HISTORICAL ACTIVITIES
The State Historical Society of Jowa

During the months of October, November, and December, 1957, the
Society added 309 new members. One Life Member, Dr. Carl A. Heise,
Jr., of Jewell, was added during that period.

Mrs. Dorothy Houghton of Red Oak has presented her scrapbooks,
covering her work with the State and General Federation of Women’s
Clubs, to the Society. The scrapbooks cover the period from 1917 to the
present.

The following resolution was adopted at the December 18, 1957, meeting
of the Board of Curators of the Society:

RESOLUTION

Ten years have passed since “Bill Petersen” became Superintendent of
the State Historical Society of lowa.

In that time — largely through his constant, enthusiastic work — this
Society has been of more service to its members, has provided them with
an outstanding publication program, has popularized the history of our
state and particularly its rivers, and has made lowans much more “lowa-
conscious” than in all the other years of our state’s existence combined.

In that time our membership has grown by leaps and bounds and we now
have the largest membership of any State Historical Society in the United
States but one — and the largest by far of any State Historical Society, the
membership fees of which are more than merely nominal.

Ten years ago we were housed in Schaeffer Hall of the State University
— in entirely inadequate quarters, without any indicated chance for im-
provement. Within the year we will be in our own quarters on lowa
Avenue in a building paid for by the generosity of the State Legislature
and by the gifts of our many friends and members throughout the state and
nation. In this effort, Bill Petersen was outstandingly helpful.

Brilliant additions have been made to our Library, which is one of the
finest Libraries of historical books and data in these United States.
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In those ten years, in every way, our Society has made sound and solid
progress.

Many people helped — that is true — but the inspiration and leadership
came from one man — William J. (Steamboat Bill) Petersen — aided very
materially by his good wife, Bessie Petersen — and it is only just and right
that acknowledgement be made on this, the Tenth Anniversary of his ap-
pointment as the Superintendent of this Society.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Curators of the State
Historical Society of Iowa that the grateful appreciation of this Society and
its members is hereby extended to Bill Petersen and his wife for all they
have done for this Society,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that one copy hereof be spread upon the Min-
utes of this Society, and that the original be delivered to Mr., and Mrs,
Petersen by the President, Sam T. Morrison, with the gratitude and affec-
tion of all friends of lowa History.

I, Sam T. Morrison, President of the State Historical Society of Iowa, do
hereby certify that the above and foregoing Resolution was unanimously
passed by the Board of Curators of the State Historical Society of Iowa

on December 18, 1957,
(Signed) Sam T. Morrison, President.

SUPERINTENDENT’'S CALENDAR

October 20-23 Member of lowa delegation on battleship Jowa, on her
trip to Philadelphia Navy Yard, to be put in “moth-
balls.”

November 22 Addressed luncheon of Scott County members and
sponsors of Centennial Building Fund drive.

December 14 Trip to Fort Madison to secure historical data and

artistic material on Old Fort Madison.

December 28-30  Attended meeting of American Historical Association,
New York City.

January 6 Attended dedication dinner at Museum of Science and
Industry in Chicago, sponsored by the Maytag Com-

pany, for display of home laundering (“The Tale
of the Tub”).

January 14 Addressed Davenport Business and Professional
Women at annual dinner for their employers.




HISTORICAL ACTIVITIES 91

Jowa Historical Activities

Former Congressman Otha Wearin has written a pamphlet on the his-
toric Mills County courthouse. Mr. Wearin writes of the need to retain
the Mills County building for its historic value.

At the quarterly meeting of the officers and directors of the Wayne
County Historical Society on January 7, 1958, the society announced that
it had a membership of 532, the largest of any county society in the state.
Roy Grimes is curator of the Society.

Charter membership in the Butler County Historical Society was closed
on November 1, 1957, The officers of the Society are Mrs, Louise Riggert
of Allison, president; Ray Tindall of Bristow, vice-president; Mrs. Gomer
Evans of Clarksville, secretary; and C. L. Yost of Bristow, treasurer.

The Cedar County Historical Society, at its January meeting at Tipton,
adopted articles of incorporation and elected permanent officers. Some
seventy members were in attendance, of the 204 charter members. The
officers elected are A. L. Mensing of Lowden, president; Curtis Frymoyer
of Wilton Junction, vice-president; Mrs. Earl Elijah of Clarence, secretary;
and Ina Barewald of Tipton, treasurer. The Society has asked the Cedar
County board of supervisors to set aside a room in the new Cedar County
courthouse for their use.

The Chickasaw County Historical Society, with 184 annual and 88 life
members, elected officers at its December meeting. Mrs. Leota Edson,
president; Mrs. Glen Young, treasurer; and Miss Mildred Bigelow, vice-
president, were re-elected; Miss Jean Gerber was elected secretary to suc-

ceed Rev, Glenn L. Utterback.

Tentative plans for the centennial celebration at Emmetsburg on July 3-5,
1958, were set at a meeting sponsored by the Emmetsburg chamber of
commerce in October, 1957. Joe Morrow is president of the chamber of
commerce.

A tour of northwest Iowa’s historic sites is being planned for some time
in the summer by W. D. Frankforter, director of the Sanford Museum at
Cherokee. Superintendent William J. Petersen of the State Historical So-
ciety suggested the tour to Mr. Sanford. Sites suggested for the tour are

the Floyd Monument at Sioux City, the Spirit Lake massacre monument;
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the Sanford Museum; and several mills and historic cabins in the area. Mr.
Frankforter would be interested in suggestions as to other appropriate sites
for the itinerary.

The Lewis and Clark Historical Association in Sioux City is selling
bronze ashtrays depicting a map of the state of Iowa, in order to raise
money for the work of the Society. The ashtrays sell for $2.00, which in-
cludes membership in the Association. Residents outside of Sioux City can
obtain the ashtrays by sending $2.00 addressed to the Postmaster, Sioux

City, lowa.




