EARLY STREET RAILWAYS IN COUNCIL BLUEFES
By E. Bryant Phillips

Back in the year of 1859, General Grenville M. Dodge, who was to be-
come chief engineer for the Union Pacific Railroad, was dabbling in Council
Bluffs real estate.! His faith in a Pacific railway to be built west of Council
Bluffs was shared by others, and the town was experiencing one of those
periodic booms so common to the West. In keeping with this expansive
spirit, plans were made for a horse railway which was to be built to the
ferry landing.2 The village of Omaha across the Missouri River snatched
the Union Pacific and the spotlight away from Council Blufts, however, and
the street car project as well as the real estate boom dropped from sight.

Ten years later a new company, the Council Bluffs and Omaha Street
Railway, was organized and a line was built from the “head of Broadway”
in Council Bluffs to the river ferry, three miles distant. Two small cars were
purchased, to be drawn by mules, and operation was started early in 1870.
The river ferries were evidently unsatisfactory and the new Union Pacific
bridge was later used for wagons. The railroad directors finally voted to
permit the street cars to use their bridge between the Union Pacific Transfer
in Council Bluffs and Omaha.?

“Steam dummies” were used for years to draw these “bridge trains.”
The Council Bluffs and Omaha Street Railway then built a line to the Union
Pacific Transfer and hourly service was maintained to the Ogden Hotel in
downtown Council Bluffs. The horse car trip in Council Bluffs took twenty
minutes and a similar time was consumed by the “steam dummy” in crossing
to the Omaha side of the river.? Council Bluffs hotels sent representatives

1 General Grenville M. Dodge, Personal Recollections (Council Bluffs, 1914), 8, 9;
Homer H. Field and Joseph Reed, History of Pottawattamie County, Jowa . . . (2
vols., Chicago, 1907), 1:40.

2 Council Bluffs Bugle, July 20, 1859.

3 Field and Reed, History of Pottawattamie County, Jowa . .
Weekly Herald, Jan. 12, Dec. 21, 1870.

4« Omaha Weekly Herald, Nov. 20, 1872.

., 1:58, 20?; Omaha

5 Omaha Union, Feb. 6, 1874; Omaha Daily News, July 9, 1873.
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on the cars to solicit patronage; these men (usually colored) performed por-
ter service and often made nuisances of themselves. On special occasions, a
street car train was drawn from Omaha across the bridge by “dummy,” then
on into Council Bluffs by horse, but usually the passengers were transferred
at the Union Pacific Transfer station on Logan Street.® At the Omaha end
of the line, passengers waited at a shelter house for a horse car, whence they
journeyed to their destination. A major interruption in service occurred in
1877 when a tornado destroyed two spans of the bridge, forcing some of the
passengers to cross the river at Plattsmouth, some twenty miles to the south,
or to use the ferry which seems to have been operated intermittently.?

The poorly drained river bottom on which most of Council Bluffs was
built caused frequent interruptions in the street car service. Car tracks
settled ever deeper into the mire, resulting in uncertain footing for the
horses and a slush, mud, or dust laden rail for the car. A “transfer wagon”
was substituted for the street cars on occasion. When street car tracks were
raised an inch or so above the mire on Broadway in 1881, there were com-
plaints from drivers of other vehicles. There were also complaints about the
cars that were left standing on the streets at night, about high fares, and
about poor service. This dissatisfaction culminated in the signing of a peti-
tion by more than 2,000 persons who requested fifteen minute street car
service from 6:30 A. M. until 10 P. M. with fares reduced from ten to five
cents. S

Despite all the faults of the street railway, and it had many, the attacks
upon it in the Council Bluffs Nonpareil may have been motivated by a desire
for vengeance. John T. Baldwin, one of the owners of the Council Bluffs
and Omaha Street Railway, defeated Colonel John W. Chapman, publisher
of the Nonpareil, as a delegate to the Republican State Convention a week
before the Nonpareil began its attacks upon the street railway. Chapman
and Mayor W. R. Vaughan announced that they would start a line of “Her-
dics” to Big Lake,? a cut-off lake formed by a change in the river channel.
This resort was less than two miles from downtown Council Bluffs.

® Omaha Daily Bee, April 6, 1882,

? Picture of bridge destruction at Union Pacific Museum in Omaha; Omaha Eve-
ning News, Aug. 6, 1878; Omaha Daily Herald, Feb. 9, 1881.

® Omaha Daily Herald, Feb. 25, 1881; Omaha Bee, July 14, 15, 22, 26, Aug. 11,
1881.

® Omaha Bee, Aug. 12, 27, 1881,
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Herdics were specially designed omnibuses which took their name from
their designer. The newspapers were full of propaganda favorable to Her-
dics for the next month.1® Finally these magic conveyances began to arrive,
and six of them were run to the transfer station to meet the “dummy
train.” 11 Whereas the street car fare from some parts of Council Bluffs to
the transfer station had been fifteen cents, the Herdic fare was only five
cents anywhere in the city. This competition forced the street car company
to reduce its fare and to carry baggage free.1* However, the Herdics were
soon “off the streets for a few days” due to the “terrible condition of the
streets”; then their schedule was permanently reduced.’® Mayor Vaughan
was reported to be pleased with the revenues, however, and Herdics were
at one time operated to Omaha over a pontoon bridge. Some two-wheeled,
six-passenger Herdics were also put into service for a time, but poor roads
and perhaps inadequate revenues Gnally drove them off the streets and they
were sent to Des Moines where ex-Mayor Vaughan (now a justice) had
established a Herdic line.1# Even before the Herdic line began to fade out,
Chapman and three other gentlemen organized the City Gtreet Railway
Company, but after a few months of delay this project was dropped.*®

The Herdic competition had spurred on the Council Bluffs and Omaha
Street Railway for a time. Besides fare reductions, cars were run to the
iransfer station every half hour; an occasional speed war was waged against
Herdics: new cars were purchased; a line was built to the fair grounds.'®

As might be expected, the Street Railway had strained itself financially
with the sudden purchase of equipment and the temporary fare reductions.
After the Herdics ceased operation, fares were raised. A reorganization
occurred which brought the Union Pacific Railroad into the picture as ma-
jority stockholder by the purchase of $45,625 out of the $50,000 of stocks
in the Council Bluffs and Omaha Street Railway Company. This was re-

10 Gee files of the Council Blufts Nonpareil for September, 1881, and the Council
Bluffs column of the Omaha Bee for that same period.

11 Omaha Bee, Oct. 5, 11, 1881,

12 Omaha Daily Republican, Nov. 1, 1881,

13 Omaha Bee, Nov. 15, 24, 1881.

14 pid., Dec. 5, 7, 1881; Jan. 30, 1882: Aug. 29, 1883.

15 Jhid., Aug. 11, 1881; May 17, Oct. 12, 1882; Omaha Daily Herald, Feb. 11,
1882.

16 Omaha Bee, Feb. 3, 7, 21, July 24, Aug. 16, 19, 1882.
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ported to be a mere “incident to other transfers” made by the railroad
during October, 1883.17 The street car fares were reduced again to five
cents in Council Bluffs, with a ten cent fare on the transfer line. In an effort
to economize, some second-hand bob-tail cars (with no rear platform) were
brought over from Omaha and fare boxes were installed in place of conduc-
tors; for lack of a turntable these cars were run wrong-end-to part of the
time. It was recorded that a Broadway car kept dropping pieces along the
track until, when it reached the barn, “all its base boards were gone.”
There were some complaints about the company’s paving policy, or lack of
it, and about a new line that was promised but never built, 18

The Union Pacific was losing money ($1,058.69 in 1884; $3,343.34 in
1885) on the Council Bluffs and Omaha Street Railway, but it bought eight
new cars, built turn-out switches along the line, and started fifteen minute
service, “to see whether it was worth keeping.” 19 Attempts to dispose of
the street railway failed, and it was incorporated anew as the Council Bluffs
Street Railway Company with a funded debt of $16,000, representing recent
construction costs and operating losses. Patronage increased in 1887, due
perhaps to the improved service. The company had an operating surplus of
nearly four thousand dollars, but back taxes of five thousand dollars and
SOmE new construction left a net deficit of $4,178.70.20

The Union Pacific renewed its bridge across the Missouri River in 1887,
It planned to build separate tracks on the new bridge for street cars which
were to be operated directly from Council Bluffs to Omaha.?! During 1887,
the Union Pacific actually developed its local service to include hourly
“dummy trains” operated through from Ninth and Broadway in Council
Bluffs to South Omaha, with stops in Omaha at the depot, at Twentieth, and
at Twenty-fourth streets.22 But a rival bridge corporation, the Omaha and

' Henry V. Poor, Manual of the Railroads of the United States (New York, 1870~

1940), 1885, 758 (hereafter listed as Poor, Manual . . .); Council Bluffs Globe, Oct.
15, 1883,

12 Omaha Bee, Oct. 24, 29, 1883; Aug. 21, Dec, 16, 1885; May 14, 1856; Council
Bluffs Globe, Oct. 16, 19, 22, 23, 1883. For discussion of the paving policy, see
Omaha Bee, May 20, 1884, to Dec. 16, 1885.

‘"'Poor, Manual ., . . 1885, 759; Omaha Bee, Aug, 9, 12, Sept. 4, 1886; Aug. 24,
1887.

*9Poor, Manual . . ., 1856 764; 1888, 896,
“17bid., 1886, 764,

“2 Omaha Bee, April 20, 1887; C, R. Allen, Map of Council Bluffs in 1885, Council
Bluffs City Library.
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Council Bluffs Railway and Bridge Company, which had just been formed,
bought out the Union Pacific holdings in the Council Bluffs Street Railway
— $45,000 in first mortgage 6 per cent bonds which were guaranteed by
the new street railway company.=*

The idea of another bridge had often been discussed. Projected street car
lines to the ferry, or over projected new bridges, were not new, but when
the Omaha and Council Bluffs Railway and Bridge Company was organized,
things began to happen. The Council Bluffs Street Railway was absorbed
and a decision was made to electrify and extend the lines, to build a bridge,
and to operate cars thereon to Omaha. The Council Bluffs city council
responded by passing a special ordinance to expedite the new enterprise.=*
Senator William B. Allison of Iowa obtained Congressional and War De-
partment permission for the bridge; specifications were made, bids received,
-nd the contract was let.25 The Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railway
contested the street car company’s right to build its bridge and the company
had to change specifications to permit the use of their structure by trains
before they received War Secretary W. C. Endicott’s final approval.®® As
construction of the first pier progressed, permission was granted for the
Douglas Street approach in Omaha, and Council Bluffs real estate boomed.=?

During the forepart of 1888 bridge construction was delayed by climatic,
engineering, and supply difficulties. Then, too, the War Department had to
be convinced again that its specifications were being met. Throughout the
summer, the car line was being built from Broadway in Council Blufts out
Avenue A to the bridge; new electric cars were purchased and test runs
were made.?8 As “opening day” approached, governors, senators, congress-

23 Poor, Manual . . ., 1889, 876.

24 Omaha Weekly Republican, Dec. 5, 1874; Omaha Bee, May 28, 1879; Sept. 28,
Dec. 8 1885; Oct. 16, 21, 27, 29, 30, 31, Nov. 2, 1886; Sept. 8, 1887; Omaha Board
of Trade, Tenth Annual Report, 1886, 51. Field and Reed, History of Pottawattamie
County, Jowa . . ., 82; Map of Council Bluffs, 1892, in Council Bluffs City Library.

25 Omaha Daily Republican, Dec. 12, 1886, Mar. 21, 1887; Omaha Bee, April 6,
26, 1887. The bids ranged from $402,000 to $485,000, ibid., May 21, 1887. The
Edgemoor Iron Co. of Wilmington, Del., bid low and received the contract, ibid
May 22, 1887.

26 Omaha Bee, June 1, 9, 15, 17, 1887; Omaha Daily Republican, July 26, Aug. 20,
1887,

27 Omaha Daily Republican, Aug. 27, Sept. 28, Oct. 7, 1887; Jan. 28, 1888: Omaha
Bee, Sept. 16, Oct. 8, 21, Dec. 23, 1887.

28 Omaha Bee, Jan. 18, 19, 20, 22, Mar. 15, May 9, 25, July 28, Aug. 8, 20, 25,
1
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men, mayors, engineers, military bands, policemen, and firemen began to
converge. One day earlier, a Council Bluffs pastor (the Reverend Mr. Mac-
kay of St. Paul’'s Church) had preached a sermon on “Blessed Be the Tie
that Binds,” with frequent allusions to the new bridge. A day before that,
the “Bridge Company” had requested the bonus promised by the Council
Bluffs city council, and for a week Manager Tom Evans of the Bridge
Company ran an advertisement pertaining to the merits of certain lots in
“Evans Addition™ just across the bridge in Council Bluffs.2?

The Council Bluffs cars did not run regularly across the bridge for two
months due to various delays, and the management had to remind patrons
that the service on bridge opening day was “premature.”” Street car opera-
tion and central power station technique had vyet to be perfected, but the
new cars were “handsome,” well heated, and well illuminated. The ride
across the bridge was quite a novelty and as many as ten cars were used on
the “bridge line,” upon occasion. 3¢

On one Sunday in its first year of service, fifteen thousand persons rode
the Council Bluffs cars. In fact the load was so great upon the power supply
that four cars had to be “laid off” at four o’clock.?! Passengers paid a five
cent fare for a ride in Council Bluffs, or a ten cent fare if they crossed the
bridge. The conductor passed through the car ringing up the fares on his
“breast fare register,” and the ten cent customers received tickets which
were taken up as the car crossed the bridge. The car company sought to
raise its fare from ten to fifteen cents (round trip for twenty-five cents), but
at the same time there was a loud clamor in Council Bluffs for a fare reduc-
tion. The company was not free to set its own rate, for in accepting the
$60,000 bonus from Council Bluffs, it had agreed to a top fare of ten cents.32

Within a year the Council Bluffs tram company had accumulated consid-
erable ill will. The six mill levy to raise the $60,000 bonus for the bridge
was attacked on the grounds that the company of Council Bluffs men to
whom the bonus had been promised had been superseded by a Nebraska

“® Omaha Daily Republican, Oct. 5, 24, 30, 1888; John Letham, Historical and De
scriptive Review of Omaba, 20, 29, 31: Omaha World Herald, Nov. 1, 1937: June 20,
1938; Omaha Bee, Oct. 28, 29, 1888

%0 Omaha Bee, Nov. 2, 8, i1, 17, 21, 25, Dec. 10, 11, 18, 26, 1888; Jan. 13, 15, 16,
Feb. 11, Mar. 11, 1889,

#17bid., June 14, 1889,

“2Jbid,, Nov. 14, 1888; Feb. 12, 15, April 8, 19, May 7, 1889
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corporation of the same name — the Omaha and Council Blufts Railway
and Bridge Company.?® This attack was accompanied by a new crop of
competing street railway projects, each promising lower fares. A pontoon
bridge was advocated again; a Consolidated Street Railway Company was
actually incorporated to run cars on the outer flanks of the new Union
Pacific bridge; and the Milwaukee railroad came forth with another of its
periodic projects.®*

But these plans came to naught when the Union Pacific made suitable
arrangements with several rail lines, and opened its bridge to the free use
of wagons.® The street car company hinted at a five cent fare on the
bridge line during certain periods of the day, and it distributed six hun-
dred passes generously among Council Bluffs bigwigs, in spite of the pro-
tests of the chief stockholder, Tom Evans. When these free passes were
stopped a few months later, the street car company was in hot water.39

The argument about the lowa corporation and the Nebraska corporation,
each named Omaha and Council Bluffs Railway and Bridge Company, was
revived.87 A five cent fare to Omaha and a three cent fare in Council
Bluffs were requested and the company’s charter was being threatened.
The city council even threatened a two cent fare ordinance and planned a
joint meeting with the Omaha city council.?® Some businessmen conferred
with the company and received only a suggestion that if the bridge bonds
were assumed by the two cities, the company would institute a five cent
fare if earnings were guaranteed upon its capitalization. This free bridge
offer might have been a bargain in the automobile age of three decades
later, but the whole proposition was not acceptable in the street car days
of 1893. But just then the street car company received a blow that brought

33 Jhid.. Nov. 12, 1888; Aug. 3, 1889; Omaha Daily Republican, Aug. 3, 1889.

34 Omaha Bee, Oct. 6, 10, 1888; Oct 7. 1889; Jan. 1, 1890; Oct. 5, 1891: Omaha
World Herald, Dec. 10, 1891; Omaha Board of Trade, Tenth Annual Report, 1886,
764: Eleventh Annual Report, 15587, 73; Twelfth Annual Report, 1888, 67. The bridge

with outer flanks was to be 56 feet 3 inches wide; street car tracks are referred to in
the 1886 and 1887 reports only.

35 Omaha Bee, Mar. 31, July 23, 1891. Bridge toll-takers had taken in only $1.45
in a month, ibid., Oct. 25,6 1889,

36 Omaha Daily Republican, Aug. 2, 1889 Jan. 2, 1890; Omaha Bee, Dec. 25, 28,
1889; Jan. 15, April 13, 1890.

37 Omaha Bee, Feb. 9, 15, Mar. 6, July 19, 1893; Omaha World Herald, May 12,
1893.

88 Omaha Bee, Feb. 24, May 1, July 27, Sept. 7, 8, 1893.
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it around, and it promptly sold commutation ridec fifty for $3.50, and
hastened to pay some contested tax assessments. 39

The jolt that had worked this miracle was an adverse court decision re-
voking the charter of the lowa corporation for having parted with its rights
illegally to the Nebraska corporation. The Nebraska corporation was de-
creed to have no rights whatsoever in Council Bluffs, and the property was
placed in the hands of a trustee.1© The directors skipped their annual meet-
ing in 1894, but before the year had passed, Judge J. E. F. McGee’s deci-
sion had been reversed by the State Supreme Court, and the company re-
gained all of its rights except that of transferring the $60,000 bonus to the
Nebraska corporation,

The history of the Council Bluffs tram lines during the nineties consists
chiefly of litigation and competition. The street car company was sued for
accidents too numerous to mention. It was enjoined by property owners on
Pierce Street when building a new line thereon; and then it was compelled
later to operate its Omaha cars on that line.** The new line being built on
Fifth Avenue resulted in several damage suits, and the Fairmont Park line
was ten years in building due to negotiations over a cut necessary for cars
to enter the park.4® As one might suspect, the street car company’s
troubles were too frequent to be casual. It all began innocently enough in
the form of an unimportant car line to Lake Manawa.

In 1881, a Missouri River flood left a cut-off lake (Lake Manawa) south
of Council Bluffs 44 Early in 1887 the city council in Council Bluffs was
asked to pass an ordinance for 2 cable or motor road from the Union Pa-
cific “dummy depot” at Ninth and Broadway, south to Lake Manawa.
The ordinance was granted. and a $45,000 motor line was announced.

97bid,, May 6, 12, 13, 1893; Feb. 2, 1894. Omaha World Herald, Aug. 31, Nov
25, 1893; Jan. 5, Feb. 27. 1894,

*? Spencer Smith v. The Omaha & Council Bluffs Railway & Bridge Company of
lowa and The Omaha & Council Blufis Railway & Bridge Company of Nebraska, 97
Towa, 545; Omaha World Herald, Dec, 29, 31, 1893,

41 State of Towa ex rel J. W. Crossland ». Omaha Council Bluffs Railway &
Bridge Company of lowa, and the Omaha and Council Bluffs Railway & Bridge Com-
pany of Nebraska, Appellants, 91, Jowa, 517: Omaha World Herald, Oct. 3, 1894,

12 Omaha Bee, Aug. 25, 1889 Sept. 14, 1897; Feb.. 17, Mar 2, 1898; Omaha Daily
Republican, Sept. 3, 1889

** Omaha Bee, June 19, Aug. 18, Sept. 18, Oct I6, 17, 18, 1889; Aug 9 1897.
May 19, 1900, Omaha World Herald, June 22, 27, Aug. 17, 1900

4 Sorenson, Story of Omaba 538
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After some hesitation, the charter was amended to permit the use of steam
engines and cheaper “temporary tracks” than had been previously allowed
in Council Bluffs streets. A bonus of $15,000 was subscribed by local
citizens to further the project, but many subscriptions were defaulted a
year later. Two “noiseless” Baldwin steam motors were ordered and one
of the owners announced that service would begin in thirty days.*?

The Manawa motor line had built two miles from Broadway south on
Ninth Street to Twentieth Avenue, when a shortage of materials developed.
A more serious problem was that each of the various railroad lines which
radiate into Council Bluffs from the east had to be dealt with for crossing
rights. The route had to be changed a bit to suit the Rock Island railroad
and the crossing cost $5,000 more than had been anticipated. Finally a
creditor, the Chicago Lumber Company, filed a lien against the company,
and it passed into the hands of F. C. Reed late in 1887.%°

The new owner reordered materials and prepared to complete the line,
But again, railroad crossing rights could not be negotiated and passengers
had to be transferred by hacks at the “Milwaukee crossing” and brought
into the center of the city. The laws of lowa allowed a motor company to
cross any railroad track, but the legal difficulties seemed insurmountable at
the moment to owner Reed. Sheriffs’ condemnations, citizens’ petitions,
city council orders, and the wrath of the Council Bluffs Board of Trade
finally combined to effect agreements with all but the Milwaukee railroad
which owned eight of the fifteen tracks the Manawa miotor line crossed.*7

The Lake Manawa line was well patronized for a time with hacks carry-
ing the passengers from town out to the motor line tracks. Later, the
Council Bluffs street cars carried motor line passengers out to the railroad
crossings, from whence they continued by motor to Lake Manawa. Finally
- the city council brought representatives of the Milwaukee railroad and the
Manawa motor line together with the result that the injunctions were dis-
solved in exchange for a promise by the Manawa line officials that they
would maintain flagmen at the crossing.*®

After some irregular service the first year, more cars and motors were

45 Omaha Bee, Feb. 10, 28, April 20, 29, May 4, 7, June 14, 1887; Sept. 6, 1888
48 Omaha Bee, June 23, 27, July 2, Aug. 1, Oct, 15, Nov. 17, 1887,

47 1hid,. Feb. 22, Mar. 18, 26, 28, 29, May 17, June 6, 1888; Omaha Daily Repub-
lican, Mar. 16, 27, 1888.

48 Omaha Bee, May 21, June 9, 24, July 6, 26, 1888,
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purchased and a regular half-hour frequency was instituted.*® The Ma-
nawa line connected with all Council Bluffs car lines and connections with
the Union Pacific “dummy trains” were such that passengers were sup-
posed to be delivered from Omaha to Lake Manawa in thirty minutes.
The fares were reduced from twenty-five cents for a round trip to ten
cents each way, and at times business was so good that five-car trains were
operated.>?

The Lake Manawa line may have been 2 bonanza in 1890, but some-
thing happened to change all that a few years later. The round-trip fare
was raised to fifty cents from Council Bluffs to the Lake in 1892, then the
company went into receivership in 189651 The line operated intermit-
tently, then was sold in 1899 for $17,500, reportedly to men connected
with the Omaha Street Railway.52 Though the Omaha interests seemed to
be somewhere behind the scenes, the actual owners turned out to be a Chij-
cago syndicate, Townsend, Reed and Company. This group advanced
$600,000 and capitalized the Omaha, Council Bluffs and Suburban Railwav
Company for $1,600,000.52

The combination of the East Omaha Street Railway with the Manawa
line into the Omaha, Council Bluffs, and Suburban Railway Company, led
immediately to a dispute with the “Bridge Company”— the Omaha and
Council Bluffs Railway and Bridge Company. There were injunctions and
track laying by night on Sixteenth Avenue in Council Bluffs by both com-
panies, as they maneuvered for strategic streets,’* As the new “Suburban

499bid., June 9, Aug. 8, 1888; Feb. 20, 1889. Ten steam motors are listed in Poor,
Manual . . . 1889, 46; a year later this source mentions only four steam motors and
eight cars, ibid., 1590, 1195. Two new cars were twenty-six feet long, each with
double trucks, Omaha Bee, Feb, 26, 1889. Some of the new cars were “open” sum-

mer cars, and one had a capacity of 80 passengers, ibid., April 9, 1889,
*? Omaha Bee, Mar. 3, July 24, 26, 1889; Aug. 24, 1890.

"1 Omaha World Herald, July 20, 1892. The round-trip fare was down to ten
cents in 1899 with free admission to the Plaza, ibid., Sept. 11, 1899, Charles R.
Hannan was receiver from June 1, 1896, until November of 1900. The Citizens State
Bank was the chief creditor, Omaha Bee, June 19, 1901.

°# Omaha World Herald, Aug. 27, 1899; Omaha Bee, June 19, 1901.
°% Poor, Manual . . ., 1900, 887

4 The directors of the Omaha, Council Bluffs & Suburban Railway were R. S. Reed
and George Townsend of Chicago; A. B. DeLong and C. R. Hannan of Council
Bluffs; and F. F. Espenschied of St. Louis. Townsend acted as president; Reed was
secretary and general superintendent; Espenschied was vice-president. Poor, Man-

ual . . ., 1900, 887. Omaha Bee, Nov. 20, 1899: Omaha World Herald, Sept. 17,
1899,
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Company” planned to electrify its Manawa line and to connect with the East
Omaha bridge, the old “Bridge Company” countered with a proposed line
to Lake Manawa and chartered the Lake Manawa and Manhattan Beach
Railway for this purpose. The new company, the Lake Manawa and Man-
hattan Beach Railroad, was incorporated for $500,000 to serve the pur-
poses of the “Bridge Company.” Both companies sent representatives to
St. Louis to buy an important strip of land on Sixteenth Avenue in Council
Bluffs, but neither was successful. There followed a fierce legal battle for
the use of Main Street from Tenth to Sixteenth avenues. Streets were torn
up by the new Lake Manawa and Manhattan Beach Company without au-
thority and several injunctions were served. The new “Suburban Com-
pany” also attacked the validity of the “Bridge Company’s” Council Blufts
franchise, saying that the only publication it had received was at eleven
o’clock one night with the secretary of the Bridge Company acting as the
only newsboy to proclaim the ordinance to those who might have cared
to read it.?®

As the litigation waxed hottest, the new “Suburban Company” made
preparations for running cars from Farnam Street in downtown Omaha
through East Omaha and to Council Bluffs with high speed (forty miles
per hour) electric cars, and it was reported that many motormen were
coming to Omaha from neighboring cities to seek employment on this new
line.7® There were also rumors that each company had tried to sell out to
the other.3? As if to intensify and complicate the struggle, Gurdon Wat-
tles of the Omaha Street Railway bought $750,000 worth of stock (a con-
trolling interest) in the new “Suburban Company.” Wattles immediately
announced that if the “Bridge Company” built a line to Lake Manawa, the
“Suburban Company” would parallel every one of its lines. That same
day the lowa Supreme Court sustained an injunction against Mr, Wattles’
“Suburban Company” which prevented further building until the case was
settled. The Council Bluffs city council obliged the new “Suburban Com-

55 Omaha News, Nov. 20, 1899; Omaha Bee, Nov. 22, 25, 29, 1899; Feb. 14, 1900;
Omaha World Herald, Dec. 24, 1899,

56 Omaha World Herald June 1, 1900: Omaha News, June 24, 1900.

57 The new “Suburban Company” tried to sell out for a quarter of a million. The
old “Bridge Company” tried to sell out for a million dollars. Omaha Bee, June 24,
1900.
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pany” a tew days later, however, by granting the right to build on streets
as requested.?8

Just as the argument between the two Council Bluffs companies reached
a climax, it was rumored that 2 consolidation had been effected. A tem-
porary traffic agreement was announced in which the older “Bridge Com-
pany” operated cars on the “Suburban Company’s” line to Lake Manawa.
A few days later the older company’s employees replaced those of the new
company entirely, and a real consolidation seemed apparent. W. S. Cox
had replaced Townsend and Reed in the “Suburban Company” directorate,
and now Mr. Cox and Gurdon Wattles had delivered their holdings to the
older “Bridge Company,” thus effecting a consolidation.?® Since Wattles
and several other directors of the “Bridge Company” were also di-
rectors of the Omaha Street Railway, there were many who anticipated
another merger. This union, which came in 1902, gave rise to the present
Omaha and Council Bluffs Street Railway 60

The era of expansion, development, and competition was ended,
Atter consolidation in 1900, Council Bluffs street cars ran smoother, faster,
and more often. The very precision and stability of the later period make
dull reading. The glamour had departed.

°% Mr. Wattles’ backer was Sumner Wallace, a New Hampshire capitalist. Omaha
World Herald, June 27, 28, 29, July 3, 1900,

°® The “Bridge Company” assumed $368,000 debts of the “Suburban Company.”
Gurdon Wattles became president and George F. Wright became secretary of both
companies until they were eventually merged. Omaha News, July 20, Nov. 2, 1900;
Omaha World Herald, July 6, 15, 28, 1900; Omaha Bee, July 6, 25, 28, 29 1900.

“ Poor, Manual . . ,, 1901, 907; U. S. Census, Transportation, 1902, p. 242
Omaha World Herald, July 27, 1900,




