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It would accomplish nothing to conceal the fact that Samuel 

Mahon was my grandfather. Indeed, except for hat connection I 
should not have possession of his few surviving wartime letters. 
In all ways I have attempted to neutralize the blood tie. To begin 
with, the letters are reproduced just as he wrote them; nothing 
has been cut out except items that had no historical interest what
ever. 

Of the scores of letters my grandfather must have written dur
ing the four years of war, none have surviv~d in the family except 
the thirty-nine addressed to his sister Elizabeth ("Dear Lizzie") . 
These three dozen letters - supplemented by a short autobiogra
phy written many years later - comprise the weight of this docu
ment. Letters and autobiography are in my hands. 

Samuel Mahon was born in County Westmeath, Ireland, on 
August 31, 1840. His father, bankrupted by the potato famine of 
1846, migrated to the United States in 1849 with his wife and 
seven children. Samuel was the youngest of the household but 
one. Moving in the current of the time, the family drifted slowly 
westward until, in the fall of 1854, it stopped in the town that was 
to become home, Ottumwa, Iowa. 

Here, as soon as Samuel was sixteen, he went to work in a gen
eral store. ext, he taught school for one term. After that he re
turned to merchandising, this time in the employ of the Inskeep 
Brothers of Ottumwa. When Samuel left town, he left to go to 
war. This departure is well told in his autobiography: 

I remained with them [Inskeep Brothers] until the breaking out of the 
Civil War, when I enlisted in a company organized by Charles W. Kit
tr dge 1 and which became Co. F of the 7th Regiment of Iowa Volunteer 
Infantry. I had been greatly annoyed for a couple of years . . . by deaf-

1 For a sketch of Charles . Kittredge, see A. A. Stuart, 1owa Colonels and 'Regi
ments . .. (Des Moines, 1865), 513-20. After the war Kittredge married Samuel 
Mahon's sister. Charlotte. 
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ness " hich affected me every time that I caught a cold .... It became so 

troublesome that I had about made up my mind to try some other business 

and I enli ted on the principle of the kill or cure proposition. I was lected 

First Lieutenant of the company and on account of som e pericnce gained 

by belonging to a militia company previous to the br aking out of the war 

and some hard study of military tactics, I did most of the drilling. 

The company was ordered into rendezvous at Camp arr n, Burlin°ton, 

July 12, 186 t, " here acti e drilling and organizing was continued. The 

egiment was mustered into the United States service July 24th. . . . " e 

all had little or no money. The state furnished rations during our stay in 

Burlington and each man brought a blan et or comfort from home for bed

ding. We slept on straw in sheds and slept soundly. Je\ ish flnn of 

clothiers furnished the commi sioned offic rs of the regiment their outfit of 

uniform, S\ ord, belt and other quipment, trusting them until they drew 
their first pay. . . . 

eek or t\vo aft r e wer mustered in e w re ordered to t. Louis 

and , ere tran orted thence on a mall steamboat towing two barg s 2 The 

on thousand men composing the r giment filled about ery a ailable space 

on all three of the craft. landed in St. Louis and were marched to 

Jefferson Barracks; heri> our arms \ ere issued to us consisting of the old

fashioned small ball musl-.ets, caliber 72 carrying a on ounce lead sph rical 

ball and three buck shot made up " ith a charge of heavy black powder. 3 

I think our officer's uniforms o ertook us at t. Louis. The enlisted men, 

ho ever, had no clothing except \ hat they wore from their homes. . 

At the time of his election as fir t lieutenant, amuel ahon 
a ju t one month short of t\ enty-one years old. The other n,•o 

company officers , ere thirty-four and thirty-fl e, while most of 
the enlisted men , ere older than their second m command. Be 
that as it may, the night b fore lea ing t Louis the lieutenant 
wrote a letter to his sister. 

2 
This wa the steamboat Jennie 1Vh,pple. Historic of the 7th Iowa are : H. I. 

mith, 1listory of the eventh 1owa 'Veteran 'Volunteer 1nf ant D11nng the Civil 1Var 
(Mason City, 1903); Rosttr and Record of 1owa old, r: in the 1Par of the Rebellion 
(6 ols., Des oines, 190 -191 l), 2911-20. 

s This tat ment about the arms issued is open to doubt Caliber 72 was much 
larger than the .58 generally us d during the war An official r port entitled "History 
of the Regiment" says the ·o Aank companies received prin Aeld riAes, the oth r 
ight companies got the impro pringf,eld musk ts, caliber .5 , which w re the 

standard infantry weapons. The report cited is in Report of the .Adjutant yeneral 
••• Statt of 1owa, January t t, t 6-1 to Janu ry 1, 1 65 (De oines, 1 65), 1056. 
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Dear Lizzy 

. . . I expect to come up next week from St Lcuis just as quick as 
K[ittredge] comes down I will have to take charge of the Company till he 

comes and it is no small job to regulate 80 or 90 men We will be some 
time at St. L-- as the men are generally undisiplined [sic] and all un

armed. The Boys cheered the announcement with enthusiasm and all seem 

delighted How does K-- grace his new plumage I had hopes of cutting 

a swell up there myself this week only for that unlucky order. But my time 

will come next. Gen Fremont is at St Louis and I suppose I shall see him 

Mahon's prediction that the outfit would have to remain a while 
in St. Louis because the men were green did not prove to be cor
rect. The situation in Missouri was precarious, and after a few 
days in the city, the command was sent out to the south.4 

Ironton, Mo, Aug 18 1861 
Dear Lizzy 

After a good deal of banging about we have brought up at a god for

saken point called Pilot Knob in the South Eastern part of the tate We 
have done a good deal of Soldiering for short experiences We were ordered 
to Rollo in the Western part of the State after getting our anns and just as 

e were on board the cars and our Baggage loaded the order was counter
manded and we had to march to another station and take the cars to this 
place. . . . We are pretty well fixed We came on Thursday and our 
company was ordered out on picket guard about 3 miles from camp in a 
mountain road We had a very pretty place to camp and got plenty of 
apples and Roast Ears We came back to camp yesterday and today we ar 
resting from our labors. On the Sabbath there is an unusual silence in the 
camp which is pleasant after the confusion of the week It is a b!essin° 
e en in the tented field to have a few hours to ones self and think of things 
past and future there is no wildness whatever in our regiment most of the 
officers are steady men and many religious there is little or no temptation 
to ice or wickedness and a person has an opportunity to think of other 

• The original destination of the 7th Iowa was to support General athaniel L •on, 
but his defeat and death at the battle of \Vilson's Creek on August 10 changed the 
plans for the 7th, and the r giment was instead sent to Pilot Knob and thence to 
Ironton, south of St. Louis. Smith, 'History of tbe Severth 'Jowa ... , 6-7. For the 
battle of Wilson's Creek, see Kenneth P. Williams, .C,ncoln 'Jinds a Qeneral (3 vols., 

ew York, 1949-19 2), 3:32-3. 
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more serious matters. . . . I enjoy very good health and like the business 

welJ I will try to get a furlough the first opportunity. . . . 

For the next three months t e 7th Iowa Infantry was moved 
about in the vicinity of the 1i ·ssippi Ri er between Ironton, 
Missouri, and Cairo, Illinois. ahon, recalling in his autobiogra
phy his first picket duty hich occurred at Ironton, rem mbered 
that the full weight of the war seemed to rest on his shoulders 
alone out in that dark night. Also, he made not of the Regi
ment's first march, a ninety-mile affair to Cape Girardeau, Mis
souri, which took some of the romance out of soldiering. 

When the 7th Iowa received its baptism of fire at Belmont, s-
souri, on ovember 7, 1861, Mahon was not present, having 
taken ·ck some weeks previous and been sent home on leave to 
recover. The baptism was a terrible one; out of about 400 en
gaged, 227 ere casualties. 5 The chances are good that Mahon's 
career would have been different had he been there. As it as, 
Captain Kittredge was severely ounded, and " hen Lt. ahon 
got back to the unit he found himself, at the age of twenty-one, in 
command of Company F. 

The remnant of the Regiment returned to t. Louis to rest and 
recruit. It remained there until early January, 1862, when, in bit
ter cold, it moved down the Mississippi to\ ard the theater of 
Brigadier General U. S. Grant's next operations. Only one letter 
survives bearing on the Forts Henry and Donelson campaign. It 
contains nothing worth reproducing, but the autobiography has 
something to say on the capture of Donelson, February 6, 1862. 

The culmination occurred on the evening of the third day, when Gen. 

Grant formed a column under the command of Gen. Chas. F. Smith. This 
column consisted of five lines of battle of infantry, the 7th being in the 

third line. 6 They ucceeded in capturing th enem s position and holding 

5 The 7th Iowa was under the command of Col J. C. Lauman. For his report of 
the battle, see 'J"he 1Var of the Rebellion .. . Offh,al 'Records . . ( ashington, 
1 1), eries I, Vol. Ill, 296-8 (hereafter listed as Official 'Records ) tuart, 1owa 
Colonels and 'Regiments ... , 165, gives the total casualties as 227 The surgeon's 
record, prepared at a later date, gives a total, as does Lauman, of t t 9 killed and 
wounded from the 7th Iowa, out of the total casualties of the battle of 402 Official 
'Records, eries I, ol 111, 275 For a detailed account of the Battle of Belmont see 

a!Lams, .C1ncoln 'Ands a yeneral, 3 75-100 For a personal account of the battle, 
see Smith, '.History o tbe Seoenth 1owa .. , 11-34 The author, H I mith, was 
Captain of Company B, 7th Iowa 

6 Each one of these lines of battle was composed of two ranks of men Although 
the line started the assault with a distance of a number of yards between them, all 



CIVIL WAR LETTERS OF SAMUEL MAHON 237 

it under a sharp fire from an interior line until darkness fell. The night was 

a dreary one o ing to the cold, flres being forbidden and rations exhausted. 

The dawn came welcome to the benumbed combatants, the more so as the 

Union picke discerned as the daylight advanced that there were white 

flags displayed along the nemy's line. . . . [The sur ender folio ed] In 

the joy of the moment cold and hunger alike , ere forgotten and cheer after 

cheer ent up in celebration of the victory. The regi ents composing the 

column which captured th works were accorded the honor of capturing the 

fort. The 7th regiment were fortunate in being quartered insid th fort, a 

very comfortable log build.mg occupied by a Confederate Tennessee regi

ment. . . . The officers and men of the h o regiments fraternized. The 

Confederates had abundance of food in the fort and I shall always remem

ber the splendid breakfast which the Conf derate offic rs, whose quarters 

e jointly occupied, prepared for us by their black servants; half-star ed 

as we ere, we thoroughly enjoyed the fried ham, hot biscuits and "O ee. 

In a very few days the prisoners of the garrison were sent North 1 aving 

oar army in full possession. Th sanitary conditions of the fort were bad 

at be , partly owing to ignorance of proper m thods of a ne, ly organized 

volunt er army, and from this cause and from exposure and fatigue of the 

short campaign, the men sick ned rapidly and many di d 7 

There are no more letters until July 9, three months after the 
battle of Shiloh, pril 6 and 7, 1862. Of that battle, the auto
biography says: 

The 2d Di ision to which the 7th regiment belonged had its camp back 

by the Landing fully on and on -half miles from where the battle opened. 

I , as a beautiful unday morning and the men ,vere lounging about camp 

preparing for the unday morning inspection, or writing letters home , ith

out a thought of impend.mg peril. uddenly the orders came to fall m at 

th lines fused into one mass by the time the works were reached. This , as a very 
costly formation. ee Arthur L ~ agner, Organ,zaflon and 'J'actics (7th edition, 
Kansas City, Mo, t 906), 266 a n r prepared a diagram which shows the 7th 
Iowa in the seventh and 1ghth Imes. 

7 For a detailed account of the capture of Fort Don Ison cc General ervice 
chools, Ft. Lea en orth, 'Fort 'J-lenry and Donelson Campaigns Source Boo (Ft. 

Leavem orth, 1923) ee also Williams £in oln 'Finds a Qeneral 3 199-2~9 At this 
tim the 7th Im, a a m the brigade comm:mded by its own colonel, Jacob G. 
Lauman, of C F. mith's di i ion. For an account of ort Donelson writt n by 

tahon in later life, see 'Incident of Fort Donelson," in mith, 'J-listory of the eo
entb 1owa ... , 41-4. 
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once with a supply of ammunition and in a few minutes the brigade was 

movin to the front on quick time. More or less .Aring had been heard 

through the morning but no attention was paid to it. We soon however, 

b gan meeting evident sign of troubl at the front in the way of stragglers 

coming back and fragment of batteries which had evidently b en knocked 

out of action. we advanced the sounds of battle became more and more 

plain and the conditions evidenced by the stragglers falling back became 

ominous W e took a position covering ground that had not yet been occu

pied. We did not have long to ait until the enemy advanced on our posi

tion flushed with succes . Shortly after taking position the 8th Iowa Infan

try was formed on the left of our brigade and thenceforth formed a part of 

it during the day; thus the five Iowa regiments in the following order from 

n ght to left, the 2d, 7th, 12th, 14th and 8th h Id this exposed position for 

five or six hours until from four to four thirty in the afternoon, resisting 

every effort of the nemy and repeatedly charging the position to dislodge 

them. It was the only fixed point of the Union lin . . . and was only 

abandoned after being outflanked right and left. As \ lay through the 

long hours we could hear the fi ring on both Banks gradu Uy advancing, 

unti l , hen the order to rettre " as given the ound of fi ring seemed directly 

in our rear The 2d and 7th regiments received the order and fell bc:ck in 

good order, barely escaping through the narrow outlet not yet quite closed 

by the enemy and expo ed to a fi re from both sid . The other regiments 

failed to receive the orders to fall back . . . and w re later captur d 

nttre. • • • l11e two regiments ere conducted quietly to a pomt near 

the Landin , here they formed in th la lin of defense and spent the 
night I ing on their arms. 

The ne t morrung early they moved to the front in the second days b ttle 

upportin in r serve to Gen. Rosseau's [Brig Gen Lovell H Rousseau} 

division of Buell' [ aj Gen Don Carlo Buell] army which had arriv d 

dunng the night and took position in advance of our line The regiment 

, as und r fi re on the econd day and in the afternoon occupied a batt ry 

This spot as call d The Hornet s st" by the Conf ederae . The name was 
adopted by the bn ade. Curiously enough no more than 12 of the 7th Iowa were 
ki:lcd m this v ry hot A ht. illiam F. Fo , R.e9imental £asses ... in the Cunl 'War 
(Albany, I 9), 407 Lt Col. J C. Parrott, who commanded dunn the engagement, 
gave the number as 9 Report of the .Adjutant yeneral . . tate of 1owa 
1 64 , 1059. The nal official figures were 10 killed ( I officer and enlisted men); 
17 cnli tcd men w undcd; and 7 enli ed men captured or missing, for a total of 34. 
0 cial R.e ords enes I, ' ol , Part I, 101. 
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of the enemy after it had b en practically silenced. . . It was one of the 

bloodiest sights I think I ever itnessed. Every hor., of the battery had 

bc:en killed or wounded and most of the men, so that it was almost impos

sible to alk around the po ition without stepping in lood. This ended the 

battle of Shiloh so far as the 7th regiment was concerned. . . .9 

After the battle, there was a period of rest followed by General 
Halleck's deliberate movement against Corinth, Mississippi. When 
Corinth fell without a fight, the 7th lowa settled into amp 
Montgomery about three miles east of the town. Meanwhile 1t 
had become apparent that Charles Kittredge ould not ag in b At 
for service as a company officer because of his wounds, so on 
June 12, 1862, Mahon received a commission as captain. He re
mained at the head of Company F which he had commanded as a 
lieutenant for more than half a year. riting from Camp Mont
gomery on July 9, he said: 

. [ have been cruelly abusing your anxiety for me and I know it 

but . . everything has be n o unsettled before our encampment here 

that I had no heart to write. I would have written immediately fter the 

Battle of Shiloh but Kittredge [\ rote] 2 or 3 letters next day and that was 

ufficient to satisfy your anxiety. . . . There is e ery appearance of a 

permanent establi hment here One of the Oivi ·ons is fortifying the posi

tion tationary camp life is very dull o society of any kind except in 

he Regiment e dont see a woman once a month e cept once in a " hile 

some of the natives. Also a ingle specimen belonging to th Regt but she 

does not wear ery dean stockings so her attractions are lost. I ish I could 

take a run home for a few days and see somebody and go to some of those 

parties you spoke of but I suppose I shall njoy th m all the more when I 
do get to com . person being a long time a\ ay from home learns almo 

to for 0 ct it, but once i, a \ hile something strike a chord and the feeling 

rushes on a person strong as before. . . . The weather is very \ arm her . 

The m ect tribe i abroad m it nught Anything from a Lizard do n to a 

flea can b had in abundance You can see a thousand bugs and no two 

alike. 

Large! o, ing to the regulations and instructions of the sur-

The 7th Iowa as m J 1. Tuttle's Bngade (First), W H L. Wallac 's Di I ion 
( econd) of the Army of the Tenness e at hiloh. For greater detail on the battle 
see Otto Ei nsch,ml, Tbe to of b1lob (Chicago, 1946) . 
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geon, the health of the Regiment was excellent during the sum
mer of 1862. Oeanliness was enforced and the food rigidly 
inspected. 

Corinth Miss ept 5 /62 
• • I was gratified at Wills success in raising his Company. By this 

time he i in Keokuk tasting some of the romance of amp life Why cant 

teve go ahead and raise a om any anyho\ and go into some other Regt 

if 0' onnor has abandoned rai ·ng the Irish Regt.10 I suppose by this time 

the fate of many of the 0ttumwans is sealed and the balance are much 

relie ed. You must write me all who are drafted that I knO\ . I saw Ki 
name in th papers as Colonel of the 36th Regt which did not surpris m 

although I kne\ nothing about his plans. I am glad he got it. ~ ill it be 

Volunteer or a drafted R gt. . . . verything do n here is quiet as usual 

The Rebels ha e most of their fore s in front of Buell and in Kentucky. 

e have the same routine of duties Revielle [s1 ] or Roll call at 5 

oclock in the morning. Breakfast at 6 The camp is all policed and ten 

cleaned out between these hours. Th n the urgeons call j., beaten at V2 

oclock and all the ·ck lame and lazy of the chfferent companies are marched 
up and prescrib d for by the Doctor. Drill all is at 7 when we drill an 

hour on the parade At 8½ the guards are mounted 12 oclock dinner call 

Drill Call again at 5 PM supper at 6 and dr ss parade at 6½ when the 

Regt tum out in their best clothes. Tattoo at 8 and 'Taps" at 8½ when 

all li
0
h must b~ e tinguished d so passes the day the same from one 

\ ·eeks end to th other Our Guard duty is ery heavy at present the men 

tandmg Guard e er 3 and sometimes every 2 days The labor is not so 

much a loosin° [sic sleep moking is a great lu ury hen a person has 

to e up at ru ht. It cant be apprec1at d until one has campaigned for a 

\ hile 1t 1., ociety when you are lonesome ery soldier should smo e. 

The offic r made a collection last \ eek and sent by the utler for some 

book ~ e got quite a library and some very oood books among them 

1otle s "Rise of the Dutch Republic" and a number of o her histories 
, luch are ery in rructwe. They help to pass time 

The summer quiet \ as b1 oken when the Confederate forces 
under G nerals rl an Dom and terling Pnce mo~ed again t 

10 
" 'ill wa • fah n s brother, who had rat ed a company for the 36th Regim n , 

lo ·a lnfantr) t v tephen Keith) w s another brother who later joined the 36th 
fowa a rg ant ma or and in time b came adjutant. 
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the Corinth area. The 7th Iowa was so posted th t it did not take 
a direct part in the battle of Iuka fought on eptember 19, 1862. 
It fought, however, in the battle for Corinth, October 3 and 4. 
This was a rough engagement in which the Regiment lost 122, or 
one-third of its members who participated. Mahon was sick in 
bed when the fight began, and he mis ed all of the first day. He 
got out of bed, however, to take part the second day.11 

When the Confederates were repulsed at Corinth, the quietness 
of the summer before once again returned to the sector. The 7th 
Iowa, because it was so decimated, was left in the district as part 
of the 1st Brigade, 2d Division, 16th Corps ... 2 As a result, it did 
not take part in the Vicksburg campaign, but ngaged in ead in 
the passive business of holding part of the long Union line that 
stretched from the mouth of the Shenandoah River to the mouth 
of the Mississippi. The entire winter, however, as not perf ctly 
tranquil. 
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Corinth Miss Jany 5 /63 
Our communication ith the outer world is at last op n for the first time 

since Decemb r 18th and I ha en to set any anxiety at rest which you may 

have had about me. . . . The railroad was destroyed by a force of 6000 
Rebel ca airy and 6 guns and they held it at different points all the time 

eluding the ederal Forces sent agafost them. the 7th was in two e peditions 

sent after them from here but e only succeeded in marching oursel es 
nearly to death without se ing th m the fir one e started Dec 19 and 
marched 100 miles in 4 days making a march of 35 miles the first day the 

next time we started Jan 2d and marched 30 miles in 1 ½ days through a 

drenching rain and mud ankle de p Accounts r ach us now that Genl 
ullivan 13 attacked near Jackson Tenn and routed them taking many pris

oners and all their artillery. So that is the end of the great "equestrian 
raid" hich has cut off all Gran communication for three eeks. Our 30 

mile march , as to cut them off after Sullivan hipped them but , e were 
too late as oon communications were cut off the G rrison were put on 

11 tuart, 1owa Colonels and Regiments ... , 173 The 7th lost 21 men killed, 7 
ounded, and 14 captured or mi ing, for a total of 122 men Official Records, eries 

I, ol 11, Part I, 175 
12 Previous ignmen of the 7th Iowa, together with brigade, division, district, 

and d partm ntal command rs. may be found in Frederick Dyer (compiler), .A 
ompendium of tbe 1Var of tbe Reb Ilion ... (Des oin , 190 ), 501 
13 Brig Gen Jeremiah C ulll an of the U Army, in command of the District 

of Jae on For accounts of this ngagement, se Offic,al 'Re ords eries I, ol X 11, 
Part I, 551-3. 
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half rations and have been so ever since we are now eating com meal 

foraged from the Country but we are thankful for that we will have plenty 

in a day or two our Holiday dinn rs w re rather meagre but we had a 

nne Goose for ew Years it was procured on a foraging e. pedition and if 

stolen Goose is S\ eet I think this one was olen However he had no busi

ness to have been Goslinged in a ece h locaLty. The heaviest sensation 

was a Grand Ball at the Tishamingo Hotel ew Years there ere 120 

officers present from G neral down the district \ as ran acked for ladie 

and they succee ded in scaring up about 25 mostly officers i es and daugh

ters and a few natives. it required ingenuity and management of a very 

high order to obtain a partner our humble servant succeeded tolerably 

well considering that many did not get to dance at all toward the la it 

became rather too noisy to be dignified but it was not owing to stimulating 

beverages for unfortunately Corinth \ as nearly destitute of e erything in 

that line when the RR was cut the fe ·vities ended by a grand choral 

effort on the part of the officers after the ladies had gone home which as 

more remarkable for quantity than quality. . .. We have just heard that 

Vicksburg has been taken by G nl Sherman. It seems unaccountable that 

Bumsid has been repulsed on the Rappahannock 14 he must have an im

mense army the ea seems to be the dead lock of the \'v'ar. the right man 

ill come after a , hile e mu only flght and wait. destiny is being 
, orked out and it , ill come sooner or later. 

Bethel Tenn ar 14/63 
ince I last , rote we ha e experienced one of the vicissitudes of 

soldier's life a change of station We have exchanged the noisy monotony 

of a garrison of 8,000 men for one of 2 regts our own an the 43d Ohio. 

B thel is situat d 23 miles north of Corinth on the Columbus Railroad and 

in i palmy days consisted of a dozen houses a grocery "Emporium" a 

Blacksmiths hop and a meeting house. Three of the houses are now occu
pied by f· milies and its commercial importance has become a myth. Bat 

the country around is pretty well settled and (there are] any amount of big 
girls 

Col Rice 
15 

is commander of the post and di enses military justice in the 
14 

The rumor of the fall of 1cksburg was, of course, incorrect. That city held out 
until the following July 4 His reference concerning Burnside is about the Battle of 
Frederic burg, Decernb r 13, 1 62. 

15 

Eliott \VI Rice of O kaloosa Iowa ho as the second commander of the 
~ gime:,t He had been made a m~jor on

1 

August 30, 1861, being raised from a non-
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Vicinity the government policy seems to be conciliating here and the people 

are not disturbed ost of them are making preparations for fanning the 

coming season. The regiments that we relieved were here since the evacua

tion of Corinth and got well acquainted with the people Parties were very 

frequent and a number of them got married When they went away the 

p ople came in from all directions to see them off it seemed like leaving 

home I do not know what success we ill have in making the fair se. 

forget their sorrows and their departed lovers I have not struck out yet 

but my enterprising Lieutenant has made several voyages of discovery and 

returned each time stepping like a turkey in stubble and seemingly much 

ratified. The people seem anxious to get acquainted with the soldiers to 

secure their good will. The prospect is that we will remain here during the 

summer and the only chance , e hav(' to escape a frightful monotony fa to 

get acquainted and h ve the best time we can but I shall not get married 

without letting you know. . . . I have read "Les Miserables" all but the 

4th volume which I am unable to obtain. . . . end some good butter if 
you send anything I , ont write anything about my health for none of you 

seem to believe anything I say on that subject . . . you cant prove me a 
liar by demonstration for there is not the remote chance to obtain a fat -
lough. . . . the eather is flne and warm we are going about in shirt 

leeves. . . . All are looking toward ic sburg I would like to give a 
piec of my mind to some of your Butternut neighbors it would be more 

forcible than elegant. 
Bethel Tenn Apr 30/63 

. . . the expedition from Corinth as I expected did not do much Aght
m our troops have possession of Tuscumbia a strategic point on the Tenn 
River ith a view of making it a p ·nt to cooperate, ith Rosencrans [src].16 

e still keep watch an , ard over the classic and sacred Bethel. Since the 
other Regt left the ord rs have been very strict no soldiers going out or 

citizens all , ed inside the I.mes the orders are merely precautionary and 
dont indicate any thing serious the principal trouble being felt by suscep

tible youn Gentlem n ha ing tender associations ou ide the lines whose 

commi ion grade to that rank. He received a colonelcy and the command of the 
unit after Donelson, wh n the first commander, Jacob G Lauman, was made a briga
di r Both men, along with the t. Col. of the Regiment Augustus \; entz of Dav
enport, who was killed, had been wounded at Belmont tuart, 1owa Colonels and 
Regiments . 163ff 171 ff 

ie faj . Gen. "\ 1lham . Rosecrans, commander of the Army of the Cumberland. 
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plans and appointments are thus broken in on. . . . I have been thinking 

some about what you wrote in r gard to the money and can understand 

the difficulty of doing anything \ it it I would like much to come home 

and see about it myself but fear it is impossible. if there is no good chance 

of investing it just let it lie. Keep the Cold and legal tender notes and use 

the other for spending money. We were paid 4 months pay on last Friday 

I sent 425 to Jos. H. Merrill 1 7 do what you can with it The Co sent in 

all nearly 1800$ we are now paid up to rch 1 and will not probably 

get any more for sometime. I have k pt enough to last me. 

Bethel T nn May 27 /63 
••• We have not had as much to disturb us in six months as your le er 

describes. not even a man killed. the only foe we have here are of the 

femenine [s,c] gender I dont think their charms will prove as destructiv 

as the muskets of their Butternut friends in Dixie. . . . the 7th Ill is now 

with us at this post the other Regt having gone they are familiarly known 

as "Cooks Crampers" the term is signifkant implying that any thing 

alying [sic] around loose has an e treme liability to stick to their fingers. 

• • • it was one of that Regt that carried a heavy grindstone for a mile on 

the forced march from Ironton merely to keep his hand in. the t\ o 7's will 

make a ong team. The weather is getting very warm but the health of 

th Regt continues excellent If we had a little more to do it would be bet

ter for us. We are livi,1g on the e citement of events transpiring at Vicks

burg. the regret it that \ e are not there. e have been in the front of the 

chace [s,c] since the war began and would like to e "in at the death" . . . 

I am glad there has been some disposition made of the money I was very 

aru ious about having so large a sum about the house depositing it in 

Burlington is the be thing could be done at present What do you think 

of investing it in U. S. Bonds they will be good \ ithout the country goes 

to the mischief and then we might as well go with it . e are li ing 

quite high in oar mess at present it is composed o Lieuts [Benjamin B.] 
Cale and [Joseph B.] orrison of Co D, Charley and myself e have 

young onion , gre ns, radishes, salad eggs, butter nlllk and best of all a 

good cook \ e often laugh over the sighs of our friends at home thinking 
17 

After the war ahon engaged very succ ully in the "'holesale grocery busi-
n in Ottumwa ith Jos ph H 1errilt The firm name, J H. 1errilt Co., lasted 
until 1915 when it was chan ed to Sarna l iahon Co. That was the year of Mahon's death. 
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that we ar living on rusty bacon and hard crackers ut there is no telHng 

ho long our epicurean life ill last. for a Soldier knows not what days 

may bring forth e have however philosophy to enjoy it while it lasts 

Corinth Miss Jun 8/63 

e are again back at Corinth greatly to our disgust. Bethel is ev c

uated by the federals all except hat affections , ere left behind. . . . It 

is horribly dismal today e all have the blues. all the other Regts here 

built flne frame barracks since we left and we are back and have nothing 

but old tents their re ·stance of moisture is now being tried sorely for it is 

raining like the mischief. . . . When marching orders came . . . Ah 

then and there w re hurryings to and from and gathering of tears and 

tremblings of distress and cheeks all pale .... the 7th will long remember 

Beth 1 it has been the poetical part of their war career both as regards 

lo e and good rations some took one and some the other. Alas! goodbye 

pretty girls. . . . Angels that deigned to lighten the path of the "cursed" 

YaPkees with their smiles and let th m "set up" with them and perhaps 

occasionally grant a chaste kiss. 

Corinth Miss June 24th/63 
... We are up to our eyes in ork on our barracks the wet weather 

having delayed us. . . . I attend d a grand presentation of a stand of 

Colors to the 1st Alabama Africans last week. . . . there were a num er 

of sp eches made. two of the egroes spoke they were rather amu ng 

and ma e some good hi without knowing it the first one speaking of the 

amalgamation feature of slavery pointing to a number of Negro children 
, ho were present. look said he look at the stain of the , hite mans blood 

in the faces of on half of your children. . . . They were a fine looking 

body of men and I dont think they will di grace their colors. 
Corinth Miss Jul 17 / 63 

e ha e been preparing for some time for a prize drill which tran-

pired on the 15th. The h o b st drilled companies from ach of the 4 

R gimen in the Brigade , ere the competiters [ 1c] y company was hon-

ore ith ino chosen from th 7th the other compan from the 7th '"as 
Co from Fort adison compame in all it was a floe sight in e ery 
r sp t. pp aranc dr and dnll 1y men all had , hite glo es each 
com an drilled for t 2 hour in the manual and maneuvers in "qutck" and 
"double quick" time The drill was lendid ou could not chsco er the 
variation of an inch i the line of men as they ru hed by on the Double 
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Quick. Mine was the first company that went through the ordeal under the 

ey s of the whole Division enl Dodge, Genl Sweeney 1 and others too 

numerous to mention it was pretty hard on the nerves at first but that soon 

wore off the decision has not b n announced yet Col Rice sent me an 

order complimenting me in the highest terms on the performance of my 

company. . . . everybody is anxious to hear the decisions. the prize is to 

be honorably mentioned in general orders from departmental Head Quar

ter at emphis You ill think probably that this is very different kind of 

, ork from fighting but it all goes to make up the sum of a soldier. . . . 

Moscow Tenn Augu 23/63 
The old adage that "fools build houses and wise men live in them" was 

never better erified than in our case. You will very naturally inquire 

, here oscow is. I ans, er it is not that celebrated city where the great 

uropean Conqueror got his fatal blow but it is an inland city on the C & 

1 RR about half way hen een emphis and Corinth. . . . In just two 

hours time from when , e fir heard it we cast a la sorrowing glance at 

our fast receding Barracks. . . . I lay on top of a car preferring it to the 
crowded inside and had a fine opportunity to study a onomy and estimate 
the precise amount of dew it takes to wet a man through. e amved at 

our d stination n xt day. cursory iew of oscow re ealed the fact that 
the population con • sted of one man a woman ., boy and a baby. The quar

tette keep a hotel and ery dirty one too. . . . e marched out to our 

camp ground a , aste of Rag eed and grasshoppers . . . Ho, long we 

, ill stay here the Lord only knO\ s but I hope not long I have just recd a 

detail to r port as a member of a Court artial at La Grange 8 miles up 
the road. 

La Grange Oct 20th / 1863 
e ha had a hard time ut not in the fightin lme. The evening 

o my arri al information , as recei· ed of the advance of the enemy with 
the intention of cutting the road Our Brigade , as 1mmedtately started fter 
them , ·ith 3 a •s rations and our blankets instead of 3 days we were out 

1 
Gren ·ille 1. Dodge, of Council Bluff , original colonel of the 4th Iowa, had 

b n promoted to brigadi r en rat, 1arch 31, 1 62 and had assumed command of 
the ldt wing of the 16th rm • Corp on July , 1 63. See tuart, 1010 a Colon el 
a d R.tqimtnl ••• , 109-116; and J. R. Perkins, Trails Ra Is and 1 ar, Tbt £i/t of 

t'n ral Q. , f. Dod t' Indianapoh , 1929). Thomas \'\' , ·een had s rv d in th 
1 ic n ~-•,u, in the U Anny, and with the ti oun olunt rs during the Civil 
'ar unt ap an cd colon 1 of the 52nd lllinois. H was commissioned a brigadier 
ncral n • o 2 , 1 62. Di I n ry of .Amtrican Biograph , 1 : 242-3. 



CIVIL WAR LETTERS OF SAMUEL HO 247 

10 foraging on the country for rations and breaking our hearts marching 
after cavalry hich we vainly attempted to catch. Their object was not to 

fight but to destroy the road and they eluded us at every point. . . . the 

day after we started out the nemy attacked Collierville which was garri

soned by a part of the 66th Ind Infy about 300 men. Supposing they would 

fall an easy prey and the enemy could then destroy the road from that point 

but the accidental arrival of the 13th Regulars or. the Memphis train which 

had also on board Maj Cenl Sherman and his whole staff enabled them to 

beat off the enemy with se ere loss. Three of the nights we were out it 

rained ery hard \ hich e took as philosophically as we could. one com

fort we had and that as plenty to eat. part of the country we marched 

through had never before been isited by our army and we helped our

sdves liberally. the feathered tribe were the especial object of attack. . . . 
some of the country was almost a paradise, the Houses were magnificent 

but the hand of the ruthless invader despoiled them. . . . We had our 

lection on the march the Regt cast 306 otes Tuttle 19 only got one. 
There was 29 votes cast for the Wapello County ticket all Union. it may 

interest some of the county candidates to know how we went. the soldiers 
vote may beat the Copperhead majority in the County. 

Pulaski Tenn ov 12/63 
. . . Here , e are again in communication with the outer \ orld. e 

left Iuka Miss on the 5th crossed the Tenn at stport the same day. e 
had a rough time of it too our Regt worked hard all rught loading and un
loading Baggage trains artillery tc on the ferry boats it , as a cold night 
and our train for the Regt , ith our blankets , as the la o er and that night 
,ve had to do \ ithout them it took 50 and 60 men to haul the pieces of 

Artillery up the steep anks of the river. All , ere got over about rune 
oclock n t morning and at 11 , bid good bye to the outer world e 
marched 11 miles that day and went into camp tired sleepy after marching 
2 days and \ orking hard one night , ithout any re . . . . ext day we 
march d 13 miles and did not get into camp till midnight we were delayed 
pullm the artillery through om mfemal s, ·amps minus a bottom. the 7th 
formed the rear ouard and ad to h Ip verything out the n t day \ e 

19 Jam i Tutti , c Jon 1 of the 2nd Iowa, had been promoted to brigadier gen
eral June 9, 1 62. In 1 63 he as nominated for governor of Iowa on the Democratic 
ticket, but as d atcd by a colonel-'\ m. M tone. For sketch of Tuttle's war 
en·,c , tuart, 1owa Colonels and 'Reg iments ... , 51-8. 
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marched 23 miles through a beautiful country next day 18 and the next 18 
arriving here yesterday having marched 82 miles from the Tenn River in 

5 days hich is pretty w 11 considering that the men had to carry about 45 

lbs each and we have a pro ision and ammunition train of about 300 , ag

ons to guard. The rest of Shermans corps kept 2 days ahead of us all the 

time and I dont know their whereabouts. Our Division marched by itself 

Pala 1a is 75 miles from Nashville and 50 from Tullahome There is a RR 

running from here to ashville but it is only repaired from ashville to 

Columbia about thirty miles from h re our agon trains start to Columbia 

in the morning for ration with a Cavalry Guard and that is the way this 

letter is going Pulaski is a very pretty town as large as Ottumwa the 

Rebs have occupied it all summer how long e remain here I dont know . 

• • I stood the march finely did not ride one ep of the way We looked 

rather rough howev r when we got through We were unshaved unwashed 

and dirty as you please. I meditate a grand scrub this evening and expect 

o enjoy the Ju ury of a clean shirt. I brought Fannies wine with me and 

am , aiting patiently for a chance to use it medicenally [sic] . the brandy 

was us d as a preventive to chills and fever of cold mornings. . . . direct 

l tters via ashville Tenn to 7th Regt Iowa Infy, 1st Brigade, 2d Div1 ion, 
16th rmy Corps 

Pulaski Tenn Dec 11 th/ 63 
• Things here progress smoothly no news no nothing. e have 

\\ orked on our quarters till like P ggoty e are "pretty comfortable" the 

report no, is that Grants , hole army are going into , inter quarters I 

recd my trunk from Corinth via ashville a few days ago and reJoiced 

once more in a , hite shirt also my books and I intend immediately to 

pro ecute French vigorously. . . . I have at 1 ngth become acquainted 

v,ith one of the "dark eyed darlings" of Pulaski only her eyes are blue and 

her hair molasse candy colored. Sh sings the Bonnie Blue Flag with a 

vengeance and talk about the bra e and heroic outhem Boys. and then I 

lau h at her and ote h r to in ances \\ h r they ha e displayed remarkc1 ble 

c.:pacity in the athletic and healthy rase of running. her Father is im
men I , ·ealth he enerously freed ht 100 la es , hen our forces tuok 

po ion here an he could hold them no longer 1t s ura is horrified 

• t the i a of m:ikmg old1er of them. the thought of the dear outhem 
Bo • in° ho by a "nig er" , as terrible T obody , ho had not seen a 
ood deal of slav ry can concie e [sic] in \\hat utt r contempt they hold the 
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negro. . . . There are plenty of young ladies here but they all have some 
long haired individual in the Rebel army who engrosses their whole atten

tion to the otter exclusion of the abominable Yankees. I think they will get 

a little more used to it after a while. . . . The Regt was paid off yesterday 

2 months pay ½ of my pay was stopped during my "Leave of Absence" 

going home is pretty expensive but I did not regret it. I shall send some 

money home tomorrow. In regard to my going into the Regular Service 

I shall be only too glad if I succeed. The Regts time will be out in 8 months 

and it is uncertain now whether the war will last much longer. after the 

war there will be thousands of young men thrown on civil life with nothing 

to do and every department of Business filled and the lord knows what will 

become of many of them. besides I am afraid I shall not be fit for much 

else. I like a military life and 3 years service goes far toward anfltting a 

man for any other occupation and if it becomes a matter of necessity I can 
re ·gn at any time. In the Regular Army I likely will not be placed in 

active service and will stand a chance of seeing more of you all than I do 

now. All the detached duty in the northern states is done by Regular Army 
Officers and especially newly appointed ones 

Pulaski Tenn Dec 28/63 

. . . part of the train consisted of contributions from Iowa for a Christ
mas treat for the 2nd and 7th each company got quite a lot of can fruits 
and nuts of different kinds but the beauty of it all was they sent several 
boxes of common Turnips. . . . I am afraid the turnip donor was not 
appreciated. e made the trip just in time for Christmas When I got back 

I found the Regt in an uproar about enlisting in the Veteran Service Co F 
was a, aiting my return. ext day the matter as started and up to this 

time 34 men have reenlisted I enclose their names We are now airing 
to get mustered in before starting home on a thirty days Furlough in the 

tate. The Company goes as a Company taking ith as our arms accoutre
men and camp equip[a]ge. . . . e are all looking forward anxiously to 
the time hen we will march through the streets of old Ottumv,:a that we 
left nearly 3 years ago. The only sad feeling is in looking over the thinned 
ranks and thinking of the many bra e boys that left never to return now 
Ieepino their last sleep under outhem bloodsoaked sod no more to be 

roused by the shrill bugle call or hoarse roll of the drum to prepare for the 
midnight surprise or deadly charge 1any a tearful mother will look in 
ain for some lo ed form upon which she in oked Cods blessing with a 
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breaking heart hen he , ent forth at Sumpters [sic] signal gun to fight for 

his country Well they have fought a good fight and gone to a merciful 

god. It ould be v ry gratifying to the company to get some kind of a 

reception on their arrival but of course it would not do for me to prompt 

the movement. it could be gotten up very easily by some of the leading 

spirits in to n. I ould rite Joe Merrill if I had time but am very busy in 

making out an endless amount of papers and r turns. The company expect 

some kind of a public reception and they ought to get it. I would like to 

have th Band at the Depot when we come in as we hall have no music 

with us exc pt a bugle. . . . I shall telegraph from ashville airo or 

ecatur what day we may be expected so that the friends may be in readi-

n ss to reci ve [sic] them. . . . let Ottum, a do her best. . . . tter have 

the fact of our coming and the list of names published in the Courier 

ahon had his wish, and Ottumwa turned out to , elcome the 
veterans of Company F. s is al ays the case, the furlough was 
too soon over. Hardly had it seem d to start than ebruary 27 
arri ed and the Regiment as on its , ay from Keokuk by steam· 

oat to return to the field. Although they did not know it, the 
Vet ran Volunteers of the 7th Iowa ere about to embark on their 
fust service in the line since the battle of Corinth, October 3 and 
4, 1862. 20 fter eighteen months free of major engagements, they 
were about to enter some of their roughest fighting. 

Prospect Tenn Mch 9/ 64 
[ e came] by Ri er all the way and arri ed in Pulaski in just one week 

from Keokuk e got to Pulaski in the evening and were ordered next 
morrung at daylight to march to this place 17 miles south of P-- you 

may eLeve it was a rough introduction after our Furlough. . . the mud 
' as oot top de p an we floundered along casting many a retrospective 
thought ack on our no, vanished Furloughs. I remembered bitterly and 
my tomach ably abetted my memory over the cozy Breakfasts Fannie use 

to fix for me and thought , hat an infernal fool I was not to eat more . . . 
my furlough seems like some dream I can hardly realize I have been home 

~ They w re joining herman's campaign mto Georgia. The 7th Iowa r mained 
' ith herman thereafter until the end of the grand revi w in ~· ashington, D. C., 

1a • 23, 24, 1 6 For a brief military study of the mov ment against Atlanta ee 
• 1atthew Forney teele, .American Campaigns (2 vols Harrisburg, Pa., 194 ), I :535-
5 ; 2:2 I . For more laborate accoun ee Jacob D Co , The farch to the Sea 
( e \ York, 1 2 G nville . Dodge, The Battle of .Atlanta and Other Campaigns 
(Council Bluffs, 1911). 
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it reminds me of Mohammets visit to h aven. I am at present supporting 
the dignity of Commander of the Regt and also the P st both field Officers 

being absent I hope the elevation wont spoil me as I shall be let down this 

e ening when Col Parrott arrives . . . 21 everything looks like spring x

cept the absence of any farm work. the plantations are mostly deserted 

very thing has the mark of War Devastating and destructive the contrast 

is greater by seeing every thing in Io a going along in peace and quietness 

Camp Chickamauga Creek Ga May 6/64 

. . . the day after I wrote our Corps got marching orders and n o days 

afterwards saw us all enroute for this place.22 ... \Y/e left Prospect on 

the 29th and marched out 12 miles joining our Division nex morning t\ o 

more days marching brought us to Huntsville Ala. . . . Huntsville is a 

ery pretty place with a beautiful country around it bat all more or less 

marred by the de action incidental to mass desolation we left the town 

next morning and marched 15 miles and , ent into Camp to enjoy a good 

nigh rest on Uncle Sams feathers \ hich being translated means the ground. 

o mortal can appreciate the blessing of sleep till they make a campaign. 
. . . the ne t day e were put through to the tune of 25 miles in order to 
reach the RR at Larkinsville to take the train to Chattanooga e were 
a, fully tired that night the distance is equivalent to marching from Ot
tum,va to Oskaloosa only e had a mountain road instead of a level one. 

I far d pr tty \ ell but it was hard on the men who had to carry their knap-

21 Lt. Col. J C. Parrott was in command of the 7th Iowa. Rice, who was still 
colonel and in nominal command, as acting as commander of a brigade composed 
of the 2nd and 7th Iowa, the 52nd IIHnois, and the 66th Indiana. 

22 e broke camp fay 1st, and started on the march overland to Chattanooga to 
join the army under General Sherman to take part in the Atlanta campaign.'' Smith, 
'J-fotory of the Seo ntb 1010a . . , t 13 or Sh rman's own account of this cam
paign, see f e1110,rs of yen 'W. T Sherman (2 vols., ew York, 1891), ol. 2. 

e also loyd Lewis, herman, 'Fighting Prophet ( ew York, 1932). Grant had 
been promoted to c mmand of the armies, and Sherman had taken Grant's plac in 
command of the Military Di ision of the 11 1 1ppi, \\ hich comprise th Depart
ments of the Ohio Cumberland Tenness e and Arkansas. The plan of campaign 
was for Grant to rr:ove against ~ in the E~ t, and for hennan to take Atlanta and 
proc ed southward through G orgia, thus cutlin° the Confederacy in two. The date 
et for the combined mQvement was fay 5, t 64 herman's troops con isted of the 

Arm • of the Cum erland, und r 1aj G n. George . Th mas; the Army of the 
Tenness e under 1aj. Gen. Jam B icPher on (the 7th lc,wa was attach d to this 

rmy, being m the t Brigad , 2d Division, of the 16th Anny Corps, commanded by 
, 1 j. G n. Gr r,v11le 1. Dodg ); and the Army of the Ohio, under command of 1aj. 
Gen. John 1. chofi Id; a total of 110,123 men. O{Ji ial Records, eries I, ol. 

'111, Part I 9-1 t 7. 
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sacks canteens and haversacks with 3 days Rations and their arms and 

accoutrements and 40 rounds of ammunition. they stood it though as a 

oldier mu t. My recruits stand it b tt r than I exp cted. One of them was 

unstruck the flr day but l: 0 was able to march the next. . . . We 

reached Chattanooga next evening distant 60 miles by RR dis mbarked and 

went into mp for the night here I sa Lookout Mountain and the famous 

Mis • on Ridge the scene of Grants late glory 23 the mountains to er up 

se eral thousand fe t. the Lord knows ho our troops ever stormed it but 

th y did it that is certain. Chattanooga is an insignificant struggling little 

town important only from its strategic position ext morning (yesterday) 

we marched south from Chattanooga 14 miles and are lying here today 

waiting for orders. • • . There is an immense army concentrating h re. 

When we were coming into Chattanooga on the RR the road which runs 

Parallell [s,c] to th RR was one continuous column of men for 15 miles. 

there are 5 Army orps here so if you hear of any fighting you must not 
take it for granted e are in it. 

Dallas C orgia May 30th 1864 
• • • I am Writing this on an old letter recd from one of my men being 

unable to get other pap r. We are now occupying a fortiRed po 'tion near 

Dalla • o F has lo t no more men ·nee the Oostanaula e cept two slightly 

, our.cl d 
24 

e mad a forced march from Kingston marching almost day 
and night but are in good health and spirits except being fatigued The 

enem attacked our position on the 28th but was repulsed , ith the loss of 

about 4000 m n our loss , as almost nothing. our Brigade , hich took part 

in the flght hardly lost a dozen men. o much for oar fortiflcations. 2s last 

night ( unday) the enemy mad several determined attacks on our position 
but , a repulsed every time the flght lasted all night the firing was ter-

23 

For Grant's victory at Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge (also known as 
the Battle of Chattanooga) m ovember, 1 63 see Le is Sherman 31 ff; 
Ptrsonal J ftmo1rs of 11 yrant (2 vols., cw York, I 86), 2 61-88 Sh rman, 
~ftmo,rs ... , l 392ff 

2 

The cro ·ng of the Oostanaula River on ay 15, l , at Lay's Ferry had rc-
ultecl in a harp fight for the 7th Iowa m which ,t lo 61 men. Report of Lt. Col 

Parrott, R.tport of tbt Adjutant ytntral . . tate of 1ou a ... t 64, 1061. tany 
ea lat r 1abon wrote an account of this encounter for the regimental history. 
mith, JU lo of th t" ntb 'Jowa . . 120-22. 

• The 7th Iowa fought behind breastwor for the first time at Dallas. There--
aft r, they threw up h t • field fortifications henever they halted. This was one of 
h mno tions in arfan: to com out of the Civil '\ ar tuart, 1owa Colonels and Rt i tnts ... , l75r6. 
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rinc. today we are sleeping as well as the skirmish ' rs will allow us. they 

keep a continual rattle in front but we are getting pretty well used to it. 

some of the Regts fired 80 rounds of ammunition la night. . . . e have 

reports this morning that the Rebels lost 4000 men in front of H oker 26 

la night\ e heard the firing before our ball opened. We \ ould be a tough 

looking set of customers now to present ourselves in Ottum, a. I am tanned 

as black as a pot, dirty and seedy. have not !.een my valise for ten days. 

our principal cares are our Arms and ammunition and something to w ar. 

Much the most important items in this country .... we are 30 miles from 
Atlanta .... 

In the Field near Marietta Ga June 26th/64 
. . . I sometimes think I am the most fortunate ind1v1dual in the circle 

of my acquaintance. o far I am all right my health is cellent and I 

enjoy it as well as one can in a bake oven. ou sp ak of not getting letters 

from me regularly .... I have , ritten almost every mail. every paper we 

get chronicles ome fight Sherman has had and then I think well when the 

folk r ad this they ill be in a stew and forthwith I write to some of you 

announcing the continued excellence of my very valuabl health and the 

still hole condition of my kin and bones I got nearly angry , hen you 

ked me if it \ as myself as ounded. I , ish you "ould try to look on 

the bright side . . . and not always think the , orld has formed a coalition 

for th pr s purpose of deci ving [ 1c] you. . . . Our division is at 

pres nt in the Rese e Line th Rebs are on two ountains that rise ab

ruptly out of the plain immediately in our front. 27 most of the fighting on 

this part of the line is Artillery and skirmishing we are literally digging 

them out advancing inch by inch. Their works are in plain ie on the face 

of th oantain and their artillery fire e ecia11y at night makes a grand 
di lay of fire orks this po ition is their strong hold to cover Atlanta. 
once e ar in poss ·on of this • said , e can march direct on that city. 

the lin s are very quiet today usually so noisy. \'v'hy I cannot say. a person 

28 Jos ph Hooker who had been in command of the Ann' of the Potomac when it 
was beaten at Chane llorsv11l \; 1th h rman's Army he was in command of the 
20th Anny Corps, Anny of th Cum erland. 

27 Ther w re actually three so-call d " mountain " in the vicinit ·- Kenesaw, Pine, 
and o t- h re th Confed rates wer cntr nched. Pinc 1ountain had been aban
doned wh n herman fore s moved to attack it on June I ; L t , 1 untam as 
abo1ndoned on June 16, and the d fen cone ntrated on en aw. It took herman's 
army until Jul • 4 to take K n aw . lou tam hennan, ., femoirs . 2 5 
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is not expected to know anything down here only to do as you are told and 

eat all you can get the latter is by no means difficult as regards quantit . 

• • • I want a pair of boots Mr. Miller has my measure. I ant Calf Skin 

single upper, double sole square to s wide heels. . . . have him m3ke 

them and send them down to me the fir chance you get of any body 

commg down dont send them by express there is none here send me some 
postage stamps in next letter. 

Near Ros\ ell Ga July 15th 1864 
• • • While we were pur uing the Rebs after their retr at from Kenesaw 

Mountain there was no time to do anythin . the 4th of July as qmte lively 

ther , ere several attacks made on different pom of the Rebel line of 

retreat but no general engagement. Our Brigade was only engaged as 

lJnni hers except the Artillery but , e had to build a line of Rifle pits 

under fire of the Reh Batteries just enough to make the men work lively 

our regt lost only a few men. it was about the quickest piece of ork com

pleted I ever saw. • • . on the 8th our Corps " as moved from the Right to 

the extreme left 25 miles and we are now across the Chattahoochie River at 

a point 9 miles east of arietta. e had to wade the River as the Rebs 

burnt the bridge behind them. it is larger than the Demoine [sic] at Ot

tum, a and as waist de p in some places. Our Corps crossed in t\ o 

olumns the sight was decided y picturesque. . . . we fortified our posi

tion :rnd have been here since taking it easy and picking Blackberries. . • · 

a detail is made to pick them the men taking their arms with them they are 

the best thing could e possibly had for the rmy in their present sanitary 
condition. 

Before Atlanta Ga Aug 6th 64 
e are • • • protected by heavy works our only wish is that the 

Rebs would attack them but they are getting too sharp for that. . . • 

everything has been quiet in our front since the battle of the 28th e. cept 

ome sharp skirmishin° and artillery duels , hich hurt nobody the left 

ing of our Regt had a , rm time of it day before yesterday being out on 
p:cket the picket line wa ordered to be ad anced they , ent forward on a 

run asily dnvin° the enemys picke some half a mile " here they halted 
and were throwing up hasty d fenses bat the Rebs came out in force before 

th Y got them done and our f llows came back a good deal faster than the · 
''ent '" ith a lo s of men I con • der it gettino off cheap at that. we 
thought for a while that most of the , hole five compames were gobbled. 
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Co F was not in the scrape. . . . We can see the city. Its spires and 

cupolas glittering in the sun and seeming to defy he Yankee invader out

side May its pride fall the way Babylons feU. y faith is strong. I am 

now in command of the Regt being the Senior Captain the Major having 

resigned and Col Parrott is sick in Hospital. the old gentleman is about 

worn out he cant stand it much longer everybody advises him to go out 

of service but he hangs on I gave the Major an invitation to call at the 

House. . . . Several of the Boys who have gone home will call. treat them 

the best you know how .... One great beauty about commanding the 

Regt is I can ride instead of having to march. 

Mahon's commission as major was dated August 7. He re
placed the resigning officer, James W. McMutlin, and as known 
as Major Mahon throughout the rest of his life. 

Before Atlanta Ga Aug 22nd 64 

there is nothing new to relate in regard to operations Our ham
mering a ay at Atlanta has become an old story and we are waiting pa

tiently for the equ 1 by Genl Sherman. . . . Genl Dodge as wounded 

on the skirmish line a few days ago. he commands the left wing 16th Corps 
the wound is severe but not dangerous. Sergt Balcom who was wounded on 
the 22d has recd a furlough. he lives in Chillicothe. when he returns send 

down the boots by him. . . . I am now wearing a pair that could ie with
out blushing with a pair of Connaught Brogans. they are very good but like 

the man and the Bed bugs I have not the strength to spare to carry them. 

fortunately there is not much locomotion required. . . . they have put a 
4½ inch Rodman iege Gun in a fort about 40 feet from my Hdqts. It is 
nred at the city every t O minutes day and night. it is not the best opiate in 

the , orld to produce sleep but we are getting used to it and snore away 28 

HdQtrs 7th Iowa Infty Rome Ga Oct 3rd 64 
. . . Our division was ord red up here very suddenly on the . . . ult 

with 4 days rations in Haversacks and in light marching order e came 
h re on the train bringing no wagons and supposed we would be pushed out 
through the Country . . . on a raid but we were put in camp nd are 
\ aiting patiently for our baggage to come up. . . . there were 2 RR 
Trains captured between here and Atlanta day before yesterday and there 

2 Atlanta fell, after a long siege, on September 2, 1864. Shennan, ~remoirs .•. , 
2.96-136 
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is an unpleasant rumor in circulation that our Wagon Train and Baggage 
bas also "gone up." . . . if it should turn out true my Valise and promis

cuous traps are doubtless by this time contributing to the toilet of some 

ragged Cavalier of the [illegible] persuasion. . . . Rome has b en a very 

pretty place supported a considerable aristocracy and was lighted with Gas 

its glory and gaslight have de?arted and the best houses in town are in use 

as hospitals here most of the sick and , ounded in the Army of the Tenn 

have been sent during the summer there were at one time as many as 4000 

sick and , ounded in the place. . . . Col Parrott has not yet returned 

probably on account of the communication being again interrupted Genl 

Forrest 29 being at present in charge of the RR betwe n Chattanooga and 

a~h ille. . . . We ha nt had a Mail for nearly two we ks and have 

almost quit xpecting one. I am writing this so it will go through on the 

first train that gets over the road. We have not been paid yet for some 

unknown reason. It will be quite a new sensation to have money in ones 
pocket everybody here is strapp d alike 

Rome Ga Oct 22nd 64 

. . . Military matters have been pretty lively here since the Altoona 
[Allatoona] affair our Di ision has not b en , ith the Main Army.30 We 

are nevertheless kept constantly moving about Rome in very point of the 
Compass. Gent Hood 31 it seems aft r attacking Altoona marched directly 

north and before he could be headed off took Dalton and played smash with 
the Road this is only 30 miles from Chattanooga. On Shennans coming 

up he skedaddled again passing him and struck south and the Lord only 
kno, s , here he is now. y private opinion is that Genl Sherman was 
slightly out , itted in the movement but the thing only amounted to a raid 

making the mo of it and the RR can be repaired in a fe days The Rebel 

Army is now so much inferior in numbers they can attempt nothing perma
nently offen • e. . . . 

Rome Ga ov 5th 64 
l recd your letter of 27th Oct this evening the first I ha e recd for some 

~
9 athan Bedford Forrest, celebrated Confederate cavalry leader. 

ao Due to a railroad accident, the 7th Iowa did not reach Allatoona on October 5, 
t , until the bloody battle was alr ady won Report of tbe .Adjutant {jeneral ... 

late of 1o a . . 1 64, 1061. 

si General John B. Hood in command of the Confederate army opposin herman's 
in.,,as10n. Hood "as gi n the ~ommand aft r Joseph Johnston was rcli ved July 17, 
1 
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time. . . . I wrote an account of the Altoona affair but presume you did 

not get the I tter Mails in this country have become problematical My 

valise came through all right. . . . I was rather surprised at hearing of 

Ottum a becoming a base of military operations I should like to have 

seen the forces drawn op in line. Kittredge must have been proud of his 

army .... the Rebel Army have crossed north of the Tenn River and the 

Army of the Cumberland is after them. e (the Army of th Tenn) are 

preparing for a long campaign in some unknown direction everything is 

being removed from Rome preparatory to an evacuation all the large Hos

pitals are gone north. e are stripped of all surplus Baggage all ten etc 

and have sent all men unable to march to Chattanooga fully prepared for a 

flght or a race. Our Division will le ve this place tomorrow or ne t day 

for tlanta to join the Army. My theory is that we will make a break for 

either obile or Savannah cutting loose from all communication and sub

sist on the Country " hich can be easily done. it will be rather a rough 

physic on the bowels of the Confederacy. they have no adequate force to 

oppose us as the .ain Rebel rmy is in Tenn confronted by the Anny of 

th Cumberland. at they are trying to accomplish the Lord only kno s 
for by the movement they have left all Southern Georgia open to our in

roads. e xpect to be paid 8 months pay tomorrow. We have wai ed 
long and patiently for it. I shall make a remittance 1£ I get an opportunity 
of sending it by any person. dont be uneasy if you dont hear from me ery 

soon as " e may "cut loose" any hour. . . .82 

avannah Ga Dec 22/64 
I sent Fanny a letter day before yesterday with a short account of our 

campai . Yesterday morning it was discovered that the enemy had left our 
front. at daylight the line was pushed across the Causeway and at noon we 
entered avannah capturing the f w remaining Rebels 83 the main body 

92 Sherman was preparing his troops for hi famous march through Georgia to the 
ea, which began on 'ovember 15, 1864, when his troops left Atlanta Sherman, 

J femo,rs . , 2 tn. The 7th Iowa, no, und r the command of Brig. G n John 1. 
Corse (Dodge havin b n wounded in the ghting around Atlanta), was a part of 
the 1st Brigade, 4th Dh1S1on, 15th Army Corps, which \I.as a part of Sherman right 
wing under command of faJ Gen. Oliver O Howard Official Records, cries I, 

ol LI , 20 

ss Sherman had reached the sea and Savannah fell on December 21, 1 64, where
upon he triumphantly telegraphed to President Lincoln: "I beg to pres nt you, as a 
Chri tmas gift, the city of a ·annah, ·th 150 hea guns and plenty of ammunition, 
and al o about bales of cotton." Offici I Records Series I, ol. XUV, 7 3. 
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having escaped across the River (Savannah) the night before and made 

their way into South Carolina We supposed the City was entirely invested 

but this one loophole was left and they got out through it. . . . they left 

everything women in their flight barely getting away with their men. about 

200 cannon immense quantities of Ammunition RR Cars etc fell into our 

hands. . . . all the Rebel Beet including 2 Ironclads we captured or w re 

destroyed. the city is much the handsomest I have yet seen in the South 

and the people appear well disposed toward the "invaders" in fact they 

petitioned the Rebel Genl Hardee to give up the place without fighting. An 

assault was planned for the following night . . . but the evacuation has 

given some of us a little longer lease of our previous existense [sic] You 

remember I wrote in my last that in our front there was a deep creek and 

swamp Well on the night of the 19th I took a small boat and 4 men and 
had it carried for half a mile through a swamp launched it and crossed the 

Creek under 2 of the Rebel Batteries. the object as to find some ground 
on the oppo 'te bank practible [sic] for troops to land. I paddled do n the 
Creek some distance using a spade for oars but found nothing but bottom

less mar h overgrown with tall reeds I returned just in time to our own 
side as the moon which w s just rising would have r vealed our movements. 
higher up the River however the other Brigade discovered a practicable 

landing and here the assault was to have been made the troops crossing in 

boa but the e acuation made it unnecessary. the weather is splendid and 
we are all in fine spirits. a few days re then Ho for Charleston the hot 

bed of treason. Shermans columns will make short work of it. outh Caro
lina cried out the fir or \ ar, and she shall have it to her hearts content. 

She so ed the ind. She ill soon reap the Whirlwind 34 she will yet 
weep tears of blood for her folly in firing at our glorious old flag. . . . 

ell may he tremble. her insol nee ill avail her but little now. 
I , oul like to b ith you all at Chri as to enjoy some of your home 

prep'.uations but I guess Ill not come this ti.me 

Savannah Ga Jany 15th 65 
. . . It seemc; an age since I heard from home last my latest dates are 

' herman 1s cha ed by many, histonans among them, ith having indoctn atcd 
his troops in methods of warfare that 1olatcd the rules of civilized conflict. Be that 

1t may, ahon' metaphor was one herman himself used; see Sherman to Mrs 
herman, June 27, l 63, in 1. . De olfe Howe {ed.), 1-lomt £ttttrs o ytntral 

nnan ( e Yor ·, 1909), 15 , 15 In no place in any of. fahon's letters is there 
the h ht t s m,pathy shown for e outhem civilians , ho were the victims of 

h nn n' m thods. 
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Dec 10th. . . . some of the letters must get lost in trying to find us. 

I am at present on duty in the City on a court martial the Division is 

about 2 miles out of Town so I have taken up qua ers and board in town 

and am living in style. . . . the Family took a good deal of pains to inform 

us that they never kept Boarders before but they would rather have us on 

account of getting protection. they are very pleasant however and do all 

they can for us. . . . I attended the Presbyterian Church this morning 

the building was crowded citizens and soldiers all together it is the first 

opportunity I have had of entering a church since leaving home last winter. 

it awakened some old and powerful assoaations that seemed almost for

gotton [sic] . I have felt better all day and shall attend regularly while I 

remain in the City. . . . Our Corps as reviewed again last w ek by Genl 

Sherman in the City it made a good appearance. all of the 4 Divisions 

ere on review some 50 regiments and 4 batteries. the day was fine and 
the rich strains of the Brass bands mingled with the rattle of the drums 

made ever body lively and nthusiastic as far as you could see up the 

long street the dense mass of Bayonets filJed i whole breadth. as the dtf
ferent Regimen passed the G neral in Chief he saluted heir tom and 
tattered flags that rode out the storm of many a Battle , ith a reverence that 
was almost worship all glory to him he is proud of his army and they 

ould follow him to death. You need not be sarpnsed to hear of a move
ment here any day in fact it has already commenced. . . . our Division 

" ill get a, ay probably the latter part of the week The S cty of ar 1s 
now here on a isit to the Army and is scattering Genls commissions broad
ca Genl o e has been Bre etted ajor General for gallantry at Alla

toona. every Di ision Genl in om Corps has been made jor Genl. . . . 

Did ou receive that Draft for 750 I sent before leaving Rome I fear it 
has been lo in the mail I want to know so I can take measures to procure 

a duplicate 
a annah Ga Jany 25 65 

I recei ed our letter of the th inst two days ago. I , as almo t angry 

, hen I found ou said nothing in it about that 7 0$ Draft ,-.hether it has 
been recei ed or not I have menooned it in every letter I have written 

ince com.in to a annah. . . . 1o of the rmy has left here 35 Our 

:is On January 19, t 6 , herman's force be an to m ve north ard throu h the 
Carolinas, to join forces with Grant who was b for Richmond. herman, 1emoirs 
... , 2 2 3 
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Division started on the 19th but owing to a heavy rain Storm which began 
in the morning and the enemys cavalry cutting the dykes of the Savannah 

River up the Country the road became impassible after wading around in 

mud and water all day we were very glad to escape back to the City. ome 

of the Troops who were farther out than we had a serious time of it but 
finally all got out. . . . I have been sick for several days in consequence 

of my wetting of the 19th disease diarhea [sic] 

Tell Fannie this is the first money I have sent home since I was home last 
winter it was the first time we recieved [sic] pay during the time. tell her 

al o she may close the account at Merrills if she thinks it best if the 750$ 

is all right try and secure 500$ more bank stock 
Goldsboro N. C. Mch 28/65 

We have again come to light once more at this place after being im
mersed for nearly two months in the heart of the Confederacy our Corps 
reached here on the 24th the rest of the Army being one day in advance. 3 6 

. . . Yesterday we recieved [sic] all our back mail in one lot. I recd a 
number of letters the latest from yourself being Feby 28th and nothing yet 
from poor Steve 37 I had hoped to hear of his release by the time we got 
through poor fellow he is getting a bitter taste of the War. . . . The 
campaign just closed has thrown the Georgia Campaign far in the shade 
I can give you no conception of the Swamps of South and North Carolina 
the army waded in water for days. at South River the 7th Regt with their 
cartridge Boxes tied around their necks waded a swamp ¼ of a mile across 
up to their waists in Water in order to Aank the enemy and drive them 
away from the crossing on the road and then lay all night without anything 
to eat or even a Blanket the Knapsack having been left on the other side 
this is about the way the , hole Campaign has been performed. We had 
heavy fighting 3 days before entering Goldsboro it fell principally on the 
14th and 20th Corps the Rebels in a desperate effort to drive Sherman 
back attacked them while the other two Corps were 9 miles distant on an
other road they however repulsed every attack but losing heavily. While 
, 1e by dint of hard marching all night we passed round the Rebel flank and 

36 Goldsboro, . C., was 425 miles from Savannah. By 1arch 24 Sherman's whole 
army reached Goldsboro. Sherman called this "one of the longest and most impor
tant marches evet made by an organized army in a civilized country." 1b1d , 2:306. 

37 His brother, tephen Keith, bad been captured with his Regiment, the 36th 
lowa, on April 15, 1 64, at arks Mill, Arkansas. He was imprisoned at Tyler, 
Texas. 
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by daylight next morning were bowling down the road in the Rebel rear 
they howe er discovered their situation [in] time enough to get out but not 
without serious loss our loss in the two days fighting foots up 3000 the 
Rebels fully double that number. We are now camped near the Town wait
ing for clothing supplies ect [sic] preparatory to another start. . . . 

Morrisville . C. Apr 19th/ 65 
. . . ere this reaches you you will have heard the glorious news of 

Johnsons [sic] surrender to Sherman both of his Army and all the states 
from th Rio Grande to the Atlantic. . . . 3 the work of the Army is done 
a few months easy duty and then like Othello our occupation will be gone. 

then the grave question arises what will a person go to work at it is rather 
a serious question with your humble servant coming as he does under the 
general Scripture di ensation by the Sweat of thy brow shalt thou eat 
bread. if you happ . to light on any chance for a "promising young man" 
of slender means of a good opening in the world please let me know the 
openings in this country have always been of too grave a character and so 
have kept out of them. . . . Our joy at the glorious termination of the 
war has been checked by the announcement of our beloved Presidents 
death it shocked the whole army from Private to Genl and well was it for 
the oath that ohnson surrendered as he did had Shermans Army again, 
been compelled to march through the country against the Rebels they 
would have heaped a engeance high against the people that sanctioned the 
act of the bloody assassin the Rebel Genl Johnson denied any knowledge 
in the deed and professed himself deeply pained. . . . 

Petersburg Va May 8th 65 
e ha e again turned up at this far famed city having marched across 

the country from Raleigh C. maki the di nee 150 miles in 7 da s 
including the crossing of 2 Rivers which had to be pontooned the march 
has b en e.·traordinary for 1 rapidity considerin° the size of the Army 
the only , ay , e can account for the haste is the rivalry among the Corps 

ommanders each one trying to out march the other. Our Corps beat them 

3 Just as herman l ft for his meetin with the Confederate commander, Joseph E. 
John ton, on April 17, he received word of the a a ination of President Lincoln 
Fearing reprisals by his oldiers on the people, he kept the assassination a secret 
from his o, n officers, ut did revea it to Johnston, who thereupon agreed to secure 
p rmission to surrender all the remaining Confederate fore . (Lee had surrendered 
to Grant on pril 9.J John ·tons surrender took place the following day, April 18, 
1 6 herman, ., femoirs . . 2 347- 4. 
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all and recd a complimentary telegram from Genl Grant for the race. 
tomorrow we take up the line of march for Washington where it is sup

posed e will be paid off and mustered out of Service. it will take some 

time to do this however and in the meantime tis understood we are to have 

a grand review in ashington after drawing new Uniforms at Alexandria. 

they want to dress us up in becoming style and put on all the flourishes 

before appearing to the fastidious Washingtonians. for my part I [would] 
rather go op Pennsylvania Avenue as we marched through Goldsboro after 

the Carolina Campaign. Ragged dusty and weather beaten we would loo]· 

more natural b sides creating a decided sensation. . . . we will be near 
ashington by next Sunday that will complete our circuit around the 

Confederacy on our march to this place no foraging was allo\ ed and the 

inhabitants were carefully protected they came from all directions to the 

road to see the troops pass and expressed themselves rejoiced that the war 

was o er. . . . The Army here is justly indignant at the way the northern 
papers are "coming down" on Genl Sherman 39 ¾ of it all is a dirty 

political trick practiced by some Washington politicians to injure his repu
tation because they are afraid of his splendid record and the peo le always 
duped are swallowing it all . . they were cheaply patriotic building bon

flres . . . at the announcement of the ictories achieved in the far South 
~ hen the fate of the ation depended on Sherman and his army in their 

perilous marches through the heart of the Confederacy and when defeat 
would have been annihila • on and after their bonfires and speeches they go 
home and feel they have done their duty toward the thousands of our gal

Ian dead ho lie oncoffined in the Southern swamps from the Mississippi to 
the tlantic little realizing the condition of our poor fellows wounded and 

compelled to be Jolted day after day in rough vehicles for hundreds of miles 
over corduroy roa . . . Shermans army are \ ith him to a man and his 

r utation is their reputation. his error if any has been of the head not of 
the heart. some of his memorandum of agreement ith Johnson I dont 
app.-o e of but the Papers ha e t\ isted and distorted them . . but I have 
no patience to lk about it 

ear ashington D C. ay 26 '65 
I ha e not \ ritten home since arriving at the Capital from the fact of 

my no having the time to spare Our Corps reached Ale andria and went 
311 For the orts of the Radicals 1 by Stanton, to dis 1t Sherman s t of 

peace, cc Le • s. Sbtnnan ... , 5 ' n . 
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into Camp on the 20th 10 miles from Washington leaving us only 3 days 

to prepare for the grand review after coming off a campaign o you can 

imagine how much time e had for riting Clothing had to be drawn for 

the men blacking and brushes procured in fact everything to transform the 

rugged travel stained battalions [s,c] into clean and respectable unday 

soldiers it rained too mo of the time rendering the renovation more diffi
cult. but despite the shortness of the time and unfavorableness of the 

eather the review was a splendid success thp Anny of the Potomac , as 

reviewed on the 23rd and Sherman's on the 24th 40 both days were clear 

and pleasant. . . . long before daylight on the 24th the Reveille Bugles 
awakened the Army into activity and at day break the Column was rapidly 

crossing the Long Bridge into the City and massing in heavy columns east 

of the Capitol. at 9 O'clock precisely a signal Gun as flred and the head 

of the 15th Army Corps in the advance of the Army wheeled into Pennsyl

vania Avenue and began i grand march We ere in close column and 
looking up the long A venue for a mile you could see as it were a moving 

wall of bright blue tipped with glittering steell [sic] e ery man keeping step 

the whole looking like one connected living body.41 the side walks for 2 
miles were crowded with a dense mass of humanity excited and exultant 
the applause of the crowd , ould occasionally find vent in cheers as some 

riddled and tom Aag, ould be born[e] past them. the banner of the old 7th 

attracted considerable attention and "what Regt is tha ' as asked a hun
dred times during our march. then the waving of the hands of the fair ones 

as tantalizing for e could not tum our heads to look at them. ost of 

the Genl Officers had , reaths thrown o er their horses Genis Sherman 
and Logan , ere literally covered with them. ev n your humble servant as 
[he] moved in the grand O ation on his prancing steed recieved [sic] the 
affectionate r gards of some damsel in the shape of a Bouquet , hich he tied 
to his abre. I only hope sh , as young and good looking ha ing no means 

of 1udgino from per onal observation as it , as recei ed through the e
dmm of a "small boy" , ith "compliments" It is estimated that 200,000 

ople ,.,,ere present to see the re 1e, iany p ople from the we t came in 

4° For a vivid description of the review, see ibid ., 572-7. See also Sherman, 
f moirs ... , 2:3n. 

4 1 hennan wrote proudly of his army, ". . . the sight was simply magnificent. 
The column was compact, .. nd the littering mu kets looked like a solid mass of 
steel, movan with the regularity of a pendulum. herman, ~ftmoirs . . , 2 3n. 
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and onderful to relate it [was] the general conviction that we eclipsed the 

Army of the Potomac even on the revi ... but the dicipllne [sic] a long 

boasted quality of the Army of the P was better the marching better and 

the general appearance of the men b tter. phy • cally our men looked larger 

tougher and sinewey [sic] the qualities that go to make a soldier then e 

marched ith heads straight to the front. . . . e were there to be seen 

and not to see and every man felt it.42 

Hd Qtrs 7th Regt Iowa lnfty, Louisville, June 22 '65 

. . . it is getting to be awful dull here I am in Command of the Regt a 

few days in the temporary absence of Col Parrott which is some relief to 

the monotony. . . . We were paid off day before ye erday and I sent a 

Bond for 500 home by express yesterday they draw 7.3 percent interest 

payable semi annually and the Coupons are attached to the Bond. . . • I 

presume Steve will soon be home speaking of Steve puts me in mind to ctsk 

you about something. I want to gather up every cent I can scrape in order 

to start Steve in some kind of business when he leaves the Service. We can 

get c>nough together by practicing a close economy to make a very respec

table art say 3000 and if the 7th Regt is mu ered out to go m ith him 
myself the only difficulty is to get a good location in this point I ha e 

thought a good deal bat have come to no condu ·on Ottumwa has got too 

far along I suppose to try an op ning there although 5 years ago hardly a 

merchant in it had any more capital than the amount I have stated. I 

thought of some point in the South but know of no definite place. . . . A 
very liberal system of Furloughs is now being practiced in the Army here 

50 men are allm ed furloughs in the 7th Regt and several Officers I dont 
think ho, ever I , ill try to go home till ill and te e get out of the 

service and are at home I want to have some talks , ith them the agent of 

Cornell College t Vernon Io,\a for the education of disabled soldiers and 

the ~ ar 01 phans left here tlus mornin he collected 1630 dollars in the 

7th Regt the same number of persons at home ould hardly have done as 
well 48 

2 
T',e Army of the Potomac marched in review on fay 23, herman's Army of the 

Tenn-ssee on fay 24 Grant wrote of these two re iews. ''The [ Army of the Poto
mac} had been operating here they received directly from the rorth full supplies of 
food and clothin r gularly: the review of this army therefore w1s the review of a 

Y of 6 ,000 welt-drilled, welt-disciplined and orderly soldiers inured to hardship 
and ~t f?r any duty, but without the experience of gathering their own food and 
supplies m an enemy s country, and of bein ever on the watch. Sherman's army 

a not O well-dr ed as the Army of the Potomac, but their marching could not be 
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Hd Qtrs 7th Iowa Infty, Louisville Ky 

July 4th 65 
tell Father I dont think it advisable to sell the farm at the price he 

mentioned. . . . I have been very hard at work for the last 4 days pre
paring for a prize drill of the Division which came off on the 3rd. there 

were 3 regiments drilled one from each Brigade which were selected by the 
Brigade commanders the regts had about 1 O days in which to prepare Genl 
Rice was anxious to have his Brigade represented by his own old Regiment 
but was afraid to trust it to Col Parrott on the Drill ground so he selected 
another Regt but 3 days before the drill came off from causes that are not 
necessary to state the Regt he selected could not drill so the General got 

Col P Ordered to Iowa on some trifling business and then ordered me to 
prepare the 7th to go on the Drill I had to work day and night to get the 
men clothed and equipped and drilled hard six hours a day I did not hope 

exc lied; they had the appearance of men who had been thoroughly drilled to endure 
hardships, either by long and continuous marches or through exposure to any climate, 
without the ordinary shelter of a camp." Grant, :Memoirs ... , 2:534-5. But, accord
ing to Sherman, the men of the Army of the Potomac, on the previous day, had 
" turned their eyes around like country gawks to look at the big people on the stand," 
and he was determined that his men, ragged and barefoot though some of them were, 
would make a better showing. Therefore, he issued orders that the men should "keep 
their eyes fifteen feet to the front and march by in the old customary way." Loyal to 
their "Uncle Billy," Sherman's men obeyed orders, and when he saw them marching, 
"every man locked in steady formation - formal for perhaps the fir~t and the last 
time in their lives," it was "the happiest and most satisfactory moment" of his life 
One observer commented: "They march like the lords of the world," while the Ger• 
man ambassador observed, "An army like that could whip the devil." Lewis, Sher
man ... , 573-6. A soldier of the 39th Iowa wrote a letter to the Des Moines paper 
which expressed the feeling of herman's men for him: "There was not one who 
passed that stand on that day from the private in the ranks to Major General 0. 0. 
Howard, who did not ache to give expression of their love, respect and confidence in 
him by some act or expression of enthusiasm, but bi order had forbidden all expres
sions of the kind by the command, and his presence reminded them of the order, and 
he was greeted only by the steady tread and lofty carriage of his proud soldiers; 
proud as I have heard hundreds express themselves since, to see the commanding 
form and noble fac of Uncle Billy (as the soldiers call him amongst themselves) on 
the stand and himself overlooking them." Des oines 1owa State 1 eekly 'Register, 
June 7, l 6 . 

The trustees of Cornell College, in an effort to raise funds for the education of 
disabled soldiers and orphans of soldiers, had sent the college's president, illiarn 
Fletcher Kin , to Savannah early in 1 65, where he joined Sherman's army on its 
march northward. He told his project to some eighteen Iowa regiments, and hen be 
returned home he had collected some 14,000 The money was invested in govern• 
ment bonds, and the proceeds helped many boys and girls trough college. ee 
1arjorie iedary, ''lbe History of Cornell College," Tbe Palimpsest, 34 162 (April, 

1953). 
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to get the prize of a handsome silk Banner on account of having so short a 
time to prepare still the Regt acquitted itself lend.idly and was highly 

complimented. • • . I had rather a dry 4th oar Division was under arms 

nearly all day waiting to receive Geal Sherman he came at last about 5 in 

the evening and we waited all th\,; time buttoned up in dress uniforms and 

the weather oh so hot. . . . it was a little pleasanter however than our 

fourth a year ago when we were working for our lives near Kenesaw throw

ing up works under fire of the Rebel Batteries their shot and shell plo ing 

the dirt all around us. . . . I well remember one shell crashing through 
our unfinished works knocking six men out of one company 

July 7th We have recd orders to muster out the Regt and are now busy 
on the Muster out rolls it will probably be ten days or two eeks before 
the Regiment reaches Iowa 

Davenport Iowa July 14th 1865 
The Regt arrived here this morning from Louisville to be paid off and 

discharged. e left Louisville the evening of the 11th e got away sev
eral days sooner than we expected owing to our happening to have muster 

out rolls on hand of which there , as a great scarcity in the Army and then 
e , orked day and night to get them done and get away. e are now in 

cOellan Barrack a, aiting payment hich will probably be finished Mon
day or Tuesday and }OU may look for me home on ednesday or Thurs
day a foll citizen once more. if any of the Company (F) come to the 
Hoose enquiring the whereabouts of the Regt tell them to come to Daven

port the Company will not come to Ottumwa as a company as the men 

when pa.id off are free to go herever they please and they , ill scatter in 

e ery direction 




