
'Io ad t} llat ly d pi t th ha1·a t r of a 111an ,,Tho ha 

achi \7 d di tincti n in a ingl li11 of human 11d a\. 01· i 
no a ta k. ,\Th u th 1· f 01· the u bj ·t of ) llr adcl1· 

ha· b n 1)1' .. mi11 nt in at 1 a. t th1· di in ·t fi ld and 

) 7 0UI' tim i of n c it - limit d th att n11)t t llo hi1u 

ju ic i ,,r 11 nigh h 11 1 . 
O1·dina1·il1- ,,, count hat 1na11 g1· at ,,.,ho ha fa1· ur-

pa d hi f 11 ,,- in a11~T ingl lin of ,,rork a to 1· a ,h a 

commandi11g min nc . 13ut ,,-h 11 ,,~ fi11d n ,,,h ha ut

di tanc d all com1) tito1· in at 1 ~a 1t th1· <.lift' 1· nt J)ath ,,p 
ha,., no u 11 1·la ti,., ,,., l1ich xa · 1 )T fi hi 'a . ,. n til hat 

fatal . v nth day 0£ 1via1· ·h Dani 1 ""\\ b t 1· ,,.,a th mo t 

J)Opula1· man thi count1·.. ha ,-e1· k110,vn. 1 I ,,,a~ ~ im1)ly 

idolized by th ba1· th b nch and th I opl · ,,,,a aid to 

be th g1· ate t man that ,- 1· li\- d, a v 1·itable d mi god-

th god-lik Dani 1. Ind d it ,,-a I aid that n man "- 1· 

ati fi d th imagination o com 111 t 1 )7
• 11cl th ,vo1·d , 

1nark you, can1 £1· m hi 11t mp 1·arie . F.01· mo1· than 

thi1iiy year h ,va th 1 adi11g la,vy 1· 01·at 1· and tat ·

man of hi country. I-I ,va £01· ight y a1· a m 111 b r of 

the llou e 0£ R pre ntativ nin t ~n ) a1· a nit d ' tat 

nato1·, and fiv y ar 1 ecr tary of 
1

tate. 
Tiu Mr. "\V b t 1· ,va not 1 ct d to the P1· id ncy. 13ut 

""ho 0£ our really g1-- at m n hav b en1 II b long d to 

1 Tl1is paper was prepared as an addl'ess by J ustice IIorace E. Deemer, of t11e 
upreme Court of Iowa, and ,va.s first delivered by hi1n before the Grant lt1b 

( Des ~1oines) on January 15, 1903. 
• 
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that cl of men too great to be P1·e ident.-men like Clay 

and Blaine to whom the title of Pre ident would have added 
nothing either to fame 01· honor. 

De pite the tenacity with which men cling to life longev

ity i not alway an unmixed ble ing. Had Lord Bacon 

neve1· ri en to the highe t honors in the state and then been 

degraded by the judgment of hi peer and branded as ''the 

wi et, brighte t, and meane t of mankind''; had Burke 

huffied off this mortal coil before he broke with hi party in 

England and was driven by the horrors of the French Revo

lution into the 1·ank of hi adve1· aries; had Blaine 1·emained 

in the cabinet of hi chief, in tead of permitting~ that in ati

able itching for the P1·e idency to take po session of his 

being and d1·ive him into the Minneapolis convention as a 

competito1· for the p1·esidential nomination; had Clay the 

gi·eat comp1·omi er neve1· comp1·omised himself on the que -

tion of the Mexican "\Var, it would have been bette1· for their 

1·eputation and they all doubtle s would have been held in 

higher esteem than they are to-day. And so it would seem 

that but £or that fatal '' seventh of March peech '' \Veb te1· 

would have gone down into hi to1·y as 011e of the greate t 
men of his time, if not of all time. 

Strange, indeed, is it not, that th1·ee of these men, each 

regarded f 01· a time as almost angelic, fell through ambition. 

Had all the ends they aimed at been their count1·y' , their 

God's and truth's, their names on history' page would not 

have been stained as they now a1·e by foibles eemingly inci

dent to great and small alike. Great men stand in such a 

fierce light that their mistakes cannot be overlooked 01· ex
tenuated. 

• 

• 



,\.,. eb te1· \\Ta comp 11 d to eXJ)iate hi 1ni tak in the je I\ 

and taunt of hi form 1· f1·iend. ancl a<l.1nir 1· . 1'.y ()U '"'{ill 
remember that ~fheodo1· Pa1·ke1· . ·aiti. of hi111 :- Oh, "'\\T l)-
te1· ! ,\re b t 1· ! ,,rould to Goel I hatl clied £or thee. I l1a \1 

long mourned f 01· him a f 01· 110 li ,-ing 01· d J)a1ied n1an. 

He bla ted u with co1·nful light11ing. 1'o hi1n to clie ,, a 

gain life ,,ra the only lo • . ' i.. 'uch eX})l' , io11. a • th 
,,,.e1·e common. ',\Te b t 1· i. a fall n . ta1·. Lt1cife1· de. cencl-

ing f1·om heav n. ' ,V b. te1· ha placecl hi1n. elf in th 
da1·k li11e of .1:t})O tate . '' 

,\rhittier· named him IchalJo<l. and mou1·ned £01· him a on 

dead: 
Let 11ot the la11d, 
Once prol1cl of him 
In ult him 110,v, 

Nor bra11d with <lee1)cr hamc l1i, dim, 
Di honored brow. 
Bt1t let it humble, t so11. ir1 tead, 
From ea to lake, 
A long lamer1t a.~ for t11e dead 
In I adne make. 

Failing to ati fy hi itching palm fo1· the P1·e 1idenc)~, 

<l.e e1iied by formei-· friend , con ciou of unfaithfulne to 

earlie1· ideals, cloud gathered a1·ound the e,Tening of hi life 

and he died like many anothe1· g1·eat man, our·ed by un ati -

:fied political a piration . Shortly before hi death he aid: 

''l have given my life to law and politic . Law i uncertai11 

and politic are utter·ly vain.'' The mo1'al fibe1· 0£ the man 

did not, it seems, comport with his mental trength. 

But it is not of the man's 1nistakes personal or political 

that you 1vi.sh to hear 01' that it i pleasant £or me to dwell 

upon. He had the ''will's defects, the blood's excess, the 
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earthy humors that oppress the radiant mind.'' But 'tis 

''his greatne , not hi littleness'' that ''concerns mankind.'' 

The public may have a right to insist on personal purity in 
her public men, but it is the good that men do which should 
live after them, not the evil which should be interred with 

their bones. When men are called from earthly scenes 
"'tis not ours to gauge" but rather that Omnipotent Judge 
to whom alone we are acco11ntable for our personal conduct. 

It is then of hi acknowledged upremacy, his unrivalled 
superiority in a triple aspect of which I would speak. 

Not often is one justified in ref erring to the personal at
tributes and characteristic of the man. But in this instance 

they seem so prominent and o peculiarly identified with the 
subject in the different relations of which I shall speak
as lawyer, orator, and statesman-that I shall take the lib

erty of attempting, with the aid of the splendid likeness 
now before you, to give you a notion of the real man. And 
first let me say that although born in New England hi par
ents were not Puritans. They came from the North of 

England, whereas the Puritans were almost wholly from the 
eastern part of that little isle. Neither by birth nor by 
education was he a Puritan. He went to Bo ton after he 

had acquired his education and his habits of thought had 
become :fixed, hence he had few of the virtues and none of 

the faults of that people-least of all their ''pronounced 
provincialism. " I speak of this because of his broad spirit of 
nationality, his catholicity, which marked his whole conduct 

and which finally became the guiding star of his public 
career. 

The very makeup of the man seems ymbolic, and to 

• 

• 
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mo t of u h tand a th phy ical mbodim nt 0£ th ] d

eral Union. Thi may be due to ome xt nt to th lite1·a

tur of the chool bo k but I think it i bottom d n a 

ure1· foundation. 

He "Ta inde d a child of natu1· ; lik h 1· h \,-a un

ethical; lik h r h wa not 1· \-oluti na1·y · and lik h 1· he 

appli d hi po"'" r along th lin of n rmal d \~ 1011m nt. 

By nature h wa a 111 ti y t bo1· th mark of g ntl 

blood in hap ly xtr miti and ,v· 11 1)1·opo1tion d limb~. 

0£ ordina1·y h ight, large and om1)act of body ,,T ighing 

a little 1....,...,..., than two hund1· d pound ,,rith a , ,, .. a1thy com

plexion ,, .. hich gav him th cognom n of Black l)an, '' 

tI·aight black hair a ma ive h ad, b1· ad and lofty fo1· -

head, fin ly cut high bred ma i,t £ atu1· of no kno,vn 

type, crag lik b1·ow 1'rith v ry cla1·k d }) t ey which 

hone in action lik a £ rge 'lik ha1·c al in th bottom 

of a d ep da1·k V.'"ell ' 01·, a a1·11-Ie aid dull dark 1-
underneath a p1· cipice of b1·o"r lik dull anthi·acite furnac 

needing only to b blown,'' ,vith ma iv"e ja,v and ma tive 

mouth arti tically arched and accu1·at ly clo d, ' dignified 

appa1--ently cold and given a littl to pompo ity ,vhich in

crea ed v..rith y ar a tragic m lancholy eXl)I'vL..JL..Jion ,vhich 

i eemed l)rophetic of the futu1·e, to ,vhich hould be add d 

an ha1·moniou and m lodiou voice of great flexibility and 

power, almo t alway dr·e ed in a blue wallow tailed coat 

with b1·a button and a yellow wai tcoat- uch wa the 

man of whom Parton pok , when he aid that wh n he 1·0 e 

to speak he looked like ' J upite1· in a yello,v waistcoat.'' 

The impre ion which he made upon hi fellow men i well 

known. You will remember that when he vi ited Englan<.l 
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an English navvy on the treet of Liverpool pointed at Mr. 
"\Vebster and said: "There goe the King. " idney Smith 

aid: ' Good heaven he i a small cathedral by himself, a 
living lie, becau e no man on earth can be as great a he 

look . '' 11/hen Thorwaldsen Sa\v hi head i11 a studio at Rome 

he aid : "Aha! a deign for Jupiter I ee"; and could not 
be convinced that he wa a li,Ting American. 

Carlyle who wa not much given to o,·erpraise of Amer
icans, or of anyone el e for that matter, after seeing him 

w1-ote to Emerson : '' He i a magnificent })ecimen. As a 
logic fencer or parliamentary Hercule one would incline to 

back him at first ight again t all the extant world. A dig

nified perfectly bred man-though not of English b1~eeding. 

A man worthy of the bet reception among u , and meeting 
uch I under tand. '' 

All in all there is no man in hi tory who came into the 
,vorld so well equipped for his mission. hake peare must 
have had such an one in mind Vl'hen he made Hamlet ay: 

• 

The front of Jove himself:-
An eye like lVlars to threaten and co1nmand; 

A station like the herald l\'Iercury 
ew lighted on a heaven ki ing hill; 

A combination and a form indeed, 
Where every god did eem to et hi eal, 
To give the world a. urance of a man. 

Y ot1 may 1''ell imagine ho,v such a person full of hi ub
ject, gifted with surpassing power of S}Jeech, careful in the 
election of his word , blessed with an unusual memory, 

forceful and convincing in his utterance , which "'~ere full of 
harmony and melody, affected those who heard him. A 
bitter opponent who li tened to his famous '' eventh of 

• 

• 
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J\fa1· lh ... 1)ee h ,1icl that ,,·11 n .l 11·. ,\r 1J, ·t 1· • ]) aking of 

ece ion a keel \ ,, l1at i to lJeC<>111 ()f 111e? I \\Ta 

thrilled ,,-ith a . e11 e of 0111 a,,·fl1l i1111) 11cli11rr cala111it). 

Indeecl hi N })er 011ali t)- ,,-a t1ch that \1 11 ,, h 11 11 t1 tt r tl 

a f e,,- ·omnl<)ll J)lace .. , a ]1 £1· c I ue11 tl ),. clid e })eciall ~ T i11 hi 

cleclini11g )7 a1·~ }) OJ)le ,,- 11t a,,-a}- ~t\ t>,,1 i11g that the. r ,,r .)1• 

of the greate t f 1·e ·io·l1t a11tl ,,-i ·Jo111. 

,\""'" elJ t 1·' 111i11d ,,-a . e11tia.ll \ . rntl1 .ltic a11cl a11al \7ti · . 
._ ._ ' 

It \\Ta. n ith l' "'l'eati\7e 11<.)l' i110· 11iOll.. . I11cl .1(l fe\'\' 1~1,,r T 1' ... 
._ 

ha\1 c1·eati\ geniu. . 'l'h ir l1alJit." of 11< u<1·l1t te11cl tc) ct11·lJ 
tl1e i1nagination and a1· to,,1ard ·011. 1·,rati ·111. '111e!~ clo Il<)t 

a· a 1·t1le c1·eate an rthi11cr- l tit li tt11·l)a11c.~- a11tl l)li11cll \ ancl 
' 

l111c1t1e tioningly follOY\T 1>1·ec c1ent. 'l ht>)' 1) ·<>111 . .'tro11g 

logicia11 and ad J)t, i11 t11 a1t of 1· fi11 m 11t, l1a\7 g1· at 
\ .. ig<)I' of intellectual g1·a. }) and }) n trati11g jl1d r111 nt, l)t1t a1· 
1·a1·el)r indeed, ·1·eati \. . rl"h 1· ati \"e g 11it1 i . o 1·a1·e 

ever r\,rhe1· that ,,~he11 h J COllle he att1·a(•t,' the '' hol ,,ro1·ld . .. 

,\Tel) te1· co11l<l co11 ·t1·uct on old founclatio11 l)t1t l1ad 110 

facult}- £01· la) i11g 11e,\ 011e ' . IIi. · 111 11tal 1>1·oce , e. \\Ter 
along hi. to1·ical line.· e\·olt1tio11a1·y and 11ot 1·e\rolutiona1· 
and he had a \Tei· clea1· J)e1·ce1)tion of that inc1· a11in o- })u1·po e 
which ha 1·un th1·oughout the age.'. II ,,ra a g1·eat tuclent 

of hi toi·)~ and hi. l ly111outh Iiock 01·ation i a clea1· inclex 
to hi habit 0£ tho11g·ht. 'fhe1·e a. ~y"ou 1· 1ue1nbe1·, he t1·aced 
the ca11 e \Vhich begi11ning ,vith tl1e 1·efo1·111atio11 lecl in the 
full11e of time to the colo11ization of \me1·ica a11cl to the 
e. tabli hme11t of tho ·e J)1·inci1Jle of lib It)- ,,·hich even th n 
gave l)romi e of the mighty nation ,,,.e ha\,. no,v grown to 

be. In thi 1·e J)ect he ,,ra di tinctly su1)e1·io1· to IIan1ilton, 
bt1t greatly inferior to him i11 c1·eati,r J)O\V r and in all that 
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go to make up the I' al man of geniu . Inde d I think 
I-Iamilton one of th gr ate t political geniu e the ,vorld ha 
v 1· kno~"n. 

Finding uch ,vond rful power of ynthe i and analy i 
a Mr. "\V b ter po ed coupl d ,vith ingular purity of 
tyle and pe1f ctly ane mental proce w may well ex-

pect emin nt t1cce in hi cho n p1·0£e ion-the Law. 
Thi he ur ly had. otwith tanding hi political mi take 
no one will deny hi ))I' emin nc at the bar. would 
natu1·ally b xpected, I lik to d\,? 11 on thi ide of hi 
ca1'e I'. You ,vill r membe1· that hi mother aid he would 
''com to omething or nothing and he wa not u1'e 
which.'' The tu1·ning point in hi ca1'eer wa hi refu al to 
accept th cl rk hip of the County Court at a rea onably 
fair alary much to hi fath r' di gu t. But you of cour e 
will not be int r t d in the d tail of hi prof e ional life, 
and it i too long a chapter to be con id red in a ingle ad
dre . ,uffice it to a}-r that J\111·. ,\r eb te1· ,va ,vhat ,v ,,Tould 
call here in the \V t 'an all around la,Yy r. ' He did not 
pecialize, but took all kind of ca e - ev n c1·iminal one , 

in on of which he gained g1·eat fame a0 an 01·ato1\ 
There i no ju tification for now con id ring any part of 

hi care r a a la,vy r xcept ,\·her in that capacity he had 
to do ·with ca of great political igni:ficanc . o other 
la,vyer ha o ably xpound d th Con titution in th forum 
and on th platform a "\V b t r- and no one a,T l\Iar hall, 
the Great hi f Ju tic did o much to maintain and pr -
erv it on it true foundation and in it ju t proportion . . 

Web t r and ~'1ar hall wer of lik political principle 
and worked togeth r for a liberal and prop r inte1pretation 

• 

• 
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of the Con titution. Iar hall f cou1· })Ok th mo1· 

autho11.tati v woI·d ; but they "" 1· d li ",. 1·ed i11 th < l ui t 
1·ece of the cou1't 1·oom. \.. h 1·ald ,,,.a n d d to 1·ai. 

the peopl up to a p1'op I' cone pti n 0£ th judi ial 11tt 1·-

ance and to in pir them 1',-jth a lov'" £01· th 1·eat count1·y 

"\\,.hich ~fa1· hall ,va o c1ui tl - . t fficientl)"' 011 tructi11g 

in hi chambe1· . ,V b t 1· thu coop 1·at d ,\rit,h Iar hall · 

but h had a ,,rid r fi ld la1·g r audi nc i , and a mo1·e £a1· 

reaching voice. 

ome judicial c1u tion a1'e o lo 11" r lated to I oliti , 

in th la1·ger n e of that t r·m that it i har·d to di·v·o1·c 

them · and it i tru I thi11k that 1a1-.. hall £am r ~ t 

chiefly on hi tat man hip although XJ)l' e<l. in th £01m 

of judicial d ci ion .1 1-Iad fa1· hall b n a follow 1· of 

J effer on, in tead of I-Iaroilton it i not difficult t imagin 

the con truction he ""ould ha,_,? plac d upon our G1·eat 
Charter. 

Fortunat ly £or po terity m t of 11'. "\\7 b te1· gr at 

f oren ic ffort ha v b n pr I"\~ d. In thi 1·e l) ct h ha 

a decided advantage over mo t of th g1·eat la,vy 1· of hi 

time- and th r ,v 1· many of th m. Ilamilton ,va no 
doubt a great lawy r, although he ,,,.a admitt d to the ba1· 
afte1' only four month of tudy. But non of hi 1 gal 

argument have be n p1·e e1·ved. Indeed the la\vy 1·' fame 

is generally local and evane cent. f1·. "\V b te1· wa en

gaged in so many great and impo1tant ca e and a1·ly in 
his career had won uch £am a an orator that mo t of hi 

great effort were re1)01ted and w are now able to read them 

1 See Emlin McClain's article on Chief Justice ltf arshall as a Co'Mtructive 
Statesman in The I owa Journal of History and Politics, Vol. I, p. 427. 
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ub tantially as delivered. It i aid that few great peeche 
1lead well but thi is not t111e of l\1r. ""\V ebste1l' main effort . 

He had the happy faculty of breathing the breath of life 
into the mo t ponde1lous entences. 

It is not my purpo e to take up hi foren ic arguments in 
detail or to make an analy i of the que~tion involved and 
the point decided in the important case in which he 1\ra 

engaged. One ca e however, mu t be pecially mentioned. 
It is the omewhat famou ca e of .J!lcOitllougli vs. }lfary

lan(l, wherein the Federal upreme Court :fir t announced the 
great principle of liberal con truction which wa to erve £01 .. 

all future time a a beacon light in the interpretation of the 
Federal Constitution. For the purpo e of pointing a way to 
the pos ible olution of impending difficulties let me he1~e 
briefly state what was the1 .. e decided. 

Fir t. It was held that if certain mean are apparently 
neces ar-y to ca1Ty into effect any of the power expres ly 

given by the Con titution, and be an appropriate measure to 
that end not prohibited by the Con titution, the degree of 
it necessity i a question of legi lati,re di cretion and not of 
judicial cognizance. 

Second. That if an end be legitimate and within the 
scope of the Constitution, all mean which are appropriate 
and adapted to that end may be employed. 

Third. That the power of e tabli hing a corporation, 
while not an end of governn1ent, may become a mean of 
exercising powers given by the Constitution, and may be 
exercised by that government. 

With the e premises for the fir t member of the yllogi m, 
and powe1l to borrow money, to regulate comme1·ce, and to 

• 

• 
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1·ai e 1·e, ... enu , ~1)1'e,: ljr g1·ant d 1)). th 10n titl1tion a the 

econd, th 1ou1t h ld in ac 01·d ,,Tith 11·. ,, ... b t 1· . · a1·gu

ment, that 011gr ._. hacl 1)0,,r 1· to i11co1·1>01·ate a 1 ank. 

I ,,,i. h to 1111)ha ize th im1)01ta11c of th ., .. , .. ., loct1·ine. a . 

. ugg ti11g a 1)0 ._ il)l olt1ti n of on of th 1·oubl . ·on1 

<1ue tion no,,.. b fo1·e th 1\..m 1·i ·an 1) OJ)l . If 1ono-re. 1 

1uay on uch 1 ncl 1· th1·ead ine<)I'})01·at bank. ,,1h~-r rna it 

not 1·ec1uii·e the inco1·1)oration of tho l i cor1)01·atio11 la1·gely 

ngaged in i11te1· 1tate comm 1·c oft r1 ,, ith a tend nc, to,~-a1·tl 

mono1)ol)r ,,Thich the l 1·e. itl 11t ha.· cl 11on1inate(l t1·u t . u11-

cl 1· the 1)0\\T 1· given 1, r tl1 l cl r·al 1
011 titt1tit)11 to 1· o-ulate 

comme1·ce ! 'fhi ,,- ulcl 11ot 0111)- 11£01·c:e })Ul li ·it, ,. l)t1t 

})lace the ,, .. hol matt 1· u11d 1· fe<l 1·al 1·egt1latio11 a11d co11t1· 1. 
"\Vould it not l)e ,,rell £01· u1· 1>re ent da)~ . tat 111a11 to tu1·11 

bacl( to the a1·gl1ment of l\f1·. ,~r 1) te1· in .... lic( 1,,llo11gl1 'l'-1 
• 

..:.lfa 1·ylct 1itl and to the \7 e1· able OJ)i11ion of th g1·eat 1hi f 
Ju. tice, £01· light on a c1 u tion \'.\" hi ·h . · m to b o J) 1·

l)lexing? Thi.· ma)~ 11ot 1 e a olutio11 but it ha. occu1·1· d to 

me that it i ,v·o1~h in\-e,1tigati11g. 

"'\Vhat objection i the1·e to a 011 e1'\1ati\T fed 1·al la,,T £01· 

the inco1·1)01·ati n of companie engage<l in iute1· tate com

merce? Nothing it eem to me av the oltl notion of 

'' "tate. 1·igh t . ' ,\rhat i the con titutional obj ction to 

. uch an enactment? one, a I belie\,-e. ea1·ly all ne,v 

c1ue tion may be ettled by 1·e£e1·ence to fundamental p1·in

cipl , if we but ea1·ch deep enough £01· them. 

The othe1· di tinction I would have ou notice i that the 

attitucle of the majo1·ity in ong1·e s ,vith 1·e£e1·ence to ou1· 

r·ecent acqui ition of te11itory and the final deci ion in the 

in ula1· ca e wa bottomed on Mi·. "'\Vebste1·' idea with 
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reference to the ''March of the Con titution. '' At the risk • 

of trespa ing on your patience, I am going to quote what 
Mr. Web ter aid in reply to Mr. Calhoun, who was contend .. 

ing that the Constitution, ex proprio vigo1"e, extended over 
all the territory belonging to the United States. 

The Constitution, as the gentleman contends, extends over the ter

ritorie . How does it get .there? I am urprised to hea1· a gentleman 

so distinguished as a strict constructionist affirming that the Consti

tution extends to territories without showing us any clause in the 

Con titution in any way leading to that result; and to hear the gen

tleman maintaining that position, without showing us any way in 

which such a result could be inferred, increases my surprise. 
• 

After showing that the Constitution had nothing to do 
with land titles, domestic relations, or property rights, and 
that the State or territory had no law but such as it derived 
from the Constitution, and was entirely without government, 
he proceeded a follow : 

When new territoI·y has been acquired it has always been subject 

to the law of Congress, to such laws as Congress thought proper to 

pass for its immediate government during its territorial existence, 

during the preparatory state in which it was to 1·emain, until it was 

ready to come into the Union as one of the family of States. 

This matter should no doubt be regarded as a closed inci
dent, but it demonstrates in a most effective way Mr. Web
ster's great pre cience and his unusual ability as a lawyer. 
He was unquestionably the leader of perhaps the strongest 
bar this country has ever had. To him as much, perhaps, 
as to Marshall is due the stability, the perpetuity, and the 
de tiny of the Federal Union from the standpoint of the 
forum. 

• 

• 



DAN"IEL ,vEB TER 27 

A good lawyer· may b a gr at orato1·, alth ugh h ne d 
not be· a g1·eat 01·ator ma b a good la,vy 1· although thi 

i by no mean univ r al. Bl1t to be a gr at tat man and 

a gr at lawyer· on mu t al b gift d ,,rith ad <1uat pow r 

0£ p e~h. Tim will not }) rmit of 1 ng d,v lling on Mr. 
Web ter' ability a an orat I'- From th d c1·iption al1· ady 

gi,ren 0£ the man it i ,rid nt that he had all of th phy ical 

att1·ibut of th orat 1·. Buth did n t 1· 1 on th alon . 

IIe \\'"a a g1·eat tud nt a diligent 1· ad 1· £ th c la . ic . 

Ile 1· ad 1nuch £1·om 'hak !)ear iilton, ,John 011, ancl 

Burke-the latt 1· I fancy h g1· atly 1· 111bl d although 

unlik th latte1· h did not k e1> n 1· fini11g ,,/hil hi h a1·-

r ,ve1·e thin]{ing of dini11g. In J)Olitical hi. to1·.1- the1·e \lta. 

nothing which . ca1 d him. IIi ta t ,,,a .\xc lle11t and 

he excell d in three almo t i11com1)atibl £01·m of 1)eech-at 

th f or·um, in the hall of legi lation, ancl t) f 01·e the J)eo1)l . 

He ha be n com1)ared ,v·ith IIamilton, ,vith "lay, ,,rith 

Choate with Burke and 1'rith Pitt-incl ed ,,,ith all the 

great orator both anci nt and mod rn. Com1)et nt judge 

have declared that h uff 1· nothing £1·om uch com1)a1·i on . 

enator Lodge, " rho ha given the matt 1· g1·eat thought, de

clare that he i un urpa d a an orato1·, that hi add1·e...,)J..,,J.J 

combine exact balance, the living £01·ce and £1·e hn of the 

poken word, ,vith the lite1·ary <1ualitie ,vhich alon in u1·e 

endurance. ,V b ter did not hav Burke' 1·ichne of im

agery, and befo1·e a jury he f 11 behind Choate. IIe wa 

not a florid a hatham and did not have the JJe1· onal 

magneti m of Clay; but all in all he wa the eql1al if not the 

uperior of any of th m. lii 01·ato1·y was at all time pe1·

fectly ane and ound and admirably suited to the occasion. 
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There i 

than hi 

ca e. 

nothing fine1· in _the histo1·y of forensic eloquence 

peech f 01· the pro ecution in the ""\Vhite murde1--

The Plymouth oration on an enti1·ely different occasion i 
well nigh perfect, and the two Bunker hill oration will u1--

vive even the monument it elf. Hi closing appeal for hi 
alma mater in the Da1~mouth College ca e, which it i said 

brought tears to the eye of the taid Justice of the Su

preme Court, ha neve1· been equalled and can never be 1·e

peated. It is the only known ca e of a ucces ful appeal to 

the ympathy of an ap1)ellate t1·ibunal. Ordinarily uch 

efforts are entirely out of place in a court of la t re 01~ and 

fall upon unre pon ive ea1· . One must be a ma te1-- of all 

the arts and trick of oratory to indulge in them. 

Mr. Web te1· s re1)ly to Hayne in the United State Sen

ate is by common con ent 1·ega1·ded a the greate t political 

oration that has e'\7 e1-- been delive1·ed. Indeed, his labo1·s, 

hi studie , and the thought of a lifetime were in p1·epara

tion £01· this plendid expo ition and defen e 0£ the Con ti

tution. Running th1·ough all his p1·ior oration you will 

notice a wa1·p on which all his idea regarding the govern

ment and the Con titution we1·e woven. His life had been a 

constant preparation £or that sup1·eme effort. It is aid that 

a single peech 0£ l\fi1·abeau s u he1·ed in the French Revo

lution. Undoubtedly in the light 0£ histor·y \\r eb ter·' ad

dress in 1·eply to Hayne £urni hed the inspiration which 

finally throttled 1·e bellion. 

""\Veb ter y\ras not a g1·eat const1·uctive tatesman. But he 

did quite as much £01· hi countr}r as some 0£ his mo1·e bril

liant and meteoric com1Jatriot . Bo1·n into the Feclerali t 

• 

• 
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1)a111- of IIamilton and l\Ia1·. hall he ,, a n \" 1th 1 :l ind -

})endent of pa1ty an(l al,,"a~ , ac1·ific d it 11·inci1)le ,,1h 11 

the}... emed to confii t ,,11th hi · L tr n ·en 'e of T atio11ali. n1. 

"'\.fte1· th d mi ~ of th F d 1·ali t 1)a1·t1 th1·0110-l1 11 l c

tion of Jeff r· on, Ir. ,\T b. te1· ide11tifie(l hin1 elf \\1ith the 

"'\Vhig ,,1 he1· h 11a urally a , ocia t d hin1 1£ ,,-i th 1lay ancl 

1\.dam in op1)0 ition to Jack on 13 11ton ancl \ Tan 13111· n 

and thu pa,Ted th '' aj· to 1 ade1· ·hi1) £ a })ait)r ,,rhich h 
eventually 1·uin d. 

H oppo eel th m l)a1·go aet OJ)J)O etl th ·011cl u ·t of th 
,,-ar· of 1 12 and in. i t d on a na \ral ,,-a1· i11 ·t acl of exhat1 t
ing ou1· 1·e ou1·ce 011 

1anacla.-iucl ~ed h al ,, .. a, nl ' ·tood a mo. t 

tate men ha\ .. e fo1· a ti· ng na\1Jr-l ut h had little )nm

pathy ,,rith th th n l)I' \-al nt 11 derali t threat of [_'I eel, i n 

on account of that ,v·a1·. Indeecl he OJ)e11l cli. ·count nanced 

the mea u1·e ""hich led to the IIa1'tfor<l 10n \7 11tio11 and k pt 
hi native ,, tat ot1t of that mo,~ement "\\1hich ,,,a J)e1·ha1) 

c1uite a antagoni tic to th nio11 a ,v 1·e th South Car·o
lina nullification act . II fav- r·ed a natio11al 01· lTnited 

Bank, but in i t d upon it being J)eci paying, and 
wa t1·ongly oppo d to pap 1· mon y in all it f 1·m . 1~1 
wa. alway a foe to i1Tedeemablf pape1· ,,-hethe1~ in time of 

war or in time of p ace and at thi ea1·ly day 1·endered yeo
man ervice to the cau of ound mon y. Alway fo1· wo1·k 
of internal improv ment and for the dev lopment of the 
great W t, he did not sha1·e in the common ew England 

view that the growth of the hea1~t 0£ the Continent wot1ld be 
cletrimental to the sea board. Vigorou in his oppo ition to 
the ''Holy Alliance,'' he :fi.1~ t announced the duty 0£ the 

United tate toward the oppre d 0£ any land, and pointed 

I 



330 IOWA JO URN AL OF HISTORY AND POLITIC 

the way to the mode1·n doctrine of intervention. A would 
naturally be expected, he thr~ew hi whole oul into Jack on's 

' £01~ce bill,'' which authorized the Pre ident to call out the 

United tate troop to enforce the laws 0£ the land and to 
suppre ece ion and t1~ea on, and in thi connection he 
made that great speech known in hi wo1~ks as Tlie Consti
t1ttion riot ci comJ_Jact oetioeen Sove1leign Stctte , pa ,.,ing the 
,vay to the magnificent reply which he wa to make to M1~. 

Hayne's argument £or the right of a tate to ecede. He 
a,.,erted another war with England through peaceable ettle
ment 0£ the orthea t bounda1~y di pute, and finally settled 
by diplomacy the question over which the two countries con
tended without re ult in the war 0£ 1 12. 

In the Cabinet he displayed as high qualities and attained 
a great a measure 0£ uccess as any per on who has ever 
held such a port£olio. But you a1·e waiti11g I know £or what 
I have to say 1·egarding hi attitude on the tariff que tion. 
This problem has had a mo t peculiar history. It has played 
such an important pa1t in politics pa t and pre ent, that I 
cannot hope to adequately present the matter from an his
to1·ical standpoint in the short time allowed me. 

Every one knows, of cour e, that Hamilton was a protec
tionist, and that largely through his efforts the :fir t Con
gress passed a protective mea ure which received the ap
proval of General W a hington. The New England Fede1~
alists unaware of the latent possibilitie 0£ their babbling 
brooks and running str"eam , were oppo ed to Hamilton's 
notions, and the large majority of them were free trader . 
They were engaged in foreign commerce, and their merchant 
marine were plying all waters. Whoever has visited old 

• 
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alem and he1' E ex and P abod in titut . will unde1·. tand 

the £01·c of the ugg tion . 't1·ang a it may .. eem th 
1
outh a11d th , t uncl 1· th 1 ad 1· hip of 11·. 1alh(>Un 

initiated th p1·otecti ,T 11oli y a a l art1- mea. l11· i11 th )7 a1· 

1 16. ,Veb t I' a n ,v England 1· })I'ti. ntati v OJ1J)O, (l it 

a again. t th int 1· t 0£ hi on titu nt , and agai11 in 1, ~() 

and in 1( 24 h tood a. th cham11io11 of fr comm 1·c cl -
cla1·ing· the })I'Otecti,- l)olic)r }) 1·ni iou , if not llncon. tit,l1-

tional and u b\r 1· ·i ,- of ·01u111e1·cial int 1·cou1·. e b t,, e n 
nation . 

But in 1 2 " rh n a bill ,, hich ,, a 
the n.. e trade1· tand point a. to 1) ·alled th lJill of 
abominati n ' 01·iginating i11 an agi~'1tion by ,,,ool n mant1-

£actu1· 1· , \\"hich nteq11·i,,e had but 1·ecently com into xi ·t-

nce b)-r 1'ea on of th p1·otecti \-e J)Olicy cam b £01· 011-

g1·e. , "\\T eb te1· J)Ok and \"Ot d £01· it, and e,"e1· aft 1•,,rard 

acted " rith th p1·ot cti ni t . I-I th n becam an ad vocat 

of the me1·ican y t m ' fath 1·ed by II ni·)- 1lay and 

matur d by Jame x. Blaine. Ind ed, h 1· fu. ed to go 

,,Tith lay in hi COIDJ)l'Omi 1n a u1·e to th\"\ra1t the })Ul'l)O 

of the Force bill ' ,,Thich ,va aimed at T ullificatio11, th 

ex1)onent of " 'hich ,,?a the am alhoun \vho ,,Ta larg l),-

1·e pon ible for th protectiv policy. 

Thi cou1· e on th pa1"t of M1~. "\\T b te1· 1 d to th oft 1·e

l)eated charge of incon i t ncy. For a moment I wi h to 

examine that charge in the light 0£ ome reflection on th 

tariff l)olicy. And fi1· t I want to make an admi ion-a 

pe1· on.al one it mu t be, £01· I peak fo1· no par·ty-that 

from a l)m·ely academic and theoretical tand1)oint the f1·ee 

trader has the bette1· of the a1·gt1ment. I-Ii theory is beau-
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tiful and enticing though purely Utopian and vi ionary. It 
i uch tuff a dI·eam are made of, and entirely un uited to 
om~ condition and environment. Next I want to con£e s 

that protection originally was and may even now be con
ceded to be an expedient-but an expedient now o long 
followed that it ha become a policy which cannot be de
pa1ied from without menacing all our bu ine s intere t and 

apping the very foundations of our economic policy. By 
reason of the e facts nearly all men of affair are protection
ists. The theory of free trade is the philosophy of the 
cloi ter, while the policy of protection i the wi dom of the 
workshop. 

Daniel ,V ebste1~ like Thomas J effer on was as a theorist 
a free trader, but as a man of affair and as an exponent of 
sound economic policy £or this country he, like J effer on, 
became a protectioni t . And such, indeed, has been the 
evolution in the belie£ of mo t people who have studied the 
question in its practical a pect , who have been a pa11t of 
history, or who have studied stati tics. 

But whatever the point of view all, I think, will agree 
with Mr. Webster in his final conclu ion that when a policy 
has once been established-expedient though it may be-it 
should not be changed to meet every sug·ge tion of inequal
ity. Believing that many indu tries had been built up on 
the faith of a protective policy he declared that it was the 
duty Qf the government at that juncture to protect and not 
to destroy, and that so far as was in his power he hould 
hold steady the degree of protection already bestowed. He 
did not believe in strangling those indust1~e which had been 
lured into life through promises of protection. It is not too 

• 
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much to claim that ,vh n f1·. ,\ b. t 1· can1 to b. 1·\· th 

p1·actical 1\-01·kin £ th 11 lic1- ,,T hich h had 0111)0 eel w h 11 

h a"T about hin1 in hi Y\Tn .A..,. \,. J:1n ·land he1· tofo1·e un-

tam d and unc n 1· 11 d f 01·ce. f natur l)1·idl cl arid ha1·

ne. ed f 1· th div 1· ion of indu. try a11d th difil1, ion of 

,v al h ,v·itn , · d th ._ tead)- a11d am1)l g1·0,,·th of th hon1e 

ma1·k t th -.1• atio11 of J)J)01tunit)· f 1· labo1· ancl )T a11kee 

in,rentiv n and hoTir cl I l}T ag1·icultu1· , ·omm 1·c a11d 

manufactu1· " r 1·e link d too- the1· h 111odified to om x

tent at lea t hi ~chola. tic \-i ,,r 1·ega1·cling th ta1·iff. 
Th1·oughout all th , 1·e1na1·k. -ou ma}., ha \7 e di. 'C0\.1 r d 

the thr ad ,,rhich if f 11 ,,r d lead to th .. 11cluding 1)a1·a

g1·a1)h. ..c\ll that ,\ .. b. te1' clid and all tl1at h . aid eem to 

ha,·e been in p1·epa1·ation fo1· the UJ)I'e111 mo111 nt of hi, lif . 

In all hi public add1· , . it ,,Till l found the t1·ong th 
1)1·edon1inant note of N' ationali, ·m. II in \7ariabl)T k J>t t J) 

to th mu ic of th 1T ni n. -II u111)01iecl Jack. on in hi 

effort. to coerce , outh 1a1·olina and ace J)t cl C.1alhou11 chal-

lenge on the doct1·in of · .._ ,tate 11ght . n on. ciou 1 ,. 

})e1·ha11 in hi. ad \,.ocac of inte1·nal inlJ)I'0\7em nt. , the build

ing of national 1·oad the d1· dging of 1·i \. 1· th tabli h
ment of light hou e and th cha1·ter·ing of a national bank, 

he "Ta paving the way to that g1·eat ffo1t "Thich ,va to mal{ 

hi name ecure £01· all tim and give him a unique plac in 
hi to1~y. 

The Con titution of 17 9 meant om thing diffe1· nt in 

tho e days f1·om what it did in 1 61 and :6:om what it do 

to-day. Hamilton eem to have been the only man among 

the Father who had any clear conception of th government 

th y we1"e c1·eating, and even he u ed the then rife doctrine 

• 



334 IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND POLITICS 

of pos ible separation as a postulate for the defeat of Burr 

when the latter was a candidate for Governor of the State of 
New York. He made no public protest which I can find 
again t what in those times eemed in a mea ure at least to 
be accepted doctrine, to-wit: the ''right of a State to 
ecede. '' 

Viewed in the light of impa1iial hi to17 we can have more 
charity at thi late day fo1~ our erring brothers of the South. 
You have already heard of the famou Kentucky and Vir
ginia Re olution ; but you have not been informed, per
hap , that the same doctrines we1~e prevalent in New Eng
land; that the Ha1iford Convention, convened in the town 
bearing that name, and, composed of tried and true Fede1~
alists, al o re olved in favor of the right of nullification and 
secession. Josiah Quincy, a member of Congre s from 
Massachusett , aid in 1 14 in speaking on a bill for the ad
mjssion of Louisiana into the Union: 

If this bill passes it is my deliberate opinion, that it i a virtual 

dissolution of this Union; that it will free the tates from their 

moral obligation, and as it will be the rig·ht of all so it will be the 

duty of one definitely to p1·epare for separation-amicably if they 
can, violently if they mu t. 

In 1844 the legislature of Ma sachusetts passed a resolu
tion to the effect that the project for the annexation of Texas 
unless arre ted at the threshhold may tend to drive these 
States into a dissolution of the Union. Mr. Madi on in the 
Feder'alist admitted the doctrine of secession. Indeed, the 
Abolitionists of the N 01ih we1·e boldly declaring '' o Union 
with Slaveholders.'' 

The spirit of true Nationalism was of low growth, and 

• 
• 
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th id a of di,~id cl .. o,-e1·eig11t)~ cliffi l1lt 0£ 01111)1· h n ion. 

Indeed, it n1l1 t £ra11kl) lJ c 11£e. . J tha 11 latt 1· i. · 11ot 

11e1·£ ctl)"' u11de1· t od at thi c.la,) l 'J)it th l)a})ti ' 111 of blooLl 
,,1hich th 10n titl1ti()ll £1·on1 th b i1111ing ._• em cl cl tin d 

to 1·ecei \?e. 

Ilad the •ou11t1· · 1·e111ai11ecl a._ it ,, a ,,,h 11 th 011. ti 11tio11 ._ 

,,,a £1·amecl it i · U(>t1 lJ ft1l if it ,,r )t1lcl e\7 e1· ha \7 lJ '{)Ill a11 7 -

thing 11101· ha11 a 111 1· ·011£ lle1·ac). 111 tho~ da, .,, ~ 
1 tate 

,,T 1· t1· at d a. th t111it. of a O\ 1·11111 11t 0£ c.l 1 a-at Jcl 

J)O\\,. 1·"" and m 11 natu1·all~ 1· gar(l d th ir all gia11c to h . e 

con titu nt J)a1t 1>a1·an1011nt. ~tat J)I'i l , 1a J) ·ulia1·l,:r 

J)Ot nt and the go\n 1'11111 11 ,,·a. ·on itl 1· (l in11)ly a com

pact bet,," en 0\7 l' ig11 .._ 1tate. ,,rhi ·h 111igh at all_\. ti1u 1 
di , ol ,?ed. 

'That m n '' ho hau b n in t1·111n ntal i11 l)uilc1i11g ll}) th .. e 
"'ommon"realth ,,1ho had ,,nat h d th i1· g1·0,v h ancl tl , el-

01 ment ,, .. ith 1)ate1·nal olici 11de ·hould J>llt tl1 .._ 1 tat ab \" 
the nation i not to 1Je ,, ond 1· cl at· ancl at thi, 1·e111ot 1)e1·io<l. 

,v·e may 1 ok l)ack ,,·ith lllllch ehn.1·it)r on tho e 111il guicl cl 
1n n ,,-ho 1·ecognizecl the o\- 1· ignt) of tl1 1-.

1 tate a })a1·a

mount to thei1 .. obligation t the lT ni 11. ,~ hil it ,, a gen

e1·ally belie\ed b)- all that th n ,,, go\~e1·n111ent ,,Ta to 1 e a 

nation in the family of nation. the exact nat111·e of that go\ -

ernment \"\1a not clea1·ly un<l.e1· tood, an<l. the 1)i1·it of N atio11-

ali m wa the 11·oduct of ti1ne. 

"\\Tith the acc1 ui ition 0£ the Lot1i iana 'f 1·1·ito1· the 1·eally 

cementing influenc of the ,,ra1· of 1 l 12, th building of 

national turn1 ike an<l. canal , the e tabli h111 nt of light 

hou e , the creation of a national ba11k, the deci ion of 
Chief Ju tice ~la1· hall rega1·cling the po,v 1· of the fede1·al • 
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gove1·nment, and the enactment of the Fugitive la·v·e LaTir 

ther·e came new notion rega1·ding the Union. It was exe1·

ci ing national function , it was bringing the citizen , of the 

different tate into clo er relation it wa a serting all the 

})Ower incident to the tronge t overeignty, and the people 

,ve1·e beginning to 1·ealize that it ~Ta their gover11rnent and 

not a government com1Josed of the everal tate . But 
while this pirit 1,va evolving and g1·owing there wa at all 

time a ve1·y prevalent notion that the Constitution ~ras a 

com1Jact between sovereign tate from which any one State 

had the right to withdraw at pleasure. Thi wa freely 

a erted in and out of Congre , and while half-heartedly 
denied by a few, no one had as yet found \~oice f 01· the true 
ituation. 

Jackson, the good old Democrat, had a trong notion of 
the trl1e state of affair , and had he carried out hi threat 

and hanged a few of the nulli£er early in the conflict po -
ibly we ~rould have been aved from a dreadful revolution. 

But a great comp1·omise1· a1)peared. A man who had the 
enchante1~'s wand, the ubtle influence of per onal magnetism, 

and the inde cribable qualitie of per onal leader hip

H enry Clay-who, erroneou ly thinking~ that every good 
thing grew out of com1)rornise, toyed with the ece sion 
sentiment until it was able through arrogance and bluste1· to 
fully ent1·ench itself in a la1·ge number of tates. Compro
mi es are sometimes a good thing-incleed the Federal Con
stitution is in it elf a bundle of compromi es-but no one 

has ever been able to effectually com1)romi e with an evil 
,vhich offend against the con cience of mankind. H ere i 
-nrhere Daniel ,Veb ter made his mi take. It i the 1·ock on 

• 
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". hi h I-I 111·;- '11a y f und 1· d th J)I'inci J)l ,,, hich aln10. t lt1d 
ll to de t1·11ction 011 th 111 n T <1u . tio11 . 

.._ '1uch th :111 ,,·a th . tat £ fee ]i11 i11 th '\ a1· 1 <- :l( ). Th 
~ 

chall 11 e f h 1 

U th ha(l f 01· a long tin1 0-011 1111a11 ,,r l' d. 
Inde cl f1·om th hi. ·t 1·i al tand1)oi11t they e 111ecl to 111an)· 

"'ho ,,rant tl to heli ' ff O h 1·,,i._ e al1110 t llllall ,\r 1·alJl . "\\r b-
te1· ha(l undou bt 11 ,.. coin out e ·on1l lJ t i11 l1i cl })at .. 

,, .. ith Calhot1n ,v·hicb ha l 1) en ,, a<Y (1 n h hi to1·i ·al id 

of th que. ·tion but he ha(l 11a\ e<l tl1 ,, a)r to a })l'OJ1 1· cou

c ption of th go\·e1·n1u 11t i£ it \\'a· to ta11(l th trai11 of 

tim . 

). 'uch " '"a th ... ituatio11 \\ he11 a11 innoc nt r ~ olt1 io11 ,,·a. · 

intr·oduced b,- 1\!11·. :Boot of 1011n c i ·11t 111 1· lation to the 
' 

di po ition of ,,.. t 1·n 111l)lic land . 'l'h ). 'ou h eu cl UJ) n 

thi a an attem1)t to })I' \ nt the d lo1)1n 11t f th ,, <:\ ·t · 

and l\[1·. Ila) n th ·ift d and th 1·eto£01· i11 ,Tin ·ilJle .._ 1 e11ato1· 

fr·om South ~arolina a ·ting a th n1outb1)i ce £01· Calh un 

,,·ho ,,,.a th th n })I' . i<ling ofti · 1· f th ... '~11ate a11d th 

g niu of ce . ion macle it th 1)r t xt £01· a11 a ... ault 111)on 

Xe"'" England an<l f r the 1)1·01nulgatio11 of th outh rn , ,.i \\' 

of th fundamental la,v. ,\.r elJ t 1· \lta ngaged b £01·e th 

'upreme ourt of the l,.nited ~ 1 tate but haJ)})ened into th 

room ju t a Hayne aro e to make hi fi1~ t add1· . .,. oting 

the cha1·acter of the 01)ening 1~ema1·k h 1- mained until Mr·. 
Hayne concluded then took the floo1· and mad a calm r J)ly 

to the charge of ho tility on the part of the Ea t to,, .. a1·d the 

"\Ve t . Ilayn wa not ati fied and ga\r notice that he 

hould re ume th debat . Fe ling that he '"'a a match £or 

\Veb ter, that he had the hi to1·ical a pect of the que tion in 

his favor, adroit and loquent a he surely wa , he went to 
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hi ta k ,vith the confidence of one to whom victory is already 
as m·ed. Thu1· day, January 20, 1 30, before an immen e 

a emblage he f11]:6Jled hi p1·omi e, and in a speech of great 

length made a bitte1· attack on ew England, on 1"\r eb ter 

per onally and on the patrioti m of l\fa achu ett . He al o 

made a full and what wa suppo ed to be a final expo ition 
of the doct1·ine of nullification, treating it hi torically and 

theoretically, and in the ver·y enate of the United States 

hoisted the 1·ed flag of nullification and seces ion. Thi 

addi·e , t1·ong and well su tained, delive1·ed with that fo1·ce 

and elegance of which the great Southerner ,vas master, 
seemed unan werable. l\t1en of the orth were dejected and 
walked the st1·eets with dazed and downca t eyes. 

Knowing that ,V eb ter was to reply the next day his 
party, political, and personal friend trembled over the out
come. Some of them timidly called upon him to ee if he 
app1·eciated the magnitude of his undertaking and the im

portance of his self-appointed ta k . To all he appeared in
different and to some entil:ely obli ious of the situation. 

They left him with much fear and t1·epidation and went into 
the Senate chamber the next mor·ning doubtful of the issue 
and almost dumb with fright. Not so M1·. ,Vebste1·. ,Vhen 
he appeared in the Capitol he found it filled with men and 

women struggling for 1·oom and packed with eager· and ex
pectant listene1·s. Mr. Eve1·ett, who had consulted him the 
evening before and who was now p1·e ent to witne the 
great intellectual combat, wa non1)lu ed over ,,r eb ter' 

seeming indifference and appa1·ent lack of preparation. But 
what an occasion it 1'ras for the 01·ato1·. Eloquence, a the 
subject of this sketch once said, con i ts in the ubject, t.he 

• 

• 



man and th occa i n. I-I 1· all ,,.. 1· })l' n a11c1 all ,, e1· 

utiliz d to the full m a u1· . 
Tho e ,, .. h ha,- 1· ad ir. ,,r b:t 1· I. I ch ren1 1nlJ r ho,,· 

h ooth d the t1· t1l l d ,,-ate1· ,,,ith a h )rt ancl 1no t ff ·t

i\·e exo1·dium h "r h di po. ed of the ]) 1· 011alitie. in, ol \ .. (1 
how he tt11·ned I-Ia n . allt1. ion to Ban<iuo gho t t<) l1i 0,,,11 

ad·v·antag how h '(lindicat cl th ,.. 01·th ir1 it. a ti ucl to

"·a1·d la\· 1· tho. e c1·u .. hing l nt nc . on i11ternal i1n1>r )\ e
ment , th ju tification f hi at i llC1 on the ta1·iff c1ue io11 
hi ulog) ... of th 1..'outh a11d })a1t icularl}"' ~ t1th ( 1a1·olina 
hi lo'""e for· the ntii· l ... 11i<>n a11(l th n ho,\ a 1)1 h l -

• 

£end d th t1·ue princiJ)l . of th ·on. titt1tic)11-that thi i. · a 

peopl gov 1·nm nt de1·i~.r cl f1·0111 the }J 01)1 hat th 'tat 
had no right to int I'J)I'et d ral tatut . that in ca · of 
di pute th matte1· hould 1 1· 1 gat d to th cot11·t a11cl 

that th doct1·in o-f nullification in\·ol,·ed a a la. t 1· ort 
app al to arm l\,hich "Ta nothing ho1·t of tr a on-th n 
the vivid 11ictur of th militia of ~ uth 1a1·olina 1na1·chi11g 
to the cu tom hou e ,,11th Gen 1·al IIayne at th i1· h ad and 

la t of all that 1)1 ndid 11e1·oratio11 un. u1·1)a ed and un t1r

pa able which "Till li\· long a m n 1 \"' lib 1·t)r a11d 
\""alue count1·y. l{ead th clo. ing 1)a1·agra1)h: 

'\Vhen my eye, hall be turn cl for tl1e last t ime to bel1ol<l the ttn 

in heaven, may I not ee him '-;}1i11i11g 0 11 t l1e broke11 a11d di~l1011ored 

fragments of a once gloriou, nion, on ~1 tatc, di evere<l di. cordar1t, 

belligerent; on a land r e11t witl1 civil feud , or clren<:l1e<l it may l)e i11 

fraternal blood. Let tl1eir la. t feeble and lingering g la11ce rather 

behold the gorgeou~ c11 ign of tl1e republic, now known an(l ho11ored 

throughout the earth, , till full hig h ad va11ced, it arms arid trophie 

streaming in tbi original lu t er, 11ot a tripe era ed, not a ingle tar 
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ob cured; bearing for it motto no such miserable interrogatory as, 

1-Vhat i all this worth? Nor tho e other words of delusion and folly, 

Liberty fir t and Union afterward , but everywhere, spread all over 

its characters of living light, blazing on all its ample fold , as they 

float over the sea and over the land, and in every wind under the 

whole heaven , that other entiment clear to every true .American 

heart, Liberty and Union, now and forever, one and in eparable. 

When it i remembered that from the Senate chamber, in 
full view of the a embled audience and all the Senator , 
''Old Glory'' was floating in the breeze, :filled it eemed with 

the very pirit of the occa ion, the effect of this never to be 

surpas ed oration may be imagined although never fully 
described. l\fa achusetts people grew a foot it i aid in a 

ingle day; and all over the Nor'th men who had been terro1~

ized and cowed by the ar1~ogance and insolence of the 

South acquired assurance and gained courage for the future. 
Thoughts which had lain dormant and expres ionle were 

now cry tallized and p1·ecipitated, and the pirit of National
ism from that hour became triumphant. 

Web ter did not, of course, discover the fact that a nation 
had been created by the Con titution, and he was not the 

fir t to give voice to the doctrine of Nationalism, but he did 
put into words as no other could have done the fondest 
hopes and most fervent prayers of a patriotic people. 

Jefferson was not in a strict sense the author of the Dec
laration of Independence, but he rounded into form in hi 

own inimitable way the feelings of the American colonists 
and launched the great ship of state. Web ter stepped her 
masts and unfurled her sails to catch the dormant pirit of 

ationali m. He furni hed the in piration and sounded 

• 

• 
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th toe in f 01· the b )" in bl u "Tho 1·alli d 1· uncl hi 

1\"01·d and thund 1· d £1· m th i1· gt1n. th n ble e11 im r1t of 

' Lib ri, and lT ni n 110,v and £ 1· \ T r n an l i11 e1)a1·-

abl . Thi ingl 11t nee 1\-a "'\,\ b t 1· .. 111 . ag t hi 

tim and t all tim . Thi ,,1a1 th hibb 1 th ,,·hi )h 1 cl 
the \.m rican p 01)le t th t 1·1·il 1 acrific . th y ,,~ 1· 

called UJ)On to mak £ 1· th p I"J) tuit)- of th l 11ion. 

If the1·e b any apolog)"' £01· hi v· nth of l\11ar·ch 
peech ' fo1· hi 1·emaining in rr, ,1 1· cabin t aft 1· h had 

b1·oken "-'1th hi 1)a1,t it i to b found in thi hought that 

hi pa1;J , ionat lo\T of untr .. t1rmol1nt d \ I') thi11g. .t\nd 

it ma)T b that 11·. Linc ln ,,·a actuated 1 }T th am m ti\., 

" "hen he decla1·ed that h "-"Ould a\· th nion ,,ith . la\"'" 1· 

if he mu~ t ,,·ithout lav r if h c uld 1 ut at all \1 nt h 

·hould a\T th nion. 

, may well })Ut a id all oth 1· \ "' nt in f1·. "'\\r eb t 1· 

life and the1· yet 1· main nol1gh in thi ingl and t11-

l1mphant effo1t to gi"T him high !)lace on th nation 1·011 
of honor. He a no oth 1· full and omplet ly exp1· d 

the hope and faith of th nation· and hi nam and fame ,vill 

la t a long a th nion u1·\1i ve . 
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