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Blue 3% State
of Mind

- P i f ¥

an intérview about the making of a Kansas Democrat
s edited and illustrated by Aimee Valentine

| come. from a fami ly of Demecrats in Kansas
Believe it or not, back in the day, Kansas had
#wo Democtic Congrescpecple, a Democrat
Governor, and maybe not wajority g inthe
State House, but it was darn

Fmﬂ-ﬁ:g Chaiv AEF 2
\ - couple campdigns and

i -'.;': Judﬂ?. )
SH.‘L ﬁ-} ‘p{maga.g
and we'd sitaround +he

; o 3aun5=r )
KitchenFable and falk g0l

“eolitics . 1+ was Fluid,
and tur l‘parm‘i&
s

-

'y{rﬂ vn.lidaﬁnﬁ W: bir opInTONS
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s used to bea more...
7 humane state.

It's become Very RED inthe last
B\ 15-20 years. And Hhat had a lot
= 4o do with Operation Rescue
B Coming in.

“There was a doctor in Wichita,

| Knew hic davghter in college ,
named Doctor Tiller, and he
was the ONE docioy, in

 Probably +he TRI-
State Grea

B\ Lansas 15 Burning
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' H 3 Aed ) Tl 2ot '.". —.l,._?.‘
w._ peraton E‘Rﬁ‘.:_illf_. decrded +r P NHEY was CT o

: Wi -|-|'f.'.l*;|‘.p;k ot e -"'.-"I';'.l_?'cl T
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. : quar Ter
sake dheiy national headquard
g i ‘ \". erachice, EVEN when he was <ot

Lol = le 4ry 4o

in Wichita, Kansas, 1o 11y 7o - ; e e

. s ae healed up one
shvt him down.... 4 ' , 10 Hhe arm he

3 . Ccbwhnued
%E}( S NE LT f\ ' A procticing. [ _’\‘\
YX\LL l{ l " / (W4

EN,
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Someen e Lrom
Cloeration Rescue, '
will = thiy won' b
ADMIT it wWas
CreeraTion ﬁ.(“:-(il’?.
buk W SomEend
anh - chaice 0!:503.1j.3a1r1|’_n..
walKed wmto P Titlers
Saurda, while e was
\*.a'f\‘.rﬂ collectione,
\ and Shet
and Killed '
fim, -
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ANGELS &, BAPTISTS
=

+
|

...and #hen wu have Fred Phelps and his family...

a lawyer, and a_
DemocrAT. He ﬂxdim'l'lj
ran for

Fred was in \aw scheol
Wit ™Yy dad. When
e 5~+ ouﬁt e was

/“u‘\/_ - s

=

; ;7 " °f a sudden., ‘ff—*j -
' |sfe il

- (s ba rzﬁjsgth_ 1:h@‘~w \\ -

| 1 1-,/ ) - : \r\l

His children protest ANY7H/NG They protested Randy Shitr=' funecel
+hat Vs +o do widh :swruﬂﬂ But alse Bill Qlinton's mother's

DA Euﬁ e funeral. And H'!“I'l\'h Clintor's fotber's
-7% b ,!9/.1{5%!{41 j i : 4:1-1'\,{1'9\]. NOW_ Hne v ,1“ J[‘G.K‘i\-‘- h:‘ P‘-D—'(c‘hﬂj
even if it doesnt have angthing to %

; _ Mmilitary funevals, becavse, as
Do with they make it ABBUT it.
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'THEY were the ones in La‘femif‘,, do Yo remempe 7

| ln 1998, when Matthew ‘“\I_Fﬂrd was Hed ﬁ;-FEnce;.
€h

e

I wm Lah’emnﬂ,w'«{nw»@, s and left 4o die,

= J

‘ /
The Phelps Baptist churclré\gwﬁn+ up and Frm‘ecfrc,d

i’\\"fi NO /4_ his funeral. ¥
- &tﬁe f%bzﬁ"ﬂ s E
AN \" S N
So ~ people sewed dheets on E’J\_tj buf’#rﬂu Lﬂ!lﬂq:
ond stood Tal ‘FI’OF‘I+

o+ +hem,

50 the JFamILL!'«Duldlﬂ 7
have to see themas
-’r‘n{L_wJ wentinte

e church.



My Uncle John wias a
farer, and Wie ansueye T ;
¥ o he <tased a ¢ N &

an AD in the newspaper *h‘“"'"‘-"_'_ and became ag‘ss’m‘(e 31;212-11;1? nﬂ:‘:\h’
after avhile, he became Speake of ’

said they needed someone
i '  the House i Kansas.
4o run for > 2 V.
HS‘fa"'e_. = g,ga,‘&_
ouse, g o
He called and 1o\Ked s L
o +hem, ond said, K 'ﬂ\ &ﬁ“ £
- A I A 5 5
ﬂ& & & 33
i ."V-' ,‘:w) ‘-’P\k;}‘
AR S
LA
S x
& .

Aecided het

wanitd 4o Yo 8

/ tor oo And

| con remember e

day e Came OVLY 4p our
v ynom Aan

Welly John cawe over,
Wi Sot down, We Gave
him ALL the reasons
why we Aidnt Hhink he
Sould run, and he
answered EACH ONE.
\ and 4hen we said
“Then you NEEP
+o run.’




| went out deor-to.door,
just like | had for
MeGovern, whew | was 5,

| would walK up and Kpock
on-the doot; and Some body
would open and sayrygs

Whata cote
little gir],
Hend afe 59.1.‘9
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/l'm here o
information

Ve 'ﬁOU. Sir
aut G-eorﬁ.

colern. He's running e
FRESIDENT,

\'m just EDUCATING: Ynert.
| really enjoyed doing it

H woasnt liKe dhey were
USING ... Fwas liKe

[+ was veally grassrocts
back+hen. 5?:;; realliy Were
TALKING AND TOUTH IN

In 1938, | was I,

'
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...no "doot deet”
on & computer.

Nobcdj evacd'e::l People dropped
John Car lin ballets inthe ballet
4o win.

Returns were
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JHE BNG Ay AR

| started the FirsT 1

Young Democrats Club | Joia st 0
;I'ﬁ 1‘;‘.1_| 'r"l,]EIL\ C_{_}}Cﬂl. E g - \":.-U :

We would get together and Kyetch | > And Blaart o SVZEEIon nlan

yeah, it5 ot the proudest momen

of mydife , but we stele Repoblic
siqns ;u‘f of yards,

about politics, talK about issues, of
if there wos a polihical cam paign -t
heeded help in our community..-

We've just calling +o
let yow Know~

We'd do deor-tp-door, we'd do
,I:moﬂc, 'Dr.‘m'.-(:.nﬂ.
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| ran for Student Btbdj Hesident And the cther one, whose

My Senior \fear, awF'fffl" wo Kids Yd daddy dwned the <kating rink
gotten nte race. J ond A& hanc
One, whese. out free coupor
daddy owned for sKating

BasKin Roleins,
= he could .

We dhould be w"ﬂ'ﬂj
. On +he merits

On, | putupa bunch of signs with sicKles and hammers /
And said Maryist things, | wanted to rile it up- Yeah, it was a Iong
way around. Nobedy else inderstood it 1+ was +he fall of 1984.

| vemember we watched in Civies And some gay in atrucK hat steod uf
tne Rraquy/Mondale debte | [ And sald, |
GRS

Reagan SAID he'd
take a senility test) A%
vecavse of +he shooting

a Senih”rj test,
Debbie Ben_gfsﬂﬂ !

E It was a lﬂnﬁ
| Way arounda ...
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PHASES &PART | ES &PROT £STE

Se | 30 to wllege, and | DON'T 9

90 b my fathelr's al ma mafer, ... My dad

NeseasSin | g0 to Universit LounDED ovt of
front door, and \'m

of Kansas, in Lawrence .
HUGE DIFFERENCE. +hm‘|<in3 His is going
4o be one ot Hose

| temember getting all my
shff packed int the car, Fender fotner | davshte
moments .
v 9
e
-

nd turning aromd, lounn5 a-’:
bre houvse. | g,m.u up

; You 2 you rggﬁ:fer as a
Republican when you get
. o Lawrence !

he gave wme
22\ the name of &
A \awyey In Case

" | info trouble with
Protests.
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At +the time,
ey weve dnin5
AFaH‘heid prefests

ON CAMPUS . '

M}- dad Phovght =
| would jump u
and ‘e firf o‘f d :
that
sy

But | never
WAS.

I always
wanted to
EDUCATE people

Apartheid Fmi‘es‘-‘i's on

campus wWe'e. a bunch ot

well -meaning fecple- N =

whe wevent 2ducatin
nn\j'md_‘ﬂ o the

ISSue , ‘

=t

B And +rat, as a

d vosult, Hhey worent

”l m.\'.ﬂ maKinj a
difference -

T\'ﬂj were JUsT
1SS I Feap-]t
off. | didnt Haink

“Hut was
effective.

A \
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did pinthe Young Democrats my Now, | | .. byt alt
Franman year, ovtthey witde affiliated |
wihh us,

with e Communist and Secialist den'+
sarties on 4 campus.

| mean, | ran for
Fresident in 'high chool
n+he Communistgarty,
vt th was ahjo;‘(e,
v Know? | nad
e INTENTION of
a{'—{ﬂ'n*mﬂ mﬂ'-“H:
wih dhese people.

Yhese Communists

wonld a7rag int these mﬁnﬁg

and | would jrst be (ke

t5 a LOT different
+han +he coast.

When you're talking
+o people, You have
fo Ccommunicate on @
ACCEPTABLE. and

) if you come out with om e =4
uy named 'BooG Highberger;
_“who desses like Jesus, NO ONE
IS gonna listen o you in the
State of Kansas abeut isslied
Yhat are important

"BoE" was head of +he
Communists at KU, anc
alo a grad student.
He later ran for +he
Lawvence City Counci!
and even MANOR.  an

, _‘@); o

and MATTERL.

B | M ]
i ol
£ No [ That's the #hing.
q \ PHASE And Jhat's what
l > "This is abij.-fa-t- Phase, and | don't , B
want +o be affiliated with you workin ;
your shit out! | wanna EDUCATE people. |
Se | auit +he Demecrats, and once +he Comminists

and Secialists drifted away, | jpined ~the Democrats
ajﬂ!‘ﬂ., e :.- "

H's ao
1 saw itas, [\

| won.
As a

e,
communist’ JZ—

.
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We. Jo'med Lorces with

Planned Faferdheed and

wrth Emi '-3‘5 Lict.

orstesfed Domine's Pizza.

ant1 - cholce

Because the ?‘rc

AR +-<hirts made
" and passed &
N tHhen out-..

But
the franchise

ave dwned
indivigually...
and this LITTLE GUY called

me vp and said,

: -

And we did.

. ;"‘f‘"

X" Because , you

Kﬂnw; wt ‘FEH bd‘?(
for him,

A“ﬂ"““ﬂ' that was cu]'lejf; 3
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-

TUNNING DOWNHILL

ASter college | worKed on the guberm’mrral Cdmpaijn
P d Hat was Wy Uncle John, he ran {or a third term,
A |\ Kansas, you tan only vave ws onseartive terms, '?u
A Uou (an Yun again . 3o, he Ir:H g;ﬁce in Be, and ranin"9C

G FrodiFrelps o

adainst him,

; o woman .
7 named Joon Finney,

n Hhe Suber’mhm 8
Pri mary.

o | | remember the day of the ;

§, primary VERY well.. . | walked into
N +he morming mee,-hnﬁ we used +o have
everyday and  said

Let's pass the hat! Lets
betas ﬁ How Mum we're

wacians ome in,

& \CCTION "o th
v, wotcn AT

L*hfr’ in the dt’lj: "-'m’
who w'ere; doing 2 o
i {11 rnuP :
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We had this HUGE. part
A T = =

venue , and a BAN D.. and speakersg

-

& A ’

ra Ng.lrd
all in tHhe
yppPer levels u‘F
+he hotel, Watching
dhe returns. ‘

-

4. f‘//j.“,'l(

Vi

‘
iﬂg e

Y

out and =aid
A

I+ over:
we've Jost

2

Wiat do yod
- mMedr 2

; |

s Mo, that

“ CAN'T e

4,' L .

\xi We lost? J

\ ?) i

| .

 (Hows ‘E’nai‘? 3 W
pocSIBLE !
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G
Uncle Jobhn's 7’\/-]{E GROUND F\\JNN\
Campaign manag ér said, . a) !;

: Debbi;, | Know 5(:;_ ~o |OW == S

I el TicS and | Kvow
JI'E;E Emmm COMTINULE --- THE‘ BlG HME
56 - | E']DJI-' connections w 'E"E!\" onthe around polifies,
South DaKeta, or | 30* So | wend 40 lawa |, to a

p connections in lowa '»; \Hle place Called Boone, ond

Ly Whefe le{au WA A8 °/4 tijed with Some Democrat
achivists, o couple win'd beew Kicke d

e farot and were rune 4o Kickstart

. \ ' Be ' Hheic lives at age 5. | Tied inHher
' basement, and Qs wieel. e wfe
i nukd Harow +Hae Mational Eruqlu'lltl"
WA , "2 4
oW R R

3 b
was trained o Jf\; “EPJU —~Y.

P

<

I
@?A Tl

R THIS is ..Uhn*wr
N want i.f-'_."" +o do

RAH,RAH, RAH.

| was all of 22
ond |
was TOTALLY
enthusiashc,
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So | went ou_’r To the county, and | gathered everybody
~in this emall litle cramped dirty ‘headoguarters in Econe, lowa .

A THIS s wow many absentee mllots
we'fe. fonna FUII," .

THIS is what |f

We're gonna de

and THIS is how
we're gonna  do i+

Pind they all just locked at me and chook
‘eir Weads,

—

(!@:m ol do tings W
trat around were -

" c:::n..} badk_ 4, Bco-;w; Years i
t, VISited with fnem ¢844
S Just ike -Famllﬂ- p\ndn*
“as Snut o Ci‘clj Cﬂ‘-"‘u-ll'mﬁ
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A
MQ 100 HUMAN %\\,L%OP\?T

lowa. | went backl
$o Kansas . | was in WAY overmy head at ~

and got FIred. ..
ud ""?Mg;r broKen up Wth me...
&

Jolunteevin
You Know ,

arn 4

In 92, \ike s _Z/////
' 08

_ » People cq = (4
UeROCKS o suppoct %e"&?ﬁ;ﬁt&'ﬁ"ﬁf And cur SIENS Kept 9etting =
H was an vpswell 4+he Democrats had never Imagine THAT, | put up &
seen, es?eciallj W Kansa s cﬁj , Kansas.

A

- We 5.D+Cl. 'D'lj
Yes nsi’:.'ﬁb?lg
Said "what can 1do?"

EVERWE can contribute,
EVERYONE Vs a place. in

politics,
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ed out all +he dﬁermecbc Door 4o dooy, phene loanKing, uman bi \lpoard,

IE nevev
done +hat

before .
' doing i+ 5
+tm|giru’r {1\ show

f
You how o do it, Maev one or two phoné ca.!'lS

V'm veal Sorry, 4
Dekbbie, but this

dr‘.u1n5 people fo the polls~
Sothis bid Guy omes N ...

s dusrl' not

_T::' ‘Elﬁ' up oy A
T Lycu COrNEY N
B Kansas Ci’ra, beina
= a \auman Gillboart
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| had pecple who were doing that
around +own, and 'd checK on +he

-
How's it 5"“‘:’)?
Do you need water?
Do yow need o break?

How's it going 7
ire yu tomfortable

C’ﬂr)ﬁ%rﬁb/e ;
| fuckin LOVE
+his /!
The quy Who OWNS the |
sandwich Shop Keeps “

And so— e

Huin' to Kick me And
o, an | told C i
m FUCK e
You,
“this 1s
Fubh'c,

Pro[:mrtLj



/
g
_ \
entorng o7 b | B3 g 8 G e o proo®
‘er for Sa Corresponden o- y L} in Hne roem. ;‘;‘E

J.r:::ifﬁ President \r_____-;

staffers, and
was aout to get

That's Bill Clinten ) g~
I really wanna gp O\

?\L
~

2

sovne NACHOS ot
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p‘- e Time TRINE,

2

apouT MEETINA viumi ,

| 20 gqet Kinda *f:F:trj- ;

WR\e was over =

hlmSPH" UP Samﬂ-e’ 'F'.\:'nﬂ

. e
and | went over :,:‘:GS
-Ta Fped on his

= | shoulde™

want 4o Y
Yatr | am SO
proud o be

WO WE here and
| worKed so hard to
see that Yot GUyS '\
were elecked, because

| just BELIEVE =

what 501}‘ WN’\* fo do

Lor Hais country.
&

There s
a PiEfUl’L
| have , tofn
G\'\d bfﬂ.+en UF‘,
at the botlom

ot o box.




A+ +he
same. +ime, there's
\ " tot of hyman

an affair? People in power et
go +nat. Were we Surprised] aerp;
ok Congress was

earening o St | hag 22 ity
erying DOWN /74
lpecaUSE “+he
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Theve were things | learne d about
Hae South, and apout Maryland \
dwnat | wag jvst SHOC ED
Jnen | \ooKed at poverty rates

and where the pouerty o

was, Wow it wag d’

drawn on a Mapg. ‘ ;
o And uwe were starhna (%
~“n SEE imﬁ‘:rc-u: WAL

R

E. Duj- ancl_ J{-h[’ Rﬁ‘{wb'ﬂmns i
po& _Minute of it,
o

The. LE:wEthl} Hhin g cam
Congress Just loved every

Loy talking albou t
ANYTHING we need |
fopass in legislation
or \D“figiﬂ'sl becaus e
we'fe JUST gonnd falk (
bout Bill clinton,

we're fovina o're qonng .
slow down Stop = <
, THIS. TUAT, Il L W
'ijh‘ e're E}onn::_'j

’

=~

4 ﬁ\‘-.dﬂj long,
. s net going
c-hange,-{he

PEOPLE.
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[TLL RUIN  YOuR DINNER

;\-_?C u!lﬂLl_ evaluate Obame. based on ._50”"' 'IC{QI‘J.lE_? )

He'= act a ot on his plate . .- Yout yow Kow, on MOST days,

Theve are fimes | C}E'+ .?.rugh—q-rgd h;_, 3&’('5.- VP and 'P‘I.'S 'P’f sonal cecye hﬁrj
at e "h1l"|5‘3 he's done ... comes in and says "My, Fresident, 'ye
- ‘Z'Jm angtney SHIT SANDWICH for vy

And he has
fo Keep eating shit sandwiches all day long

Ve wWor Ked iy IIr ‘:
Cnhc_l,rzss. as h e warKed

/¢ dong i & an infern at the
e canwgning, \' ., : # - white Heuse,

e wiorKec
it
iHaans

L]

e

| understand -Pno.-} whole. mechanism. I'm cfone.r

=




