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TATE I-II TORY I.r THE PUBLI HIGH OIIOOL 

In every public high chool, a well as in every college 
and university in our land, history ha come to be an impor
tant con tituent £acto1· in the ct11·riculum. Di cu ion may 

still go on as to how much time 011ght to be given to thi 
stt1dy, a to the method to be adopted in it pursuit, and 
as to whether it ought to be required 0£ all student . But 

these are simply matters 0£ school or college administration 
which do not affect the general propo ition, to which all 
educationi ts now agree, that the tud y of history hould be 
adequately represented in the curriculum of every school 
of seconda1·y or higher grade. 

Accepting this general conclt1 ion as sound, I desire in 
this pape1· to advance the further propo ition that in the 
stt1dy 0£ history in Olli' public high chools a rea onable 
portion of the time should be given to the study 0£ tate 

history. or is it ufficient that the study 0£ local hi tory 
be made the subject of a few ''talks" to the clas in United 

tates histo1·y, or introduced simply to enliven the cou1·se in 
civics? On the contrary, I believe that the local hi tory of 
the tate within which the high school is located should be 
seriou ly taken up and regularly taught a a subject worthy 
of special tudy. 

In m·ging this proposition upon the attention of those 
who are interested in secondary education there is, of course, 
some danger of assigning undue prominence to the study 0£ 



lfi4 

~ 'tate a11d 1 cul l1i"' tOI')' · I n1u l1ol\'"e,,er e~1)ecially an_uot1 

to at1ar(l ao·ain t t1ch error ·i11ce I arn of the 011inio11 that 

in con c-s trn ting ._ ·heme of hi torical , tudy for ot1r ~chool · 
we have J)erha1) '" inne(l . orue,,That in l)lacing undt1e em

pba i u1)on .L\n1erican a .. compared -nTith ge11eral European 

hi tory. I~\Tel')' countr)' in con ·tructing it.' che111e of ecluca

tion ot1ght to 11rovi<l.e a 11ro1)er place f r the 'tudy oi: it own 

hi -- tor}T; but e\1 ery country need: al o to be on it guard 

1 t 1)). gi,ri11g too exclu i,~e attention to tbi. u1 ject it ,,·ar1) 

ancl cli "'tort the ,·ie,, £ it chilclren a to tl1e relative impor

tance l)I local a coru1)aretl ,vi.th general of national a"' com

l)ar cl ,vith ,,Torlcl bi tory. 

The bi ntory of tbi"' cot1ntr)· i -- cle tin eel, in our 01)ini n, 

to })lay a ver1- 1)romi11ent l)art n.ncl occt11))- a leading 11lace 

in all the ft1tt1re hi tor\ of the worlcl. But if the -'\.merican ., 

republic w re to l)eri h to-clay, the 11lace ,vhich we ho1tlcl 
occu1)Y in the gra11d progre of the ,vorlcl' hi "'tor}'" ,y·ould 

after all, be very mall. .L\.11d so ot1r tt1dent' in the high 
chool. ·hould get in the cour e of their tudie ome con

ce1)tion of the relative ignificance ,vhich the hi tory of other 
nation ha-· in the hi tory or the ,,1orld a co1u1)ared ,,rith our 

o,vn. "\Ve are, ho~Tever, ju tifiecl in laying a ome,vhat 

exaggeratecl em1)ha i t1pon our o,vn hi tory a compared 

with that 0£ other nation of the ,vorld. That i to ay a 

certain exaggerated empha i i not an t1ndt1e empha i". 

In the fu· .. t place each nation i bound by the la\v of it , 

own being to magnify its o,vn calling, to emphasize it own 

place in the general bi tory of the world and to dwell upon 

its own services to humanity. It i ~, moreover, nece al'y in 

· the general interests of human hi tory that each tate hould 
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do thi in order that ultimately, "~hen the hi tory of the 

world i "\"Vritten, adec1uate material hall exi t to enable the 
historian to give each nation it 1)1·O1)er })lace. 

,,re are like,vi e ju tified from a l edagogical point of 

\·iew in thi exaggeration of our own history by the fact 

that there i a certain element of intere t in the tud)T of the 

national annal "vhich i not to be £0L1nd to the ame extent 

in the tucly of the "~orld annal . t the ame time we 

mu t beware again t making· a very common mi take in thi 

:fielcl. It i not true, in my opinion, that the individual i 

al"Tays mo t intere ted in that TI"hich lies neare t him. The 

cbild, a a rule i far more intere ted in £airy torie than 

it would be in the hi tory of children with whom it a <>

ciate every day. The citizen i often time more intere ted 

in the IJolitic of the tate or the nation than in that of the 

city, and in the hi tory of the foreign nation rather than in 
the hi tory of hi OTI"n nation in the hi tory of the ancient 

rather than in the hi tory of the modern nations, in the his

tory of the world rather than in the histo1·y of hi own time 

ancl hi O1vn condition . In })ite of thi general £act, how

ever, it is l)O ible to get a certain kincl 0£ interest in the 

event connected with one own national life which cannot 
lJe sect1red for tho e incidents connected with other nations 
and other race in other periods 0£ the world' hi tory. In 

the ame \Y·ay it i pos ilJle to arou e a certain kind of in
tere t in the annal of one ,,illage or city, of one ,s county 

or one tate which it is not po ible to excite to the same 
extent in the hi tory 0£ one' nation. A certain amount of 
attention, there£01·e, to tate and local histo1y would be 

justified by the £act that it helps to a1·ouse that pecial and 

• 
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pe uliar int re. t in th .;.tt1Cl)T of hi tory "·hich i likely to 
mak it a fruitft1l our ·e £ intellectual d ,relc,pment and 

enj O)-m nt for all time to com . 
Th re i another rea on jt1 tif)~no- the attention 0£ the 

~ tt1d nt cJf hi tory to local a TI. 11 n"' to neral affaii·-.. and 

that i , that it i · the be t n1ean of gettine· a clear under-

'tanding of certain laro-e e\fent and force. throu h that 

accurate kn(>TI"ledge 0£ local \ ent and local force " ·hich 

the tud y of local hi, tor)T offer an 01)J)Ortt1nit}' of cle\·elo1)

ing. J t1. t a in geogra1>h. r a chilcl n1a)T £ro111 it own imme

diate urrounding b)- tud) ing the local elevation.::;, light 

though th y may be, 1)) ,·vatching the treams in iguificant 

th ugh they are, get uch general geogra1 hical idea a will 

nable him to under tanc1 in a far clearer and better manner 

the ele1nent in the geogi·n1)hy of foreign countrie and 
forejgn clime , o in hi tory, tl1e tudy of the local feature 

and the local tradition ,vill nable the tuclent to collect 

certain clata ,v hich ,vill render ea y the under tan ding of the 

wider s,veep 0£ national and ,vorld bi tory. 
There i till another important circum ta.nee ,·vhich ju ti

fies the stucly of local hi tory a a J)art of the general che1ne 

of hi torical tt1dy. I refer t the £act that the life of the 

local community supple111ent the life and politic of the 

larger national co1nmunity. The entire hi tory 0£ the people 
is not by any means to be found in the annal of legi lat.ive 
bodie 01· jn the field of ,:~1hat may l)e called general politic . 

Many of the 1nost important forces ,vbich nece arily deter

mine the com· e of national development are not reflected 

in the history of the general government or in their deal
ings with foreign nations or with dome tic affaii-- . Thus it 

I 
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Tiill be found that local hi tory offer an e ential t1p1)le
ment to the tudy of the large1· and more gene1·al features 
0£ national hi tory. 

It may al o be urged with rea on that a knowledge of 
1

tate and local hi "' to1·y conduce to a love 0£ country. Ile 
who is a tranger to the hi .. tory and tradition 0£ his o,vn 
local comn1unity i not likely to po e that patrioti m upon 

which re t , in the long run, the al vation not only of the 
local community bt1t of the nation a well. The more the 

citizen know and under tand of the hi tory and govern
ment 0£ hi own community the greater 1'W be hi intere t 
in all J)t1blic affair . To be taught that ou1~ father labored, 
and fought, and acrificed £or the good 0£ the community i 
to be in ·1)ired with that courag·e which make good citizen . 

From the tandpoint 0£ the public good our high schools 
can offer no mo1·e valuable cour e 0£ in truction than those 
,vhich lead to better citizenship. 

All the econ iderations, which a1)ply in a general way to 
the tudy 0£ local hi. tory a di tingui bed from g·eneral hi -
tory ha ,,..e a pecial force in thi 011r own country o"ring to 
the peculiar natu1--e 0£ our go,,.ernment and 0£ our in titu

tion . Om· nation is organized on the federal plan, being 
compo ed 0£ tate them elves organized on the principle 
0£ local self-government. The hi tory of town hip~, coun
tie and tates i , therefore, of pecial ignificance in the 
tudy of American hi tory. 

Owing to the political, social and ind11 trial constitution 
of our society a large num be1· 0£ important element. in our 
national hi tory £ail to be reflected 1''ithin the ordinary field 
of national policy, national di cu ion, and national admin-

' 
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i tratio11. Thi i rend red e peciall:;-.. apparent l)y a com

l)ari on 0£ our o~?n hi tor)" ,,,,ith that of Englancl £or ex

am 1)le. If )T t1 tutly the hi tor f .England ot1r will find 

that th c1 ue'" tion £ the 11pJ)0rt of the J)Oor £ the pro11er 

oro-a®atio11 of 111i1uici1)al g , .. ernment and the organization 

of pul)lic edt1cation, ancl the admini tration of pt1blic health 

ha,Te enterecl into national politic " iu uch a way that no one 

could ,, rite a general hi tor)- of Eno-land "~ithot1t gi,ring 

large attention to the 1)rolJlen1 . The}· are the point 

about ,,rhich national })Oli y ha tt1rnecl; th y are the crue · 
tion on ,,,hich mini ·trie ha,re ri en and fallen. ~ or are 

the e arne t1t1e.-- tion at bottom of le .. im110:ffir.i.nce in thi 

co11ntry to a full under tanding of our bi .. tor}" a a nation. 

But at no J)lace in the field of our national politic do thev 

appear a in11)ortant c·on icleration . I£, therefore, the e 

vital ocial and J)Olitical problem are to be tudied a.t all, 

i£ they are to recei\"e the attention \\Thich they ce1tainl)y 

ought to ha ~;re in any geueral cheme of hi ~torical in trnc

tion, they m11 t be inclnd d ju the tt1dy of ... tnte hi"tory 

,vhich ha t11rned to o large an extent about their olutio11. 

'fhe tt1dy of 'tate hi tor31 in thi en e in the nited 

tate i a vel'y e ential ancl nece c.ar 111)1)lement to the 

study of genPral American hi ·tor.)T in order to gi, e all)"" ade

quate vie,v of the co11r:ie of national 1)rogre . Ev·eu in the 

field of national politic l)ure and imple, in the .fi ld of 

those qlte tions which, by the term of OlU' 11 ederal '1on ti

tution, are intrt1 ted to 011r national go,ternment the part 

which the tates a ~ tate~ ha\-e played i ~ extremel.., im1)or

tant. The great truggle for the exi "'tence of the Union 

turned largely upon the attitude of th indi\Tidual tate . 

• 
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The mo t important problem in our national history can be 
under tood and appreciated only through the tudy 0£ tate 
li£e, of the tate idea, and 0£ the pa1t which that idea played 
in our national exi tence. urely then, these are circum-
tance which ju tify giving a certain portion 0£ the time 

devoted to hi torical stt1d y to the examination of the e par
ticular things. 

The con ide1·ations which I hav"e thu far pre ented apply 
to the tudy of tate hi toJ·y generally in the high chool 
of our country. But here in the l\1iddle \\7 e t, in the great 
\Talley of the lV[i si ippi, the1·e are s1)ecial rea on £or u1~g
ing the tudy of tate and local hi tory. The intrin ic 
intere t and im })0rtance 0£ the hi tory of thi 1·egion can no 
longer be que tioned. To be ure the hi tory of l\fas a
chusett , of J"ew Yorl{, of Penn ylvania, and of '\Tirginia i 
fulle1· of content since it extend ove1· a mt1ch longer l)eriod 
of time than does the history of uch tate a Ohio, Illinoi , 
Iowa, and Wi con in. Bt1t ever ince the clo e 0£ the Revo
lution, when the defiles 0£ the lleghanies began to be filled 
with emigrant wagon bound for the "\Ve t, the l\Ii i i11JJi 
Valley has lite1·ally been the central 1"egion of interest 111 
our Ame1·ican history. The ea tern .,tates secured inde
pendence and e tabli hed the nation. It remained for the 
Territories and tate 0£ the ,vest to develop that nation. 
They brought into American hi tory tho e £actors and 
elements which are genuinely American. The history of 
the e western tates-these frontier democracie -is cer
tainly interesting, important, and full 0£ suggestion. 

Take Illinoi as an example. The hi tory of the Indian 
and the l\Iot1nd-builder, the marvelous story of the explora-

• 
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tion "" of l\[ar 1uette antl Lai. 'alle, and the magnificent effort 

by ,·vhich thi ... territory ,,,.a annex d to the cro,,Tn of France 

tir the i1nagination ancl arou. e ancl xcite the attention and 

fi.x the ir1tere t of th tt1clent of l1i tor~t the 111ore deeply 

the long r it i , tudiecl. 1ertainl)T the annal of no ea tern 

"'tate ha, e to "ho,,· a more })ictt1re ·t1t1e or intere. ting cha1)ter 

enlct1lated to . tir the emotio11 , of the hi torian than the 

arlie t cba1)ter in the hi tor)T of tl1e Illinoi countr)-. 

--'-\gain, the "'tory of the " ·inning £ thi territor)' from the 

Fren ·h ·rown the t1 b eq ueut tor)'" of maintaining it po -
e. ~ion i11 tl1 hanll of th Engli h ao-ain t the Indian , 

ancl al)ove all the tor}- 0£ it ac<.1 ui ition by the infant 

re1 u blic <luring the Re,·olt1tiou1tr)- ,,,~1r ma) rank in intere t 

,vith an;· " 'hich the annal of thi cot1ntry can offer. 'fhe 

great n1arch 0£ George I ger 1larke aero the Illinoi 
country to I,.. a ka. kia and back again to "'\.,.incenne l'ankc. 

a1uo11g the great event of a imilar kincl, not imJ)ly in the 

li.i. tory of thi " 'e t rn countr. , or of the l Tnited 1-"" tate , but of 

the world; ancl the oftener the tor}T i told, and the m re 
fully it ignificance i t1nder tood th greater the place 
,v hich \Vill be accorlled t it in the hi tory 0£ thi countr . 

The organization of tbi ,,Thole region in the T 011;hwe.; t 

Territory ,va 11ot 1nerely an intere ting in ident in the life 

of one or t,,ro tato , but i to be vie"'ed a one 0£· the mo t 

im1)01tant and far reaching event in the life of the republic, 

a an act the ignificanc of "Thich i not at all een in the 
ordinary account of it gi·ven in the general hi tory of the 

United 'tate . And "'hen ub el1uently the time came for 
the admission of thi Illinois territory into the nion as a 

tate, the fact that it northern boundary ,va placed at 

• 
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42° 30 ' in tead of at the lower end 0£ Lake l\Iicbigan, where 

it wa fir t de igned to be, turned out to be one 0£ the most 

important et"'ent in the hi tory of the countr · for, po -

sibly··, upon that £act de1)ended the ub e(1uent cu·cum tance 

that Illinoi ided with the .1. orth in the great truggle for 

the l Tnion and thu turned the cale in favor of a ingle 

national exi tence a 01)po ed to a number of nation on thi 

continent. Then too, the hi tor) .... of the truggle of this 

~"tate o,,.er the laver}'" que tion, it experience in the matter 

of internal impro\ .. ement , the great trl1ggle over the free 

chool all the e are intere ting and ,,,.ital chapters, not 

merely in the hi to1·y of Illinoi , but, l)ecau e they re1)re ent 
imilar ID0\Tement in other '1 tate , also in the hi tory of the 

Union. It i indeed a bi tory without which the hi tory 
of the nion cannot l)e under tood in any proper en e. 

The ame local intere t and the ame national importance 
attache to the hi'"'tory of , i con in. There the romance 

of Jesuit mi ~ionarie and the exploit of French fur traders 

are no le ~ £a cinating; while the early and stead£a t u1)· 

})Ort " .. hich that tate ga e to the fundamental l)rinciJ)les 

upon which the nation was founded may ju tly be regarded 

a a ignificant contribution to the political evolution of the 
merican people. Indeed each of the five tates 0£ the 

Old :r 01ih we t ha made it pecial contribution to our 
national a well a to our local annal . 

And i£ we look a little £arthe1· and acros the lVIi i i1>pi 
we behold the va t Province 0£ Loui iana, the event of 

who e purchase in 1 03 from apoleon has been ranked 

next in importance and political significance to the Declru:a
tion 0£ Independence and the adoption 0£ the federal con-



ti tl1tion. 1~11e neo·otiation leading u1 to the igning of the 

treat}T of J)lll' ba~e are arnon the mo t intere-._ting i11 the 

a1111al · 0£ ~ 1nericnn di1)lo111a ·y. Bt1t till more entertaining 

i the ..,tor, of the 1)ln11ti11g ancl gro,,-th of the tran -::\ii i -

i1)pi ()m1nor1,,realth""' . 
Th l;:tter bi tory of the e ._--itat of the l\liddle ,, ... e t, the 

ri~e of the rail,, rt)· ,,·ith n.11 the <1l1e tion , -which rew out 0£ 

railr ad r gl1ln,tion ancl co11 trol, the teacl y tendenCJ7 to in

crea~e the f u11ction~ £ the i tat in the clirection 0£ the 

. u1)J)01t of the J>Oor the ~Ul)I ort 0£ higher education the 

generH1 ocial l gi~la.tion r flectecl in the la,,· reo-ulating the 

e1111>lO) 1)1e11t of cl1ildre11 or in tho. e reo·luatiu~ the conduct 
of the mining bt1 ine and imilar de1)nrtmen all repre

. e11t a 1no t i1111)ortant . icle of the life of the 1-\.merican 
})eople-a l.; ide ,vhich i almo t al>"" ol11tel, - neglected in ot1r 
national hi torie~ lJecau e for oth, thi. })articula,r tt1Cl)T 0£ 

uatior1al life doe? 11ot £all u11der tl1e j t1ri diction of the 

fecleral authorit}'· The fundamental a11d im1)ortant 1)lace 

,,Thich the city i coming to occu1)Y in m dern ociety can be 

fully eeu only., fro1n the tudy £ thi ubject a a part of 
the ~ 'tate go\"'crn1nent, althoug·h it ha , of cour , be ·ome a 
mo t i1n1)ortant part of the inflt1enc ,v·hich determines 
national })Olitics a ,rell. 

, e citizen. of the "tate of the north l\Ii . i ip1)i \ T alle 
are fortunate in that in stud;-ring the hi tory of OUI' OYvn 
~ tate ·tve are undoubtedly tt1d).,ing the life of tate which 
are de tined to occupy increa ingly im1)ortant po ition 

in the life of the nation. "\\Te ne d not feel th refore, that 

in studying the hi tory of our oTirn '1tate ,ve are spencling 

ot1r time t1pon the tudy 0£ JJolitical unit "·ho e part ha,Te 
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been played and whose importance i de tined to "''"a11e " 'ith 
every ucceeding decade. On the contrary, 011r children 

children are likely to be still looking for"7 ard to the increa -

ing importance as igned in the life of our great rept1 blic to 
the work and thought, and action 0£ the e Commonwealth . 

It i a picture c1 t1e, a gloriou , and an im1)ortant hi tory. 
Their futu1·e hi tory i de tined to be, i£ not more picture rue 
even more important in our national annals than it ha been 

thu far. urely we can afford to give our children the 
oppo1·tunity to kno,v omething mo1·e of theu' pa t than i to 
be found in the ordinary vol11me on United '1tate · hi tory 
which are studied in OUI' chool . 

A American citizen we have a till more gloriou herit
age. \\7 e all £eel that whatever may be the relative po ition 

a igned to the hi tory of the American re11u blic in the gen
eral hi tory of the vt7orld down to 1000, certainly a larger 

and ever increasing 11lace must be a igned to it in the future 
if we do not pro\Te recreant to the trusts which are devol \red 
upon us. 

George Washington would have been a great man even if 
he bad been condemned to run his career in a tate which 
had come to an end within a generation of his death. He 
would have been a great figure if he had lived in one of the 
ob cure ., outh American tate ; but he never could have 
assumed the commanding place, which is as igned to him 
to-day, if it had not been £or the subsequent growth of this 
great republic which he helped to ~found. Every added 
increment of strength and glory to our nation will give an 
added prominence to those great men who laid broad and 
deep its foundations or to those later men who builded in 
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1r1a11)T ca-,e ,,,i '"'er than they kne"' upon the foundation 0£ 
th fath r , £ th r public. , o the thing~ ""e are doing 

to-da)n ,,,ill a· 1uir an adcl cl i1nportance and an added ig
nificance a tl1 )Tear roll on from the ,·er increa ing power 

and !)O ition of thi. r }JUlJlic an1ong the nation of the eaith. 
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