
by John Zeller

J Ê L  s a lifelong photographer in Des 

Moines, I have been drawn to the 

state capitol for years to capture 

the emotions that its sculptors, artists, and 

architects intended. Scattered across the 

expansive capitol grounds are a handful of 

Civil W ar monuments that are particularly 

powerful and evocative. One of these is the 

135-foot Soldiers* and Sailors* M onum en t. I’ve 

photographed it often— from different angles 

and at different times of day, as long shots and 

close-ups. Four of those close-ups appear 

here and on the cover.

I encourage you to visit the capitol and 

stroll the grounds for yourself, spending some 

time with these mute testaments. Perhaps 

they will speak to you as they have to me.

And take a picture.

O n th e  u p p e r p a r t  o f th e  base o f th e  Soldiers' and Sailors' 

M o n u m en t, fo u r  statues d e p ic t ind iv idual lowans w h o  

fo u g h t fo r  th e  U n io n .T h is  one represen ts  th e  in fan try . Shelby  

N o rm a n , C o m p a n y  A , 1st Io w a  In fan try , was k illed  in Io w a ’s 

f irs t b a tt le , a t  W ils o n ’s C re e k  in M issouri in A u g u st 1861.

P o rtrayed  h e re  w ith  a sm ile  and flow ers, 18-year-old  

N o rm a n  is g en era lly  accep ted  as Io w a ’s firs t fa ta l casualty o f  

th e  w ar, a lthough  h is to rian  Leland  Sage m akes a  strong a rg u ­

m e n t fo r  o th ers  in his 1977 a rtic le  in The Palimpsest.
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lozon Heritage Illustrated



Re p re s e n tin g  th e  c a v a lry  on  th e  Soldiers* and  Sailors* 

M o n u m e n t is 1st L t. Jam es H o r to n ,  C o m p a n y  K , 8 th  

Io w a  C a v a lry . A t  age 22  in July 1864, he  w as a c tin g  re g i­

m e n ta l a d ju ta n t  w h e n  he w as s h o t w h ile  le a d in g  a c h a rg e  

a g a in s t th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  in G e o rg ia .

T h is  s ta tu e  o f  H o r to n  re m in d e d  a U n io n  g e n e ra l “ o f  

th e  day w h e n  L e e  s u r r e n d e r e d .. .  .T h o u s a n d s  sw ung  th e ir  

sabers  in ju s t th a t  w ay.”
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W i l l ia m  H . C . M ic h a e l se rved  in C o m p a n y  B, N t h  Io w a  In fa n try , in 

M isso u ri and  a t  S h ilo h  and  w as d isch arg ed  fo r  in ju rie s . B u t on  

th e  m o n u m e n t, he re p re s e n ts  th e  navy because h e  re e n lis te d  as a  m a te  

in th e  M ississippi S q u a d ro n . H e  s e rv ed  a t  V ic k s b u rg  and  o th e r  en g ag e ­

m e n ts  a lo n g  th e  r iv e r. H e  also a c te d  as c o m m a n d e r  a t  th e  C la re n d o n  

b a tt le  on th e  W h i t e  R iv e r and  w as p ro m o te d  fo r  g a lla n try .

Iow an H e n ry  H o lc o m b  G riffith s  (n o t  show n) rep resen ts  th e  a r t i l le ry  

on th e  Soldiers* and Sailors* M onum ent.
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M any more photos by John Zeller o f  the capitol and grounds are on display at the 

Iowa City center o f  the State H istorical Society o f  Iowa, 402  Iowa Avenue.
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