
THE MERIC POLITI AL 
OOIATIO 

The American Political clence A ociation was organized 

at ew Orlean , December 30, 1903, at the time of the an­

nual meeting of the American Economic and Hi torical 

A ociation . Prominent men from vario11 ections 0£ the 

country were in attendance at the e meeting and took part 

in the organization of the new ociety. I t is the re ult of a 

movement that wa begun more than a year ago. On De­

cember 30, 1902, there was held at "'\Va hington, D. . a 

meeting called £or the l)urpo e of con idering the ad vi a­

bility of 01·ganizing an a sociation for the promotion 0£ the 

tudy of com1)arative legi lation. During the di cu ion 

that occurred at thi meeting it was ugge ted t hat a society 

ought to be formed \vhich should do £or the entire field of 

Political cience a wor1 imilar to that of the A1uerican 

Economic and Hi torical As ociation . The opinion was 

ex1 ressed that the })ro1Josed ociety should not con.fine its 

effort to the field of comparative legi lation, but hould in­

clude within it phere the ubject of politics, jurispru­
dence admini tration, di1)lo1uacy and the other de1)artmen ts 

which pro1)erly belong to the general ubject of Political 

cience. A a re ult of the di cu sion, a con1mittee of 
fifteen wa appointed to a certain through co1·re pondence, 

the demand that exi ted £01-- the proposecl ociety. om­

munication wa had with many eminent lawyers tates1uen, 

and political cienti ts; and it oon became aJ)parent that 
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a1nong tho e mo t dir ctly inter t d in P olitical • c1e11ce 

th re ,,,a a11 alrno t unani1uou demand for a ociet)r to re1J· 
r ent their intellectual intere '. The committe therefore, 
i ... ti d a call for a meeting at J.. ... el't rlean at which their 

r port ,vot1ld l)e 111acle and ome definite action 111ight lJe 

taken. Thi m eting "ra held n D ceml)er 30. 1\. con'"'ti­
tution ,v a adOJ)t d, officer ,v·ere el cted, 1 and J)lan. ""ere 

formulated for the ""ork of the oci t~y·. 
The pur11 . e of th merican P litical ...:'cience ..4.\.. "Ocia• 

tion i t 11romote the cientific tud}" of the great J)robl 111 

0£ I olitical "ci nee. Thi pur110 e i to be accom pli hed, 
to quote from th ircular letter from the ecretary of the 
a ociation, ' by lJringing into clo er per onal conta.ct tl10 e 
inter tecl in thi gen ral fi ld of thought, l)y ncouraging 
re earch, l)y furni bing at it annu,il meeting opportuniti 
£or di cu ion, by aiding- to the xt nt of it financial 
ability- in the collection of ,1aluable material, and by the 
publication 0£ impo1tant J)a1)er . '' It i the hope and pur­
pos of th a ociation to intere t not onl tho e engaged in 

1 'rhe follo\ving officers were eloctetl for the first year 
President, ~ .... ,J Goodnow, Professor of Ad1ninistrative Ln.,v, Columbia Uni­

versity, }fi rst Vice President, --------; ecoud ice }">resident, 
Pa1.1l . lleinsch, Professor of I>oli tical cience, niversity of ,visconsin, Third 
Vi ce President, Hon. i111eon E. Bn.l<l,-vin, of e,v Hasen, Conn ; ecretary and 
Treasurer, \V W. \Villoughby, Associate Professor of Political cience, J ohns 
Ilopkins University. 

Associated ,vi th these in the government of the L~,ociation were elected the 
following members of the Executive Council: 

Hon. Andre,v D. ,vhite, former mbassador to Germany; J esse l\Iacy, Pro­
fessor of P olitical Science, Iowa ollege, II. P. Juel on, Professor of Poli t ical 
Science, Universit.y of Chicago, L. . Ilowe, Professor of Political cience, Uni­
versity of Pennsylvania ; Dr. Albert haw, Editor Revie-tlJ of Reviews; Bernard 
:rtloses, Professor of J->olitical cience, niversity of California; J A. Fairlie, 
Professor of A<lministrative La,v, niversit.y of 1ichigan; W . A. cbaper, Pro­
fessor of Political cience, niversi ty of Minnesota; and II. E . Hubrich, Professor 
of Political Science in tl.te ni versi ty of Texas. 

l 
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academic work, but al o the tate man, the juri t, the ad­

mini trator~, and t he putJlici t, and to ecure the coop eration 

of all the e for in th e cientific tudy and di cu ion of 

the many important rue tion in practical and th eoretical 
p olitic . 

pecial attent ion will be g iven at the annual meeting to 

t he di cu ion of the paper, pre ented , a in the ex1)erience 

of e\·eryone the i nterchange of th oug·h t a11d the direct con­

tact 0£ 111ind ""ith mind on t1ch occa ion i mo t interesting 

and l)rofi table. I t i intended that the 1nember hall have 

the greate .. t p o il le freedom in the expre ion of th eir 

O}Jinion , l)ut th e ociety i t el£ will in no way take ide in 

any political controver . The exam1 le of the An1erican 

E conomic A ociation will be £ollo \ved in thi re p ect. The 

meeting will u ually be h elcl at the titne and place of tho e 

of the two older a . ociat ion , ancl thu op1 ortunity will be 

gi \ .. en the men1ber of the differ ent ocietie to attenc1 all 

the meeting without addi tional expen, e in time and money. 
In orcler to ect1re the l1e t re ult , the n1ork of th e a o­

ciation ,va org·aniz d into a number of departmen t , each of 

which i in harge of a })ecial con1mittee. There are even 

of the e department a follow : (1) 'omparative Legi la­
tion. In thi de1)ar tment inve tigat ion will be ruacle into 

the 1netbod U"'ed in thi cot1nt ry and abroad in effor ts to 

ol ve economic and ocial 1ue tion through legi lation. (2) 

01111)arati\1 e and Hi torical Ju11. l)rudence. (3) on tit u-

tional Law. ( 4) International Law and Diplomacy. (5 ) 
P olitical Theory . (G) A dmini tration - dealing with the 

method. lJ ,vhich the bu ine of the go,~ern1nent i carried 

on. (7) P olitic . In thi department will be studied tI ues-
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tion of political dynamic , uch a the philo ophy and 
method of partie , the choo ing of political leader , the in• 

fl11ence of public opinion and imilar q ue tion . 
It will be een from this outline that the field mapped 

out for the a ociation' work is a very rich one, and it may 
be confidently ex1) cted that many thorough-going and 
cientific in\1e tigation of great permanent valt1e ,vill re ult 

from thi new national ociety. I t · al o planned to in ti­
tute cooperative undertaking in field of work uch a 
comparative legi lation, where individual effort i inadequate 
on account of the ma of material to be dige ted before any 
scientific generalization can be arrived at. The preparation 
of a cooperative encyclopedia of Political cience ~Tould 
also seem to fall fairly ;\TJ.thin the field of the new as oci­
ation. The con titution of the American Political cience 

A sociation complete is as follo,vs: 

RTICLE I- A fE 

This Association shall be known as the American Political 

A ssociation. 
ARTICL1£ II-OBJECT 

• c1ence 

The encouragement of the scientific study of Politic , Publio Law, 

Aclministration, and Diplomacy. 

The Association as such will not assun1e a parti an position upon 

any question of practical politics, nor commit it members to any 

position thereupon. 
ARTICLE III - 1E1\IBERSUIP 

Any 1>erson may become a mernber of this Association upon pay­

ment of Three Dollars, and after the first year may co11tinue such by 

paying an annual fee of Three D olla.rs. By a single payment of 

Fifty Dollars any person may become a life member, exempt from 

annual dues. 

Each member will be entitled to a copy of all the publications of 

the Association issued during his or her membership. 
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.ARTI CLE IV- OF Y.' I CERS 

T he offi cer of this Association shall con i t of a Pre ident, three 

Vice-Presidents, a ecretary a11d a Treasurer , who hall b e elected 

annually and of an E xecutive ouncil con isting ex-offi cio of the 

o fficer above m en t ionecl and ten e lect ed me1nber , who e t erm of 

offi ce shnll b e two y ears except that o f those elect ecl at the first 

election , five ball serve f or but one year. 

All offi cer shall be n ominated by a .i.:T omination ..,01nmittee com­

po e<l of five members a1J})Ointed by the Execut ive 'ounc1l , except 

that the offi cers for th e fir t year hall b e nomina ted by a committee 

of three t o b e ai:>p ointecl by the cha irman of the m eeting at ,vhicl1 
this Con t itution i a tl o1)t ed. 

All offi cer ball be elect ecl by a maj ority vote of the member of 

the A sociation l)r e ent a t t he n1eeting at ,vhich the election are had. 

ARTICLE V- D UTIE OF OFF JC"ERS 

The P re iden t of t,he A oc;iation hall pre icl e at all n1eeting of 

the A ociation and o f the Execut ive 1 o uncil, ancl hall perf orn1 such 

other dutie as the E xecutive on11cil may a ig n to hi1n . In his 

ab ence 11is d11ties hall clevolve successively 11po11 the , r ice-Presidents 

in the ord er of their election , upon the ecreLary ancl th e Treasurer. 

The ccretary h all keep t h e record of the A ociation and per­

form such otl1er duti es as th e Executive ouncil may ass ig n to l1im. 

T he Trea urer hall receive and have the custocly of the f unds of 

t he A s ociat ion, subj cct to tl1e rule of the Ex:ec;ut ive ouncil . 

The E xecutive ouncil shall have charge of the gener al in terests 

of the A ociation, shall call r egular and special m eeting of the 

A sociation, ap1, ropriate mon ey, appoint omrnittee and their cha1r-

1nen with a1,1Jropriate power and in general p os e s the governing 

JJO" 'er in the A ociation, except as oth er,vi e s1)ecifically provided in 

thi on ti tution. The E xecutive onucil shall b ave the p ower t o 

fill vacancies in it 1ner11bership occasio11ed by death, resig nation or 

failure to elect, uch a1Jp ointees t o hold offi ce until the next annual 
election of officers. 
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Fiv(\ member ball con ti ute a qt1orum of the Executive ouncil, 

ancl a 1najority vote of tho ·e in atteuclance l1all co11trol it dcci ion . 

T en n1ember~ shall conqt1tute a c1uorum of the 1\s ociatio11, a11<l a 

majority vote of tl10. e meinber. ir1 atten(la11ce .. ball control itq tlecis• 
• ions. 

AR1'1 C f,E \Tl-RE OLUTIO."'' 

All re olntion to ,vl1ich an objection ball be made ball be re­

ferrecl to tl1e Exccut1,e ( 1ouncil for 1t ap1)roval before snbn1i 10n to 

the vote of the A .._ ·ociatio u. 

Amendments to this on titution l1all be propo ed by the Execu­

tive ( 1ouncil ancl acloptecl by a 111aj or1ty vote of tl1e me111ber 1)re ent 

at a11y regular or pecial meeting of the • • oc1at1on. 

A ociety organized on uch broad line cannot bt1t e ert 

a marked and ,vhole 0111e influence upon .r\.merican life. 

The study of the 1)olitical relation 0£ the nited tate i 

of pri1ue i1nportance, ancl. any ociety or movement " rhich 

,vill promote the hetter under tanding of the obligation~ re t­

ing upon our citizen hip, mu t of nece ity occupy a prom­

inent l)lace among the many a"sociation that exi "t to-clay. 

E pecially in the field c)f academic work will the influence 0£ 
the new organization l)e felt. The tudy of Politic ,vill be 

given a greater <.lignity and a greater independence of the 

alliecl ubject of Ili tory and Economic~. gradt1al re­

arrangement ancl enlargement of the cour~e in Politic in 

the colleges and univer ities will undoubtedly re t1lt, and 

1nuch 0£ this de irable growth ,vill be traceable to the 

increased interest in the e subjects that has sprung up as a 

result of the work of the merican Political cience A o­

cia.tion. On the other hand, both Hi tory and Economics 

will gain from a clearer em1>hasis of the political and juristic 
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point of ,·ieYr. Ju ta the indiviclual nat11ral .. cience 11rofit 

lJy the progre "' of one another, o d oe the progre and 

effi cient develo1)ment of the ocial cien e de1)e11d upon a 

clear di tincti n r>et,,Teen the variou J)oint of ,1ienT an(l a 

careful ancl patient. Yrorking out of each . er arate cience. 

reate1· im l)etu ,,,ill he ·i "~e11 to i11 \1 e tigation in the rich 

field of ..c\.merican })Olitic.. . The cientific tncly 0£ tl1i ., in1-

l)ortant u l j ect ha 111} l)eg·un; aud the new a .. ociatio11 ~rill 

do muc;h to lJring before the attention of the ,vorlcl the 

experience of the l Tnitecl Htate- in h er attem1)t to ol \·e the 

problem of go·r·ernment and £ ... ociet)7 • L arge r ult 111a 

al o be expected fro1n the ne,v a o iation i11 t he tudy of 

1)re ·e11t c1ay l)Olitic -local, national and international. 

T e,~er l)efc>re in t he hi. tory of t he world ha di1)lomacy 

occu1)ied <-> co1n111ancling a J'IO ition a'" at the })re ent ti1ne. 

'I' l1e 1>ro l)le1n 0£ aclmini t ra tion are b eco1ning increa i11gly 

i1n1Jortant ancl n1ore cliinc11lt 0£ e lut ion. The organization 

of l)artie~ ancl the L]1le t ion ari ing from part)r g·overnment 

are being fo rcecl more nucl 111or e lll)on the attention of tt1-

d ent 0£ 1)olitic . The c1 t1e tion of govern1nental interference 

in i11du t rial affail' '"' j on tautly 111 the foregrot1nc.l. The 

11eecl of a l{eener ancl ffi () l'e , 1 ital intere t in local go,Tern111ent 

is becoming more ·1 arly under "to cl. In hor t, ])rolJlen1 

in every branch -f go\7 el'11menta.l activity are pre ,ing for 

olution. In the t udy and di cu ion ,vhich are o e ential 

to a right t1ncl er tanding of the e difficult qt1e tion an 

illlJ)Oitant J)art ,Yill l)e lJorne l)y the .1-\.merican P olitical 
i.. 'cience 1.\. ' ociation. 

T 11E u~rVERS[TY OF \"\ ... 1sco~ SI .. 

.hl .tD l SO. 
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