
.1\. arlJ'" a · l <' 3~l th que tion of the r gro 111ade it 1£ 
felt in Io,, a. In that ),. ar 'An .1\ ct to R gulate Black 

and ::\Iulattoe '' n~a 1 a eel b r the Legi 1lati\ .-1.\ , mbl .1 

B the JJrov-ri ion of thi act ,,T r N gro r :Jf ulatt be£01· 

ent ring the rr rrit r T -n"a rec1l1ired t ho,,r a C rtificate of 

freedom l111der eal of a juclge or ju tice and to c11r and 
gi "-e a bond of :fl, e h 11ndr d d liar to i11. ur hi. ood 

b ha\ i r. n failm·e to COIDJ>l3r " rith the e })1'0\7 i ion 11·0-

ceeding for the 8 izur· of the offende1· ,,.,ere to be in titut cl 
at one · ancl an}., })e1•:1on hiring or ngaging any Ieg1·0 or 

Mulatto ·\1th ha l not gi·r·en l)ond -r{a 11bje t to a fine of 

not l .... uu than fi", nor more than one hundrecl dollar . 

'fh ea1·lie t la "'e ca in the hi tory 0£ I o,,,.a ,va ni tlie 
J.ltrttte1· o,t· Ralj;h ( Ct colored r,ictn.) o,i Iutbeas Corpu,1 ,,rhi h 

eame before the upr 1ne court of the T rrit ry at the Jul 

term in 1 3~). 2 Ral1 h had been a ·lave in fi ouri but 

had outracted ,,,ith hi ma ter to 1',.ork in I wa and to 

purcha e hi freedom at the end 0£ .fi,re ear on l)ayment 

of five hundred and fifty dollar 1\'lth five year ' int re t. 
Failing to n1al<e lJa)·m nt he vva iz d by hi ruaste1~. 

,,rheret1pon the ca e wa brought b £01·e the 1l1pr me ourt 

£ r h aring u1)on an a1)1)lication for a '\TI1.t 0£ lictbeas co1p1t . 
rue£ Ju 1tice harle fa on in delivering the deci io11 took 

1 Laws of I owa, 1838- 39, p. 65. 
2 1 irorris, 1. 
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th advanced g·r l111d that Io,Ya \\ a free oil b~~ the a ~t of 

r arcl1 6 1 :?O ,,rhich declarecl that ~la \1 J'}T i11 th ten·it01')7 

of ,,rhich Io,va f r111 d a J)a1t hall b ancl i h reb;T 

£ rev r }JrohilJit (l. 1 II h lcl that th ma t r "rho, l1b-

ec1l1entl.)7 to that act 11ern1itt d hi la,7 to b corn a 

re ·ident i11 the 'I' rritor,T of Io,,ra col1lcl 11ot i1fter,vards ., 

x rci e any aet of 0,1.rner~hip o, r lu1u ,,~ithin the aid 

T rritor}r· .A.\.nd ,vhil the la,,,r <lid not in XJ)re term. 

takP aTI-a)T the ma'"'t r })l' p Ii)'", it clitl cle ·lar that la,~ 

\\F re no longe1· pro11erty at all o that h legal rein die 

£or it re. toration b came alt g th r aunihilat <.l. 

In th "011 'titutio11al ( 1On, e11tion of l e 41 a pecial con1-

mittee in re l)Oll e to })etition ,,rhich hatl b n })re nt d 

from t1nclry citizen re1> rte l ou tl1 <-1ue tion of .i. ... eg1· 

citizen l1ip. 2 In their 1·eport the con1n1itt e adruittecl the 

truth of the J>l'OJ)O itio11 thnt 4 all m n ar reatetl ec111al 
and ar enclo,,~ecl b their ~reator "ith ce1i:ai11 inalienabl 

right , '' and that the black man right ar a ~a.er d a 
tho e 0£ the ,,,bite man a11cl hould l)e o regarded. The 

committee1 how ever helcl that th e trt1th b cou1 1nodified 

,vhen ma11 is con idered a a J)art t)f the artificial tate in 
which government J)lace~ hi111. It ,,ra co11cluded that the 

,vhole ubject , houlcl be treated a a c.1 ue tion of public 

policy and contract '" h re elf-int re t i jt1 t a properly 
consulted a in a private contract. ''rh n gro not being 
a party to the go,T rnment, ha no right to partake of it 

1 
"An 1\ ct to authorize the people of Iissouri territory to form a constitution 

and a state government, and for the admission of such state into the Union on 
an equal footing with the original stn-tes, an<l to prohibit slavery in certain ter
ritories. ''-U. S. 1c;ta.tutes at Large, Vol. III, p. 6J6. 

2 
Shamba.ugh

1
s lltstorzJ of th.e ConstitutioM of Iotoa, pp 212-218. 

• 



pri,·ilege . ' 1 l\lan T p iti n were recei \·ed u th r port 

ancl althol1gh it 11·a laicl on th talJl , it r })re ent cl th 
domina11t entiment i11 Io,,"a at tl1at tim . 

'Th c1u , ti n 0£ X egro ·ufl'rag "Ta, . ettlecl in th Con

vention of l l 4-4: and in th ,,1l)~et111 11t 1on,· nti 11 f 1 46 

by exclu(li11g color d citizen fro1n th 1)ri, ilege~ £ the 

uffrag . I11 the ~on, ... enti n f 1 ' .3,.. th c111e tion a to 

"'·h ther the .1. .... gr -;hould l)e nllo\ve<l to v te in I o,,ra ,,ra 
refe1·red to the 11e 1)1 , b)T ,,·h m it " 'a, clecidecl that the 

K egro ,va not to 11j0}7 th right of , 1rfl'rage. Incleed 11ot 
until the .,, ar 1 ' ti dicl the l)lack man njoy,. th right and 

privil ge I of £1111 citizen hi1) · for in that }·ear the ,,·orcl 
' TI7hite ,va. tricken £ro1u the uffrag clat1 'e of the ( 1on-

tit11ti n, 2 ancl the ~egro 1) came 'fre and ec1ual in la1'-" 
a ; ,, 11 a i11 £a t. 

,\Then Io,va be<;am a ). 'tate in 1 4G th 1)01111latior1 n11m

b red 102, 3 · ' . 1 he Ter1~itor and all the don1ain urround
i11g it I a~·e ilil ouri hacl been re 1 r,,.ed for freedom b the 

~ii 1ou11. L1om1)r n1i e £ 1 20. A1uong the arly , ttler 

0£ Io,, a " Tere 1unny 1) 1· 011 fro1n th 8ol1th. They came 

fron1 , .... irginia and the ( 1arolina , from Georgia, I ntu ky, 

ancl 'fe11ne.- ee. Great numl) r came £rom l\Ii ou1'i and 

Illinoi . IT ot all of the ·e . ettler had been la v·e o, ne1· 

bt1t the hacl li \Ted in a co111ml1nity wher la,Ter)- ,va on
si<lel'etl only nat11ral a11cl ri ·ht. Thu it ume al)Ol1t that ~· 

not onl}- " "ere th re 1)eo1Jle in loYva ,Yho 01 enly fa, ored 

la\Tery bl1t th re ,\ ere other ,,,.ho a tiv ly ncol1rag d the 
in titution. 

1 ,Journal of the Conventlon of 1844, pp 52-55. 

! ~hau1baugh's Docu.1nentciry :Jf aterial Relating lo the llistory of I o1ua, Vol. I, 
p. 2G5. 



ntil a ·~{ ar <)r t,,, aft r th admi . ion of Io,v·a into the 
~ 

nion OJ)ini 11 ancl nti111ent 011 the _}a,1er~ r r1 ue-._tion ,,Ter 

pa i \1e a11d did not a t11n ~lll)' cl fi11it form. The n "r 
maehinery of i ... tate go,r r111u 11t "a adj u ting it~elf · th 

reJ)re ntati \: e, i11 1011g·r I.; had n t Jr t n1acle th ir infl uenc 

£ 1 · ·trearu. of i1n1uigrant were })Ouring into the ~'tate · 

i tie. a11cl to,,·n ,,·ere ~1)ri110-ing UJ); ancl the ttl r '" a 

\·ery,vh re intere t cl in breaking the oil, clearing the tim
ber, and ga.rn ring hi h,1r, t. 

'l'he J)1·inci1)le of h "'\\' ilrn t I ro,·i o1 beca111 a11 i. tt of 

nationa1 i1nporta11ce in ·the campaign of 1 -!0 a11d 1 l~ .30. 

rrhe ,\ hig J)ait}· in the Io,, a ~tat ("on, ention trongl)T 

favorecl the ap1)lication of thi I 1·0, i o to all territor)- then 

abot1t to lJe ac<1t1ired bjr the nited "tat . rrh )" de11ot1nced 
the reft1 al of the De111ocratic })aii}y to in truct the "enator 

in Co11gre.. to \.,Ote for the n1ea t11·e, and declarecl tl1at the 
federal gov·er11ment hould adopt the n ce ar}- 1 gi lation 

to relieve it elf of the re })Oll il ilit)r 0£ the in titt1tion of 

sla,1ery. 2 rrhe l)e1nocrat , on the ther hand cleemed it 

inexi)edient and i1npro1> r to acld to the further di traction 
of tl1e JJU blic 1nind by demnncling in the name of the ,,rj}. 

mot Provi o ,, hat 1\Tas alread) ampl ecl1red b) the ln,,r 0£ 
the land. 8 

Senator .1:.\. ugu tu . Dodge ( from I ,,Ta) 01 1)0 ed the 
measur in the United 8tate · Senate and triumphantlJ,. de
clared that Iowa ,va the only free ._"tate ,, .. hich ne,Ter gav·e 

,vay to the doctrine. Spealci.11g on the floor 0£ the l Tnited 

1 Congressional Globe, 2d Session, 29th Congress, p. 303. 
2 Resolutions of the 1'1 h ig .. tate Con, ention, Jnne 30, 184.0. 
8 llesolutions of the Democratic 'tate Con, ention, ,June 28, 18.J:9. 



tate .. nat he aicl: 'Th ti1ne, in my hu111ble jutlg-

m nt ha come ,,Th n the re1)re entati \T • and })eo1)l from 

the free tate if the: ,,,.i. 11 to })re. rv·e th" 11nion of tl1 ~ 
tat : mt1. t tal{ a t:'1.nd a 1 oltl a11cl clet r111i11ecl . ta11d 

again t the fi·e . 11irit of abolitioni. 111. . . . . . . ..1.. ... 0,,1 ir, I 
take my tancl again. t it ancl 'hall , ot agai11 t the £a111ou · 

,\ ... il111 t Pro\·i o ...... beca11 e it i 11. ed a a 111a. k from 

behincl "Thich alJolition e k to d . tro the 'on titut,ion, 

and a , an ine\.,itable r 11lt the l Tnion. . . . . . I am OJ}) , d 
to la\-er)r i11 e,~er}y ha1)e ancl form, ~ ·et j11:t far a. "lav· ry 
i a J)art of th 1 n. tit11tion 0£ m, ... co1111tr}~, I go for it here 

ancl el e,, .. here. ' 1 ~ ~enator (;eorge ,,r. Jone· ( from I ,, .. a) 

" ·hile cleclari11g· hi objection to .. la\-Pl'_\-1 in v l'} £or111 1 , ot cl 

again. t the cloctri11e tating that hl · ~"tate legi ,Iatnre, after 

electing hi c ilea ue and him 1£ to th Her1ate, re:f',t. ell in 
the 1no. t ID}Jhatic manne1· to i11, trt1ct it. ._ 'enator to ll})

port the 111 a ur . 2 

'fhe l)a, ·age of tl1e gr at C 1111)r 111i of 1 · St) e m to 

ha\"e 111 t ,,rith the a1)J)ro,~al of the pe })l of the State of 

Io,,ra. 'fh ,\Thig t ol~ 110 <lecid d tanc.1 agai11 t it, a11d 

the De111ocrat: hail d it a 1 a l)eace offering. ~1e11ator l)oclge 

till OJ)po ·eel la ver. i 11 the ab 1t rn.ct l t1t ..; 11p1)orted thi 

n1 a ure 011 ·on titl1tional gro11ncl . In the ear after 

th I a ,'age of the 1Jill re olution on th 1om1)1·01111.·e 
,vere pab d b).,. the G neral .L\. e1111Jly .. of I o,va. 8 The e 

r . oll1ti n.:, ,,Thich ,;v· r introdt1c cl in Congre , cleelarecl 

that "\\ nate,,.er ma)T lJe th OJ)i11ion , f inili \ ic.l t1al · a. to 

1 C'otl{Jtesstonal Globe. 1st Session, 31st Cong1ess, pp 1085-l OSi 
2 lbld, p. 1710. 
3 L a10B of I owa, 1 50- .31, p. 241. 



th J)Olic}r or cl tail~ t1f aitl c 1111>ro111i '"" 111 a'"'t1re~ ~r t it i~ 
th <l ut~ T of e,r r)r good ·itiz 11 to ·011for111 to th ir r (J uisi
tio11 -- a11d ·i.1rr)-r th 111 ot1t i11 o- od f,1itl1. ~eki110· their 1noclifi-.. 

atio11 or re1> ~al, if 11 ·h i.:l1ot1l(l 1Je 11 ce ,11')7 , in th 1ua11n r 
·ont illJ)lat cl b) tl1e (. ,on it11tio11 t111d h la ,,r . 1 I._' enator 

Jon · ,,ra certai11 that the re,<)lutil)ll ref-1 ·t cl the ~euti-

111en of tl1e D mo ·riltic 11n1i} a11d of n. 1urtll }) rtio11 of 
th ·,,rhig of Io,,ra. Ili.., collet1g11e lJoa tecl thrtt the loYva 

~' nntor ,, ere t,,ro £ t,he tl1ree ~ 11rttor fro111 the free 

~ 'tat~ ,Yho ,rotecl for tl1e 101n1)ro111ise 1nea .. 11r a11d that 

.. 

1 

er1ator ,J 011e hacl "'i11ce 1> 11 r tl1r11 d to th T 11i t d ~tate 

.. 

1 

euat ,,~itl1ot1t an;· bj eti u frt)111 a11}T 1) 111ocrat or "\\Thig 
on accot111t of hi ,~ote 011 thi bill. 2 

-'\.. notable fugiti,, la\·e ca~e ir1 the earl) hi tor} ... of Io,,~a 

l\ a. that of Rt1el lJ(t(J[/ · \7 
• El,!,,, lt1·c1::it r et al., ,,hich 

can1e Lefore th cou1i at I{l1rlington i11 .J 1111 1 c\ 50. 8 rI he 

1>1aintiff ,va a la\·e o,,rner fro111 l\ii ~011ri ancl charg cl the 
defencla11t · ,,,ith harboring a11cl \one ali11g hi .. la,·e:. an<.l 

,vith l1incleri11g· a11cl J)re,·e11ting· their r ca1)t11r . Incle111nit~ ... 

to the e .. te11t of te11 thou a11cl tlollnr"' ,va a keel fo1· the 

damage clone him 1 }r '"·iolatior1 of the act of ongre.. £ 
F ebr11ary 12, 1708. 4 rl'he ca. e l1ad been conti1111etl from 

term to term and l1ad attractecl ,,~icle attentio11. The in truc

tion of J11dge J. J. Dy r to th~ jur) t1i ·cl , th attitud 
of the J)U blic n1i11d to,vard the ci1 e at that ti1ne. I-le aid: 

''Y 011, gentlemen, have 1>at i ntly and calml}~ heard thi 

1 
Oong,.essional Globe, 1st ession, 32cl C'ongres , p. 700 

2 
Ibid, 1st Session, 33d Congress, Appendix, p. 370. 

• Annals of lowcc, April, 1Sl03, pp. !l- 46. 
4 U. S. Statutes at Large, Vol. I, p. 302 

• 



a . ancl th r lJ .. h ,v·n that ~t t1 a1)1)r iut it. i1111) 1iia11ce. 

. . . . . . "\\ 'r"ith the g 11 ral x ·ite111 ut 011 thi · L ulJject a11<.l 

the 111ail)'" })ln.u for it . ettlement u so111 ati "factory 1Ja. i , 

,v·e ha, 11<.)thing tc> l . ur tJll iue. . 110\, i:--; ,,·ith th la,v 

anll the 1 11 titutio11 a· th~) n.r , anll not a ,ve thi11l,. th : 
Ol1gh t to })e ~ and I cl tl l)t 11ot, g 11 tle1u 11, that )' ot1 Y,ill 

co1ue to th iu, ... e t igatio11 of thi ca e i11 }~011r r tir \n1e11t 

,,·ith n1i11cl t111bia · (1 t1111)r j11clicecl, and ,,·ith a • i11cer 

d .:ir tc> r nd r ·r·uur , erdi ·t i11 accorcla11ce ,,rith the la,, a11<.l .,, 

,~icl nee : ul>mitted to ) C>tl. ' I..,. ot,,~jth, 1ta11lli11g the i11t 11. e 

pO})l1lar £eeli11g and l)r j l1clic on eacl1 j <.l e £ t l1 ca.. , th 

jtll') follo,v·ed the i11 trt1ctio11 £ the j 11dge n11cl after 1) ~ing 

t1t an l1ol1r or t,, o rett1r11ecl a \" relict of gt1ilt)r. arid the 

1 lai11tiff ,, a a ,,~arclecl t"·en t) -nine h l111clretl clollt11-. n. cla,lll
ao- . 

0 

rrhe \\Dig CUJllP i11t ] )t)\"\'(-;l' in Iovta i11 1 ,)4. \\ itl1 th 
el ction 0£ (iov· 1·11or Ja,rne \\r. Grin1e . rrl1i , ~au1 ) ear 

\\"1.tn .. eel the IJa, t1ge <>f the 1,.. a 11 a - ... T l)ra ka .L\ ct. ~en

ator Dodge ,,·a~ a fir111 lJe lie,·er i11 th do ·triu f . '(l t1atter 

o,· rei,.,·11t)· ' 1t11(l regart1ecl tl1e l)ill al the 11ol)le t tril t1 t 

'"·hich hacl e, er lJe ;)11 offerell b)· the 1
0 11g r e -. · of the l T 11it d 

). 'tat to th ·o, ereig·11t.Y of a fr e }) 1 0J)le. II 1 clc1.red hi , 
int 11tio11 tcJ ·vote for t ]1 bill }Jecat1, ~ it recog11i%ed th cl c

tri11e of 11011 -inter,Te11tio11 a ·· e tal)li ·heel l)y th Uon11)ron1i. ·e 

of 1 ~ 3 < ), a11cl becat1 e tl1e J)eC)})le \T hc)n1 h re1 re ented hau 

ev·er re og11izecl uncl actecl lll)Oll that doctriue. 1 

rfhe I ,·vu ,, ... hig · 0 11 tl1e other han 1 i11 ). 1 tat Con,~e11tiou 

reco 11ized the l)incling £ore:> of the )Ii '801111 101111)ro1uise, 

a11d ,-ie\v· cl the an1e n a :/i11ltZ 'ettl 111eut of the <Jtle ti n of 

1 C1ongression"l Globe, l:, t ~cs...,ion. 3:3d ungres..;;;
1 

p . :3iu. 

• 
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la.,· 1'.) ,,1 i l1i11 th geogra1)]1icnl lir11it to \'V]1i "\h it UJ)I)li cl. 
r1'11e J>l' }t 11 of .. 11ntor J)o11°·la thn tl1 l\fi, 011ri on1-

J)I'0111i" ,,1 ,l.... ll J>l r ~ <l l>) th a ·t of 1 .j I '' a l' o·arded 

a n J)l'OJ>O 1tio11 nl>.., ti rel c111cl n11 r -lt1""'011abl.) 011 it fac ·on

e i,Tecl i11 l acl faith, ~111tl })l'OIUJ)t ll h! a11 i<r11olJl a11cl 111 st 

1111,vc>rtb) a111l itio11 f()l' 11a1tsr a11<.l J>Oliti ·al J>l' f rn1ent. 

'1"11 I ,, a . ., e11t1tor:-- :1n<l ll J)re. e11tt1tiv· i11 1011gre~ ,,rer 

tro11gl}T t1rgetl to 0J)J)0.., 1 . r n.11 h<1norable 111ear1 the J)a ·
·ag() of tl1 I{n11 a. -Xel raska: l3ill of l'e11nt r Do11gla~. 1 

(xO\"'ernor (¾rim , ui <.'ll ' i11g t.11 act i11 hi i11at1g111·al 

atldre . of Decen1 l) 1· . 1 ,>-!~ (1 ·l:tr cl that the I rin1ar)' 
moti,1e <>I tl1e 1nea',;11r ,va to ext 11d th ar a of the la~te 

t rritor), nncl thu"' cri \7 a l)<)liti ~al t111re111ac}- to the ~1a, ... e

holc.li11g ~·tate~ by , irtue of r l)l'P .. e11tntit)n of la,.,e 1)1' })ert}"· 

''It i a local in tit11ti 11, and to tlle ~ 'tate~ that mai11tain it 
l)elo11g it ' re J)011. ·ibiliti n11cl it l)eril . It i. both the 
i11tere t a11d tl1e dt1t} of tl1, fr e 1-

1 tnte.. to })l' , 11t the 

incr .la e a11<l tl1e exte11 io11 of tl1 la,.. 1)0,, r b.v· e,·er. -

co11. titt1tional 1n an . . . . . . ("ongre cn11 pa . uo la" e tab

Ii hi11g or J)rohil)itir1g it i11 th t rritorie, . 1 f (, ugr ca11 

}>a .. · 1 no 11cl1 la,,T, 111t1ch l ·tt11 it tl )legate 11ch a11tl1orit .. 
to tl1e territorial legi .. latnr , o, er ,vl1c) .. e a t, it ha e,·er 
exerci ed 111) C.lr, i Ol'),. a.11tl r :-.trai11i11g 1)0 ,, .. er. . . . . . . . It 

becomes the State of Io,, a,-tl1e onl,- free chilc.l f the 
• 

l\li. "Ot1ri ('10lll})f011li, e -to } t tl1e ,,rorld l'-110,,,. that he 

,·alues the lJle , i11g~ tl1at con11)ro1ui e l1n . ecur cl to h r, 

ar1cl that he ,,·ill ne\"er ·on 11t t beco111e a J)art)~ to the 
nationalization of la, er)"·' 2 

1 llesolt1tions of the ,vlug , ta.ta Con,·cnlion, 1.'eb. 22, 18i>•L 
~ • harubaugh's .JI essayes and Procla,nations of tile Governors of Iown, \ rol. II, 

p. 14. 
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lTntil 1 .)() Io,,·a tand 011 th.} la,er) c1t1e"tit)Jl l1ticl 

b n c n er,-ati,-P rJ11t her attitucle n11tler,, e11t ft ratlic:nl 

·hang in that ). ar. B)~ tl1at tin1t< th~ Jra.11. a- .. "'el)ra. ka 

Bill ,\a ·at1 ing anarth) a11cl Lloc)cl .. hecl i11 Ira11 a. : tl1e ,·il 

£eat11re., of tl1 om 1>romi:·e of 1 { :; () ht1cl ar()t1 ·eel rent 

moral i11c.lignation · th lT ncl rgro11ntl J> ~1ilrc1n.tl ,,·a in 

.. ten i ,·e 01)eration; th ol l "'\\"'hig 1>a1i·)~ ha<l. di, i11teg·r<1tecl · 

the ... \.boliti ni t ·, ]ree .._'oil r , <li .. '"ati.·fiecl "\\' hio-,, a11cl 

I{no,-.;-:N"othi11g had a ·en1blecl in con,·e11tio11 tog ther nu<l 

had gon hom a I l t11)lican. , "·ith on ·r ll a11cl <)11e 

baJ)ti m of faith. The 1 ·t1on of J a111e ,, .... (iri1u ha(l 

indee<l entlec1 the Den1ocrati control of J c>,,·n. 
In l .'5G the ,,. ic 0£ ~, nat r Jam s IIarlar1 ( from Io,,·a ), 

whom th \\rhig had electecl to ucc etl S 11ator J)o(lg . ,,·c1.~· 

heard in a 11o~Terful a11(l eloc1l1ent s11 ech i11 favor £ a 1)ill 

authorizing the peo1)le of I a11 a to £ r1n a 1 tate 10n. ti
t11tion. J:i~ir t h argt1ed the xi. t nee of }) ,,r r i11 ('ougre . 

to }JrohilJit ~la\"er1- i11 the '1"' rritori . ·. C1ongre:· · hn.cl xer

ci ed thi JJOlver in 1 clarator)r a ·t, follon .. ing the acc111i ·ition 

of the X orth \\"e ·t 'f rrit<.1ry1 Loui iana Territ 1') , tl1e ~ 1 ta,t 

of Texa , ancl ()rego11,- mb1·aci11g a l)eriocl of ti1ne lll
mencing \,rith 17 7 an(l e11ding ,,rith 1 \' .'3<). 'fhere 'i"va not 

a ·i11gle acl ,-erse cleei. iou in th acljt1clication of all tl1e ._ ttate 

and national col1rt n· n1 the £ 11ndation £ the go\~ r11me11t. 

~, econclly, he 1 l ad for th x r ·i "e of thi 110,,rer i11 the 

orga11ization of territorial gcr\"ern111e11t ,, .. here . lav 1'}7 cli<.l 
not 1,re,·io11 ·1) exi ·t. ... T atl1ral jt1 ,, tice a inte111r ted b)1 the 

fol1nuer of the I e1)n 1)1ic lle1na11tlecl it; the l)eace an<.l c11uet 

£ the 'f rritorie rec1t1ired that thi and all great (111e tio11 

of ~cite . hould r)e ettl cl lJ)'" the ll})I'eme legi latuTe · ancl 



• 

fi11allyr, th }) tlj X l' i"' of thi, })0\\T I' ~ 111 } to l)e the 

0111;1' 111 )a11 for 1'-' torir1g o th P-'<1J>le of I,,111. ,1 tl1e 11aht 

of fr '111 11 of ,v l1i ·h th ~ r hacl lJ 11 (1 J)ri ,T (l b~ ... , iole11ce. 1 

~ 't:>tl,ltOr tJ Oile "" ho,v· \T 1', d ·lar tl tl1at tl1 \ ie,,r ' of hi 
·oll ;1°1.1e \\T -'l' Jl t thos 0£ th }J .)OJ)le of Io,,ra. 2 In J anuar; ... 

of tl1 next )•ea,1· th lecri..,lature ()f Io,vu. })t1t it~ 1£ on record 

a · t111r1 nc1.lifiecll ~r 01)110 ·eel to tl1e ft1rtl1er xte11. ion f ~la, er, T 

,vit.l1ir1 tl1e jt1ri..,cli ·tio11 or l ~ T the . a11cti 11 of the o-e11eral 

go\ r111u )11 · ' i11. i ·ting tl1at 011g·r :... ~]1all ex 1t all con

. titt1tio11al ))0\\r l' to J>re .... er,re Olll' llttti 11nl t rritor!· free. ' 

'I he re~olutio11'"' ft1rther rec1 t1e~tetl th R 11re entati,ec. and 
i11 tru ·ted t11e .._, ena.tor.;: to exe1t th ir i11tl 11ence and ,·ote for 

the ru1111i ':-.io11 of 1~rt11. a i11to the l T 11it>11 a a free ._ tate. 8 

..c\.ltho11gh tl1 :lre ,v re in tl1e Btn.te n. n11mb r of J)eople 
who fa, or cl the l 11giti,r ._ 1 la,\ e La,,r ,·a ·t lllllllb l' of la, e 
,,,er l1el1)ed to e Cll.J)e tl1rot1gh Io,,ra by 111ea11' of the ' ... Il· 

derg·rot111(l l{ailroacl. '' Thi l'<)tlt xter1d cl throt1gh the 
to,\ 11 <)f 'falJor, Le,,,i De. Ioi11es, (1ri11nell I ,,·a it)· 

v\' e t l..1ibert)', l)e ,,7itt, Lo,v l\loor, a11tl 1linto11. It J)er

ator gPuerally realizecl tl1e illegalit,\· f their act l)ut jt1 ti

fieJ th m el ,·e"' 011 the grot111(l that they ,,, re cleli ,,.eri11g an 
outragecl rac.) fron1 cr11el r,·itt1(le. 

Conclitio11s i11 l{a11 ·a.' ancl th Dretl Scott le \i i 11 w r 

matter of J)ara11101111t 111oral and J)olitical intere t from 
1 '3G to l~oO. I>e1)11blican ~011,·e11tion and g11l 111atorial 
1ne sage of that ti111 <l.er)l orecl the outrag , in l(a11sa and 
denounced tl1e polic}'" of the l)e1nocrat in regard t the 

1 
Congressional Globe, 1st ession, 34th Congress, .. \ppendix, p. 270-270. 

' Ibid, p. 2i0. 

a Laws of IouJa, 1850
1 

p. 4->3. 



,, 
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T 1·11.t ri . (lovernor ({rin1 declarecl that the e:ff rt of 

the la\."' r)- m n and the att lllJ)t c>f the c t11·t to cle tro 

the right 0£ the ~ 1 tate · by le ·i. ion ,, re e11clang ri11g the 

right of the freemen. X candid n1incl, he aitl, ' can 

no"r d t1bt that at lea. t f ur-fi£th f th 0011(1 fi(le ·i iz n 

of the t rritory de ire to rect it int a fre tate. \'r can

not b indiff r nt to the ffo1t of the peo1>l of Ir a11 ·a t 
p r1Jett1ate £reecl m in that territors·. . . . . . . Th l> l le £ 
Io,,·a lo k TI"ith alarm u1Jo11 the con ta11t aD'gr io11 · of the 

la\·er })r gaganili, t but I co11fe that I 1 ok ,vith c111al 

alarm lll on th 1nanif t tencl ncy of Olll' go,·er11111e11t t 
con olidation. 1 Two ) ... ear" lat~1· (to\· r11or i...,a111uel J. 
KirkTI1 oocl in hi. :fir t i11at1gural aic.l "Tith r £er n e to the 

I an a -..LT bra ka ..cl.ct: 'the xc11 e offered for thi ,,·a11ton, 

uncalleJ £or and mo t l1nfortu11ate act ,,,a · the allegetl cl ire 
...... to ttle the c1ue tio11 of la\·ery then in a tute of 

perfe t <1 ui t ar1cl re1Jo e. ' Pre id nt Pierce ancl hi friend 
\vere . everely arraig11ecl for not ha-ving redeem Ll the l)ledge 

macle before the election; and '-'" hil th gr at 1na of 

north rn 11eople concl rnned the a t of John l~ro~1 n at I--Iar
}Jer s FerrJ'", he maintained they co11lJ not hel11 acl111iring th 
di intere tedne of pur1Jo e b}'" which they beli ,- d h "Ta 

governed. 2 The minority })arty the Democrat J)er i t-
ntly held that no l)O"'er co11ld J)revent 1,.. an a. from mak

ing any la,,,. on the ubject of la'v~ery . 
• 

.1\.gainst the inaugu1·al 0£ Governor I irkwootl ancl again t 
the re oll1tion directing the printing ancl circulation 0£ 7, 500 

1 hambaugh1s lt-fessaoes and Procla,nati.on.s of the Governors of I owa, \ 101. II, 
pp. 07-58, 

2 lbld, Vol II, pp. 230-247. 

• 

• 



·c>1)i .l.., b rPof tl1.) ! )t1 111ocrat: of th I I Oll ancl .. , nate 

r o·i t :> J\.!ll rt ·viu-oro11.., J)rOt t. '1'11~:"'" )bj ·tetl to th circu

latio11 of tl1 · atlclre " at })tl bli · .) . ·1) 11 ') : th . .,, })l'Ote-..ted 

ag~1i11 t t l1P ~} 111 })cl. tl1 .)ti . l .. ·1 ,re----..i()Jl ,.. i11 l'PCT~lrCl t ,John l~ro"rn 

a11d ao-a111st tl1 ..., ,. r arrai 0·111n 11 t of l)r sill 11 I i re and 

l1i J)Urt. T . '1'11<} ln ·t J)l' t .-- ,,r,1 \. :1gru.11 t be cli semi11atio11 

·011tain d in th of ll ·11 \1 il a11d 1 itter e11ti111 'Jlt.: ~l tll' 

llle-4 ,lg'.• 1 

It i. ~af e to sa \T that th tat 
• 

of Io,vu clis"' 11tecl ._ trono-1 r 
• 

fro111 tl1e Dr cl Hcott. cl 'ci:sio11. It ,·vtl c-. 111ninti1iuecl that the 

cl ci io11 ,, a 1111 ,varra11t cl 1 , th fa t ... i11 th ca e, ,, a. ·tra-.. 
j11clicial a.utl 11 b\1 r ·i \1' of th J)oli '~; of the fot111tler~-- of h 

r J)lll)lic. Er la.bor a11d I la,~er.-r ,Y 1·e aicl t b nat11ral 

a11<.l irr concilal l '.) foe itn<.l c t1ld not xi t tog th r. The 
l{ })Ul)lica11.., lookecl ,, ith l1orror lll) n tl1e ren ,·val of the 

lav·e trad , a11d ,·ie,ved the cl .1ci ion as alar111iug ecti nal, 

a11cl cli lo} al to the 1)irit of fre i11 tit11tio11 cle laring that 

it h~tcl 110 foundation in th fed ral 1ou tituti n that it ,,·a~ 

at vvar ,,yith th , eritie of our hi tor ·i \Til a11d j t1tlicial 

antl that it was calculatecl to tolerate the en la,~ing 0£ ur 

race in all our ~1 tate . 2 'fhe Democrat in (1on,n ntion did 

not atten1pt to jt1 tify the deci ion ancl declarecl that the 

Democratic pa1ty ,,,a not re pon ible £or the deci ion of 
th 111pre111e Cot11t. 8 

Governor l{al1)h P. Lo,ve ( of Io1va) di cu ing th deci
sion in his i11a11gural of January 13, 1 1 :5 , aid: ' lo,va the 

1 Shambaugh's J.fessages and Proclarnations of the Governors of I owa, \ 'ol. II, 
pp. 247-251. 

2 l{esolntions, Republican SLate onventions, June 17, 1858, and June 22, 1869. 
3 Resolutions, Democrat.le 'tate Convention, June 28, 1859. 



offs1)ring of tho e lil)eral e11ti111.1nt · ,,·l1icb J>l'e\ ailetl in 

the lJetter c.la} of the Iie1)11 blic:. ,,·hen it ,, a, tl J 111 cl 110 

infri11gen1 \11t t'i ther 011 t l1e 1

0 11 ·titutic)n or <)11 t l1e rig~h t of 

the ~~ rJl1th, to c<J11se ·rate l1e1· . ·oil to /i·ee(lr;r1,, hn.s l1e 11 no 
• 

i<l.l 1>ectator of the e a ·gre.:. i \-e n10,·e1ne11t. agn.i11, t the 

1)eo1)le of the ....... orth. In the late eJectio11 ~he 1· ~cortlecl h .}r 

!)rote t again t th at J) 1·,·er .. io11 of the 10 11 tit11ti<>11 , , hi ·h i~ 

l)realcing cl <)"'ll 0 11 of the fo1tre e of lil)ert;"' in tl1i. co t1n

tr) . "' 'he ha, l)een ta11ght to belie,·e that the ·acrecl in. tru

ment ,,·a i11tendecl a the ' lJ011cl of cl eli ,·erance fro1u all 

1''ro11g ancl freeclo111 fro1l1 all rank . . ' ' ' -'-\nc.l, ,,, hile the 

1.- 'tate of I o,,·a cle ·irec.l aucl ho1)ecl to 1nai11tai11 })eac ft1l r Ia
tion , ne,'e1thel · · lte intend to re ·i t all inroads llJ)Oll 

the faith a11cl cloctri11e, ancl f ra111e r • of th ( 1011. titt1tion a 

,·veil a all enc1·oachme11t~ 111)011 the 1)rinci1)le · of })Olitical 
eq t1alit) . '11 

P ow rful a11ti- la,~er. and a11ti- ~011thern feeling wa 

aro11 eel ea1~ly in 1 ~60 by the req11i ition of (fo, ernor 

Letch r of '\""i.rginia for the 11rrencl r 0£ Barcla;r O})})OC 

of k '1>ri11gclale, Io,,Ta, ,vho had ta.ken J)art in the l'aid on 

Ilar1) r , F err).... The fu· t requi ·ition ,vas ref11 eel l))T Go·r

ernor Kirl{,,ood on acco11nt of ce1·tain legal and technical 

fla ,,~s. ...\.. , igorou and l)irited coTre })Onclen ce 1JetYveen 

the t " 'o (xo,ernor. · re 11lted ; and in re })On. e to a re elution 

of the Io,,·a Ilot1, of R e1)re entati, e , all the fact and 

co11·e ·ponclence in the ca e " ' re ent to that l)oC1J'"· 2 A 

cond rec111i ition i11 1Jro1)er form wa 1ent by Go,Ternor 

1 
, hawbaugh's J.\f essages and Procla,nattons of the Governors of Iowa, , ... ol II, 

p. 133 

:?Jbid, '\rol. II, pp 3i8-402. 



Letch r and ,,,as ho11ored lJ ( r<.)\1 r11or 1.,. irk,,-ootl. I llt .. 
OJ)f)t)c ,, ith th aicl of om Ill n1l)e1" of the Le~i~latl1re 

ancl hi influ ntial frie11cl , ha<l in he m a11ti111e, ""cu11ecl t 
1anada. 1 

L 'o i11te11 > ,, a tl1e })t1l)lic f li110' that ftn armed 

guard ,va.. for111 tl to 11r ,; ut hi arr t l )7 the , ... irginia 

al1thori i . 
1\ ltl1ot1gh Io,,.,.a ,va not . o ·vital1 · co11c rn ll-ruorall\7 . .., 

ancl oth r,vi. e- a tl1e oth r ~tate i11 tl1 in"'titution of 
lav l'}-r 11 r attitt1cl t ,,1artl it ,,a~ throt10-l1ol1t l1n1ni"" tak

al)le. \\ 11 11 the i . tie ca1ne to th critical })Oint h r 11eo1)le 

n1et it ,vith caudi(l ancl fair <li~cu, "'ion. Tl1e L 'tate repre

, entati\ e in 1 11gres, , 1101' £reel! a11cl ,,,.ith abilit)-r on the 

.. ·11bject; the 1111 l>lic J)r<:>, of the State di l m11ch t mo11ld 

int lligent 011inio11 ~ th - })Olitical 11artie · in tl1 ~tate made 

th m.:el, es £el t i11 the f or111 ulation of 11ati nal 1)01icie~; the 

lcgi lative re1 ol11tio11 and n1e111orial t)U la,~er ar trong 

con er, ati ,,re cloct11ne11t f that tre11,1ot1 1)eri (1 of the 

~ ~tate' l1i tor) ; ,J 01111 Ilro,, 11 an(l the 011trage in Kan a 

ace lerat tl acti\ e di .. ct1 ~ion a11cl 011i11io11; and for the final 
settlement of the gr lat c1 t1estior1 t11e State of Iowa ga·re 

fr<.'ely of h r son an(l of h r trea. ure. 

TIIE ~ rA'fE u~IVERSl'fY 01•' Io,vA 
Io,, A ( 11'rY 

1 Gue's IluJtory of Iuioa, Vol. II, pp. 17 24. 
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