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ASSEMBLY DISTRICTING AND APPORTION.-
MENT IN IOWA

To outline briefly the history of assembly districting and
apportionment in lowa and to indicate with maps the area
or territory embraced by the several distriets which were
established from time to time for the election of members
of the legislature is the purpose of this article. And for
convenience in presentation the subject-matter has been
arranged under three general heads:—I The Territorial
Period. II The Period of the First Constitution. III
The Period of the Present (Jonstitution.

The maps of the Territorial and early State period, com-
piled from data taken at first hand from the statute laws,
illustrate in a way the history of the establishment and
organization of counties. Wherever unorganized counties
or portions of unorganized territory are attached to organ-
ized counties the assembly district lines are made to 1ndicate
the inclusion of such unorganized country as a part of the
organized county to which it was at the time by law
attached.! In several instances the electoral districts are
not numbered. But on the maps numbers in brackets are

———

1 Tn 1840 an act was passed which provided that ‘*all the country that 1s at
present, or may hereafter be attached to any of the oreanized counties in the
Territory, be, and the same is hereby attached for revenue, ELECTION and judicial
purposes, and the inhabitants thereof shall be entitled to and enjoy all the rights
and privileges of the county or counties to which they are attached that they
would be entitled to were they citizens proper of some organized county.'—Laws

of the Territory of Iowa, 1840, extra session, p. 1o.
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f—’:i"'*‘]l 1o illllit':lh' 1}“' Hl'lll'l' ill \‘.Ilii'h lllt' l“.“-“'il'f"i are set out
1n the state paper by which they were established.

The originals from which the maps used 1n this article

have been made were all drawn by Bertha IH. Shambaugh
and will be preserved in the library of the State Historical

Society of lowa.
THE TERRITORIAL PERIOD

['i}' an act of Congress approved June 28, 1834, the

Tt'l‘l'it'ul".' H'llit'll WUS :ll"[t‘l'\\':il'll% LO ]u'{'tlllli‘ kllnu'll as tne

[owa country was ‘‘attached to, and made a part of, the
Territory of Michigan.” In 1836, by an act approved April
20, 1t was included within the original Territory of Wis-
consin. T'wo years later by the act of June 12, 1838, the
Territory of Iowa was established and organized as a sepa-
rate and independent Territory. And on December 28,

| 846, the State of lowa was admitted into the Union.!
THE PROCLAMATION OF GOVERNOR MASON

The first assembly districting and apportionment in the
history of Iowa bears the date of August 25, 1835, and
was made hl\' Stevens 1. Mason who was then .“":t*:-rvi:ll‘j.'
and Aecting-Governor of the Territory of Michigan.® Steps
had been taken by the citizens in the eastern part of the
Territory of Michigan for the admission of the State of
Michigan into the Union. And to that end a constitution
was adopted, a State government formed. and Territorial

1 For m.'qu.a' illustrating the boundary history of lowa, see The lowa Journal of

tHistory and Politics for July, 1904,

¢ Strong's History of the Wisconsin Territory, p. 190,




- e — g

599 TOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS

— e — B =

organization abandoned in peninsular Michigan. In the

- —— T

meantime the inhabitants of western Michigan acted on the
theory that that part of the original Territory of Michigan

not included within the limits of the }}I‘H]Hl."-i(-’tl State of

A e g W e B TR

Michigan remained vested with all of the powers of the

e —

Territorial government of Michigan. This ‘‘contingent

A

l‘t‘lll:l'llli.lt_*l',” Hti-l'EllIt‘{l. 1':rll-~i.-~’(t*tl Hf Ilit‘ L‘Hllll’[it*r-: n’i' I;I‘HWIL

Milwaukee. lowa. Crawford., DuvsvqQur, and DeyMoIiNE.?

e N

[t was for the election of members of the ngi:-aluti\‘t;*

Council of the Territory of Michigan that the ‘‘contingent

s

remainder’” was divided by Secretary and Acting-Governor

e —

Mason into five electoral districts of which the counties of

Dubuque and Demoine were the fourth and fifih respect-
wvely. (See Map 1.) These two counties, which at that
time included all of the Iowa country, had been established
by the Legislative Council of the Territory of Michigan in
Hl'llft‘lll]}{‘l'. 1834.% 'T'he act [ll'i'ﬁ'i{lt*{l that all the country
west of the Mississippl and north of a line running due
west from the lower end of Rock Island to the Missour
river, and to which the Indian title had been extinguished,
should constitute the County of Dubuque; while all of the
country south of such a line should constitute the County of
Demoine.

By the apportionment of 1835 each of the counties of
Dubuque and Demoine was entitled to elect two of the
thirteen members of the Legislative Couneil, which, accord-
ing to the same proclamation, was to meet at Green Bay on

) ‘s‘«'Iu-n_lz-l‘t-rrinu to the original county the spelling Demoine is preferred to
Des Moines.

* Laws of the Territory of Michigan, Vol. 111, p. 1326.

R



e
( |
\
')
- i
=
L -.“ ‘
< - W,
" -
-
\ !
]
‘ I.
L] i
- }
1
A
f
\ -
\ \\
S
|
ﬁ‘q\
o
L
P -
.I
-~
L wih F o
i
'.'IL L ;h _/- "h..\
\..‘.
& b
{ 4 \
\ MATY -
\
\ .
‘N\ |
El
_J.;
%
amm— WA 1T 2Ly *
N
1
-
A :
X . ' Y i
& P \‘*\ MAP ]
‘ -1 i a
.lr B = | - '_ | "

DISTRICTING 1885

/ { W ' =
— . / (:OVERNOR Masox

4 g
\ i - -l
—t 1 | 1 ' s
. o
i
‘ . i 1 ¥ % S
'n_“ +1 {
e N i \




e E——— = = 3l ——

—— e, e ey B o s A e W o e me—— o o R B -

o T T ————_ T

524 1O0WA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS

Friday, January 1, 1836. The election was held on the
first Monday 1n Oectober, 1835. In Dubuqgue County,
Allen Hill and John Parker were elected; while Joseph B.
Teas and Jeremiah Smith were the successful candidates 1n

Demoine Countv.?

THE PROCLAMATION OF GOVERNOR DODGE

Section 4 of the act of ('nll;_';l'vaw-; v:-eE:L]rIiﬁ}ii:lg the n]'i;__’,‘ill.‘.tl
Territory of Wisconsin provides that ‘‘an apportionment
shall be made [ by the Legislative Assembly |, as nearly
t*llllill as ]rl':lt'lit':tlrlt*, :1lllil11;_:‘ I]lt‘ Ht"x't*l‘:ll 1'”1111’(it‘r-€. fHI' '[.]1(‘
election of the Council and Representatives, giving to each
section of the Territory representation in the ratio of 1ts
population, Indians t_*.\.’t'i'l}ft‘{l, as nearly as may Dbe. And
the said members of the Council and House of Representa-
tives shall reside in and be inhabitants of the distriet for
which they may be elected.” But previous to the first
election the Governor of the Territory was to cause a census
or enumeration of the inhabitants of the several counties to
be taken lr}' the sheriffs thereof, fix the time of the first
election, declare the number of members of the Council and
[louse of Representatives to which each of the counties was
entitled, and appoint a day and place for the first meeting
of the Legislative Assembly.

LThe first census of the original Territory of Wisconsin,
which was taken in July, 1836, under the direction of
(;{l\.'t‘l'lllll' ”t*!ll'}' l)nt,l;_ft* Hllilu't‘{l A t'nt;il l}u]mlutinn uf ]li, Do

west of the :\]iHHiHHi]illi. Of this number ])uln_nluu County

P Strong’s History of the Wisconsin Territory, pp. 191-193.
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contained 4,274 and Demoine County 6,257.1 After secur-
ing the census returns Governor Dodge issued a proclama-
tion on September 9, 1836, 1n which he apportioned the
thirteen members of the Counecil and twenty-six members of
the House of l:l*]*l‘t*rﬂ_*rit:iﬁk't*ré alnong the si1x counties of the
Territory, ordered that the first election be held on the

second Monday of Oectober, and directed the mem bers
elected from the several counties to meet at Belmont, 1n
the County of [owa, on October 25, 1836.°

In apportioning the members of the first Legislative
Assembly of the original Territory of Wisconsin (overnor
])n:if_{‘l' t‘H!l*«TiTlth*il i';l{'ll t't:lllITl‘»' all t‘It'l’TlHI':i] lli:-étl'it'T fHI' 11:1’(11
branches of the assembly. And so there were established
in Tht' Inwu runutr.\' tWoO ;1.-‘.-~‘1'Ill111.\' lli?\t]'it,'i.‘* t'ul‘l't*:-almnllill;:
to the two original counties of Dubuque and Demoine.
The districts are not numbered in the Governor’'s proclama-
tion; but taken in the order of their designation Demoine
('nnm.‘r constituted the first and l)ulnuluw County the second
district. (See Map 11.)

To the County of Demoine seven members of the House
of Representatives and three members of the (Council were
assigned; while five members of the House of Representa-
t1ves :Hlil three members of the (1ilillll'i1 were :l])]u'll"(i{}llt‘{l
to Dubuque County.

THE ACT OF 1838

At the Hlu*riul session of the [Jt‘j__{i*-élilti‘h'l‘ .\r-:.r-:vul]'rl}' of the

original Territory of Wisconsin which convened at Burling-

1 From Shambaugh's First Census of the Original Counties of Dubuque and
Demoine.
2:""11:”“1".[[1;_:]]?4 1!!‘.“:.‘\:1::;{"‘: !’.f__“l'.l_‘ !h.f'f,“'fi.!.'.h_'”fﬁlr.r”.\.: ;!'T1 f;‘-{ﬂ' l{rl”i'{"]".f.!‘{.l'?'.q *{r‘ I"’Ji{.‘l!, “i.'l. 11

[:I. ."]“'_

. i s bl




ASSEMBLY DISTRICTING IN TOW A Bk

ton 1n June, 1838, an act was passed entitled ‘*An Act to
district the territory of Wisconsin into electoral districts and
to apportion the representation of each.” It was approved
June 23, 1838.!

3y the ]H'H\'i?-liflllr--' of this act the whole Territory was
divided into seventeen districts, of which the 9th, 10th,
11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th were west of
the Mississippi as indicated on the accompanying map. (See
Map III.)

Owing to the fact that the mandates of the members of
the Counecil would nof expire for two years, only members
Hli '(_Ilf‘ IIHHH!‘ Hf H{*Irl‘{'-'t*ll'[zl’(ik't-“-é were :1[:]}111'“:11“*{1 ]r‘\,' T]lt‘
act ni' | 898, rl‘llt* ‘.J’[Il 1li.-¢tl*i:'t, {*n]]r-ﬂir-a‘[in_-._{ Hl' 1111- :*nllllt'it-_-: nl'
(']:‘1}.‘1‘.{111, l“;l_\’(*th-, [}nlnulnw, Delaware, Buchanan, Jones,
Linn, and Benton, and the territory thereunto attached,
was assigned two members; the 10th district, consisting of
the counties of Jackson and Clinton, one member; the 11th
distriet, consisting of the counties of Scott and Cedar, one
member; the 12th distriet, t'nillhiﬂill}_’" of the counties of
Muscatine, Johnson. and Keokuk, one member; the 13th
district, consisting of the counties of Louisa and Slaughter,
one member; the 14th distriet, t-unr-;iatiu;:‘ of the ( ounty of
Des Moines, two members; the 15th distriet, consisting of
the County of Henry, two members; the 16th district, con-
sisting of the County of Van Buren, two members: and the
17th distriet, consisting of the County of Lee, two members.

Although the Legislative Assembly had met in special
session chiefly for the purpose of making an apportionment

* . ! 8y Hiles
ol I‘tllrl‘vst*n{;}_{']\t‘:-l 110 }nt-ulln*t'a were ever :*[t*t'h*tl undaer tnis

1 Laws of the Territory of Wisconsin, 1838, special session, p. o4y,
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act owing to the division of the original Territory of Wis-
consin and the establishment of the Territory of lowa 1n
July, 1838.

1T he total ]ualll!]:ltiull of the rl‘t'l'l'ifﬂl""‘{ In 1838 18 gi\'t‘ll as
29,859, }yv assembly districts as established by this act 1t

WAaSsS as 1'1 :1 11 WS,

Oth distriet, 3.101 12th distriet, 1.484 15th district, 3,058
10th distriet, 1.326 13th district, 1.463 16th district, 3,174
1 1th district, 1,809 14th district. 4.605 17th district, 2,839

THE PROCLAMATION OF GOVERNOR LUCAS

The division of the original Territory of Wisconsimn and
the Hl‘;_::lllik’.:ttinll of the new fl‘t'l'l'ifl*l"’*.' of lowa l‘t*lltlt’l't*d the
act of June 23, 1838, iIlHl}t*I':lTiH' and necessitated a reap-
1unl‘1iulmll*nt' lr}' Thu (rovernor u'hn Was ;_{‘I‘:Hth-‘tl Tht‘ Sale
authority under the Organic Act of 1838 as had been con-
terred upon the Governor of the Territory of Wisconsin 1n
1836,

The first move in districting the Territory of lowa was
made by Wm. Conway, Secretary of the Territory. Mr.
Conway, having arrived in the Territory some days in ad-
vance of the Governor, Robert Lucas, proceeded to perform

the duties of Acting-Governor. A proclamation drafted

by him for the purpose of effecting a districting of the Ter-
t 0 ¢

ritory and an apportionment of the members of the Legis-

lative Assembly has been discovered among the archives in

the office of the Secretary of State at Des Moines.? Al-
1 See above p. 524, and compare with Sec. 4 of the Organic Act of the Territory
(.J‘f ]LH‘;.‘L

? Shambaugh's Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. 1,
P. 204,
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though Conway’s proclamation was never 1ssued, 1t 1s quite
probable that 1t served as a basis for the proclamation of
Governor Lucas' apportioning the members of the First
L!‘L{'i*l:il.ﬁ't' i\hnt‘tll]r]‘s' of tht* r[‘t'l‘l'itnl‘\.' of I{H‘f;l Wllit‘ll was
issued at Burlington under the date of August 15, 18385.
(See Map [V.)

It appears, then, that Governor Lucas divided the Terri-
tory of Iowa into eight electoral districts among which he
apportioned the thirteen members of the Council and twenty-
six members of the House of Representatives as follows:
1st district. three members of the Council and five of the
House of Representatives: od distriet., one member of the
Council and four of the House of Ht_‘lll't'H{‘llt:Lti\'t*H: 3d dis-
trict. two members of the Counecil and three of the House
of Representatives; 4th district, two members of the Coun-
c¢1l and three of the House of l{t'lII‘t'Ht‘llT-iLf.l\"{‘?‘-: 5th distriet,

" " L] (] 0 " ]
one member of the Council and four of the House of Rep-
resentatives: 6th district, one member of the Counecil and
one member of the House of Representatives; 7th distriet,
one IlI{'lII]H‘I‘ t:l' T}u* ('frlllit'il :lllll WO nll ’['-llt‘ IIHUHH n[‘l [':t*ln‘t-h
sentatives: and the Sth distriet, two members of the Council
and four of the House ot lit---]:rvr:.vrltuti\'v:-a,'*’
L This probability is strengthened by the following extract from one of Gov-
ernor Lucas’ papers:—‘On my arrival in the Territory, I found that Secretary
Conway had assumed the executive prerogative ........ and was about issuing a
proclamation apportioning the Representatives and ordering an election. He
handed me the draft of his proclamation, and left for Davenport in less than an
hour after my arrival at Burlington.’—Documents Relating to Robert Lucas.—In
The Iowa Historical Record, Vol. XVI, No. 2, p. 71.

¢ For Lucas' proclamation see Fort Madison Patriot—Extra, September 2, 1838.
—in the Public Library of Burlington, ITowa. It was while engaged in the prep-

aration of this article that I discovered the whereabouts of a copy of this lmpor-

tant document.
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The Iml.ul:niun of the several districts as established }'r}'

Governor Lucas was as follows:

1st districet, 4.605 4ith district. 3.174 7th district, 1,697
9d district. 2.839 5th distriet., 2.710 Sth distriet, 5,917
3d district. 3.058 Gth districet. 1.240

THE ACT OF 1839

Since, according to the Organic Act, the members of the
lower branch of the legislature were chosen annually® 1t was
necessary for the Legislative Assembly at 1ts first session 1n
1838-39 to redistrict the Territory and apportion the mem-
bers of the House of Representatives for the general elec-
tion of 1839. And so ]J}' an act entitled ‘“An Act to dis-
trict the Territory of lowa into electoral districts, and to
Elli]r{l!'fitlll 1]1!* “i*]l!'t‘at‘lltiﬂi‘.'t'*-i of t*:u'h.” zllilnl‘n'\'wl .];lllll:ll‘}'
21, 1839, ten districts were established. (dee }I:llr V.)

.'\Hlnn}_: the ten distriets established ]i}' the act of 1839
the twenty-six members of the House ot Representatives
were apportioned as follows: the 1st district, three mem-
bers: the 2d distriet, one member: the 3d district. two
members: the 4th distriet. two members; the 5th district,
one member: the 6th district, two members; the Tth dis-
trict, three members; the 8.h distriet, three members; the
9th distriet, four members: and the 10th distriet, five mem-
IH‘.I'H.

According to the last (1838) enumeration, the population

of the districts established by the act of 1839 was:

st district, 2,655 5th distriet, 1,003 Oth district, 2,839
2d district, 88] 6th district, 1,463 10th district, 4,605
3d district, 1,697 7th district, 3,058
4th district, 1,484 8th district, 3,174

1 Organic Act of the Territory of Iowa, Sec. 4.
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THE ACT OF 1840

At the regular session of the Legislative Assembly of the
Territory in 1839-40 no act of apportionment was ]m:u-:f-:t*d.
Jut by an act which became a law on January 15, 1340,
provision was made for an extra session of the Legislative
Assembly in July, 1840, ¢‘for the purpose of apportioning
the members of the Counecil and House of l:i‘lll't-‘r«t‘lit-tlTi'\'t*H
equally among the several counties of this Territory. ™"

The act of apportionment passed at the extra session of
1840, entitled ‘“An.Act to district the Territory of lowa
into Electoral Districts, and to apportion the Representa-

y.

tives of each, was :1lr[rl'ur\'w] Jlll}‘ 30, 1540, It l't‘llt"tllt‘tl
the act of January 21, 1839, and divided the Territory into
ten electoral districts. (See Map Vl1.)

The apportionment under the act of 1840 for both the
Council and House of Representatives was as follows: the
st district. two members of the Counecil and three members
of the House of Representatives; the 2d distriet, two mem-
bers of the Council and three members of the House of
Representatives; the 3d district, one member of the (ouncil
Ellltl five Illt'llllu*l':-«' ul' Tllt‘ ”nllm* nf l:t'l}I‘i‘H{‘Il“li'i‘\'t‘H: Tllt‘ -Hll
district. one member of the Council and three members of
the House of Representatives; the 5th district, one member
of the Council and one member of the House of Repre-
sentatives: the 6th district, one member of the Council and
two members of the House of l{vlH‘t-*r-ét‘llt.ili'i's‘t-*ﬂ:_ the 7th
district. two members of the Council and two members of

the House of Representatives; the 8th district, one member

of the Council and two members of the House of Repre-

1 Laws of the Territory of Towa, 1840, p. 70.




W =1 — ; "“
u"";\. LS i | ' : -
-4‘:11, l *.~_,' ":.‘h
b ET]  winy rll'lp
8 N
- _ Q \ E‘E":?J:} LU0 ™ f}
.: T anwe YK e o O B A e
N *—""_1_ --:‘\\ | \ -..'L P
Y _ - - . 1--‘-.._-‘ X-. e -
NN | WV‘W' :‘ | :
......... b v 40 2 .:“l\-\;
\ f 3 At et I - Ay \
Uyeny A | } ; f l WA - o F
_ BU.K G TN O TN ;71 - n“ b \& "'L"l L“f:
Bhawanus | , A= | S N e g
| DeLawake 2
. ] q y re 1 1 — (
- T:i [ :}x o \\,‘ l_i
\ 1 5P 1 - \)

1 - ‘_W f
7\ ) - v y DS & | ST t ! 17
'*;.,J | _9 O RS WAN N
L L AN N AR g i\ \
- N - B P ey ;.1.1:

*

. | :
.T E)J TNLON - ‘I r ?
, £ :
!

¥
I|
J
i
¥

—
—

-
e
b
=]
-

-
1P '
L]

T

MAP VI

i DISTRICTING 1840
|

i).

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

b |
h,“\lz-u‘.‘.ﬁ - r.-r-r)‘
| -

e

iJI TN
O Uhslrploan l'lr.

-y
i .
—Y£
)

5




[OWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS
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sentatives: the 9th distriet, one member of the Council and
two members of the House of Representatives; and the
10th district. two members of the Council and three mem-
bers of the House of Representatives.

[n several instances the act of 1840 makes a further
apportionment of members of the House of Representatives
among counties within the assembly district. To the 6th
district, composed of the counties of Louisa and Washing-
ton, the act assiened two members of the House of Repre-
sentatives and provided that ‘‘the County of Louisa shall
elect one, and the County of Washington one of said mem-
bers.”’ .\;_{:.iin in the case of the 10th distriet, t'ilIlII}UHt*{_l of
the counties of Dubuque, Jackson, Delaware, Clayton, and
the t'HllIlt'l'}.‘ thereto 111't.;lt_'1lt*11, 21]1{1 {0 n'liirh three Illt‘m}}t_*l‘ﬁ
of the House of Representatives had been :1]111111"'['11'111{-*11. 1t
was specifically provided that ‘‘the County of Jackson shall
elect one, and the counties of l)uln_ulut*, Delaware, (_'111}‘-
ton, and the country thereunto attached, shall elect two of
said members to the House of Representatives.” And
nearly two years later (February 10, 1842) the act of 1840
was amended so as to set apart the counties of (linton and
Scott in the eleetion of the two members of the House
of Representatives which had been apportioned to the 9th
distriet.?

From 1838 to 1840 the population of the whole Terri-
tory had increased from 22,859 to 43,112. It was, more-
over, upon the census of 1840 which had been taken just

before the extra session of the [mgiﬁlmiru ;\Hﬂt:‘lll}}l}' that

! Revised Statutes of the Territory of Iowa, 1842-43, p. 238,
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t]lt%‘ Nnew Ilf'lIHH'Tilillllli‘llf Hf 1540 was !lElHt*{l. rI‘llt‘ llil]JlllEL*

tion of the new districts was as follows:

Ist districet, 6.093 5th district, 2.7738 9th distriet, 2.961
2d  distriet, 6.146 6th distriet, 3.521 L10th district, 5.739
3d district, 5.577 7th district, 3.433
4th district. 3.772 Sth distriet, 3.007

THE AMENDMENT OF 1844

The amendment of 1844. which was approved June 19,
was passed at an extra session of the Legislative Assembly
alled ““for the purpose of making an apportionment of
members of the Council and House of Representatives
among the several counties of the Territory, giving to each
section of the Territory representation in the ratio of its
white population as nearly as may be, according to the
census taken under the provisions of this act.”! It is
entitled ‘“An Act to amend An Aect to distriet the Terri-
tory of lowa into electoral distriets, and to apportion the
Representatives of each.” ?

This amendment does not disturb the general scheme of
districting and apportionment established by the act of
1840. TI]H H‘T'T]t‘lllf‘ll'f. of 1]11' 1'{1]1111’1‘}' n|n*llt*t{ up ]:‘1' 1]](1
Sac and Fox Cession of 1842 and the establishment of new
counties therein necessitated simply the enlargement of
several of the old electoral districts.

First, the counties of Keokuk, Mahaska, and the country
thereto attached were annexed to the County of Washing-

ton and made a part of the 6th distriet ‘‘for the purpose of

' Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1844, p. 48

t Laws of the Territory of ITowa, extra session, 1844, p. 2
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participating with Washington 1n the election of a member
of the House of Representatives, and with Washington and
[.ouisa in the election of a member of the Council.” Sec-
ondly, the County of Wapello and the country thereto
attached was annexed to the County of Jefferson and made
a part of the 5Hth district. Thirdly, the County of Davis
and the country thereto attached was annexed to the County
of Van Buren and made a part of the 2d district. (See
Metlh VII.)

The enumeration of inhabitants upon which the Legisla-
tive Arﬂvlll}rl}' amended the act of 18340 at the extra SesSS10N
of 1844 fixed the population ot the Territory at 75,1052.

This gave the :1'-'.-~'f*111}r1\.' {lir-att'i{'t'r-a T]u* l‘ul]nwiu}_f tu!‘;l]r-;:

1st district, 9,830 5th distriet, 8,894 0th district, 3,951
2d district, 11,730 6th district, 6,358 10th district, 7,549
3d district, 9,109 7th distriet, 5,831
4th district, 6,107 8th distriet, 5,972

THE AMENDMENT OF 1846

The amendment of 1846 is the last of the acts of the
Legislative Assembly of the Territory of lowa relative to
electoral distriets and apportionment. [ike the act of 1844
it takes the form and title of an amendment to the act of
1840.1 It in no way disturbed the plan of electoral distriets
which had been established by the act of 1840 and the
amendment of 1844. However, the organization of Benton
County wrought some alterations in the 8th and 10th dis-
tricts by transfering Blackhawk County and the country

1 Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1846, p. 50.
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tlil't't'fl_\' west from the latter to the former distriet.? (:“:t‘t?
,\lilll \I“)

111 T]it‘ :tlrlnrl'tiulmu*lli Hf lllt‘I]i!H*I'.‘-’« Hl‘ Tl]t‘ ”Hll*-%t’ Hf I:t‘l}-
resentatives several important changes were made by this
amendment. The number of members apportioned to the
3d distriet was reduced from five to four; while the 4th dis-
trict suffered a reduction from three to two. On the other
hand one member each was added to the fifth and sixth
distriets.

There were also some further apportionments made within
the districts. In the H5th distriet, {_‘HIH]HIH{*{.I of the counties
of Jefferson, Wapello, and Kishkeekosh (Monroe), one
member of the House of Representatives was to be elected
by Jefferson County, and one by the counties of Wapello
and Kishkeekosh (Monroe). It was provided also that in the
6th district, composed of the counties of Louisa, Washing-
ton, Keokuk, Mahaska, and Marion, the County of Loulsa
should elect one Representative, the counties of Washington
and Keokuk one, and the counties of Mahaska and Marion
one. Within the 2d district the counties of Davis and
Appanoose were set apart from the County of Van Buren 1n
the election of members of the House of Representatives

and were entitled to elect one member jointly, while the

")

-

County of Van Buren was entitled to elect two members.
The adoption of the Constitution of 1846 1n August ren-
dered this scheme of apportionment inoperative before any

election had been held under its lxl‘m'ir-ainn:-a; for the mem-

1 See ‘‘An act for the organization of the county of Benton,'' Sec. 18.—Laws
of the Territory of ITowa, 1846, p. 88,

* Laws of the Territory of Iowa, 1846, p. 30.
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bers of the First General Assembly of the State were chosen
in October. 1846. 1n accordance with an :11;}mrtinmm*nt' pro-

vided for in the schedule of the new Constitution.

[

THE PERIOD OF THE FIRST CONSTITUTION

The act of Congress admitting the State of Iowa into the
[/nion bears the date of December 28, 1846. But 1n com-
pliance with the provisions of the Constitution, which had
been adopted August 3, 1846, and the proclamation of
Governor Clarke,! members of the First General Assembly
were elected on October 26, 1846. ‘'hey met and organ-
ized at Towa City on the thirtieth day of November in the

same year.,
CONSTITUTIONAL RESTRICTIONS UPON THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

rHW first (‘nnﬂifntinn ull Hlt-* ?“;I;Hl* {Il‘ I{I'\‘s'.',l. [}I'n\‘it]t-‘{l T]l:’lT
‘‘within one year after the ratification ot this Constitution,
and within every subsequent term of two years, for the term
of eight years, an enumeration of all the white inhabitants ot
this State shall be made, in such manner as shall be directed
by law. The number of Senators and Representatives shall,
at the first regular session of the General Assembly atter
such enumeration, be fixed by law, and apportioned among
the several counties according to the number of white inhab-
itants in each, and [the (eneral Assembly | shall also, at
every subsequent regular session, apportion the [House of

[:J‘lIl'i‘hi‘llt':ll.l\'t'r%., and every other regular session the Senate

1 Shambaugh’s .\fr_*.*-:r::t!;ﬁ*ﬂ and Proclamations of the Governors Uf Towa. Yol. I,

}I. .}--f“n

NN il F - F
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for eight years; and the House of Representatives shall
never be less than twenty-six, nor greater than thirty-nine,
antil the number of white inhabitants shall be one hundred
and seventy-five thousand; and after that event, at such
ratio that the whole number of representatives shall never
be less than thirty-nine nor exceeding seventy-two.”

This same Constitution provided also that no county
should be divided in forming a senatorial or representative
district, and that when a senatorial or representative distriet
ir-l {'nllllun-:t*il of two or more t‘trllll’{.lvri 11 r-i]l;ll] NoOt lit* t‘ll'[il‘t*]}'
separated by any county belonging to another district.
Thus in the formation of assembly distriets the principle of
contiguous territory was to be preserved and the territorial

integrity of each county maintained.

APPORTIONMENT BY THE CONSTITUTION OF 1840

The districtine of the State and the apportionment of
Senators and Representatives for the First General Assem-
bly are found in section seven of the schedule of the Consti-
tution.? Fifteen districts were established by its provisions;
but they are not given numerical designations. On the
accompanying map, however, numbers in brackets are glven
in accordance with the order in which the several districts
are set out in the Constitution. (See Map LX)

Among the districts thus established nineteen Senators
and thirty-nine Representatives were :tmmrtitmtttl as fol-
lows:— The 1st distriet, two Senators and five Representa-
tives: the 2d district, two Senators and four Representa-

1 Constitution of 1846, Article 1V, section S1.

2 Article X111,

g Sy
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tives; the 3d district, one Senator and one Representative:
the 4th distriet, one Senator and two Representatives; the
5th district, one Senator and two Representatives; the 6th
district, two Senators and four Representatives; the 7th
district, one Senator and three Representatives; the Sth
district, one Senator and three Representatives; the 9th dis-
trict, one Senator and two Representatives; the 10th distriet,
one Senator and two Representatives; the 11th district, one
Senator and three Representatives; the 12th distriet, one
Senator and two Representatives; the 13th distriet, one
Senator and two Representatives; the 14th district, one
Senator and two Representatives; and the 15th distriet, two
Senators and two Representatives.’

Where two or more Representatives were assigned to a
district composed of more than one county they were in
some cases to be elected by the counties jointly. Some-
times, however, the Representatives of a district were appPOor-
tioned among the several counties. In the 4th district one
Representative was assigned to each of the counties of
Wapello and Monroe. Likewise in the 9th district each
county was assigned one Representative. In the 10th dis-
trict the two l:f*llI'l'Ht‘IlelTi\'i'r-: were allotted one to each of
the counties of Keokuk and Mahaska.®” In the 11th distriet
the apportionment was altogether exceptional; for of the
three Representatives one was assigned to the three counties

1 The map shows several counties which are not mentioned in the apportion-
ment. This is explained by the fact that unorganized counties are frequently
not mentioned in acts of apportionment. ‘The inhabitants of unorganized coun-
ties and attached portions of country voted with the counties to which they were
attached.

2 Poweshiek at this time seems to have been attached to Mahaska.,
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jointly, one to Muscatine County, and one to Johnson
County and lowa County .itiillfl}f. The :l]l]lilrfiiilllllt'llT In
the 13th district gave to Cedar County one Representative
and to the counties of [.inn and Benton one jtli[lT]}'.

The population by distriets according to the census of

| R46 was:

st districet, 12,860 6th distriet, 9,391 11th district, 6,350
o9d district, 9,870 7th distriet, 6.875 12th distriet, 5,025
3d district. 5,000 8th district, 6,900 13th district, 6,570
{ith district, 5,332 0th district, 7,227 14th district, 6,525
5th district, 2,661 10th district, 2,942 15th district, 8,960

THE ACT OF 1854Y

[n accordance with the IH'H'%"IHiHIlH of the Constitution the
First General Assembly directed the assessors of the organ-
od counties to take an enumeration of all the white inhab-
itants of the State ‘‘previous to the first day of August,
1847. and before the same day of every second year there-
after, for the period of eight years.”’!  The chief purpose
of these enumerations was to secure data for the proper
apportionment of the members of the General Assembly.

The first regular session of the General Assembly after
the first enumeration was that of 1848-49. And so the
first act of apportionment ander the first Constitution, which
was ‘‘An act to re-apportion the State and define the bound-
aries of Senatorial and Representative districts therein,”
bears the date of January 15, 1849.7 This was about two

years and a half after the adoption ot the Constitution. In

1 Laws of lowa, 1846-47, p. e b

2 J.aws r_,r_,f. Towa. 1848-49. P. 153.
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the meantime a number of new counties had been estab-
lished, while others had been organized. But the General
Assembly did not on that account change the scheme of
distrieting which had been laid out by the (Convention of
1846 in article XIII of the Constitution. (See Map X and
compare with Map IX.) A number of changes, however,
were made in the apportionment of members among the
districts and among the counties within several of the dis-
tricts, although the total number of Senators and Repre-
sentatives apportioned remained the same.

To the first district there were apportioned two Senators
and five Representatives; to the od distriet, two Senators
and three l:v[n't-r-amlt:lti\'t_*r:: to the 3d, distriet one Senator
and two Representatives; to the 4th distriet, one Senator
and three l{i‘]‘l‘t*:-at-nf:ll‘i\'vr-a: to the HSth distriet, one denator
and two livln'var:lf;ttirw: to the 6th distriet, two Senators
and three Representatives; to the Tth district, one Senator
anda two l{l‘l}I'i_‘Ht‘llT.iltin*H: tO ’(llt* thl tlis’['l‘it‘t-. one Nenator
and three Representatives; to the 9th distriet, one Senator
and two Representatives; to the 10th distriet, one Senator

1

and two H{*Ill‘(*:-;t'Iltil‘(i\.'t':-;: tO 'f‘lt* ]ltll Lir-ltl‘it_‘f. one f":*L‘Il;th}l‘

and two “{'lhl‘i‘Hl'llTilTi\'{‘H: to the 12th {liHTl'it'T, one Senator

and two “t‘pl‘t‘Ht‘llTilIi\'{‘r-;: to the 13th distriet, one Senator

and two l{t*]rl'vr-:t.*lltuti\'t'ra: to the 14th distriet, one Senator

and two Representatives; and to the 15th district, two Sen-
ators and four Representatives. Thus the total number of
Senators was nineteen and of Representatives thirty-nine.

In the 4th district two of the Hvln‘vst_*m:ltivv:-a were
assigned to Wapello County, while Monroe and Lucas

counties were to elect one jniutl\'. In the 9th district

-
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Louisa and Washington counties were to elect each one
Representative.  Muscatine County in the 11th district had
one Representative and the counties of Johnson and Iowa
one jointly. Clinton and Scott counties torming the 12th
district were assigned each one Representative. In the 13th
district Cedar was entitled to one Representative and the
counties of Linn, Benton, and Tama one jomtly. The four
Representatives apportioned to the 15th district were assigned
three to the counties of Dubuque, Delaware, Buchanan. and
Blackhawk jointly, and one to the counties of Clayton, Fay-
ette, Winneshiek, and Allamakee jointly.

The enumeration of inhabitants which had been taken in
1847 gives to the several districts of 1849 the tollowing

}Hillll]!lﬁi'lll :

st districet, 13.231 6th distriet, 10.071 11th district, 6.839
2d distriet, 10,203 7th district, 6,759 12th district, 5.299
3d t‘liﬁtl‘it*t. 0,415 8th distriet. 8.463 | 3th tli.*-trit*l, 1.0%75
4th distriet, 6,882 9th distriet, 7.166 l4th district. 6.418
Sth district. 4.856 10th district, 6.692 [5th distriet, 11.159

THE ACT OF 1851

Since the Constitution expressly provided that after the
first apportionment the General Assembly should *‘at every
subsequent regular session, apportion the House of Repre-
sentatives, and at every other regular session the Senate, !
one would naturally expeet to find that at the regular session
of 1850-51 the Representatives alone were re-apportioned.
But the statute laws contain ‘‘ An Act to re-apportion the

State, and define the boundaries of Senatorial and “i‘*li]’t"-

1 Article 111, section 31.
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sentative districts therein.”! This departure from the strict
letter of the Constitution may be accounted for and jus-
tified by the rapid increase 11} lmlml:uinn and by the fact
that since the last “session of the General Assembly the
remaining unorganized portions of the State had been map-
ped out into new counties with definitely established bound-
aries. A olance at the accompanying map will show that
]l}' 851 the whole of [owa had been lli‘s'il]l"tl into 1.-uuutit=:-¢
and that for the first time the assembly districts literally
cover the whole State. (:"".‘t‘t’ .‘\l:llr NlL)

Among the nineteen districts, as shown ‘on the map,
thirty Senators and sixty-three Representatives were appor-
tioned as follows: — To the 1st distriet, three Senators and
S1X prrwvmmix.-a; to the 2d distriet, two Senators and
four Representatives; to the 3d district. two Senators and
four l:t*]n'wm*lit'tliikt*n: to the 4th district, two Senators and
three Representatives; to the 5th district, one Senator and
three Representatives; to the 6th district, two Senators and
tour Hi-ln't-at'llt:ui‘x‘t**: to the 7th distriet, two Senators and
four lIt*ln'v.wnt:lti\'ua: to the Sth distriet, two Senators and
three Representatives; to the 9th district, one Senator and
four Representatives; to the 10th district, one Senator and
three Representatives; to the 11th district, one Senator and
three Representatives; to the 12th district, one Senator and
two Representatives; to the 13th district. one Senator and
two Representatives; to the 14th district, one Senator and
tWoO l{e}mw-*l]mti\'vs:_ to the 15th district, one Senator and
two Representatives; to the 16th district, one Senator and

three Representatives; to the 17th district, two Senators and

—— R

1 Laws of Towa, 1850-51, p. 200.
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three l{t*]n‘t*ﬁt*nmti'»’t"ﬁ: to the 18th distriet. one Senator and
two l{wln'wt*ntntiws: and to the 19th distret. three Sen-
ators and six ]':t*p:'t*r&mlmri\'tis.

Within the districts H]It’{'iﬂ] :11q}ul'tinlllut*lltﬁ among the

counties were as follows: —In the 6th distriet one Senator

was assigned to all of the counties jointly, and one to the
County of Wapello alone; while the four Representatives
were apportioned, two to Wapello County, one to the
counties of Monroe, Lucas, and Clarke jointly, and one to
all the counties jointly. A similar arrangement was made
in the 7th distriet where the County of Davis was given one
Senator and all of the counties one Senator juintl}': and the
four l:I_*IH'E‘Htﬂlf!lt.i\'t*ﬁ were tith’l‘i}_ill’[t*(l, two to Davis ('Ullllf_\_.',
one to the counties of Appanoose, Wayne, and Decatur, and
one to all of the counties jointly. In the 8th district one
Senator was assigned to Pottawattamie County and one to the
counties of Mills, Montgomery, Adams, Union, Ringgold,
Taylor, Page, and Fremont; while one Representative was
given to Pottawattamie County, one to the eight counties just
named jointly, and one to all of the counties jointly. The
four Representatives in the 9th district were divided equally
between the two counties. In the 10th distriet each county
had one Representative, and one was to be elected by the
counties jointly. Each of the two counties in the 14th dis-
trict was given one Representative. In the 15th district
Johnson County was alloted one Representative while the
three counties were entitled to one jointly. Likewise in the
17th district Jackson County was assigned one Senator, and
Jackson and Jones one Senator jointly; while two Repre-

sentatives were given to Jackson County and one to Jones

e s i
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County. Finally, in the 19th distriet four of the Repre-
sentatives were assigned to the counties of Dubuqgue, Dela-
ware, Buchanan, Blackhawk. Grundy, Butler, and Bremer.
:tlli_l twWo to T]lt* I‘!*Ill;iillin;_{‘ 1'HlltlTit*:-‘ of (‘]:l}"{nll. ]*‘:l:\-'l‘tﬁ‘, \“.,1
makee, Winneshiek. Howard, Mitchell, Floyd, and Chicka-
saw. In all the other districts the Senators and Representa-
ti\'t‘.‘w were to be i'lt’('?t*tl juillT]}' }l}' Tllt* {'tllllltii‘.‘-i t'nlllpnﬁill}_{'
the (li%f!'it'fs-.

.'\t'{'nl‘llillf_{ Lo T]l#' census of | =350 tllt' ]Hl]illl:tfinll of t]lt'
State of lowa was 192.214. By .‘l‘é?-it‘llllll_\' districts as estab-

lished Il}' the act of 851 1t was:

Ist district, 18.861 8th district, 9,827 [5th district, 5.900
2d distriet, 12,988 Oth district, 9.896 L6th district, 7,720
3d distriet, 12.270 10th distriet, 10,811 1 7th district, 10,217
4th district, 9.904 L1th district, 7.622 I8th district, 6,124
Sth distriet, 8.707 12th district, 5,986 19th district, 19.273
'Hlltiihtl'iri, 11,905 13th district, 5.731

ith distriet, 11.700 14th dastriet, 6.763

THE ACT OF 1853

““An Act to I‘t'-:tlllull'filill the State Into ]:t*lrl‘t'it'llmtirp
Districts, "’ approved, January 24, 1853, aimed, as the title
Indicates, to establish districts solely for the apportionment
of members of the lower branch of the General Assembly.!
By its provisions forty-two districts were mapped out for
the :1]111111'tin!|n|t'11’f of seventy “i‘]:l't*ht‘llt':lfi\‘t*ri. (:";t't‘ M.‘t[!
XII. To avoid confusion in the case of overlapping or
“floating” districts it has been necessary to give several of
the districts in text beneath the map. )

N1X I:t'lll't'ﬁt_'llhlfi\'t':-i were allotted to the 19th distriet -

' Laws of ITowa, 1852-53, p. 118
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four each to the 5th, 17th, and 24th districts; three each to
the 18th and 25th distriets; two each to the 2d, 6th, 11th,
16th. 20th. 26th, 27th, 33d. 35th, and 41st distriets; and
one each to the 1st, 3d, 4th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 12th, 13th,
14th. 15th. 21st, 22d, 23d, 28th, 29th, 30th, 31st, 32d, 34th,
36th. 37th, 38th, 39th, 40th, and 42d.

From 1850 to 1852 the population of the State had 1n-
creased from 192.214 to 229,932. This gave to the forty-

two districts of the act of 1853 the following figures:

st distriet, 3,573 15th distriet, 11,357 20th distriet, 5,306
2d district, 6,318 16th district, 6,812 30th district, 4,243
3d district, 3,062 17th district, 12,418 31st distriet, 3,430
4th district. L WY 18th distriet, 9.633 39d district, 3,572
5th district, 12,508 10th district, 20,360 33d district, 7,479
6th distriet, 8,231 20th distriect, 6,870 34th district, 6,282
7th district, 4,201 21st distriet, 5,788 35th distriet, 9,602
8th digtrict, 12,432 29d distriet, 7,111 36th district, 5,346
9th district, 4,971 23d district, 4,088 37th district, 6,861
10th district, 3,822 24th distriet, 12,753 38th district, 2,498
11th district, 8,621 925th district, 10,225 39th district, 3,159
12th district, 17,414 26th distriet, 7,553 40th distriet, 1,543
13th district, 5,881 97th district, 8,896 41st distriet, 5,057
14th district, 5,476 98th district, 14,202 42d distriet, ——'

THE ACT OF 1855
This act was comprehensive. It established thirty-four
senatorial and forty-eight representative distriets, numbered
each district separately, and apportioned among them thirty-
six Senators and seventy-two Representatives.? Two sena-

1 In the Historical and Comparative Census of Iowa 1836-1850, from which

the statistical matter for this article is taken, the counties of this district are not

credited with any population. The census return were possibly made to and
included in other older counties.

2 Laws of lowa, 18564 D0, P. 2033.
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torial distriets alone, the 1st and 4th, received two Senators.
The remaining thirty-two were allotted one each. Of the
representative distriets the 1st was given five Representa-
tives, the 42d, four, the 2d, 3d, 5th, and 28th, three each,
the 4th, 6th, 7Tth, 21st, 22d, 25th, 32d, 37th, and 43d, two
each, and all the others one each. (See Map XIII for sen-
atorial distriets and Map XIV for r‘vln'kut:rlti\'v districets. )

An interesting feature of the districting of 1855 was the
overlapping of districts in some few instances. Thus, while
t}lt' thllllf'\' Hf l.t*t* t‘nlir-:’(iftlh'tl the 1st :-it*ll.‘-.ltul‘izll tli:-itl'it“t :Illd
the County of Van Buren the 3d, the counties of Lee and
Van Buren together formed the 2d district. Unfortunately
such peculiarities cannot be indicated on the maps without
confusion; and so it has been necessary to give some dis-
tricts in text beneath the maps.

The census of 1854 upon which the apportionment of

1855 was based gives to the districts the following totals:

SENATORIAL DISTRICTS

1st dastrict, 22,590 13th district, 7,341 25th distriet, 18,238
2d district, 36,433 |4th district, 7,560 26th district, 8,753
3d district, 13,843 15th district, 7,293 27th district, 8,532
tth district, 16,700 16th district, 9,093 98th distriet, 12,166
5th district, 9,787 17th district, 9.315 29th distriet, 18,241

6th distriet, 11,117 18th district, 8,124 30th district, 16,630
7th district, 10,159 19th district, 9,555 31st district, 15,267
8th district, 10,521 20th distriet, 10,774 32d district, 9,337
9th district, 8.124 218t district, 12,671 33d district, 11,343
10th district, 10,954  22d district, 7,643  34th distriet, 8,169
| 1th district, 7,788 23d district, 7,306

1 2th district, 4,845 24th distriet, 10,802
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REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS

1st. dastrict, 22,590 17th district, 7,341 33d district, 5,419
2d districet, 16,700 18th distriet, 7,560 34th district, 5,393
3d district, 13,843 19th distriet, 14,901 35th distriet, 5,368
4th distriet, 9,787 20th district, 7,293 36th district, 8,532
5th distriet, 11,117 21st district, 9,093 37th distriet, 12,166
6th district, 10,159 292d district, 9,315 38th district, 6,075
7th district, 10,521 23d  district, 4,446 39th district, 18,241
Sth district, 17,814 24th distriet, 3,678 10th dastriet, 4,637
9th district, 4,577 925th distriet, 9.555 {1st distriet, 4,813
10th distriet, 3,628 26th distriet, 8,467 12d  districet, 16,630
11th distriet, 6,265 27th district, 10,774 {3d district, 9,337
12th district, 4,689 98th distriet, 12,671 t4th district, 4.686
13th district, 3,006 20th district, 7,643 {5th district, 4,266

14th district, 4,782 30th district, 7.306 416th district, 3.315
15th distriet, 3,060 31st district, 14,949 47th district. 5.1492

16th district. 1.785 29d district., 10.80%2 {th distriet. 2.003

THE ACT OF 1857

This act, which was approved Janunary 27, 18S57.1 was
the last effort at assembly districting and apportionment
tllllit*l' tlli% (_'nllr—-l'[i'[lltinn nf | 540, lt I't*]:lh*:-ﬁ- Hllli-‘l}' 1O I‘i_*lrl'u—
sentative distriets and the apportionment of Representatives.
l’;} i’(r-z lrl‘tn'ib&iunr& ﬁff}'-ﬁ\t* l_lih‘fl'it'fr-% were t*.nt:lhlir-ahml fn]' Tllt*
:1]>[nn'tinmnum of seventy-two members of the lower house
of the General Assembly. (See Map XV. As in the dis-
trictings of 1853 and 1855, and for the same reason, a few
of the districts are given in the text beneath the map.)

Three districts—the Tth, 28th, and 54th—were assigned
three Representatives each. Two each were given to the

4th. 22d. 23d. 26th, 27th, 32d, 39th, 49th, 51st, 52d. and

1 Laws of lowa, [Bo7, p 170
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53d districts. The remaining fitty-eight districts were

assigned each one member.

[1]

THE PERIOD OF THE PRESENT CONSTITUTION

The present Constitution. which is generally referred to
as T]lt* ('HIIHTiTHtiHIl of 18O, went illtu t*ﬁ't*t't OT1 Ht‘[ltt‘lllht‘l'
3, 1857, when it was deelared l}‘\' the Governor to be the
supreme law of the State of [owa.!

The first General Assembly under the new Constitution
met on the first Monday in January, 1858. Unlike the
Constitution of 1846 the new instrument of fundamental
law did not attempt to district the State and apportion the
members of the (General Assembly.  Senatorial districting
and apportionment remained the same as in 1853 (Map
XIII); while the members of the new House of Representa-

9

tives were elected under the provisions of the act of 1857.2

CONSTITUTIONAL RESTRICTIONS UPON THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The various provisions of the Constitution of 1857 touch-
ng the powers and duties of the General Assembly 1n the
matter of assembly districting and apportionment are as
tollows:

First. It is provided that ‘‘the General Assembly shall,
In the years One thousand eight hundred and fifty nine, One
thousand eight hundred and sixty three, One thousand eight

hundred and sixty five, One thousand eight hundred and

' Shambaugh'’s Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. 11,
p. 109,

* Constitution of 1857, Article XII, Sec. 6.
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—

sixty seven, One thousand eight hundred and sixty nine,
and Omne thousand eigcht hundred and seventy five, and
every ten }t'.‘l["‘ﬂ T_'}lt‘l't‘:lﬁt'l‘. cause an f'l]lllllt‘t‘:lfinll 1o ]Jt‘ I[l:ll_lt'
of all the ( W hite)! inhabitants of the state.”“

:"‘;t't'nllil. lllt lllllllln*l' H[. Senators hhﬂll. at Tht‘ next
SESS10M fii“ﬂ‘t‘-'i[l}_{ n‘:lt‘ll ]H*I'intl of ltl:lkill;{' r-éllt_'ll :Tllt‘ :IIHH'P_]
enumeration, and the next session following each United
States census, be fixed by law, and apportioned among the
several counties, according to the number of (white)® inhab-
itants 1n each.*...... At its first session under this Con-
stitution. :Hiil at every I‘i"'__:‘ll]:il' r-it_‘r%r-éinll. the Ht‘lli-*!':ll Assem-
bly shall fix the ratio of representation, and also form into

representative distriets those counties which will not be

-qr'}

entitled hill_i:‘l_\ toO a I't']if'i“*t‘llfilti‘\'l*.
Third. ““The number of Senators shall not be less than

one third. nor more than one half of the rv]n'rwm‘;ltiw

b

body;”% and ‘‘the Senate shall not consist of more than

fifty members nor the House of Representatives ot more
than one hundred.””

[fourth. The members of the Senate and House of '[{t‘[i-
resentatives ‘‘shall be apportioned among the several coun-
ties and representative districts of the State, according to

the number of (white)® inhabitants in each, upon ratios to

1 Amended by striking out the word ** white’’ 1n 1865
® Constitution 1857, Article 111, Sec. 33.

8 Amended by striking out the word ‘‘white'’ 1n 1868
¢ Constitution of 1857, Article 111, Sec. 34

B Constitution of 1857, Article 111, See. 30.

¢ Constitution of 1857, Article I1I, Sec. 8.

7 Constitution of 1857, Article 111, Sec. 35.

8 Amended by striking out the word ‘‘white'' 1n 1868.
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be fixed by law: but no representative distriet shall contain
more than four organized counties, and each district shall be
t‘]lTiI]l‘li O at ]l*:lr«'[ ole l'l']r!'iwl'lll:ﬂi‘sl*. I';‘x'l‘!"\ I'HIIIIT“. :1]1:]
dustrict which shall have a number of inhabitants equal to
one-half of the ratio fixed lr‘\' law, shall be entitled to one
I‘!'Ir!'r-r-t-ItT:Hi‘aw*'. :Hlll aly one wnl]tt} u'n!rT:iiHiH'-_:‘ In :Ultlitinll
to the ratio fixed by law, one half of that number. or more.
shall be entitled to one additional representative. No float-
ing district shall hereafter be formed.'!

l“iilill. . \'\ril**li b i'“Il‘_{I"“‘*‘*i"llii]. at'IlHFHl'i:l]. Ol I‘t'[}l't‘m'IH-
:1Ti'-t* {]'IHTI'i*'T HIHI” he 1'”Hllltl"~f‘l| of two or more HHIHTit'*. iT
shall not be l*lll'll't‘l“{ m-];:n':m-tl lr.‘x any county ]u*Iun;_{‘iH;,:_' Lo
:lIlHTlH*I' l“hi!'ia'TZ :tllll 1O t'nllllfl\ '-|l:1” bhe i]ikillt*!l i!l fnl‘lliih_*___’

a congressional, senatorial or representative distriet.”?

DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 1858

At 1S first I'l*;_:‘lll:!.l' SESS10n !llull*l‘ the ( l“]lﬁti[l”illll of 1857
the General Assembly passed two acts of apportionment.
The first, entitled ‘““An Act to l'i*-:tlllml'linll the State into
Senatoral Distrets.”” was :l[1|rt'n‘n*rl March 20, 1858:3% while
the second, which was entitled ‘“An Act determining the
ratio of :t}:lml'Tinmurnt of the State into [:t']n'wrnt:llin- is-
tricts, and definine the boundaries thereof,” received the
executive approval two days later.?

The act to I'i'-:tlrlull'TiHll the State mto senatorial districts
fixed the ratio for the apportionment at ‘‘one Senator for
each seventeen thousand two hundred inhabitants. or fraec-

I Constitution of 1857, Article 111, Sec. 35

! Constitution of 1857, Article 111, Sec. 37

s I,i.!i”".": f{f‘ fr_ﬁh".r.l__ IH:&H, II. l..‘.] 1 f-l’f.‘u‘f. ]l l.f II
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tion thereof exceeding one-half in each Senatorial Distriet.”
Upon this basis forty-one districts were established. (See
Map XVI.) To each district one Senator was assigned,
except the 1st and 27th which under the ratio were entitled
to two each.

In the apportionment of Representatives the ratlo was
fixed at ‘‘one Representative to each seven thousand 1nhab-
itants or fraction thereof exceeding one-half in each Repre-
sentative District.” The number of districts established
was sixty-one, and the whole number of Representatives
apportioned was eighty-six. (See Map XVIIL.) Four Rep-
resentatives were allotted to the 1st distriet and four to the
46th. 'The 9th and 27th were given each three Repre-
sentatives. Those receiving two Representatives were the
od. 3d. 10th, 11th, 12th, 19th, 20th, 21st, 22d, 23d, 28th,
30th., 37th. 39th, and 52d. The remaining districts were

:u-::-aignml each one member.

DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 1360

The two acts relative to districting and apportionment
passed by the Eighth General Assembly in 1860 were
entitled ‘“An Aect to re-apportion the State into Senatorial
Districts”! and ‘‘An Act apportioning the State of lowa
into Representative Districts.”’* They were :I,Il_pl'{)‘v.'t‘d on
March 30 and April 2 respectively.

The ratio for the senatorial apportionment was ‘‘one Nen-
ator for each seventeen thousand inhabitants or fraction
thereof, exceeding one-half in each Senatorial Distriet.”

\ Laws of Towa, 1860, p. o0.

? Laws of Towa, 1860, p. 72,
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For the lh*]rl'am-rlt:lti\'u ;llr]mrtinmnvn’r 1t was ‘‘one Hf‘]}l‘t.‘-

sentative to seven thousand five hundred imhabitants, or

fraction thereof f‘KiW‘PlIiH;I one-half 1n each ]:*'IHW*ﬁvlliuti\W*
[ 1striet.”

The one act apportioned forty-six Senators among forty-
three distriets. Each distriet was allotted one Senator,
except the 1st, 19th, and 27th which were glven two each.
(See Map X VIII.)

The other act :tlllrtrrIiirlh'll Ilil!t'f}'-filul‘ I:V}:IW*%tﬂITaETiKWJH
among sixty-four districts. To the 1st and 42d distriets
four Representatives each were allowed: to the Tth and 31st,
three each: to the 2d, 3d, 4th, Sth, 9th, 10th, 17th, 18th,
19th, 20th., 24th., 25th, 32d. 33d, 34th, 35th, 36th, 47th,

48th. and 52d. two each: and to all others one each. (Sﬂt*

M:tlp NIXL)
DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 1862

The two acts relative to districting and apportionment
passed by the Ninth General Assembly in 1862 were enti-
tled ““An Act to apportion the State 1nto Senatorial Dis-
tricts”’* and ‘“An Aect apportioning the State of Iowa into
Representative Districts.”? They were approved on March
H and April 8 respectively.

The ratio for the senatorial apportionment was “one Sen-
ator for each seventeen thousand two hundred inhabitants
or fraction thereof exceeding one-half in each Senatorial
District.”” For the representative apportionment it was “one

Representative to eight thousand five hundred inhabitants,

1 Laws of lowa, 1862, p. 118,

2 Laws of ITowa, 1862, p. 199.
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ASSEMBLY DISTRICTING IN IOWA e

or fraction thereof exceeding one-half in each representative
distriet.”

The one aet apportioned forty-six Senators among for.y-
three districts, giving to each district one Senator, except
the 1st, 22d, and 34th which were allotted two each. (See
Map XX.)

The other act apportioned ninety Representatives among
six’r}'-ﬁi.\' distriets as follows:— To the 41st, four: to the
1st and 32d, three each: to the 2d, 3d, 8th, 9th, 10th, 18th,
19th, 20th, 21st, 25th, 26th, 33d, 34th, 35th, 36th, 37th,
and 46th, two each; and to all others one each. (See Map

XXI1.)
DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 1864

The two acts relative to districting and apportionment
passed by the Tenth General Assembly in 1864 were enti-
tled ““An Aect to apportion the State into Senatorial Dis-
tricts.”! and ‘“An Act apportioning the State into Repre-
sentative Distriets.”* They were approved on April 5 and
March 28 I‘t-‘H])t"{.‘T'i\'i‘l}'.

The ratio for the senatorial apportionment was ‘‘one Sen-
ator for each seventeen thousand two hundred inhabitants
or fl'::’i-:_ftiull T]'lt'I't’Hf t*x(*flt*t,lillg nll*.*-]l:l]f ill t':u*ll Htﬁnutnrial
District.” For the representative apportionment it was
fixed at ‘‘one Representative to eight thousand four hun-
dred and 1i1i’r} inhabitants or fraction thereof wlll:ll tO one-
half in each Representative District.”

The one act apportioned forty-eight Senators among
I Laws of lowa, 18064, p. 157,

2 T.ains “.f Jfr_}il”.‘r'jl', l?‘;“*‘ P. 127.
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fnl‘t_}.'-l'ix‘t' districts, gi\.'inj_’; to each distriet one Senator, ex-
cept the 1st, 22d, and 34th, which were assigned two each.
( See ‘\I:lll XX

The other act apportioned ninety-eight Representatives
among sixty-seven districts as follows: To the 41st, four;
to the 1st, Tth, 32d, and 46th, three each; to the 2d, 3d,
8th, 9th, 10th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st, 25th, 26th, 30th,
33d, 34th, 35th, 36th, 37th, 47th, 50th, and 51st, two
each; and to all others one each. (See Map XXIII.)

DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 1866

The two acts relative to districting and apportionment
passed by the Eleventh (General Assembly in 1866 were
entitled ‘‘An Act apportioning the State of Iowa 1nto Sen-
atorial Distriets”! and ‘“An Act apportioning the State of
[owa into Representative Districts.”’* They were approved
;\pl'i] Y and .\]rl'il ’ l'l‘Hl)t*{'Ti\{t‘]}'.

The ratio for the senatorial apportionment was ‘‘one Sen-
ator to eighteen thousand inhabitants or fraction thereof
equal to one-half in each Senatorial Distriet.” For the rep-
resentative apportionment it was fixed at ‘‘one Representa-
tive to eight thousand five hundred inhabitants or fraction
thereof equal to one-half in each Representative District.”

The one act apportioned forty-nine Senators among forty-
six districets, giving to each district one Senator, except the
Ist, 22d, and 34th which were assigned two each. (See

The other act apportioned ninety-nine Representatives

! Laws of lowa, 1866, p. 117.

* Laws of Towa, 1866, p. 152,
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ASSEMBLY DISTRICTING IN IOWA 579

among sixty-eight distriets as follows:—To the 41st. four:
to the 1st, 32d, 33d, and 46th, three each: to the 2d. 3d.
7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st, 25th. 26th.
30th, 34th, 35th, 36th, 37th, 47th., 50th. and Hlst, two
each: and to all others one each. ( SNee M:t]} XXV.)

DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 1868

The two acts relative to districting and apportionment
passed by the Twelfth General Assembly 1n 1868 were
entitled ““An Aect apportioning the State into Senatorial
Districts”! and ““An Aect apportioning the State of Iowa
into Representative Districts, and Declaring the Ratio of
Representation. 7* They were approved on April 8 and
;\pl'il ( ]'E‘H}}t‘{_'fi‘s'{‘]l}'.

The ratio for the senatorial apportionment was fixed at
‘‘one Senator to twenty-two thousand and five hundred
mmhabitants 1n each senatorial district.” For the representa-
tive apportionment it was ‘‘one representative for every
nine thousand eight hundred and fifty inhabitants in each
representative distriet.”

The one act apportioned fifty Senators among torty-eight
districts, giving to each district one Senator, except the 22d
and 35th which were assigned two each. (See Map XXVI.)

The other act apportioned one hundred Representatives
among sixty-nine districts, as follows:—To the 49th, four;
to the 1st, 30th, and 31st, three each; to the 2d, 3d, 4th.
5th, 6th, 23d, 24th, 25th, 26th, 28th, 29th, 32d, 33d, 36th,
37th, 47th, 48th, 51st, 52d, H4th, 55th, and 60th. two each:
and to all other districts one each. (See Map XXVII.)

» Laws of ITowa, 1868, p. 268.
» Laws of Towa, 1868, p. 209,
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ASSEMBLY DISTRICTING IN IOWA H&1

DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 1870

The two acts relative to districting and apportionment
passed by the Thirteenth General Assembly in 1870 were
entitled ‘“An Act ;\]}lml‘t'-i{rllillg the State of lowa into Sen-
atortal Distriets”! and ‘“An Act Apportioning the State of
lowa into Representative Districts, and Declaring the Ratio
of Representation.”” They were approved on April 16
and i\ljl‘il 13 l‘f-r-:lwt_*i'i\‘t*l}'.

The ratio for the senatorial apportionment was ‘“‘one Sen-
ator to twenty-five thousand inhabitants, or fraction thereof
equal to one-half in each senatorial district.” For the rep-
resentative apportionment it was fixed at ‘‘one representa-
tive for every eleven thousand one hundred and seventy
inhabitants, in each representative district.”

T'he one act apportioned fifty Senators among forty-nine
distriets, giving to each distriet one, except the 22d which
was assigned two. (See Map XXVIII.)

The other act apportioned one hundred Representatives
among seventy districts as follows:—To the 1st, 30th, 31st.
and 49th, three each; to the 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th. 6th. 23d.
24th, 25th, 26th, 28th, 29th, 32d, 33d, 36th, 37th. 45th.
47th. 48th. 51st. 52d. 55th. and 60th. two I":lt']l: and to all

H’[ht‘l'r-; Olne f*;]_{,']], (..‘“;m* ;\-I:lp \\l\)

DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 1872

The two acts relative to (lir-;tl'i{.'fillg and ;L}i]ml'tinm“pm
passed by the Fourteenth General Assembly in 1872 were

entitled ‘< An Act Apportioning the State of lowa into Sena-

! Laws of Iowa, 1870, p. 234.

€2

? Laws of ITowa, 1870, p. 135.
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torial Distriets”! and ¢“An Act Apportioning the State 1nto
Representative Districts, and Declaring the Ratio of Repre-
sentation.”® 'l'hey were approved on April 23.

The ratio for the senatorial apportionment was “‘one sen-
ator to thirty thousand inhabitants. or fraction thereof equal
t6 one-half in each senatorial district.” For the representa-
tive apportionment it was ‘‘one representative for every
twelve thousand and five hundred inhabitants, 1n each rep-
resentative distriet.”

The one act :Lplmrtinnm_l fifty Senators among fifty dis-
tricts.  (See Map XXX.) The other n]rlmrtinnud one hun-
dred Representatives among seventy-three districts, giving
to the 1st. 30th. 31st, and 56th, three each; to the 2d, 3d,
6th. 24th. 25th, 26th, 27th, 29th, 32d, 33d, 36th, 37th,
50th. 51st, 53d, H4th, 55th, 5H8th, and 61st. two each; and

to all others one each. (See Map X'XXI.)

DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 1874

The one act passed by the Fifteenth General Assembly 1n
1874, entitled ‘‘An Act Apportioning the State into Repre-
sentative Districts and Declaring the Ratio of Representa-
tion,” was approved on March 23.°

[t fixed the ratio at ‘‘one I‘t*]n'vﬂelltnﬁ\'t' for every twelve
thousand and five hundred inhabitants, in each representa-
tive district,” and :1_ppnl'1‘imml one hundred H.u[:ruseumtives
among seventy-three districts as follows:— To the 1st, 30th,
21st. and 56th. three each; to the 2d, 3d, 6th., 24th, 25th,

————————

' Laws of Towa ( Private, Local, and Temporary Acts), 1872, p. 101.
t Laws of Towa (Private, Local, and Temporary Acts), 1872, p. 917,

3 Laws of Towa ( Private, Local, and Temporary Acts), 1874, p. 71.

[ 9 T
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o6th. 27th. 29th. 32d, 33d, 36th, 37th, 50th, 51st, 53d,
s4th 55th. 58th. and 61st, two each; and to all others one
each. Thus it will be seen that the act of 1874 follows the
act of Apnl 23, 1872, literally as to the ratio, number of
districts, composition ot districts, number of Representa-

tives, and apportionment. (See Map XXXI.)

DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 1876

The two acts passed by the Sixteenth General Assembly
in 1876 were entitled ‘‘An Aect Apportioning the State of
[owa into Senatorial Districts”’! and ‘‘An Act Apportion-
ing the State into Representative Districts, and Declaring
the Ratio of ]:t-‘pl‘t.*:-ét’llfilf.li'fll.Hz They were :tmn-m'ed on
March 17.

The ratio for the senatorial apportionment was **one sen-
ator to forty thousand inhabitants, or fraction thereof equal
to one half. in each senatorial district.” For the repre-
sentative :qumrtinnnwnt it was fixed at ‘‘one 1'el}l'¢-esfr11‘f;1tiw
for every fourteen thousand one hundred inhabitants in each
representative district.”

The one act apportioned fifty Senators among fifty dis-
tricts.  (See Map XXXII.) The other apportioned one
hundred Representatives among seventy-eight districts as
tollows:—To the 32d and 51st, three each; to the 1st, 2d,
3d, 6th, 22d, 26th, 27th, 31st, 34th, 37th, 38th, 46th, 47th,
49th, 50th, 54th, 63d, and 65th, two each: and to all others
one each. (dee M&]l X XXIII.)

1 Laws of Towa, 1876, p. 163

t Laws of Towa, 1876, p. 1569

R
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YT

DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 1878

The districting and apportionment by the Seventeenth
(eneral Assembly 1n 1878 was solely for l:t-‘lll't‘r-if‘lltill_i\'t-‘ﬂ.
The act. entitled ‘‘An Act J\Iu]mrtinuin;__: the State 1nto
Representative Districts and Declaring the Ratio of Repre-
sentation,”” was approved on March 26.1 It fixed the ratio
at ‘‘one rv]:rt-:-:.vututirt* for every fourteen thousand one
hundred inhabitants, in each representative distriet,”’ and
apportioned the one hundred I{v[rl't-rarnt:.ltiw:a among sev-
enty-eight districts as follows:—To the 32d and 51st, three
each: to the 1st. 2d, 3d, 6th, 22d, 26th, 27th, 31st, 34th,
37th. 38th. 46th. 47th, 49th, 50th, 54th, 63d, and 65th,
two each: and to all others one each. In other words the
act of 1878 was simply a reénactment of the lll'l_ik'isiun:: of
the act of March 17, 1876, relative to ]‘P})I'E'Ht‘llf-:lti\'{‘ district-

ing and apportionment. (See Map X XXT11.)

DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN | 880 ¢

T'he one act ln:l:-:r-:m.l by the l‘]ightt-'t*nth (veneral AHHH!HM}'.

entitled ‘*An Act ;\}rlml'tinlling the State into Representa-

§ i

-~

tive Distriets and Declaring the Ratio of Representation,’
was approved March 24. [t made no changes in the ratio,
distriets, and apportionment of the acts of 1876 and 1878
which it followed closely 1n every detail. (See Map
XX XIII.)
DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 1882
The two acts passed by the Nineteenth General Assem-

bly in 1882 relative to districting and apportionment were
L Laws of Towa, 1878, p. 144,
* Laws of Towa, 1880, p. 109,

— |
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entitled ‘“An Act Apportioning the State of lowa Into Sen-
atorial Districts”’! and ‘“An A ct .\lvlmr'l‘in!lillg the State
into Representative Districts and Declaring the Ratio of
Representation. * They were :qulsl'm'vnl on March 23 and
;\]ll'i] ] I‘t‘r-i]u*t'ti\'{*l}'.

The ratio for the senatorial apportionment was ‘‘one sen-
ator for forty-six thousand inhabitants.” For the represent-
ative apportionment 1t was fixed at ‘‘one representative tor
every sixteen thousand eight hundred and fifty inhabitants,
in each representative distriet.”

The one act apportioned the fifty Senators among fifty
distriets. (See Map XXXIV.) The other :111}11}]'til}]1t‘l1 one
hundred Representatives among eighty-eight districts, giv-
ing to the 1st, 2d, 6th, 22d, 33d, 35th, 38th, 39th, 48th,

50th, 52d, and 64th, two each, and to all others one each.

(See Map XXXV.)

DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 1854

The one act passed by the Twentieth (eneral Assembly
in 1884, entitled ‘“An Act to Apportion the State 1nto
Representative Districts and Declaring the Ratio of Repre-
sentation,” was approved Aprl 7.° [ts provisions relative
‘6 ratio. number of members, number and composition
of districts, and apportionment are identical with those of
the act of April 1, 1882. (See Map XXXV.)

\ Laws of Towa, 1882, p. 147.

2 LHH'H HT_I'- J’ll“'fr‘ 1?‘":"*"_3‘ }1_ ]'!.p:ll

8 Laws of Towa, 1884, p. 180.
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DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 1886

The two acts relative to districting and apportionment
Ililh?-lt*{] l_n}' the ’[‘u'f'-nt'_\ first (reneral ;\H-it‘lll}il}' In 18386 were
entitled ““*An Aect Fixing the Number of Senators in the
(reneral .\Hhi‘llllil‘\', *\[:[mrtinning them among the Several
Counties According to the Number of Inhabitants in Kach,
and Dividing the State into Senatorial Districts”! and ‘‘An
Act to Apportion the State into Representative Districts and
Declaring the Ratio of Representation.”* "They were ap-
I}l'nx‘t*tl On \lrlll [ 0,

The ratio for senatorial apportionment was not declared;
but the number of Senators was fixed at fifty and appor-
tioned among fifty districts. (Dee Map XXXVI.)

For the representative apportionment the ratio was fixed
at ‘‘one Representative for every twenty-four thousand
inhabitants.” On this basis one hundred Representatives
were apportioned among ninety-four districts as follows:—
To the 31st, 37th., 43d, 45th, 48th, and 69th, two each;
and to all others one each. (See Map XoReXAVALE)

DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 1888
The one act passed by the Twenty-second (veneral Assem-
bly 1n 1888 entitled ‘*An Act to ,.\]rl;ul"tiull the State into
Representative Districts and Declaring the Ratio of Repre-
sentation,”® was approved April 12. It was practically a
reénactment of the act of April 10, 1886, on the same sub-
ject. The ratio, the number of Representatives, the num-

1 j“l;’_‘!‘“rh‘ fj_lr‘ IFJ'H”.I“ th{ii I'.'r 1

2 Laws of ITowa, 1886, p. 172.

8 Laws of ITowa, 1888, p. 22

3
A
4
1




/
IwiNnedaG0O

s HELD

/{ ) ds 0
". \ (A

=g
<

T ;: ,
(/Z“/TT*P bf':ﬂ—;- a4
- 5l
— __‘,.:'_..
S

}(\ AUDUBON|

N
‘ \ !

W O R li{ H n‘_-g%u ;,L,*.f

= DALILAS
"---J'\.-l‘ =
_*“:\ j .\“-‘-

m\;—\. e b ot

— |
; -
n‘" /L LS i
[ " GONER
) s (N3 OUNEe L AR K
;[1 }'..-'I j -?.J
YRexMo P Ve .} DLI,_:C &
¥ / o A
5

MAP

Hl_\ ATORIAIL

XXXIV

IISTRICTS

1882

L




r04 IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS

ber and mm]nmiriun of districts. and the :'qqun'tiumm*nt of
the two acts are the same in every essential detail. (See

Map XXXVIL)

DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 1890

The one act relative to districting and apportionment
passed by the Twenty-third (General Assembly 1n 1390 and
entitled ‘‘An Act to Apportion the State into Representa-
tive Distriets and declaring the ratio of the I't-‘lll't’?‘*t‘ll’fﬂt'i{!Il"1
Wwas :111|r1'u\'4*ll \11\ l. lt Ii.\'t'{l 1111;* I':ltin nf :l]l]lnl"[itillllit‘ll’(
at ‘‘one ]'t*]n't*m*llt:lf'ﬁ't% from t'\'t‘l'}‘ t'i;_fll'(t‘t*!l t'hnllr«:lllll :ilul
tve hundred inhabitants,” established ninety-one distriets,
and :qr]mrtimml the one hundred Hvl>1'v.-:t'=11t':ltirt-.-a so as to
gfi‘.'v each distriet one, except the 1st, 21st, olst, 37th, 43d,
(5th. 48th. 58th. and 69th districts which were entitled to

two each. (See Map XXXV

DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 1892

The two acts relative to districting and apportionment
passed by the T'wenty-tourth (General Assembly 1 1392
were entitled ‘“An Act fixing the number of senators 1n the
(General Assembly apportioning them among the several
counties according to the number of inhabitants in each,
and dividing the state into senatorial districts”’® and ‘‘An
Act to apportion the state 1nto I'l‘l)l't‘:-‘.t‘lltflt.i\'t‘- distriets and
declaring the ratio of representation.”” They were approved

on A]n'il 6.

1 Laws of Towa, 1890, p. 170.
* Laws of Towa, 1892, p. 105.

8 Laws of Towa, 1892, p. 107.

———— . _—
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The act relative to senatorial districting and apportion-
ment left undisturbed the districting and apportionment of
the act of April 10, 1886 on the same subject. (See page H92
and Map XXXVI.) The other act of 1892 fixed the repre-
sentative ratio at ‘‘one T‘*'|II't'Ht‘Ili:_lti\'t‘ from every T“‘t*tlf}'-
two thousand inhabitants” and apportioned the one hundred
l:t'lII't‘*&t‘Tltilfi\'i‘H among ninety-one districts as follows:—To
the 1st. 21st. 31st, 37th, 43d, 45th, 48th, 58th, and 69th,
two each: and to all others one each. (See Map XXXTX.)

DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 18U4

The act passed by the Twenty-fifth (General Assembly 1n
1894. entitled ‘‘An Aect to :1.[1}H11'1'iull the State 1nto repre-
centative districts and declare the ratio of 1*91'n‘vﬁentminn,"1
was approved April 24. [ts provisions as to ratio of repre-
sentation, number of l{vl11'{--sv11t:1tiw.~a, number and composi-
tion of distriets, and apportionment were precisely those of

the act of April 6, 1892. (See Map XXXTIX.)

DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 18906

The two acts relative to distrieting and apportionment
passed by the Twenty-sixth (General Assembly 1 1896 were
entitled “‘An Aect fixing the number of senators in the gen-
eral assembly, apportioning them among the several coun-
ties according to the number of inhabitants in each and

dividing the state into senatorial districts”* and ‘“An Act

tO ul:lmﬁ'iun the state 1mto 1'{*}11':-.~4£*111':1f.ii‘u districts and de-
1 Laws of Towa, 1894, p. 107.

2 J.aws fi[f lowia. 1?"-'.”‘1._ p. 128,

ey R
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clare the ratio of representation.” May 2 is the date of
“their approval.

The one act |rl'~t'-**l“~.'t*tl In 11“ 1tS details the z-ét*ll:lhl]'i:".] dis-
tricting and apportionment of the act of April 10, 1836,
which had been reénacted by the Twenty-fourth (General
Assembly in 1892. (See Map X XXVI.) The other adopted
the representative districting and apportionment ot the acts

of 1892 and 1894. (See Map X XXIX.)

DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 1898
The one act relative to districting and apportionment
passed by the Twenty-seventh General Assembly in 1898,
entitled ‘“An Aect to apportion the State into Representa-
tive Districts and declare the ratio of representation,’* was
approved April 12. It made no changes in the representa-
tive districting and apportionment ot 1892, 1894, and 1896.
(See Map XXXIX.)
DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 1900
«“An Act to apportion the state 1nto representative dis-
tricts and declare the ratio of representation,” which was
passed by the Twenty-eighth (General Assembly and ap-
proved Aprl 6, 1900, simply recnacted the legislation of
1892, 1894, 1896, and 1898. (DSee Map X XXIX.)

DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 1902
The two acts relative to districting and amu_n’tiunment-
])élHHHd by the ’l‘wefnt}'-ninth (eneral Assembly in 1902,

entitled ‘“An Act fixing the number of senators in the Gen-
! Laws of Towa, 1896, p. 130.
* Laws of Towa, 1898, p. 104.
8 Laws of Towa, 1900, p. 125.
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]

eral Assembly, apportionine them among the several coun-
ties according to the number of inhabitants in each, and
t]i‘x'it]illf_’.' the state into senatorial distriets?’? and ‘“An Act to
apportion the state into representative districts and declare
ﬂ.li‘ I‘:lTin ot ]'l"IJI'f"*'l‘IltiltilIH.“'I were :tlipl‘n\tﬂl OT1 ‘\Ejl*il 1 2.

The one act preserved the senatorial cistricting and ap-
[}nl‘ﬁnlllllt*?lt 0f 1886, 1892, and 1 SY6, (:"';t*i’ _\]zll} \\\\])
The other fixed the ratio of representative apportionment
at ‘‘one representative from every thirty-six thousand
(36,000) 1mhabitants.”” and apportioned the one hundred
Representatives among ninety-three districts 21ving to each
district one t‘_"{{T{-‘}}T the 31st, 37th. 45111. ~-l-:=[']l., 4-?\'“1* H58th.

and 69th, which were allotted two each. (See Map X1..)

DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT IN 1904

The act relative to {lir-:t'i'ivfin}_:‘ and :l[;}u}l'tiumnt*nt lr:l:-ar-;utl
by the Thirtieth General Assembly in 1904, entitled ‘“An
Act to apportion the state into representative districts and
declare the ratio of representation.”? fixed the ratio at ‘‘one
representative from every twenty-seven thousand nine hun-
dred (27,900) inhabitants.” But the number of Repre-
sentatives, the number and composition of distriets and the
apportionment among the districts were left the same as in
the act of April 12, 1902. (See Map XL.)

Bexsamin F. SHamBaven
ThHE STATE UNIVERSITY OF JlowaA
[lowa Crry

1 Laws of ITowa, 1902, p. 168,
? Laws of Towa, 1902, p. 170.
? Laws of ITowa, 1904, p. 163.




