
TI-IE NATIONAL U IVERSITY OF AGRICULTURE 

Few per on have any adequate idea of the extent and 

importance of the educational work carried on by the gov .. 

ernment of the United State ; and fewer yet have a definite 

knowledge of the varied and exhaustive cientiiic training 

given by the Department of Agriculture alone. An article 

in S c1)ibner's Magctzine for J anl1ary, 1904, give an account 

of the work of the Smith onian In titution and of the cien

tific investigations of the everal executive departments, but 

the Department of Agricultu1"e is dismis ed with a brief 
reference. 

If no other scientific work were done by the Government 

except that of the Depa1iment of Ag1"iculture, Uncle Sam 

would still be at the head of by far the greatest scientific 

institution in the country-an in titution with an income for 

educational purposes exceeding the combined incomes of the 

rich universities of Harvard, Yale, Coll1mbia, Chicago, Le
land Stan£ ord, and California. 

The germ of the Depa1iiment of Agriculture is to be found 

in the United States g1"ant of 1 62 to the various States for 

the encouragement of agriculture and the mechanic arts. A 

few of the States made wise use of the Federal aid pi·ovided 

and registered real progress towards an improved agriculture; 

but it became evident that to secure the result intended a cen

tral, national, coo1~dinating agency was demanded. Eight 

years ago the Department of Agriculture was c1'eated to up

ply this need, and the Hon. James ,Vil on, Profe sor of 
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Ag1·iculture in th Io"Ta "- tate oil g at \.m l ,,Ta mad 

it fir t "-" c1~ ta1· -. 

Ente1·ing t1pon hi n "~ du tie i.. 
1 c1· tar ,. "\\ il on OI'O"aniz d 

th D pa1'tm nt u1)on fi,T main line of 1· arch: (1) f te

orolog}- 01· clima ic conditio11 a (·i 11c fl1n(la1n 11tal to a 

kno,,rledge of th <.lev lopm 11t of ,-e,,..."'tabl and ani111al lif · 

( 2) the anal)- i of oil · ( ;-{) th ci nc of J)lan t ind ul tr) 

including th })atholog)T f pla11t lif a. ,,~ 11 a it 11orrr1al 

d ,1elopm nt; ( 4) animal indu t1·, ' 1101·mal and l)athological; 

and ( 5) f 01·e t1· ,. . 

The fi1·" t and g1·eate t d 1na11d of th n ~,\, I) pa1 111 nt ,,,a 

for m n ,,Tith the tho1·ol1gh ancl 111i1111t trair1ing 1· <1ui:ite £ r 
the cond11ct of chola1·11 in,1 e tigation along t,h . ·e e, e1·al 

lin . . i11·. "'\\Til on called upon all the coll g and l1ni

ver itie of the land to UJ)pl! th m 11 " ·ithout ,,rhon1 a 

Der)artment of .i\.gricultu1· col1ld 110 l)e er at cl. ()nly a 

v I')T lin1ited numbe1· could lJe found \\1ho ,,, 1· fitted £01· th 

,,1ork d mantled, and it ,,ta found n ce .. aI'}' to J)I' par the 

cholar for· conducting th 1·e earche. of the \·a1·iou (li v·i

ion , to take the gracluat of th coll gel and uni \ ' e1· iti 

and give them the advanced anu pecializ <l cou1· th 

higher t1·aining ,vhich they lack d. 
Tow, after ight ear , th D pa1im nt of Agricultu1·e 

has ecured the e1,vice of about fiv hundred ex1)e1t cien

ti. ts devoted to re earch and killed in their pa1·ticular fi lds 

of tudy. About fifte n hund1·ed othe1·s ar und 1, training. 

They are employed a a si tant or cont1·ibutor to the labo1·s 

of their in tructor . As many mo1,e ar employed in cle1·

ical and manual labo1·s. Altogether the teache1,s, students, 

and assistants of various grades number a little more than 



396 10\\TA ,JOURKAL OF HI TORY AND POLITICS 

fou1· tho11 and. Th D epartment earche the world for the 

mo t accompli hed expe1·imentee , and any })art of the world 

appear to be at liberty to levy t1·ibl1te upon the Depart
ment. 

In illl1 tr·ation of thi latter point ecretary ,,Til on relates 

an in tance. The D epartment ha been wrestling ,vith a 

problem connected 1'rith the cultivation of tobacco. One 

cigar sell fo1· a cent ,vhile anothe1· b1·ing fifty cent . What 

i the di:ff rence 1 .. A .. young German wa found with e pe

cial c1l1alification for the tl1dy and et to wo1 .. k to gain the 

1na► t.e1·y of the tobacco plant and the conditions requisite to 

the p1·od11ction of the upe1·io1· c1uality. The question in

,rol,Te(l exte11 i,Te examination into a variety of matte1· -

the 0111·ce and condition of the eed, the climate and the 

• 

1oil be t a(laptecl to the plant, the kind and clegree of fer

mentation nece a1·y to matu1·e the 1)1·odt1ct, and a multitude 

of othe1· con ide1·ation . The Department of Ag1·iculture 

wa► making 1·a1>id p1·og1·e to1'rard the solution of the prob

lem. Suitable oil we1·e found in different JJarts of the 

count1·y a11cl the new indu t1·3, wa being e tabli hed unde1· 

favo1·ing conditions \vhen uddenly the Japane e gove1·n

ment, being inte1·e ted in the ame inve tigation, seized upon 
ou1· expe1i and ca1·1·ied him off to the Orient. 

The experiment tation of this g1·eat AgTicultural Unive1·-

ity a1·e ituated in all part of the country and of the wo1·ld 

where the1·e i a developing agriculture. Ou1" own oil and 

climate a1·e being mastered in their relation to agricultu1·al 

indu trie , and the entire wo1~ld i made to contribute to the 

di covery of plant and animal p1~oducts uited to our widely 

vaJ·iecl condition . Thi earching 0£ the wo1~ld f 01· the 
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al1·ead5r (1 \ lo1)e<.l g 1·n1 i f ()l' t 11 J)l', ,.-,, .n t <)f ,rast im J)01tia11 . . 

Di'""CO\"'eri ._ a1·e being 1ua(l:) tha ,,,ill acl<.l 0-1· a tl. t<.> th l 1·0-

dl1 ti\y 11 of Olll' lancl . I111t tl1 ti111 ,,rill . 111e ,,,.11 11 that 

J)arii of th:) ,,ro1·k of th 1 11a1· 1ne11 \\1ill l1oltl a 1·elati\1 I. T 

mall 1· })lace ancl £ ,,, :)1• <.li 1<.)\1 rie ,,rill l>e 111a(l . 'l"h real 

r.cienc of a 1·i ·11ltl11·e )on i. t . , after all i11 tl1 111ore 111i1111t .l 

ada1)tation of J)la11t a11d a11i111al lif.) tc> loc~1l 11 \•i 1·c>11111e11t. 

~, c1·eta1·,, '' il 011 m ntio11 ,,rit!1 lllllch ·l1acrri11 tl1 fa(•t ., 

that tht1 far \.n1 ~1·ica ha · 111·ocl licecl not <)Il l a1·l r (liff r 11-
• 

tiate<.l 1)1· eel of cl )111e tic a11in1al . ,\ (:l l1a,1 <? <>111 ,1 l e l11 i111-
• 

po1iiin · a11cl a la11ti11<r fc>1·eig11 b1·e cl a11(l tl1i~ ha lJeen 

attenclecl ,,ritl1 i111111.)11 e ,\·a te. \\'" -.ihall 11ot l1a, all tl1at, 

i.;cience i- fittecl to gi\· 1111til ,\r ba,1 (li c<)\ 1· cl aJ)} r<l ...... i-

1natel)r the J>a1ti ·ula1· \ a1·i ti or J>l'()(lll ·t~ llit cl t<> en ·h 
..,l)ecial localit)7 an l thi ,\rill in\rol \7e the e\70lt1tio11 ()I 111all)r 

• • ne\\-7 \ra1·1et1e . 

The ,,ro1·k of th \g1·ic11ltt11·al 1) 1>a1t111 11t j ( f n, ()It tl1at 

can be done onl 1))7 a fl1ll. :r <1l1i1)l) cl 11rttio11al i11 titt1tion 
1·eaching to e\ye1·. r 1)a1t of he ·c)1111t1·J' a11cl t(> all J>tt1·t )f tl1 

,,·orld. Onl!· 1) __ ' . 11<;h an in titution ca11 tl1e ex1)e1·in1e11t 

ca1--i·iecl on i11 all th k 
1 tate b ll})er\ i."etl an(1 thei1· 1·e t1l ti.; 

coordi11ated and 11tilizetl £01· the com1no11 goocl. It u. efl1l

ne i manifold; it may i e1•\Te a, a clea1111g ho11. e of infor111a

tion £01~ all ducational agenci conce1·n cl ,\rith in1ila1· ub
ject ; it c1·eate a con tant demand £01· t1·ained an<.l x11e1·t 

scholar £1·om the colleg and unive1· itie ancl fo t 1· the 

p1·odt1ction of chola1· ; and it will l)e able to u1)1)ly th 

demand for peciali t . in it e\~eral lines a in t1·t1eto1· in 
collegPs and 11nive1· iti , and in n1any ,,·ay a it~ ,,rc>1·k 
de,;elops ,vill act a a po,ve1ful timulu ~ in 1· AJ)ect to 1na.ny 

forms of ,vo1ihy endeavo1·. 
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Agriculture embraces half the industries 0£ our country. 
The ideal University of Agriculture will render guidance to 
every school, high and low, wherever any branch of the 
comprehensive subject is taught, and it will utilize the serv-

ices 0£ all such school . At the same time it will offer · 
practical direction and help to all engaged in the many 
pur uits which make up the varied forms of agricultural 
indu try. 

w ASHINGTO.i.: ' D. C. 
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