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SHELBY COUNTY
A SOCIOLOGICAL STUDY

The purpose of this study is to examine the component
soclety known as Shelby County with reference to its social
structure; to trace the development of the original elements
to their present state of differentiation and combination; and
to give a general outline of the structure as It now exists,
It must be recoonized at the beginning that a tairly adequate
analysis of the social groups with some of their relations to
the social whole involves possibilities beyond the scope of
this study.?

THE LAND

Shelby County is the second county east from the Mis-
sourl river in the fourth tier of counties north from the
southern boundary of Iowa. It contains sixteen congres-
sional townships numbering from township seventy-eight
north, range thirty-seven west, to township eighty-one
north, range forty west, of the fifth principal meridian.

The surface is gently undulating, well drained by streams
which run through broad valleys. The forms of some of
the largest valleys suggest the probability that once they
were beds of chains of lakes. Only a few years ago some

of these bottoms were wide swamps which could not be

* The plan followed is that indicated by Small and Vincent In their I'mtroduc-
tion to the Study of Society, modified according to the suggestions of Professor I. A.
Loos, under whose direction the work has been done at the State University of
lowa.
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crossed easily. In its original condition the rolling prairie
was covered lr}' tall ZTass and Ill}'l‘i:u]s of flowers. Natural
groves dotted the landscape and animal life was abundant—
ducks and geese found the swamps a very satisfactory nest-
Ing place; quails and prairie chickens were disturbed only
by the cayote, deer, or occasional elk. Squirrels and rab-
bits, crows, hawks, and many varieties of songsters formed
a natural society as yet unmolested by civilization. Fifty
years have wrought great changes. God’s beautiful prairie
has become man’s habitation. The whole scene is changed.
Civilization has claimed the land by placing it all under cul-
tivation. Looking out over the country from the hill tops
one may see scores of country homes surrounded by trees
and a village of farm buildings. Great herds of cattle
graze on the hill sides. Yellow fields suggest the wealth of
the harvest.
THE SOIL

In the valleys the soil is black loam resting on a bed of
clay beneath which is found sand and gravel. The hills
vary—some have a black soil, others reddish brown and
many are yellow clay. There is very little sand and almost
no stone 1n the soil. Hazel brush and dwarf oak trees grow
on the hills.  The soil is very fertile and is well adapted to
extremes, producing crops 1n times of drought and flood.

An abundance of good water is easily obtained. Wells
vary in depth from ten feet in valleys to one hundred fifty
feet on some hills. Springs are frequent. The water of
the streams 1s often sought by stock in preference to water
from wells.

There are a half dozen natural groves containing oak,
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ash, elm, walnut, hickory, and basswood trees among others.
(ralland’s Grove, named from the first settler. is the largest
In the county, containing about one thousand acres.

The climate is diversified. The temperature varies from
thirty degrees below zero to one hundred twelve degrees
Fahrenheit. Changes come very rapidly making a differ-
ence ot fifty degrees in twenty - four hours. From the dry
summers and almost snowless winters to floods and heavy
snows, the climate varies from year to year. Snow falls
about Thanksgiving, and the ground 1s rarely snow covered
atter Easter Sunday.

The altitude of the county seat 1s twelve hundred feet
above sea level. The aver: age annual rainfall is about 38,99
inches.

THE POPULATION

In 1848 Abraham Galland made the first permanent set-
tlement in Galland’s Grove. In 1849 some of the families
from the scatterine Mormons. pleased with the shelter of
the grove, made cabins for themselves. Many of the early
settlements of Pottawattamie, Harrison, Cass, and Shelby
counties were effected by the Mormons who left the Mor-
mon Soclety at Kanesville because of 1ts polygamous prac-
tices. In 1854 there were one hundred forty-seven people
In the northwest corner of the county on an area of thirty-
SIX square miles now known as Grove l’nwmhip.

In 1857 there were only six families in the southern part
of the county —people from Pennsylvania and Ohio, who in
1853 had come by boat down the Ohio River to the Mis-
818s1ppi, thence westward and north on the south and west

side of the Missouri to where Blair, Nebraska, is now
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located. They crossed over into Iowa and started out
across the prairie to find a home. A grove in the beautiful
valley of the Nishnabotna River afforded shelter for the
party over night, and in the morning the father announced
that ‘‘here is the spot, the beautiful land shall be our
home,”” and immediately he began to make preparations to
build a cabin. The cows which the boy had driven behind
the wagon were allowed to graze, the horses were tethered
out, the fowls so long in their crate were given liberty, and
a permanent union between the land and population was
begun.

By 1857 Monroe Township had acquired Danish popula-
tion. Much as the others they came to find homes in the
new country of opportunity. In 1868 Clay Township
gained a Danish settler, an Adventist and a Republican who
was very 1nfluential in persuading other Danes to come to
this country. KEach new comer induced some of his friends
to join him in the new country—thus began the greatest
rural colony of Danes in America.

In 1882 Elkhorn Post Office was established in the north-
eastern part of Clay Township. It is in the midst of the
heavy Danish settlement of Audubon, Cass, and Shelby
counties. In addition to the usual stores and other business
places of a village 1t fosters an orphan’s home and a college
—both 1nstitutions of the Danish Lutheran church.

The German colony in Westphalia Township owes its
origin to an advertisement in a newspaper. Kmil Flusche
came from Grand Rapids, Michigan, in September, 1872,
and undertook the task of selling railroad land in this town-

ship. The railroad company contracted to pay a commis-
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sion of one dollar per acre on all land sold to German
Catholics who became actual settlers, provided that there
were forty settlers within elghteen months from the date of
the contract. The commission was to be shared equally by
the promoters and the church; and so from the ln-*ginuing of
the enterprise the church has played an important part in
inﬂumming the colony.

Blnml-re]ﬂ,titrns'hilr or kinship aided the founders of the
colony. In Oectober, 1872, Joseph Flusche came from
Minnesota, and about a month later Charles Flusche came
from Grand Rapids. On March 16, 1873, August Flusche.
Emil Zimmerman, and John l'iuem,-llvll]_:m';___::; came from the
province of \\'tea‘tlllluli:l, (iut'man}--’. Within two years the
township was organized with a population of two hundred
seven. It was named Westphalia for the old home province.

It must be remembered that the Danes and Germans have
not confined themselves to the I'nu'nr-al.li}m mentioned. Joth
nationalities have been energetic 1n galning possession of
the soil until the Danes occupy Clay, Monroe, Jackson. and
Center townships with many Danes in the townships bor-
t]f;%l'in;_f on these, and the Germans POSSEss “rtmt}}llﬂlin,
Washington, Cass, parts of Lincoln and Shelby townships
with German farmers in adjoining townships.

While these foreign elements were finding their homes,

men from other States and other counties of this State were
rapidly claiming the land. Many of the counties in the
eastern part ot the State sent enough people here to warrant
their designation as groups—*‘‘the Jones County settlers, ”’
““the Mahaskans,” ¢‘the Clinton County folk.” Johnson

County furnished a colony which settled near Shelby, a vil-
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lage on the Rock Island rallway, almost in the southwestern
corner of the county. Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana. and
[1linois each furnished its quota of home seekers who have
made the prairies yield great wealth while they established

ll;l}mln}' homes and the proper public institutions.

THE LOOAL GOVERNMENT!

[n 1854 Galland’s Grove Township was organized with a
population of 174. Round Township was organized in 1856
with a population of 188. These two townships contained
all of the territory of the county. Harlan, Jackson. and
Fairview Townships were created in 1860 and Round town.-
ship lost its existence in the three new ones.

Clay Township, organized in 1867, was called Indian
Creek until June, 1869. It took Township 78 north,

range 3¢ west and the east half of Township 78 north,

* The tollowing statistics indicate the organization of the townships and the ter-

ritory as it was divided for purposes of local government:

ORGANIZATION OF TOWNSHIPS

NAME TOWNSHIP RANGE WEST DATE POPULATION
Grove. . . . . . . . . . 8] 40 1 854 174
Harlan. . ., , ... . . . .79 38 1 860
Jackson . = v oo .. . - .19 37 1860 30
Fairview. . . ... . . . . .79 39 1860 130
ClAY TR B e o, By g 37 1867 80
GaBS . 0.0 e o o0 il 19 40 1860 120
Shelby. . . ... ... .. .18 40 1870 190
Washington ., ., ., . . . . 80 40) 1871 163
Union ., . ., . . . . . . . 81 39 1871 87
Douglas. . . , . . . . . . .80 38 1871 164
L O L e s L R 7 ) 37 1871 120
Lincoln ., . . . . . et ok 39 1871 129
Jefterson. . . ... . . . . .81 37 1871 30
Monroe , . . . . . . . . 78 38 1873 550
GOy R o . e s e8] 38 1874 770

Westphalia . .. . ... + ; . 80 39 1874 207
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range 53 west from Fairview "l‘nu'n:-:hip. and the south
one-third of Township 79 north, range 37 west from
Jackson. Cass 'l‘nwnahip was taken from Harlan Township
In 1869,

Shelby Township was taken from Fairview In 1870:
Washington and Union from Grove in [371; Douglas from
Harlan and Jackson in 1871 — the west one-half of what
1s now Douglas Township, and section 34 from Harlan and
the remainder from Jackson. During the year 1871 Polk
was separated from Jackson:; Lincoln from Cass and Harlan:
and Jefferson from Grove and Jackson. Monroe 'J‘nu'nr-:hi]_n
was taken equally from Fairview and Clay in 1873. The
next year saw the part of Jefferson Township, which formerly
had been a part of Grove, organized under the name of
Greeley. Westphalia Township was organized in 1874 with
1ts boundaries those of congressional r[‘uwnshi]: SO north.
range o4 west.

For the purpose of better administration the city of Har-
lan was separated from Harlan '.l‘uu'u:-;hilr In 1898. The
part outside of the corporation limits was named Center
r.l‘i}u'll:-i}li[}.

While the population of the entire county has increased
fifty per cent in the last twenty years, that of several town-
ships has decreased since 1890. This is due to three causes:
(1) tarmers are retiring and moving into the towns; (2)
others are buying out their neighbors, thus decreasing the
numbers of families in the township; and (3) the young
men and women are leaving either to find cheaper land or
other employment. Often the homestead is left in charge

' y . rm . o . . .
of a son or son-in-law. The Ising generation is not given
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to large families. The birth rate is not enough greater than
the death rate to offset emigration. Ten years ago the
floating population of farm laborers was much greater than
T'n-ql:l}' ]H_‘{':'lll!"‘-t* the f;ll"‘m{'.l‘r-;‘ lu_:}'s h:u'v gZrown tl[} ﬂlld {1i.~i-
placed the hired men in many instances. Another decade
will bring about the necessity of more immigration of farm
labor, for the tﬁl“ltﬂlv}'ii-tt}tﬂllﬁl}ﬁ‘ the farms. This causes
decrease in the number of families and consequently a lower
rate of increase in the population. The towns are growing
steadily through the coming of day-laborers and retired
farmers who desire the advantages of the town schools for
their children. A few industries mentioned later furnish
employment for several families.?

In 1900 the total population of the county was 17,932, of

which 9,455 were males and 8,477 females. Of this num-

! The following table shows the erowth of the county by townships since 1880:

FOWNSHIP 1580 1 840 1 G0)0) TOWNSHIP 1RKR() 1R9() 1900
Cass, . . . ... 408 1025 1073 Jefferson . . . 351 093 1042
Clay . . . . . 850 LOR0 1147 Lincoln ., . . 88 935 125%
Douglas, . . . @677 D925 BOT* Monroe . . , 1012 Yo 84 *
Fairview . . . 919 873 122V POLK: & ¢ v v o 448 809 835
Greeley. . . . 8834 877 871 Shelby. . . . 1299 1457 1443
Grove . ... . 818 72] 798 Union. . . . 538 1212 1209
Harlan . 2172 2663 2422 Washington . 506 052 931
Center . . . . 740 Westphalia . 597 1265 1357
Jackson ., _ 800 1009 B)(5*

* Townships having decreased in population.

The following table taken from statistical reports shows the population of the
county and the per cent of increase from 1854 to 1900:

POPULA-~ PER CENT OF POPULA- PER CENT OF

YEAR I'ION INCREASE YEAR I'1ON INCREASE
1864 2326 1875 H. 664 123.156
1856 456 39, 1 880 12.696 124.15
1859 784 12. 1885 16,306 28.43

1 860 818 4.33 1890 17,611 8.

1865 1,900 132.3 1895 17,798 1.06
1870 2,540 33. 7 1900 17,932 A0
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ber 14,535 were native born and 3.397 foreign born. There
were 7,898 native born of native parents and 6,627 native
born of foreign parents. Thus the entire population of for-
eij_-_fll extraction was 10,024. 'The fnl].nu‘ing table shows the
number that various countries have contributed to the pop-
ulation:

Germany — 1,419.  Denmark — 1,404, Norway — 134.
Ireland—111. England —108. Canada (English )—100.

Sweden—37. Austria—91. Switzerland—16. Scotland

—10. Russia—10. Bohemia—6. France—6. Holland—7.
Poland—1 (Russians), other Poles—6. [taly—2. Australia
—2. Belgium —1. Canada (French)—4. China—0. and

10 N egroes,

THE MOTIVES FOR SETTLEMENT

Inquiry of the early settlers of this county concerning the
motives for settling here brings many answers. Home-

seeking, usually, is the predominating one. Of the possible

motives—health, wealth. soclability, knowledge, religion,
morals, and desire for beauty—wealth is the reason gener-
ally given, although the other motives were satisfied in a
measure.

The settlers who followed Abraham Galland to Galland’s
Grove left the Mormon train at Kanesville, now Council
Bluffs, because of differences in religion and morals. Po-
lygamy was not in accord with the moral sentiments and
religious feelings of these separatists and it formed a motive
for them to find homes where they could associate with

those who were likeminded with regard to marriage.
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The motives which prompted the settlement of West-
phalia were two-fold—an opportunity to make money and
to do a service to the Roman Catholie church at the same
time. Cheap homes in a fertile land among those people
who were of the Roman faith were in brief the motives in-
ducing settlers to come to Westphalia. After a few families
had settled in the colony their friends and relatives were
urged to come, and so sociability became a strong motive in
building up the population.

The Danish people who came here did so mainly through
the efforts of their friends who had come before. This has
not yet stopped. Letters still go back to the fatherland
describing the beauties and possibilities of this fair land.
Money 1s sent, and the United States receives another immi-
grant. In the experience of the colony of Danes, one mem-

has been the

ber of a family—the first to come here
means of bringing over all the other members of the family:.

[n several instances young men have sent money back to
sweethearts to bring them to this new home where the temp-
tation was too great—the money was kept and the girl
stayed 1n the old country. In January, 1903, the papers
noted a case in which the young woman refused to marry
the man after she came.

Many of the Danes and Germans visit the fatherland: but

almost imm*inhly return to America. One of these visitors

writes from Copenhagen as follows: ‘“People don’t believe
me when I tell them about the liberty we enjoy in Amerieca
and the possibilities and opportunities which abound there.
I am sick of home and homesick for my adopted country,

America. | am coming back glad to realize my good for-
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tune 1n being a citizen of the United States. I am bringing
with me a young man, a future citizen.”

The early population showed other motives than the mere
keeping of health and the gaining of wealth. A certain
amount of both health and wealth is necessary to existence.

Knowledge as a motive was shown in the building of
r-at.']lunl_ ll{}ll:-«‘.t;*r-a. \'t_*l'}' l*:il']}' 1n the ﬁt_*T-f]t'Illt-'H’t of the t'nlIIlT}'
subseription schools put opportunities before the children.
Schools were held in cabins or in other log buildings, a log
granary serving in one instance. Frequently schools were
held in dwelling houses, with the children of the family the

only pupils and the mother their pald teacher.

Religious societies were organized and meetines held in
groves, cabins, school houses, in the county court house
later, and anywhere that a group ot people could be gath-
ered to worship God. The Danes attended long services
regularly; the Germans followed their priest through various
services on Sunday; the Americans went visiting by dozens
and scores. For them the motive of soclability asserted
itself strongly.

The desire for beauty was present from the very earliest
time. Muslin hangings to cover the rude walls of the log
cabin were unmistakable signs of wsthetic feeling. Even the
caretul removal of the bark from the parts of the logs which
showed on the inside of the house and the smoothly worked
chinking showed wmsthetic tendencies which in a score of
years expressed themselves in beautiful houses surrounded

by fine lawns and flowers.
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SEGREGATING INFLUENCES

Among the Danes one of the first settlers was an Advent-
1st. He worked hard to induce his fellow church-men to
come to this country, and a flourishing church grew up in
( T:i}"l\nxrrtalli[L L.utherans and Baptists came also, and the
segregating effect of the difference in sect is noteworthy.
The Lutherans are strongest around Elkhorn which is the
center of the great Danish settlement.

[n the western part of Clay Township and eastern Mon-
roe we find the Baptists. About a quarter of a mile west
of the Danish Baptist church was once a Union church which
stood as a monument to the fact that there must be some
vital connection with a living organization with its traditions
to 1nsure its perpetuity. In this Union church were Luther-
ans and Presbyterians from Pennsylvania; Methodists from
Ohio and Indiana; Campbellites, as they were called, from
[llinois; and men and women who had no church affiliations
other than those established by the Union church.

Among the Danes the political parties offered a segregat-
ing influence. The Lutherans were Democrats: the Advent-
1sts and Baptists were Republicans.

The agitation of the slavery question brought about con-
ditions which separated men in every relation of life. The
feeling was strongly antl-slavery, and the few men who were
in sympathy with the south, or were Democrats, were
listed by some of the county officers as ““Copperheads.”

Nationality was a strong segregating element in the
county group and an equally strong unifying force in the

natural group.

- —— i
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UNIFYING INFLUENCES

The unifying influences were almost solely of two kinds,
4 common ancestry or nationality, and the necessity of
union for protection and progress. The men planned to
journey to mill and market together. It was forty -five
miles to Council Bluffs, and the denizens of the county went
there to trade until 1869 when the Rock Island rallroad was
completed across the State. Avoca then became a trading
pomt and post office.

All attended the county conventions without regard to
party. On one convention day a group of men on thejr
way to the meeting found a young Republican breaking
prairie with his four yoke of oxen. They invited him
to accompany them, and on his refusal becanse of the
urgency of his work, t-]ua‘\' threatened to put him “on the
ticket.’

Ll

Accordingly he was given the nomination on the

Democratic ticket for the most Important county office. His
Republican friends were greatly amazed at his election.
The fact still remains that in county politics the ability and
character of the man stands for more than party allegiance.

In the early history of the county we find extensive
cobperation in many things which promoted good feeling
and a wholesome spirit of soclability. The building of
houses and barns found a group of men hauling the lumber
from Avoca or earlier hauling logs to the nearest sawmill in
Bowman’s Grove or Harrison County and returning with
lamber —cottonwood. poplar or hard wood of some sort,
oak, walnut or ash. Neighbors helped build the cabins:
and later when the family had become larger and prosperity

warranted a new house, they raised the frame. Barn rais.
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ing, butchering, threshing, and working the roads united
the men and women of each neighborhood. While the men
were at their tasks, the women were preparing a bounteous
dinner. After the work was done the men engaged In
friendly bouts, wrestling, racing, and other feats of strength.
These occasions were the real holidays of early times. Con-
tract road-working leaves threshing the only remaining gala
day of its kind. In view of the fact that in some localities
the population changes so rapidly the personnel of the
threshing crew changes so much from year to year that
much of its value as a unifying influence 1s lost.

[n Harlan the people have long been unified in their
sport. Since 1878 there has existed some form of organized
athletics, varying from hose teams and association football
to roller skating, base ball, and rugby. It 1s no wonder
that this county furnishes its share of college athletes.

We find the Germans unified most thoroughly in their re-
licion. The colony is Roman Catholie, and in the county
there are five Catholic churches. A common faith and a
common nationality provides a strong unifying influence.
[n addition to this there is but little difference of opinion in
politics, the Germans being nearly all Democrats.

In other parts of the county we find marked tendencies
to unity in the endeavor to accomplish something for the
oood of the community. The defunet societies known as
Farmers’ Alliance and the Cooperative Assoclation were in-
tended to supply the economic wants of the community at
less expense than local merchants would. "These associa-
tions were short lived because the people would not fully
carry out the plans of the organizations. There was not

continuous and constant (t(':(,’)}'iel‘at.i{_nl.
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THE FAMILY

The men who came to this county 1n its beginning brought
their families with them in many cases; and if there was no
family to bring, one was established as soon as the man
could get possession of enough land and sufficien capital to
start to farm for himself. Those who came here were
llHIIlt‘ Ht‘l']{l-‘I'H :'llltl T]lt'}' llzl\'t‘ l':l'u\'t*tl T]lt-*llht‘.]\'t*ﬁ to lu* IIIIIIH‘
builders. It is a noteworthy fact that not men alone came
either from other States or toreign lands; but men and
women both came from the very first.  Many Danish and
German girls came to this country because their brothers.
cousins, or friends had told them of its opportunities.
These girls first worked as domestics in families needing
]u—*lpi and many ot them went to homes made for them }1.\'
their prosperous fellow countrymen who had saved their
months’ earnings until a small farm could be rented and
a team and machinery provided. A housekeeper was then
sought.  Even to this day such beginnings are crude and
accomplished by many privations and hardships.

The family established now knows nothing of the inde-

pendence which was necessary tor the ea ly family to take

upon itself. The family which came here in the ear]v fifties

or 1n 1860 had to be a miniature soclety in itself. Not only
did the husband provide the food and fuel and the wife
prepare the meal, but all the economic functions were dis-
charged by the family. It was torty miles to mill, and many
times when the snow made travel impossible the women
ground grain in coffee mills. During one very severe win-

ter, that of 1856-7. one '1‘:1nli]}' ground sixteen bushels of

buckwheat on an H_I‘tlill:-ll'}' hand coffee mill. Tt was often
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necessary to pound corn or grind wheat for food. During

such times families practiced all possible cooperation; but it

was miles between neighbors.

(reat contrasts may be drawn between the conditions of

tamily life of the present and the years just before the war.
By 1860 there were only 818 people in the county. They
lived in rough houses, log cabins with thatched roofs. dug-
outs, or cabins with a sod {':1:11111;_{‘ outside the l:'r;;‘ré. F[‘ll{.‘}'
worked hard to wrest enough more than a living from the
soll to pay for land and improvements. The methods of
production—the ox team plow, the reaping by cradle or by
the hand rake reaper drawn by horses, the binding of the
orain by hand, its stacking, its threshing by flail and by
all

were [1I'umn~;~et*.~4 \\'llir]l were ll:ll‘tlt!l' l:tlml‘ {ll:lll Tht‘ l'il’tJ%t‘IIT

tramping or by means of the crude threshing machine

methods of grain raising impose on the farmer. Add to
these things the distance to market, the lack of bridges and
good roads, and the waste which all of the difficulties men-
tioned caused in time, strength, and material, and we see
under what disadvantages the early families labored. All
the members of the family assisted in raising the Crop.
The women did anything from raising vegetables to stacking
wheat and husking corn.

IFamily life of those days is marked by the way the fami-
lies did or did not observe Sunday. Whatever had been
the custom of the family in the old home was followed here.
In most cases some religious service was held, if only the
dust were removed from the old family bible. Many Sun-
days were spent in holding meetings in groves or at some of

the larger houses. Neighborhoods gathered in Sunday
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schools; and where there were school houses they were used
for church purposes.

As a rule the Danish people all went to church. Their
Services were long, but the people were devoted. The
Americans were not as faithful in church attendance as their
brethren from Denmark.

TI'he Americans spent many of their Sundays in visiting.
They went by the wagon load and stayed all day. These
Sunday gatherings of genial spirits did much to unity the
community. The Danes, when they came, visited each
other after divine service and because of difference in lan-
guage and customs did not associate with the Americans to
any great extent. Many of their families hecame unsocial
because of the oreat effort by which wealth was to be
acquired. There was no time for soclability in the family,
and this determined the unsocial character of many of the
people. KEven to this day the Danes show a preference for
their own nationality in matters of business. although they
disown such attitude if they are questioned concerning it.
The Danes who were born in America and who have been
reared under the influence of our Institutions are thoroughly
American.

The Danes are a happy, contented. hard working people.
Conservative. they love order: yet The}' are not sluggish in
their conservatism and will defend their rights vigorously.
T'hey do not burden the courts with suits,

Most of the Danes have been here less than twenty-
five years. Many earned their passage money after com-
Ing. Scores of men who landed I America penniless,

hired out, saved their wages, bought a team and farming
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implements, and by constant economy and industry have
come to own large farms.

UUntirine 1n industry, rigidly economieal, they permitted
no waste of material or supplies. All the nooks and corners
were utilized. This practice often led to serious offence to
the more wsthetic and often less prosperous. An onion bed
18 not an ideal front yard, nor does a cabbage or potato
]l:th'll make all :1t't't*llt':lh]f=. Hilhr-;t'iilli't_‘. for a llit'vl}' ]w;t‘[}f 'I:I'WI'I.
But front yard gardens are certainly preferable to pigs and
poultry before the door. Happily this stage in the evolu-
tion of the Dane was passed sometime ago by the more
prosperous ones. Every community, however, has and will
confinue to have a few inhabitants who prefer the uncouth
and unsanitary environs of the pig sty.

As a citizen the Dane 1s a desirable addition to the com-
munity. IHe thinks, is usnally conscientious, and votes in-
tellicently. Allegiance to party 1s about equally divided
between Republicans and Democrats. When the prohibi-
tion question was before the people, church affiliation seemed
to have had some bearing on politics. The Lutherans were
tor beer, while the Baptists were for no heer.

The Danes are very soclable and llu_-'.}:il'zi]r]t* among them-
selves. ‘T'hey visit each other frequently and groups often
assemble for picnies. There are numerous Sunday afternoon
festivities.

The fifth of June 1s celebrated as their national holiday
on account of the royal grant of greater liberties. The
Danish flag and the Stars and Stripes are unfurled. speeches
are made, and demonstrations such as are common on the

Fourth of July are indulged.

e
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Sunday picnies are common in the summer, and publie
dances in the winter. These pienics and balls are often not
exclusive. Usu: ly they are given on the subsc ription plan
by two or three of the ente rprising young men. The balls
are not held on Sunday, although the entertainment differs
but little from that of the Sunday pienie and platform
dance.

The Danes quickly adapt themselves to American ways of
business but the family life remains much the same as
It was in the old country, especlally among the early settlers.
There is one family at least which carries on all the domes-
tic manufactures common to the family in Denmark. Wood-
en shoes, yarn, homespun cloth, and the ordinary domestic
utensils are all made in that home— unconscilously the arts
and crafts are thus fostered.

In the heart of the German settlement is maintained a lit-
tle Germany where the manners and customs of the father-
land flourish unmolested among the older people. The
young generation is American, and it ad: apts itself readily to
the customs and usages which prevail outside of the colony.
In spite of his beer and Sund: ay games of base ball. the Ger-
man 18 a 2ood eitizen who upbuilds the social cause and does
his part to improve conditions in which he lives. The home
life is the last to yield to the influence of the new country.

|TO BE CONTINUED]




