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Bronson Alcott Visits Mt. Pleasant
Among the guests whom William 
and Cordelia Throop Cole enter­
tained in their parlor at Cedarcroft 
was Amos Bronson Alcott, the 
transcendentalist philosopher, au­
thor, and educator from New En­
gland. Like many writers and lec­

turers, Alcott visited communities in the West, but 
many of his lectures were "Conversations" with small 
groups gathered in a parlor, complete with cake and 
coffee.

Between 1870 and 1881, he visited Iowa, specifi­
cally Davenport, Dubuque, Fort Dodge, Iowa City, 
Muscatine, Burlington, Des Moines, Mt. Pleasant, 
Ames, and Cedar Rapids. He spoke on culture, charac­
ter, religion, literature, liberal thought, and New En­

gland authors, especially Ralph Waldo Emerson, his 
friend and neighbor in Concord.

He was often introduced as Louisa May Alcott's 
father and asked to make a few remarks about the 
popular author. He did this gladly, writing home that 
he was "riding in Louisa's chariot, and adored as the 
grandfather of Little Women."

In November 1872, Louisa wrote in her diarv: "Got 
Father off for the West, all neat and comfortable. I en­
joyed every penny spent, and had a happy time pack­
ing his new trunk with warm flannels, neat shirts, 
gloves, etc., and seeing the dear man go off in a new 
suit. ... We both laughed over the pathetic old times."

Having embraced New England liberal thought, 
Cordelia Throop Cole hosted Alcott in 1873,1878, and 
1881. Here is one of his letters to her.
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