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A 1."'TIIROPOLOG!(}AL ' lIR,TEl-

IXTRODlTC'TIO .. 

IIuman lif i al way intere--ti11g-i£ )-ou are intere ted. 

You may b a banker, a trl1 t- magnate n railrond pre ident 

a king, a factory u 1)erintendent, a })Oliticia11, a pren.cher, a 

teacher, a lover, or in1ply an anthro1Jologi. t; yet the inter

e t i co11eentrated a11d trong. 1\nd thi i true, near or 

far, li 'ling or dead, l<no,, n or would be k11own. 

nder the influenre o[ that ... })irit '111hich '"'e call ' ..,cience, ' 

all the e \-arying attitt1cle ha,1e been greatl)" enhanced and 

improved. Aud ever,1;tlii11v-11ot 011ly hl1man life-ha be

come an object of cientific inquiry. 1-\.nd wherever the 

method has been a1 pliecl the re tilt ha,~e jt1 tified the labor. 

It l1a come about that nothing i too mint1te or \Ta t, too 

remote or far, but that it i till ,vithin the pale of cientific 

claim. And if thi i trne i11 the realm of pace or e ten

sion, it i just as trt1e in the sequ nces 0£ time or duration. 

Time was when men thought time began with man when 

so-called kno\vledge wa limited to the l1ppo eel period of 

hu1nan existence or hi tory. For somewhat more than a 

century this notion has been et a ide, and in the . tronomy 

Geology, and Biology 0£ our day we have a l)reviou ly un

known devotion to thing long antedating man. Thi atti

tude i in love with the fire mi t, the molten earth, the fir t 

amorphous protoplasmic life. ot more and not le i the 
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pa ion 0£ intere tin following the career 0£ that life through 
the eons of it ex1Jerience. 

Late tin that cale of wondrou development came man. 

Latest in the order of his y tematizing hi up1)0 ed knowl

edge of the separate realm came nthropology. Only in 

the ye terday of hi exi tence, did hi urio ity concerning 

the origin and evolution 0£ hi kind become arou ed. And 

even in the to-day £ hi intere t, thi inquiring tenclency has 

not reachecl the tage of reverence. A coar e and ruthle s 

overhauling of the remain of hi fellow of £or111er ages i 
about a far a he ha develor)ed in the under tanding 0£ 

human J)rog1·e . To the average man the remain 0£ former 

time are a hooclle- box into which he may thrt1 t the pade 

of curio ity whenever hi fancy may be filled with an exuber
ance of energy. 

To make a little contribution toward the better1nent of 

thi condition ( now o deplora1Jle by it contra t ,vith the 

magnificent l rogre s of cience in various other realm ), the 

writer undertook the ur\"ey 0£ the prehistoric earth-works 

of a mall region up and down the Iowa River', in the hope 

of making more ,videly known the numerou ource of in

formation concerning Ollr prehi toric predece sor in thi 

£air 'tate. I t i the object of thi paper to give a sim1)le 

account of ome vacatio11 ob er vation and to have the cu

mulative effect re ult in an appeal to t he reader s earne tne s 

in helping to forivard cience in its attempt to extend and 

advanee kno"'leclge of mankind. I wi h to gratefully 

ackno,v ledge the intere t taken in thi little labor~ by the 

'tate Hi torical ociety of Iowa, and to most a1 preciatively 

refer to the great help re ulting from their vote 0£ confidence 
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and their pa . port letter authorizing that the work be done 

under their au pice . The 1n n tion of thi fact and of the 
nan1e of it honorable I re ident ha been an open- e ame 

to me at e\Yery- farmer· gate, "yherever I have halted my 
hor e or lle ired to make a 11r,1 eJr. 

THE QUE,T FOR MOU.Dn 

""\Vho ha not heard of the iound Builder ? "\\.,.ho know 

,vho they ,,,ere, when they liv~ed -what then~ tage 0£ e\"olu

tion, where they went, what the made mot1nd £or? To 

make a few accurate note to prepare for later ine itable 
compari on , to hel1) lay Ol1t the ground, and to a emble 

some of the data for a later Iowa Ethnology, I determined 
to spend the })ast summer in repeated l)icnics to that mo t 
interesting part of the Iowa 1 i ver marked by the moraine 0£ 
the Iowan Glacier. From the J)Oint of view 0£ Land, cape 

A1~ist, of Geologist, and of Botani t a more ati factory 
choice would have been hard to find. It oon develo1Jed 
that there ,vere other . The evidence teadily multiJ)lied 
that men had been there age ago. To di cover the point 

of view of their intere t became the point of view of my in
terest. The Archroologi t was hunting the ht1nter. The 
trail, a~er tvvo hundred or two thou and year , wa not 
''fresh.'' A blood hou11d wot1ld have been u eles . On 
many an occasion did ,,re a k the re iden t farmer to J)U t u 
on the scent, but nearly alway he knew nothing of our 
game. One man ,,,ith only a hundred acre to care for 
said, by way of excu ing himself £or not knowing anything 
about what we insisted 11pon ,va probably in hi woods: 

• 
t 
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hese two n1aps arc intended to ugge t t he location of everal 
g rou1J of r11ou ntl8 with re pect to, overlooking, aud co1nn1anding a 
view of the I owa. l liver . 
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The region surveyed and tl1e groups of n1ounds discoverell therein 
are indicate<l 011 this 1nap. 'l'he region is all w itl1in J ohnson ounty, 
Io'\'\"a. It contains 18 groUJ)S a11d 91 mounds. 
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,,Tell I don t know; I ve oply been here three year · may 

be ; but Im ure I never aw any 1nountain on my l)lace.'' 
.,ometi111e ho,,Te, .. er nre dicl meet a man who knew that 

on hi 0 1· hi neigl1bor " farm, on orne far off bill or in the 

woo 1 ~, there are no" '" or hacl }>eeu ome curiou little hill or 

elevation . X early al TITa)-;:, follo,ved the tory that ' , ome 
fello,v ·- let, ~ ee I forgot hi 11ame came out here-ye , 

there ,vere t,vo of tl1em a11d they dug· into them. I don 't 

know what they ,v·ere after, and don't l{now ,vhether they" got 

anything or not. ome . ay t hey t hin1 the e place 1 were 

hear>ed UI> lJy the Intlian · aucl ome thinl{ it' only the }Jlace 
wh ere big t ree £ell ancl rotted. I don t know. You can't 
l)ro~e it l y me.'' 

All thi valun.ble information ,ve receiveLl a score of time 
with monotono11 lil{ene-, . 111 only t ,vo ca e did ,ve fi11d a 
man able to tell e,,en the nt1m l)er of mountl · on hi l)lace. 

The region ,ve l1a,re traver ed is t hat l)etween Io,,;ra City 

and the Big Bend ( ~cale Bend ) of the I on'a Ri ver , on each 

bank to the di tauce of one to t ,vo mile . The whole terri
tOr jr T~,v d oe not exceecl eleven 1nile iu direct line, or 
four teen by road\,ra,y. I t iuclt1<l.e an account of eig hteen 

grot1J) of 111ou11tl ,·ar)ring in numberN frotu one to even
teeu in a grotlJ). (See 111a1). ) rrhe ,,,ork i but a mall frac

t ion of \"'t' l1at ·ho11l<l be <.lone. I t i at mo t but a (1uar ter 

of the urv·ey of one co11nty. Ii orruer in \·e "'tigation of the 
literature of the ·111>ject h ow~ that thirt)"-fi \1e connt ie. in 
Io\va l)OS e s earth ,,rorl{ remain of l)rehi toric races. 1 

1 
Thu result is one> of coc>pera.tion. It has 111, ol, eel 1nany trips ou 1\h.ich the 

",·1tel' has been nccompan1ecl a11d nidetl by various 1ntere. ted parsous-~l r. L~roy 
Elliott, ".:\11 l ) ,v. ,Voorl~. I>rof T . .J. 1•'1 tzpat.1 ick, Prof. B. Ii"'. 'hau1baugb, :\Irs. 
L C. ,vard. and :\[ rs B H ~ha1nbal1gh. ~J r~. 'hambaugh hns dra,vn the maps 
to scale fro1n data laken 1n the tielcl. 
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I. BIG BE. D -rROUP 

In the north })art of Penn To"?n hip, at the bio- l>e11d of 
th Io,va Ri\·er in eetion 3 , Ol1thwe t quarter of the outh• 

we t qt1arter, there i till xtant a group of 7 mour,d , 

located mo. tly within the chool hou e grouncl . They 
ha\""e been but little tampered ,,Tith an(l ,,~ot1lcl mal~e a11 (lX• 

c lieut gr up £or careful tudy. The preparation of their 

site for tl ·e a chool }Tard ha no clo11bt le\·elccl them dc,•.,·11 

to a third or a half of their £or111er height. (See 1nn1) uf 
grou1) and school }Tard.) 

1. umber 1 mea ure 29 by 27 by 2 feet. 1 It re1nain 
unopened and on it there oncP gre,,1 a\: hite oak who e tump 

mea ure 10 inche antl a red oak which ha~ left a 12 inch 
stl1mp l)ebind. 

2. ,v "'\V, 21 yard (from the 011ter edge), i anotl1er ~Yho"'e 
present mea urement are 23 by 40 by 2. Thi ha 1,rob
ably been lightly opened. 

3. S, 3 yard , a1)pear to have l)een a 111ound which may 
now mea tire 14 l)y 12 by 1. On it are t,vo --turnp"', one red 

oak 11 inche through, and one hickory 9 inche ... 
4. W ,v, 4 yards, i a mound 2-1: by 31 by 2. 
5. , 9 yard i~ a remnant of a 1nound which indicate 17 

by l i . rrhe south ,, .. e t corner of the school 11011 c.e occnpies 

a portion of the former dimen ion of thi mou11cl. On it is 
al o an 11 inch r ed oak t11m1), which how 45 ring , although 
cut ome years ago. There al o 011ce gre,,r a hi ·kory 

1The first clia1neter is il1e one in the direction of the li11e of tlle grot1p or to
ward the next mound. 'l'be next is the clia1ueter at right angles to the first. The 
last numbe1· 1s the height. rrhesc ttre always g1 vcn in feet. Other distances n.re 
gi von in yards or rui les. 

• 



"' ~ 
0 
0 

. . 

I 

. . 
• • I 
• . 

• 
\ 

' 

BIG BEND GROUP 
PENN TOWNSHIP 

SEC. 30 

• • 

.. . 
• 

-1:1 

•, 
• 



tree o inche in cl1ameter. rrhi mound extend 2 feet be

}"Ond the chool yarcl fe11c to the "\V. 
G. .X 2fi yard ,,1 ith the "re t encl of the chool hou e be

t,,·een nnd al o the ci tern fence, and a h hou"e, i, a n1ound 

20 l>)T 3. )11 it al'e --tump G and inche in diameter and 

a cleu e gro,,,.th 0£ hru b .. . Bet\,7 ecn the chOl)l hon e and 

thi 11Jou11d i a ro1111clecl riclge "·hich ma)r once ha,·e been a 

long 111ot1nc1. 
7. E, 2 1ard~ from number 5 and 20 ;arc1" ..LT,,.,. of number 

1 i an indi tinct mot1nd 23 by 2. It ha been opened, or 

at lea"t more or le ct1t o.\vn.y in exca\rating for the --ite of 

the chool hot1 "e. 'fhe clirect line betlveen number 1 and 6 

i r)arallel lvith the road running pa t the chool yn,rd. (,"ee 

ma1).) 
Thi group of mot1ncl i remarkable for tl1e })eculiar l)lot 

or arrange1nent of the 111ouncl" ,~rith reference to each other. 

It i l<>cated on a rather le ightl)~ po ition than 1no t of 

the others cle cril)ecl. J: uml)er 2 mn.y 1)0 ibl)7 ha,·e been a 

te11t- ite ( te1) e bottom). The other ,,,ere more 11robn.bly 

111ade £or epnlchral l ) lll])O e·-. 

In the north nre t <1 lln.rter of t11e outh ,ve t <1 t1arter of the 

north ,vest quarter of sectic n 31 i11 P enn To,vn "hi1)
1 

on 

pro1Jerty ( one acre) now o,,necl l))T J aiu Beltz formerly 

part of te11 acres O\\'ned by J. \V. (Treen. and further on be

yond the sectio11 line, in the northea t <1t1arter 0£ the . outh

ea t c1 t1arter of the northea t q l1arter 0£ ection 36, on pro1)
erty ( 35. acre ) o,vned by t-;amuel .1\fjrer , i a grot11) of 7 
mot1nds. ( ee map.) 

• 
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l. X t1111 ber 1 i })[lrtly on the road apr)roaching B eltz' 

l)lace and 11ear the. onthea t corner of hi Jot. It 111ea ur 

f>2 b,~ 17 1))- 1 extending n arlJ' .,._-,, ... and .... ~E. I t ma)- ha,le 

be 11 n. l:1rge te1)ee bottou1. 

2. \\ .. X\\ , 7 yarcl. , i ~ a til l larger ne (110-., il>l} .. a tent 

ite ), 70 1 >)r 1 - by 1 ! , extencli11g i11 the ame direction. The 

grot111tl o 'CU 1,i cl b) the~e ha recently been cleared, but the 

,v hole cl a ri 11g at hi · 1)1:1.ce co,"el'" only an acre. 

8. ~ \V :~:{ )7arcls l)egi11~ the fir t of a serie of .fi \Te plendid 

mound -- . 'l 'he 1ir -- t i 2.'5 b)T 24 1)) 3. I t i located exactly 

a c1uarter 0£ a mile .._ of t he ection corner ( 31, 30, 25, 

36). The ection line pa"se throug h it and the line of rot1nd 

mot1n<l of ,vhich thi i · the fir t 110,v run ....... ....,W. Thi one 

wa openecl many )Tear ago, and recently one-third of it ha 

been clug away, the cla)7 b ing u ed for the making of an 

out, ide milk-hou, e. Thi cut 1nade an excellent opportunity 

for olJ er ving it material. ide from a thin humu oil at 

t he top, it con~i ts 0£ yello,v loe , ,,~ell defined to the bot~ 

tom. The ,,Tire fence running outhward pa es o~er it. 

4. .....,,.....,, ,v, yarcl , is a large di ·tinct mound ... 4 by 4. It 

i part ly 0\7 ergro\vn ,vith berry bu he and other hrub . 

Like all the other 0£ t l1i "' fine group, it has been thought

l e ly })Oiled l)y being opened. 

5. 
1 ' ,v, 12 yard , is a mouncl 27 by 24 by 4. On it are 

two reel oak stt1m1) , 10 and 12 inche re J)ecti\~ely, and a 

very rotten ,vhite oalr tump 30 inch es in diameter. 

6. ,.. \,r, 23 yarcl i a till larger mound, 27 by 29 by 3½. 

On it i a hollo,,1 white oak stump 1 inche through, which 

has d oubtless been d eacl a quarter of a century. 10 yards east

ward is the stump of a recently cut ,Yhite oak 23 inche in 
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diameter which di tinctly how' 1 :5 ring . By the imple 

' ' rule of three ' we can ap1Jroximately fincl a (late l)efore 

which the~e mouncls mu t have been con tructed. ~3 :1 : : 

1 5 :x and al"o 23 :3()::1 )5 :x. Fini hing t hecomputation, 

adcling a requi ite number of year~ ince the felling of the 

tree and taking into con ideration the difficult ie under 

which oak in thi region mt1 t have lalJorecl to reach uch 

growth, we arrive at a con cl 11 ion that the l)uilcler , 0£ • ome 

of t he e mo11ncl q uit work more than two and a half en

turie ago. I t may indeed have l>een much more. This 
evidence i negative. I t only er ve to indicate a t i111e ince 

which they have not been built . I l o\v long a t ime ela1)sed 

after their con t ruction and before the acorn })l'011ted from 

which the e great oak g rew, we have not as yet the data 
£or an inference. 

7. :-1 ,v 3 yard , from thi we reach the la t 0£ th g·roup. 

It i 27 lJy 3. On it i a red oak tum1) inche throngh 
and a wru te oak 7 inche . 

All the e mound have been excavatetl with no acl van

tage to hi tory or cience. Rumor in the neigbl)orhood 

relate that human bones, im1)lement , and OI'nament have 

been taken from them. In one in..: tance the e bone. were 
de cribed a tho e of a giant . 

The Geology of the region int imate t hat at no ,~ery re

mote time a lagoon occu J)ied a con iderable pace at the Big 

Bend and thi 11Tith the nurnerou t imber region in the val

le_y 0£ the t ri})utarie of t he Iowa River l ojnt to excellent 

hl1nting and :fi. bing. IIere came herd of animal fo1~ water 

ancl J)a ture. IIere re tecl the flock of wilcl gee e and 
cluck here collected the fi h in g reat chool , an l here 

ap1>a1'ently ettlecl the l\Iot1nd Bt1ilder ' to hunt them all. 
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In I)en n T o\,~n-,biJ), i11 the northea t c1l1art r o f the outh-

a t c1t1arter £ . ection n th farm 0£ J o eph ""\... ult 

( 230. :1:0 n.cre"), there ,,Ta once a group of 3 mound . 11r. 

""\.ult ettletl u 1) n thi JJlace in 1 4 . I-I o b ""erved the 

mouncl at that time, and ay that the one till extant ha 

been con idera1)1 )' ,rorn cl o,,,n t)y t he g razing cattle. 

1. rl 'he fir t one i located 5 ard nor th 0£ the ea t and 

,v·e t line on the north ide of .t\.rthur .L\.ult's place. It i 
cro ,._,eel by a nortl1 ancl 011th ,, ire fence ancl lie pnrtl.}" in 

the pa tt1re on th~ ea:-.t ancl 1)artly in the cornfield on the 

,ve t icle. I t mea ure -- ~6 b, 28 lJ)' 2½ feet. I t ha been a 

fine pecimen. fr . .t\.ul t tried to 1, re~erve it but ",.a out

wittetl St)me t,,. or three ear" ago. i. .,ome one came 

ancl O})ened it either at night or on n. unday ,,~hen he 

,,,a alvay n.·0111 ho1ne. Ile doe not kno,v who did it or 

,v hat ,,,.a £ou11d. If anything ,, as £011nd it i lo t to cience; 
and ,,,hate\Ter ,va left of au organic character ha ten to 

decay, l)ecau e of the water-catching depre ion made by the 

digger . 

2. ,,rsw, 20 )'ards, in the cornfielcl there once e .. i~ted 

another of imilar ize. It till ho\v about a foot high, 

ancl the hartl yello,v clay b etokens th e pot. 

3. W W , 136 yard , in another acljoining cornfield i 
another pot ,vhich sbo,vs that another mound ha met the 
same fate. l\fr. Ault ay that number 2 ancl 3 1'1 ere once 

as large as number I. Ile 1,a ed the remark, that if he had 
it to do o,,.er again, he would never have plo,ved them do,vn 

l>ut ,vould have preser\Ted them with interest. H e called 

our attention to the b eautiful ancl ~·itle- s,veeping· view from 

• 
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thi hill -top. For a little O\"er half of bi long life of eighty

ix ear he ha enj oyed the pro l)ect W, 'i and E, from 
thj commanding po ition. 

In the 011th we t c1 t1arter of the outhea t 1 uarter of ec
tion 17 P enn T o-n'n hir> 6 mile north of I olva ity, on 
land once Olvned by J. ,,r. Bane, (non" r>y l\Iartin 1r O er) 

and 1 ¼ mile ,vePt of the I o" 7 a River, there 11ce exi ted ~ 
mo11nd on the high moraine, in -n'"hat i no,v an O1)en culti
vated fielcl. The) .. are coin IJletely J)lo,vecl a ,,Ta)" . ~Ir. Bit11e 
e timate them to have been 12 to 15 feet in clin.meter ancl 3 

feet high. I f they -nTere of the t. })e t1 ually fou ncl in thi 

vicinity, they may have l)een thi~ large at the to1) and from 

25 to 30 feet at the ba e. i rr. Bane \Yas b rr1 in 1 ;3 , ancl 

ha li\-ed outh and north of I o,,·a City ( ,ritbi11 ix mile ) 
£or sixty- t,,·o ) .. ear . In 1 .52 ,vheu J>lo,,,.ing· here, he un

earthed l1one of bu1nan hand or feet fro111 the e 1nouncl . 

There ~t ood near them 3 tU1·<ly oak which hacl ,veathered 

the breeze £or long period . One of the e oalr. till tand 

a olitary monument in t he OJ)en field, on thi high oval 

hill. The cir·et1m tance 0£ it po ition ~OUJ)lecl with it 
ize wo11ld inclicate great age. 

l\Ir. Bane ha <li "tinct recollection of the Indian of the 
eightee11-fortie and fifties. They \,rere the ~ ,ac , Foxes, and 

1Iu quakie . A a child he l)la1rcd v'i"ith their ·hildren, 

and hi father and they were neig·hbor . I-le 11eak -n"ell of 

them. They numlJered in tho e clays a hundrecl to one 

,Vhite man. I-Ie knew their cu tom , and say that they 

were not the '' 1Ion nd Builders. ' Their dead were btu·ied 



in hallow trench a11d "~ere impl)"7 coverecl "-ith elm and 
other bnrk.. The r lie f tl1e ' l\founcl Builder ' w r to 

them curio. itie of f rm r inhabitant . The fir t eight or 

ten y ar, of l1i ~ life in Io,va ,vere ~1)ent outh of Io,va ity, 

01ne half dozen 111ile~. Ile '-'"a here at the l)eginning of 

the loYva ity . ettlen1eut, and ha een it through e,ery tage 

of it growth. 

In the outhen t orner of ection 17 Penn Town hip or 

po . i bly in the ,Tery north ea t corner 0£ ection 2 are till 
to rJe een the rem11ant of 2 mound . The)r were ome 2 

feet in clia1ueter ancl ;35 ) ard a1)art. Their heio-ht cannot 

be n1acle ot1t. Ir. Bane r port another 1not1nd that wa 

cut thro11gh ancl re1110Yed \Yhen the road "·a bt1ilt at thi 
J)Oint. rrhey are at the curve, jt1 t where the road turn 

no1~hwe t at the uortl1ea t corner of ection 20. The road 

frorn here angle to~ .. arcl the center of ection 17 and then 

tlll'llS w t\,1ard. 

In the center of the ot1thea t c1 uarter of section 2 , on 

the road north of 13utler's Bridge, ¼ of a 1nile from the 

Io,va lti ver, i a high ridge loping E and ,v. 111 the 

road on the ea t ide of the ,vagon track, there begin a row 

of mounds, in front of J)roperty o,vned l)y Pryce and Weber. 

There are 5 still vi ilJle, the la tone being in the field "'here 

the road angle the econd time "rest~,.ard. The e mound 

are so1newhat indi tinct, and accurate measurement is impo -

ible. They ,vere up,,rard of 20 £eet in diameter and 

rJetween 3 and 4 feet high. umber 1 and 2 a,re 7 yards 
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apart; f rom 2 to 3 is 17 yard ; from 3 to 4 10; from 4 to 5, 

10. They had all been opened. The view from thi point 
i one of the fine t .t , E or . The ridge i com po ed of the 
same yellow loe . In thi ,1icinity there are no woo l . The 
stump indicate that a growth of young trees had been cut 
from thi ridge in comparatively recent year . The mounds 
are overgrovvn with hrubbery, and on one or more there 
are root and tump of the recently cut yol1ng forest . 1 

VII. III -rRI II -BURClF,R GROUP 

I n the northwe t quarter of section 3, E a t Lt1ca Town-
hip on land now owned by Gu Hinrichs and vVilliam 

Burge1·, nearly on the line between ections 3 and 4, 154 

yards of the 1finnehaha road, Ul) a steep hill, 0 feet 
above the Iowa Ri,Ter bottom , begins a row 0£ well
defined mound . In the cultivated field W of the pre ent 
wire fence there are intimations of two and perhaps several 
previou ly exi ting mound . Tho e here de cribed are in 
the parsely wooded pasture on the ummit of the loess 
ridge. ( ee map on page 50.) 

1. umber 1, a few yards from the north and outh wire 
fence, at the western end of the row, measure 23 by 26 £eet 
in diameter and 4 feet high. I t has been opened in the 
center, but i otherwise distinct in outline. 

2. E E, 12 yards, is a mound, 26 by 29 by 4½ feet. On 
it have grown "Tariou tree . There still stands a triplet 

1 
Since the above measurements were taken on J uly 2, 1903, t his group of inter

esting mounds has met the second f ate ,vhich comes froru the white man's occa
sional reversions to primitive indifference. umbers 1, 2, and 3 have been plo,ved 
and scraped down by the township road-worker, and no one was present who had 
the slightest knov,ledge of the pages of human history that were being destroyed. 
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white oak which i 2 feet in diameter and 6 feet 8 inche in 
circumference at the ba e. The tree above the common 
trunk are 6 5 and 4 inche re pecti1tely. ear thi on the 

mound i a dead red oak . tt1mp, 16 inche in diameter. 
on idering the circum tance 0£ growth, the e tree indicate 

advanced age. Thi mound ha also l)eeu opened. 

3. E E, 7 yard , is another very di tinct mound, 23 by 
2½. On thi i an elm tump 12 inche through and a 
hickory tree 10 inche . Opened. 

4. E E yard , i the next, 29 by 4½. This is J>erhaps 
the large t 0£ the group, and a con iderable age is indicated 
by a tanding red oak tree 12 inches in diameter. Opened. 

5. E E, 12 yarcl i a fine mound, 22 by 3½. On it are 
2 red oak one 0£ which ha been clead ome year , but 
mea ure 14 inches in diameter. Thi has a1)parently not 
been opened. 

6. H ere we pa the wire fence into Bu1·ger ' land, and 5 

yard E we come to numl er 6. It i 20 by 3. On it 
gro,v 2 mall hickorie . It has not been opened. 

7. E, 7 yard , we 1·each another. Thi i 22 by 24 by 
2. It ha }Jrobably not been opened. Being con iderably 
overgro,rn -with weed , it i not so distinct in ot1tline. 

. E 11 yard , we reach the la t of the group 21 by 
19 by 2. Thi has been opened, but not so thoroughly as 
some of the other . Like the la t, it is not o distinct. um
ber 6 7 and are partially worn down by long pa turing 
and ome cultivation. The 1)0 ition of the group had a 
commanding view before the pre ent young timl)er grew UJ) . 
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VIII. TERRELL ~!ILL GRO P 

Perhap to Io,va ityan the mo t intere ting of all the 

group herein mentioned i one located on the property of 

J. J. Englert, ju t above the Terrell dam, on the hill to 

th right (E), at the harp bencl of the Io~ra Ri,rer, 1 ½ 
mile of Iowa .c\.. venue. It i quite in the center 0£ 
ection 3, Ea t Luca . There are 6 mound now to be een. 

They are on the fine outlook, 17 yard E from the river 

dge, just a it turn ot1thward. The middle point 0£ the 

group line i 120 yard E of Englert barn. Here the 

hill i very teep, and the summit i feet above the low 

water level. The ro,v begin 35 yard from the wu~e fence 

now marking Englert' north line. Then~ ite is in the 

midst of a pa tore field. It ha probably never been 

plowed, although no\v v ry par ely co,rered with timber. 

Within a space of about 4 acre which include the e 

mounds, there are but 20 tree , all white oak and hickorie , 

ranging from 6 to 20 inches in diameter. The pa ture i 

rich in white clover. ( "ee map on page 53 and 37.) 

1. The fu·st mound is 30 by 2 by 2~ feet. It ha been 

partly opened, but is still well- rounded and di tinct. 10 

yards E is number 2. 

2. This one ha the same dimension -2 by 30 by 2½. 

It too has been molested. 10 yards E i nl1mbe1~ 3. 

3. This is a little smaller-25 by 27 by 2½, and ha been 

opened only very slightly. 17 yards E is number 4. 

4. It measures 2 5 by 2½, and £or a wonder remains in tact. 

Here the line 0£ mounds is forked. 21 yards E 0£ number 
3 and 8 yards E E of number 4 is number 5. 

5. This is 29 by 25 by 2, and contains a white oak stump, 

• 
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22 inch in tliam ter, ,vhich wa cut probably a core of 

)
7 ar ago. Thi~ tum1) i ~ evidence that the mound wa not 

1 uilt ince the year 1700 of our era. It ha been dug com

J)letelJr through from E to -nr and like core of other 

ca e , the world kno,v not ,rith what re ult. 15 yard 

E E of numlJ r 5 i~ number 6. 

G. It i 2.5 by 27 b)T 2, and ha on it a dead hickory tree, 

15 inche throug·h, locatecl on the "'E edge. It ha thu far 

e caped the terrilJle 1)ad e. Thi mot1nd lie clo e be ide 

the wire fence at the ea t icle of Engle1t' lancl, adjoining 

\Tincent Gri el' . 

Beyond the wire fence, in the cornfield, the ground grad

ually ri e E "E for a con iderable di tance. There i rea on 

to believe that more 1nounds once exi ted here, but are no\v 

obliterated by the plow. ( ee map.) 

IX. SLA TA GROUP 

Two miles E of Iowa City and half a mile of the 

Rochester road, in the north we t quarter of the north ea t 

quarter of section 11, Ea -t Luca , on land formerly owned 

by Fairall, but now in the po ession of Mr. Frank lavata, 

there ,vere two mounds. They have been recently plowed 

down and scarcely a ·ve tige of their height i to be seen. 

The land in 190:1 l)ore a crop of oats. We examined the 

location after the oats were cut and discovered from the 

character of the soil and the changed vegetation that the 

mounds were 0£ the average size. 'fhe land i high, a loe s

made hill, which is a bank to a tributary of Rapid Creek. 

Mr. Gil. Irish report having opened these mound . I n them 

he found bits of pottery and some stones that had been in 

fire. These remains we1~e not prese1·ved. 

• 

• 
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X. RILEY MOUND 

On the Dubuc1ue road, 3 mile E from Iowa ity, there 

i a £arm owned hy fr . C. 1\1. Riley. The location is in 

the ea t half of ection 35, e,v1)ort. The farm exists in 

the form 0£ an L, 1'1 ith 40 acre jutting eastward from the 

northern end. Through thi JO acre , beginning at the outh

ea t corner, Rapid Creek run northward and westward. 

Thi 40 acre it el£ i in the outhea t quarter of the north-

ea t quarter of ection 3 ,5 Newport. 5 yard "\V of the 

ea t line 0£ said 40 acre and 34: yard of the outh line is 

located an unu ually large and intere ting mound. It is 52 

feet in diameter ancl ,3½ feet high. The land here is a bare 

pa ture and is said never to have been plowed. It is 

dottecl with little hole made by the overturning of small 

timber and the rotting of stumps. rrhe 1"'egion of the 
mound i only 40 feet above the reek. 

A mound 0£ thi character rai. e new qt1e tions and offer 

new difficultie . If a burial })lace, it is improbable that it 

hold~ the remain of bt1t one chieftain or leader. It is too 

high £or the a u1n1)tion of a tepee foundation. On the 

other hand, it is located where uch foundation might natur
ally be eXJJected. It ha not been explo1·ed. 

XI. GRIZEL GROUP 

T~vo and a half 1nile by direct line, £rom Iowa City, 

on the £arm of Alex. Grizel ( formerly owned by lvlorrison-

92 acre ) there once existed a group of 15 (1)erhap many 

more) mot1nd ::i. They were on one of the mo t beautiful 

J)t1r - haped hill on the no1~th bank 0£ Rapid Creek, 1 ~ 
miles E of the Iowa River overlooking timbered valleys 
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once prolific in game. The location i a little "' of the mid

dle £ the northea"'t quarter of ection 3; Xew1)ort. Dur

ing the la t three to five )""ear , Trizel ha cleared the hill of 

it growth of mall oak ancl other ,v0ood, ha plOTI"e<.l clown 

the mound , cultivated the field, and in thi year it ha~ 

borne hay in the lo\ver two -thirds and oat abo,·e. He re

port the mound t ha v been ' too high and large to dri ,·e 

over.'' Th work f leveling i pretty nearly coru1)letetl. 

They were doubtle the fine t and hand ·ome t rovr in tb,::i 

region by u inve tigated. ,ome of them had been openetl 

-possibly all. The owner did not know the number, the 

former use, the cientific value, nor that any reverence wat'., 

due. I-Ii object wa to make reatly £or crop . The e he 

will not get on tl1e e pot , in quantity ,vorth the effort dur

ing his life-time. The yellow clay ,·vhich the mound bl1ild

er u ed ,vill not grow grain to the ati £action 0£ the Euro

pean pea ant. A fitting religiou entiment a hi torical 

interest, an esthetic idealism or even a know ledge of agri
cultural science, would not have permitted the e.xca,ration , 

nor have thru t the plo,v- hare through the fine ~t, mo t 

sacred, most interesting, most picturesql1e, and ultimately 

most dollar-adding portions of the e £arm . 

These mounds extend from E to W. Beginning well • 
up on the hill, I observed the site of a former mound ,vhich 

I shall call number 1. T,vel ve yard N to the or this ( £ro111 
centre to centre) is number 2. Turning· the angle no,,, ,"\r 
the group is as follows: 9 yards to number 3; 23 yards to 4:; 

20 yard to 5; 25 yards to 6; 16 yard to 7; 13 yards to ; 

15 yards to 9; 21 yards to 10; 29 yards to I 1 · 20 yard to 
12; 15 yards to 13; 9 yards to 14; 14 yard to 15. On thi 

• 
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hill G1~izel repor t that he found many arro,v point :-.. Doubt

le hundred of fragment of bone and other ource of 

valuable information ha\~e e :-. cape<l the unt rained ob er ver . 

Thi irretrievalJle ruin i the gra,r t war11ing to tho ·e inter

e ted in A11thropology and .L\.rch<Bology of the £ate that will 

oon and inevita}Jly overtake the plenclicl r emains of a 

former race. The r ecord of it material ocial r eligio11 , 

and other achiev""ement ,vill in a few year be wi1)ed out 

unle ecl11cator bring law and scientific zeal to fore top thi 
hort ighted proce . . 

In the outhea t quarter of the north we ·t c111arter of thi 

same ection 35, e,v1)ort . on the 011th i(l e of the road run

ning ea t\'\rard to Grizel £arm, on the, ame no1th bank of 

R apid Creek, but on r elati\1 ely low land wa a l onely 

mound. The land i part of t he old Chandler ho1ne tead 

and i now ovvned by~ 'teven A. unier, who e hou e i 011 

the Dubuc1ue R oad , of the creek nearly a mile from the 

m ouncl. The ite of the mo11nd i till lower than that on 

th e Rile farm. I t wa 700 ya.rel of the road to Grizel's 

a11d 250 yar<1 N of the creek. The mea uren1ent can no 

longer be macle out a it ha been J)lowed over, m o"ved and 

pa tured for a generation. I t i re1 orted as having lJeen 

larg·e and con picuou . Numerou arrow J)Oint and other 

flint and tone article ,,7 ere found at ancl after the cle111olition . 

X III. Ji' . X . AICIIER :tROUP 

In the southea t cruarter of the outhea t q uarter of sectio11 

27, T e,,r})Ort, on the north bank of Rapid reek live 11·. 
F. X . ..t\..icher. Entering from the road, ,vhich at this point 

• 



run ... TN'"]~ ,,,e 11a' along the creek ,alley. nir. icher' 

hot1.:,e ancl barn are on the ~~u111n1it of the di tant north bank, 

J)erha1) 60 rocl from the main roacl. ome G rod~ farther 

on, at a di tance of 30 _y·ard from t he farmer road and 0 

y·arcl NF.J £ro1n th neare t lJend of the creek, there is what 

fi})J)ear to be one-half of a mouncl. I t i 40 feet abo,,.e the 

creek. Fron1 the creek to,vard th n1ound there i fir t a flat 

}Jotton1 from 4 to feet high, then the roatl bed 4 to feet 

higher, then a fir t banl{ omelvhat gradual in lo1)e, ancl 

finally the more abrupt econtl a11cl highe t bank on ,:vhich 
the mot1 n cl re t , . 

Tl1e peculiarity about thi mot1nd i the fact that the outh 

half of it i wanting. The bank here dro11 almo t 1)er1)en

dict1larly fro1n 10 to 20 feet. The m t1ncl a1)1)ear to have 

lJeen eroded a,,ray "·ith the bank by the c,ide thru c,t of the 

creek t ream ,vhen it ran at height of from 15 to 30 feet 

alJO\'e it t)re ent av·erage rvater le,,.el. 

The 11art 0£ the mound remaining mea ure 2 'I by 17 by 
2½ feet. ear the ea t end 0£ it i a rotten oak turu1) till 
12 inche in diameter. The mound appear never to ha,e 

1)een opened. Inquiry from the 1\.icher~ ga,l'e no in£01·ma

tion a to any for111er digging or exca,ration in that ·vicinity 
ince the ettlement of the ,vhite . 

If this i a man-111ade mound ancl if it other half ha 
been re1noved by ero --ion, it i certainly one of the mo t iu

tere ting 0£ phenomena. At fir t ight, at lea t, this condi

tion of things would eem to point to great antit1uity. 

Fifty-two yards Wis an elevation 1uea .. uring about 1 by 

15 by 1 ½. It is on ground 5 feet lower than t he first, and 
on the continuation 0£ the same narrow spur of loe . 

• 
f 
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ix }~ard "\V of thi i anoth r ri e 3 7 l y 1 ) b 2. 

Twel ,.,.e yard W again i .. another, 3;3 l y 16 }>y 2. Tl1i 

1·eache almo t to the end £ the hill, at the J)lace ,rh re the 
r oad turn a right an ·le nor th,,,.arcl. 

The e hav·e not been nnmberecl aR , o 111any i11dul)itable 

mound . To be fully 11re 0£ their character, Lli J" rut1. t l)e 

cient ifically examinecl into. Llr co111mi . ion ancl 1>re ent 

object do not include thi . The1r do D(>t a1)J)Ca1· to ha,·e 

been opened. ~lore t han any other here de cri tJed thi 
group in ,rol \Te geological 1)1·0 hlem . 

XI"\r. IIENRY Al I:IER GROl J> 

By direct line, 4 mile .1.. of I ov1"a ity, on the ea t bank 

of the Io,'{a River there i till extant a row of 17 flat 

top1)ed 1nound . They are on the farm of Ile11ry J . ..c\icl1er , 

running from the no1i h middle l)art 0£ ection 27 into t he 

outhYve t q11arter of the ot1thea t c1uarter 0£ ection ~2 

ewport. Thi farm wa forn1erly owned l)y Zy11re 
Aicher father of Ilenry, ,vho settled UJJOn it a the fir t 
actual impro,-rer and farmer. 

The region i very hilly . Ilere are two long narrow 

loe s ridge running nearly T an<1 , with a mall ~reel{ 

( antler ) between ancl the I owa River to the "re t of the 

we tern ridge. The we tern ri lge, on which the mound 

are located a\Terage fro1n O to 100 feet alJove river level. 

Thi ridge is covered \\1ith a thin clark oil. The ma s of it 

con i t largely of yello,v clay (loe ), urmounting impl1re 

(Devonian) lime tone trata. I t is no\v, and ha been for 

more than half a cent ury partially cov·ered "rith mall oak, 

poplar, and other native woocl . Thi timber ha been twice 

cut and regrown ince the Aichers settled there. 



• 

1. The fir t moun(l i at the a1) x of a hillock ju'"'t T of 

th north end of the now tilled land. It i on ground 10 

feet higl1er than any of th ther and like the other , it i 

ituattd clirectl)7 in the mitldl or highe t back f the ridge. 

It mea 11re" 2; by 26 l)y 3{ feet (po ibly more originally).1 

Lik all tl1e re t of thi gro11p, it ha been 01)ened by indi
\'"idual ~ ,, ho ha\'"e }JU1)li hed no record . 1\.ccording to fr. 

ich r'. , te timon)" tl1i ,,,.a 20 year or more ao-o. Ile 

ha the recoll ction that the e 111ound produced kull and 

other hon , charcoal and ring . ,\,..hate\Ter other object he 

doe not remember. 1 )Tard of thi i mound number 2. 

( ee ma1) on page 61 and 37.) 

2. It mea ure 22 by 3. It had al o been opened, but 

the opening wa mailer and the e . .:·cavation much le com-
plete. 15 yards come number 3. 

3. Thi wa })robably oval, 20 by 26 by 3. It had been 

opened earlier than the other and an old road long 11nu ed, 

had been made aero s it. Thi road had con iderably 

changed the form of the mo11nd and had cut through to the 
bottom. 12 yarcl 0£ thi i number 4. 

4. It is 22 by 4. The opening in the n1ounds were 
nearly al ~rays made in the center, and only in two or three 

ca es did they extencl to either margin. 25 yards I of thi 
i number 5. 

5. Thi , too, i nearly circular, 25 by 24 by 4. The 
former explo1~ers had thrown out many stones of a mi -

cellaneou character, both as to form and kind. ome of 

them were river-washed, De\ronian pieces. One was 14 by 
1 These measurements do not entirely correspond ,vith Webster's in S1nithson

ian Report, 1887, p. 694; but we have surveyed the group t1'ice ( June 27 and 
Sept. 11, 1903 ), and believe our work nearly correct . 
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20 l)y 3 i11cl1 it1 ize \.. ~mall inci ion bowed a di turbed .. 
) ellu,,· cln } .. to the de1>th of 4 feet. Thi mound occupie 

t,l1e neare t ap11roach 0£ the ~eri to the ri\·er. In a hori• 

zo11tal line the clistance ,,,,oulcl be 10 ard and then a 

neitrl)"' per1)en(lict1lar, ... tratified -r ck lJank of 50 feet. The 

''""hole height at thi point from lo,v ~rater to the top of the 

riclge i · U feet. n the mouncl are 2 ~rhite oak tump 10 

and 12 inche in cliameter. 12 )·ard outh we t of thi 

n1ound there i . till . tanding a much decayed oak tump, 

" '"hich i no,v 3 ½ feet in diameter. Doubtle it tree wa 

Cl1t do,vn in the early da)- of the ,,rhite ettlement. Being 

on ._ uch l1igh land. ·ubject to the trong I o,va wind in ev·ery 

direction receiving relatively 1nnll amount of water at it 

root ,v hich trt1ggle to 1>ierce the hard yellow clay l)eneath, 

it i uncloul)tedly ,rery old and po il)ly lived £or more than 

three centt1rie . Perhap it haded the bt1ilder of the e 

1nound when they camped upon thi admirable lookout! 

P erhaps again, they had fini hed their labor and were gone 

long, long before thi oal< ~ra prouted. 

Eleven )7 ards of number 5 i a l ong, low, iudi tinct 

rai e of ground which may have been a mound. It i 140 

feet long, from 20 to 12 feet ,vide, and from 1 to 1 ¼ feet 

high. The outh end is broader than the north. 70 yard~ 

N vV 0£ this is uumber 6. 

6. It mea ures 24 by 3. H ere begins the second ub

group. This mound ha l been opened and is not so distinct 

in outline. 5 yard only N ,v of thi i numbe1~ 7. 

7. This is 24 by 3½. I t offered nothing sig ni£cant, ex-

cept the persistence of the idea. 16 yard i number . 

8. Though more difficult to measure, it is apparently 30 

• 
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bJr 26 by 3. Thi one wa rather more intere ting from the 

£act that it contained many lime tone , ,rarying in length 

from 3 inche to a foot or more. I t had been much tra1llpecl 

upon by the \\
7
hite man cattle, and there had gro,,Tn up in 

jt 2 oak tree 10 inche in diameter al o everal mailer 

one -oak, 11oplar, etc. 11 yard Ni ,., number 9. 

9. The diameter i ~2 ancl the height 3. In it a1~e 2 l)Op-
lar tree and 10 incbe , 1 oak inch e through and ev-

eral mailer oak . ~ 5 }7ard i number 1 t) . 

10. It i r ol1nd, 2 by 3. The opening made in former 

year , wa completely aero . 10 ard J. i ~, numlJer 11. 

11. Thi i a large oval, 54 l)y 17 b_y l ¼. ..t\. wire fence 

runnino- nearly E and "\V cro e thi 1nound near the mid

dle. The line between ection 2 7 ancl 22 i a fe,v 3rarcl . 

The 01 ening at the north encl 0£ th e mouncl wa very light. 

In thi vicinity the ~"ood how evidence of many IJile of 

cord wood having lain £or con iderable lJeriod and p o .. iLly 

thi mound ha been torn down by the wood cutting and 

hauling of many year . 12 yard i n111nlJer 12. 

12. From it po ition it i rather con picuou , though i t 

mea ure are only 24 by 20 by 3. It i trodden do\'\,.n very 

harcl. 45 yards 1 E there may have been a mo11nd, but 

the evidence i · not clear enough to o mark one. 7 4 arcls 

E from mo11nd n11mber 12 is number 13. 

13. The la t 0£ t he three ub-group beg·in with thi -

24 by 2. The wood here are quite open and ign of 

former wood -J)ile are indicated by the mar-tweeu and other 

imported vegetation. Thi mound has l)een but ligh tly 
opened. 7 yarcls TNE is number 14. 

14. Oval, low, but di tinct-21 by ~7 by 2. 9 yard N 
is number 15. 



15. R unll and d fined, but not con picuou -30 by 2. 
62 }rard N" .1. "'"E i nurnber 1 (1. 

16. I-Ier i one 0£ the be tin thi fine group-27 by :30 

by 3½. I t contain pt)plar ancl oak t ree~ 9 and 6 inches 

re l)ectively. The yellon1 clay near the bottom ("·here it had 

been orened) gi""e e"idence of havTing been t1bject to the 

decay of ome organic 11 lJ tance . In occa c.ional pot are 

,vhiti 11 and laty gray di c lorat ion . I t i certain to have 

been a bl1rial !)lace. 3G yard XE i number 17. 

17. The la t £ tl1e erie is 24 l)y 27 by 3. Being a 

v·ery fine and 1)rorui ing mound, it had been widely opened 

in the center. n the margi11 are gro~ring two oak , and 

10 inche through, al o other mailer tree . The woods 

are <.I uite den e at this point. o mound were found of 

thi . 
XV. T~RKEY CREEK GRO P 

On the north bank of Turkey 1reek, at the junction with 

the I owa River, in the no1~hea t c1uarter of ection 22, e,v

port, there is a group 0£ 7 mound . They are 100 feet 

above low water and 35 yards from the edge 0£ the nearly 

perpendicular bluff of the river . This bluff i com po ed of 

loess on gravel, and t his on D evonian limestone. 

1. The first is 30 by 3½. I t contains a white oak tree 7 

inches, a large-toothed a pen inches, and othe1~ smaller 

t imber. Like the best mounds everywhere, it had been 

dug open, yet rather incompletely. The north half of the 

mound ehould be scientifically investigated under tate 
• auspices. 

2. of this 12 yards is another, measuring 33 by 25 and 

not more than 1 foot high. On it are 12 small trees, the 

• 

• 
• 
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large t an a p en inche . Tear by are decayed red oak 

tumps as large a 2~ incb e . rfhi mound would come 

11nder the '•la " ·l1ich I a ume may })O ibly have been tent
bottom . 

On the theorJ~ that tl1e burial mound 1nay repre ent the 

la t re ting place of chief.. a erie of them would indicate 

a dyna ty or the duration of a ettl ement. A group like 

thi might indicate the burial of but one chief and hence a 

relatively hort tribal re idence . 

n lancl de ignated under the name of Barbara ro. chek. 

on the nor th l,ank of the Iowa River where it run l rnile E, 

in the so uthea t q narter of ection 16, ew1Jor t, in a field 

now u ed for pa ture pur1)ose and directl O})posite ' The 

F ord. ' t here i a grot1p of four thistle-co\Yered . incon pic
uou m ound . 

1. In thi rough pasture, 300 yards J_r E of the river a 

little E 0£ where the river turn E on the fir t ridge ( or 

foot-ridge to the econd bottom) and 40 feet above low 

" 'ater, i a mound 24 by 1. It had been opened no one 
kno"T when or \vith what r esult. 

2. W of thi 10 yard is another 30 by 2 by 1. It had 
been opened hL1t with le s cliligence. 

3. vV again .5 yard i another, 24 by 26 by It. It con

tained a much decayed white oak stump, inche in diam

eter. For ome unaccountable rea on (perhaps because the 

trength 0£ the digger gave out) it has escaped the usual 
£ate. 

4. Only 2 yards to the ,V, we come to the next, 2 by 26 

• 



l y 2. The indication <)£ age are greater bj"" the fact of 2 

ar1cient ,vhite oak tump. 15 and 14 inche re J)ectiv .. ely. 
The mou11<l had been op n d. 

l·I re let it be o 1) er,ed tl1at forn1er in ve tigator ~ by their 

<ligg1ng ha, .. e left hole in the top of the 1nound which 

catch ancl retain the " 'ater a the year and decade roll 

,on. rrl1us hn.v they in t1red the de truction ancl decay, 

ooner or later, of ,Ter}·thing oro-anic (bone clothing, 

~arooden implement etc.,) that ,~a left un£ot1nd. 

X\'II. \ ,vEE ... EY GROUP 

In a woocl adjoining tl1e Cro chek field in the ame ec

tion and c1l1arter, 50 yarcl to the ,v of the fourth ro chek 

1nol1nd, and :?00 )1 :trd 'S", bey"ond a wire fence, in an a pen 

gro,1 e, 100 yard E 0£ the lo\,ra Ri,1 er , ju t before it turn 

ea t,vard, 50 feet aJJove low 1rvater, on land now owned by 

J.\lex. ,veeney, i a grou11 of 3 1not1nd . 

1. The first i 22 feet in diameter and about 2 feet high. 

On it are 2 aspen t rees O and 6 inche . The hrubbery i 
plentiful and may have been so £or generatio11s. P erhaps 

as a consequence thi mot1nd ha e caped excavation. 

2. Directly , at a cli tance of 9 yards, i a mouncl 25 by 

30 by 3. I t has on it a white oak tree 0£ 10 inches, an 

as1)en of 6, and a red oak 0£ . Being higher and more con

spicuous it ha , natt1rally enough , been opened. 

3. To the again 29 yards are t he inclications of a tent-

bottom (if this be the correct theory) 54 by 19 by 1. It has 

borne its share in the growing 0£ this beautiful grove. 5 

aspens of 10 inches and under, a red oak of 6, a hickory 0£ 
5, and twin white oaks of 11 and 9 ( with a bowl 24 inches), 
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another white oak of plunge their root through it and 
into the loe s -covered oval- haped hill. 

XVIII. YER!._ :i:R OOP 

A mile and a half from the north line 0£ ewport the 

Iowa River, after running due E for half a mile, tt1rn at 
almo t a harp right angle. In the outheast quarter of the 

northwe t c1uarter of ection 9 on the farm of B. Yeris 

(106. 7 acre ), on the ea t bank of a namele run, flo\,·ing 

",V into the Iowa River , near the right angle jt1 t mentioned, 

at the \Tery center 0£ the ection, there are 2 i olated mounds. 

The hill i. ,rery graclual and broad-topped. It i now, and 

ha been during th e ,,.,.hite man occ11pation, covered with 
wood. 

rrh e fir t mo11nd i located 40 ard ,V from f. am pion' 

line. They are 50 yard apart, and the econd one i about 

15<) a.rd N" of the rj ver. umber 1 i 27 by~ 2. um-

l)er 2 i 24 by 2. The direction b tween the mound i W 

ancl I E. The l1ru bbery and unclerl)ru h in thi region is 

very den e. The wooJ. have long· been pa tured and marked 

with the track 0£ wood hauling. Both of the mound have 
l)een explored. . 

'rII E LE._' ' Or .. AND I1'S .. GGE,'TIO '."I 

' Tho e clu tered moundA of yellow clay 
Are they but dirt- hea1Js, in the way, 
Piled by ome savag , yesterday-

Or so111etbing 1nore? ' 

That depend · . 

In 35 countie in I owa th ere exi t the "Tork of some far 

back race or race who ha,,.e dwelt h ere before u . About 

them \Ve ha\Te no other ource 0£ information. These 
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ource howe\·er, are t1fficient if we once realize it. Their 

num her kincl, content , en,rir nment condition, age 1)0 i

tion , tc., ,vot1lcl tell ·volume to him who can read hi tory 

th u " ·ritten. 

ur i a11 ag a u111ing to treat thing in the cie11tifi.c 

pirit, \Vhich in other ,,,r rd 111ean incerely, hone .. tly )r"'. 

tematicall)l'- irnpl)r being <1uare ,,-ith the fact . IIere 

then are the fact . r\.nd thi i but a little am1)le le "' --on 

of "'That like effort "Tould re,.,eal in a hundrecl region . It 

ha only laid 011t the field of ,,Tork i11 a mall area. 

,Ve hould theu, a a t~1te, look U}) 11r\·ey, p re e1",Te by 
la,v, ancl l)roperly inve tigate the e fa t •,;•ani. hing remain 

0£ former J)eo11le . ,,7 hould do thi :-

1. To im1>ro,·e our ov,rn kno'1Tleclge. 

2. To forl'tnrd the cience of 1\.nthropology and it cog

nate sciences-Ethnology, rch,eolog)·, ancl l{i tor)r. 

3. To solve the 1uany problem of which the e earth 

works are the key . 

4. To parallel, in our own rich field, the effort no"r be

ing made by our sister tate - "'\Vi con in ancl Ohio e pe

cially, in producing tbe data for the mo t e '"tended com-
• l)ar1 on . 

5. To save the monume11ts them elve ( a we would have 

our tombs and monu111ent aved ), that the)1 may be a con

stant ource of instruction and moral in1provement to future 

generations. 

6. To show the re IJect due to the deacl -even though 

they were 0£ other race -and thus to cultivate the highest 

virtues among ourselves. 
D UREN J. H. w ARD 

IowA CITY, Io,vA 
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