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Tracking Down |
the Underground Railroad

The underground railroad was spread across southern lowa. The large white arrows suggest
the general direction. Fugitives usually tried to reach Chicago; from there, some went on to
Canada. Red dots indicate “stations.” The system was loosely organized and often functioned
based on connections between individuals in a locale. Most local conductors probably knew of
the next two or three stations; few would have known the stations in all parts of the state.
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