo t philo ophical g ne1·alization, 
that also, where the tudents of history hav the g1·eate t 
need to be guided. It is therefore, we be lie,,. , the hi to1--y 
of civilization, 0£ in t itutions, 0£ ocial and conomic phe­

nomena, which shot1lcl occupy more antl 11101·e the fi1-- t place 
in the general courses of the uni ,,..e1·sity. The ai1n of the 
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tudy of history is to 1 ad to th constitution of sociological 

cience; and ociology will be a olid cience only if it is 

founded on hi tor)r, and not on philo ophical speculation. '' 

Thu far I have not 1le£erred pecially to the outh; £or it 

seem to me that there is but one -n,.ay to teach histo1·y or 

literature, and that i to be perfectly im1)artial in the pre­

sentation of facts and in the l)hilosophical le ons pre ented 

by these £acts. The historie 0£ Greece and of Rome, of 

England and of F1·ance, hould be taught acco1--ding to the 

same principles in the N 01ih ancl in the outh · and cli:ffer­

ence in the appreciation of £acts should depend only on the 

personality and on the in<.li,.,.iduality of the teacher whether 

he 1·eside in the :r orth or in the outh. \\Tith rega1 .. d to the 

histo1ly of the Civil \Var the people of the outh hould be 

careful that the text-books give11 thei1-- childr'en hould do full 

justice to the heroism of the men who £ol1ght to establi h 

the outhern Confederacy and to the motives "}'hich actuated 

them. One may rejoice at present that the Union wa not 

permanently disru1)ted, and yet be p1--ot1d of the deeds 0£ 

the men and women 0£ the Confederacy. The time will 
come pe1·haps it has come al1·eacly when the history 0£ the 

great Civil ""\Var will be taught in the X 01~h ancl in the 

~ outh £1,om books which will do full justice to Lincoln and 

to G1·ant, to Jeffe1 .. son Davis and to Lee. whatever was the 

birthplace of the authors 0£ these boolc . 

If we consider now the tudent of hi tory not in the 

clavs l'0om but in the library and in the depa1'1ment whe1·e 

are kept the archives 0£ states, I am glad to 1-;ay that "'e 
have here in Jew O1lleans most valuable documents £or the 

tudy 0£ Ame1·ican hi to1·y, mo1·e e l)eciall of the histo1·y 
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of Louisiana. Th Lol1i iana IIi,Lorieal ~ 'o ·i ~t.)r, tal>li '"'h cl 
in 1 3 G and 1· 01·g·auized i11 1 4-t ·, i~ h .) 1 t1;::;t<)clia11 <)f th 

doct1ment 1· fe1·1·ing t h hi to1·, , of Lol1i ia11a. It ha in 

it lib1·a1•)r the follo"\"\ring illl}) 1'ta11 l(>Cl1111 nt :-

l\ia11t1.:cri1Jt 1ataloo-ue of tl1e l\fi ,i "'il })i '\"'"all J'· 

:B.,re11ch l\fa11t1..,cri1)t-.. of tl1 lvli"Si"'~i1,1,i "\ allc3T, 107!J-17GO. 

Official French Orel rs La,v: tc. of tl1e 1\ii~si iJJ})i \Tall J', 
1690-171 O, and 1720-1720. 

• ·0111 t11a le fro111 tl1c ,trcl1i,Tc~ i11 

Fra11ce in 1845 . 

i\Iaro-ry Docli1li e11ts sr,r lcl Lo,,isi(l?1e. n ·01111Ji)atic)11 111a<le b)T 

Pierre niaro-rv· in 1840-threc ·volt1n1 . .. 
1\. large n un1 l)cr of boxe co11tair1 i 11g 1 >cti tio11s. r11arriag .1 co11 tra ~t .:.:, 

etc .. from 1 i 19 to 1 03 . 

Four , rolt1me" of .. ·1Ja11i~l1 1\Ia11u~ ·ri11t,. ·,,1111,ilcci fro111 tl1c a1·<·]1ive 

in pai11 b)T tl1e (li ti110-t1i ]1c,l ",.rit r I nsut1al cle (.:¼a),.a11go .. \ for tl1e 

tate of Loui '"' ia11a, ·eettrccl tl1ro,1v-l1 tll:) effort .. of Ir. 'a,rarr ~. 
• 

Let U"" ay he1·e that ,,re o,,,. 1 a tl bt of. •1'l'fl titll<l to ]1a1·l 

Ga)7a1·r6 ou1· hi. toria11. ..._\ ot 0111. 7 (li(l he l,1 lJ01· i11cl fa ti­
gably to w1·ite the hi "'toi·)- of Lol1i ia11n. l)l1t 11 a111a-.) .l(l })l' -

ciol1~ document ""hich hav· enablecl oth :)1• tucl 11t of l1i -
to1· to in,·e.·tigate 01·igi11al ·0111·c '"' . 111 th~ ~a..,7 a110·O l\fan­

u c1·i1)t is found a g1·eat pa1t of tl1e ·O1·1·e ·1)011cle11c J tlv· n 
Ge11e1·al \1ilkin ·ou a11cl O\T r1101· I\fir6 a,ntl 1\1 i11i te1· :t a1·clo­

qui-a co1·1·espondence ,,hich i l1igl1l, 7 i11te1· ~ting f 1· the 
stud)... of the 1·elPution bet"reen ,. , J)ani. ·h Louisiana a11cl th 
western countr1~ befo1·e the }.,.ea1· 1790. 

}.l.lthough the 
1

1)ani ·h manu~c1·i1)t, in the custotl_\r £ th 

Loui ia11a I-Iistorical 1-
1 ociet)"' a1·e ,·e1•)-r ,-alt1al)le, 111l1ch impo1·­

tant material i yet to l e fou11cl in the 1 pa11i h archi ,-e. , and 
the 1\.me1·ican Histo1·ical .Li. sociation houlcl encl a\"Ol' to 
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have copie made 0£ the document to be found in l\tiadrid, 

Simanca , and Seville. 

With regard to the French docl1ment 1·elating to Louisi­

ana we are more £ortunate. They a1·e all to be found at the 

Mini try 0£ the Colonies in Paris and are adniirably kept 

by Mr. Victor Tantet lib1"a1"ian and kee1)e1 .. 0£ archive . He 

made £or me in Augt1 t, 1900 the following lit:-

Liste des documents concernant la Loui iane con erve aux Archive 

Coloniales. ( Ministere des Colonies, Pavillon de Flore, Pa1·is.) 

Serie C-C 13. 

Correspondance Generale, Loui iane. 

Registre 

1. 16 7 8-1 7 0 6. 

2. 1707-1712. 

3. 

4. 

1713-1715. 

1716. 

5. 1717-1719. 

6. 1720-1722. 

7. 1723. 

8. 1 724-1725. 

9. 1726. 

10. 1726-1727. 

11. 172 8-1 7 2 9. 

12. 1729-1730. 

13. 1731. 

14. 1732. 

15. 1732. 

16. 1733. 

17. 1733. 

18. 1734. 

19. 1734. 

20. 1735. 

DIVI IO.i.. HRO .. ?'OLOGIQUE 

lvI. de la :01otte- Cadillac, g·ol1verneur. 

lvI. de la Tulotte-Cadillac, g·ouverneur 

M. de Lepinay, gouvernet11'. 

M. de Bienville, gouverneu1~. 

M. de la Chaise, ordonnateur. 

M. de Bienville, gouverneur. 

J\'1. Boisbriant, liet1tenant du Roy. 

M. Perrier, gouverneur. 

lvl. Perrier, gouverneur. 

lYI. Perrier, gouvernet1r. 

lv1. Perrier, gouverneur. 

:O,I. Perrier, gouvernet1r et Memoires et Projet . 

J\,I. almon, ordonnateur-Fonctionnaires diver 

TuIJ\il. Perrier et de Bienville, gouverneur . 

M. almon, ordonnateur- Fonctionnaires divers. 

1YI. de Bienville, gouvernet1r. 

11. almon, ordonnateur. 

l\'I. de Bienville, gouverneur. 
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21. 

22. 

23 . 

24. 

2S. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

1736. 

173~. 

1738. 

1730. 

17 40. 

1741. 

17 42. 

17 43-17 44. 

17 45. 

17 46. 

17 47. 

l i 48. 

1 i 4-9. 

n:1. (l B i e u ,. i 11 e o-o l l v r 11 11 r. 

lvl. cle Bie11,·ill . go11ver11et1r. 

M. c1c I3ie11 ill , golt\" r11c11r. 

11. cle Bie11ville gotl\T r11cl1r. 
'-' 

l\f. de Bien,,.ill , gouv rncltr. 

)1. (le Bie11,-ill 0-011\· rne11r. 

1'1. <l B icn vi! le, go11 ,,er11et1 r. 

...I .. I. (le Bic11\Tille t <l "\ at1(lrenil g<1n,T >rn urs. 

1\1. cle \"" a11dret1il, rrolt\T r11 ur. 

l\I. tle , ... a11dreuil, <ro11v r11 ur. 

1\1. cle , .... a11clre11il <ro11,T ,r11 •ur. 

l\:I. <le , .... au(lre11il. crotl\T r11 lll". 

...f. clc , ... auclre11il 0-011,T rr1ct1r. 

34. 17 49-17 50. i\l. .r1ichel, orclo1111nte11r, i\f. clc '\ n11(lreuil, 

35. 1751. 

36. 1752. 

37. 1753. 

38. 1754. 

3 n. 1 7 5 5-1 7 5 7. 

40. 1758. 

41. 1759. 

4 2. 1 7 6 0-1 7 6 1. 

43. 17 62-17 63. 

44. 1764. 

45. 1705. 

4G. 1766. 

47. 1767. 

48. 1768. 

49. 1709. 

50. 17 70-17 88. 

51. 1795-1802. 

52, 1803. 

53. 1804-1819. 

gol1 v r11e11r. 

l\f. clc , .,. audre11il gouvcr11 11r. 

~Inf. de Vauclre11il et cle I{erler C gou ver11eurs. 

nfl\f. de Vauclreuil t d I.,.. rlerec. gou,1 erneurs. 

)1. de Kerlerec, golt\Ter11eur. 

f. de ICerler c, got1\·erne111-. 

...:I. de I{erlerec, gouver11 t1r. 

..Ll. de K erlerec, gouver11eur. 

I. de Rochemor ordo1111ateur. 

f. cle l{erlerec, gouver11e11r. 

~l. de l{erlerec, got1ver11eur. 

l\il. Aubry, comma11clant. 

~I. At1bry, com1na11clant. 

f. At1 bry, con1manclant. 

... :I. Aubry comma11clant . .. 
1\1. Aubry, cornma11(la11t. 

l 
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1804. Ameriqt1e du :r orc1-Preparatif pour la reprise 

de poc,~e. io11 de la Loui iane. 

1792-1807. Projets de :Oladgett-Lo11i iane, Isthme Amer­

cain , etc. 

1099-1773. Deuxieme ._ erie, orre .. pondance Generale 

L oui iane. Divers. 

1767. I emoire.; et proj et -Renseig 11ements diver . 

D ocument non date~. 

1C99-l 724. Po .. tes de la Louisiane. 

1695-1736. E11tre1)ri. e cle Cavelier de La 0alle. Lacs et 

1\-IiR isc;i })i. 

1718-1731. Po~te " cle la Louisiane. 

Outre ces cloct1ments qt1i font partie de la erie elite de la Corre­

spondance Generale, c'e t-a-dire de la corre ·1)011dance de gouverneur 

avec lai metro1)ole, il existe encore a11x archive coloniale ~ de doct1-

ment~ qui interes ent l l1i toire de la Louisiane. Ce sont: 

1. 1 registre d Etat civil-1720 a 1730. 

2. 2 cartons de Recensement'-3. 

3. La corresponc1ance de la metropole avec le got1verneur ( erie 

B. dite les orclres du Roi.) 

L e soits-cli~f cle bu1·eait ct1·cliiviste bibliothecaire, 

VICTOR TANTET. 

Pari , ce 1 O aot1t, 1900. 

In December, 1900, the Louisiana Hi torical ociety 

add1·essed a cii--cula1-- to the governor 0£ the tates in the 
lVIis is i ppi , .... alley and the pre ident 0£ the historical oci­

eties in tho e States asking them to ign the £ollowing 

memorial to Congre s :-

To the IIoriorable the eriate and the I-Ioitse of R eJJ1resentatives o..f the 
United tates : 

The undersigned Governor of the tates of the J\ili sis ippi Valley 

and the presidents of the Historical ocietie of the same tates 

respectfully present thi 1.Yiemorial and ask f 0r the publication by the 
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nitc<l ~ tate, of certai11 do ·t1111c11tary r Ct..rtl relati110- to tl1c l1istory 

of the l\li o.c "i~ i1lpi \ alley, S})Ceiall)l' of tl1c \1a:--t t rt itory a ·quir<~d 

by the purcha ... e of 1803. Tl1c-..: r cortl ar ·011tai11 tl i11 a ~eri) of 

volt1mcs ir1 tl1e arcl1i,rcs of tl1) 1 Iini tr, of t l1 l 1olt111i ~, I :tri .. , .. 
France, a11cl co11 ist of l1itl1erto 11r11Jublisl1ccl ·r,r1· J)011,l ')11cc, <)r(l t'.'" • 

proclamatio11 , official rc1>ort~, g1·ar1t < f la11 (ls a11tl })l i\ il ,,,.c tl1e 

regi tratio11 of birtl1,, 111arriatr .. ar1c1 cleatl1~, ec 11 use~, 1111a11c ial 

accounts, ancl v·ario11 otl1er <lat a of o-r )at i11tcrc t ar1tl i1111)01·ta11 · l to 
... t11clc11t .. ar1cl historia11 . 

everal tin1e.., <l11ri110- re,1ol11tior1ary U}Jri ~i11,rs in I>ari. tl1e~c arcl1i\1 c. 

were in clanger of bci11g cl ·tro)r cl- 11ota.1Jl)r in 18 71 b)r tl1e < 0111-

mnni.,, t ". 111 tl1e c\re11t of "' ttcl1 (1 ... tructio11 tl1c lo~ "\V(>ttld be irr 1>­
ara ble. 

,, c re--. 1 ectfully rcqt1e t tl1at \)110-rc) . 11a,r tl1° re ·orcl-.. ·01Jicd 

ancl a11 eclition })l'i11tccl for cli~tril>utio11 a.: }) ttl>lie do( ur11011t :11110110-

the u11i,•!)rr..;itie , college , lil)rarie .. , l1i "' t ori0nl :1.11(1 ot]1cr 1 arr1cd o ·i­

etie"' of tl1c T11itc(l .._ tatcs ar1(l th:it a11 a1>11ro1>riatio11 l)c 111aclc for tl1 
}JUrposc. 

l\i1·. Tantet ha inform cl n1e that th 5 3 ,·olun1 of tl1 
Co,·,·e.'.}JO)l(1(tllfe (!e11e1·c1le coulcl b OJ)i cl f<Jl. 10 00 £ra11c . 

The ynited tate g \' rumen honld. •ertainly hav th 

document co1)ied and l)rinted ancl I call 011 the 111e111b r 
of the .A.m rican IIi torical · ociati n to help th Loni i-
ana IIi to1·ical ~ ociety in it eff 01t to tl1at e11(l. 

\Vithout waiting for th help of 'ongre . our local ~oei ty 
has begun to have the French docun1ent copi cl. \Ve ha\ 
already recei,·ed a large volum relating to 1 03, and w 

expect in a feyir day a copy of the \Tolurue 1·elating to 17 6 

the year of the admirable Revolution ·which took place in 
LouLiana when our ance tor r i t d foreign oppr ion 

and thought of e tabli hing a republic on th banks of the 
1\fis is ippi. 
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In the tate lib1·a1·y a1'e ome of th l\Ianu cript journal 

0£ Governo1· Claibo1·ne and of hi imn1ed.iate ucce sor ; and 

at the City Hall in Jew Orlean are all the proceeding of 

~he panish Oabildo, n'om 1769 to 1 03, and 0£ the City 

Council of New Or lean from 1 03 to our day . There are 

be icles complete files 0£ Loui iana ne"T pape1l . 

We a1'\e prol1d 0£ the hi to1'y 0£ our tate; we -wish ou1~ 

children to know it perfectly, ancl "re have in our a1"chive 

document which ub tantiate the pleasing statements which 

have often been made about ou1· fathe1 .. . 

.L\.LCEE FORTIER 

TfIE LOUISIA...1. A HISTORICAL OCIETY 

EW 0RLE..A. ... S 
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