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HELBY U TY 
A O IOLOGI AL TUDY 

The purpo e of thi study i to examine the component 
society known a helby County ,vith reference to it ocial 
tructm·e; to trace t he development 0£ the original element 

to their pre ent tate of clifferentiation and combination; and 
to give a general outline 0£ the trt1cture a it now exi t . 

I t mu t be recognized at the beginning that a fairly adequate 
analy i of the ocial group with ome 0£ their relations to 
the ocial whole involve pos ibilitie beyond the scope of 
thi tudy.1 

THE L ND 

'helby ,ounty is the econd county ea t from the Mi -
ouri river in the fourth tier of countie north from the 

southern boundary of Io,va. It contains ixteen congres
sional township numbering ll'om township seventy -eight 
north, range thirty- even west, to township eighty -one 
north, range for ty west, of the fifth principal meridian. 

The urface i gently undulating, well drained by stream 
which run through broad valleys. The forms of ome of 
the largest valle s sugge t the probability that once they 
,vere bed of chains of lake . Only a few year ago ome 
of the e bottoms were wide wamps which could not be 

1 
The plan followed is that indicated by mall and Vincent in their I ntroduc

tion to the Study of Society, modified according to the suggestions of Professor I . A . 
Loos, under whose direction the work has been done at the tate University of 
Iowa. 
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cro ed ea il)-. In it original condition the rolling I rairie 

,, a.· co, ered lJ}" tall gra and 111_y·riads of flower . X atural 

gr \ e dottecl the la11d ~ca1)e and animal life "·a abundant

<l uc l- nnd gee. e fot111d the \,·a1111J a ,,.ery ati factor)T ne "'t 

ing place; l nail- and J)rairie chicken. TI'er:1 di turbecl only 

b) the en) ote, deer, or occa ional elk. ._ c1t1irrel and rab

bit , ro,,T , l1aw k and many , arietie of ong ter '"' formed 

a natural ociety a )"et unmole ted lJ}. ci l'ilization. Fifty 
year ha\T ,,rrought great change . (Tod beautiful J)rairie 

ha l)ecome man' hal)itatiou. The rvhole ceue i changed. 

Ci\: ilization ha clai1l1ed the land 1Jy !)lacing it all t1nder cul

ti vation. Loolcing out over the countr}" £ro111 the hill top 

one 1uay ee core of country h ome urrot1ndecl by tree 

and a village of £arm building . reat h erd of cattle 

g raze on the bill side . Yello,v field ugge t the wealth of 
the harve t . 

TIIE ~OIL 

In the valleys the oil i black loam re ting on a bed of 

clay beneath which i found and and gra , ... el. 'The hills 

vary- ome have a black oil, other redcli~h brown and 

111any are yello1-v clay . There i very little and aud almo t 
no stone in the oil. Hazel brush and dwa11 oak trees grow 

on the hill . The soil is very fertile and i Tirell adapted to 

extremes, producing crop in tirnes of drol1ght ancl flood. 

An abundance of good \Vater i ea ily obtained. W ells 

vary in depth from ten feet in valleys to one hundred fifty 
feet on some hill . pring are frequent. The water of 

the stream is often sought by stock in preference to water 
from wells. 

There are a half dozen natural groves containing oak, 

• 
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a h, elm, walnut, hickory, and ba wood tree among othe1· . 

Gallancl rove named from the fir t ettler, i the large t 
in the cot1nty, containing about one thou and acre . 

The climate i diver ified. The temperature varie from 
thirty degree below zero to one hundred twelve degreeB 
Fahrenheit. hange come ,Tery rapidly making a differ
ence of fifty degree in twenty -£our hot1r . From the dry 
ummer and almo t nowle -ninte1·s to flood and heavy 
nows, the climate varie from year to year. ' now falls 

about Thank gi,ring, and the ground i rarely now covered 
after Ea ter u nda )? . 

The altitude of the county eat i twel\1e hundred feet 
above ea level. The average annt1al rainfall is about 3 . ~9 
inche . 

'l'HE POPUL . .-\.TIO 

In 1 4 Abraham Galland made the fir t permanent et
tlement in Galland s Grove. In 1 49 ome of the families 
from the cattering· l\Iormon , plea ed ,vith the shelter of 
the grove made cabins for themselves. l\fany of the early 
ettlement of Pottawattamie, Ila1·ri on, as , and ,helby 

cot1ntie were effected by the lviormons who left the Mor

mon ociety at Kane ville lJecat1 e of its })olygamou IJrac
tice . In 1 !54 there were one hundred forty- e\ren }Jeo1)le 
in the northwe t corner of the county on an area of thirty• 
ix c1uare rnile now known a Grove Town hip. 

In 1 57 there were only ix families in the outhern part 
of the county-people from P ennsylvania ancl Ohio, who in 

1 .53 had come by l>oat down the Ohio River to the l\Iis
si ippi thence we tward and north on the south and west 
side of the l\fissom·i to where Blair, ebraska, is now 
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located. Th y cro ed over into Iowa and tarted out 

aero the prairie to find a h me. A grove in the beautiful 

valley f the 1 Ti hnabotna River afforded helter £or the 

party over night and in the morning the father announced 

that here i the pot the beautiful land hall be our 

home,,, and immediately be began to make preparation to 

builcl a caLin. The co"T which the boy had driven behind 

the ,vagon were allow d to graze, the hor e were tethered 

out, the fowl o long in their crate were given liberty, and 

a permanent union bet,veen the land and population was 

begun. 

By 1 :57 1onroe Town hip had acquired Dani h po1,l1la

tion. Much a the other they came to find home in the 

new country 0£ opportunity. In 1 H lay Town hip 

gained a Dani h ettler, an Adventi t and a I ept1blican who 

was very influential in J)er tlalling other Dane to co111e to 

this country. Each new comer induced ome of hi friend 

to join him in the new country-thu began the greatest 
rural colony of Dane in merica. 

In 1882 Elkhorn Post Office wa e tabli hell in the north

eastern part of Clay To,vn hip. It is in the mid t of the 

heavy Danish ettle1nent 0£ Audubon, as , and helby 
counties. In addition to the u ual store and other busine s 

places of a village it £0 ters an orphan's home and a college 

- both institutions of the Dani h Lutheran church. 
The German colony in ,v estphalia Township owes its 

origin to an advertisement in a newspaper. Emil Flu che 

came from Grand Rapids, JVIichigan, in eptember, 1 72, 

and undertook the task of selling railroad land in this to,vn

ship. The railroad company contracted to pay a commis-
• 

-
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ion of one dollar p er acre on all land old to German 

atholic "'-'"ho lJecame actual ettler , pro\rided that th ere 

were £01·t.,-r ettler within eicrhteen month from the date of 

the contract. The co1nm.i i n wa to b e hared e(1ually by 

the promoter and the chl1rch · and o from the beginning 0£ 
the enterpri e t he church ha pla.,.,.ed an illl})Ortant part in 
influencing the colony. 

Blood-1·e]ation hi}) or kin hi1) aided the fol1nders 0£ th e 

colony. In October, 1 72, J oseph Flu che came n 'om 

1.Iinne ota, and about a month later harle Flu che came 

from Grand Rapid . On J\iiarch 16, 1 7 3 Aug u t Flt1 che, 

Emil Zimmerman ancl John Rue chenberg came from the 

l)rovince 0£ "\\re tJ)halia, Germany. "\Vithin t ,vo )~ears the 

town hi1) wa organized with a population of two ht1ndred 

even. It vva named "\Ve t1Jhalia for the old home province. 

It mu t be r ememl:>ered that the Dane ancl Germans have 

not confinecl them el ves to the town hip mentioned. B oth 

nationalitie have been energetic in gaining J)0 e ion 0£ 

the oil u11til th e Danes occupy lay, l\1onroe, Jack on, and 
• 

enter town hi1> wi th many D a11€s in the to,vnship l)or-

deri ng on these and the German p o e ,V estphalia, 

,,r a hington, ,.a part of Lincoln and .,helby t o\,rn hi1) 

,vith German farmer in adj oining town "'hip . 

While these fc)reign element · wer e finding their homes, 

men from other "tate and other cot1ntie 0£ thi tate were 

ra11idl_y clai1ning the land. l\Iany of the count ie i11 the 

ea tern part of the tate ent eno11gh people here to warrant 

their de ignation as groups- ' ' the J one ounty settlers,'' 

'' the l\Iaha kans," the linton County folk." J ohn on 

County furni hed a colony which ettled near helby, a vil-
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l~tg on the Rock I land rail ,1..-a}-, almo t in the outh ,,·e tern 
corner of the co11nt1T. I)enD "'j l,rania hio ln(liana and 

Illinoi each f11rni. 11 cl it -- quota of home eeker lvho ha,·e 

1uade the l)rairie ) ield great ,Yealth ,1?hile they e ·tabl1 hed 

ha1J})Y ho1ue and the 1)ro11er J)ublic in titution~. 

In 1 ,>4 Galland'~ Gro\·e To,vn hi11 "Ta organizecl "·itb n. 

J)o11ulation 0£ 174. Round To~vn:_,hip,va organized in 1 .1(.1 

1vith a po1)ulation of 1 . The e t~To to,,Tn hiJ) contained 

all 0£ the territory of the county. I-Iarlan, Jack on, and 

Fairview Town hip ,vere created in 1 GO and Round town-

hiJ) lo t its exi tence in the three new one . 

lay Town. hip, organized in 1 67, wa called Indian 

reek until Jun , 1 69. It took To\vn hip 7 ' north, 

range l3 7 we t and the east half 0£ Town hip 7 north 

1 The following statistics 1ndica.Le the organization of the townships and the ter
ritory as 1L was di v1ded for puIJ)oses of local government: 

NAitE 

Grove . . • • • 

IIarlan . • • . . . . 
Jackson • • . • • . 
Jfairview. . . • . . 
Clay .. . . . • . . . 
Cass • . . • • • 

Shelby .. . . . • . • 
WashingLon . . • 
Union . . • . . . • 

Douglas .. • . • • • 

Polk .. • . • • • • 

Lincoln . . . . • • • 
J efferson .. • • • . • 

Monroe • • . . . . 
Greeley • • . • • . 
\V estphalia. • • • • • 

TO,YNSITIP 

. . • . 81 

. • • • 79 
• . . 70 

• • . 79 
• • . 78 

79 
• • . 78 
• . . 80 
• . 81 
• • . 80 

. . . • . 79 
• . • 70 

• • . 81 
• • • . 78 
. • • . 81 
• • • . 80 

R.\NOE WEST 

40 
38 
37 
30 
87 
40 
40 
40 
39 
38 
37 
39 
37 
38 
38 
39 

DATE 

1 54 
1860 
1860 
1860 
18£i7 
1860 
1870 
1871 
1871 
18il 
1871 
1871 
1871 
1873 
1874 
1874 

POPULATION 

174 

30 
180 
80 

120 
1DO 
163 
87 

104 
120 
129 
30 

550 
770 
207 
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range 3 

011e-third 

Jack on. 
in 1 ' '5~). 

we t fro1u Fnir"~iew To,vn, hi1) and the outh 

of To,vn hiJ> 79 north range ,17 ,,Te t from 

Ca 'ro,vn ·l1ip ,\·a tal<en from IIarlan T o,,rn l1i1) 

~ ~helby rr o,,T11 hi]) ,vu tn1~en £ro111 Fairvie,,r in 1 )7l): 

\ \ '"a hington and l Tnion from Grove in 1 71; Dougla from 

Harlan and Jack on in 1 · 71 - the \,re, t one-half of ,v hat 

i no"r Dougla T own hi l and ··ectio11 ,14 from IIarlan and 
the remainder from Jack c)n. Dt1ring the }~ear 1 71 Pc>ll 
~,,.a e1)aratecl fro1n Jack on· Li11coln from a and IIarlan; 
and J effer "'on from Gro,~ and Jack, on. l\Ionroe T own hip 
wa taken ec1nally from Fairview and lay in 1 r.8. The 

next }'"ear, a,v the })art of J effer on To,vn Li1), which formerl)7 

hacl lJeen a pn.rt of Grove, organized uncler the name of 
Greelej". ,,re t1 halia Town hi1J ~,·a organized in 1 7 4 ,,,ith 

it bounclarie tho e of congre ional Town hip )0 north 
range 3 9 ,ve ·t. .. 

J?or the 1)ur1 o e of l1etter admini tration the city 0£ llar
lan ,,1a eparated from IIarlan Town IDJ) in 1 )9 . The 

IJart out ide of the COI]10ration limit \"\Ta named ente1· 
TO\\'Il hi1 . 

1\~hile the }JOJ1ulation of the entire count31 ha iucrea ed 

fift })er cent in th ln. t t,,r nty ear , that of everal town-
hi1J ha decrea. ed ince 1 )9(). Tl1i i due to three cau e-- : 

( 1 ) farmer are retiring and mo v:ing into th town ; ( 2) 
other" are lJuying out their neighbor thu decrea ing the 
nt1mber of familie in the town hip· and ( 3) the oung 
men and ,,'romen are leaving either to find chea1)er land or 
other employment. £ten the home tead i left in charge 
of a on or on-in-la?t. The ri ing generation i not gi en 
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to large famili ". Th birth rate i'" not enough greater than 

tl1 death rate to off "et n1igration. Ten year ago the 
floating J)Ol)t1lation of farm lal)orer" wa much greater than 

to-da) becau the farmer , bo)9 hav·e grown up and di -

l)lacecl the hired men in man}.,. in tnnce '. i.nother decade 
lrill iJri11g al)out the 11ece it. of 111ore immigration of farm 

labor, for the tendency i to enlarge the farm . Thi cau e 

decrea .. e in the nt1m1Jer of £amilie and con e<1uentl3-r a lo,·rer 

l'ate of increa e in the population. The to"Tn are growing 
teaclily through the cou1i11g of day-laborer and retired 

far111er ,v ho de ire the ad ,rantage of the town chool for 

their chilcl1·en. .11. fe,v indu trie mentioned later furni h 
employment for e\1 eral fa.milie . 1 

In 1 ~)00 the total po1)ulation of the county -nra 17,932, of 
which 9 455 ,vere male and ,477 female . Of thi~ num-
-----

1 The follo,ving table sho,vs the gro"'1,h of the connty by townships since 1880: 
fO\\ N'>ITJJ> 1880 18{)0 1900 To,, N HIP 1 80 1890 lf>0O 
C'ass .• • • . . 408 1025 1073 ,Jefferson . . . 351 093 10-!2 

lay . • • • • 860 1080 1147 Lincoln . . • 88 03~ i25* 
Douglas. • • • 677 9025 867* [ouroe . • . 1012 032 8!)4* 
Fairview . • • OlU 873 722 Polk. • • .• 443 800 835 
Greeley. • 83{ 877 871 helby . . • . 1290 1457 1443 
Gro\;e • • • • 818 721 708 l 1nion. • • . 538 1212 1200 
Ilarlan . . • . 2172 2503 2422 \Vashington . 606 952 931 
Center • • • 7.J0 ,v estphalia • 507 1265 1357 
,Jackson . • 800 1009 806* 

• To,vnships having decreased iu population. 

The following table taken from stat1st1cal reports sl1o"·s the population of the 
count.y and the per cent of increase from 185.J. to IU00. 

POPULA-
YEAR l'lON 

1864 326 
1856 466 
1850 784 
1860 818 
1865 1,900 
1870 2,640 

PER C~NT OF 
INC'RI.;. \ ·E 

30. 

4.33 
132.3 

33. 7 

YEAU 

1875 
1880 
1885 
1890 
1805 
1000 
• 

l'OPl.JLA- PER CE~l.' OF 
TIO~ INCUE.A'E 

5,664 123 15 
12,696 124.15 
16,306 28.43 
17,611 8. 
17,798 1.00 
17 932 J . 76 
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ber 14.535 were nativ·e bor11 and 3 397 foreign born. 'l' b re 

were 7, 9 native boTn of native parent -- and 6,62 7 uative 

born of foreign parent . 'fhu the ntire IJOpulation of for
eign extraction ~va 1 O, 024. The follo,,,ing table hoYv- the 

number that variou countrie ha\·e contributed to the p })· 
ulation: 

Germany- 1,410. D enmark- 1, 4O4. Tor~·ay- 134. 

Ireland-Ill. England - 1O3. 1auada (Engli h )- 10(). 

weden-37. Au tria-2 1. 1-:witzerlancl - 16. .., cotlrtr1d 

- 10. Ru ia- 1O. Bohemia- G. France- 6. Ilolland- 7. 

Poland-I (Ru ians), other P ole -o. I tal) - :2. "'\ u tralia 

-2. Belgiu1n- l. 'anada (French )-.J... 1bina- O a11d 
10 regroe . 

Inquiry 0£ the early ettler 0£ thi county concerning the 
moti ~le £or ettling here bring many an wers. Ilon1e 

seeking, u ually i the predominating une. 0 £ the 1)0 , il>le 

moti-ve - health, ,veal th, ocial)ility, kno"v ledge, religion, 

morals, and le ire £or beauty-wealth i the rea 0 11 gene1·
ally gi \·en, althoug·h the other moti es ,vere ati fie(l in a 
mea ure. 

The ettler who followed Abraham Galland to Gallancl ' 
GrO\"e left the lVI ormon train at I ane ville, now ouncil 

Bluffs becau e of differences in religion and moral . P o

lygamy wa not in accord with the moral sentiments ancl 
religion feeling 0£ these separatists and it formed a moti,--e 

for them to find home where they could a sociate with 
those who were likeminded with regard to marriage. 



Th 111oti \·e ,, hich 1)ron1 pted the ettlement of \, e t

JJhalia lrere t~vo-folcl-an 01 r>ortt1nit}'" to make money and 

t do a er vice to the I oma11 atholic cht1rch at the ame 

ti111e. 'hen.1) homes in a fertile land a111ong th<) e 1>eo1)le 

,,
1 ho ,, re of th I oma11 fltith ,,·ere in brief the 1noti ve jn. 

duci11g ~et l~r to ·0111e t ,, ... e t1)hnlia. .L\.fter a fe,v familie -

had settled in the cc)l<)ll) theu· friencl " a11cl relati,-e " 'ere 

urgecl to ·0111e ancl ... <) '"ociabilit} lJecan1e a trong moti \..,.e in 

bt1ilcling t1 I) tl1e J)OJ>ula.tion. .. 

The Da11i--.h 1Jco1Jle ''"ho ca1ne here <li<.l 'O 111ainly throt1gh 
the effort 0£ their friend ,,·ho had come before. Thi ha 

not }'et top1)ed. Letter till go back to the fatherland 

de ribing the beautie and po. il)ilitie 0£ thi fair land. 

l\1oney i ent, and the nited State recei,.,.e,. another immi

grant. ln the ex1)erience of the colony of Dane one mem

ber of a fa1nily-the fir t to come here-ha been the 

means of bringing over all the other member of the family'". 
In se,7eral in ta11ce young men ha,Te . ent money back to 

sweetheart to bring the1n to thi new home where the temp

tation wa too great-the money wa kept n.nd the girl 

stayed in the old country. In January, 1903, the paper 

noted a case in which the young woman refu ed to marr}r 

the man after he came. 

Many 0£ the Danes and Germans ,Ti it the fatherland; but 

almost invariably retur11 to America. One of these i itors 

writes from Copenhagen as follow : '' Peo1)le don t believe 

me when I tell them about the liberty ,ve enjoy in America 

and the possibilities and opportunitie ",.hich abound there. 

I am sick of home and home ick for 1ny adopted country, 

America. I am coming back glad to realize my good £or-

• 
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tune in being a citizen of th e nite<l '1tate . I a1n 1Jri11g ing 

with me a yot1ng man a f u t t1re citizen. ' 

The earl)r })OJ)ulation ~ ho ,,red other 111otj v·e"' than the mere 

keeping of h ealth an(l t he gaining of wealth. certain 

amount of both health and weal th i nece ar1~ to exi ten ·e. 

I ,.. now ledge a a m ti\"e \\,.a "' ho~1 n in the bt1ilding of 

chool h ou e . , .,.. el'3· earls,. in the ettl ment of the county 

ub cri1)tion chool. l)ut 01)1 or tunitie bef<Jre t he children. 

'cbool ~'ere held in cal)in "' or in other log l)uilcling , a l g 

g ranary 'eT\"ing in one in tance. 11 rec1 uently ch cJol "' ,\,.ere 

held in d ,veiling hot1 ·e , -n1 ith the chilclren of the famil the 

only pu1:,il and th e mother their l)aid teach er. 

Relig ion ocietie ,,rere organized and meeting h elcl in 

grove ca}Jin , chool h ou ·e , in the count)7 court h ou e 

later and anywl1ere that a group of peo1)le coulcl l)e gath
ered to wor hip God. T he D ane attended long e1~vices 

regularly; the German followed t heir prie t through \"arious 

er vice on unday · the American went ,Ti iting· by d ozen 

and eore . F or them the motive of ocialJility a er ted 
it el£ t rongly . 

The de ire £or beauty wa J)re ent from the very earlie t 

time. 1\1u lin hanging to cover t he rude walls of the log 

abin were unmi takalJle ig·n of G thetic feeling. Even t he 

careful removal of the bark £ruin the l)al't 0£ the log which 

bo,ved on the in ide 0£ the h ou e and the smoothly worked 

chinking howed r.t',l"\thetic tendencie which in a score of 

year expre ed them el ve in beautiful hou 'e urrounded 
by fine la,,1n and flowers. 
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EGREGATING I ... FL .ENCE 

.1\.mong th Dane one of the fir t ettler wa an Ad \·ent

i t. II ,,.,orked hard to induce hi fellow church-1nen to 

come to thi col1ntry, and a fiouri hing church grew up in 

'la T "'11 hip. Lutheran and Bapti ca1ne al.;;o, and the 

eg1:egating effect of the lifference in ect i noteworthy. 

The Ll1theran are tronge t arot1nd Elkhorn which i the 

center of the great Dani h ettlement. 

ln the \''t e tern J)art of lay To"rn hip and ea tern Ion

roe ,,re find the Ba1)ti "t . ..ci.bout a <1 uarter of a mile we t 

of the l)aui h Ba1)ti t ch11rch ,,,.a once a nion church which 

tood a_:, a 1nonu111ent to the fact that there mu t be on1e 

,rital connection, ith a liv·ing organization 1'rith its tradition 

to in ::sure it per1)etuity. In thi ni n church were Luther

an ancl Pre lJjierian from Penn ylvania; J\1ethodi t from 

Ohio and Indiana; ampbellite , a they ,vere called, from 

Illinois; and men and '-YOmen who had no church affiliation 

other than tho e e tabli hed by the nion church. 

A11Jong the Danes the J)Olitical partie offered a egregat

ing influence. The Lutheran ,vere Democrat ; the dvent

i ts and Bapti t were Repul)licans. 

The agitation of the slavery que tion brought about con

ditions which separated men in every relation of life. The 

feeling was strongly anti-slavery, and the few men who were 

in sy1npathy with the south, or were Democrats, were 

listed by some of the county officer as '' opperheads. '' 

ationality was a strong segregating element in the 

county group and an equally strong unifying force in the 
natural group. 

• 

• 
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UNIFYI G I FLUE CES 

The unifying influences " 'el'e almo t olely 0£ two kind 

a common ance try or nationality, ancl the nece ity of 

union £or protection and progre . The men })lanned to 

journey to mill and 1narket together. I t ,va forty-five 

mile to ouncil Bluff and the denizen · of the count}" went 
there to tracle until 1 69 "Then the Rock I land railroad wa 

completed aero . the ► tate. .1\. voca then became a tracling 
point and po t office. 

All attended the col1nty con,,.ention without regarcl to 

party. On one convention day a grouIJ 0£ 1nen on thejr 

way to the meeting fou11d a oung Rept1l1lican breaking 

prairie with hi four y<1ke of oxen. The inv·itecl l1in1 

to accompany them and on hi refu al l)ecan e of the 

urgency of hi " 'Ork they t l1reatened to l ut hi111 on the 
ticket. ' 1\.ccordingl he wa gi,,.en the nomi11atio11 on the 

Democratic ticket for the mo t irn1)ortant county office. IIi , 
Repl1 blican friend were greatly aruazed at hi., el ction. 

The fact t ill remain that in county politi0s the ability and 
character of the man stand for more than party allegiance. 

In the early hi tory 0£ t he cot1nty we nnd exten i,le 
cooperation in many thing which promoted good fe ling 

ancl a whole ome l)irit of ociability. The l)uilding 0£ 
hou e and barn found a grou1) of men hauling t he ll1mber 
:fro1n A oca or earlier hauling log to the neare t sawmill in 

Bowman G1·ove or Harrison County and retu1·ning with 
lumber -cottonwood lJoplar or hard wood of some sort, 

oak, walnut or a h. .r eighbor hel1Jed build the cabin ; 
ancl later when the :family had become larger and prosperity
warranted a new hou e, they raised the frame. Barn rai _ 



i110- l)t1tchering, thre hing, and ,, orking the roac1 unit d 

tl1e 111 11 ancl ,vor11en of each 11eighlJorhoocl. ,Vhile the men 

,vere at tl1eir ta k , tl1e ,,·ornen ,,·ere 11reparin o- a bot1nteou 

cli11n r. 4\ fte r the \'rorl< ,va clone the men engag·ed in 

frie11d] )T l)out ·, "re:tlincr, raci110-, and other feat~ of , trength. 

The e occa ion:" ,,, re the renl holida)" of earl)T time . on

tract roacl-,vorki110- lea,e thre hing th onl)1 r emaining gala 

day of it kind. !11 viei\ of t he fact that in ome localitie 

th })OJ>ulation change o ra1JitUy the per onnel of the 

thre l1ing ere,,· cha11ge o 1n11ch from )Tear to }-ear that 

1uucb of it ,·alt1e a a 11nif5~ing infl11ence i lo t. 

In Ilarla11 the J)eo1Jle ha,~e long been unified in their 

~1 or t. 1ince 1 7 th re ba~ exi ted ome form 0£ organized 

athletic , ,tarying £ron1 ho e ten.m ancl a "Ociation football 

to roll er l<ating, ba e lJall, ancl rugb}r, It i no ,vonder 

that thi co11uty £urni he it hare 0£ colleg athlete . 

"\\re filid the Gern1an unified 1110 t thoroughly in their re

ligion. The colony i Ro1na11 atholic, and in the county 

there are five atholic churche . A common faith and a 

common nationality pro·vicle a trong unifying influence. 

In addition to thi there i but little difference 0£ opinion in 

politics, the erman being nearly all D emocrat . 

In other parts of the county "re find marked tendencies 

to unity in the endeavor to accompli h something for the 

good 0£ the community. The defunct ocietie kno,vn as 

Farmers .Alliance and the Cooperative Association ,vere in

tended to st1pply the economic want of the community at 

less expense than local merchants would. These associa

tions were short lived l)ecause the people would not fully 

carry out the plans of the organizations. There was not 

continuous and constant cooperation. 
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11IIE F .\)IIL )· 

'fhe men ~"ho ca1ue t<1 thi · county'" in it .. 1Je~;i1111ing I rot1g]1t 
their familie rvith then1 jn n1a11_)· ca c. · a11cl if t l1 re n'a 11 0 

family to bring on ,,·a. e tabli heel a oon n.· the 1unn 

could get p o e .. ion of enong l1 lancl and ·utticie11t ca] ital t, 

tart to farm for hi1n. el£. Tho e n·ho arne here ,vere 
home .. eeker an l t he)r have I ro'{ted the111 --el v· to be ho111e 

l)uilder . It i a noteworth},. fact that nc)t n1en alone came 

either fro111 other 1..
1 tate~ or foreig n lancl ; but me11 ancl 

n'"omen both came fro111 t he ,,.er fir t . 1\fan ,- Da11i h n,n l 
• 

(

1 

er man girl came to thi.~ ot1ntry 1)eca11-.;e their l)roth r, 

cou in or friend hacl told them of it. 01>1>ortt1nitie. ·. 
rrhe ·e girl fir t n'"c >r ked a clo1ne tic i11 fa111ilie ne ding 
help, and man}" of the111 went to home 1uad for then1 b,v 
their }) l'O 1)erou £ello,,, cot1ntr)' rr1en ,,·h e) hacl :a,,. cl t l1eir 

n1onth earning · until a ·mall farm coulcl t)e reutell a11cl 

a tean1 and machi11ery 11rovidecl. A h on ekeeper wa :, the11 

. ought. E ven to thi day uch begin11ing · are cr t1cle ar1ll 
accompli h d b)-r man)" l)rivat ion and hard hi1)~. 

The fa1nil1- eRtabli heel 110,y· kno~· 11othi11g 0£ the i11cle-
1)endenee ,,Thich l Va nece ·ar}"" f r the early £a1uily to ta.ke 

t1pon it ·elf. The famil)r which came here i11 the earl)T fiftie, 

or in 1 GU hacl to be a 1niniat11re . ocietyr i11 i t. el£. N t onl.)r 
did the hn ·barrel pro\-i le the food ancl fu 1 ancl th ,,,ife 

l)repar the 111eal bt1t all the economic function "Tere cli. -
charged lJy the family. I t " 'a fo rty mile , to 1nill, and n1n.ny 
time \\Then the no\"\r macle travel im11c) . ible the \\' 0 111eu 

ground grain in coffee mill . Dnri11g one ,1 ry e,Tere ,,·in

ter that of 1 56 - 7 one family grouncl ixteen lJu hel of 
buckwh at on an ordinary hand coffee mill. I t ~ra, often 



• 

11 ce~ ar)'" to })Ound corr1 or rind \\ heat £or £oocl. During 

·u · h tiru fil1nili 1>r:.lcticed ,111 J)O . ible coo1)eration · }Jut it 
,, a mile bet,,·een neighlJor ". 

(;rea.t co11tra. t llla)r be clrn ,,rn betl,,reen th co11dition of 

fan1il51 life <)f the 11r ent and the )·ear? jt1 t l)efore the " ... ar. 

13)1 1 <iO tl1 re ,,·ere 011lj'" t 1 }> ople in the county. 'fheJr 
li \reel i11 rot1gl1 hot1 e \ log eabi11'"' ,, ... ith thatchecl roof dug

ot1t , 01' cal,in:· ,vith n Lod conti11g 011t 'iti.e the log . The)r 
,vorkecl hnr l to n·re .. t enough 1nore than a li \1"ing £ron1 the 

~oil to J)tl) for land and i1n1JrO\ ement . 'fhe method of 
• 

})l'oclnctic>11 -th ox tea1r1 }Jlo,,r, the 1·eapi11g b)r craclle or by 
tl1e ba.11(l ri1ke reaper clra ,·vn b)r hor --es, the l)incling of the 

gr:1i11 l). r hancl it tneking· it. thre ·hing l>;T flail and b)'" 

trii1111 i11g rJr l))' 111ean ~ of the crt1cle thre hing 111achine- all 
,vere proee. ·e ,Yhich ,,rere harder laJ)or tha11 the pre ent 

1neth<)U? of grai11 rai ~iug impo e on the far1ner. .L\..dd to 

the e thi11gs the di tauce to market, the lack of bridge and 

good road. , and the wa te ,vhicb all of the diffict1ltie men• 

tionecl cat1 ed in time, trength, and ruaterial and we ee 

uncler ,,,hat cli acl v·antage the early farnilie lal)ored. All 

the me1n ber of the fa1uily a i ted in rai ing the crop. 
The \vo1nen did anything from rai ing vegetable"' to tacking 
,v heat and hu king corn. 

] amily life of tho e day i marked l)y the way the fami

lies did Ol' clid not observe unday. "\Vhatever had been 
the ct1stom of the family in the old hon'\e ,va followed here. 
In mo t ca es s01ne religious service was held, if only the 

dust were removed from the olcl family bible. fany un

day were spent in holding meetings in grove or at some of 
the larger houses. eighborhoods gathered in unday 

... 

-
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--chool · and ,,,here there ,vere chool hou, e they w re u ed 

for church J)urpo e . 

A a rule the Dani h people all \rent to church. Their 

er,Tice were long but the people n.,.ere devoted. The 

.L\. rnerican ,, .. ere not a faithful in church attendance a their 
brethren £ro111 Denmark. 

The American J)ent man. of their 8t1nda)r in ,.,i iting. 

They we11t by the ·?tagon loacl ancl tayecl all da)r. The e 
1

uncla)'" gathering of genial p1rit. licl mt1ch to unit3r the 

commt1nit~y-. The Dane, \vl1e11 th ) came Y'i ··ited each 

other after cli,;,'"ine 'er\'"ice and l)ecat1 e of clifl.'erence i11 lan

g·uage and c11 ~ton1 dicl not a "Ociate " "'ith the An1erican to 

an}T g reat extent. Iany of their £amilie lJecame un ocial 

becau ,e of t h e g1·eat effort by ,vhich ,vealth wa to b e 

acqt1irecl. 1"'here vras no time for ociability in the famil)' 

ancl thi , cletermined the t1n ocial cbaract r of many of the 

})eo1>le. ]i~\Ten to thi day the Dane ho,\r a pr ference for 

their O\l'll nationality in 1natter , of l t1 ine althot1gh they 

di o}\~11 i uch attitude if they are c1ue tionecl concerning it. 

'The Da,ne · v., ho were born in America and who have been 

rearecl 1111cler the influence of ot1r in titution are thoroughly 
..c\.merican. 

'rhe Dane are a ha1)})}~ contentecl hard " rorking })eople. 
1

on~er\tative the)' love orcler · ).,.et they are not luggi h in 

their con ervati m and ,,yill clefend their right ,rigorously. 

The, do not lJl1rden the court ,vith uit . • 

l\fo ·t f the Dane ha~le been here le than t,venty-

fi,;,.,e year . l\Iany earned their pa age money after com-

ing. 'core of men who landed in America penniless 

hired out, aved their wage , bought a team and £arming 



i111r)l n1ent and 1 )T con tant econom)r ancl inclu tr}· ha,Te 

c-0111e to o,vn large f,1rn1 . 

11 irino- in i11du tl')' ri2"idly econo1uical the!- })ermitted 

no ,va te of 111n.terial or upplie . 1\.ll the nook~ and corner 

\ver utili½ ~l. 1'hi practice of ten led to , eriou offence t 

the more , ) thetic ancl ofte11 le"' l)l'O I)erou~. .1.in onion bed 

i not an ideal front ),.ard nor doe ~ ,1 cabbage or potato 

pateh make a11 acce1Jtable uh titute £or a nice!)' l<e11t la,,·n. 

I3ut fro11t )"ard gn.rde11 are ·ertainl) J>rc£eral le to l)ig -- and 

r)o11ltr)· before tl1e door. Ilap1)il)· thi ' tage i11 the e,·olu
tion of the l)ane ,,Ta })H, ed .. ometi1ne ago b)- the 1nore 

l)fO 1>erou one . Everj" ·omn111nit}1 110\\ e,·er, ha~ t1ntl ,vill 

continue to have a few inhn.bitant wl10 })l' fer tl1e llDCt>l1th 
and un anitar)· e11 v-iro11 of tl1e J>ig t . 

.Ll. a citizen the l)ane i.. a de irable additio11 to the com

munity. Ile think ', i 11 ually con cie11tiot1 antl ,·ote in

telligently. Allegiance to J)nrty i abo11t et1uall}~ divided 

bet\veen l{e1)11blica11 a11d l)emocrat . \\Then the })rohibi

tion que tion \Va before the 1Jeo1)le cht1rch affiliation 'ee1ned 
to have had ome bearing on 1)olitie . rl'h Luth ran. ,,.,ere 
£or beer, ,,, hile the Ba11ti t" ,vere for no l)eer. 

rrhe Dane are very ocinble a11cl ho pita1)le nmon them
selves. 'l~hey vi it eacl1 other £ret1 ue11tl;r and grou1)s often 

a emble for picnic, . 'fl1ere are 1111mero11 "unclaJ' after11oon 
£e tivitie . 

'f l1c fifth 0£ June i celel)ratetl a their national holiday 

on accou11t of the royal grant of greater li})ertie . The 

Dani h flag and the ""tar and Stripes are 11nfurled, peeches 

are made, and clemon tration uch as are com1non on the 
] ourth 0£ July are indulged. 

• 
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unday picnic are ·ommon ju the . ummer, and J)nblic 
dance in t he ,,Tinter. The e picnic and lJall are of ten not 

excl u i ve. l T t1all the are gi y·en on the ·u b cri J)tion plan 

by two or three of th enterpri ing· yot1ng men. The ball 

ai·e not l1eld on Sunday altho11gh the ente1i ainment differ 

bu t little from that 0£ the i._ 'uuday picnic and J)latfo1·m 
dance. 

The Dane <Juickl adapt them elve: to American \\TftY of 
lJu ine but the family life remains much the ame a 

it ,va in the old ·011nt r e pecially among th e early ettlers. 
There i one family at lea t ,vhich ·arrie on all the dome -

tic mant1fncture ·ommon to the family in D enmark. ,v ood

en hoe 3rarn home pun cloth, and the ordinary dome tic 

uten il are all macle in that home- uncon ciot1 ly the arts 
and craft are tbu ,.. fo. tered. 

In the heart of the German :ettlement i maintained a lit

tle Germany where the manners and cu tom of the father

land flouri h unmole ted among the older people. The 
young generation is American and it adaJ)t it el£ readily t o 

the cu. tom and 11 age which prevail 011t ide 0£ the colony. 
In SJ)ite of hi beer and 1-. unday games of lJa e ball, the Ger

mani a goocl citizen who t1pbuild the ocial cau e and doe 
hi 1>art to improv·e condition in which he live . The home 

life i the la t to yield to the influence of the ne,v country. 

[TO BE CO"iTJ~UED] 


