
HISTORICAL ACTIVITIES 

State 'J-{istorical Society of 1owa 
Carl H. Mather of Tipton, curator of the Society for the past eight 

years, died April 14, 1956. Mr. Mather was a warm supporter of the 

Society's program to promote the cause of state and local history in every 
possible way. A native of Iowa, Mr. Mather was a graduate of the State 

University of Iowa and a highly respected lawyer in his home town of 
Tipton, where he was a leader in church and community affairs. His pass
ing is a loss to the Society and to Iowa. 

During April, May, and June, 1956, the Society 1 as elected 125 new 

members. The following have been enrolled as Life Members: Miss Min
nie S. Behrens, Commerce, Texas; Mark F. Kline, Belmond; Frank R. 
Nichols, Davenport; Frank R. Wilson, Washington, D. C.; T. L. Brown, 

Des Moines; Dr. A. W. Bryan, Iowa City; Homer L. Calkin, Arlington, 
Virginia; Mrs. Paul Dixon, Sac City; Joseph G. Duncan, Lexington, Ken
tucky; Charles Gilchrist, Davenport; George J. McCabe, Davenport; A. F. 
Pape, Templeton; Miss Gail M. Redfleld, West Lafayette, Indiana; Harri

son H . Remore, Marinette, Wisconsin; J. Anthony Rhomberg, Dubuque; 
and Fred Schwengel, Davenport. 

Dr. George S. May, research associate of the Society for the past two 
years, has resigned to accept a position as historical sites specialist with 
the Michigan Historical Commission at Lansing, Michigan. 

Some 300 members of the Society and their families took part in the 

1956 Mississippi River cruises aboard the .Addie '.il-1ae on June 22, 23, 24, 
and July 7 and 8. The cruises started at the Addie Jlifae's dock on the 
Illinois side of the river and visited Nauvoo and Keokuk. A Missouri 
River trip has been scheduled for September 14 aboard the Patrick yass. 

April 17 

SUPERINTENDENT'S CALENDAR 

Attended Beef Producers meeting, and the presentation of 
portrait of Senator Arch W . Mcfarlane in Des Moines. 
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April 18 

April 21 

April 24 

April 27 

May 10 

May 11 

May 18 
May 23 

May 24 

May 25 

June 4-5 

June 9 

June 21 

June 22-24 

June 30 
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Lectured to seven Iowa County clubs, all members of the 
Iowa Federation of Women's Clubs, at Victor. 

Attended the Rock Island Centennial Bridge celebration at 
Davenport-Rock Island. 

Attended the Chicago Historical Society Centennial pro
gram in Chicago. 

Conference with Chickasaw County Historical Society 
officers at Iowa City. 

Commencement address, Thornburg High School and 
Grade School. 

Comn1encement address, Stanley High School. 

Attended state meeting of Industrial Editors in Iowa City. 
Commencement address, Lake City High School. 

Comn1encen1ent address, Durant High School. 
Attended Des Moines Rotary. 

Commencement address, Washington County schools at 
Washington. 

Attended 01erokee Centennial and spoke to Executive 

Committee of the Cherokee Olamber of Commerce. 
Attended Lohrville Pony Show at Lohrville. 

Addressed Drake University Iowa History Conference at 
Des Moines. 

Ran first four steamboat excursions for members of the 

Society on the Addie .'.i\1ae between Keokuk and Nauvoo. 
Attended dedication of the new bridge at Clinton. 

1owa 'J-listorical Activities 
The following officers of the Mahaska County Historical Society were 

re-elected at the May 9 meeting of the Society: John Eveland, president; 
J. C. Mattix, vice-president; Zola Kramme, secretary; and E. L. Butler, 

treasurer. Directors named at the n1eeting were Carl Woodford and Mar

garet Lichtenheld for three years, and Wendell Merrill for one year. Still
n1an Clark is curator of the Society, and Mrs. Stillman Clark is historian . 

At the ~1arshall County Historical Society meeting on July 12, Mrs. 
W. E. Berthrong was elected president to succeed R. A. Rockhill, president 

of the Society since 1952. Other officers are Mrs. H. C. 1-furd, vice-presi-
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dent; Floyd Hancock, treasurer; Mrs. Florence Belknap, curator; and Miss 
Laura McRill, secretary. Directors elected were George Lewis, Mrs. A. A. 

Piper, George A. Smith, E. C. Wetherbee, Arley Wilson, William Pegg, and 
Ruth Arney. 

Officers elected at the Four County Historical Society meeting on May 4 

were Waldo McLennan, president; D. E. Vermace, vice-president; and 
B. H. Guinn, secretary-treasurer. 

All the officers of the Wayne County Historical Society were re-elected 
at the July 3 meeting except Grant Kelley of the board of directors, \vho 
asked to be relieved. The officers of the Society are: Miss Amy Robertson, 

president; Mrs. Lawrence Fry, vice-president; Harry Hibbs, treasurer; 
Miss Altha Green, secretary; and Roy Grimes, curator. Board members 

are Mrs. T. C. Poston, Mrs. Earl Booth, Miss Ortha Green, and Glen 
Greenlee. Miss Robertson reported that in the past year the Society mem
bership had increased from 31 to 400. 

The Lewis and Oark Historical Association is sponsoring a drive to 
raise funds to restore and improve the Floyd Monument at Sioux City. 
The goal is 30,000 memberships at $1.00 each. The drive is headed by 

C. B. Chesterman of Sioux City. The Association, aided by Representative 
Charles Hoeven and Senator Thomas E. Martin, is ~lso sponsoring a move
ment to have the Floyd burial spot declared a national monument. Ser

geant Charles Floyd, the only man to die on the Lewis and Clark expedi
tion of 1804-1805, was also the first United States £oldier to lose his life 
on active duty west of the Mississippi River. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert K. Redhead of Des Moines have purchased one 
of Iowa's famous landmarks, the Mason House at Bentonsport, and plan 
to restore the old hotel and open it in the spring of 1957 as a museum. 

A marker has been erected by the Thomas Mitchell Historical Society 
on the site of the cabin of Thomas Mitchell, Polk County's nrst white 
settler. The site is on Highway 6, three miles southwest of Mitchellville. 
The erection of this marker was part of the Mitchellville centennial cele
bration. 

Numerous centennials are being celebrated in Iowa : Cedar Rapids, June 
14-17; Dayton, September 1; bridge across the Mississippi at Davenport, 
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April 20; Arlington, July 18-19; West Bend, May 31, June 1; Pulaski, in 
August; Lake City, in July; Cambridge, July 26-28. The Cherokee Cen
tennial committee published a book on April 2, comn1emorating Cherokee's 
one hundred years. 

On July 6, 1956, approximately 1,000 persons gathered at the Boone 
Sacred Heart Cemetery to commemorate the seventy-fifth anniversary of 
the heroic exploit of Kate Shelley in saving a North Western passenger 
train from going through a broken bridge. The Order of Railway Conduc
tors and Brakemen provided a plaque which was placed at the grave of 
Kate Shelley. Governor Leo A. Hoegh, Representative James I. Dolliver, 
and many railroad officials attended the ceremonies. 

A Society for the Preservation of Historical Landmarks has recently 
been organized in Iowa, with the Rt. Rev. M. M. Hoffman of Dyersville as 
president; Mrs. Otha Wearin of Hastings as vice-president; and William 
Wagner of Dallas Center as secretary-treasurer. The organizational meet
ing was held in the Governor's Mansion at Des Moines in June, with Mrs. 
Leo A. Hoegh presiding. An advisory committee was appointed, including 
Mrs. Hoegh; William J. Petersen, superintendent of the State Historical 
Society; Oaude Cook, curator of the State Department of History and 
Archives; G. M. Ludwig of Tipton; W. D. Houlette of Drake University; 
Simpson Smith of Des Moines; and Mrs. Loren G. Thomas of Des Moines. 

The Tama County Historical Society elected the following officers at its 
annual meeting on April 7: Roy L. Shaffer of Tama, president; W. H. 
Hufford, vice-president; H. P. Giger, secretary-treasurer. Trustees elected 
were Mrs. W. G. MacMartin, Mrs. Eda S. Giger, and Mrs. Iowa Maple
thorpe. 

Mrs. Arthur Chapman of Fontanelle was elected president of the Adair 
County Historical Society at its June meeting. Mrs. Nellie Piper of Green
field is vice-president, and Arthur Chapman is secretary-treas1.1rer. 

' 
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