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THEY SAW THE EARLY MIDWEST: 
A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF TRAVEL NARRATIVES, 

1727-1850 

By Robert R. rlubach 
The following bibliography is the second in a series of three that list 

travel narratives, journals, and diaries, covering the period before 1850, 

published in Midwestern historical magazines. The first, ''They Saw the 

Early Midwest: A Bibliography of Travel Narratives, 1722-1850," ap

peared in the Autumn, 1953, 'Journal of the 111,nois State 'Historical Society, 

pp. 283-9. The present article is devoted to the trans-Mississippi Midwest: 

the states of Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota, Kansas, Nebraska, and South and 

North Dakota. 
Although many of the books of early Middle Western travel are com-

paratively well known, the accounts given below were not printed until long 

after the events described in them had taken place and, consequently, were 

unfamiliar to readers of the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. 

Since most of these narratives were not written by professional authors 

or intended for publication, they obviously lack the literary merits of books 

by people like Dickens, Irving, Marryat, and Mrs. Trollope. Nevertheless, 

here and there is a well-written account, an episode told so interestingly 

that even a skilled author could scarcely have done better. The opening of 

the Midwestern frontier is a colossal chapter in the epic of America, and 

these diaries and journals reflect the atmosphere and spirit of this region at 

that period of its development. Granted that many of these writers would 

have been more success£ ul had they exerted more pains and used some lit
erary skill, their narratives remain indispensable for a true and complete 

picture of the time and section of the country they depict. 
The bibliography given below has been compiled from eighteen historical 

magazines of the trans-Mississippi Midwest : 

7Ytissouri 'Historical Society Collections 
ylimpses of the Past (St. Louis) 
1be Jrtissouri 1-!istorica1 Review 
:The 1owa 1!istorica1 Record 
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• Annals of 1owa (21]• 
I 

' 1be Fali1npsest (Iowa City) dude • 

1owa Journal of 'Ristory and Politics (from 1949, 1owa Journal tnt t 
• of 'Ristory) 

It 
' ' Collections of the J\.tinnesota 'Ristorical Society • 

• 
A .7Ytinnesota 'Ristory (sometimes called YW1nnesota 'Ristory Bulletin) 

' t 

1 ransactions of the Xansas State 'Ristorical Society COlIIlt 
• , 1he Xansas 'Ristorical Quarterly 

7'Jebraska State 'R1storical Society 1ransactions and Reports 
Proceedings arid Collections of 7'Jebraska State 'Ristorical Society. r2; 

1he 7'Jebraska 3-listory Jrtagazine 
• South Dakota 1iistorical Collections 

1he South Dakota 1-l1stor1cal Review 
Collections of the State :Historical Society of Worth Dakota 

1728 7'Jorth Dakota 'Ristory • • 
• 1be 7'Jorth Dakota :Historical Quarterly 

II 
• The issues included are those from the initial publication date to the present . • 

• The compositions date from 1727, only five years later than do those of 
• II 

the Eastern Midwest; but a larger proportion of them are about the period • 
• 

from 1830 to 1850. As with the Eastern Midwest, the French, because they 
• 1738 •• were the first to explore, were the first to describe the new lands. Numer-

I 

' t 

ous other nationalities - British, German, Dutch, and native American -
were represented. River trips up the Missouri, Mississippi, Kaw, and 

Platte; exploring and hunting expeditions; and adventures and encounters 

with the Indians were the most common types of narratives. Although the 

travelers often endured almost unimaginable hardships, they were seldom 
' I 142 • adversely critical of the region's manners and mores as were the foreign 

• ti 

novelists who bemoaned the lack of an American cultural heritage . • 

A study of the best of the accounts listed below would be valuable to a 
t 

historian or to a writer of historical fiction . Since the authors of these • 

• narratives actually lived the incidents they described, they give a first-hand 1794 
• ' • insight into the early Midwest such as no textbook can . The items have • • 

.. ,, been arranged chronologically, and asterisks have been placed before those 
• 

which are either well written or above the average in reader-appeal. Those • 

covering more than one year have been grouped under the first date. Ab-
• breviations in parentheses after the page numbers indicate the nationality I 796 

of the author, the section of America of which he is a native, or an account 
• 

of a particular type : Fr. = French; Br. = British; Ger . == German; 
• 

1807 • Dot. = Dutch; EA = Eastern American; MWA = Midwestern Ameri· • 

• 
• 

• 
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can; and IC = Narrative of Indian Captivity. Letters have not been in

cluded unless they are distinctly narrative in form. If a work is a reprint, 

that fact and the publication from which it has been taken are given after 

it. 
A forthcoming and concluding article in this series will list travel ac-

counts in minor historical journals of the Eastern Midwest. 

1727 LaPerriere, Rene Boucher, Sieur de. ' 'With LaPerriere to Minne-

sota in 1727 ." Jrtinnesota 'Ristory, VI (Dec., 1925), 364-9. 

(Fr.) Reprinted from Wisconsin 'Ristorical Collections, XVII 
(1906), 22-8. 

1728 *LaPerriere, Rene Boucher, Sieur de. (Also called Pierre Boucher, 

Sieur de Boucherville.) ''Captivity of a Party of Frenchmen 

Among Indians in the Iowa Country, 1728-1729.'' Jacob Van 

der Zee, ed. 1owa Journal of 'Ristory and Politics, XIV (Jan., 

1916), 96-118. (Fr., IC) Reprinted from Wisc. 'Rist. Colls., 

XVII (1906), 36-56. 
1738 La Verendrye, Sieur de. ''Journal of La Verendrye, 1738-1739." 

South Dakota 'Ristorical Collections, VII (1914), 323-48. 

(Fr.) 
La Verendrye, Sieur de. 1bid. Translated by Henry E. Haxo. 

7'Jortb Dakota 'Ristorical Quarterly, VIII (July, 1941), 229-71. 

(Fr.) From Explorations du 7'Jord-ouest, Ottawa, 1890. 

1742 La Verendrye, Sieur de. ''Journal of the Trip Made by Chevalier 

de la Verendrye with one of his Brothers, to Reach the West 

Sea ... (1742-1743].'' Trans. by C. S. Stevenson. So. Dak. 
'Rist. Colls., VII (1914), 349-58. (Fr.) 

1794 Trudeau, Jean Baptiste. ''Journal of Jean Baptiste Trudeau on the 

Upper Missouri, 'Premiere Partie,' June 7, 1794-March 26, 

1795.'' So. Dak. 'Rist. Calls., VII (1914), 403-74. (Fr.) 

Also in French in American 'R.istorical Review, XIX (Jan., 

1914), 299-333. 
1796 Hunt, Anne L. ''Early Recollections.'' y limpses of tbe Past, I 

(May, 1934), 41-51. (EA) . Reprinted from a book, Early 
:Recollections. No publisher or date given. 

1807 Henry, Alexander. ''The Winter of 1807-1808 at Pembina, North 
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1810 

1811 

1812 
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Dakota.'' Howard E. Simpson, ed. 'Nor. Dak. 1-list. Quar., V 

(July, 1931), 239-47. 
Berryman, Rev. Jerome C. ''A Circuit Rider's Frontier Experi

ences [1810-1866]." Collections of tbe :Kansas State 1-!istorical . 
Society, XVI (1923-1925), 177-226. (EA). 

Hamilton, Rev. William. ''Autobiography of Rev. William Hamil
ton (1811-1884].'' 'Nebraska State 1-!istorical Society 1 rans
actions and Reports, I (1885), 60-73. (EA). 

Callaway, Capt. James. ''James Callaway in the War of 1812. 
Diary." Edgar B. Wesley, ed. 7Ylissouri 1-listo-rical Society Col

lections, V (Oct., 1927), 74-7. (MWA) 
Lucas, Robert. ''The Robert Lucas Journal.'' John C. Parish, ed. 

'Jowa ']our. of 1-list. and Pol., IV (July, 1906), 343-437. 

(MWA) 
1815 *DeMun, Jules. ''The Journals of Jules de Mun [1815-1816].'' 

Thomas M. Marshall, ed. 7Ylo. 1-!ist. Soc. Colls., V (Feb., 

1928), 167-208; (June, 1928), 311-26. (EA) 
1817 *Long, Major Stephen H. ''Voyage in a Six-Oared Skiff to the Falls 

of St. Anthony in 1817." Collections of the .7t1innesota 1-!is
tori cal Society, II (1879), 5-88. Reprinted from book of same 

title, Philadelphia, Henry B. Ashmead, 1860. 
1818 * Ashby, Daniel. "Anecdotes of Major Daniel Ashby (1818-1869].'' 

ylimpses of the Past, VIII (Oct.-Dec., 1941), 105-147. (EA) 
1819 Forsyth, Maj. Thomas. ''Fort Snelling. Col. Leavenworth's Expe

dition to Establish It, in 1819." Colls. of the 7Ylinn. 'Rist. Soc., 
III (1880), 139-67. Reprinted from Wisc. 1-list. Co11s., VI 

(1872), 188-215. 

1820 

Peale, Titian R. "The J oumal of Titian Ramsey Peale, Pioneer 
Naturalist.'' A. 0. Weese, ed. 7Ylissouri 'Ristorical Review, 
XLI (Jan., 1947), 147-63 ; (Apr., 1947), 266-84. (EA) 

Prescott, Philander. "Autobiography and Reminiscences of Phil-
ander Prescott [1819- ]." Colls. of the 7Ylinn. 'Rist. Soc., 
VI (1894), 475 ·91. (EA) 

Kearny, S. W. "An Expedition across Iowa in 1820." Annals of 
1owa, 3rd Series, X (Jan.-Apr., 1912), 343-71. Reprinted from 
.7t1issouri 1-listorical Society Collections, III (Jan., 1908), 8·29; 

(April, 1908), 99-131 . 
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*Schoolcraft, Henry Rowe. ''Dubuque in 1820, August 7th." 1owa 
'Ristorical Record, XVI (July, 1900), 100-106. (MW A) Re

printed in part from 'Narrative Journal of Travel Through The 
Northwestern Regions of the United States . .. , Albany, N. Y., 

E. and E. Horsford, 1821. 

Trowbridge, Charles C. ''With Cass in the Northwest in 1820." 

Ralph H. Brown, ed. J}tinnesota 'R1story, XXIII (June, 1942), 

126-48; (Sept., 1942), 233-52; (Dec., 1942), 328-48. (EA) 

*West, John. "Extracts from the Substance of a Journal During a 

Residence at the Red River Colony, British North America, and 

Frequent Excursions Among the North-West American Indians 

in the Years 1820, 1821, 1822, 1823." Collectiotis of the State 
'Ristorical Society of 'North Dakota, III (1910), 439-90. (Br.) 

Reprinted from book of same title, London, L. B. Seeley & Son, 

1824. 
Taliaferro, Maj. Lawrence. ''Autobiography (1820-1840]." Co1ls. 

of the ?rtinn. 'Rist. Soc., VI (1894) , 189-255. (EA) 

1821 *Becknell, Capt. Thomas. ''The Journals of Capt. Thomas Beck11ell 

from Boone's Lick to Santa Fe, and from Santa Cruze to Green 

River (1821-1823].'' .?Wo. 'Rist. Rev., IV (Jan., 1910), 65-84. 

(MWA) 

1822 Wilhelm, Paul, Duke of Wuerttemberg. ''First Journey to North 

America in the Years 1822 to 1824." Trans. by William G. 

Bek. So. Dak. 'Rist. Co11s., XIX (1938), 7-47 4. (Ger.) Re

printed from book in German by the same title, Stuttgart and 

Tubingen, J. G. Cotta, 1835. 
1823 Kennerly, James. ''Diary of James Kennerly, 1823-1826." Edgar 

B. Wesley, ed. ?r!o. 'Rist. Soc. Colls., VI (Oct., 1928), 41-97. 

(EA) 
18 24 Duden, Gottfried. ''Gottfried Duden Views Missouri, 1824-1827.'' 

Part I. Excerpts by Alice H. Finckh. .7vto. 'Rist. Rev., XLIII 
(July, 1949), 334-43. Part II. 1bid. , XLIV (Oct., 1949), 21-

30. (Ger.) 
Duden, Gottfried. ' 'Gottfried Duden's 'Report.' 1824-1827.'' 

Trans. by William G. Bek. ?r!o. 'Rist. Rev., XII (Oct., 1917), 

1-21; (Jan., 1918), 81-9; (Apr., 1918), 163-79; (July, 1918), 

258-70; XIII (Oct., 1918), 44-56; (Jan., 1919), 157-81; (Apr., 
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1919), 251-81. From a book in German, Bericbt ueber eine 

Reise nacb den westlicben Staaten 'Nordamerikas ... , Elber-

feld, Germany, Lucas, 1829 . 

1825 Anonymous. ''Journal of the Atkinson-O'Fallon Expedition.'' Rus- . 

-

sell Reid and C. G. Gannon, eds. 1-Jor. Dak. 1!ist. Quar., IV t832 

1826 

1828 

(Oct., 1929), 5-56 . 

Chouteau, Frederick. ''Reminiscences of Frederick Chouteau 

[1825- ]." 1ransactions of tbe 'J<ansas State 1!istorical So-

ciety, VIII (1904), 423-34. (MWA) 

Essex, James Cartwright. ''Excerpts from an Autobiography 

[1825-1836).'' glimpses of the Past, I (June, 1934), 52-9. 

(MWA) 
Oark, William. ''William Clark's Diary, May, 1826-February, 

1831 .'' Louise Barry, ed. 'J<ansas 1!istorical Quarterly, XV1 
(Feb., 1948), 1-39; (May, 1948), 136-7 4; (Aug., 1948), 27 4-

305; (Nov., 1948), 384-410. (EA) 
McCoy, Isaac. ''Journal of Isaac McCoy for the Exploring Expe

dition of 1828." Lela Barnes, ed. 'J<ans. 1!ist. Quar., V (Aug., 

1936), 227-77. (MWA) 
McCoy, Isaac. ''Isaac McCoy's Second Exploring Trip in 1828.'' 

John F. McDermott, ed. 'J<ans. 1!ist. Quar., XIII (Aug., 1945), 

400-462. 

Wetmore, Maj. Alfonso. ''Major Alfonso Wetmore's Diary of a 

Journey to Santa Fe, 1828." 7Yto. 1!ist. Rev., VIII (July, 1914), 

177-97. (EA) 
1829 *Van Arsdale, Mrs. P. V. ''A Pioneer Story [1829?].'' .Annals of 

1owa, 3rd Series, XIII (Apr., 1922), 279-303. (EA) 
*Waldo, William. ''Recollections of a Septuagenarian [1829- ]." 

"glimpses of tbe Past, V (Apr.-June, 1938), 62-94. 

1830 Anonymous. ''Fort Tecumseh and Fort Pierre Journal and Letter 

Books.'' Charles E. Deland, ed. So. Dak. 1!ist. Coils., IX 

(1918), 69-167 . 
Campbell, William M. ''Diary of William M. Campbell." 

glimpses of the Past, III (July-Sept., 1936), 138-50. (MW A) 

1831 Nossaman, Mrs. Sarah W. ''Pioneering at Bonaparte and Near 

Pella (1831- ].'' .Annals of 1owa, 3rd Series, XIII (Oct., 

1922), 441-53. (EA) 
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Pond, Samuel W. ''The Narrative of Samuel W. Pond (1831 ~ 
186-].'' Theodore C. Blegen, ed. 7vtinn. r{ist., XXI (Mar., 

1940), 15-32; (June, 1940), 158-75; (Sept., 1940), 272-83. 

(EA) 
1832 Anonymous. ''A Diary of the Black Hawk War." 1owa Jour. of 

1833 

1834 

·--

'J-iist. and Pol., VIII (Apr., 1910) , 265-9. 

Bliss, Col. John H. ''Reminiscences of Fort Snelling.'' Colls. of tbe 

7vtinn. 'J-iist. Soc., VI (1894), 335-53. (EA) 

Campbell, Robert. ''A Journey to Kentucky for Sheep (1832-

1833).'' 'No. Dak. 'J-iist. Quar., I (Oct., 1926), 35-45. (MWA) 

Merrill, Moses. ''Extracts from the Diary of Rev. Moses Merrill, a 

Missionary to the Otoe Indians from 1832 to 1840." 'Nebr. 

State 'J-iist. Soc. Trans. and Reports, IV (1892), 160-91. 

(MWA) 
*Latrobe, Charles J. ''A River Trip in 1833." 1be Pa1impsest, II 

(Aug., 1921), 244-63. (Br.) Reprinted in part from 1be Ram

bler in 'Nortb .America, 1832-1833, 2 vols., London, R. B. 

Seeley & Burnside, 18 35. 
Merrill, Rev. S. P. ' 'Early Life in Nebraska [1 833-1835].'' 'Nebr. 

State 'J-iist. Soc. 1rans. and Reports, V (1893), 205-240. (EA) 

*Bussey, Cyrus. ''Cyrus Bussey's Boyhood (1833-beyond 1850]." 

1owa ]our. of 'J-iist. and Po1., XXX (Oct., 1932), 513-31. 

(MWA) 
Muench, Frederick. 'The Followers of Duden: Frederick Muench 

(183 3-1872] ." Trans. by William G. Bek. YWo. '.Hist. Rev., 
XVIII (Apr., 1924), 415-37; (July, 1924), 562-84. (Ger.) 

*Dunbar, Rev. John. 'The Presbyterian Mission Among the Pawnee 

Indians in Nebraska, 1834 to 1836.'' Colls. of tbe Xans. State 

'J-iist. Soc., XI (1910), 323-32. (EA) 
*McMaster, S. W. ''Two Years in St. Louis-1834-1836.'' 

ylimpses of tbe Past, IV (Jan.-Mar., 1937), 38-42. Reprinted 

in part from Sixty Years on tbe Upper Jdississippi. .?\tty £if e 

and Experiences, Rock Island, Ill., 1893. 
Steines, Herman. ''The Followers of Duden: Selections from H er

man Steines' Diary.'' Trans. by William G. Bek. 7Yfo. 'Rist. 

Rev., XIV (Apr.-July, 1920), 436-58. (Ger.) 
Wheelock, T. W. ''Col. H enry Dodge and His Regiment of Dra-
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goons on the Plains in 1834. Journal of the Campaign.'' An
nals of 1owa, 3rd Series, XVII (Jan., 1930), 173-97. 

Allis, Rev. Samuel. "Forty Years Among the Indians and on the 

Eastern Borders of Nebraska (1834- ]." 'Nebr. State 'Rist. 
Soc. 'Jrans. and Reports, II (1887), 13 3-66. (EA) 

Goebel, Gert. ''The Followers of Duden: Gert Goebel (1834-

1876 ?].'' Trans. by William G. Bek. .'.Mo. 'Rast. R.ev., XVI 

(Jan., 1922), 289-307; (Apr., 1922), 343-83; (July, 1922), 

522-50; XVII (Oct., 1922), 28-56; (Apr., 1923), 311-39. 

(Ger.) Reprinted from £aenger als ein .'.Mencberileben in .'.Mis
souri, St. Louis, C. Witter, 1877. 

Anonymous. "A Journal of Marches by the First United States 

Dragoons, 1834-1835 .'' Louis Pelzer, ed. 1owa Jour. of 'Rist . 
and Pol., VII (July, 1909), 331-78. 

1835 Murray, Charles Augustus. ''A Visit to Dubuque in 1835." An-
mils of 1owa, 3rd Series, XXII (July, 1940) , 410-11. Reprinted 

in part from 'Jravels in 7'Jortb A1nerica During tbe Years 1834, 

1835, and 1836 ... , 2 vols. , New York, Harper & Bros., 1839 . 

Hesse, Nicholas. ''Nicholas Hesse, German Visitor to Missouri, 

1835-1837." Trans. by William G. Bek. .'.Mo. 'Rist. R.ev., XLI 

(Oct., 1946), 19-44; (Jan., 1947) , 164-83; (Apr., 1947), 

285-304; (July, 1947), 373-90; XLII (Oct., 1947), 34-49; 

(Jan., 1948), 140-52; (Apr., 1948), 241-8. (Ger.) 

Garlichs, Hermann. "The Followers of Duden: Hermann Gar

lichs - Theologian [1835-1849].'' Trans. by William G. Bek . 

.7Yfo. rl1st. Rev., XVIII (Oct., 1923), 36-54. (Ger.) 

183 6 Lea, Lieut. Albert M. ''Notes on the Wisconsin Territory.'' An-
nals of 1owa, 3rd Series, XI (July-Oct., 1913), 115-67. Re

printed from book of same title, Philadelphia, Henry S. Tan

ner, 1836. (A reprint of this book, under the title 'Jbe Book 
that Qave 1owa 1ts 'Name was published by the State Historical 

Society of Iowa in 1935.) 

McLeod, Martin. ''The Diary of Martin McLeod, 1836-1851." 

Grace Lee Nute, ed. JW'inn. :Hist. Bull., IV (Aug.-Nov., 1922), 

351-439. (EA) 

Rieger, Joseph. ''The Followers of Duden: Joseph Rieger- Col-

f8l 
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porteur [1836-1869].'' Trans. by William G. Bek. J\10. 'Rist. 

Rev., XVIII (Jan., 1924), 212-49. (Ger.) 

1837 Duffield, George C. ''Coming into Iowa in 1837." Annals of 1owa, 

3rd Series, VI (Apr., 1903), 1-8. (EA) 

*Stuart, Granville. ''Boyhood on the Frontier [1837-1852].'' 1be 

Palimpsest, VII (July, 1926), 213-29. (EA) Reprinted from 

Porty Years on tbe 1rontier . . ., Oeveland, Arthur H. Oark 

Co., 1925. 

18 3 8 *Duffield, George C. '' An Iowa Settler's Homestead.'' Annals of 

1owa, 3rd Series, VI (Oct., 1903), 206-215. (EA) 

Young, John A. ''Traveling to the Middle West in 1838.'' Annals 

of 1owa, 3rd Series, XIX (Oct., 1933), 139-45. (MWA) 

Zimmerman, Eduard. ''Travel into Missouri in October, 1838.'' 

Trans. by William G. Bek. .?no. 'Rist. Rev., IX (Oct., 1914), 

33-43. (Ger.) 

*Fremont, John C. ''Fremont's Story, 1838-1839.'' So. Dak. 'Rist. 

Co1ls., X (1920), 71-97. (EA) Reprinted in part from JWem

oirs of .?ny Life, Chicago, Belford, Oarke & Co., 1887. 

Miller, Henry B. ''The Journal of H enry B. Miller (1838-1839].'' 

Thomas M. Marshall, ed. 5Wo. 'Rist. Soc. Calls., VI (1931), 

213-87. (EA) 

*Springer, Francis. ''Recollections of Judge Francis Springer [1838-

]." Annals of 1owa, 3rd Series, II (Jan., 1897), 569-85. 

(EA) 

1839 Nicollet, Joseph N. ''Nicollet's Account, 1839." So. Dak. 'Rist. 

Calls., X (1920), 98-128. (Fr.) Reprinted from 'Rouse Doc. 

25, 28 Cong., 2 Sess. (1844-1845). 

Plumbe, John, Jr. ''Iowa.'' .Annals of 1owa, 3rd Series, XIV (Jan., 

1925), 481-537; (Apr., 1925), 595-617. (MWA) Reprinted 

from Sketches of 1owa and Wisconsin 1aken During a Resi

dence of 1bree Years in 1bose 1 errito-ries, St. Louis, Chambers, 

Harris and Knapp, 1839. (This book was reprinted under the 

title Sketches of 1owa and Wisconsin by the State Historical 

Society of Iowa in 1948.) 
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