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[The unique value of this account of the .. \ mana ~ociety, or Cornmt1ni ty of Tnte 
In.c;piration, lit in the fact that it is "•r1tten from the ,·ie"·point and in the 
spirit of the C'om1nuni ty by a highly respected meu1ber of the .. ociety, l)r. 

harles F ..1. ~oe. It n1ay be regarded as the official history of the '- ociety. 
Through the kindness of Dr ... Toe, per1n1. s1on ha~ been given to print the account 
in full and "1thout editorial revision in the lO\\"A JotnN~r. OF Hu,TORY A~n 
PoLITI(,'- -The Edltor] 

I 

The bi tory f t he 1\.mana .,ociet or 01nn1uuity of 

True In .. J)irntiou, date back to the y ar 1714 when J. F. 
R o ·k ancl E. L. :rruber made t he fir t be i11ning in II.., ...... ia., 
Ger1unn)", not a a comn1t1ni tic ociety but a a new relig­

iou ct having tor it creed the l)elief t hat od could 

no,,7
, a ,vell a of old, in I)ire men to peak and cl eclare Hi 

\Vorel and 1Yill and thus act a me enger of di ine t each ­
ing to the ,vorld. 

The e me11 oon had n1an follorver , ,vl10 had een and 

£elt the t1tter h ollon1 ne and formality 0£ tbe then exi ting 

church and ,vho eagerl en1l)raced th e doctrine of Rock and 

Gruber, of a trner and l)llrer r elig·ion, of a life after the 

teaching of 1l1ri t, and of a life of imple and con cientiou 

cbri tianity, with a high tanclarcl of virtue and moralit 

devoicl of all that out,,rarcl di pla)" and £or1n ,\ hich made u1) 

the chri tia11ity 0£ the 1najority of the J)eople in tho e time . 

J. F. R ock and J. A. Grt1ber, a on 0£ E. L. Truber, a 

well as a number 0£ other , ha(l the pirit ancl gift 0£ revela­

tion and ins1)irat ion, and they ,vent about preaching and te -
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tifying as they were directed by the Lord, making exten i ve 

travel through Germany, witzerland, II lland and otl1er 

European countrie oon e tabli hi.ng many mall cong r . 

gations of follower 0£ their faith. The mo t i1n portan t £ 
the e were at llimlJach ch warze11au Bir tein, I onnel)urg, 

N euwied Liel)loo and other . Althc)ugh many thu ado1Jted 

thei1· doctrine, R ock ancl Gru ber did not make the e journey 

for the purpo e of increa ing t he nu1n bel' of their follo,rer 

but only upon the direction of the Lord, for tl1e ole pur­

po e of leading ht1manit.v to a purer and truer ch ri tianit)T· 

E. L. Gruber died in 172 , b ut the work wa continuecl 

by Rock who "-ra now a i ted by a nu mber of other , who 
had consecrated their live to the ame \vork. The mo t not­

able of t he e were J ona ,Vickmark, an attorney and a gracl­

uate of the Uni"·er ity of J ena, Cal er Low, t he l)rother 

Gleim, Dr. J. P . I a m1)f a philo or>her and JJh ician of note, 
and Gottfried euman. rrhe l)oldne · ~1it h which the e 

men attacked the t ime-honored cu ton1 of the chul'ch oon 

brought upon them the hatred 0£ the clergy ,,·ho were not 

back,vard in denouncing them and their teaching a ungocll}T 

and complaining to t he government, a king £or their im1)ri~­

onment or bani h1nent . Also many high and noble 1>er on 
were t urned again t the··e preacher , £or title and rank JJro·ved 

no barrier for the e £earle men, ,vhen they fel t called upon 
to te tify again t their godle and immoral life. All thi 

oon arou ed the di l)lea t1re of the ,Tariou go \Ternme11t 

into which Germany wa then divided, ancl in many 1 lace 
order ,vere i ued for their fining and impri onment. l\Iany 
a time ,vere t he e order executed, and they had to go to 

prison or were put in the pillor ex1)osed to the der1 ion and 
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contem1,t of th n1ob. 1.
1 01ueti1ne" they ,vere tied to the 

,v·hi1)ping•1)0 t ancl ,vhip11ed; one at Zi1rich, the)· were pulJ• 

licly la ·heel througl1 the treet out of to,,,,n. 

But the J>rcacher~ ,rere not he onl,- ·t1ft'erer · their fol• 
.. ' 

lower ' al :.o l1n,d to feel thi I er ecn tion a th } r would not 

l)ear arm ' nor er,le in ,,-nr, and tllso 1)er-;iqte11tly refu ed to 

make oi1th. Tl1i refu ~al the.. ba ed on the IJa i1ge in cri])· 

ture, ,,·here J e ·u ._ a}· , ::\Iatt. ; 1 3-1:: ' 4 Bt1t I ay t1nto } ou, 

,vear 11ot at all ; ' ancl :\Iatt. :S, 3 7: But let )Tour com• 

ruu11ication be jrea, ),,ea: .L .,.. ay, na)": £or "'hat oe\'er i more 

than the e cometh 0£ e, il. ' 

l\Iany government l)rohibit d all meeting of the In }lira­

tioni ' t , a they ,·rere callecl, at1d im 1)0 ed hea ,.J' fin on 

tho e ,vbo till per i --ted in holding them. In pite of all 

thi 01)1)re ion the ect continuecl to gro,,,, although many 

had to leave their native land, friend ancl all in order to go 

to ]Jlace \,1here the authoriti \Vere 1nore tolerant, and ,vhere 

they ,vere allo,,1 e(1 to erve God accor<1ing· to their cho en 

faith. The n10 t liberal government Tira.. tbnt of Ile ia, 

"'here mo t of the e1nigrant flocked nnd ,,vhich on that 

account containe<l the large t cong·reo·ation . 

A great los t their cau e occt1rrecl in the year 17 49 ,rhen 

J. F. Rock <.lied; and ,vith hi death the gift of in piration 

cea ed. But his place wa taken 1)}' other , ,,,ho follo,ved in 

his footstep , and "' ho mini tered to the variot1 coin mt1nitie , 

using for their lJasis the writings a11cl te tin1onie of Rock 

and Gruber and also the Bible. The 1no"t prominent of the 

successors 0£ Rock \Va P. G. agel, a man of education a11d 

a graduate of the University of Jena. Ile al o, in conjunc• 

tion with others, traveled much and continued the work 
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along the line of the fo uncler . ~agel died in 1779, and 

from that time on the decline of th e ociety, which hacl really 

commenced with R ock death, became more 1·apid unt il a t 

the beginning of the nineteenth cen tury but fe \,v of the once 

large cong regation re1nained; even the e f e"T had fallen back 

into the way of the common worlcl more or le , })referring 

an ea y -going way to the t rial and t ril)11lation offered by 
their father . Thi ,va due to on1e extent to t he fact that 

inspiration had cea ed to exi t, }Jut al o to the general decline 

of religion in tho e year ·. The king and ruler of the 

variou coun trie~ were often engaged in war ancl p olitical 

event di ver ted t he th ough ts of the people from religio11s 

matter ; the chai1· of t he higher ducati nal in titutions 

wer e filled with m en of rationali tic inclinat ion · the tu­

clent were brough t in contact with the lil)eral idea of their 

teacher , ancl by them the e were l)read throughout the 
lancl . 

II 
'l'IIE REVIVAL OF 1817 

The lo\v ancl gradual clecline, de cribed above, continued 

unt il the year 1 17 when a ne,v and g reater period da\vned 

£or t he ociety. The old worker ~ had long ago foretold 

that the good worl{ 1Vo uld not die out that there would 

come a time when new teachers would arise and "~th new 

life and ,7igor proclaim the olcl doctrine . F or year the 

prospects for the fulfillment of the e prophecies had been 

dark and gloomy and many had commenced to dot1bt t heir 

truth. But the time had now arrived, the r e\7i \'·al came, and 
with it new life and zeal was awakened. 

The fir t tep in the new movement occurred when M. 

I 

-
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l(rau e1i of "tra burg ,va endowed with the gift 0£ in pi­

ration. I-le proclaimed God' deep orr \'' ov·er the decline 

and decay of th work, o nobly and faithfully commenced 

a hundred year before, calling on the fe,v remaining faith­

ful to b gin life anew, by mbracing th doctrine of the new 

a well a of the old J)rophet not only in word and form a 

heretofore, but al o in pirit. Krau ert' in piration w re 

recognized by a number of the old member . ther did 

not accept them a godly, and were thu turned again t the 

r vTi\Tal n1ovement. 

A few month later another per on received the gift of 

in piration. Thi was Barbara IIeinemann, a poor pea ant 

girl, born at Leiter w iler, 1 ace, without culture and edu­

cation. he never had the ad vantage of chooling·, not ev·en 

being able to read or write. "he ~Ya earning her living a 

a servant, and had never paid much attention to religion 

1natter , taking part in the variou frivolitie of the world, 

without thinking anything l>ad about them. One day she 

became engaged in <leep meditation about her pa t life, and 

she l)ecame aware of her great unwortbine s to be called a 

chri tian. From that time on he ought to inform her elf 

of the requi ite of a truly religion life; she went to church 

regularly, al o asking the mini ter and other people, whom 

she kne\v to be pious church members, how he could hape 

her life, so a to be more in con£or1nity with the teaching 

of Chri t. But there she met with poor uccess; mo t of 

them smiled at such religious inclinations at her age-the 
age at which the world lies before the youthful mind as 

having only joys and pleasures in to!'e. Thi rebuke n·om 
the few, where she could hope £or information upon the 
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ubject o c.1ear to her heart, left her in a orrowft1l tate of 

mind. he ~va longing f<)r omething better but did not 
know ,,there to £nd it . 

t t hat ti rne he had hearcl of people, who hacl eparated 
them el \·e, from the church ancl \\"ho held meeting after 

their own £aith and belief. rfh e, he heard, were called 

Pie ti t . 
1

he at once et about to }Jeco n1 e ac<1 uRiutecl \'.1ith 
them and for that pur1)0 e vi ited a lad1·, \vhom he kne\Y 

to be connectecl ,~,it h thi ect. .l\.fter <>me he itatit)n --he 

,va admitted to their rn eeting , and thu IJecame a member . 

It wa in the hou e of one of the e Pieti t that --he fir t met 

l\f. ICrau ert, and at once felt that tbi man in "piration 

""ere godly, and that he had at la t found what he ,va 

longing for. he now accompanied I rau ert on hi vi it 

to e,eral of the congregation 0£ the In JJirationi t , and 

hortly after be al o recei \·ed the remarkable gif:t J>O -

e ed by Krau ert. he J)Oke Yvith great po,,·er u ing 
well cho .. en lang uage although he never bad an;T tl'aining 
in that line. 

1\..bout the an1e time another 3to11ng member, by the 

name of hri tian l\letz, of l{onnebl1rg, received the ame 
gift 0£ in 'J)iration, already IJO -."e eel hy }rrau ert and B. 

I-Ieinemann. The e three then were the true founder:, and 

recognizecl leader of ""hat ~"a callecl the Tew 0111munity. 

ICrau ert oon £ell l)a k into the world becau e he 

bowed too 1n t1ch fear in }Jl'c>clain1ing the ,vorcl of God, aud 

becau e he dicl not want to bear the per ec11tion \V hich oon 
follo""ed; therefore C1hri tian l\Ietz and Barbara IIeinemann 

only remainetl. The e t""o carried on the work in much the 
ame way a Rock and Gruber had clone before. The 
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mi i n -work and t ra \Tel ,vere largel )- })erformecl by . 
1'Ietz, 1 . I-I einemann ta!ing at home or ,·i iting other 

1>lace only n pecial occa ion . 
1

• ietz, u ually in compan),, " ,,ith one or the other of the 

brethren from Ronneburg no"" \·i ited the \"'ariol1 town 

and J)lace where remnant f th ld in piration community 

,v re kno\,·n t exi t, uch a l., ch'\"\Tarzenau, IIi1nbach, H om­

b11rg bau..: n, Liebloo 
1 

... T et1,,11ed and other . There he wa 

v·ariot1 ly recei \-ed; 01n at once acce11ted him a a new 

teacher antl prophet, coming a the fulfillment of the before 

mentioned l)rophecie · oth r ,vere filled "·ith gra·ve doubt 

alJout tl1e authenticity 0£ hi teaching " ·hile till other "' al­

though bt1t few came 0L1t openl)· again'"' t him branding him 

a. au impo ter, trj1 ing to i1nitate Ro ·k and r t1ber from el­

fi h moti\1 e and for l)ersonal gain. "'1 ome of the e doubter 

after""ar(l were convinced of th ir error, and were thereafter 

among the 1uo t active and ardent .. t1p1)orter 0£ the "' ociety 

of True In piration, a it wa no,v called. 

The ociety now became more and more t1nited 11ntil it 

finally found it elf 11ncler a gov·ernmen t imilar to the one 

exi ting at the pre ent day, exce11t that there wa no com­

m unity of good . 'fhe leacler ,,Tere Chri tian 1'Ietz and 

Barbara Heinemann, and t he "Tord 0£ God, made kno,·vn 

through them, wa the highe t authority in all matter . In 

adclition to thi the teachings of hri t and the po tles a 

well as the Old 'fe tament, formed their ba i of faith. El­

ders were appointed in each of the variou place , who had 

to look after the epiritual and temporal welfare of the 

members within their jurisdiction. 
Community of goods had not yet b een adopted. There 



, 

A HI TORY OF TIIE A1'1ANA O IETY 1 9 

were rich and poor educated and uneclucated profe ional 

men merchant , manufacturer , arti an farmer ancl labor­

er among the member of t he ocietJ' ; bt1t the ~Tealthy and 

well-to-do "Tere ev·er ready to hel1) along their l)Oor br th­

ren. A funcl wa e tabli heel made U}) 0£ the ·voluntary 

contribution nncl of legacie left by decea ed 1ne1n ber 1 ; ot1t 

of thi fnnd t he neec1J' cot1l l borrow "Tithout inter t when 
it ~"a deemed nece ar_y,. by t he elder . 

But the ociety oon had to pa., through the ame l)er e­

cution ancl mole tatio11 ex1>eriencecl by their forefathers. 

ome of the clergymen cat1 eel . l\1etz and 13. IIei11en1ann 

to be repeateclly arre ted, and accu ed t hem of con piracy 

again t the church l) dra\fing awa their hurch members. 

ually they -n1 ere relea ed in a bo1--t time a · the charge 
could not be u tainecl against t hem. 

Anothe1~ ource of endle t rouble for the ociety were its 
chool . They had withdrawn their childr~en from the l)Ul)­

lic school , p1·eferring to in truct the1.t1 l)rir·ately by teachers 

elected from t heir own numher, accorcling to their faith in 
1~eiigious matter . Church and ch ool were clo ely con­

nected in t ho e time ; a large !)art of the curriculum of the, 

school con ·i ted of religiou in t raction, ,vhich of course 

differed from the view. 0£ t he ociety, and therefore they 

dicl not desire their children to be taught along t wo different 
line . 

Thi, maintenance of e1)arate school the government 

would not l)ermit, and fine were a e ed again t the par ­

ent of every child reported ab en t fl'om chool. These 

fine they willingly paid rather t han acri:fice their prin­
ciples. 

• 



Thi tnte <)f affair cunti11l1ecl for a 11t11nber of \tear , the 
~ 

go\T rn111ental ruole t11tio11 becomi110· 111ore ,·exatiou e\·er.y· 

) ear, e 11eeially at 'ch,,·nrzen~1t1 t1ntil it became a11pareut 

that it " ra onl)r a c1l1 tio11 of tirne ,, h 11 the In. J)irationi t 

,vot1lcl ha,Te to renounce their faith a11cl rett1r11 tcJ the fold 1£ 
the cht1rc]1, or lea,re t l1eir l1 on1e ,-incl eek refuge ~There they 

coulcl follo,,T tl1eir religion ct1 to rn .. t1nmole tecl. 
rfhi latter e\·eut finnll)T came in t}1e )·ear l/26 when it 

"·a no longer })O, il le £or the ·o -me111ber. at ~ch,,,arzenau 

to li, e in })euce according· to their conviction : ancl no,v came 
the {1uestion t)f a futl1re bo1ne £or the"e exile . Thi~ ,va 

finally ol v·ed in that t l1e ociety lea"'ed a large e tate at 
IarienlJoru, ,,rith comrnodiou builcl ing· and exten i ,·e farm­

la11d , near Iionneburg, the home ot the princi1)a.l elder . 
Ilere all me1u lJer. \vere gi \'·en opportunity· t earn their li ,-. 
ing according to their calli11g or inclination, each one in turn 
paying a hare 0£ the rent. Tht1 wa e tal)li hed the fir t 

re£uge £or tho e ,,, ho preferred to leave e,1el')"thing behind, 

rather than to become traitor to their faith. Others came 
from variot1 parts of the country, o that all the available 
room at 1arien born ,va oon ()ccupied. Now it became 

clear, that the £t1lfillment 0£ the })rophecy by . ietz, that 
the Lord wot1ld oon collect and gather in hi faithful er ­
\1auts, ,,,a near. till more were rea ly to leave their 
ho1ne , and a there was no more lancl available at J\larien­

born, the society rented a number of building , erected and 
formerly occupied by the I-Ierrnhuter ociety, and called by 
them the Ilerrnhaag. The e buildings were large with 
many rooms; and although 11ot used £or many year , they 
suited the purpose admirably, a they had been designed 

' 
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and built £or a pt1r1)0 e imilar to the one for ""'hich they 
were now to be u ed. 

Thi ~Ta in the year 1 )2 . I t wa not long, before the 

new home wa al o filled a many large congregation had 

moved there, e J)ecially from Edenkoben ancl witzerland. 

I n 1 32 the ociety lea ed the old con,.,,ent 0£ Arn burg, 

owned by the ount of Laubach. Thi vva a large building 

with many hall and apartment , £or111erl)7 occu1)ietl lJy 

monk , bt1t now it had not been in u e for a long· time. In 

connection with it were large tract 0£ land ancl a flouring 

mill. All thi was soon p eopled by member of the ociety, 
for at thi time RonnelJurg , an old medieval ca tle and the 

home of the In l irationi t £or over a hundred year , ,va 
abandoned, owing to difficultie with t he owner . 

The wealthier 1nember t riecl to a i t t heir })Oor as ociate 

a much a pos il le. They e tablished woolen mill and 
knitting '~'ork in order to give em1)loyment to tho e not 

able or willing to follow ome inclividual bu ine ~ or trade. 

I n addition to tho e no,v living in the three com1nunities 
Ia1~ienborn, I-Ierrnhaag, and Arn burg ( or Armenb11rg, a it 

wa later callec1 ) there were till many who had remained in 

their home , being helcl there by their bu iness or proper ty, 
or becau e their governments were n1ore tolerant. These 

ker t in touch with the ociety, ob ervi.ng all it rule aud 
requirement ancl recei,7ing occasional ,,.i it from the prin­

cipal elder . I n 1 34 the ociety had again outgrown its 

quarter , and more room and land hatl to 1Je acquired in 
order to 1 rovide a place of re iclence and mean of li ving £or 

the new member con tantly coming to the ociety. F or 
thi pur1)0 e they obtained a lea ehold on the con ent of 



ngelthal, a1Jout 13 mile from Arm nburg al "'o o,vned by 

th 1ount of l.1au bach. 

Thi 1 lace ""a al o ,·ery old urrounded b)~ a large ,vall, 

in accordanc "·ith the ct1 /',tom of former centurie . iany 

of the dw lling fir t had to be repaired in order to make 

them inhabitable. After in \TOl \·ing a con id rable amount 

of money and labor it ,va finall)" ready £01~ occupation, and 

the fir t meml er moved there in the £all £ 1 ' 3-!, followed 

by many more in 1 35. 
The ociety now had apparently reached the quiet and 

peaceful life for which it had been t riving for a core of 

year . 
The l)iritual management re ted n1ninly in the hand of 

C. {etz who ,~.-,a at that tin1e the only one po essing the 

gift of ins1 iration, a Barbara H einemann had in the mean• 

time married eorge Landmann and oon after lo t her 

spiritual J)O"'er. . l\Ietz made regt1lar call at the v·ariou 

communitie , a si ting ,vherever the local elder needed 

conn el and advice. Ile al o made a number of journey to 

\Vitzerland, where se'?eral of the old In piration comruu­

nitie were till e '"i ting and from which many later came to 

the society. 
H e \vas an eloquent and forceful speaker 1vith con ider• 

able executive ability. Ilis piritual te timonie were deliv­

ered in a ublimity and purity of language far beyond hi 

ordinary abilities. Ile also wrote a large number of hymn , 

many of which are now read and sung in the meeting or the 

society. In the management, especially of bu iness affairs, 

be was al>ly a sisted by P. 1\1ook, "'\V m. JVI rschel, C. 1V1. 
Winzenried, Jacob D rerr, F. Heinemann, G. D reller, and a 

number of others. 

, 

• 
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Thu the affair 0£ the ociety were in a IJro perou con­
ilition, but oon the old trou lJle commenced again. The 

government would not accept the affirmation of the mem­
ber in place of an oath· l)ut the member of the ociety 

could not be induced to ,vear. Thi con trover y iva 

revived every time some legal 1natter came u1), putting them 
to much annoyance and expen e. They explained the mat­
ter fully to the government, tating why they did not deem 

it con i tent with their faith to wear. The government 
took the matter under advi e1nent, but did not render a 
deci ion for a long time. Finally the matter wa decided 
ad ver ely to the ociet3r. 

Thi pro\.Ted to be an incident of mo t vital influence on 
the future of the ociety. ome time l)efore the Lord had 
ah·eady re\Tealed through hi in trumen t . l\,1etz that H e 

would lead them out of thi land of ad ver ity to one where 
they and their child1·en could live in l)eace and liberty. o 
intimation had been gi \Ten when this would happen, but the 
elder felt that the time had now arrived. o on July 25th, 
1 42, they held a conference at Armen l)urg to di cu the 
matter, but could not reach a sati factory deci ion. A ec­
ond conference was held at Engel thal on Augu. t 13th, in 
which t l1e Lord clir·ected through C. lVIetz that e\reral mem­

ber should go to America, the land of per 011al and relig ­
ious liberty, to find a ne,v and permanent home for the 
ociety. 

III 

RE fOV AL TO A~f ERIO 

The member ~ elected £or the journey to America were 
Chri tian 11etz, G. A . \Veber, \Vm . oe and G. Acker-
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mann. The .. e ,vere given full power to act£ r all the mem­

ber~ and to purcha land w h re th )7 de med be t. 

n the 5th of ~ 'eJ)tember, 1 '42 tl1e e 1nen bid good bye 

to their relati,"e-.;, friend , and comfortable home , to 0·o 

aero th ea for a ne,,r land and home vther their trial 

would be nded and where tbe}T ''"ould be permitted to li"·e 

accorcling to tl1eir faith and conviction . 

far a Bremen they were accompanied by ,, ... n1. l\1 r-

chel. Dr. ,,r eber' little on al accorupaniecl them, a he 

wa going with hi father to America. .L\.£ter parting with 

"\Vm. { r chel they ailed from Bremen on the 1 th of "ep­

tember, an l after a stormy voyage of thirty-eight day they 

arrived at r e,v x.,. ork " 'here the}T at once proceeded to in­

form them elve in regard to any uitable tract of land 

" 1hicl1 might l e for ale in that or the neighboring tate . 
They became acc1uainted ,vith a lan l agent, ,vbo offered 

them a large tract 0£ land in hatauc1ua ounty, ..,._ Y. 

This they deciclecl to visit, and o they left :rew 1.,. ork for 

Buffalo, traveling up the I·lud on a far a ll)nny, and 

from there on the Erie Canal. ..t\..t Buffalo they heard of 

another large tract of land, the 

near Buffalo, which was £or al 

eneca Indian Re er\"ation, 

and which eemed more 

aclapted to their purpo e, being nearer to the market and 

0£ ea y acce . o they decided to make a short top at 

Buffalo, in order to drive out to thi land and in pect it, be­

fore continuing on their journey. They "'ere well plea ed 

with the land, part of which \Va till C0\1 ered ,vith den e 

virgin forest, and part wa under cttltivation by the Indian , 

who still li ed there. 
'fhey ~1ere inclined to make a purcha e here, but decided 
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hatat1c1 ua la11d a11d t hen take ,,~ hiche\·er 

. l etz a11cl ,\Tm. X oe ,vere le tailed to 
mal<e the tri1). rrhe r t t1rnecl iu a fe"' clay~, tating that 

they were ati fi.ed that the I11dian la11d ,,,a. the mo t 11it ­

abl . 
1

0 they enterecl into negotiation, wit.h t he gd n 

Land o. the com1)aD}T ,, .. hich hacl }JUrcl1ase(l the re erva­

tion from the govern1nent. The_y· finall}r l)t1reha ed of one 

of the partner -- <)f the com !Jany 10, 0lJ0 acre· at ,,.. 1 (J. f>O 1)er 

acre the con ve51ance fir ."'t to 1Je accep ted l) all t11e 11artner 

of the co n1r)n.ny "·he> liv-ed in ... :re l;r· 1..,. rk. ..L\.fter a long 

time of waiting they ,vere 11otifiecl that the other 111em l)er 

of the com1Jans .. ,,,ere not willing to mak e the al e ou the e 

term · o ne,v negotiation hacl to be comme11ced. They 

finally came to an agreetnent l)y ,vl1ich 5,000 acre ,ver e })Ur­

cha eel at ten clollar , per acre and 11orv the frie11d in xer­

man y were notifiecl that a }Jurcha?e hacl bee11 made and 

that a nt1 m be1~ of reliable men h ot1lcl cc)me over t o com -
mence the 11e\v ettle111ent . 

Bn t the , oci ty ,, .. a adly <li a1)pointe<.l i11 the hope t hat 

ever thing ,vould go ·ru ooth and })eacefully no,\T. Jt1, t a 

0 0 11 a I t he fir -t com1 n.ny of the ne\,. et t ler arri '<?ed from 
Europe anll l)egan J)re1)aration for t he builcli11g of hot1 e , 

the Indian , who ,vere till on the re er vation ec>mmenced 
to ho,v ho tility. They di l not ,,rant any--- \\' hite men on 

the lancl which hacl been their' ancl t heir £n,ther ' £or age._ 

2\Iany were in £a\TOr of rep11diating the treaty l)y " ·hicl1 they 

ha l old their land to t lJ e nitecl -,tate go"·ernment . The 

ociety treated them kindly and t riecl to ex1)lain to th m 

that the purcha e ,va perfectly legal ancl that they ,vere no"vv 

the lawful o\\rner of the land. ome of the Indian yielded 
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and left for the ne,v re er\Tation providell for them b}· the 

go\·ernment b11t on1e "·ere ·tul)lJ01·n and per"'i. tentl) refu ~ed 

to leave, and it ,va 11ot until 1 46 arter the ociety had 

invoked the a i tance of th authoritie at "\Va hington, thiit 

the la t one could be induced to lea,re for their new horne. 

At the tin1 of the l)urcha e of the laud, the Ot;iet5-

had no inte11tion to introduce communi"'m into it~ oro·nuiza­

tion. The original plan , a to hold the lancl and hot1 "'e in 

common, each member ::, c ntribution t the })llrcha"'e money 

being ecured l)y a l)l'O}JOrtionate hare in the real e --tate ttnd 

al o dra,ving a rea onal)le rate of intere ·t. Thi ,va oon 

found to be in1practicable, ancl ab olute com111t1ni.-.1n ,,Ta" 

adopted, and today i one £ the fundamental rt1le :. of the 

society. 

Duri11g tl1e )'ear 1 43 to 1 4G ome eight ht1ndreu people 

came over from Germany, and the lant1 \Vhich had hereto­

fore been the home of Indian , covered with ~lirgin fore ~t 

and untilled plain ~, oon J)re ented a \Vi<l.ely different appea1~­

ance. The vlace of the old Indian hnt. and log hon ~e ,va 

taken by roomy and uh tantial, though plain hou "'e ; tl1e 

oil \Va broken and soon coveretl ,vith ,va,Ting grain; t,vo 

,voolen mills, a fl.ouri11g mill, everal "'tore , t,vo tannerie , 

and a number of other 1nanufactorie ,vere establi =-hed to 

give emf)loyment to all according to their talent and inclina­

tion. The society no,v fully organized under the name of 

'' Ebenezer Society,'' ,vhich title wa u ed in all bu ine 

transactions. The houses ,vere not scattered over the entire 

territory, but \Vere arritnged in £our village called ieder 

Ebenezer, Mittel ElJenezer, Ober Ebenezer and .l eu Eben­

ezer, the prefixes meaning lower, middle, upper, and ne'rv 
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re~1 ecti \,.el1-. Each \Tillage had it · tore, it meeting hou e 

or I lace of \VOr hi1 and it chool , and had it O\\' D local 
go\'·ernment con i ting 0£ a lJoard of elder . the l)Opu­

lation increa ed n1ore land \"\'a pureha ed but of cour e at 

a much higher })rice than it could ha \1e been bought at the 
time of the original purcha. e. 

A nurulJer of peo1 le al o joined the ociety from anada, 
and a the)T ownetl ome la11d there, the ociety decided to 
locate two 111ore village on it. One wa at anehorough, 

later hangec1 to I e1111eberg lJ the "Ociety, about fort -five 
mile north we t of Bt1ffalo and one near the l iagara river, 
twelve mil , no1~h of Buffalo callel1 anada Ebe11ezer. 
The 'e t,vo anadia11 ·villag were built on the au1 gen­
eral plan a the other , each having a 1nall tore and 

ome other 1Ju ~ine e tabli hment , but their principal value 
to the oeiety \\'a in the valualJle pine fore t on the adjoin­
ing land. Ln.ter di1ring the time of eruigrati<)n to the we t, 

large quantitie of lumber \Vere ct1t there and hir>ped to the 
ettlement in the U nitecl tate to l)e old or utilized for 

building I ur1 Jo e . 

rrhu the ociety increa ed ancl 1>ro J)ered until the ear 

1 J± \v·hen it gro\Yth had l1ecorue uch that it became ap­

parent that 111ore lancl \\rould ha\te to be acc1uired. A all 
the availal>le land in the neigh ~Jorbood \Va held at a high 
pric , the elder aw the ad ·vantage of go111g ,ve t and ob­
taini.ng a tract of land large enough £or all time . nother 
rea on ft>r the cle"ire to c> 1)tain another location "'Ta the 
clo e proximit.Y of the rar>illly gro'i\1 ing city of Bt1ffalo, 
which had an i11juriot1 i11tiuence, e pecially n the you11ger 
111eml)er of the ociet)" and it al o interfered with the 



quiet an(l ecluded life of ,, .. hich the coloni t were o d e-
• 
11' tl ., . 

In .,_' ep tember I 54 th e L ord ga t"e the co1n1u an(l through 

. f etz that fot1r memlJer -- houlc.l go ,ve '"' t nntl fi nd a n e,v 

l1ome £or the l)ciet),., antl ~o "" . ~retz . r. "'\\Tinzenreid, 
1 

• . L. l\[a)"er , ancl F . "\\T eber ,v r a1)1>ointecl for tl1i pur-

1)0 e. Tl1ey did not kuo,v· ,,~here to go but a l{an a wa 

at that t i1ne t he Iecca 0£ the the h ome eek er~ the1.,. con­

cludecl t vi it t hat territor_y, and if a11y t1itable tract of 

land cot1ld b e found to pt1rcba e it for their new h ome. 

'They l' 11t abot1t a month in Ir a11 a " , t raveling in ,,,.agon 

,vith Indian guicl e , and en<lurecl mrtnJ" harcl hip , l)ut thej" 

could 11ot clecicle on any pt1rcha~e. Tl1e onl}" piece of land 

whi ·h eemed uital>le '"'a a part of th e D elaware Indian 

Re er ,·at ion, but t he Inclian d eclined to ell. .., o the)T de­

cicl ed to return to Ebenezer, 1uuch di ~couraged b jr the £ail­

t1re of th eir commi ion. But the 1)l:1n of r moval ''la not 

abanuonetl on account of tbi failure. In Joven1l)er a new 

co1nmittee, con i ting of J. "'\Vitt n1er and J. B e~ er, \Vere ap-

11ointed t o go t o t he ne,v ' tate of Io,·va and in\,; l)ect the large 

t ract of G overnme11 t la11tl till to be had there after which 

t hey ,ver e to r eturn and re1)ort to t he other elder . The)­

,ri ited many l)lace in I owa, bnt the t erritory l)etween Iowa 

ity and 1areng·o eeme<.l t () theo1 the m o t uitable for 

their purpo e. They were e pecially " rell plea ed with a 

wide valley a b out t ,venty 111ile ,,ve t of Io,,,n, "ity on lJoth 

ide of the I o"1a river. There were fertile rolling prairie , 

with bltrffs antl woodlancls along the watercot1r e ; they aw 

that the river could b e utilized for furni bing ,vater })Ower 

for factories, a11d that the rich prairie oil wa r eady for the 
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plow and woultl not have to be cl ared of hea\·_y· tin1~1Pr n , 

had been the ca e in E~)eoezer. 

The committee return d and re1>orted the condition a, 

they had found the t11, tating that in their opinion they had 

found a place Y,ell uit cl to their rec1 uiremen t . Thi ,va., 

con idered in a 1ueeti ng of the boarcl 0£ t ru -.c tee and it ,,·a , 

finally concludecl to make tl1e new ettl ement on the land o 

favorably rep orted on l B eyer and ,Vittn1er. It wa 

agreed that J. Beyer 1
• :i\[. ,Vinzenreid , J. ,,7itt mer and 

F. Ileinemann hol1ld at once proceed to I on-"a and 1>urcha e 

a tract of land 0£ a1)11ro1Jriate ·ize. ., o tl1ey returned for 

thi pt1rpo e to the localit)1 alrea(1)7 vi ·ite<l the ear before. 

A numlJer of £arm were cattered ◊\-er the territory, bttt 

there wa till a con ide1·able amot1nt of gov·ernruen t land to 

be had, ancl of thi ~ the)7 pt1rcha eel abot1t :,,300 acre . Th y 

experienced con ideraLle clifficul ty in getting J)O e ion of 

the cattered lot bet\\Teen the lancl alreacl 1)urcha eel. 

J\1any of the £armer, n l1 earing of their ol ject clemanded 

hig h price ; other lived in di tant l)lace ancl had to be vi -

ited in order to come to an agreement; but in })ite of the ·e 

difficultie t hey ma11agecl to obtain enough land to enalJle 

them to begin the ale of t he ElJenezer lancl aucl coru1uence 

the removal to I owa. 

The fir t village wa laid 011t on a hill nor t h of the I owa 

ri \~er eleven 1nile ea t of Iarengo. I t " ra call eel 1\.mana, 

a name taken from the BilJle a11d ineaning '' remain t rt1e. 

At fir t onlj- mall £ra1ne hou e were built l)t1t a more an l 
rnore hel1J came from the ea t the t1uarrie on the land could 

b e worl{ed and stone builtling erectecl. 111 t he follo"ring 

year:, se\"eral more village ,vere co1umenced at different 
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JJlace on the t rritory: ,, ... e t . \..mnna and outh 

1 5 G IIigh \.n1ana i11 1 t 5 7 and Ea t Amana in 1 

• mana 1n 

60. l"p 
to thi ti111e the neare t railroad .. tation had Leen I o\"va ity, 

twenty 111ile cli""tant but now the 1Ii i "'ip11i and Ii Ol1ri 

I{. ll., lat~r 11nmed '. R. I. c P. ,, a C<)mpleted a far a 

II0111e tcad, n. 111all tO\\ 11 <>nth of the ociet)-r' territory . 

1\.ll goocl from the ea :-.t ,,·oulcl no,v l)e unloade<l th re and 

it wot1ld al-30 for1n t l1e biJ)l ing })Oi nt for the neigbl)oring 

far111i11g 1)opulatio11. The t) ietyT a,v the nece it}" of own­

ing tl1i railroad ·tation and o in 1 61 the entire village 

of I-Iome tead wa bought and thn became the ixth of the 
village of the ociet}"· In 1 1 62 another "Tillage ,ra founded 

two mile we:'.lt 0£ ..c\.mana aud called iiiddle 1\.mana. 

The ale of t he Ebenezer land ,,,i1 no,v almo t completed, 

and the last of the ren1aining mern her came to I owa on 

December 13th, 1 64. 

By that time the ociety had acc.1t1ired about 26,000 acre 

of lan(l approximately the amot1nt owned at the pre ent 

time. In 1 59 the ociety ,va incorporated a a religious 

and benevolent ociety under the name of' r\.111ana 'ociety." 

The purpo e ought to be obtained b)7 thi organization as a 

religiou society and com1uunity i be t defined and et 

forth in 1\rticle 1 and 2 a embodied in it con titution. 

The follo,ving are the mo t in1portant provi ion 0£ the 

con tit utiou, Articles 1 and 2 being given in full: 

Article 1. The fou11clation of our civil orga11ization is and shall 

rernain forever God, tl1e Lord, and the faith, which H e worked in us 

accord ing to I-Iis free g race and mercy, and which is founded upon 

(l) the word of God as revealecl i11 tl1e Old and ew T estament. (2) 

'l"he testimony of Jesus th rough the sp iri t of 1>rophecy. (3) the hid­

den spirit of grace and cbastise1nent. 

• 
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The purpo e of our a ociation a a religjou ociety i 

no worldly or selfi h one, but the 1)urpo e of the love of 
th refore 

od in IIi 
vocation of g race received by tl to erve ilin1 in the in, ar<.l and 

outward bond of union according to Hi la"ys ancl His reqnire111ent 

in our own co11 ciences, ancl thu to ,vork out the alvat1on of our 

oul , through the redeerniug grace of J e u ,hri t, i11 elf-<.lenial in 

the obedience of our faith, and in the demon tration of our faithful- · 

ne s in the inward and outwarcl service of the ommunity, by the 

power of grace, wl1icb God 1)re ent t1 with. 

Ancl to fulfill this duty ,ve do hereby coove11ant ancl 1,romise col­

l ectively and each to the other by the acce1)tance and igning of this 

l)re ent con titutioo . 

A1·ticle 2 . I n thi bond of u11ion tied by God among t ourselves, 

it is our unanimou will and re olutiou, that the land purcha ed here 

and that may hereafter be l)Urcha ed hall be and remain a com1no11 

e. tate and 1)roperty, with all improvement thereupon ancl all a1J})Ur­

tenance thereto as al o with all the labor, care , trouble and bur­

den , of which each 111ember hall bear his a.ll oted hare with a willing 
heart. 

Ancl having obtained in pur uance of the act of tl1e legislature of 

thi tate, 'baJ)ter 131 JJaA ed J\ifarch 28, 1858 an incor1Joration as a 

religiou ociety it i herelJy agreed on that the pre ent and futnre 

titles to our common laud hall be conveye<l io ancl ve ted in The 

Amana ociety" in the T o,v11 hip of Amana, a our corporate name 
by which we are known in law. 

A1·ticle 8 . Agriculture, manufacture au<l trade shall form the 

mean of st1ste11a11ce, an<l out of the income of the e the expenses of 

the society shall be defrayed. If any surplus ren1ains it hall be 

app1iecl to i1nprovement , to the erection of chool and meeting­

h ou es, care of the olcl and ick, the founding of a bus in es ancl af ety 
fund, and to benevolent 11ur110 e in general. 

Artfcle 4. The control an<l manage1nent of the society shall be 

vested in a board of 13 t ru tee , to be elected annually out of the 

number of elders. The tru tees ball a11nua1ly elect out of their ntrm-



ber a Pre ... icl ,nt '\ ice-Pre~1deut a11<l .,ecretnr,, who -hall have full 
• 

power to sign all pul1lic an<1 legal clocu111ent~ iu the na1ne of the 

ociety . 

.. 1rt,cle 5. Every 111en1ber i in cluty bound to give b1 or l1er per­

Rona.l ancl real })roperty to the trn tee for tl1e common funcl, at the 

ti1ne of joining tl1e ·ocict) . l:l"'or ' Uch 1>a_ ment eacl1 1uen1ber 1 

en t,itle<l to a credit thereof on the book of the ociety ancl to a 

receipt ignc(l by the })re" iclent ancl ecretary, and i ' ect1red by the 

J>lodge of the co1111uo11 property of the . ociety . 

..1Lrt,cle 6. Each n1en1bcr i entitlecl to f ree boa.rel and d\Yelling, to 

SUJlpor t anc1 care in ol<l age 1ck11e a11,l infir1n1ty ancl to an aunt1al 

st11n of 1na.111tenance, the a111oun t of ,:v hich i to be fix.eu by the 

trustee . The 111en1bers relea e all clain1 for wage , intere t an<.l any 

sl1are in the 1ncon1e ancl of the e ta te of the oc1ety eparate f ron1 the 

co1nmon stock 

...: Lrticle 7. All chilclren an(l 1ninor after th cl eath of their pare11t 

and relatives hall be orphan un<ler the 1>ecial g uardian hi1) of the 

t rt1stccs <luring their 1111nority. ny credit , if n ot cli ~1Jo ed of by 

,vill, or any debt~ left by the 1>ar ents are to l)e a un1ecl by the chil­

clre11. (.,redit of u1e1nber dying 1nte tate withou t leaving lawful 

he1r'3 hall revert to the society . 

.Ll rticle 8. Ivie111bers leaving the ociety either by their own choice 

or by exp11lsion, shall receive back the a1nount paid into the co111mon 

funcl without any i11terest or allowance for ervice during the time 

of their rnembersl1ip. 

}j"rom the above ~Till be seen that communi mi not prac­

ticed for temporal or pecuniary J)urpo es or a an experi­
ment to olve g reat ocial problem , but i ubser\·ient to 
the great work, and one 0£ the mean better and more ably 
to })erform the inward and ot1t,vard duties required 0£ man to 

lead a true and christian life a commanded by God in Ili 
word in the Old and ew Testament ancl as revealed in the 

• 

• 
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te ti1nonie of tru in.,piration. io1nmuni 1u a })racticed in 

the ociety i 11a ed on faith a11c1 re(1 t1ire o beclience to faith 

elf-clenial, and lo,·e of l od an l man ancl i11 £olloYring a11cl 

adhering to t hi "' bo11d of lo\ ... e a11<.1 union, w hie h God ha ,. t ied 

among t them om111uni .. m ,,-ill be 111aintained. 

A large 11art of the land o,vned b;' the ociety " ""a erect e<.l 

into a tonrn hiJ) lJy it el£ and callecl 1\ mana T o\"\'ll l1i11 . 

..L\. few word no nt re111ain t o lJe aid a t th e J)re en t on­

dition of th e "'ociety. The increa e in meml>er hiJ) ha l)een 

lo~·{ but tea ly 111) to a £e,v year ' ago, l)t1t now £or e, .. eral 

year ha l eeu tati nar3'", l)eing 1700 or 1 'OC) . The 

ociety operate t ,,ro \1"oolen 111ill one at Amana a11d the 

other at l\i iddle ..c\..mana. -1.\.t Amana i ~ al o locatecl a factory 

for the manufacture of cott o11 })rint . The J)Ower 0£ the e 

four man t1factorie i £ur11i "'heel by the I on1'a ri v·er t hrough a 

canal 7 mile i11 length and by ~everal team engine . B e-

ide the e there i · a fl ot1ring mill at Amana and one at "'\\re t 

ruana al ~o 7 t ore di --t rilJuted throt1gh the '"'ariol1 t owns. 

The e tore ·11111Jly the want of the memlJer a well a :. of 

the urro11nding fn,r1ui11g })Ol)t1lation. rrbe ociety rai e 

nearl all the ag rict1ltural product required £0 1~ it own t1 e 

e,Teral hundrecl bjrecl hand being 1u1Jloyed for the heav·ier 

,vork. .,. early all the to ~,n are 11ro,ricled ,vi th a \-vater 3~ -

y tern fed from the canal or b }r dee1) well . Each member 

i }JfO\"ide l \,Tith board and cl lvelling, a pro,-ided for in the 

con titution. The 111eal ~ are taken in large lcitchen ho11 e , 

Yrhere 30-f>O p eople eat t ogether , thu making cooking by 

indi\·idual familie t1nnece ary. hildreu attend ch ool n.ll 
the year r ound from the age 0£ 5 to lJ. The chools are 

graded and are conclucte<.1 by teacl1er ,vho are mern bers of 
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t,he ociety. Th children are in tructed both in Engli h 
ancl German· but the " rman langt1age i u ed aln10 t ex­

clu i \ ely by th men1ber in their e\"er:y·cla}" " rork. Relig­

ion u1eeting are held in large meeting-hon e t""ice on 

"'11nda)" ancl ometime n week da)T and a hort prayer­

me ting i helJ e\Tery e\·eni11g. The er,-ice are pre ided 

o,·er by one of the elder , of ,vhich th re are about eighty 

in all. 'No one at th pre ent time ha the gift 0£ in ... pira­

tion. ( ,hri tian Ietz di eel in 1 6 7 and Barbara Lanclmann 

in 1 3, but the te timonie and "Triting left b}· the e are 

read in all m eting . 

New member are not admitted e ce11t they fir t gi,e 

proof of l)eing £11lly in accord \,~ith the religiou doctrine of 

the societ)T, and tl1en they 11 uallJ" have to go through a 

p eriocl 0£ prol)ation. Tl1e tru tee have the power to expel 

any me1nber ,vho e conduct i not accorcling to tl1e rule of 

th ociety. The £act that all 1·eligiou e_ erci e are con­

ductecl in Geru1an 1nakes it nece sar)' that tho e de iring to 

become 1neruber be fully conv r ant ",itl1 that langt1age. 

REl,IGIOlT ~ F .1.\l'l' II l 

The con£es ion 0£ faith of the Corun1unity of 'I'rue In pi­

ration is founded on the revealed word of God, a manife ted 

in the Old and e,v Testament, on the di vine tloctrine and 

teachings of Chri t and the A1)0 tle that all men hould 

obey the commandment of God, follov1 in the foot teps 

of Christ, and conform then~ conduct to !Ii teaching and 

example set before them while sojourning on earth. 

1 This chapter ,vas contributed by ~1r. George Heinemann, a member of the 
Amana ociety. 

• 
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TheJ,. l)elie,.,.e in Ciod the £ath r , the almigbt creator of 

heaven ancl of earth and of all th,lt i ,Ti ible an l in v·i ~ible 

and in hi only beo-otten on, the Lord J e ·u hri t , the 

mecliator and a vior of the ~rorld t he word, n~ho "'a in the 

beainning "~ith God the light of the ,,Torlll , n·ho '"~a. macle 

fle h God of God and on of man ent l1nto t11e " 'orlcl that 

"''ho oe~ler lJelieveth in IIi1n hould not J)E>ri h · nr ho t1fferecl 

great agon)7 "Ta crucified cliecl ancl hed hi rJloocl for the re­

mi _ ion of in. 1-\.ncl al o in od the holy +ho t, ,vho pro­

ceecl from the F ather and "'on, ,v ho i t", ec1 ually a<.l ore<l a1J 1 
honored, who ha r)ok n and or)eratecl t l1rot1gh the prc.)1>het 

of old and who e,Ten nolv peak and perate audilJl~ 

through the in trument of true in 1)iratio11, ancl hidcle11 

in wardl .}' throt1gh the b eart auc.l con cicnce to ,yn,rd re11en t­

ance and rene,val of heart, teaching denial of t1ngollli ne. · .. 
and ,vorldl)r l t1 t , ancl to li,Te oberl)T, righteo u ·l.} .. a11d g·ocll jJ 

in tlie l)re ·ent ,vorld. They ackno,vledg·e and avo"'- a hol)T, 

uni ver al chri t ian church, and a co r111nuui(>11 of .. aiut aull 

all IJeople of eversr nation, who fear Goel and ,vork right ­
eot1 ne are accepted ,,.,ith IIirn. rrhey lJelie,e in the rerni -

ion of in, t he re urrection of the 1 od y ancl in life ble eel 
a11d everla. ting . 

Di,.,ine nror l1ip i" offeretl in })l'a)"er meeting , \t here the­

,vord of Goel i read, and aclmonition for i11 t ruction and. 

ll eful ap1Jlication are rendered thereon b)r the eluer . 1. To, 

ern1011 are deli \.,ered, nor le11g·tby cli ·c11 ion 0£ chri .. tian· 

t heorie i11clulged in. Pra)· er i 1·egarJecl a \"ery- e e11tial , 
a commt1nication of the heart ,,·i th Goel. Pra)-er" are aicl 

in all 111e ting , and al o at t he hon1e an l iu t he famil) 
·ircle. 
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Bapti m with ,vater i 11ot practiced but i held to be only 

an out,vard form £ tru l)iritual lJnJ)ti m. 'piritl1al regen­

eratio11 and l)a1)ti, m in l)irit i belie,"ecl to be the ub tance 

of thi acram n t. I eligiou in "tructio11 i gi ,~en, and prac­

tical cbri tianity i taught lJy the pare11 " and al " O by teach­

er to children and )roung 1)eople. T he confirmation, or 

recepti n into the ,~enant of grace, occur at the age of 

fifteen. I t i a mo t . ole111n act, conduct d in open ervice 

,vl1ere the \7 0"T i made in the I re ence of the whole congre­

gation, a a ro,-enant of faith ancl with od. 
The Lord' . u1)per i celel)rated. I t 1 held l)ienniall y in 

the 1nanner a introduced by J e u among"t hi di ci ple . 

] eet ,,·a bing i practiced and olemnl done after the 

example given b)r hri t. 
Th y are duti(ully bound in £nithft1lne and allegiance to 

the authoritie , ancl remembrance i made in their prayer 

£or di vine guidance of the govern111ent and magi trate . 

They are noncon1batant , war b ing belie,1 ed to be again t 
the will of God and the teaching of hri t . 

Oaths are forbidden, a erments and confirmations are 

made by affir1uation. 
In dres and wearing apparel the many ,,rariable tyle are 

not imitated, stre being pl1t on comfort, comeline , and 

propriety. 
Dwelling houses likewise are commodiously but plainly 

built; living -room and apartments well £urni"hed, yet all 

extravagances and luxuries avoided. 
Games and all £ri volous and worldly amu ements are not 

countenanced, being harmful, diverting the mind from relig­

ious matters and from that most important aim 0£ life, to 

• 

I 
I 
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1'Tor k out the al vation of our oul in t hi pre ent time of 

grace, tbi being the paramount object and aim to which all 

men hould at tain, to live in llprigh tne and \Ti1·t ue, in the 

fear of J"Od, in t he bond of brotherly love and affection one 

to anothe1\ a piring to k eep the two g reat commandment : 

' Thou halt lo,e the L ord th5r God ,vith all thy heart, and 

with all thy oul, and with all thy mind ; and thou halt love 
thy neighbor a thy elf. ' 

On the ob ervance and in the o beclience of the e great 
fundamental law and principle of t rue chri tianity i ba ed 

and founded the faith and creed of the ociety · the e consti­

tute the progre , ucce , and continuance both as a relig ­

iou community and a a communi t ic a ociation, and to 

this aim al o JJoint and tend the prece1)ts and doctrines of 

the te timonie of true in 11iration, conforming to the word 
of God and the doctrine of holy criJ)ture. 

This doe not im1Jly an a cetic life, cheerle and di con­
tented. There are burden , cares, and anxietie , but in the 
1·e]ation of every day life, in the coop eration for mutua] 

benefit in the solicitude and care £or the welfare and happi­

ne of everyone and in the interest and ympathy J)artici­
pated in by all, is well manifested that their life is blended 
with peace and chee1fulnes , and that great comfort is found 

in that bond 0£ love and union, l oyalty and attachment that 
joins one to another , elders to members and old to young. 

A 1tI.A. ~ A. 

C H ARLE "' F RED OE 

l ow A Cou:N"TY, I o,v A 


