
TI-IE I ,,T .L\. ' IETY TIIE N OF THE 

.L\.l\IERI A T I E\T L TIO ... 

The Io"'a 'ociet) of the on of th merican Revolution 
i a })art of the X ationt1l , oci ty of the ., on 0£ the mer­

ican I evolution. It recognize all tate ocietie'" of 'on of 

the merican Revolution a co"c1ual and their member a 

compatriot . ..:'ocietie no"' e.:\.'l tin thirtJ,.- ix tate , in tl1e 

Di trict of olumbia, in France, and in the andwich I "'land '. 

The member hi1) of the e ocietie all told i not le than 

' 

leven thot1 and. 
'Th object of the Io,va ,ociety 0£ the on of the ..t\.ruer­

ica11 Re,,olution are e entially patriotic and educational on 
patriotic line , and ar be t et forth iu Article III 0£ it 

con titt1tion ,vhich reads a £ollon1 
: 

Tl1e objects of this ociety hall be to perpetnate the memory of 

the men, who by t,l1eir services or acrifices <luring the war of the 

An1erican Revolution, achieved the 1ndepeuclence of the An1erican 

l)eople; to \1r1ite and })ro1note fcllo,v l1ip a1no11g their tle cendant ; to 

inspire them ancl the community at large with a more prof 011ud rever­

ence for tl1e principleR of the government fo11nde,l by our forefathers; 

to e11conrage histo rical re earch i11 rrlation to t,l1e A111er1can Re olu­

tion; to acquire a11d pre crve the records of the indivi<lual services of 

the patriots of the ,var, as well as clocu111cnts, relics a11d lancl-mark ; 

to mark the scenes of the Revolutio11 by appropriate n1.emorials· to 

celebrate the anniversaries of the 1)ron1inent events of the war; to 

foster true patriotism; to maintai11 a11d extend the institution of 

American freedom; and to carry out the purpo e expressed in the 

• 
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Prea1nble to the 011 tituLior1 of 011r co11ntry aucl the inj11nctio11s of 

W a h ington in hi farewell addre to the Americar1 })COJ)le. 1 

The cla e of 1)er on from "' hich the me1n l)er hi l) 0£ the 
ociety ha l)een and 111ay 1Je ru·a,Yn are enumerated in .. :i.r ticle 

I"\T of the con titution, ,vhich provide that any 1ua11 ,vho i 

''of the age of twenty one-year, or o,·er, a11c.1 a citizen of 
good repute in the commu11it , i the lineal <lP-Nce11dan t of an 

ance tor ,vho wa at all time 11nfailing in hi loyalty to, 
ancl rend 1~ed actual er\-ice in, the cau e of ..ttmerican inde­

pendence, eitb er a an officer, oldier, eamn.n marine 1nili­
tiam an 0 1· 1nint1te man in the armecl force of the onti­

nental Congre , or a11 one of the everal olonie or tate ; 

or a a igner 0£ the Declaration of Indepenclence; or a~ a 
111em ber of a ommittee of ~ 1 afety or orre pondence; or a 

a 1uember 0£ an1T ,ontinental Pro,Tincial or Uolonial on­

gre or Legi lature · or as a ci \·il officer, either of one of the 
olonie or 8tate or of the national go,.,ern111ent; or a l a 

recognizecl patriot who performed actl1al er,Tice l y O\Tert 

act 0£ r e i tance to the authority of (i-reat Britain ' may 
lJecon1e a memlJer. 

,,
7
ithout attemJ)ting to trace the variot1 te1)s ,:vhich led 

to the formation of the National ociet_y of the on of the 
American Re\"olt1tion in 1 U by repre entati ves of eighteen 

1

tate ocietie , and which national organization had made 
u l> tantial gro,vth before the Io,va ociety wa founded; 

and ~"ithout attempting to clifferentiate bet\\Yeen the '' on 
of the American Revolution 'and the ' 'on of the Revolu­
tion,' ~1ho e objects ancl a })iration are practically identical, 

1 
This recital of obJects is taken froru the consti tntiou of the national society 

and applie to every society of ons of the American Revolution. 
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the hi tory of the organization and progre of the I owa 

'ociety of the 'on of the American Revolution will be 

briefly r lat d in the follo"ing paragraph . 

Public requ t having be n made through the new pa1)er 

pre that all g ntlemen in Iowa who "' re de cended from 
. oldier of the Revoluti n hould 1nake them el ve kno~1'n 

ancl notic to uch a re pond d ha\·ing been given by Hon. 

I-I. E. J. Boardman of 1far hallt wn a meeting preliminary 

to the organization of a tate ociety of the on of the 

American Re,Tolution wa held on the 6th day of July 1 fl 3, 

in the horticultural room of the Iowa tate capitol at De 

Ioine , Iowa. 
The meeting lvas called to order at 10 :30 A. l\I. by H on. 

II. E. J. Boardman of Iarshalltown, who in a brief addre 

stated the object of the meeting. Franklin G. Pierce 0£ 
:l\1ar halltown ~va elected ecretary. A committee of three, 

of ,v hich 1r. Boarclman hould be chairman, wa directed 

to be appointed by the chair ''to take the names of the 

prospective member and o far a po ible to look into 

their qualification for member"hip. '' The chair named as 

the other me1nber of that ommittee, 0. \,7• 11unsell of De 

l\foines and "'\V. I-I. I-I. Asbury of Ottum~Ta. The following 

gentlemen were pre ent at thi fir t meeting: R. D . 1\1:cGee­

hon, Atlantic; 0. ,V. l\·I un ell, De l\foine ; L. . l{il born, 

l\1arshalltown; T. F. Bradford, }\,far halltown · J. I-I. trong, 

Des Moines; F. D. Hu °'ey, De ~Ioines; II. E. J. Board­

man, }Iar halltown ; F. G. Pierce, l\1ar hall town; and "'\V. 

H. H. Asbury, Ottumwa. 
At the afternoon es ion the committee repor ted the name 

of thirty-one persons "·ho ' have made such pre ent 01' tern-
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porary howing a to be eligil)le to ,Tote and tal{e })art in 
the tem1)orary organization. ' 'Their re1)ort wa adopted. 

'fhe following temporary officer ,vere then elected: }Ion. 

H. E. J. Board1nan Pre"'id nt · J. H. 1 trong \ Tice Pre i­
dent · F. G. Pierce ecretary · and 0 . ,,r. It1n ell , Trea . 
urer. 

At the ame meeting a committee con i ting 0£ J. R . 

age P eter \.. D eJ', ancl J. II. I ,... eatley \\'a a1)11 inted to 

draft a con tit ution an(l b_y-la tv . A committee con 'isting 

of the Pre ident "\Tice Pr ident, and ecretary ,va appointed 

to pa u1)on que tion of eligibilit . 'fhe officers were in-
tructed to p1~epare a circular stating the object of the 

ociety ancl the l ualifi.cation of mem lJers ancl end , everal 

copie to each of the temporary member . Finally the 

member acljourned to meet at the I owa 1 tate ca1)itol l uiltl• 
ing at 10 :00 A. l\I. , e1)tember 5, 1 93 . 

At the 
1

ep tem ber, 1 93, meeting the con1 mittee on 
credential re1)or ted a reco1umenclation for the ad!ni ion of 

the following per on a member : R. D. l\IcGeehon At­

lantic ; amuel Berr_y E\1an , Ottumwa; Frank A hley l'rlil­
lard, Burlington· "\V. II. II . ........ ...,l)ury Ottum wa ; D. C. l\Iott, 

\\
7hat Cheer· I ram Allen "'a wyer, Ir eok11k · I-I enry E . J. 

Boardman l\Iar :.ballto ,vn ; 'rheoderic F . Bradforcl , l\Iar hall­
town; Franklin Gilman P ierce, l\I ar hal lto,vn ; Charle E . 

Boardman, l\Iar halltown · Charle I-I. E. Boardman l\Iar­

shallto Y~'n · Or ·on ,v. J\Iun ell D e l\1oine ; -'-\..lbert trong, 
"\Vinter et · "\\7 • P. Ilep l)t1rn Clarinda; te1)hen B. Packard 
l\Iar hallto ~vn ; ,,.,._ II. Bremner, l\far halltorn1; Lev·i B. Ra)' · 

mond, I-Iampton · L t1cien ' . Kilborn, far halltown ; J oho R . 

age, D e l\1oines; harle D. he1)arcl, GillJert 'tation ; 



'l'i1noth}T II t111t, , rin11ell: Frank .._'. llunt, Dt1 buq u ; Era tu 

TI . .._, 01>er E111met burg; }~cl ,Yarcl II. IIaze11, De , .J'.loine ; nnd 

Edn1u11cl l\(. '\Tittu111, iri11nell. rI lie re1)ort ,,·11 auo1)ted. 

1\.. cor1 titutio11 ,,·a ,, th n r ported and ado1)ted; and per-

111ane11t oflicer. ,,·ere electecl, ,v ho l1el(l office u11til J anuar 

13, 1 9.5. 1\.. ,·ote ,,·n l)a .. ed that all aJ)]>licant" "hoe 

ca e l1aJl l)e fa,lorabl}" acted 111)on b.;"" Februn.r)" :22, 1 $J4 

l)e con iderecl charter me1u lJer . The orga11izatiou l)eino­

co1ll J)leted the meeting ncljour11ec.l ine die. 

1\.ll tl1e gentl n1e11 abo,-re mentionecl hecame member of 

th ociet}-· IIenry E. J. Board1uan, harle~ E. Board­
man, and r. on "\\r. l\fun ell ha,"e pa "'ed a""aj.,.. The other 

Yrith one xceJ)tion, re1nain mew lJer"' to thi day. 
'The follo"·ing co1n1)atriot ha,~e erved a Pre ic1ent 0£ 

the Io,, .. a ociet)· a11d in the orcler natned: II on. IIenry 

Elderkin J e,vett Board111an, l\Iar bnllt<>w11; ol. Le,·i Beard -
ley l~aj-111ond, }lain J)to11; ol. Al l)ert \\Tin-fielcl ,av al 111, 0 • 

kaloo a; IIon. ,,Tillia111 Ilenr ,,rheeler De 'foine ; IIon. 

George Ilerbert Iiicharcl on, Belmoncl; l ajor Franci IIan­
mer Loring, () l<alot) a; Ilon. Damon 1 ol)le })l'ttgue, 

,V a1)ello; II011. "'\1Tilliam IIenry Bail , Des l\Ioine8 · Prof. 

IIerman I,. 11app, A1ue ; ancl ol. ,,Tarr n cott Dung·an, 
C}Jariton. 

The follo,ving com patriots ha ,ye "erved a ecretary : 
11 ra11kli11 Gil1nau Pierce, E c1., l\Iar hallto,,l'n · Charle IIenry 
]Lar11e ~t Boarclman E c1., Iar halltoYvn; a1)t. Ed\vard 
Ridg,vay II11tchi11 , De l\Ioine 1

; and a11t. Elbriclge Dre\v· 
IIadley D e l\Ioi11e . 

The several Tren nrer ha,l'e been: a1)t. Era tus Bur-

rows "oper, E111111et burg· IIerman I(napp, E q., Ame · 

• 
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, , ... illartl 'ecor, E -- c1. Fure .. t it : a11d Fraul Benjamin 
1 lark ( tt11111,va. 

The St)CiCt)" 11:itl l)ut one I gi ~t rur Dr. Ed \\rard IIarnlin 
IIazen of D e i\J <)i 11e". 

1\. Ili, torirtns the -.;ociet)~ ha had the erv·ic of 1a1Jt. 

,. a1nuel Berl')" E,·an Ottt11n ,,ra · J uclge Ge . , \"'". ,,-rake­

fielcl i. lion.x 'it\~· an<.t Dr. Euv.~ar<l IIamlin IIazen D e 
l\Ioine . . 

Tbe roll of ba1llai11" bear the nan1e of I>e\". Edrnur1d 
l\farch "'\Titturn rrinnell; R ev. Evar t~ Ir e11t \ Tictor· I e,·. 

Ira B. R yan L ec>n · I e\"·. Ezra Butler K ,,rco1ub, Ir eokuk · 
aud I ev. J a1ue Balloch 1ha --e cheyedan. 

The total nu rnlJer aJ1nitted to 1nemlJer hi1) i11 the Io,~ra 

ociety h,1 })een t,1to hnnclred a11d th1rt3~- e\"en. Thi. 
wean .. t hat the nu m ])er 0£ ance tor ,v ho e r , ice are re-
corclecl i nlJout three hu11drecl. The l o ~e from clea.th 

tran fer , and other ca ualtie ~ '' reach forty-t,vo leaving a 
n1 ember ]1i11 to-cla}· 0£ one hun <.lred a11d ninet -:fi·ve. 

Local cha1)ter have been <>rga11ized in Iowa a £ollo\, : 
Lexi11gtou '1ha1Jter, l{eoku]r; \ \ r ooc1 l1t1ry 'ha11ter, iot1x 

'ity · Ottn1n wa "ha1Jter. Ottum\·va · Ben l<""'ra11kliu "ha1 >ter, 

D e :})Ioine" · Blackba~rk OhaJ)ter 1\T apello; ancl '\\.,. a "bing·­
ton Cl1a1)ter, ""\.me . 

Orga11ized ancl exitting in a locality many ht111clred of 
111ile · cli tat1t £rou1 the ce11e of the Re\·olution, militar;1 and 

1 olitical, it ha of cour e been impracticable £<.)r the I o\.va 
ociety to pre erve the ' relic and land-mark 0£ the Re\TO­

lution or to ' n1ark tLe ce11e of the Re, .. olt1 tion b)1 a1)pro­
J)riate 111e1norial . IIo,vever the J)Ul' t1it 0£ hi torical re­
earch anrl the cul ti vatiou of trt1e J)atrioti m ha~te l)een 



teatlil)~ l<e11t in ,~i \"\~ although unit in definite pur1)0 e ha 

not b en n il)r attained among c mpatriot widely cattered 

ancl of di\r r e education and occupation. 

n "'pecific in ta11ce of the acti ,·it_y· of the Iowa ociety 

ma}- t,e gi\.1 n. ,,rhe11 I owa troo11 " 'ere called for J)artici­

patio11 in the Spani h ,,Tar of 1 ' 9 , the Iowa ociet)~ in 

annual e ion voted that a flag be gi ~:en to the fir t I ov{a 

regiment to march to the "Tar. In J)tlr uan e of t hi in truc­

t ion, Pre"'ident eorge H erbert Richar<l on, in ,,·ell cho en 

word on behalf of the ociet)"Y, pre ented a beautiful ilk 

flag to the Fiftieth Regiment of Io\"\·a T ational Guai,d. It 

wa borne ,,·ith gallantr.}T and came back without a ~tain, 

actual or figurati "·e, and repo e in the ca1)itol building at 

D s l\Ioin . 

The dead have al o Leen rememl)ered. Ab(>nt three 

year ago the attention of patriotic ocietie in Iowa ,,,a 

dra,vn to the fact that one or more oldier of the Re,rolu­

tionary ,,r ar had 1Jent their la<.; t day on Io,va oil. tten­

tion wa fir t dra\"\'n to the grave of ''-rilliam Blair who wa 

buried at I{o uth, in De l\Ioine ounty ; and it wa pro­

po ed by the on of the Arnel'ican Re olution to erect in 

the I-Iistorical De1>artment at De J\Ioine a tablet to bi 

me111ory. Before the matter took tangible ha1)e it wa 
found that five 0£ the patriot of 177G were kno"~n to ha\~e 

been rJuried in Iowa. The e are: ,,rillia1u Blair, l os uth; 

J ohn O"born, enter P oint; Timoth Brown ,va hington; 

George Perkins, Lee cou11ty ; and Cl1arle .,hepherd, near 

Mt. Pleasant. The first gra\·e was marked by a fine monu­

ment erected by descendants; the second ha<l a monument 
erected by the G. A. R. and citizen ; the third could not be 

• 
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located except that it wa in an abandoned cemeter · the 

fourth though identifi d ,va not marked; the fifth coulcl ll<Jt 

be found except that it wa known to be in a certain fortJ' 

acre tract. Later a monument wa erectecl to 1harle l1e11-
herd in the cemetery at I t . Plea ant at the e l)en of tl1 

tate. The grave of Timothy Brown ha been £o u11<.l 

through the well directed effort of 1[r. A. R. l\Iiller of 

Wa hington, I owa who took t he matter Ul) ,vith zealot1 

intere t. The ashes of Timothy Brown ha\-e been re-i11-

terred in the oldier °' Plat in a cemetery at ,v a hington. 

It i under tood that the Daughter of the Am rican R e\~O­

lution who were largely in t rumental in ecuring t he 'tate 

appropriation for the monument to harle hephercl are 

moving to have fitting honor paid to the memory of George 
P erkin . 

o cer tain were the on of the American Revolution that 

all the well authent icated grave of Re"Tolutionary oldier 

in Iowa had become known, that the I owa ociety, in th ir 

de ire to render fitting honor to all have bad a bronze tab­

let made commemorative of the live and ser vice of the 

five oldier named and have had the ame })laced in the 

Hall of History of the Hi torical De1Jartment of I owa, at 

Des ]yfoine . The co t of the tablet ,va /'265.00 in rew 

Y ork. I t wa de igned and made l)y Tiffany c Co. and i. 
arti tic and elegant. 

Rumor ha,'e ari en from time to t ime of th e exi tence of 

grave of other R evolutionary olclier in I o,va; but u11on 

inve tigation they were found groundle or mythical or at 

lea t doubtful. The late t rumor i that of the exi °' tence of 

the grave 0£ J ohn Lepper, a Re,,.olutionary olclier who wa 



lJt1riecl 11ear De \ \Titt. rfhi , rumor C<)111ino· £ro1n a granc1 on 

l i \Ting at 1reigh t<.>11 ___ .... elJ. ha'" u J)on in v·e ti O'ation l)ro,·ed 

to }Je ,,·ell foundetl. 

'f he ir1forU1, tion ca1ne ))y letter to IIor1. harle .L\..ldrich, 
1uratol' of the Ili"torical De1>n,rtment of Io,,,a, who ,vith 

hi u t1i1l zei1l ancl 1Jrorn1)tne"" corre"'1Jor1clecl ,,Tith the om­
mi ioner <.>£ I en ior1 ", a11cl from that official recei ·ve<l definite 

infor1nntion ,vl1ich ~hcJ,v~ thn.t J< hn L e1>1)er \1"a ~ a Re~olu ­

tionary . oldier. ther ite1u 0£ intere t relative to bi er­
'lice ,vere al o obtained from the ame 11rce. I t appear~ 

thn.t J ohn Lep1)er e11li ted in .i\..l1gu "' t 17 0, in a1)t. llarri-
on' com1)a11y of X e,v ) ... or k troo1) ( regiment not gi ,ren) 

nnd ervecl t\VO and 011e-bal£ mo11th · enli ... ted again in 
1)ril , 17 1, in (.1:1pt. French ,. company of 'ol. l\1arinl1 

,\Tillet " reo·i1uent, and er ved nine 1nonth · enli~ted and 

r, .. ed later in 1apt. '1a11non' co1111Ja11y of the am regi-

111e11t fourteen month , 1naking two 1'ear one and one-half 
month all told. Ile wa engaged in the lJattle of J obn ~­

to\,1n, ,vhich ,,ra fought in ctol)er, 17 1 betnteen ol. 

, \ rill t' regiment and a force of Briti h regular Torie" and 

I11dian , t1nder the T ory leader, ,, ... alter Butler ,,Tho e force· 

in the l)attl e ,vere routecl. L ep1)er re ided at John to,,Tn 
,vhen he enli ted. H e ap11lied £or a pen io11 "~hich ,,Ta 
allo~1ed October 17, 1 '32, hi re idence being Greenfield 
E rie county, Penn. Ile married Mar)r Prime, .t\..11gu t 2 , 
1 03, at ~tone Arabia, . Y. Ile died at De '\Vitt, l<)\va, 
1:\.t1gu t 1 7, 1 -1:(). 

The death of J obn L eJ)per b:1ving occurred in 1 -!0, there 

i very little prol)ability that any JJer on i living in De ,,.,.itt 
or in linton County who was there at the time of hi death. 

• 
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It i · a certaine<l. that he ~Ta Luried al ot1t thre mile north­

we t £ D e "\\rit t on the north we t q t1arter of the outh w ..:t 

q11arter of ection one in town hip eig hty -one of range tl1ree. 

Per on living in De ,,ritt are confirlent of their al)ilitJ' to 

ident ify the g rave of J ohn Lepper ,vhen a uitable ea on 

arrive . The I onra ociety of the , <>n of the American 

Re,,.olution or individual n1eml er acting in it behalf ,·rill 

then take tep :'.\ to cau e the grave 0£ thi oldier of the 

Rev lut ion to lJe })roperl marked and duly honored. 
1

oruiug in contact with mementoe f JJa t ~talor or itn ­

pre ed " 'i th rnemorie of pa t trugg·le , f r liberty ne 

£eel that he i in the invi ible pre ence of great deed , t1n­

ri valecl , .. alor a 1 eerl ,.. })atrioti m, aud the ~ l)i.rit 0£ le­

parted heroe " ' ho e example an not be too carefully 

g uarded " '"ho e deed are worthy 0£ mo t hearty co111m n­

dation who e er,,.ice to freedom are pricele , who e me1u­

orie cannot be too highly cheri heel ancl the fruit of ,vho c-.e 

triumph cannot rec i ve a care that i ~ too olicitou , 

And o for the pre er ,yation of the e pricele J)O e ion ~, 

for the l) t1r1Jo e of imr>re ing the~e le n UJ)On the peOJ)le 

of to-clay for the honoring· of the }Jatriotic dead of the la t 

third of the eio-hteenth cent111·y in 1\.merica, the ' on of the 

American Revolution are organized. Among the patriotic 

order of the e day the 'on of the 1nerican R evolution 

hold an honorable }Jlace. rfhe grolvth 0£ the order iA in 

1)roportion to t he com1 letene of the information brought 

home to t ho e elig ible to member hi1 , a to it J rinciple , 
it object ancl it work. 

The ociety i not maintainPd to afford opr ortuniti fo r 

the mem}Jer to adu1ire each other on account of t he J)atri-
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otic tock from ,v hich they are de cended. No one know 
1) tt r than it memb r that the e timat in which th order 
i held doe not d J) nd much u l)on who th ir a llCe tor 

lt'e,·e a u J)On ,,~bat tl1e ,ne1nl1e1· a,·e. They are a ... ociated 
togeth r not to draw attention to them el,·e:-(-iconnected 
"'ithout tl1 ir o,vn v lition by tie of con anguinity with a 
generation of patriot - not to bine with the borro~·ed 
radiance £ other ' renown but by mpha izing the patriot• 
i~m of the fath r of the rept1blic to in till le on 0£ patriot­
i m into th mind 0£ the peo1Jle of merica of to-day and 
their children for the well being of our countr)-. 

The patriotic le :i on of hi tory they cannot teach except 
they learn them. To learn the e le on fully or approxi­
mately the member mu t be zealou in the tudy of thei1' 
country' hi tory-an ev r delightful occupation ir1ce that 
hi tory ha been gloriou . 

ELBRIDGE DREW IlaDLEY 

DEs Mo1 Es, Io,v A 


