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Book Notes

The American Mind: An Interpretation of American Thought and Char-
acter Since the 1880's. By Henry Steele Commager. (New Haven, Yale
University Press, 1950. $5.00.) This study of the “American Mind” by
one of America’s most brilliant historians is a valuable contribution to in-
tellectual history. Dr. Commager writes: “The far from inarticulate major
premise of my investigation is that there is a distinctively American way of
thought, character, and conduct.” The author treats of the many phases of

. thought which have a bearing on his subject: literature, economics, phil-

osophy, historical writing, political theory, and the law. A bibliography
points the way to further reading on these various divisions of American

thought.

Westward Expansion: A History of the American Frontier. By Ray
Allen Billington. (New York, Macmillan Co., 1949. $6.00.) Dr. Billing-
ton states in his preface that his book “attempts to follow the pattern that
Frederick Jackson Turner might have used had he ever compressed his
voluminous researches on the American frontier within one volume.” After
an introductory chapter on the “frontier hypothesis,” the author divides
his study into a treatment of the colonial, trans-Appalachian, and trans-
Mississippi frontiers, and closes with a chapter on the “frontier heritage.”
A useful bibliography will be of aid to the student for further study.

The Earth Brought Forth: A History of Minnesota Agriculture to 1885,
By Merrill E. Jarchow. (St. Paul, Minnesota Historical Society, 1949.
$3.00.) An introductory chapter, “A Bird’s-Eye View,” presents an over-
all picture of Minnesota’s agricultural development from 1840 to 1885.
Succeeding chapters deal with the early settlers, land problems, the rail-
roads, rural social life, mechanization, wheat, livestock, and dairying. The
book closes with two chapters on “Bizarre Experiments and Sound Agri-
culture,” and “Early Agricultural Societies and Fairs.” Thus, every phase

of early farming is covered. Attractively bound, well-written, and illus-
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trated with contemporary drawings, this book is a welcome addition to the
agricultural history of the Middle West.

The American Political Tradition and the Men Who Made Jt. By Rich-
ard Hofstadter. (New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 1949. $4.00.) The devel-
opment of American political ideas, from the founding fathers to Franklin
D. Roosevelt, is discussed by Dr. Hofstadter in twelve chapters devoted to
the outstanding political figures of the United States. A “Bibliographical
Essay” lists additional readings on each subject.

With Various Voices: Recordings of North Star Life. By Theodore C.
Blegen and Philip D. Jordan. (St. Paul, The Itasca Press, 1949. $5.00.)
As part of Minnesota’s centennial year, Professors Blegen and Jordan have
gathered together outstanding source materials of Minnesota history, from
Pierre Esprit Radisson’s “The Western Lakes Region in Summer” (1654-
1660) to Governor John Lind's “A Statesman Takes the Minnesota Inven-
tory” (1899). The book includes contemporary accounts of exploration,
the Indians, statehood, Minnesota’s industries, cities, “Things of the Flesh
and Spirit,” and many other phases of the life of the state.

The Land Lies Open. By Theodore C. Blegen. (Minneapolis, University
of Minnesota Press, 1949. $3.00.) Weritten in the “framework of the
American past” as expressed in his Grass Roots History, Dr. Blegen here
tells the story of the explorers and the early settlers of Minnesota. The
lives and doings of the little people, rather than of the great ones, are grist
for the author’s mill, and from their stories he has drawn an intimate pic-
ture of the growth of one of the great states of the Middle West.

The Story of Nlinois. By Theodore Calvin Pease. (Chicago, University
of Chicago Press, 1949. $5.00.) The late Dr. Pease’s excellent state his-
tory of Illinois, originally published in 1925, was revised shortly before his
death, and has been re-issued as part of the Fiftieth Anniversary Celebra-
tion of the Illinois State Historical Society. This is not an isolated study of

a state, but a history of that state integrated with the larger national scene.

This is Tlinois: A Pictorial History. By Jay Monaghan. (Chicago, Uni-
versity of Chicago Press, 1949. $5.00.) As one of the Fiftieth Anniversary
Publications of the Illinois State Historical Society, this picture history
presents the story of Illinois from the days of the Indians to modern times.
The pictures are divided into six sections: “Illinois Before Statehood,”
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“The Pioneer State,” “Age of Experiment,” “Reconstruction,” “Illinois

Comes of Age,” and “The New Order.”

The importance of pictures as historical source material is well recog-
nized. A booklet recently published by the American Association for State
and Local History — Pictures and History, by G. Hubert Smith — gives
information on the collection, housing, and use of pictures by historical
societies. This bulletin can be secured for thirty-five cents from the Asso-
ciation at Montpelier, Vermont.

Steamboats on the Western Rivers: An Economic and Technological
History. By Louis C. Hunter. (Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1949,
$10.00.) From the introduction of steam navigation in the West to the
“triumph of the railroads,” this book is an account of steamboats on the
‘Ohio, the Mississippi, the Missouri, and the lesser rivers of the Middle West.
Mr. Hunter divides the treatment into three parts: the steamboat as an
economic instrument; the steamboat as a business institution: and an account
of the peak and decline of steamboat navigation. Every phase of steamboat
transportation is discussed and the book is illustrated with maps, pictures,
drawings, and charts.

Backwoods Utopias: The Sectarian and Owenite Phases of Communitar-
ian Socialism in America: 1663-1829. By Arthur Eugene Bestor, Jr. (Phil-
adelphia, University of Pennsylvania Press, 1950. $3.50.) This is a schol-
arly study of the various socialist experiments in community living in early
America. These experiments, according to Dr. Bestor, can not be explained
in purely economic terms, but must be understood as communitarian: “be-
cause each made the community the heart of its plan.” Rejecting other re-
form measures — individualism, revolution, or gradualism — the communi-
tarians hoped to speed social reform by setting up ideal communities which
would serve as examples for society. This work received the Beveridge
Award in 1946 and its publication is sponsored by the American Historical
Association.

Lincoln Finds a General: A Military Study of the Civil War. By Ken-
neth P, Williams. (2 vols.,, New York, Macmillan Co., 1949. $12.50.)
These are the first two volumes of a projected four-volume military history
of the Civil War. The first volume deals with the war through the second
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battle of Bull Run; the second, with events through the fall of 1863 to the
appointment of Grant as commanding general.

The First Transcontinental Railroad: Central Pacific, Union Pacific. By
John Debo Galloway. (New York, Simmons-Boardman, 1950. $5.00.)
Written by a civil engineer, this is a study of the construction of the two
railroads which, when they met at Promontory, Utah, were the first to span
the continent. Mr. Galloway had access to the records of the two roads, and
gives much factual information on the building of railroads in the 1860’s.
His biographical sketches of the builders of these two roads include those
of two lowans, Peter A. Dey and Grenville M. Dodge.

The Grange - Friend of the Farmer. By Charles M. Gardner. (Washing-
ton, D. C., National Grange, 1949. $3.50.) Described as a “concise refer-
ence history of America’s oldest farm organization,” this book sketches the
history of the Grange from its founding in 1867 to the present day. It in-
cludes a history of the movement, together with biographical sketches of the

Masters and of other prominent leaders in the Order. The author is high

priest emeritus of the Grange.

White Pine Days on the Taquamenon. By William D. Hulbert. (Lansing,
Historical Society of Michigan, 1949.) This is a series of sketches, written
by a naturalist, about logging in upper Michigan. The book is published as
a memorial to the author, who died in 1913.

Side Roads: Excursions into Wisconsin's Past. By Fred L. Holmes.
(Madison, State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1949. $2.75.) In eleven
stories of the past, from flower gardens, to homes, to sorghum and buck-
wheat cakes, Mr. Holmes has given the homely and intimate details of the
life of yesterday. The stories could apply not only to Wisconsin, but to
every part of the Middle West in the nineteenth century.

Nortbwoods Sketches. By Chase S. Osborn and Stellanova Osborn.
(Lansing, Historical Society of Michigan, 1949.) Lewis Beeson writes in his
introduction to this book: “The stories in Northwoods Sketches are not his-
tory, yet much is to be learned from them by the historian.” The book is a
collection of brief sketches by Governor Osborn of his memories of a life-

time spent in the “northwoods.”

Robert Owen: Social Jdealist. By Rowland Hill Harvey. (Vol. 38, Uni-
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versity of California Publications in History, 1949.) Robert Owen is known
chiefly in American history for his experimental colony at New Harmony,
Indiana. This biography, written by the late Professor Harvey of the Uni-
versity of California at Los Angeles, is a sparkling account of his life in
England and America, his unorthodox religious and political opinions, his
failures and his successes.

The Newberry Library of Chicago has published a Guide to the Burling-
ton Archives in the Newberry Library, 1851-1901. This valuable guide to
one of the important railroad collections of the country was compiled by
Elisabeth Coleman Jackson and Carolyn Curtis. According to Librarian
Stanley Pargellis, “The Burlington Railroad was the first major corporation
to deposit its 19th century records in a library for the use of qualified his-
torians.” Copies of this Guide are available to libraries and historians upon

application to the Newberry Library.

Number 114 of Numismatic Notes and Monographs, published by the
American Numismatic Society, is Bank Note Reporters and Counterfeit De-
tectors, 1826-1866, by William H. Dillistin. The book may be obtained
from the Society, Broadway at 156th St.,, New York 32, New York, for
$3.50.

Jowa

The Annals of Jowa (October, 1949) contains an article by Emory H.
English on Iowa’s aviation history entitled “When Iowa Took to the Air,”
which traces the story of flying from W. Frank Brinton’s efforts to build a
blimp in 1899 to the present day. Lee McNeely, Clerk of the United
States District Court of Northern Iowa, contributes two articles to this
issue of the Annals: “Northern Judicial District of Iowa,” and “Southern

Judicial District of Iowa.”

The January, 1949, issue of The Minnesota Archaeologist is devoted to
an article on “The Enlarged Crevices of Northeastern lowa,” by Ellison

Orr.

“Reconstruction days along the upper Mississippi were days of tremen-
dous activity in amateur entertainments,” writes Barbara Brice, in con-
cluding her article on “The Amateur Theatre in lowa Life,” in the Octo-
ber, 1949, issue of Mid-America. The article deals with amateur theatricals
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in Davenport in the 1860’s and 1870’s, and is a useful contribution to
theatrical history. She discusses the various local groups and the plays or
tableaux vivants which they presented. Of particular interest is the de-
scription of the various performances commemorating the centennial of
American independence in 1876, and a Dickens carnival of 1880.

The August, 1949, issue of the Journal of Rebabilitation contains an
article by Albert D. Libby, on “Training Blind Adults in Public School
Shops,” which recounts the work of the lowa Commission for the Blind.
Many positions in industry can be filled by persons without sight; all that
is needed is training in the various operations. This training is now being
provided, through cooperation between the public schools and the lowa
Commission, with gratifying results.

The Biograpby of Lenox College. By William R. Ferguson. (Hopkinton,
lowa, The Hopkinton Leader, 1949.) Bowen Collegiate Institute was
opened in Hopkinton in 1859 with 64 students. In 1865 the name was
changed to Lenox Collegiate Institute; in 1864, to Lenox College. In 1946
the college was forced to close. This book is a brief history of a school '
which played its part in lowa educational development from pioneer days
to the present.

A. U. Coates, a prohibition leader and candidate for governor of lowa in
1901, contributes “An Autobiographer’s Life in lowa,” to the January,
1950, issue of the Annals of Jowa. Other articles in the same issue are:
“The Cosson Laws,” by Senator George Cosson; “The Des Moines Negro
and His Contribution to American Life,” by Lawrence C. Howard; and
“The State University of lowa and the Civil War,” by Harrison John
Thornton.

“A Handbook for Iowa Councilmen,” by Russell M. Ross of the State
University of Towa and Max A. Conrad of the League of lowa Municipali-

ties, has been published by the Institute of Public Affairs at the University
of Towa.

The January, 1950, issue of Pacific Northwest Quarterly contains a docu-
ment, “From Illinois to Montana in 1866: The Diary of Perry A. Burgess,”
edited by Robert G. Athearn. Part of the diary recounts the crossing of
lowa from Sabula in Jackson County to the Missouri River in Mills County,
across from Plattsmouth, Nebraska,
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“The Legacy of Populism in the Western Middle West,”” by John D.
Hicks is published in the October, 1949, issue of Agricultural History.
Albert B. Cummins’ role in the Progressive movement, the heir of Populism,

is discussed in this article.

Loren C. Talbot, “city editor emeritus” of the Indianola Record-Herald
and Tribune, has published a history of the Talbot family, of which there
are many members in Warren County. Mr. Talbot can trace his family
back to the days of William the Conqueror. Among the descendants of the
Talbots who came to America before the American Revolution are the Mc-
Gees, the Proudfoots, the Van Scoys, the Stickels, and others of Warren
County.

William T. Coe has published The Coe Family, a short account of his

family’s history in Johnson County.

Articles

The December, 1949, issue of the Journal of the Jllinois State Historical
Society contains an article by Allan Nevins, “Stephen A. Douglas: His
Weaknesses and His Greatness,” which Carl Sandburg called the “best
life of Douglas” he had heard, when Dr. Nevins read the paper at the
Sponsors’ Dinner of the Illinois State Historical Society in October. Other
articles in the issue are: “Slavery and Negro Servitude in Pope County,
[llinois,” by John W. Allen; and “Keen & Cooke: Prairie Publishers,” by
Madeleine B. Stern.

The September, 1949, issue of The Mississippi Valley Historical Review
contains the following articles: “The Significance of the Mississippi Valley
in American Diplomatic History, 1686-1890,” by Richard W. Van Al-
styne; “The California Progressive and His Rationale: A Study in Middle
Class Palitics,” by George E. Mowry, and “Behind the Legend of Colter’s
Hell: The Early Exploration of Yellowstone National Park,” by Merrill J.
Mattes. The December, 1949, issue of the Review contains: “Abolitionism
and the Presbyterian Schism of 1837-1838,” by C. Bruce Staiger; “Lin-
coln’s Gadfly — Adam Gurowski,” by LeRoy H. Fischer; “Minnesota Pub-
lic Opinion and the Secession Controversy, December, 1860-April, 1861,”
by Roman J. Zorn; “The Hudson’s Bay Land Controversy, 1863-1869,” by
John S. Galbraith; and “The Western Farmer in Imaginative Literature,”

by Henry Nash Smith.
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The October, 1949, issue of The American Hislorical Review contains
the following articles on American history: “Andrew Jackson, Strike-
breaker,” by Richard B. Morris (Jackson’s intervention in a strike on the
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal project in 1834); and “Carl Becker on Prog-
ress and Power,” by Leo Gershoy, which is Dr. Gershoy’s introduction to
the new edition of Becker’s Progress and Power.

The development of historical research and the teaching of history is
discussed in “The Heroic Age of the Social Sciences,” by Robert S.
Fletcher (Indiana Magqazine of History, September, 1949). The growth of
the seminar and the increasing use of source materials in the search for the
truth of history had its impetus from American scholars who had studied in
German universities in the decades following the Civil War. It was from
this source that the study of history became an independent discipline in-
stead of an adjunct to the earlier courses in the classics, ethics, and “moral

philosophy.”

In the Autumn, 1949, issue of The Chronicles of Oklaboma, Gaston
Litton, Archivist of the University of Oklahoma, makes a plea for the
preservation of local documents in an article entitled “Good Homes and
Newer Uses for Old Records.” Dr. Litton points out the importance and
value to the historian of old diaries and journals, old letters, records of
businesses — both large and small — and the need for the preservation and

proper housing of such records.

Charles McCarthy of Wisconsin was, during his undergraduate days at
Brown University, a student of J. Franklin Jameson. Letters which he
wrote to Dr. Jameson during his graduate work at the University of Wis-
consin and his work in organizing the Wisconsin Legislative Reference
Bureau, the first in the United States, are edited by Elizabeth Donnan and
L. F. Stock, and published in the September, 1949, issue of the Wisconsin
Magazine of History.

The September, 1949, issue of Wisconsin Magazine of History contains
an article of interest to state and local historians: “Unique Elements in
State History,” by Richard P. McCormick. The author points out the need
for more study of those phases of state history which are peculiar to the

‘national history in minia-

states, instead of the study of state history as
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ture.” He urges more work on the unique elements in political, adminis-
trative, economic, social, and cultural history of the several states.

A Gold Rush diary of particular interest to lowans appears in the No-
vember, 1949, issue of Pacific Historical Review. Alexander Ramsay, who
later became a resident of Albia, lowa, traveled westward in 1849, on the
great migration to the gold fields of California. He kept a diary of his trip
which has been edited by Merrill J. Mattes: “Alexander Ramsay’s Gold
Rush Diary of 1849.” The diary starts with his departure from Park
County, Indiana, on March 21, 1849, and closes on October 14, after his

arrival in California and his early experiences in the gold fields.

The activities of the agricultural development departments of the major
railroads is a subject which has been neglected. “A Survey of the Agricul-
tural Development Program of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Rail-
road,” by C. Clyde Jones (Nebraska History, September, 1949), is a pre-
liminary study of this subject.

)

The song, “Home on the Range,” which received renewed popularity
from the fact that President Franklin D. Roosevelt called it his favorite,
has recently been adopted as the official state song of Kansas. In the No-
vember, 1949, issue of The Kansas Historical Qua-terly, Kirke Mechem
discusses the history of the words and music of “IHome on the Range.”
The words were written by Dr. Brewster Higley and appeared in print in
the February 26, 1876, issue of the Kirwin Chief of Kirwin, Kansas, while
the music was composed by another Kansan, Daniel E. Kelley. The article
examines the various claims made recently for the authorship of both

words and music, claims which this article now shows to be spurious.

In the September, 1949, issue of the Journal of the Jllinois State His-
torical Society, Helen Nicolay, daughter of John C. Nicolay, Lincoln’s sec-
retary and biographer, discusses her father’s association with Lincoln in an
article entitled “The Writing of Abrabam Lincoln: A History.” In the
same issue of the Journal Charles E. Peterson continues his “Notes on Old
Cahokia” and Mentor L. Williams contributes, in “A Tour of Illinois,
1842,” excerpts from James Kirke Paulding’s account of early Illinois.

“Interurban Projects In and Around Omaha,” is another study by E.
Bryant Phillips of a subject which has received relatively little attention in
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transportation history. This article appears in the September, 1949, issue
of Nebraska History.

A colorful bit of railroad history is “Passenger Trains of Yesteryear on
the Minneapolis & St. Louis,” by Frank P. Donovan, Jr., in the September,
1949, issue of Minnesota History.

Two articles of interest in the Wisconsin Magazine of History (Septem-
ber, 1949) are “The Milwaukee Cement Company,” by Howard Greene
and William T. Berthelet, and “Enactment of the Potter Law,” by Robert
T. Daland. The former article relates the story of the Milwaukee Cement
Company from its founding in the 1870’s until the suspension of manufac-
turing in 1911. Mr. Daland’s account of the passage of Wisconsin’s famous
Potter law in 1874 gives a useful account of the state’s efforts at railroad
regulation during the Granger period.

Lloyd P. Jorgenson contributes an article on “The Origins of Public
Education in Wisconsin,” in the September, 1949, issue of Wisconsin
Magazine of History, in which he traces the educational legislation of Wis-
consin through the territorial and early state period. His survey shows that
the “free school movement was not the work of any one man or group of

men,” but rather was a “response to . . . local demands.”

The Missouri Historical Review (October, 1949) contains the following
articles: “William Hirth and the Missouri Farmers’ Association,” by Theo-
dore Saloutos; “Gottfried Duden Views Missouri, 1824-1827, Part II,” by
Alice H. Finckh; and “The Pioneer Physician in Missouri, 1820-1850,” by
Roland L. Lanser.

“Max Weber as Historian of Agriculture and Rural Life,” by Paul
Honigsheim in the July, 1949, issue of Agriculutral History, is a study of
the ideas of an outstanding German sociologist and economist on the his-
torical development of agriculture and rural life. Other articles in this
issue are: “The Hog Drivers’ Play-Song and Some of Its Relatives,” by
Edmund Cody Burnett; “Saving the Kerf: The Introduction of the Band
Saw Mill,” by Rodney C. Loehr; and “Land Frauds and Illegal Fencing in
Western Nebraska,” by Arthur R. Reynolds.

The presidential address of Conyers Read of the American Historical As-
sociation, “The Social Responsibilities of the Historian,” is published in the
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January, 1950, issue of The American Historical Review. Also included in

the issue is an article by Paul F. Sharp of Iowa State College, “When Our
West Moved North.”

Bernard C. Borning of the University of Idaho is preparing a book on
“The Political Ideas of Charles A. Beard.” A chapter from this book, “The

Political Philosophy of Young Charles A. Beard,” is published in the Decem-
ber, 1949, issue of The American Political Science Review.

Articles of general interest in the February, 1950, issue of Pacific Histor
ical Review are: “The Background and Early Career of Hiram Warren
Johnson, 1866-1910,” by Irving McKee; “Joaquin Miller: Sedition and
Civil War,” by John Raine Dunbar; and “The American Party, 1886-1891,”
by John Higham.

The Missouri Historical Review (January, 1950) contains two articles on
local history: “History and Folklore,” by Philip D. Jordan of the Univer-
sity of Minnesota; and “The Significance of State and Local History,” by
Clifford L. Lord of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin.

Number X of Robert Taft’s “The Pictorial Record of the Old West,”
covers the work of Henry F. Farny, one of the western artists of Indian
life, in the February, 1950, issue of The Kansas Historical Quarterly. An
article on the educational history of Kansas is “Lincoln College, Forerunner
of Washburn Municipal University: Part One,” by Russell K. Hickman.

“Building the Burlington Through Nebraska — A Summary View,” by
Thomas M. Davis is another contribution to railroad history, published in
the December, 1949, issue of Nebraska History. Military life on the fron-
tier is discussed by Edgar Bruce Wesley in “Life at Fort Atkinson,” in the
same 1ssue.

Harrison John Thornton, professor of history at the State University of
lowa, published an article, “Chautauqua and the Midwest,” in the December,
1949, issue of Wisconsin Magazine of History. Other articles are: “Apple-
ton,” by William F. Raney; “When the Railroads Came to Kenosha,” by
Carrie Cropley; and two documents, “Letters of James Stark, 1841-1842
edited by Georgia Dow Townsend, and “Wisconsin in 1847 : Notes of John
Q. Roods,” edited by Earl S. Pomeroy.
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“The Legal Aspects of Slavery in Missouri, Parts I and II,” by Emil
Oberholzer, is published in the January, 1950, issue of the Bulletin of the
Missouri Historical Society.

The January, 1950, issue of Agricultural History contains an interesting
article on “Agriculture in Luce County, Michigan, 1880 to 1930,” by
George F. Deasy. Another article in the same issue is “The Impact of Farm
Machinery on the Farm Economy,” by A. N. Johnson.

The Tndiana Magazine of History (December, 1949) contains the follow-
ing articles: “From Country Town to Industrial City: The Urban Pattern
in Indianapolis,” by Frederick D. Kershner, Jr.; “Lathrop M. Taylor, the
Fur Trader,” by Bert Anson; “A History of Social Welfare in Indiana,” by
Otto F. Walls: “A History of Publishing in Montgomery County, Indiana,
1831-1904,” by Herman Fred Shermer; and a document, “Latin Farmers in
Indiana,” translated and edited by Leonard Koester.

Newspapers

Mrs. W. G. Smith, in the September 13, 1949, issue of the Algona
Advance, and the September 7 issue of the Mason City Globe-Gazette,
makes a plea for the marking of the site of Fort Schuyler, originally built
in the 1860’s in the northeast corner of Emmet County as a defense against
the Sioux Indians. Before his death, Harvey Ingham of the Des Moines
Register was active in furthering a project for the proper marking of the
site, but World War II intervened and the plans were dropped. Mrs.
Smith’s article tells the story of the fort, and urges that its site be properly
marked. The fort was named for Schuyler Ingham, father of Harvey
Ingham.

“The first bridge across the Cedar River in Waverly was built by popu-
lar subscription in 1857.” Millard H. Curtis of Waverly has written a
short history of the bridge which was published in the September 16, 1949,
issue of the Waverly Democrat.

A brief biographical sketch of John Wells Traer, written by his nephew,
J. W. Traer, appears in the Traer Star Clipper for September 16, 1949.
Traer was active in the 1870’s in the promotion of the Burlington, Cedar
Rapids & Northern Railroad, now a part of the Rock Island system, and the
town of Traer, founded in 1873, was named after him. In the September 30
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issue of the Star Clipper additional stories of John Wells Traer are reprinted
from the 50th anniversary issue of the paper in 1928.

The Denison Review for September 20, 1949, and the Nevada Journal
of the same date, have an article on the invention of the first corn picker in
1885 by Patrick J. Lawler. Patent for the picker was issued by the United
States Patent Office April 15, 1890, to Patrick J. Lawler and John F. Berry.
The papers and a model of the corn picker are now in the lowa Department
of History and Archives at Des Moines.

Herb Owens in his “Along the Way” column in the Des Moines Tribune
for September 21, 1949, describes the valuable exhibit of historical relics
on display by the Tama County Historical Society in the Tama County
courthouse. Mr. Owens writes: “One fine thing about the exhibit is the
considerate placing of typed, readable tags on almost every piece shown.
Credit for the great share of work in the show is given here to Mrs. W. G.
McMartin of Tama. Credit for the pieces themselves goes to hundreds of
Tama county pioneers and their descendants.”

The Anita Tribune, October 7, 1949, published a history of the news-
papers of Anita, in observance of “National Newspaper Week.” Anita’s

first newspaper, The Times, was established in 1877.

The first newspaper in Chariton was called The Little Giant in honor of
Stephen A. Douglas. The history of this and other Chariton newspapers
appears in the October 6, 1949, issue of the Chariton Herald Patriot.

The Denison Bulletin, which first appeared in 1873 as the Crawford
County Bulletin, published a history of the paper in its issue of October 7,
1949,

A series of articles on the history of the Lake Mills school system has
been published in the Lake Mills Graphic, the last number of which ap-
peared in the November 23, 1949, issue. The articles were written by

August Luther, former superintendent of schools at Scarville.

A history of the McGregor fire department, written by Lena D. Myers,
appears in the November issues of the McGregor Times. In the November
24 1949, issue the author recounts the story of a home talent show given
for the purpose of raising money for “purchasing fire extinguishing appa-
ratus.”
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The history of the Chicago, Anamosa and Northern Railroad, known as
the CAN road, is told in the January 1, 1950, issue of the Cedar Rapids
Gazette. This road, begun in 1903 on a capitalization of $150,000, operated
until 1915 when it was abandoned.

A brief history of Clarinda State Hospital is told by A. J. Robins, in the
January 5, 1950, issue of the Clarinda Herald Journal. The main building
of the hospital is now 61 years old.

The February 2, 1950, issue of the Algona Advance contained an editorial
urging the formation of a county historical society in Kossuth County to
preserve historical records. A similar suggestion was made in the February
8, 1950, issue of the Belle Plaine Union, proposing the formation of a his-
torical society for the Big Four district of Benton, Tama, lowa, and Powe-

shiek counties.

The dedication of a new Bethel Mennonite church near Wayland on Jan-
uary 29, 1950, was the occasion for the compiling of a history of the Men-
nonites in lowa. Highlights from this history are published in the Washing-
ton Journal of February 4, 1950.

According to a story in the February 13, 1950, issue of the Council Bluffs
Nonpareil, the trustees of the Grenville M. Dodge estate are looking for
some organization to take over the care and administration of the Dodge
home in Council Bluffs. Built in 1869, the house contains fourteen rooms
and seven fireplaces. Many famous Americans, including at least five presi-
dents, were entertained there during Dodge’s lifetime. If some responsible
organization cannot be found to take over the preservation of the home as
an historical memorial, it will be necessary to sell the furniture and put the
house up for sale. The story in the Nonpareil is illustrated with views of the
interior of the lavishly furnished home of lowa’s famous railroad builder
and Civil War general.

Walther F. Carstens writes a brief account of the churches of Lisbon and
Mount Vernon in the February 19, 1950, issue of the Cedar Rapids Gazette.

The superintendent of schools in Marshalltown, J. C. Hoglan, is anxious
to have a book on Marshalltown history and government prepared for use in
the course in local history given in the sixth grade at the Marshalltown
schools. The story of this project is given in the February 23, 1950, issue

of the Marshalltown Times-Republican.
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Church histories published in lowa newspapers recently are as follows:

Marion Sentinel, October 20, 1949 — Methodist Church, Marion, founded
in 1840,

Marion Sentinel, October 6, 1949 — Presbyterian Church, Marion, found-
ed in 1842.

Mount Pleasant News, October 25, 1949 — Methodist Church, Winfield,
founded 1849.

Russell Union Tribune, October 6, 1949 — Methodist Church, Russell,
founded 1849.

Mt. Vernon Record, September 8, 1949 — St. John’s Church, Lisbon,
founded 1859.

Nevada Journal, September 16, 1949 — Bergen Lutheran Church, Roland,
built 1874,

Nevada TJournal, October 7, 1949 — Christian Church, Nevada, founded
1894,

Buffalo Center Tribune, November 3, 1949 — Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Titonka, founded 1899,
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