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CHAPTER IV 

INTRODUCTION. 

NO TES ON THE GEO LO G I CAL SECTION O F IOWA. '* 

By SAMUEL CALVIN, 

The columnar section is not drawn to scale. The approximate 
average thiclmess is indica;ted in the appropriate column. 

The Sioux quartzite occupies only a few acres in the northwest 
corner ,of the state, 'and in this locality it is Cretaceous sediments 
which are found, in place, abutting ,against it. That it is pre , 
Cambrian in age admits of no doubt, and that it is the equivalent 
of the Baraboo quartzite of Wisconsin is equally certain. The 25 
feet exposed in Iowa is only a small part of the thickness of ,this 
formation. 

The Cambrian sandstones are exposed by ,the er,osion of the 
river valleys in the northeaS'tern part of the state. The basal 
con tad with the older pre-Cambrian 'quartzites is not ,seen in 
Iowa; a thickness of fully 700 feet of this formation lies below 
the level of the Mississippi River at Lansing and New Albin. 
These sandstones have been referred ,to ,the Upper Oambrian, or 
Potsdam series, in the geol,ogieal reports of Iowa and Wisconsin, 
and they have been very generally spokcen of, collectively, as The 
Potsdam sandstone in discussions 'on the geology of the upper 
Mississippi valley. Th e special formation name, St. Croix, and 
the names ,applied ,to the smaller dh:-isions, have been adopted 
from -the reports on the geology 'of Minnesota. 

* Re-printed with some emendations, trom The Journal of Ge%oy, October- November, 
1906, Chicago . Illinois , 

13 (193 ) 



194 INTRODUCTION. 

Thp Prairip dt£ Chien limestonc.- F.ollowing the Potsdam 
sandstone of the Oambrian System is a succession of beds, 
chiefly dolomites, which was originally recognized by Owen un
der the name of The Lower Magnesian limestone. Owen's name 
for ,this assemblage of sltrata Wlas current lamong western geol
ogists for many years after the publication of his reports, and in 
some recent publication ,the old name has been retained. It 
has been ·shown that the Lower' Magnesian limestone consists 
of three geologioal unit in its exposures near the Mississippi 
river, a sandstone member, The New Richmond sandstone, lying 
between masses of dolomite. The lower dolomite has been 
called Oneota lim estone b~' McGee, while the upper member was 
described as the Shakopee limestone by the geologists of Minne·· 
sota. In the Lancaster folio, recently published by the Uni,ted 
States Geological Survey, Owen's Lower Magnesian has been 
given ,a geographic name, and is henceforth to be known as 
The Prairie du Chien limestone. In 'fhe earlier reports on the 
Iowa Geological Survey McGee's name, Oneota limestone, was 
extended so as to make it the full equiVlalent of Owen's Lower' 
Magnesian. Restricting the use of the :term Oneota to the geo
logical unit to which it was originally applied, and substituting 
Pmi1'ie du Chien for the original non-geographic term applied 
by Owen, the reason for Ithe arrangement adopted in the colum
nar section will be ,apparent. 

The St. Peter sandstone needs little comment further than to 
say that McGee, in his Pleistocene History of Northeastern Iowa, 
extended the applicrution of ,the term downward so ,as to make it 
include the Shakopee 'and New Richmond of what is now termed 
The Prairie du Chien s'tage. It was assumed that the two sand
stones .are related, ,and the intervening Shakopee limestone is 
only 'an incident. Apart from the raot that they are made of 
quartz grains, ,the ,two ,sandstones have nothing in common. The 
New Richmond lies in thin beds; the surface 'of the beds is often 
ripple-marked; the individual grains, in the most perfect way 
imaginable, show secondary enlargement; ·some parts of the 
formation hav·e been conv'erted into a fair quality of quartzite. 
N one of ·these things characterize the St. Peter. 

The Platteville and Galena limestones.-The confusion which 
has ,arisen in connection with the use of the terms" Trenton" and 
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"Galena" as applied to certain Ordovician limestolln of 1he 
mid-western states, and the probable causes of such c JUfusion, 
are discussed in the" Geology of Dubuque County," in Volume 
X of the Iowa Geological Reports. The assemblage of strata 
covered by the two names conjoined is divided by ,a persistent 
band of shale land shaly limestone carrying Orthis subaequata 
and O. tricenaria of Conrad as characteristic fossils. This band 
has been called the" Green Shales" in some Minnesota and Iowa 
reports. All ,the beds above the "Green Shales" lare dolomitic 
at Dubuque, and, so far as 'Concerns this locality, they have been 
consis,tently known as the Galena limestone ever since Ithe pub
lication of the report on the Geology of Iowa by James Hall in 
1858.' In localities where these beds are unaltered limestones, 
they have usually been spoken of as Trenton. Lithology, and not 
stratigraphy, was ,the basi,s of Ithe clas'sification. It is now pro
posed to use the term "Galena" for ,all the .strata above' the 
"Green Shales," whether they are dolomitic, ,as ,at Dubuque, or 
are non-dolomitic, ,as lalong the river at ,and above Decorah. 
Bain's name, "Platteville," is ,acceptable for the beds below the 
top of the "Green Shales." 

The Maquoketa shales were so named by White in his report 
on the Geology of Iowa, published in 1870. The beds are, in 
part only, ,the equivalent of the Cincinnati shales ,of Meek and 
Worthen, of the Richmond shales of some recent ,authors, of 
the Hudson River shales of the New York geologists. 

The Niagara limestone.-Lithologically, the Niagara series of 
:Lowa is wholly unlike that 'of New York. There ,are no sand
stones, no shales, pra0tically no unaltered limestones. In the 
mid-west the Silurian is represented bya great body of dolomite 
in which there is more or less commingling of the Clinton and 
Niagara faunas of the region farther east. In some cases a 
number of life zones may be recognized. Syringopora tenella 
characterizes one of these; Pentamerus oblongus, lanother; an
other has Caryocrinus, Eucalyptocrinus, and related forms as 
diagnostic types; and others, like that carrying Dinobolus con
radi, 'are marked by sltill different species. But ,these zones are 
not well set 'off one from ,the other, ,and in many 100alities there 
is more or less of intermingling of forms from ,adjacent zones. 
The lower pallt ·of the Niagara limestone, including the zones 
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between the base of the formation 'and ,the top of the Pentam~ 

erus-bearing beds, is quite distinct from the upper portion which 
includes what have been called the Le Claire and the Anamosa 
limestones. In the ·earlier volumes of ,the current series of Iowa 
Reports the lower phase was designated the Delaware stage, 
and the upper has been called by Norton the Gower stage. The 
term" Delaware," however, as ,the name of -a geological unit, 
was used by Orton for a phase of the Ohio Devonian as early as 
1878, and it is proposed* to use "Hopkinton" in place of the pre
occupied term "Delaware" for the lower phase of ,the western 
Niagara. All the characteristics of this stage lare well dis
played in the quarries and ravines within ,a radius of ,two or 
three miles around Hopkinton in Delaware county, Iowa. 

The Devonian system.-The Devonian is represented in Iowa 
by an assemblage of sediments carrying characteristic Devonian 
faunas. It is not possible, however, definitely to correlate any 
part of Ithe western Devonian with any part of the sediments 
referred to the same system in New York. There is certainly 
nothing west ,of the Mississippi which can be said to represent 
the Helderberg or Oriskany of the East, and the New York 
Corniferous, or Onondaga, js but doubtfully indicated by a few 
specie's. The faunal relations of our Devonian, so far as it is 
possible to recognize such relations, are with the divisions gen
erally known las Hamilton and Chemung. The conditions of 
sedimentation were different in the two areas, mechanical sedi
ments and turbid waters prevailing in one, clear seas and or
ganic deposits characterizinO' the other; geographic-any the 
basins were separate; a very large proportion of the specie 
are quite distinct and are useless for pur:>oses of correlation. 
Of the species which are common the order in which they arrived 
in the respective basins is not the same, some of the upper 
Devonian forms of New York appearing early in Iowa, while 
some of the earlier ones came late. In a general way, therefore, 
but not in any way definite or specific, the Middle and Upper 
Devonian may be recognized; but not even in the most general 
way can we point to anything corresponding to the Lower 
Devonian of the New York section. Indeed, the remarkable 
lung fish, Dipterus, which elsewhere is found only in the Upper 

• See repor t on the Geology of Winneshiek county, vol. XV!, page 60. 
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Devonian, occurs in Iowa in formations which have been tenta
tively referred to the Middle Devonian, as well as in formations 
which have been correlated with the upper division of this sys
tem. The system has been divided in Iowa on the basis of an 
apparent unconformity; faunally the two divisions are not very 
distinct. The intimate faunal relations between the Independ
ence shales, near the base of our Devonian, and the Lime Creek 
shales, above the unconformity near the top, are noted in the 
reports on Cerro Gordo and Buchanan counties. The three units 
referred to the Upper Devonian-the Sweetland Creek shales, 
Lime Creek shales, and State Quarry limestone-do not lie one 
above the other, but each is locally developed and appears to 
lie unconformably on the Cedar Valley limestones. 

In Cedar, Linn, and Scott counties the Devonian follows the 
Silurian conformably, but in the northern counties, lloward, 
Winneshiek, and F 'ayette, there is a record of subsid ~nce due 
to crustal warping after the Devonian was fairly well advanced, 
and the rocks of this later system overlap the whole Niagara, 
and, in the counties named, their eastern edge rests on deeply 
eroded Maquoketa. 

The Lower Carboniferous, Mississippian.-It is possible, in
deed probable, that there is an unconformity between the De
vonian and Lower Oarboniferous, but it has not been positively 
demonstrated. The actual contact of Devonian and Kinderhook 
has not been observed. The faunal break is not exceptionally 
great. The stroma top ores, favosites, and most of the other cor
als characteristic of the Devonian do not appear in the Kinder
hook, and the same is true of the Stropheodontas, Strophonellas, 
and Atrypas; but the Orthothetes, Rhipidomellas, Spirifers, and 
Cyrtinas have pronounced Devonian relationships. Productella 
pyxidata and Ptyctodus calceolus, collected in the Kinderhook 
of Missouri, furnish other points of affinity between the Kinder
hook and Devonian faunas. 'On the other hand, leaving out 
Productella, the Productidre of the Kinderhook are decidedly 
Carboniferous, and the fish fauna in general points unmistak
ably in the same direction. The Burlington limeBtone and the 
Keokuk limestone of the earlier geologists ,of Iowa and Illinois 
have been united under the term" Osage" or "Augusta. " While 
the two alternative names are not quite synonymous, it is prob-
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able tha,t geologists -will unite on the ' term "Osage" for the as
semblage of limestones, cherts, and shales under consideration. 
So far as concerns Iowa, the St. Louis limestone brings the Mis
sissippian to a close, and this formation remains as originally 
defined, the line between the Osage and the St. Louis being 
drawn at the pronounced unconformity at the top of the Warsaw 
beds. When ,the later Mississippian, the Kaskaskia or Chester, 
was deposited, the shore lines, so far as now known, lay outside 
the limits of our state. That the greater part of the Mississip
pian was charaderized by comparatively arid climate is sup
ported by many lines ·of evidence. 

The Pennsylvanian se1"ies includes the productive Coal-Meas
ures and presents the usual characteristics, biologic and lith" 
ologic, of equivalent deposits in other parts of the world. One 
of the most pronounced unconformities in the Mississippi valley 
occurs between the Upper Carboniferous and the older forma
tions. When the Pennsylvanian series began, the shore-line was 
probably as far south as Arkansas. There are indications that, 
at that time, Iowa stood higher with respect to tide level than 
it does at present, and deep erosion trenches were cut in the 
Silurian, Devonian, and Lower Carboniferous forma'tions. When 
subsidence allowed the sea to return, it advanced upon a scarred 
and eroded surface, depositing shales and sandstones of the 
Des Moines stage in old drainage channels, and over the surface 
generally, as far Ito the northeast as Delaware and Jackson 
counties. In the counties last named remnants of Coal-Measure 
strata are found in troughs cut in Silurian, even in Ordovician, 
beds, land similar remnants occur in old river channels cut 
in the Devonian limestones of Muscatine, Linn, and Johnson 
counties. The extreme advance of the coal-measure sea was of 
comparatively short duration. For the greater part of the Des 
Moines stage, so far as it is represented in Iowa, the shore-line 
oscillated back and forth over the area now occupied by the 
valleys of the Des Moines and the Skunk rivers. Within this 
area there are records of numerous slight movements of eleva
tion and subsidence. 

The sediments referred to the Missouri stage follow those of 
the Des Moines without break. The crustal oscillations seem 
to have been less numerous; ·the waters were clearer; the climate 
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was less hUPlid; arenaceous deposits are scarce; limestones and 
shales make up the bulk of the sediments of this stage; progress 
was made toward the more arid ('onditions ,of the Permian. 

The Permian.-The gypsum beds in Webster county, together 
with the associated red shales and sandstones, have been re
ferred by Professor Wilder to the Permian system. By some 
writers they have been referred to the Triassic, by some to the 
Cretaceous. These beds contain no fossils, 'and their stI'lati
graphic relations are such as to lend no aid in determining their 
exact position in the geological column. They lie unconform
ably on deposits of the Des Moines stage; in some places they 
rest on St. Lonis limestone, for erosion had cut through the 
whole thickness of the Des Moines sediments before conditions 
favoring the deposition of gypsum began. 

The Cretaceous system.-The Dakot'a and Colorado stages of 
the Upper Cretaceous are represented in northwestern Iowa by 
a series of sandstones, shales, and chalky limestones. In his 
report on the Geology of I owa, published in 1870, White divides 
the Iowa Cretaceous into the "Nishnabotany sandstone," the 
"W oodbury and stones and shales," and ,the "Inoceramus 
beds." The sandstones along the Nishnabo,tna river, 'as well 
as those at Sergeants Bluff and Sioux City in Woodbury county, 
together with some interbedded shales, are referable to the Da
kota stage; while the main body of shale and ,the calcareous 
Inoceramus beds represent ,the Fort Benton division of the 
Colorado. It is not certain that there is any true Niobrara in 
Iowa. During the long interval between ,the Upper Carbon
ifer.ous and the Upper Cretaceous <the surface of Iowa was 
deeply eroded, and it was on such a surface that the Cretaceous 
sediments of the state were unconformably deposited. Since 
the Cretat:eons, these ::,ediments, which were comparatively thin 
at the most and imperfectly consolida,ted, have been extensively 
removed by erosion, and now occur in more or Jess isolated 
patches. On the geological map of Iowa the Cretaceous is in
dicated over the entire area upon which it was originally 
spread, the thick mantle of drift covering that part of Iowa 
making it now impossible to outline the individual remnants. 
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The Pleistocene deposits .-Iowa was exceptionally fortunate 
in its; location with reference ,to the movements and marginal 
limits of ,the successive ice-invJasions of the Glacial epoch. The 
state, therefore, offers unusual facilities for the study of the 
relative age and differential characters of ,the several sheets 
of drift which make up the great body of mantle rock within 
the limits of the glaciated area. The succession of the glacial 
and interglacial stages which have been recognized by members 
of the national and state urveys is indicated in the columnar 
section, and the subject will be found discussed in the national 
and state reports. 



THE GEOLOGY~OF IOWA QUARRY PRODUCTS. 

By S. W. BEYER AND IRA A. WILLIAMS. 

The Proterozoic. 

The Proterozoic is represented by the Sioux Quartzite, which, 
while known to underlie a considerable area in the northwest 
corner of the state, exhibits outcrops over 'a very limited terri
tory in the exh'eme northwest corner of Lyon county. Small 
openings have been made and small quantities of the indurated 
sand tones have been removed from ,time to time. While Iowa 
is capable of producjng much larger quantities, owing to lack 
of transportation facilities the trade is supplied from the quar
ries at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 'and the Pipestone district 
in Minneso'ta. 

The stone v.aries from a light pink to a deep purple in color, 
with shade of red prev·ailing. It 'also varies grea'tly in state 
of induration, texture :and structure. As a rule ~t is typically 
quartzitic, presenting ,the char'acteristic porcelain-like fracture 
on freshly broken surfaces. Occasionally it is poorly cemented 
and may be crumbled between the thumb and fingers . In texture 
it presents normally a fine even gr·ain, although conglomeratic 
facies on the one hand ·and slaty on the other are known. In 
general ,the quartzite occurs in fairly heavy to massive beds, 
in approximately horizontal posi,tion or dipping at a low angle. 
In pl'aces the beds thin greatly, lack constancy and even show 
false bedding. 

The normal quartzite ,affords the most durable structural 
material native to Iowa, and is especially well adapted for 
heavy masonry and s'treet paving and all purposes where 
strength and durability 'are required. It is also well adapted 

(:ZQl) 



20~ GEOLOUY OF m\VA QUAH]{Y l'HODl:CT:-::. 

for use in fronts and trimmings of buildings. It takes and holds 
a high polish and is desirable for decorative purposes. On ac
count of. its great hardness it is expensiv,e to dress and ueeau 'e 
of thi. fact will never be used extensive ly save for the most 
costly and permanent structures. 

The Cambrian. 

rOT:-;D A lVl SERIES. 

THE SAI:'>l'r CROIX SANDSTONE. 

Only the uppermost division of the Cambrian i.s known to 
occur in Iowa. The principal outcrops are confined to th e Mis
sissippi river and its immediate 'tributaries in Allamakee and 
Clayton counties and are refe rred to the Saint Cro ix . tag-e, 
suppo eel to be the eC)uivalent of Hle Potsdam of New York. 

The Saint Croix comprises three rather easily separable mem
ber. , the Dresbach sand stone, ,the Saint Lawrence limestone and 

FIG. 7-St. Croix sandstone at McGregor, showing absence of well defined bedding planes . 



· THE ORDOVICIAN . 203 

shales and the Jordan sandstone, named in ascending order . 
.As a rule all of the beds comprising the series are wholly unin
durated or are but poorly indurated and as a consequence are 
of but" small importance as a .source of quarry products. Cer
tain layers immediately below the Saint Lawrence shales are 
slightly indurated and have been used to some extent for struct
ural purposes. 

As far ,as known such use has been confined to Allamakee 
county. The chief openings were ~ade along the Mississippi 
and immediate tributaries from New Albin to Lansing and from 
a horizon varying from one hundred ,to one hundred and fifty 
feet above the river. 

The sandstone carries a calcareous cement, lacks durability 
and is not readily accessible 'and deserves mention only as hav
ing been used to a very limited extent as a structural material. 

The Ordovician. 

The Ordovician system of rocks comprises two series, a lower, 
the Canadian, and an upper, the Trenton. The former may be 
readily subdivided into two stages, one which . is prevailingly a 
massive dolomite and known in ,the later pUblications of ,the 
U. S. Geological Survey as the Prairie du Chien limestone, * 
and the other, a well-marked sandstone horizon, the Saint Peter. 

The Prairie du Chien limestone (lomprises a lower massive 
dolomite which the present Survey has designated the Oneota 
limestone, a medial sandstone, ,the New Richmond, and an upper 
dolomite, the Shakopee limestone. Near the base of the Oneota 
limestone, above about ten to fifteen feet of arenaceous lime
stone, there are thirty to fiorty feet of ,evenly bedded dolomite, 
~cellEmtly adapted for the v'arious grades of dimension stone 
and the really only important quarry horizon in the Prairie du 
Chien limestone. . 

The beds representing the Saint Peter sandstone are usually 
not sufficiently indurated to merit consideration as a building 
stone. Occasional beds are indurated locally and have . been 
developed to a very limited extent. 

* In the reports on Winneshiek and Clayton counties, volume XVI of these reports, this 
stage is called the Lower Magne_ian , but tnis term is now superseded by the one here used 

.in accordance with a recent decision of the Board on Geologic Names of the U. S. Geological 
Surv,ey . See Lancaster-Mineral Point Folio, page 3 



204 GEOLOGY OF IOWA QUARRY PIWnUCTi:l. 

The Trenton series comprise the Platteville, Galena and Ma
quoketa s<tages, 'according to the present terminology .adopted 
by the Survey. All of ,the members have furnished some 
structural material, although quarrying operations have been 
limited to the Platteville and to the dolomitized portion of the 
Galena. The most important horizon, lmown as the "Lower 
Buff Beds," attaining a thickness of more than twenty feet: oc
curs near the base ,of the Platteville and is Iseparated by a few 
feet of shale from the Saint Peter sandstone. 

The upper Platteville, while usually thinly bedded and often 
decidedly argillaceous, is quarried ·to 'some extent. The Galena 
ljmestone, a. it occurs in Dubuque county, affords stone suitable 
for massive masonry and has been so utilized to a limited ex
tent. To the northward it becomes less magnesian to non-mag
nesian .and is practically worthless for structural purposes. The 
Galena is separated from the Platteville by a calcareous shale, 
the" Decorah Shale" of Professor Calvin, the" Green Shales" 
of the Minnesota geologists, which is worthless save asa pos
sible source of material for cement manufacture. 

The uppermost member, the Maquoketa, is of small impor
tam~e as a source of quarry products. The Middle Maquoketa 
cherts may prove to be serv1ceable road material, while the 
calcareous ,to dolomitic layers in the Lower 'and Upper Ma
quoketa 'have been quarried locally. The shales of the Lower 
Maquoketa afford material suitable for the manuf.acture of Port
land cement. 

It is prohably 'true that no other rock system is potentially 
richer in quarry products than the Ordovician. This wealth of 
material has been but little developed in Iowa. The lack of 
development is due to sever,al {lauses. In the first place, first 
class material constitutes only a small proportion of the entire 
assembLage of beds. As yet the demand for the waste which 
could be utilized as crushed stone is small. In the second place 
the counties in which ,the Ordovic1an beds occur are poorly sup
plied with transportation facilities, away from the immediate 
vicinity of the Mis issippi river. Third and last of the im
portant factors, is the introduction of cheap substitutes for 
building stone. Stone of usable quali<ty can be obtained in 
every township, oftentimes on every farm over considerable 
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portions of the Ordovician area. As a consequence, the outlook 
is not encouraging for the immediate future. 

ALLAMAKEE COUNTY. 

The Ordovician covers the entire county with the exception 
of narrow belts along the Mississippi and Oneota rivers and 
their immediate tributaries, where the beds have been removed 
through erosive lagencies and the Saint Croix sandstone exposed. 
Good quarry stone 'Occurs 'at 'several levels, notably near the 
base of the Oneota and of the Platteville limestone formations. 
Above the ten or fifteen feet of arenaceous limestone or cal
careous sandstone at the base of the Oneota there are thirty 
or forty feet of evenly bedded, fine-grained, buff, dolomitic lime
stone in layers varying from a few inches to three feet in 
thickness and in blocks often time's many feet in width and 
length. _ In the eastern portions of the county in the vicinity of 
New Albin, Lansing and Harpers Ferry the beds have been 
worked to some extent but are not of especially good quality. 
In the northwestern portion of the county, the same beds afford 
material of superior quality for the various grades of masonry, 
although on account of the absence of suitable facilities for 
transporting the pr9duct, they have been but little developed. 
Great blocks detached from the parent ledges through -the under
mining of the friable sandstones below, retain their angularity 
and otherwise Clemonstrate their durability though they have 
been exposed for hundreds of years. At the present time only 
sufficient quarrying has been done to demonstrate the wonderful 
possibilities of this horizon as a source of wealth which may 
in time be utilized. 

Above these beds in the basal portion of the Oneota there 
are occasional beds suitable for structural purposes but as a 
rule the 's-tone is massive, with only occasional irregular bedding 
planes, which renders quarrying difficult. Besides, the beds are 
rather coarse textured, vesicular, and oftentimes arenaceous 
or cherty. The upper Prairie du Chien beds generally show 
layers of sandstone ,and shale interstratified with the dolomitic 
beds, and possess little -to commend them for quarry purposes. 

As a rule the Saint Peter sandstone is not sufficiently indu
rated to deserve notice as a quarry stone. There area few small 
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FIG. 8-Effect of weathering on hard beds of Saint Peter sandstone near Heffner's . 

patches which 'are exeeptions to the general rule, the stone 
being sufficiently cemented to be used for rough masonry. Jot 
has been so used to a limi,tedextent. Such oQutcrops may be 
viewed three miles east of Waukon in the south half of section 
27 in Makee township and in the southwest quarter of section 14, 
Franklin :township, near Smithfield. At the latter place the 
sandstone 0arries a siliceous cement and forms cliffs thirty or 
forty feet inheight and in 'some cases breaks into massive an
gular blocks showing marked ability to resist the agencies of 
disin tegra tion. 

The second important quarry horizon in the 'Ordovician in 
the county comes in the lower Platteville and is the equivalent 
of the "Lower Buff Beds" oQf ,the Wisconsin geologists. These 
beds are separated from the Saint Peter 'sandstone by five oQr 
six feet of greenish oQr bluish shale 'and comprise a heavy bedded 
dolomWc limestone aggregating twenty to twenty-five feet in 
thickness and composed of layers varying from six inches to 
three fee-tor more in thickness. The stone is hard and compact 
and yellow toO buff in color and is ' capable ·of furnishing blocks 
of almost any desired dimensions. These beds are ,available at 
nUlller~)Us points i?- the ' county, notably in the valley of Paint 



ALLAMAKEE COUNTY. 207 

creek in Paint Creek township, 'and in Franklin Itownship, but 
they have been but little developed. 

The Platteville, above the Lower Buff Beds is very variable 
lithologically. There is a continual ,alternation of shales and 
limestones, the limestones predominating. The limestone in 
general is dull colored, shades of blue prevailing and is often 
argillaceous. It is generally fine-grained, compact, and occurs 
in thin beds rarely exceeding six inches in thickness. It breaks 
with a conchoidal fracture and does not ,tool easily. Beds which 
appear to be firm when fir. t quarried, slake readily when exposed 
to the weather. The upper beds have been quarried to a limited 
extent near W,aukon along Village creek. The stone is a blue 
to slaty colored limestone, but weathers to · various -shades of 
yellow and buff; is hard 'and fine-grained and occurs in layers of 
from three to six inches in thickness. The layers 'are variable 
in composition and state of induration -and, ,as a consequence, in 
weather resisting qualities, ,and they must be selected with 
considerable caution when used in permanent structures. Sim
ilar sections may be viewed north of Postville, where some 
quarrying has also been done. 

The upper quarry beds north of Waukon are overlain by an 
important deposit of calcareous shale 'aggreg,ating twenty to 
thirty feet. 

The Galena as developed in Allamalcee county affords nothing 
of importance in ,the way of quarry products. 

CLAYTON COU~TY _ 

All of the major divisions of the Ordovician are well devel
oped in C1ayton county 'and all supply products of economic im
pDrtance. The principal quarry horizons are confined to the 
Prairie du Chien and Gal ena-Pla:17teville. The 'Outcrops ,of the 
Prairie du Chien formation are confined to ,the Mississippi river 
and its immediate tributaries in Mendon and Clayton townships, 
disappearing under the river a short distance north of Gutten
berg. For the most part the Oneota division is composed of a 
coarse, vesicular dolomite, v'arying from light gray to buff in 
color and -showing but few bedding planes. The lower thirty or 
forty feet is in ledges varying from Itwo ,to f'Our feet in thickness 
and has been quarried at several points near McGregor and 
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North McGregor. The beds near the top are sometimes cherty 
and some of the beds carry an abundance of calcite in the cav
erns. Above the quarT:" ledges the dolomi,te is more massive, 
coarser in texture and shows a decidedly pitted surface when 
weathered. As a general rule the upper fifty feet of the Prairie 
du Chien contains ,thin bedded sandy or shaly layers aggregat
ing about fifteen feet, which aloe overlain by brecciated and con
cretionary beds, the Shakopee, aggr·eg1ating 'a thiclme s of about 
forty feet. While the Prairie du Chien attains a thickness of 
more than two hundred fee't in the county, only the lower beds 
already described have been quarried, and even these only in 
a small way. 

The Galena-Phtteville supplies ,two well known quarry 
horizons which correspond in a general way to the "Lower" 
and "Upper" quarry beds of Dubuque and other counties. The 
lower horizon is sometimes 1m own as the "Lower Buff Beds" 
and consists of a fine-grained magnesian 1imest'one which occurs 

FIG. 9-Quarry in Lower Buf! beds at McGregor. Thin-bedded limes tone i s seen at top . 



PLATE XXXI-Quarry of Clayton WWte Sand Company, Clayton, Clayton county , Iowa. The beds developed belong to the Saint Peter 
sandstone and are almost free from impllrities. 
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in layers ranging from eight inches Ito three or even four feet 
in ,thickness. Lt ,~s blue on fresh faces but upon exposme weath
ers to a buff color. It breaks readily along bedding planes into 
slabs 'of almost any thickness and is cut by sufficient vertical joint 
planes to facilitate quarrying. These lower beds are being 
developed near McGregor and Gut,tenberg and are easily avail
able at numerous other points. They comprise a thickness of 
from fifteen to twenty feet. The lower quarry beds are over· 
lain by thin bedded, very fine-grained and compact limestone 
somewhat unevenly bedded and light blue-gray in color. In 
places these beds are decidedly marly in, character. They at
tain 'a thickness of twenty-five to thirty-five feet. These thin 
beds ,are overlain by ,the "Green Shales" of the Minnesota 
geologists. The secornd important quarry horizon is near the 
top of the Galena-Platteville and develops the dolomitic beds 
of the Galena. Numerous quarries have been opened in these 
beds, including Ithose in Ithe vicinity of Monona, Elkader, Garna
villo, St. Ollaf, Farmersburg, in Cox Creek township, the lime 
kilns at Guttenberg and numerous other points. The upper 
Galena comprises a heavy bedded, sub-crystalline dolomi,te, 
rather coarsely granular, more or less vesicular and buff in 
color. It weathers very irregularly and presents a rough p~tted 
surface when long exposed. The beds vary in thickness from 
a few inches to five feet or more. The heavy beds often grade 
downward into a less heavily bedded mottled zone which is only 
slightly dolomitic. A few representative seotions of the Galena
Platteville are given herewith: 

CLA y'TON SECTION. 

FEET. 

11. Dolomite, heavy bedded (Galena) .... . ,. , ... , ..... ,. , .. 1.50 
10. Shale , green, at the t.op of the Plattevill e .. , . , .... . , .... 2 - 3 
9. Limestone, similar to No . 7 .. , , , , . , .. , , ., ... . . ,. . ..... 8 
8. Shale, bluish-green , .. ,., .. , , . . , . , ... , . , , . , .. , , .. . . , , . , 2 
7. Limestone, in regular bedE four to eight inches thick, 

very fine-grained and com pact" blue and buff in color . 
Occurs in thicker layers than No. 0. , , , . . , . .. , . . . , . : .. 15 

H. Shales, green, calcareo\ls, containing lenses and bands 
of limestones rich in fossils. Among the most COIl)

Ilion a re Orli1 'is s1l1l(('qua.ta and branching 1l1Onticulip-
oroids ......... , .. , , , , , , , , . . , , . ....... , .... , ..... , . . . 5 
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5. Limestone, thL!-bedded and compact, with marly layers 
one to two inches thick separating many of the beds. 
Latter are irregular in thickness and range from one 
to three inches. The marly partings do not always 
appear on fresh joint faces but stand out on weathered 
surfaces. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .... ~.~ 

4. Limestone, dolomitic, compact, blue when fresh hut 
weath ering to buff on exposure; in even beds eight 
inches to two feet thick, contains few or no foss ils . 
The quarry beds at Guttenberg and McGregor and 
the" Lower Buff Beds" of some writers. . .. . .. ... .. . 2,~ 

3. Shale, green, immediately overlying the St. Peter sand-
stone .... .. ... . . . ...... ...... ...... ..... . . . .. .. ..... . 2 

2. Sandstone (St. Peter) . . . .. . . ... . . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81) 
1. Limestone, Prairie du Chien, to low water in Mississippi 90 

GUTTENBERG SECTION. 
PEET. 

5. Limestone, dolomitic, in heavy ledges, vesicu lar, coarse, 
buff colored, the typical Galena dolomite. . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 

4. Limestone, magnesian, in beds two and three inches to 
one foot thick, mottled gray and buff, only partially 
dolpmitized and containing sixteen per cent of mag
nesium carbonate; part of the rock is very fine -grained, 
compact and gray colored, while other portions are 
buff and have a rough, coarser feel. Contains some 
chert in bands and scattered nodules. In these beds 
are located the quarries supplying rock for tne lime 
kilns at the base of the bluff. . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . .... ... . 60 

3. Limestone, gray, non-magnesian, fine-grained, compact, 
III thin and uneven beds. Lower portion not well 
exposed on the ridge, since it is partially covered witIi 
talus and soil. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115 

2. Limestone, dolomitic, blue when fresh but weathering 
to buff, beds eight inches to two feet tb ick. In these 
"Lower Buff Beds" the quarries are located.. . . . . . . . Vi 

1. Sandstone, Saint Peter, not exposed here, but known to 
rise ten feet ahove the river .. . . .. . .. .............. .. . 

ELKADER SECTION. 

5. Dolomite, light blue, rather compact, in ledges six inches 
to two feet thick . Some of the upper strata are sep-

FEET. 

arated by thin layers of reddish fissi le shale. . . . . . . . . . 2.~ 

4. Dolomite, light gray to buff, containing many small cav-
ities, ledges varying in thickness from one to five feet, 
most of them being over two feet thick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

3. Dolomite, buff, massive, weathers irregularly, forming 
pitted surfaces. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 

2. Unexposed...... . .. .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . .. .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . 35 
1. Limestone, non-magnesian, in thin beds, compact, fos

siliferous, contains chert nodules arranged in bands, 
exposed to river... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
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FIG. lo-Stone bridge at Elkader; built of Galena lime~tone. 

Numbers 4 and 5 in the above section are being quarried. 
Rock for the stone bridge in Elk,ader was obtained from this 
quarry. Numerous other sections might be mentioned but the 
main features are given above. 

In places the entire assemblage of beds appears to be non
dolomitic, a feature which is not peculiar to Clayton county 
but is known to be characteristic of the Galena in northeastern 
Iowa. 

The Maquoketa division of the Ordovician is more highly 
calcareous than equivalent beds in Dubuque and other counties 
to the south and yet does not contain beds which have been 
quarried ,to any extent in ,the county. The chert beds above 
the middle of the formation are sufficiently indurated to be used 
for road material. 

DUBUQUE COUNTY. 

The Ordovician system, as developed in Dubuque cOlmty, com
prises four well marked divisions, the Saint Peter sandstone, 
the Platteville limestone, the Galena limestone, and the Ma
quoketa shales. Exposures of the first occur 'along the Missis-
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sippi bluffs from a mile or two above Spechts Ferry to Zollicof
fer Lake, a distance of five or six miles. It is represented by a 
rather ferruginous, variegated, coarse-grained sandstone. ~t 
is fri~ble, though the upper beds are some,times sufficiently in-

< • ~ 
durate~· to ,be used as a quarry stone. It has been used to some 
extent in' .tbe vicinity 'Of Spechts F ·erry. 

The Platteville limestone comprises a series of interbedded 
] irpestonesand shales, some ·of the limestone beds being dolomit
ized. A general section, according to Calvin 'and Bain, is as 
foll'Ows: 

FEET 

8. Shale to sbaly limestone or interbedded limestones and shales. 5 
7. Limestone , bluisb, ratbercoarse-grained, in thin layers ranging 

from tbree to six. incbes in tbickness ....... . .. . . . . .......... 25 
6. Sbale, bluisb or greenisb, very soft, plastic, witb thin lenticular 

sheets of limestone distributed irregularly tbrough it ("Green 
Shales·') . . .. ... . .......... . . ........... ... . .... .. . ... .. ... . 12 

5. Limestone, bluisb beds, weathering brown, coarser grained and 
less fossiliferous than beds below . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

4. Limestone, heavier, coarser layers, ledges up to fifteen inches, 
resist weathering well.. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ................ 5 

~. Limestone, blue, thinly bedded , fine-grained, brittle, fossilif
erous , bedding planes very uneven and undulating, weatbered 
surfaces show thin sbale partings; shale often quite bitumin
ous. With the two zones above constitutes tbe "Lower Blue 
Beds" . . . ........ . ................... . .... . ... ............ . 20 

2. Limestone, dolomitic, eartby, impure, non-crystalline, bard, 
firm ; beds range from eight inches to three feet in thickness 
and are well suited for heavy masonry. "Tbe Lower Buff 
Beds" .... ..... . .. . ...... . .... .... .. ... . . ............ 18 to 20 

1. Shale, bluish to greenish , weathers to ashen or yellow, "Basal 
Shale " . .. . . ...... .. .. ... ................ .. ....... . ..... 3 to 6 

Number 2 in this section is the most highly prized for quarry 
purposes although quite generally obscured by talus slopes. 
This is the horizon which has been s~ extensively developed and 
is deservedly popular for heavy masonry at Minneapolis and 
Saint Paul. 

The following sections in the vicinity of Spechts Ferry . give 
the details of tb e Platteville. 

SPECHTS FERRY SE v rro N . 
FEBT. 

11. Dolomite, Lhin-beclded, brown, with sbaly partings 
(Galena) ..... . . . .. . . . . .... .... ..................... ~ 

10. Limestone, th in-bedded , irll perfectly dolom itized, with 
. foss il brachiopod, he ll s only ~ lightly cha nged; t,he liml'
st,one brown, earth y, llon~crystallin e , but e\'idently or 
~eG~~a~~.. ... ... . . . .... . ... . .... x 
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PLATE XXXIJ - Vi ew three- fourth_ of a mile below S pec hts Ferry, s howi n g in a cending 
order: 1. Saint Pe te r sands tone. 2. Basal s ha le. ~. Lo we r Buffbeds. 4. Thin , b rittle, 
blue beds. 





DUBUQUE COUNTY. 

FEET. 
9. Limestone, thick, earthy, imperfectly dolomitized 

(Galena) ..... . ... . ... . .. . . . ... . .. . .. .. . ......... .... 3 
8. Limestone, thin beds with much shale in the partings; ' 

in part a true shale. This member is almost entirely 
shaly a few rods above the station on the road leading 
to Dubuque . . .. ...... . ... .... . ...... . ...... . ......... 5 

7. Limestone, bluish, rath er coarse grained, with dissemi
nated fossils; in beds varying from three to six inches 
in thickness . . . . . .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

H. Shale, bluish or greenish, containing occasional thin 
beds or discontinuous flakes of limestone; the "Green 
Shales" of the Minnesota geologists . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 12 

5. Limestone, thin-bedded, b luish, rather coarse-grained, 
weathering brownish in color. . . . . . ... .. . . .. ... ...... 5 

4. Limestone in rather heavy layers which range up to fif-
teen inches in thickness; bluish on fresh fracture, but 
weathering to buff on exposure ... .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. 5 

:I. Limestone, brittle, fin e-grained, blue, very fossiliferou s, 
breaking up on weathered surfaces into flexuous lay-
ers about two inches in t.hickness. . . . . . . . .. ..... ..... 20 

5. Limestone, "Lower Buff Beds," exposed, about.... .... 8 
1. Limestone; unexposed to level of water in river, about. 45 
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About three-fourths of a mile below Spechts Ferry the 
"Lower Buff Beds" s,how a thickness of twenty feet. A quarry 
in section 10 of Peru township, two miles helow Spechts Ferry, 
shows ,the following beds: 

FEET. 

5. Limestone, blu e, thin-bedded at the top of the section.. 2 
-L Shale, the equivalent of the' 'Green Shales" . . ... . . . . . .. 8 
3. Lim estone, heavy ledges of fairly good building stone, 

b luish , but weathering into buff on exposed surfaces, 
equivalent. to numbers 4 and 5 of the Spechts Ferry 
section.... . ... . .... . .... ..... ... . . .. . .... . .... . ...... 10 

2. Limestone, thin-bedded, brittle, b lue, fossiliferous...... 16 
1. Limestone, heavy, "Loll er Buff Beds," good quarry 

stone . . ...... . ...... .. . .. . . ......... _. . ..... . ... . .... 10 

The Lower Buff Beds are not sufficiently accessible to attain 
much importance in the county, as a quarry stone. The pure 
limestone beds above while more readily available ar·e not suf
ficiently durable to command attention. 

The Galena limestone ,affords an important quarry horizon 
in the upper beds and one much more generally available than 
the Lower Buff Beds. Numerous quarries have been opened 
and operated in the vicinity of the city of Dubuque, near Graf 
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on the Chicago Great Western, and along the Illinois Central at 
the crossing of the North Cascade road. 

The rock quarried is thin-bedded above, ranging from four 
to ten inches and separated by thinshaly partings becoming 
heavier below, the beds attaining four f eet or more in thick
ness. The rock is hard, granular, completely dolomitized, and 
rough and vesicular on ,exposed surf'aces. It does not make a 
good appearance in dressed stone work but is excellent for ash
lar, rough dimension work and heavy masonry. In bridge work, 
foundations and lower courses in large buildings it makes an 
excellent appearance. 

One of the most complete and representative secti'ons in the 
county may be seen ,at the Eagle Point Lime Works. The fol
lowing sequence , of beds may be 'studied : 

FEET. 

15 . Loess-covered slope above the outcropping ledges of Galena 
limeston e, culminating in a prehistoric mound at the summit 
of the bluff .... . , .... , ......... . ........ .. .. . .. ... . .. .. . . . . 15 

14. Dolomite in ledges, varying from two , to three feet in thickness 10 
13. Dolomite , two or three rather heavy ledges containing large 

numbers of the problematic fossil, Receptaculites oweni 
Hall. Receptaculites is found sparingly in other members 
of the section, At this horizon, which ,will be called the 
Receptaculites zone, it is exceedingly abundant . .. . . '" .... 10 

12. Dolomite, heavy-bedded, typical CJalena, hard, crystalline and 
relatively free from chert; in ledges three to six feet in thick-
ness .... . .. ................... . . . ....... . , . .. . . .... ~ . . . . . . . 70 

11 , Dolomite, bed containing pockPts of calcite; the calcite in 
some cases forming large crystals ....... . ...... , .. , .... ,... 3 

10. Dolomite, bed containing large quantities of chert.... ... . ... . 4 
\J, Limestone, ledges showing the chara'cteristics of the typical 

Galena, hard, compact, crystalline, completely dolomitized, 
with small amount of chert .... . .. ... .. ,. , ....... .. . . ...... 18 

8 , Dolomite, thick, massive beds with large amount of chert .... 12 
7. Dolomite, thick beds, crystalline, the ordinary type . .... .. . ,. 6 
6. Dolomite, ledge , varying in textur.E), containing small pockets 

of calcite and some chert; a single specimen of Receptacu -
lites found in this ledge ... . '" ... , .. . .... . .. .. ... ..... .. ... . ' 4 

5. Dolomite, heavy ledge nearly on a level with t,he top of lime 
kiln .. ..... . .... .. ..... . . . . ... . .... . .. . . ..... . . ... . . "....... ::3 

4. Dolomite varying in aspect according to degree of weathering; 
at Eagle Point showing bedding planes 10 to 18 inches apart. 15 

3. Dolomite; massive, crysta lline; bedding planes a lm ost com-
pletely ob li terated, .... , ..... , , . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... . ........ , 20 

:2. Limeston e, incompletely dolomitized beds with shaly partings 
at intervals of SLX, eight, ~r ten inches .... ....... . .. .... . .. . 10 
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PLATE XXXIV-The chert beds of the Maquoketa afford excellent material for road work. Clermont, Fayette county, Iowa. 





FAYETTE COUNTY. 

FEET. 

1. Limestone, basal ledge of Galena, beginning on top of Platte
vill e limestone and shale bearing 01·this subrequata and 
associated fauna; tbis lower bed is earthy, incom pletely 
dolomitized, and weathers below into a dark brown or 
reddish ferruginous clay. . . . . . . . . . .. . .. ... .. ... . .... . . .. . .. 2 
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Numbers 12 to 14 inclusive, comprise Ithe moS't important 
quarry beds. The chert beds comprising numbers 6 to the base 
of 12 ,are suitabLe for crushed sltone products and are also used 
for lime. They are not considered desirable for structural pur
poses. 

From the Eagle Point Lime Workst1he beds dip more 'Or less 
uniformly to the south 'and west. 

Mos,t of the quarries near Dubuque operate the beds above 
number 13 in the Eagle Point section. About the middle of 
this division occurs the "cap-rock" of the miners, 'a heavy, 
firm layer about two and one-half feet in thickness with an eight 
or nine inch layer below it. 

The Maquoketa ' shales contain cer,tain indurated layers 
throughout and impure, earthy dolomite layers above. None, 
however, 'are of sufficient importance to be worthy of special 
mention for structural purposes and have not been quarried in 
the county. 

FAYETTE COUNTY. 

The Maquoketa occupies a considerable area in the' northeast 
corner, practically the entire area north ,of Turkey river, and 
appears al10ng ,the principal streams in the northeast third of 
the county, notably along the Volga, Turkey, and Little Turkey 
river s, and Otter and Bear creeks. Some quarrying has been 
clone in the vicini,ty of Clermont, ,the Lower M,aquoketa beds 
being developed. In a few places the less cherty layers of the 
MiddLe Maquoketa division yield 'a material suitable for rough 
masonry. The chert beds of the Middle Maquoketa as developed 
at CLermont are dolomitic 'and cherty 'and .afford an abundance 
of m8iterial suitable for r,oad work, railway ballaS't and concrete. 
The beds of the Upper Maquoketa are predominantly argilla
ceous and are of interest a:s a possible source of material suit
able for the manufacture of Portland cement. 
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FIG. ll-Beds of Isotelus maximus which conotitute tile basal deposits of the Maquoketa 
shales; north of the bridge in section as, Clermont town ship. Tile beds have attracted 
some attention as a possible source of Portland cement materials. . 

HOWARD COUI\TY . 

Both members of the Ordovician as developed in Howard 
county .are exposed in tihe vicinity of Florenceville. Excellent 
sections of both the Galena-Platteville and the Maquoketa ,oc
cur in the northern tier of sections in Albion township but as 
yet the beds are almost wholly undeveloped. The quarry below 
the mill 'at Florenceville shows the following beds: 

2. Limestone, irregularly bedded, fine-grained, fossiliferous, 
with shaly partings; some of the layers represented by 
detached nodules and irregular lenticular slabs of 

FEET. 

limestone imbedded in shale. . . . . . ..... ... .. . . .... ... 10 
1. Limestone, regularly bedded in layers a foot or more in 

thickness, without shaly partings, rather coarse
grained, beds cut by definite joints, joint faces pitted 
and roughened by weathering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
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Number 1 furnishes a durable grade of building stone. The 
rock is magnesia~, sub-erystalline and practically non-fossilif
erous. 

JACKSON COUNTY. 

A few outerops of the PlatteviUe stage of the Trenton series 
appear in Tete de Mort township from St. Donatus to the Mis
sis sippi river and southward. Several small quarries have been 
opened but have not been operated eXitensively. Perhaps the 
largest quarry has been opened near the Itopof the bluff at 
Gor-dons Ferry station. A large amount of ma'terial has been 
t'aken from the bluff in the vicinity ·and us,ed in the construction 
of wing dams ,along the river. The sec,tion exposed presents a 
massive dolomite in ledges from four to six feet in thickness. 
The beds 'are 'sub-crystalline and quite free from chert. A small 
quarry near the village .of St. Donatus shows the following beds: 

ST. DONATUS SECTION. 
FEET. 

5. Dolomite, grayish yellow, in layers three to eight inches in 
thickness, which are separated by narrow partings of shale; 
containing a number of fossils in the form of casts or molds 5t 

4. Dolomite, yellowish, similar to No.5 above, and containing 
similar fossils. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

3. Dolomite, yellow, two layers, each about eight inches in thick-
ness, which are separated from each other and from those 
adjacent by two-inch hands of shale. ... . . . . . .... . . .. . . . . . . Ii 

2. Dolomite, rather bard, which is imperfectly separated into 
. layers respectively 2, t, 2, t and It feet ..... . " . ... .... . . .. 6t 

1. Dolomite, yellow, fossiliferous and somewhat vesicular, con
sisting of layers 2, 3, 2t, t and 3 feet in thickness. .... . .... 11 

Other quarries have been ·operated al,ong Tete de Mort creek. 
A more extensive natural se0tion may be viewed on the northeast 
quarter of section 24 in the same township. This expo·sure 
shows the following succession of beds : 

FEET. 

S. Dolomite, weathered ledge, hard, yellowish gray , indistinctly 
separated into layers and presenting a very rougb surface. . . 6 

7. Dolomite, bard, buff, in tbree layers, respectively 3, 3 and 1 
feet in tbickness, the surface showing numerous small cavities 7 

6. Dolomite in heavy layers , yellow, Receptaculites oweni abundant 
near tbe middle portion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. 5 

5. Limestone, hard, sub-crystalline, yellow in color, sbowing 
numerous cavities, fossils few and poorly preserved ... .... ; .. 4 

15 
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FE·ET·: 

4. Limestone similiar in character to No . 5 above, weathering into . 
indistinct layers three to six inches in thickness. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5 

3. Limestone ledge consisting of two layers, each about two feet in ., 
thickness, containing a number of indistinct fossil remains. .. 4 

2. Dolomite , hard, buff colored, similar to ' No.3 ... . . . .... .... .. 3t 
1. Dolomite, hard, massive ledge, yellow, vesicular, down to level 

of water... . . .. .... ..... ... .. . . .. ..... ..... . ..... ... . .... .. . 4t 

The upper layers of Galena become thinner with numerous 
thin shale partings and the Galena cliffs are almost invariably 
ove'rlain by MaqU!oketa slopes. 

The Maquoketa beds are suppos-ed ,to be responsible for the 
slopes which ,appear at ,the base of ,the massive Silurian lime
stone cliffs which face ,the Mis-sissippi and its immediate tribu
taries and also appear in Fairfield and Van Buren townships. 
The Maquoketa beds are predominantly argillaceous but grade 
upward into thin layers of indurated limestone interbedded with 
thin shale layers. These ,transition beds have been quarried 
locally at Bellevue and at a few ,other points in the nOl'ltheastern 
portion of the county. The material breaks down rapidly when 
exposed to the weather and is not of a durable character. A 
representative section may be seen near the northeast corner of 
the town of Bellevue. The sequence is as follows : 

BELLEVUE SECTION . 

8. Dolomite, hard, massive, crystalline, in heavy layers three to 
six feet in thickness; indistinct remains of fossils not rare . 

FEET. 

Niagara limestone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............. . .... .. 13 
7. Limestone, impure , yellowish gray , rather fine-grained, in 

even layers four to fou rteen inches in thickness, weathering 
into bands of one to two inches; carrying a few foss ils; 
without chert nodules .... , . . . . .... .. .. . . . . . .. .. . .... . . . . . . 14 

6. Limestone, argillaceous, earthy , in layers two to six inches in 
thickness; containing a few foss ils. On weathered faces 
thin partings of shale appear between the layers. . . . . . . . . . . 19 

5. Stone, yellowish, argillaceous, bluish gray where not exposed 
to the action of the atmosphere; in layers one to three feet 
in thickness; weathering into narrow bands one to three 
inches thick. Occasiona l nodules of chert appear in lower 
part. ~ .. .... . ... .... ... . . ... .. .. . . . . .. .. .... ...... .... . ... 15 

4. Shale, grayish b lue, indurated, calcareous, weathers into thin 
bits; without fossil s but. carrying a few chert nodules.. .... 3! 

3. Limestone, impure, rather fin e-grained, yellow colored, much 
. Q.ec<tyed and sb owing numerous close lines of lamination .. ~ 



,~ W'INNESHIEK COUNTY. 

FEET. 

'2. Shale, bluish gray, somewhat indurated, weathering into 
small polygonal and irregular fragments, without fossils. . . 10 

1. Shale, blue, plastic, nonfossiliferous.. . . . .. .... .... •... . .... . 30 
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In the above section number 8 represents :the basal portion 
'of the Niagara limestone, which forms an overhanging cliff. 
Number,s 6 and 7 r·epresent the transition phase 'Of the Ma~ 
quoketa, beds which have been quarried to a limited extent. The 
shales are a possible source of materials suitable for the manu
facture of P,orHand cement. 

WINNESHIEK COUNTY. 

Good quarry stone isavaHable lat a number ,of horizons in 
the Ordovician as developed in Winneshi·ek county. The lowest 
beds eminently. suitable for structural purposes occur neartilie 
base of the Oneota limestone in Highland and Pleasant town
ships. The lower thirty or for,ty feet, ' resting directly on the 
J ,ordan sandstone, is a light buff, evenly bedded dolomite, fairly 

FIG. 12-Exposure of New Richmond sandstone .in the northwest quarter of the northwest 
quarter of section 13, Glenwood township. 
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uniform in te~ture ,and obtainable in blocks of almost any di
mensions up to thirty inches in thickness and easily dressed. 
The outcrops are praotioal1y limited to the bluffs facing Bear 
creek from Highlandville .to the county line, and limited out
crops on sections 23, 24, 25 and 26 in Pleasant township. These 
beds are ,almost wholly undeveloped in the county on account of 
the absence of 'tr'ansportation facilities. The upper beds of the 
Oneota are less desirable for structural purposes on account 
of their more drusy character, absence of regular bedding planes 
and general lack ,of uniformity in texture, structure and com
position. At the present time none of the beds belonging to the 
Oneota are quarried in Winneshiek county. 

The Galena-PlatteviUe limestone, a in adjoining counties, 
affords several well defined quarry horizons. The three divisions 
recognized by the Minnesota and Wisconsin geologists are very 
marked here. The lowest division or Platteville limestone is 
again divisible in three parts, "Lower Buff Beds," "Thin, 

FIG. l3-Cliff of Galena limestone at Bluffton. The face of the cliff coincides with the face of 
one of the master jOint" which cut the formation. 
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Brittle Beds," and -" Thicker Quarry, ~eds" in· ascending order. 
As ,a whole the Plaltteville thickens ;so'lUthwlard ,and las a conse
quence is much :thicker in Dubuque than in Winneshiek county. 
The Lower Buff Beds-do noiexoeed ,five or 'six feet in the latter 
county, with eight inch layers, and· have been developed at but 
few points and ,then in a small way. The heaviest ledges of the 
Lower Buff Beds occur in the valley of ,the Upper Iowa in the 
vicinity -of Freeport and east. The Thin, Brittle Beds were 
quarried formerly to la limited extent, and while apparently in 
heavy beds where protected, ,they brelak down when exposed to 
weathering influences andal"e of liittle economic importance. 
The uppermost member or Thicker Quarry Bed altt'ains a thick
nes's of from f'our ,to eight feet ,and is evenly bedded. The 
stone is hard -and compact, fine-grained, non-dolomitic limestone, 
and is of a bluish color. The individual layers ronge from ,six 
to eight inches in thickness, are remarkably uniform and can 
be -obtained in sheets or tablets of almos,t any desired dim en-

FIG. U-Exposure of the Decorah shal"s with overlying basalledges ,ot the Galena limestone. 
at the Dugway, Decorah _ ' 
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slons. This ihorizonhas been quarried e:irtensively in .the vicinity 
of Dooora:h 'and Hesper. The, beds 'are composed chiefly of finely 
eommimited and 'firmly cemented -brachio'pod shells. FroOm one 
Of the quarries north of the river at Decorah 'attempts were 
made to produce an ornamental stone by sawing into thin slabs 
and polishing by machinery. The product possessed a rather 
pleasing 'appearance .and was uHed Ito 'a limited eX'tent for table 
tops and interio'r decoration. 

A number of quarries have been opened in the Galena lime
stone, above the level of the Decor,aIb. shale. Many' are small 
and wereoper'ated only 'temporarily to supply some im'mediate 
lo'Cal need. At no point does quarrying ill the Galena assume 
commercial importance" The upper quarry of Mr: Halloran 
is worked a't the' level of the lower Receptaculites zone, 'about 
fifty ' feet ,above the Decorah shales, The quality ,of the stone 
is not as good ,as Ithat from the upper part oOf the P'!atteville. 
The bedding is not so regular; 'the texture is less uniform; much 
of the stone is liabl'e to 'spht into small chips on long exposure 
to the weather. There is a large quarry 8!t N ordness which is 
opened in the upper beds of the Galena. The Maquo~eta be
gins 'only a few feet above ,the exposure, The upper beds are 
badly checked and weathered, but belo'w these there -are some 
quite firm ledges v'arying from ten to fourteen inches in thick
ness, with which ther.e is a'ssociated a ten inch band of shale. 
About the middle of the quarry face there is a belt oOf irregularly 
bedded 00ncretionary limestone, three f,eet in thiclmeHs, al to
gether lacking in the homogeneity requisite foOr good quarry 
stone. Below this belt there are six feet of more regular and 
more homogeneoU's beds, with Home of the individual courses 
fully ten inche's in thickness. Another quarry 'at Ithe same 
horizon as thaJt at N ordness is opened on the s'ouuh side of the 
Yellow river, in the north half of the northea13t quarter of sec
tion 13, Bloomfield township, on land belonging to the estate 
of Mr. Melvin Green. The characteristics are the same as at 
Nordness except Itl).at there are ,several hands ,of shale, ranging 
from two or three to ,ten inches in thickness, interstratified wittJh 
the limestone. Another quarry which includes the uppermost 
beds of the Galena is located on the sOUith side of the diagonal 
road in thes'outhwest quarter of section 17, Bluff,ton It,ownship. 
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There are other small quarries, worked temporarily or intermit
tently to supply the purely local demands, near Kendallville, 
Plymouth Rock and Burr Oak. In the 'southeast quar.ter of 
s'ection 7, 'Fremont township, are some small quarries opened in 
beds. of dolomitized Galena, ·a phase ,of .the forma:tion resembling 
that at Dubuque. Dolomiti~ation here is local, being restricted 
to aIr area" of three ' or foutsquare miLes. The many other small 
openings in the' Galena limestone ate 1 ,too. numerous to be in-
dividually noted.. . ::.: ., .' . :' J -, J " 

• i· :" " ~, . .'.'. 

FIG . 15-Portion of retaining wall around Court House Square in Decorah showing unreli
able character of Platteville limestone. 

Much of the Galena limestone is very unreliable. Wihen 
quarrying has been carried into the hillside beyond the zone -of 
weathering, the ledges may appear ,to be thick, firm, durable, 
suitable for any kind of construction; but aflter being placed in 
walls and exposed to alternations of 'temperature land the chem
ical effects 'of air and moisture they split into ,thin laminre and 
eventually break up into small, irregular chips. The effeclt is 
well shown in the portions .of :the old retaining wall still stanm
ing around vhe court housesqU!ate at Decorah. 

Quite an ·amount of quarrying has been done in the JYLaquoketa 
formation. The Isotelus zone is very regularly and evenly 
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bedded, and in a few instances it is firm enough to serve for 
building stone. One quarry at this horizon, 100ated in the north
west quarter of section 18, Springfield ,township, is noted by 
Calvin in connection with the general discussion of the Ma
quoketa beds of this county. * In some ca:ses the stra:ta lying 
between the I sotelus z~me and the Clermont shale are capable 
of furnishing a fair grade of building material for rough walls 
and foundations ; but the principal quarry ihorizon in the· Ma
quoketa is 'that of ,the F·ort Atkinson limestone. This, not in
frequently, is a hard, granular, crys talline dolomite, comparable 
to some phases of the Gal'ena limestone in Dubuque county. At 
Fort Atkinson quarries have been worked in this formation for 
many years, and one of these, located a few yards west of the' 
old fort (Fig, 16), is capable of yielding blocks of any desired 
dimensions up to three feet in thickness. Another quarry III 

FIG. 16-Quarry in the Fort Atkinson limestone, at the town 01 Fort Atkinson. a few rods 
west of the old Fort. 

*Iowa Geological Survey, Vol. XVI. page 101. 
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the same limestone,on the east side of the fort, has been oper
ated intermittently for some time and has furnished quite an 
amount of fairly good material. In the southwest par:t of Mili
tary township there ·are many quarries and natural exposures 
in the Fort Atkinson beds. The small quarry near the center of 
the southwest quarter of s'ection 33, and that near Os'sian in the 
northwest quarter of section 15, will be found noted with some 
detail in the part of the report on Winneshiek county which 
treats ,of '1;he F 'ort Atkinson limestone. * On the north side ,of the 
Cresco-Calmar ridge the Fort A thnson formation comes to the 
surface and is quarried near ,the center of the southwest quarter 
of section 27, Springfi'eld township, and about sixty rods south 
of the northwest corner of section 5, Bloomfield. At the point 
1,3!st named the rock is yellower, softer, le8s cryst'alline than at 
Fort Atkinson. The rocks of this hori~on become more earthy 
orshaly toward the northeast, and gmdually lose tfue qualities 
of a pure dolomite which distinguish them at the type localities 
in Fort Atkinson and Clermont. 

LIME. 

While no lime i now manufactur,ed in Winneshiek county, 
,the materials for making a high grade product are not wanting. 
The upper two-thirds of the Oneota is particularly well suited 
for this purpolse. This is a hard, granular, cry talline dolomite 
of much the same chara.cter a the Galena limes,tone which is 
so successfully made into lime at Eagle Point, Dubuque. At 
Waterville in Allamakee county lime is m3!de and . shipped ex
censively,and the stone used is the Oneota, the same stone that 
is 'so well developed Ia.t Highlandville and Canoe, and along the 
river below Freeport, in Winneshiek eounty. The non-dolomitic 
Galena formation in Winneshiek would make an excellent lime 
if it were used soon 'af-ter it is burned, but it will not keep a 
well as lime m3!de from the Oneota dolomite. It is liable to 
deteriorate by becoming air slaked if kept in tock for even a 
comparatively short time, and, if in this -condition it is used for 
mortar, it is e3Jsily crumbled and washed out of the joints. The 
greater part of the Niagara limes'toneshould make a good grade 

*Iowa Geological Survey , Vol. XVI, pages 107,108. 
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of lime. There is no1Jlring in [the Devonian that can be recom
mended f.or lime makiIig, unles's it may be the small amount of 
the.lithogl'aphciQ phase in section 7 of Orleans township. 

r ~ _ , 

The Niadara. 

The '1f:iJaga.r~)im_~s,t~ne;- 'as de~elop~d in -ro~a, . c9mpri~es two 
stages, the' Ho'pkintpp., typically . aeV:eIopedin De~aware and 
adjoining countie,s and formerly ' lpio~n as the Delaware s.tage, 
and the Gower, from Gower Ito;wnship in Ced.ar county, where 
this stage shows its typical development. 1'he Hopkinton st:age 
comprises a series of dolomi,tes varying consideDably in compo
'sition 'and stru('lture. In gener'al, they occur in heavy beds, with 
bedding planes obscur,e or wanting. At certain horizons and in 
certain localities, the beds are evidently laminated -and even 
become flaggy in character. They range from hard, slightly 
v,esi'cular, sub-crystalline, mas'sive dolomites, to soft, earthy 
deposits. Certain horizons carry large quantities of chert. The 
Hopkinton attains its maximum development in Dubuque and 
adjoining counties. According to Professor Oalvin~' ,the follo'w
ing members of the Hopkinton can be ree,ognized and he ,assigns 
their thickness as follows : 

FEET. 

7. Upperquarrybeds ... . ..... . .... . . . . ... .. . , ...... . ...... . . , 20 
6. Cerionit.es beds .. . , . . , ....... . ..... . ... . . . ....... , .. , ... , . . 25 
5. Pentarnerus beds. .. ........ . ... . . . ... . . .. .. ............. .. . 50 
4. Syringopora beds . ......... . ....... . ...... . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65 
8 . Chert beds ...... . ...... . ..... . . . .. .... , .... . .. .... . .... ... . 25 
2. LOlver quarry beds...... . . .. . .. , .. , .. . . .. . .. .... . . . .. 20 
1. Basal beds. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Total . . . .. . ... .... . ....... .. ...... . .... . . . ..... . ... . . , . ..... 220 

Number 5 is often sub-cryst'alline and e'ssell'tially a pure dolo
mite and is of excellent quality for lime burning. It is used 
extensively in Jackson counlty. 

The Gower includes ,two fairly distinct sub-stages, the Le
Claire and the Anamosa. 

The latter c'onsists typically of soft, laminated, light buff to 
yellow dolomite in thin to medium heavy beds whi,ch are often 
practically paI'lailel and nearly horizontal. Texturally the beds 

"Geology 01 Dubuque county, page 459 . 
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are porous, : often: highly [vesicular, 'and usually present a rather 
dull and earthy luster. The layers are divided by occasional 
veI'tical joints. 
- The LeClaire beds an the ather hand, comprise a hard, bluish 
graytoa grayish yellow, ,sub-crystalline dolomite. The prevail
ing color above the gmund water level is 'some shade of yello;~vi 

or buff. Texturally, while the LeClaire is usually sub-crystal
line, it is generally . vesicular and presents a decidedly rough 
appearance on a freshly fractured surface. Lt is-' sometimes 
brecciated or conglomeratic. Structurally, the LeClaire OCCUI'S 
in mounds and present's ,a v'ery uneven surface whtch is filled by 
the even beds of the Anamosa. H sometimes appears to be mas
sive, ,the' bedding plane'S being scarcely recognized; at other 
times the bedding planes are apparent but are highly inclined; 
in still others, the beds are evidently laminated and nearly 
horizontal. The LeClaire, when· typically developed, is an essen
tially pure dolomite and excellently adapted for the manufact
ure of a superior grade of lime and is so utilized at a number 
of points in Iowa and Illinois; notably, Cedar Valley, Sugar 
Creek and Viol,a in Iowa, and Port Byron in Illinois; while the 
Anamosa beds are especially prized as a dimension s,tone on 
account of their unusual unifmmity in bedding, composition, 
texture :and 'state of induration. More than three-fourths of the 
bridge and dimension stone of the S'tate is derived from thes'e 
beds. The leading quarries are located at Cedar Valley, Stone 
City, LeClaire and Mt. Vernon. 

BREMER COUNTY , 

The Niagara limestone is known to ,appear at the ,surface at 
bU't few points in Bremer county. The most important section 
appears along Baskin creek in the s'outhewst quarter of section 
17, range XIII west, township 91 north. The beds which may be 
seen in this quarter are as follows: 

FEET, 

3. Limestone, brecciated; composed of sharp angular fragments 
of a drab, laminated limestone of lithographic fineness of 
grain, in a gray matrix. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ..,. . ..... . . . . . . . . 1 

2. Sandstone, filled with small angular fragments of white chert, 
in two or three layers, apparently conformable with 1.. . ... ~ 

1. Dolomite, light buff, sub-crystalline , vesicular, with cavities 
up to eight inches in diameter; in heavy, irregular, rough-
faced beds up to two feet thick. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .... 13 
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., The lower beds were quarried forinerlyand used in the manu~ 
facture of lime of excellent quality. 

Similar, but less extensive sections occur in 'section 20 of the 
same to wmhip and in section 36 in Dou~las<; townsliip, three and 
one-half miles wes,t of 'Tripoli. An analysis of the last men
tioned occurrence shows its true dolomitic character, 'and IS 

given below : 
Silica .... , .... .. .... ...... .... , .... ..... ................ . . .. 1.53 
Iron oxide ..... ........ ................................. .. , ... 0.48 
Calcium carbonate .... . ... . . .. ............... . . , ............... 54.32 
Magnesjum carbonate, .. , ....... . ........... ...... . .... . . .. . , . . 43.41 
Com bined water . ... . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. d. 26 

N one of the outcrops mentioned have been utilized to any ex
tent commercially. All are looated remote from towns and rail
ways and notwithstanding their excellent quality for lime, and 
the fact that but li,ttle stripping is required, it is not probable 
that they will be important in the quarry industry for some 
time to come. 

BUCHA:,\AN COUNTY. 

The Niagara limestone occupies a triangular area in tihe north
east one-third ,of the county. Outcrops appear along Otter creek 
in Hazelton township, and in Buffalo and Madison townships. 
The usual type exposed is the coarse, granular dolomite. Near 
Hazelton, in section 2 of Hazelton township, the co,arse dolomite 
passes beneath fine-grained non-dolomitized limestone, varying 
in color from light drab to blue. Small openings have been made 
in all of the above areas but little stone has been taken out. 

CEO ,'" H. COU:-<TY .* 

Oed,ar r,anl~s among the first counties of the state in the value 
of the yearly output of building; stone, a pre-eminence due chiefly 
to the quarries at Cedar Valley. Formerly L,ime City was an 
important producer, but at the present ,time, it contributes but 
little to swell the county total. Building sto'ne of excellent qual
ity is found widely distributed over ,the county, and while the 
small quarries which have been opened in almost every town-

• Professor Norton's excellent write up on Building Stone in his report on the Geology 
of ('edar county has been revised and used almost in its entirety . 
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PLATE XXXV-Main pit of Bealer Quarry showing channelers in foreground, Cedar Valley, Cedar countY,.Iowa, 
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ship do not greatly add to the lar~'e amount contributed by the 
Cedar Valley di'strict, yet ,their value and convenience to the 
rural districts and neighboring towns ~s gr,eater than mere sta
tistics ,could show. There is hardly 'a section in . the county where 
a farmer or townsman can not get a load of cheap good stone 
within easy hauling distance. Thus in Pioneer township there 
ar'e quarries at Peet ',smill and elsewhere on Clear creek; in 
Cedar township at Cedar Bluff and two and one-half miles norbh 
of that village; in Gower township at Cedar Valley and Plato; 
in Center ,at sevex:a.l qnarrie's south of Tipton; in Rochester 
along Rock creek; in Low-a near Atalissa; in Sugar Creek at 
Lime City and a number of quarries north of bhat village; in 
Springfield southwest of Lowden; in Moassilon along the Wapsi
pinicon, and in Day,ton township near Cl.arence. N early all of 
the building stone' Quarried in the county is furnished by the 
Gower stage of the Silurian, the only exception being that of the 
Devonian quarries in Iowa ,township near the Muscatine county 
line. The go'od quali,ties of the Anamosa phase of the Gower 
limestone have long been recognized ·and Ihave frequently been 
set forth in the county reporltson the counties of eastern Iowa. 
It even ,and smooth bedding, its uniform grain, its comparative 
sof'tness in working wi,th saw 'andchisel when fresh from the 
quarry, and its hardness when recemenbation has tak,en place 
on drying, its obduracy to all chemical agencies of rock decay, 
and ~ts resistance to frost, its pleasing color 'and the absence 
of any injurious minerals which might weaken or strain the 
s,tone 'or impair its ea e of working, all ,these characteristics con
tribute to make the Anam'osa one of the best building stones of 
the west. 

Bealer Quaneies.-In Vialue of output, 'and perfection and cost 
of machinery, these quarries are the mos't noteworthy in Iowa 
and are among the largest of ,the MissiS'sippi valley. They are 
located some six miles southwest of Tipton on the right bank 
of the Cedar. The village which p.as sprung up 'about them is 
called Ced.ar Valley, and a spur connects with the Cedar Rapids
Clinton line of ,the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific railroad, 
near Plato, ,about ,two miles northwest. The sequence of beds 
is as follows: 
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BEALER'S QUARRY, CEDAR VALLEY. 

FEET. 

9. Limestone, buff, magnesian, very soft, Coggan stage......... 14 
8. Limestone, weathering into chipstone, in layers up to six 

inches..... . .. . .. . ................. ..... . . .... ..... .... ... It 
7. Limestone, light gray, rough, massive, very vesicular..... .. . 3 
6. Limestone, fragmental, argillaceous... .. .... ..... . . ......... 1 
5. Seam of blue agillaceous material extending forjI80 feet 

along quarry face. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-2 
4. Limestone in thin spalls, hard, dense, "flinty" .. ... . .... .... 5t 
3. Limestone, hard, rough, buff, crystalline, highly vesicular, 

with moulds of spire-bearing brachiopods, the spires often 
remaining in casts...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

2. Limestone in layers from two to eight inches, laminated. .. . . 4 
1. Limestone, light buff, granular; lustre dull, homogeneous in 

grain, slightly vesicular , destitute of silica in any form, 
fracture even, soft when first quarried, rapidly hardening 
on drying, bedding planes horizontal, even and compara
tively distant, laminated, joints distant, master joints 
running south-southeast. All quarried for building stone , 
together with Nos . 2-8, Gower stage. . . . . . . . . .. ........... 94 

The quarries were opened nearly a quarter of a century since 
by Mr. E. J . C. Bealer, who, ,8JS ,a practical bridge 'architect, saw 
the great value 'of the stone 'at ,this point for bridge piers and 
an heavy masonry. The chief quarry now in operaJtion was 
opened some years ago, and no -expense ha,s been spared to equip 
it with modern land effective machinery. A levee costing $20,000 
has been buiU ,along the river front for protection against floods. 
Railway Itracks in ,the quarries are so built ifJhat the force of 
gravitation is utilized to the utmost and no locomotive engines 
are required to make up the train of loaded ears which in busy 
seasons is sent out daily. The stripping of the quarry, consist
ing of twenty-five feet 'of soft silt known ,as loess, and les's than 
ten feet of pebbly glacial clay, is cheaply and expeditiously 
handled hydraulically by means ·of ,a high duty steam pump and 
suitable pipes 'and hose. In quarrying the s'tone .there are em
ployed one ,single and three double steam channellers and 'several 
steam drills. The plant is well equipped witih boilers and engines 
of sufficient capacity ito furnish ,an abundance of power to oper
ate the channeller's, drills, pumps, machine ,shop equipment, 
crusher plants 'and numerous derricks. A large machine shop, 
well equipped for repairing and rebuilding the tools and ma
chineryof the p~ant completes the equipment. 
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PLATE XXXVI-Quarry methods iu vogue at tLle Bealer Quarry . 
a. Hand gadding . 
b . Steam drill, a common type of rock drill. 
c. Double channeJer. 

16 
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The output consists chiefly of bridge 'stone of three grades. 
The proprietor contpaets for completed br~dge piers and has a 
large force employed in their Cionstruction. Dress'ed dimension 
s'tone is cut in; ifue yards ,and cru.shed. sto"ne, rip~rap, rubble and 
curb 'stone are included in the products of ,the quarry. 

The quar6es were opened in natural ledges fronting the river 
in the f.ace of the bluffs, rising about 120 feet ahove the stream. 
These ledges have been quarried a,way over 'an area of several 
acres', and on the plaMorm thus f.ormed ,an extensive pit has been 
sunk to a depth of sixty f'ee't below the level ,of water in the river, 
·and another of like dimensions has recently been 'opened. The 
lower ninety-f.our feet. is used for,.bridge and dimensionsrtone, 
,the stone becoming of finer grain and better quality, it is s'aid, 
wi1:!h increasing depth" to the present quarry floor. · Above this 
lies a ledge of ,twenty-'two feet ,thick used only f.or rip-rap, rub
ble, railway hallast, ,and macadam for which it is admirably 
adapted. It includes hard, fine-grained spans, a four-foot layer 
of hard, highly vesicular, crystalline limestone, and four feet 'Of 
laoona;ted limestone in layers from two to eight inches thick. . On 
this ledge rests a bed of about twelve feet of ,soft, earthy lime
stone, called the Ooggan, wholly :worthless for any industrial 
purpose, and constituting a part of the stripping. . 

The quarry :stone bel,ongs to ,the Gower 'stag,e of the Niagara, 
according to Norton. tt consists of laminated, light buff, granu
lar, even bedded dolomite which withstands chemical de0ay and 
mechanical disintegra;ti:on remark'ably well. Open bedding 
planes are so felw that they are found to be practically impervi
ous, a fact markedly at Viariance with similar beds in Anamosa 
and Stone Oity in Jones county. The chemical comp'Osition of 
,the rock w,as found to be as follows: 

BUILDING STONE QUARRY, LIME Cl'rY . 

Calcium carbonate (CaC03) . ........ .. , . . . . ...... . ..... . .. .. .. . 55.3 
Magnesium carbonate (MgCO"J .......... . ...... . ... ............ 43.0 
Ferric and a luminum oxides (Fe203 and Al 203) . .. .... ........ . . 1.4 
Silica (Si0 2) ... ..... :: ..... ........ ; ...... .' .. . .... : .. . ... ...... 0.6 

.100.3 
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BUILDING STONE, BEALER'S QUARRY, CEDAR VALLEY. 

Calcium carbonate (CaC0 3 ) •••.•• • . • • • • • • • • ••••••••••.•••••••• • 56.4 
Magnesium carbonate (MgC0 3 ) ••••• ••• •••• . •• . .•• •• • ••• ••. • • •• 42.6 
Ferric and aluminum oxides (Fe 2 0 3 and AI 2 0 . ) . .. ... ... . . .. . . . 0.7 
Silica (Si0 2 ). .... . .. ••••••• • ••••••••••••••• ••• • •• ••• • •• •••• •••• 0.4 

100.1 

The rock, however, is laminated throughoU't and may be .split 
along ,thes'e pl'anes to layers one foot in thickness without diffi
culty, and in places to eigiht and nine inches. On natural out
crops adjacent, long-weathered surfaces often show clo'se lines 
of lamination, but these are strongly coherent, beyond the usual 
in ,this f.ormation, and permit fthe quarrying of permanently 
.solid blocks IQf as gr:ea;t ,thickness as called f.or. The common 
size ,of the blocks raised fIiom bhe lower part of the quarry is 
six ,and one-half feet long and three and ,one-quarter feet wide 
and thick, weighing 'elach something more than f.our tons. 

In some ,of fthe outcrops 'of the Anamosa phase of the Gower 
stage, there are f.ound, especially Itoward the summit, thin layers 
or laminre of a compact, dr,ab, fine-grained limestone, called by 
workmen "flint" on 'account ,'of its hardness, brittleness, and 
fracture. Such seams are a direct injury; under the weather 
they break into small rhombic chip-stone. Since their coefficient 
of expansion is different from that of the adjoining layers, they 
tend to form in ,time a horizontal cleavage of the block of which 
they form a part. At Bealer',s quarry these seams are prac
tically absent, and the stone free from this element of weakness 
as well as of all deleterious accessories, can be strongly recom
mended as 'of ,the highest dur.ability. 

Cedar Bluff.-Immediately 'above the bridge ,at this village, a 
l,edge of Anamosa ,s'vone has been quarried to 'Some extent for 
local supply. The face of the ledg,e is here some thirty-five 
feet. The upper seven or eight feet are weathered to ,thin spalls. 
In the middle lies a stratum of 'seven feet of fine-grained, light 
y,ellow limes,tone of pure Anamosa ,type. Below this the stone 
shows ,an alternation of harder and softer lfaminre, ,the harder be
ing of finer grain and more brittle. The best building stones are 
said to be taken from the bed of the river at the base of the 
ledge. 
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Below the village the s'ame Iormationoutcrops on hoth s~des 
of the river, in ledges up to fifty feet in height, showing the same' 
granular laminated limestone, borizontally hed.ded in ev'en 
courses, wea'thering in places to thin' caicareous pl3!tes, but for 
the most part st3!nding in undivided l,ayers up to two feet in 
thickness. 

McLeod's Quarry, 'southwest quarter ,of section 12, township 
82 north, range I west.-On the left bank 'Of the W,apsipinicon, 
less 'than one-half mile below Massilon, this quarry ,shows a face 
of twenty-five feet of vesicu1ar, semicry,stalline limes'tone, ,the 
upper fifteen feet massive or obscurely bedded, the lower ten 
feet in rough layers from eighteen to thirty inches ,thick, all buff 
in color, and ,sparingly fossilifer,ous. Just below the village ,on 
the right hank of :the stream, the same layers f'orm a picturesque 
ledge about Ithirty feet high. 

Frink's Quarry, northwest quarter of southeast quarter of sec
tion 14, township 82 north, range II west.-The following section 
is here shown : 

FEET. 

4. Limestone, rough, in layers from one-half to one foot thick, 
weathered . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

3. Limestone, in eight inch layers. . . . . . . . . . .. ..... . ... ........ 2 
2. Limestone, exceedingly rough , crystalline, deeply pitted with 

rounded cavities up to five inches in diameter. .. . . . . . . . . . . 2 
1. To creek:level, not exposed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... ............. 13 

The layers here f.orm 'a gentle syncline dipping 2° north at the 
south end and 6° ,soU'that ithe north end. 

Burrough's Quarry, southwest quarter of section 22, ,township 
80 north, rang,e III west.~The Gower is here 'quarried 'on a small 
scale on the left bank of Rock run. F ,or 'eight feet above the 
creek, a very fair gr,anular building stone lies ill. layers from 
seven to ei~hteen inches thick, weathering -superficially to palls 
two to four inches thick . . The dip to the southeast is perceptihle. 
An adjacent ledge reaching a height of twenty feet 'above water 
level is compo'sed of laminwted limestone, hard, gr'ay and crys
talline. A few r,ods laway 'an old pot kiln attes,ts the possibilities 
of the stone asa lime maker. Here ,a layer identical with No. 4 
of Whann's qua,rry is found 'above the limerock. Across the 
creek and down the stream 'on the -same "farm, about fif.ty feet of 
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this hard, crystalline, laminated limestone is dispLayed in over
hanging ledges 8!nd hills1de outcrops. Toward ItJhe bas'e the rock 
weathers to thin spal1s, but -above the }aminre are cohel"'ent and 
the cliff bre'aks down in immense blocks. About fifteen feet 
above the limestone a few fragments of yellow sandstone were 
seen in a shallow ravine, but no distinct outcr,op was found. All 
-the limestone in this section resembles the Anamosa stone in 
its lamination and in its horizontal or ne'arly horizontal bedding. 
Nowhere is it disturbed, tilteq,or conglomer8!tic, as is so com
monly the case with the LeCLaire. And yet in their Ihardness, 
color, and crystalline texture, these beds 'on Rocky run are dis
tinctly of the LeClaire type. 

Wallick's Quan'y, east half of secltion 16, township 81 north, 
range IV west.-Two ,and one-half miles north ,of Oedar Bluff 
the Anamosa phase is quarried for local uses. The rock rises 
to the surface in the low hills, so th8Jt no stripping, except of 
weathered spalls, is necessary. The rock is of the ordinary 
phase ,of the finely laminated, fine-grained, light buff build~g 
stone of the Gower. It is in thin layers, dipping 11° SE., and 
shows a face of Itwenty f,eet. 

Hecht's Quarry, northeast quarter of northeast quarter of sec
tion 14, township 82 north, range II west.-The foHowing section 
is seen ,a t Hecht' s quarry: 

3. Limestone, spalls, irregularly sbaped cbipstone, buff, resem
bling conglomerate of barder centres with matrix of lime-

FEET. 

stone meal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... . .. 4 
2. Limestone, rough, semi-crystalline, cores gray, weathering to 

buff.... ...... .... . ... ..................... . . ... .... ...... 1 
1. Limestone, for the most part evenly bedded, buff or gray, 

thickness of layers from above downward in inches: 8, 18, 
10, 15, 19, 24, 12, 18, 18. At west end a dip of 30 W . ; in 
center sligbtly S.; at east end a perceptible dip SW. . . . . . . . U -a-

Cary's Q~~arry, southwest quar,ter ,of 'section 13, township 80 
north, range III west.-Ahout 'two ,and three-fourths miles south
west of Tipton, two qUlar6es have been opened on Rock creek. 
Mr. M. C. C ry here quarries a face ,of :fi:~teen feet in lay,ers 
mostly of the thickness ·of flagging, but some reachblg nine 
inches. At the west end of the quarry, the stone is hard and 
crystalline, of the LeClairle phase, in layers six inohes thick and 
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upward and dipping 12° SSE. Two rods east this has passed 
into the Anamosa phase, but slightly harder land more crystal
line than typical, dipping 3° E ., ,the junctur'e being now concealed. 

Twenty-five rods southwest of this section a small quarry has 
been opened showing a mound of hard lime rock 'at 'the north end, 
and, the juncture ag'ain being obscur'ed, at the south Anamosa 
stone, some layers being s'oft and granul1ar, and others harder 
and more 00mpac1t. The layers here run from one and two inches 
to nine and twelve, and dip from 30° W}-'TW. to 38° NNW. 

Whann's Qttarry, northeast quarter of northwest quarter of 
se0tion 14, township 80 nOl'lth, range III west: 

FEET. 

5. Limestone, light buff, hard, fine-graiued, luster earthy, re-
sembles Bertram beds of Linn county.... ... . .... ... .. . ... 2 

4. Limestone, buff, softer, with num erous branching vertical 
tubes one to two mm. in diameter. . . . .. ..... ....... ...... 1 

3. Limestone, hard, gray, crystalline........ ....... . ... . ...... H-
2. Limestone, buff, more or less vesicular, in layers from 8 to 

30 inches thick, with bands of harder crystalline gray rock. 5 
1. Limestone in layers as above, buff, granular, laminated. .. . . 6t 

The dip here is a gentle one to the southwes.t. A few rods up 
stream the ledge is seen ,to flOrm a low syncline. 

LIME. 

Rock of the highest ex,cellence for the manufacture of iime is 
as broadly distributed over the county as is good building stone. 
This is due to the many ,areas where the Gower limestone is ex
posed by erosion, and to its rapid alterna,tion at the same horizon 
between its two lithologieal phaseK At no great distance from 
the quarries of the granular, evenly bedded Anamosa stone, 
there will be found outcrops of 'the crystalline, massive or 
obliquely bedded dolomite, which takes its name from LeClaire, 
the town in Scott county where its 'typical features were seen 
and described by Hall nearly fifty years ago. Thus at Lime City 
and at Cedar Valley, lime and building slbone quarries are in 
dose proximi1ty. It is to these two places that the manufacture 
crf lime is ,at present restricted. This is not due to any special 
advantage in the quality -of iheir limerock over thrut ,of other lo
calities in the county too numerous for ment:uon, but to the fa.cil
ity with which the rock can be handled and the product placed 
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on the market. Iil ,almost 'all portions 'of the county the explorer 
0f outcrops of Ithe country rock finds the white heaps of half 
burned lime and the ruined wlalls lef't ,to ·show the ' pLace of pot 
kilns. Owing to the increasing scarcity of wood and introduCition 
of the clay limes from Missouri land the reduced price of P 'ort
land cement, the lime industry has become almost extin0t. 

The upper beds of the Silurian furnish a limerock.of the high
eS't degree of excellence. It is from ,them that some of the largest 
kilns in Ohio, :Wisconsin and Illinois, ·as well as 10wra, draw their 
supply. The lime burned in Cedar county is identical with that 
of the well known kilnlsat Racine and Port Byron. Hs pre-em
inence depends upon its chemical 'and physical qualities. It is 
notably free from silic,a in all it,s forms .and from argiUaceous 
or ferruginous impurities. The large per cent of carbomlJte of 
magnesia. pr,es.ent makes. it a cool lime,slow Ito slack, ,slow to Iset. 
The hardnes'sailid durability of mortars made from this lime 
appr,oach those of ,cement. Buildings are seen in which it was 
employed, w.here, after thirty-five years of weathering, the joints 
seem as fresh 'as when sitruck. Wholly minor advantages are the 
britUeness ,of the I1ock, which aids in its breaking to 'Sui-table 
dimensions for .the kiln, and its vesicularity, which gives mar,e 
readyacces,s ,to heat in burning .and to water in slaking. 

The purity ·of ,the Gower dol'omite is demonsltmted in the f.ol
lowing analysis made in the chemica] laboratory of . Cornell Col
lege under the supervision of Dr. Nicholas Knight : 

Ledge on Rock Creek, southeast quarter of the southwest 
quarter of section 23, township 80 north, range III west : 

Calcium carbonate (CaCOa) .... . ............... . ...... . .. ..... 55.76 
Magnesium carbonate (MgCO a) . . .. . . ... , . . . . ......... . . ........ 43.85 
Ferric oxide and aluminum oxide (Fe2()a and AI20 a) ... . ....... 0.26 
Silica (Si0 2 ) ....... .... ....... . ................... ............ 0.12 

The total impurities of ,thvs specimen of the dolomite used in 
lime making ,thr,oughoU't the county 'are but littl,e more than one
third of one per cent. 

Lime City .-The quarries of this plant are situa:ted ,on the 
right bank of SUglar creek, five miles northwest of Wilton, a spur 
of the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific connecting them with 



PLATE XXXVII-Horizontal Coggan beds overlying tbe oblique-bedded LeClaire pbase of tile Gower limestone at Lime City. 
remarkably pure dolomite and were formerly used in the manulacture of lime. 

~ Tbe lower beds are a <:0 
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the main line a,t that junction. The rock is ·of ithe usual LeCLaire 
facies. The following sect10n may be taken as ·a fair laverage : 

2. Limestone, light buff, non-laminated, soft, earthy, with a 
strong odor of petroleum when struck with the hammer; in 
layers from six to t,welve inches in thickness, cherty, nod-

FEET. 

ules up to a foot in diameter. . .. . . .. .. .. .... . . . . ... . . . .. . . 18 
1. Limestone, dolomitie, sub-crystalline, hard , massive; beds 

highly inclined; readily separated from beds which are hori-
zontal.. .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . .. 25 

Dynamite was used in blas,ting and the ,stone w'as sent to the 
kilns by a ,tram running on ,a 'trestle. Four pwtent draw kilns 
were used and the lime could be loaded from the sheds directly 
on the cars. S.ome years ,since pe1troleum was used I3)S fuel in one. 
of the kilns, but l'ater only wood was employed for calcination. 
The region about Sugar creek is forested, and wood was obtained 
at moderate expen e. The output found r,eady market along the 
line-s of the ChicaO'o, Rock IsI'and .and Pacific Railway in Iowa 
and the sta tes wes1t. The amount of stripping is very slight. 
The beds of the Coggan, which ,overlie the limer'oek, are shipped 
for ripmp and ballast, being wholly unavailable for lime or 
building stone. No lime has been produced here for some years 
and the plant is dismantLed. 

Cedar Valley .-The lime plant at Cedar Valley consists of 
three patent draw-kilns, each w~th a capacity of 120 barrels, and 
the usual storage .and cooper sheds. Of the quarry face of six,ty 
feet, 8'carcelyany is ullJavaDable for lime, and the expense of 
stripping is inconsIderable. ~he rock is ·economically handled, 
and the lime is loaded on 'the ears of ,the Chicago, Rock Island 
and Pacific Railw,ay. It has found a wide market over I'owaand 
the adj'acent sltates to ,the W8S't. Wood is employ·ed as fuel and is 
brought in fr·om ,the heavily wooded hills of ,the Kansan upland 
on both sides of the river. 

CLA YTON COUNTY. 

The Niagara limestone covers an extensive area in the south
ern portion of the county, an irregular area on ,the divide be
tween the Volga and Turkey rivers and small outliers in Grand 
Meadow and Marion townships. A large number 'of outcrops are 
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av:ai1able 'along the numer'ous stream ~ays. Quarries have been 
opened near ' Gun'der .and Strawberry Point. An extens'ive 
quarry is opened just 'across ,the line in Fayette county. The 
beds developed are similar to those 'available in may ton county. 
The Niagara beds are ,somewhat variable but consist generally 
of a buff, heavy bedded dolomite, ,the ledges varying from tW'O 
t,o f.our ,or more feet in thickness. The Wilkes Williams quarry 
which is described later under the discussl!on 'Of Fayette county 
may be accepted as representative for rthe northern 'Outliers in 
Clayton county. In section 15, Cass township, 'about 'One mile 
north of Strawberry Point, ,the following quarry section may be 
observed: 

FEET. 

2. Dolomite, coarse-textured, buff, containing chert nodules, in 
ledges eighteen inches to three or four feet thick .. ... ..... 8-10 

1. Dolomite, light gray, almost white, finely crystalline, free 
from chert, in layers from four to eighteen inches and two 
and one-half feet in thickness . The thicker ledges can be 
split into any desired thickness along lamination planes. 
The rock is soft when first quarried and grows hard on ex-
posure . . . .. ........ .. .. . .. . .. .. . .. .. . .................... 6-8 

Similar s·ecti'Ons have been developed ,at ,other points in ,the 
neighborhood. The beds are ,some sixty to seventy feet above 
the base 'Of ,the Niagara. They are almost white, fine-grained 
and ra'ther soft when first quarried land 'attain a thicknes's .of 
twenty to twenty-five feet. 

LIME . 

Clayton coup.ty has a wealth 'Of raw material .suitable f.Qr the 
manufactu,re of good lime. Kilns have been operated at various 
points in ,the coliIllty and materials from several 'horizons were 
used. , .At the, present time only two kilns are opera'ted, both 
being locwted at Guttenberg and both utilize the tr'l,llllsi;fion beds 
of the Galena-Platteville. A better grade of'lime could be made 
from the fully dolomitized beds of the Oneota, Galena .or Niag
ara. Only ,sufficient 1i:me is produced to supply the local dem~md. 

CLINTON COUNTY. 

With 'the excepti:on 'Of a small area elos~ to ·the Mississippi ill: 
Elk River and Spring V;alley townships, which is underlain by 
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the M-aquoketa shales, the country rock of Clinton county be
longs to the Niagar,a stage of the Silurian. There are -said ,to be 
exposures of Niagara limestone in every 'township in the oounty, 
save one, Berlin township. 

It is quarried particularly in the vicinity -of Clinton, where 
considemble thicknesses of the limestone ,are exposed in the 
bluffs bordering ,the valley of the Mississippi. There are also 
many 'small openings from which stone is removed, that are scat
tered so univ'ersally ov,er Ithe county thaJt it is scarcely pos-sible 
to segregate ,them into districts. N ext to ,the Clinton quarries, 
in the depth -of strata exposed las well as in commercial impor
tance, come, no doubt, ,the group ,of small quarries in the south 
tier of ,townships near the W,apsipinicon and in the neighborhood 
of Wheatland, Oalamus, and Dewitt. 

The Niagara consists typically of beds of dolomitic limestone 
and dolomite, varying in nature from fine-grained, yeUow, thinly 
laminat·ed and porous layers,' !iio heavy beds as great as six feet 
in depth, 'of brown to bluish gray compact 'stone. Ohert ·in bands 
and nodules occurs very commonly throughout the Niagara 
strata. As mentioned, ,the st-one has been quarried at a number 
'Of localities in diff'erent par,ts of Ithe county. The following char
a0teristic sections will afford an idea of the quality of the rock, 
the succession of the beds and the extent and possibilities of the 
building stone industry. They are taken in the principal quarry 
districts. 

Clinton quarries.-The Clinton City quarry is located ,at 
Fourth Avenue and Bluff Road. The usable 'Strata here consist 
of ,an upper four to five feet of soft, thin-bedded stone which 
grades into a somewhat firmer gray to bluish rock below. All 'Of 
the beds 'are porous and 'Often cavernous on :a small scale. Tihere 
are six to eight fee't IOf weathered dol'Omitic residue and a v,arying 
depth of loes's 'overlying the quarry. The lower beds are being 
used in city street work. 

The Thomas Pur,cell quarry is located ,at Eighth Avenue and 
Sixth Str,eet. A face of fif,teen feet is open, running nearly a 
block parallel :to Eighth Avenue and consisting of strata similar 
to those described 'above. Below the upper five feet the beds ,are 
heavy; in .some instances individual ledges are three feet ,thick. 
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The bottom 'str,atum contains nodules of white chert. Further 
quarrying here is lim~ted by Ithe city improvements. 

The Un~on Park quarry belonging to the Turner 80ciety and 
worl"ed by Henry Jessen is situated at the intersection of Unron 
Street and Bluff Road. A maximum of thirty feet {)f the Niag
ara is exposed, covered by three Ito four feelt of drift and ten to 
twenty feet of loes's. The upper portions 'of the dol'Omitic beds 
are fissured 'and weathered in places t'o a residuum or "geest." 
The top beds are 'also soft and of 'an ocherous yellow color. The 
bottom ledges are denser, ·of a gray color and run ,one to three 
feet in 'thickness. Only Ithe latter 'are solid enough for flounda
tion or ,other important masonry work. The quarry is worked 
constantly, hand methods only being practiced. The heavy and 
increasing amount 'of stripping necessary to 'Obtain ,these lower 
strata is a grea't handieap to extensive development. 

The quarry of Thomas Carey on Fourth Street, near Lamb's, 
is the most 'extensive opening in Olinton. There is less of ,the 
worthless disintegrated material here aboye the solid ledges. 
Thir,ty-five to foI'ity feet of usable 'st'one have been opened up and 
a large amount taken out. The individual beds vary in 'tJhickness 
from a few inches to three f.eet and products of any desired 
dimensions are obtainable. Fifteen to twenty feet of loess are 
removed to reach 'the quarry beds. The output consis'ts 'of foun
dation material and some dimension tone from the deepest beds, 
while the upper strata ;are crushed for road 'and c{)ncrete work. 
The quarry is equipped with a portable jaw crusher m8Jde by the 
Western Wheeled Scraper Oompany. 

The dolomi,tic beds are exposed at other poinlts near Olinton, 
especially to the north in the vicinity of Lyons and in many 
places in tlhe hills to the west 'along small tributaries. At all 
points the surface layers are usuaUy badly honey,combed by 
weathering and s'olution, and often nOlthing remains but a yellow
ish crumbling dolomitic sand m dolomitic clay residuum. It is 
therefore necessary to remove in most cases great quantities of 
the drsintegrated portions to reach Ithe deeper solid and more 
durable ledges. These surfac'e materials are serviceable in the 
shape of crushed sltone, althoug'lh they are not of 'the best quality, 
even for this purpose. 



PLATE XXXVIII -Thomas Carey quarry section showing the general character of the Niagara beds of the region. The chert beds are rather promin
ent in the middle section. Clinton, Clinton county, Iowa. 
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The accompanying section is giv,en a's ,showing the general 
character of 1;Ihe lower Niagara beds 'to which the Olinton quarry 
rock belongs:* 

FEET. 

6. Drift.. . . ................ .... . . . ... . . . . . ... . .. ...... 5 
5 . Geest. ..... .. .. . . .......... . ................. . .... .. .. . ... . 3 
4. Porous and yellow, dolomitic limestone, irregularly bedded, 

full of small crevices lined with calcareous incrustations. 
This is known as "shell rock" among the quarrymen. . . . . . 40 

3. Finely granular, yellow, dolomitic limestone with numerous 
small cavities, often lined with a coating of crystalline cal
cite. Bands of chert occur at intervals of from two to four 
feet. Seven of these were each about five inches in thick-
ness . .. ..... . . .. . . . . ... . .... .. .. . . ... ... . .... ..... . ... .. . . 30 

2. Buff-brown, dolomitic limestone of fine-grained texture , with 
many bands of chert, also scattered nodules of chert. The 
chert is most abundant below. Some of the chert bands 
have a thickness of one foot. These thicker bands occur 
above and the thinner lie below . Thirteen bands in all 
were counted. The lowermost, of which some were no more 
than an inch in thickness , lie close together. . . . .. ........ . 25 

1. Blue shale (Maquoketa) . . .. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. .. . . 15 

In Orange township, the principal eXp'0sures are on Barber 
creek. 'On the land of A. A. Harber, in the ·southeast quarter of 
section 29, the following beds are in view in an 'oLd quarry: 

FEET . 

4. Soil...................... .. ...... .. . ... ...... . . .. .......... 1 
3 . Shattered and disturbed, yellow, thin bedded, limestone .... 9 
2. Very thinly laminated, yellow limestone, separating very 

readily along bedding planes into thin slabs of even a 
fraction of an inch in thickness. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . ... .... 11 

1. The above rests on a floor which dips steeply to the north and 
consists of heavy, firmer ledges of weathered, porous lime
stone, some few feet of which have been worked. 

The top, No.3, "slate," is being used as macadam and appears 
,to give good service in this capacity on country roads. 

Mrs. A. Smith has a small quarry south of Barber creek in 
the southwest quarter of 'the southeast quar,ter ·of section 29. 
Eight to 'ten 'feet ,of porous yellow limestone are exposed in beds 
from six inches to less than one inch in thickness. There is 
little drift 'or 'S'oil eovering. The same stone crops out in the 
hills 'along both sides of Barber creek,s.outhea;stward, ,through 
sections 29 and 30. The strata are seldom horizontal but no uni-

"Geology Clinton county, Iowa Geological Survey, Vol. XV, page 401. 
17 
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form direC'tian of dip was made out. In some instances the lack 
of horizorrtality is lik'ely due to creep, but in general it seems to 
be the result of drsturban{les ,on a broader seale, which are indi
cated also by the sha,ttering of the beds ,themselves. 

Near the southwest corner of the noortheast quarter of section 
9, near Buena Vista, Olive township, F. C. Huehl has worked .a 
quarry on the land of S. B. Walker. The beds are similar to 
those on Barber cr'eek 'SoU'th of Grand Mound. They ar'e le'ss 
weathered and harder, more durable stone is obtained relatively 
near t.he surface 'and without much stripping. 

In the vicini1ty of Big Rock post office in Spring Rock township 
,the po'rous yeUow dolomite is expo:sed in the diff,s along RO{lk 
run, and rut numerous places to '1fhe south of the river in Sco'tt 
county. 

In ShaDon township, stone h'3JS bee'll quarried on the f,arm 
of Henry Kiel, one-half mile east of Lost Nation. The beds here 
are porous, unev-en .and. cheDty. 

The quarry 'section given below is exposed one-fourth of 'a mile 
east 'of the center of ,sec.tion 15, Sharon township :* 

FEET. 

10. Drift . . .. . .......... . , , , .. . , .. .. ... .. .. . ........ . .. . .. , , . , . 5 
9 . Geest.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .... ., ....... . .. ,... 4 
8. Fine-grained and laminated rock, breaking along the 

horizontal seams into slabs from one to three inches in 
thickness ........ . ....... .. .... . ....... , .. . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

7. More coarse-grained and porous, evenly bedded, yellow 
dolomitic rock, without well marked lamination .. , . . . . . . . 3 

6. Fine-grained dolomitic limestone, in · places with very 
distinct crystalline texture, and weathering into slabs 
about four inches in thickness. . . . . . . . ............... . ... 3 

5 . Yellow rock with occasional pockets set with crystals of 
calcite . . . . , . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

4. A single layer of fine-grained, dolomitic rock. . .. .... . . . . . . . 3 
3. Brownish, dolomitic limestone of compact texture, breaking 

much in quarrying ; and having occasional crystals of 
calcite . .. .. . ... . ....................... . ............ ,. ... 3 

2. Laminated, fine-grained and compact, dolomitic limestone , 
breaking into layers one inch in thickness, occasionally 
bearing chert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ............ 1 

1. Solid and compact ledge of gray, dolomitic limestone, with 
some empty crevices lined with a thin coating of crystals 
of calcite. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

• J. A. Udden, Iowa Geological Survey, Vol. xv, page 400, 



Pl-ATE XXXIX- Old Randall quarry near Big Rock, Clinton county , Iowa, showing heavy NIagara beda . 
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DELAWARE COUNTY. 

The Niagara limestone forms Ithe country rock over nearly 
the entire 00unty ,and furnishes 'an unlimited quantity of stone 
suitable for structural purposes, crushed ,stone ,and lime. Nu
merous outcrops appear along the principal riveI'ls 'and most 'Of 
their tributaries and Ithese ihave been developed Ito meet the 
merely local demand. Quar,ries have been opened at a large 
number of points, 'especially in the northeastern half 'Of the 
county. According to Oalvin there are tWQ horizons Ia.t which 
evenly bedded, ea.sily quarried stone 'occurs, and the quality of 
the stone at both horizons i,s ISUCb. a.s to place it among ,the best 
in Lowa. The lower stone horizon begins about thirty feet above 
the base of the Niagara limestone. and has a thickness of more 
than :thirty feet. 'The other horizon 'occurs near the top .of the 
Delaw,are :s:tage,a.bove :the Pentamerus beds, ,and has ,about the 
s'ame thickness as :t!he lower quarry-stone horizon. 

The principal quarries 'of the lower horizon lare located in Elk 
township. There ,are lat least four in 'section 16, one in ,section 
23, and two or three occur in section 2. All are worked more 'Or 
less constantly during the 'summer season. 

The Wilcox quarry is 'loca1ted ,on the ,southwest quarter 'Of :sec
tion16,and is typieal lof all ,the ,others at this geological level. It 
presents a vertic,al face 'of about thirty feet. The beds range 
from ,thr,ee:Or four, ,to thirty-six inches in thickness. The heavier 
l,ayersare ,toward the top 'of the 'exposure, and some of these 
contain numerous oherty concretions. Near the base 'Of the 
quarry the stone lies in thinner l'ayers and is free from chert. 
The quarry is capable 'of yielding good material for cut dimen
sion stone, all kinds 'of ashlar work, rubble and heavy dimension 
stone f:Or bridge piers. A greM number 'of joints trending 'south
west-northeast cut vertically through the 'strata. The best ma
terial f:or cut ,stone lies ,about the middle of the quarry section. 
Here the beds :are free frQm chert, and the surfl8:ces .of the indi
vidual layers are comparatively parallel planes. Near the base 
of the quarry the layer,s present uneven surfaces, the irregullari
ties resembling rtheeffects .of wave action. 

The Wilcox quarry is situated on the north side ofa triangular 
ridge separating 'two converging ViaUey,s. Around 1Jhe point of 
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the hill, and almost opposite Ithe exposure >oper~ted by Wilcox, 
another opening has been made in layers corresponding to those 
in >the upper parlt of the Wilcox quarry. The stone is weathered 
wt .the top, and:usoverlain by dark brown residual ellay, residual 
chert 'and 'a thin layer >of !toess. There 'are no signs of drift. If 
the Kansan drift was ever laid down in this locality it was en
tirely removed by erosion before the deposition lof the loes's. 
All the otlher quarries opened at thi's ihorizonsho-w es'sent~ally the 
slame details a'S thO's'e describ€d. 

Regularly bedded limestone, >apparently the same as ,the beds 
worked, continue below the b~se of ,the Wiloox quarry for at least 
fifteen feet, and hence there is a total thicknes's lof ro>rty-five 
feet ·of b~ds that might be quarried. Between the quarry ston€ 
and the horizontally laminated beds .at the base ·of the Niagara 
there is a ra'tlher gradual 'transition throllgfu ·strata intermediaJte 
in chiar,aJOter. No fossils were noted either in the basal beds 
or in the quarry stone. 

There are quarries lat ,the same horizon in Bremen township. 
One lof these i'S loc,wteds'outh of ilhe center of Isection 13, and there 
are two ·or ,three in section 26. A quarry in the northern paI'lt 'of 
section 26, furni'shes good stone for rOUgih maS/onry. The rock is 
granular, v'esicular, mUCJh pitted by wea>thering where expolsed, 
r~ther evenly-bedded; beds fare horizontal and vary from a few 
inches to more thana fOlot in thickness. The piltted eondilt'ion due 
to weathering is peculiar and distinguishe's the rock of Ithis lo
cality from the equivalent beds on Elk creek. The quality is in
ferior when compared ':Vith sltone from the Elk creek quarries. 
Anolther quarry in which the 'sltone 'slhows Isimilar peculiarities 
of weathering occurs a 'short distance S'outhwest of ,the center of 
s·ecti'on 26, Bremen township. 

Beds of this lower quarry ·stone horizon, resembling thos'eon 
Elk creek, are exposed alt many poinlts lalong the Li>vtle Turkey 
river ,and its branches in the northeastern pa:r<t ,of Colony town
ship. 

The best exposures of the upper. quarry Ihoriz'on fare seen in 
Uni'on township, a few miles southwest of Hopkinton. The Mer
riam quarry, in 1Jhe southeast quarter ofsecti>on 23, has been 
worked longer Ithan any of .the rest, and may serve a's a g>ener:al 
illustra,tion. The Isection is 'about '~s follows: 
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MERRIAM SECTION. 

FEET. 

11. Layers of limestone alternating with layers of chert each 
about three inches thick. . . . . . . . . . .. ... . ................. 21 

10. Single layer, with em bedded concretions of chert ... ...... . . 
9. Three to six inch layers of limestone, alternating with two to 

three inch layers of broken chert, . . ... ............... . . .. . 
8. Fair rock with little chert ...... ........... .. . ...... . .. ... . 
7. 
6. 
5. 

Even-grained rock, cleavable . ..... . ............... . ...... . 
Good quarry stone in several layers ....................... . 
Compact layer with large, flat Pentamerns .... .. .. " . ..... . 

4. Lowest layer worked ................ . ... ..... . ........... . 
3 . Vesicular ledges below base of quarry ... .... . ... .... ..... ,. 

2 

5 
H 

5 

" 3 
2 

3 
2. Cherty layers . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . .... . . ....... . .. . . . ... . . . 4 
1 . Cherty and vesicular layers down to talus. . . . . . . . . .. .... ... 18 
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The Merriam quarry has from fifteen to twenty feet of excel
lent quarry stone. There are two or -three other quarries work'ed 
at the same hori~on in the same quarter section. 

The Loop quarry .issituated in the nOflthwest quarter of sec
tion 25, township 87 north, range IV wes1t, 'about one mile south
east ,of the Merriam quarry . . Thi,s quarry has been worked for 
a number 'of ye,ars, and it is capable 'of furnishing a large amount 
of valuable building s!tone. The stone is fine-grained, homogene
ous, easily worked and of good color. As ,the quarry is carried 
farther back into the hill, the aggr,egate thickness of the avail
able stone will increase to twenty-five 'Or thirty feet. The beds 
now expo'sed furni'sh excellent material fior rubble, range courses 
and dimensionst{)ne up Ito ten inches in thickne'ss. 

Quarry stone belonging to the Merriam quarry horiz'on crops 
out 'at a number of pointsal'ong a small ravine in the ea'st half 
of 'secti'On 17, South Fo.rk township. The bedding seems to be 
thinner here ,than on the west 'side -of the Maquoketla in Union 
township. S'ome -of the beds, however, ·are ten inches in thick
ness; and qUJarr1es worked 'on :the northeas1t quarter of 'section 
17, and on the southeas't quarter of -the ,same -section, have fur
nished 'a large 'amount 'of good building sltone for local use. An
other 'small opening 'at this same horizon w:as noted in 'section 14 
of South F{),rk to,wnship. 

There 'are :several quarries in ,the upper building -sitone beds 
in Millo township. The largest ,are located in ,the eastern part 
of section 9, ne'ar the north end of )the highlands, 'Called in Gal-
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vin's report 'on Delaw,are county 1ilie Delhi pla:teau. T'he land on 
which the qUlarrying is done is nearly 200 feet higher than the 
Maquoketa river a't the neareslt point. The rock is here leS's 
magnesian than at other exposures in the county. A large 
propol1tionof it is blu~s'h in color, ,and there are many large 
pockets of calcite. The bedding is quite regular, but the quality 
of Ithe Sit one is not equal ,to ,that alt Ithe Merriam ,and Loop quar
ries farther 'south. A much better quality of stone is furnished 
by the Matthews quarry located near the center of 'seC!tion 4. The 
Matthews quarry has beds ranging from ,two inches up to two 
feet in ,thickness. The ,stone has a good color, rather fine texture, 
and may be used for the better grades of structural work. 

In Delhi township the upper quarry 'stone is worked to 'Some 
extent at Beal's quarry, in ,the town ,of Delhi. It ~s exposed .and 
might be easily quarried, in the bluff south of Fleming's miUs, 
in section 29, and there 'are 'a number of other exposures, ,though 
rut rather inaccessible points, along the bluffs of the Maquoketa, 
in sections 29, 30, 33, 34 and 35. A ,small quarry oapable ,of 
affording very excellent stone is opened on the nOI1thea:st quarter 
of 'ection 23. 

The Pentamerus beds are usually massive 'and break on quar
rying into shapeless pieces, burt at 'a few points in the county Ithey 

FIG. 17-Regu larly bedded Pentamerus-::Jearing limestone in section 31, B remen township 
one mile east of Earlville, Delawar e coun ty, Iowa. 
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lie in C'ompar,a;tively thin, even lay,ersthat n'1:ay be quarried ,with
out difficulty, ,and yield 'stone suitable for ,a number of purpo'ses. 
~he position 'of the Pentamerus beds is betw,een the ,two quarry 
stone horizons already described. A 'small quarry ~s worked in 
the P ,en!tamerns horizon in the northwest quarter ,of section 3, 
Oolony 'township. In the same ,township ,there i's another quarry 
Bit this :horizon near the 'center -of 'section 27, and 'still another is 
worked in the 'southwe's't quarter -of ,section 35. The la'Sit men
tioned has been ,opemted more ex,tensively than ,the other two. 
The quarry faoe is ,about eight feet in height. The beds are 
somewhat shattered near the top. Chert i's abundant BiS partings 
between iJhe layers 'or aiS concretions 'embedded in them. The 
limestone is overl:ain by a very reddish bro'Wil, pebbly Kjansan 
dri:ft. 

Some ,of ,the mOist important quarries worked in the Pentam
erus beds are located in the southwest quarter of the north
west quarter of ,section 31, Bremen township. In one of these 
quarries there is an exposed section, thirteen feet in thicknes's, 
which shows: . 

F E E T . 

2 . Coarse vesicular stone in heavy ledges , ledges varying from 
eight to thirty inches in thickness .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

1. Evenly-bedded stone in layers two to six inches in thickness. 
Some of the layers contain Pentamerus ablangus with shells 
partly preserved. Stone is soft earthy dolomite, with Borne 
chert. . ... . . ... . . . ... ... . . .. . .... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 5 

The massive beds of No.2 C'ontain Lyelli'a, F 'avosites and other 
C'orals. rnhese Ithick ledges a're undermined in taking 'out the 
thinner layers ,of No.1, ,and grea;t blocks left wiJthout 'Support 
fall do'wn 'on ,the floor 'of the quarry. 

Some stone is obtained from this horizon near Sand Spring 
in S:outh F 'ork ,township. Pentamerus limestone is used for 
foundations and bridge piers at Forestville in Richland town
ship. N ear ,the northwest corner of section 2, Ml10 township, 
there i,s a 'small quarrythaJt w,ith rather coarse, thin-bedded lime
stone, furnishes an unusual amount of ehert. 

LIME. 

Wirth ,an 'a:bUn!dance of stone of first-class grade for lime burn
ing, it is 'a little ,surprising to find that no lime is pr,oduced in 
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Delaware county. There 'ar,e no kilns that a're operrated continu
ously or that attempt ,to dO' more than supply some 'tempol'ary 
local demand. There are scores 'of localities where the P,entam
erus and coral-bearing beds, lying between the two quarry stone 
horizons, 'are massive, crystalline ,and free from ohert. In such 
ease, if properly managed, they will produce a ,superVor quahty 
of lime. Remains of ,abandoned limekilns are found in ,almost 
every neighborhood where the Niagara limestone outcrops, but 
no kilns are in operation ,at the present time. There are half a 
dozen or more ,of these old kilns in the neighborhoDd 'of Hopkin
ton. No beltter lime WlliS ever made 'anywhere than that whioh 
these kilns produced when they were operra:ted. The raw mate
rial is abundant 'and easily obtained. What QS lacking is Ciapital, 
organization and 'efficient management. Dubuque lime, 'and other 
limes not one whitt better than the home product, but made on ra 
large scale by improved methods, are able to 'supplant the home 
product when made by the primitive ,appliances adopted by the 
pioneer settlers of the county. 

DUBUQUE COUNTY. 

The Niagara limestone covers the western portion of the 
county and has been quarried at several points. Two well de
fined quarry horizons have been developed, one near the base 
of the series between the fifteen feet of basal beds and the che:vt 
beds, 'and ,the orther 'at the top of the Niagara series as they 
occur in Dubuque county. Each horizon comprises about twenty 
feet of good quarry sltone, ,the lower beds being typically shown 
in the quarries about F .arley, while the mo'st important quarries 
in the upper beds have been opened near Cascade. The bW8'al 
beds and beds between ,the lo,wer and upper quarry beds, while 
suitable for rubble and crushed 'stone purposes, are not quarried 
extensively at 'any place in the county. 

TypiC!al ections of Ithe lower beds may be seen in the quarry 
of Peter Milesi, ea, t of Farley, and in the Arquitt quarry north 
of the same ,town. The Milesi quarry, loeated in the southwest 
quarter of section 8, Taylor township, on the Illinois Central 
railway, shows ,the following beds and layers: 
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MILESI SECTION. 

INCHES . 

8. Coarse-grained. bridge stone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .............. 21 
7. Stone of medium grade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 
6. Ledge of fine-grained stone, with some chert... . . . .... ... .. . 24 
5. Stone similiar to number 6... . .... ...... .... ... . . . . . . . .. .... 14 
4. Fine-grained stone of good quality.... ... . . . ... . . . ... . .. . ... 4 
3. Stone of same quality as number 4................. . .... .... ~7 

2. Stone similar to 3 and 4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
1. Stone like 2, 3 and 4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 26 

The North F1arley quarry, located on ,the Chica~o Great West
ern I1ailw,ay, shows practic'allythe S'ame series but with slightly 
different thicknesses and other unimportant differences. The 
sequence 1s as follows: 

FIG. 18-Arquitt Bros. quarry. somewhat obscured by an excessive amount 01 talus. North 
Farley. Dubuque county. Iowa. 
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NORTH FARLEY QUARRY. 

INCHES. 

9. Thick course used for cellar rock and rip-rap. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 
8. Heavy course used for bridge rock. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 
7. Bridge rock ..... . ...... .... '. . . . . . . . . . . . .. .................. 24 
6. Bridge rock. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
5. Cherty layer, furnishes some good material.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 
.4 . Coarse, cherty in places, but sometimes furnishes very good 

stone ....... ......... ... ...... ... ............. . .. , .. .. .. .. 14 
3. Coarse with some, chert, used for cellar walls. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 12 
2. Stone of excellent quality, easily sawed to requisite 

dimensions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
1. Bottom ledge of good quality, caps along certain planes, 

easily sa wed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

The beds quarried fat each place ar,e dolomitic limestones, light 
Ylellow to buff, fine-gr,ained 'and :finely laminated. The courses 
are ,separated by shaly partings land are Isoft and very easily 
worked. In the Arqui'tt quarry the 1St one is sawed and dressed 
by machinery and very closely resembles the Cedar Valley and 
Stone City s'tone. The lower quarry beds appear and are quar
ried farther eas1t; 'small quarries nav,e been opened on IsecHon 
2, Taylor township, and Isection 36, Iowa township. At ,the 
former ,the Niagal'ia-Maquoketa contact may be :seen and the 
beds exposed are .as foHows: 

FEET. 

5. Chert beds consisting of coarse-grained dolomite in very un-
even, thin layers, interbedded with a large amount of chert 4 

4. Lower quarry stone in courses varying from eight inches to 
two feet in thickness; stone light gray to cream color, rather 
fine-grained, the upper layers carrying more or less of chert 14 

3 . Basal beds in heavy layers which are, however, capable of 
being split along lamination planes into relatively thin 
divisions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... . . ..... . ' ,' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

2. Transition beds of Maquoketa... ...... ...... . ... ... . .... ... . 13 
1. Plastic shale of the Upper Maquoketa; not measured . 

~he Iowla township quarry shows beds higher in the s'eries ,and 
less good quarry rock than the Taylor township section. 

About 165 feet of 'almost worthIes's material intervene between 
the lower quarry beds and the upper quarry beds. The rock 
which constitutes ,these upper beds is in even layers varying 
from three 1;10 'ten inches in thickness, fine-gl1ained, cream to light 
buff in,color andaff,ords Ian eX'Cellerrt quality of material for the 
less mas'sive grades of building stone. The stone W'rus used in 
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building Saint Martin's church at Cascade. Numerous outcrops 
of the upper beds appear in White Water and Oasc3!de town
ships. The beds intermediate between · the upper and lower 
quarry beds are well shown in the cliffs near the southwest 
corner of section 32, Wh~te Water township. The sequence IS 

as follows : 
FEET. 

11. Light-colored, fine-grained rock tesp.mbling the upper quarry 
beds... . . . ..... . . ... ..... . . .. ... . . . .... . .......... . ..... 2 

10. Dolomite, soft, yellow, easily decomposed, Cerionites beds.. 4 
9. Dolomite, moderately hard, yellow. .. . . . .. . . .... . .... . . .. .. 5 
8 . Dolomite, soft, fine-grained, gray, Cerionites beds.. .. . . ... . 15 
7. Dolomite, coarse, massive, standing in vertical cliffs; Penta-

merus oblongus horizon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . ... . .... 45 
6. Dolomite, hard, very compact, with many casts of Penta-

merus, and some chert....... . ..... . . . . ........ . ... . .... . 5 ' 
5. Soft, rapidly weathering, light gray beds, with Pentamerus · 

oblongus and non-silicified corals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
4. Dolomite, moderately soft, weathering rapidly, containing 

the same corals found in number 3. . . . .... .... . . . . ... . . . . 7 
3. Hard, dark gray beds, with many colonies of Favosites 

hisingeri, Halysites catenulatus, Syringopora tenella, and 
Heliolites interstinctusj all the corals are silicified; a good 
lime-burning rock. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

2. Dolomite, coarse, granular, light buff, weathering irregularly 
and showing definite bedding planes; silicified corals, as 
in number 3 . . . . ..... .. .. . .. . . . .. . . '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

1. Slope to level of water in stream, rock not exposed. . . . . . . . . 20 

.The intermediate beds have been quarried in this vicinity and 
also near Dyersville and other points in the county. 

FAYETTE COUNTY . 

The Hopkinton stage of the Niagara ,occupies 'a very irregular 
area over the north, east and south portions of ,the county. The 
larger streams of the area have cut entirely through the heavy 
beds of limestone and expose the Maquoketa shale's, the under
cutting of the sof,ter beds tending to pr,oduce 'and maintain es
carpments facing the streams. Numerous outcrops appear upon 
the entire are,a and quarrying ona 'small seale has been done at 
a number of points. The most important quarry in the county 
is located on the northeast quarter of seetion 24, Clermont town
ship, and is owned and operated by Wilkes Williams. The beds 
exposed are as follows : 
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WILLIAMS QUARRY SECTION. 

FEET. 

8. Clay, reddish, largely residual, but containing occasional 
pebbles and small bowlders of greenstone and granite. .... 3 

7. Dolomite, much decayed, yellow, containing very abundant 
nodules of chert; long exposed surfaces present numerous 
cavities from which chert masses have weathered; lami
nation planes irregular and imperfectly developed, indicated 
by bands of chert.... .. . . .... . ... .... ... . . .. . . . . ..... . . .. 14 

6. Dolomite, coarse-grained, yellow, containing a large amount 
of chert in the upper part . ... .. . . ..... . .... .... ... .... . . .. 2 

5. Dolomite, heavy ledge, yellow in color and rather coarsely 
granular in texture, without chert. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .... . .. . 3t 

4. Dolomite, coarse-grained, yellow in color, containing no 
chert. . . . . . . . . . . ... . . .... . . .. ... .................. . .... . . 1 

3. Dolomite, regular layer, rather fine-grained, without chert .. . It 
2. Dolomite, yellow, resembling No. 1 in texture, two and 

one-half feet in thickness at the south end of the quarry, in-
creasing to four feet in thickness at the north. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

1. Dolomite, heavy ledge, homogeneous, fine-grained with no 
tendency to split along planes of lamination, and containing 
no fossils or chert nodules; increasing in thickness toward 
the north.... ... . .. ... ........... . ..... . .............. .. . 4 

The quarry is located near the Clayton-Fayette county line, 
and the beds whi~h are being developed belong to an outlier of 
Niagara separated from the main body. Several other outlierls 
similar in chamcterappear in the immediaJte neighborhood. 
About twelve to f10urteen feet of stone is utilized for various 
structural purposes and gives excellent satisfact}on. Lack 'of 
transportation facilities grea;tly limits the capacity of the quar
ries, as the stone must be hauled to Clermont or Postville for 
shipment. Over the northern portion of the eounty the Hopkin
ton beds are remarkably pur,e. N ear Auburn the beds are pre
vailingly a gray limestone, in layers two to six feet in thickness, 
somewhat vesicular and lamination plaIles not evident. The 
stone is very hard and brittle, break~ng with a conchoidal to 
uneven fracture and in one direc;tion about as readily as in an
other. Samples were collected and analyzed with the following 
results : 
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1 2 3 4 5 6 

Silica ... . .... . ..... . . ..... . . 49 .60 
6.36} 
6.25 

0.68 

0.50 

98.52 

11.95 

2.80 

84.80 

33.82 
7.83} 
1. 92 

7.55 18.31 
Alumina . . .. . . . 
Iron oxide ....... . 3 .43 3.60 

Lime carbonate. . . . . .. . 78.69 73.48 
Lime ...... ....... .... . . 22.45 
Magnesium carbonate .. . 

31.73 
0.45 ......... 

1.52 
2 .40 3 .10 

Magnesia ........ .. ... . 
Soda .. .... . 
Potash .... ' 

0.20 
0.35 
0.90 

Moisture . . . . . . .... .. . .. . . I • •• ••• • •• 

.. .. .. ...... 1.82 
4 .25 

0.08 
6.90 

Sulphur trioxide .. .. . . . . .. .' .. 0.37 
Loss on ignition... . .. .. . . '.1 13 .56 .... t 

.. .... '[ 
15.60 
1.62 0.84 1.52 

L. G. Michael, analyst'. 
1. Maquoketa shale, Auburn Mills. Average samples. 
2. Niagara limestones, Auburn Mills. Average samples. 
3. Argillaceous limestone, near Clermont. 
4. Shale near Clermont . 
5. Natural cement rock near Clermont. 
6 . Shaly limestone near base of Maquoketa at Elgin . 

Auburn Mills ~s 'an inl-and town and while both shale and lime
stone are exposed in unlimited quantities they are not available 
c'ommercially at the present !time. 

Over the southern portion of the county the Niagara limestone 
is a rather coarse-grained, yellowish brown dolomite, and be
longs much higher in the series than the beds expo'sed in the Wil
liams quarry. In places it becomes arenaceous and usually car
ries large numbers of chert nodules. In ,the vicinity of West 
Union the material is often fine-grained, very hard, light gray 
limestone, containing 'a large amount of chert concretions. Near 
the northea'st corner of section 22 in Union to,wnsihip, the follow-
ing succession of beds ~s exposed : 

WILLIAMS AND DAVIS QUARRY SECTION. 

FEET . 

8. Limestone, impure, yellowish gray in color, and fine-grained; 
no chert ... . ..... . ...... .. .... ... . ...... ...... . ..... . . .. . . It 

7. Limestone, gray colored, very hard, in places showing a tend
ency to separate into layers eight, three, two, four and eight 
inches in thickness respectively; without fossils, and con-
taining no chert. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... . ... .. .. . ......... 2 

n. Limestone, much . shattered, gray, containing a very large 
amount of chert in the form of nodules and irregular masses It 
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FEET. 

5. Limestone, dense, fine-grained, gray in color, without fossils, 
almost free from chert in the middle portion. . . . . . . . . .. . ... 1 

4. Limestone, gray, consisting of layers two to four inches in 
thickness, which are separated from one another by bahds 
of chert.... .... .... ...... ... . ... ...... . ... ... .. . ......... 4 

3. Limestone, fine-grained, gray, in two layers one and. one-third 
feet and one foot in thickness; containing much chert and 
separated by a chert seam. . . . . . . . . .. .. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2! 

2. Limestone, massive, containing a very large amount of chert 
in the form of bands and imbedded nodules. . .. . . .. .. . . . . . 43! 

1. Limestone, gray, cherty, in layers three to six inches in 
thickness ..... .. ...... .. . ... ............... .... .. ........ . 

Number 1 in the 'above section is believed to be the equivalent 
of <the upper portion of number 7 in the Williams quarry. The 
beds here ,are not dolomitiZted save for a few feet near the top. 

Small quarries have been opened 'at other point,s in F 'airfield 
and Auburn townships to supply the local demand. Good 
natural outcrops are 'av.ailable .at many other pla0es. 

- . . " 

FIG. 19-Wilkes Williams quarr)' "howing the roug'h, heavy bedded facies of the Niagara, sec
tion ~2, Union township , Fayette county, Iowa. 
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JACKSON COUNTY. 

The Niagara limes'tone immediately underlies t1Jhe drift over 
more than five-sixths of the surf'ace of the county and supplies 
the chief rock quarried, for both lime and structural purposes. 
All 'of the beds developed, with ,the exception of 'a small area in 
Brandon township, belong to the Hopkinton stage. They con
S]st, for the mo,st part, of very heavy layers of sub-crystalline 
dolomite ranging from two to .eight feet in thickness and imper
fectly stratified. The hasal beds form an almost continuous 
outcrop along1Jhe MiS's]ssippi and appear in Van Buren and F ,air
field townsihips. Good sections appear 'at numerous points along 
the principal str.eamways in the interior of r1;he county. From 
this wealth ·of outcr.opsonly a few quarry sections are givent 

however, Isufficient to give the general features of the beds and 
inc1icrute their avaHabilrty. The Hopkinton is represented by 
a hasal yellow dolom:iJte, which is non-fossiliferous and free from 
chert. Itt ranges from four or five to ten or twelve feet in thick
ness. These layers ar·e ,overlain by the chert beds, which consist. 
of an earthy yellow dolomite, thinly bedded and interstratified 
with hands of chert, and lruttain a thickness of from eighteen to 
twenty feet. The chert beds are followed by the massive, granu
l'ar dolomite which constitutes :the main portion of the Hopkin
ton. It 'attains a ,thickness of fr,om fifty to eighty feet and is 
used extensively in the manufacture 'of lime. The following 'sec
tions are fairly representative. A quarry located near the 
northeast corner of the ·southwest quarter of ,section 20, Iowa 
townsihip, shows the following succession ·of layer,s: 

7. Dolomite, decayed, earthy, yellow, containing much chert; the 
bedding planes destroyed by the breaking down of the rocks 

FEET . 

on weathering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ........... . ........ .. .... . . 10 
6. Dolomite, yellow, very cherty, weathering into layers about 

one inch in thickness. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... ..... . .. .. ... .... 3 
5. Dolomite, very cherty. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2t 
4. Dolomite, earthy, with chert.... . . . ... . ...... . .. . .. . ........ 2 
3. Dolomite, yellow, bearing, near the center, a band of chert 

two inches in thickness. Weathering into thin layers one 
to two inches thick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ..... . .. . .. . . 2t 

2. Dolomite, yellow, free from chert.... .. .. ......... .. ... . . ... It 
1. Dolomite, yellow colored, rather fine-grained, without chert, 

in a single layer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
18 
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The above 'section illustrate the basal members of the Niag'ara 
as developed in the county. Numbers 1 to 3 r,epresent the non
cherty member, and number,s 4 to 7 represent the chert beds. 

Hurst's lime quarry section ,east of the river at Hurstville, 
show the upper member. The beds are as follows; 

HURST'S LIME QUARRY SECTION , 

3. Dolomite, omewhat decayed, yellowish brown, weathered 
into layers from a few inches to three or four feet thick; 

FEET. 

containing Cerionites, crinoids and Pentamerus. . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
:2. Dolomite, massive, yellow, imperfectly separated into layers 

six to eight feet in thickness, which contain crinoids and 
Halysite and Favosites besides numerous individuals of 
Pentamerus. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ................. 30 

1. Dolomite, buff, crowded with rather small individuals of 
PentamenlS oulongu.s .. .. .......... " .... ..... ... . . . . . . . . . 8 

FIG. 20-Quarry furnishing stone for lime burning at Hurstville showing the massive cbar
acter or this phase of the Hopkinton. Jackso:l county, Iowa. 



PLATE XL-A. Hurst Lime Company plant at Pinhook, Bhov;ring elevated track , kilns and s tock house . A fai r representative of the lime manu
facturing plants of the state. Jackson county, Iowa. 
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The entire ,a:ssembl>age of beds is used :/lor lime burning. A 
heavy ledge ten to twelve feet in thi~lmess OOOUl'\S below number 
1 of the section, but it contains ~heI"t in such quantities 'as to 
make it unsuitable for lime manuf'acture. 

JOHNSON COUNTY . 

The Niagara limestone occupi,es a small triangular 'area in the 
northeast ~o,rner of the county. The two phases of ,the Gower 
stage, well marked in ,other counties, 'are represented in section 
2 along the Cedar river in Cedar Itownship. The hard, fine
grained, 'sub-{!rystalline, light cream colored dolomite, aggre
gating twenty feet in thiclmess, represents the LeClaire beds, 
while the mas'sive, vesicular, laminated dolomite, 'aggre~ating 
:/lorty feet in thiclmes's, is referred to the Anamosa stage. 

A ~omplete section 'of the bluff which faces the Cedar river in 
sections 2 and 3 in Cedar township is as follows: 

FEET. 

5. Loess, arenaceous, light colored. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-4 
4. Drift, pebbly, containing a large number of bowlders from 

one to three or four feet in diameter. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-6 
3. Limestone, laminated, without definite partings, cherty.. 30 
2. Limestone, yellow, non-laminated, in layers from four to 

eleven inches in thickness. . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
1. Dolomite, light colored, sl1bcrystalline. .. .. . .... . . . . . . . . .. 20 

Number 1 represents the LeClaire horizon and is essentially a 
pure dolomite admirably 'adapted for the manufacture of a high 
grade of lime. Numbers 2 and 3 belong to ,the Anamosa beds and 
have long found favor with the quarrymen, although the beds 
have never been developed extensively on account of lack of 
transportwti,on facilities. 

JONES COUNTY. 

The Niagar,a limestone 'series comprises the country rock over 
the entire county ,and excellent exposures may be view'ed along 
the principal streams. While each stage of the Niagara furnishes 
construction materials suitable for some economic use, the Ana
mos'a stage ,and the evenly bedded horizon near the top of the 
Hopkinton, furnish the only building stones of commercial im
portance, while the hard, sub-crystalline, irregul,arly bedded Le
Claire affords an inexhaustible supply 'of material suitable for 
high grade limes. 
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The building stone beds of the Hopkinton stage afford . some 
excellent material, particularly in the neighborhood ·of Clay 
Mills, Canton .and Temple Hill. Near Clay Mills the ledges vary 
from three to fourteen inches in 'thicknes's. Tille stone is gener
ally of good color, it is firm, compact, without laminre, and in the 
most trying situations, it resists admirably the action of the 
weather. All the exposures of the Hopkinton stage building 
stone are unfortunately located,so far as relates to f'acilities for 
transportation. Their only use for many years to come will be 
the furnishing of building material to supply local demands. 

The commercial quarries are all dependent on the evenly 
bedded, finely laminated 'stra:ta of the Anamos'a phase of the 
Gower stage. The most important quarries of this phase are 
located near the western border ·of the county in Fairview and 
Cass townships. 

The evenly bedded stone in the river bluff,s west of Anamosa 
early attracted attention. The first extensive use of ~t was made 
by ,the United States army in C"onstructing military roads while 
Iowa was yet 'a territory. Some of ,the old bridge piers built Ull

derthe direction ,of ithe military engineers, ,a1'e still ,standing and 
bear conclusive testimony to the durability of stone from this 
horizon. For 'some time the quarries were worked on a , small 
scale and supplied 'only a local 'trade, but the market widened as 
the qualities of the stone became better known, and long wagon 
hauls were made in order to ,secure this material for use in struc
tures of sufficient importance to justify such expensive methods 
of transportation. In 1852 stone was 'hauled from what is now 
Stone City to Mount Vernon for use in construction of one of 
the first buildings belonging to Cornell College. 

Shipments by rail began from this locality in 1859, and after 
that time the 'stone industry of the region increased rapidly. 
From supplying 'a very restricted local trade, the business of 
quarrying and shipping stone has grown until it now re,aches 
markets distributed throughout Iowa, Illinois, Wisconsin, Min
nesota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas and Missouri. Many 
of the most important structures in the ,several 's'tates named 
are built of Anamosa stone. Irt competes in Chicago and Minne
apolis with the product of quarries more advantageously located, 
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so far as dis'tance is concerned. All the important railways of 
the northwest have used Anamo'sa stone in the construction of 
bridge piers. The stone 'has been used ex.tensively in erecting the 
shops and other buildings at the Rock IsLand Arsenal. Iowa 'and 
Nebraska 'hav,e both used it in building hospitals for the insane. 
It meets 1he requirements of all grades of architectural work 
from the humblest to the highest. 

The Anamosa limes:tone varies locally, but in general it is 
composed of evenly bedded, perfectly laminated layers of impure 
dolomite that range's in color through shades of buff to gray on 
the one hand, and almos't white on the other. The beds are 
broadly undulating, but may be practically horizontal. The 
same beds thicken and thin gradually, but for limited distances 
are essentially parallel bced. The stone splits much more eas
ily along bedding planes than in other directions, although day 
paI"tings are not common. Vertical joints are few and f,ar be
tween although more numerous in some quarries than in others. 
Texturally the stone varies considerably, from fine-grained, 
compact, non-}aminated beds to somewhat vesicular, coarse
grained and ,evidently laminated beds. At S'tone City the Ana
mos'a beds have an aD'gregate thickness of sixty feet and are 
divided into two nearly equal parts by a porous, worbhless ledge. 
The lower thirty f.eet is known as the "gray limestone" while 
the beds in the upper 'half constitute ,the "white limestone." 
The most valuable quarry stone comes from the lower or gray 
limestone. The upper beds are imperfectly cemented, and the 
cleavage along lamination planes i,s more perfect than in the 
beds below, for which reason the rock in 'this part of the quarry 
tends to split into thin slabs, and long exposure to the weather 
reduces it to chipstone. As a consequence its range of useful
ness is somewhat limited, but it gives g,ood service when used 
in ordinary masonry. The lower beds, on the other hand, lie 
below the level of the ground water, 'are more perfectly cemented, 
and furnish excellent maierial for almost all kinds of structural 
purposes. There 'are some planes in this division, however, 
along which 'the r,ock is vesicular, the cavities being ,of rather in
definite shape and r.anging up to two or even three inc;hes in di
ameter. Some of these are decorated with crystals of 0alcite or 
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quartz or both. Cherty cOllcretionsare found in the upper lime
stone. 

The most important quarries are located 'al,ong theWapsi
pinicon in Stone City and vicinity, and ,along Buffalo creek about 
three miles west of Anamosa, where the State quarries are 
located. 

STONE CITY. 

Four important companies are operating here at the present 
time, as f,oUows : 

J. A. Green & Son; H. Dearborn & Sons; J. A. Erickson; and 
John Ronen. 

All of the quarries exhibit aboutiJhe same sequence of beds, 
,and all of the companies have labout ;the same ,equipment. All 
have railw,ay connections, own and use one or more channelers 
(single gang) and a number of steam drilLs, s'team derricks, 
pumps for hydraulic stripping, and a crusher plant ,each to util
ize the refuse. All ,of the quarri'es furnish crushed stone, riprap, 
rubble, bridge stone, flagging, and all grades of dimension stone. 
Pr,ofessor Calvin ha,s worked out a detailed section for Cham
pion quarry No.1, which fairly represents the district and also 
cI.as,sifies the v,arious l,edgesaooording to their uses. The section 
is given herewith. The quarry was opened by Mr. Green in 
1867. 

CHAMPION QUARRY No.1. SECTION. 

FEET. 

26. Loess, varying in thickness, maximum.. .... .... .. 20 
25 . Fine sand associated with loess, the sub-loessial 

sand of Norton, .. .. ... , .... . ... .. . . . . .. . .... ... 2-6 
24. Drift and residual clay .......... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
23. "Shelly stone" the partially decomposed beds of 

the upper, or whjte limestone, broken into thin 
flakes or chips , . .. ..... , . ... ,....... . .... . . .... 2-10 

22. "White stone" splitting readi ly into £IDooth sur
faced slabs, used chiefly for rip rap . . . . . . . .. ..... 16 

~l. "Rotten layer," a soft vesicular ledge of poor qual· 
ity which separates the gray from the white lime-
stone . . ....... ...... .... , .... . ... ... ... .... . .. . . 2 

20. Co'mpact fine-grained ledge, good building stone.. 1 
19. Same as 20 ...................... . , , . .. .. . .. ,., . .. 1 
18. Ledge of good building stone ...... ... ............ . ... . 
17. Same as 18 . ... ............... . , . ... . , ...... . ..... ... . 
16. Upper bridge stone, C0arse. . . . .... . . . . . . .... . . . . . . 2 

INCHES . 

4 
5 

E.1i,D 5 
11 
11 
6 



PLATE XLI- Champion quarry showing track and derrick arrangements and channeler. Stone City. Jones county. Iowa. 
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FEET. INCHES. 

15. Inferior layer containing many small cavities lined 
with calcite.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

14. Fine-grained building stone. .. .... . . . . . . . . .. ..... . 1 1 
13. Ledge containing at base a thin layer of very fin e-

grained, ·compact limestone, which cracks into 
angu lar fragments under the action of frost (the 
bands of very fine-grained limestone differing 
from the ordin ary granular dolomite are called 
"flint" by the quarrymen) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

12. Ledge with bands of "flint" . .... . . ... .. . . ... . .... I 11 
11. Solid ledge of good building stone... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 4 
10. Compact ledge, best quality afforded by the quarry 1 2 
9. "Yvavy ledge" good for ordinary masonry; the lam-

inre are more or less undulated ...... . ......... 2i-3 
8. Goo'd building ledge. . . . . . . . . .. ............. ... ..... . . II 
7. "Flint ledge," compact lim estonE', brcaki n ;:; i n~o 

angular fragments on exposure to weather ... .. . i-I 4 
6. Flagging ledge, easi ly split. . .... .... . . .... .... .... 1 4 
5. Ledge containing cavities lined with crystals. . . . . . . 1 
4. Ledge of good building stone .. ................ . .. : . . . . 11 
3. Lower flagging ledge. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
2. Lower bridge stone ledge, very durable , though 

occasionally containing cavities lined with crystals 2 4 
1. Ledge that may again be split into blocks conven-

ient for building purposes.... . . . . .. .... .. .. .... 3 

Below the quarry stone there are here, as everywhere in this 
region, massive beds of the LeClaire limestone. The uppermost 
ledg,e of the LeClaire at the Champion quarry ranges from two 
and one-half to three feet in thickness and was formerly quar
ried to a limited extent for use 'in heavy bridge piers. 

J. A. Green & Son 'also own and operate Ohampion quarry No. 
2, which was opened in 1866, 'and they also own a quarry on Buf
falo creek near the State Quarry. 

STONE CITY QUARRIES. 

The Stone City quarries were opened by Mr. H. Dearborn in 
1869. Tilley are now owned andoper,ated by H. Dearborn & 
Sons. They are located near the middle of the south half of the 
northeast quarter of section 6, F rairview township. The quarry 
face forms a long sweeping curve about a quarter of a mile in 
length and nearly parallel wi.th the ,sweep ,of the W'apsipinicon 
river thwt here flows clo,se to the fo·ot of the bluffs in whi~h the 
quarries were opened. The qualrty of the stone and the succes
sion of ledges are essentially the same as at ,the quarries ,already 
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described. Overlying the 'stone is a bed ·of loess, sand and drift, 
with an average thickness .of five feet and ,a maximum thickness 
of fifteen feet . Some six or eight feet ,of stone at 'the top of the 
quarry ar'e to be counted with the refuse, the beds being br·oken 
into small angular pieces as a result of we81thering prior to the 
deposition of the superficial drift 'and loess. These quarries ex
pose the whole thickness of the "grays tone" or l'ower half of 
the Anamosa beds, above which are serviceable beds of the 
"white stone," or upper half, having a thickness of ten or fifteen 
feet . Tlhe beds are worked out down to heavy l~dges of non
laminated LeClaire. The quarries are capable of furnishing 
dimension 'stone from ,three to thirty-three inches in thickness, 
and of ·any desired length and width. 

ANAMOSA QUARRY. 

The Anamos,a quarry was the first in this locality to ship 
stone abroad, the first shipments by rail being made in 1859. 
The quarry was opened by David Graham, but its present owner 
is Mr. J. Ronen, 'Who has operated ~tsince 1881. Tlhe Anamosa 
quarry is 10C'ated near the northwest corner of the southwest 
quarter, section 5, F,airview township. Mr. Ronen's quarry is 
indeed double, for there are two openings a short distance apart. 
At the first opening the amount of clay stripping is very small. 
Beneath the clay there .are a few feet of non-laminated worth
less rock belonging to the Bertmm stage. Then in descending 
order there follow fragmentary beds ,of the' 'white limestone," 
" ,shell rock," then the usual succession of ledges do'Wn to the 
lower bridge layer, or No . 2 of the Champion quarry section. 
Owing to the eastwa~d dip of the beds 'at this locality, the lower 
bridge rock ·at the seoond Ronen quarry is ,too low to be work-ed, 
the lowest workable beds being about the level of the "flint 
ledge, " or No. 7 of the section at the Champion. 

STATE QUARRY. 

In 1884, the present State quarry, or Penitentiary quarry, was 
opened. F,ormerly the 'stone for the penitentiary buildings at 
Anamosa was obtained from what is known as Champion quarry 
No.2. In the year named the state bought property on Buffalo 
creek, in the southwest quarter ,of section 33, Cass 'township, 
and began operating the present quarry. The quarry is worked 
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PLATE XLII-John Ronen quarry, showing arrangement of tracks, derricks and crusher plant. Stone City, Jones county, Iowa . 





PLATE XLUI-State quarry , Anamosa, Jones county, Iowa . Tllis quarry is unique amoung tile larger quarries of the state in tile absence of improved 
machinery. All power is band power. 
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altogether by convict labor. Above the stone is a bed of loess 
and drift varying in thickness from a few inches to ten or 'twelve 
feet. Below the drift there are a few feet of decayed ,and 
broken "shell rock" belonging to the upper part of the "~hite 
stone" of the Anamosa phase. Lower in the quarry the ledges 
present the same features ,as in :·urresponding parts of other 
exposures. The Anamosa beds dIP strongly to the north to 
accommodate themselves to the uneven upper surface of the 
LeClaire. Most of the work at this quarry is done by hand. 
There are several large derricks for handling the stone, but they 
are all operated by hand power. The stone is shipped over a 
spur of tihe Northwestern Railway, which runs up the valley of 
the Buffalo and accommodates all the quarries in this part of the 
Anamosa 'stone basin. 

Other quarries have been opened in the v}cinity, but show no 
new features worthy of mention. 

In addition to the Anamosa and Stone City district, there are 
several small areas where the Anamosa beds 'are available and 
are being developed on a small scale. The two worthy of notice 
are near Olin and Hale. The Rummel quarry near Olin in Rome 
township may be taken a's a type in ,the district. (Northeast 
quarter of the Isoutheast quarter of section 24, township 83 north, 
range III west.) The qU!arry is opened in the l,ow bluff on the 
west side of the valley of Sibyl creek. The stone belongs to the 
Anamosa phase of the Gower stage, and, except that it is buff 
in color, it corresponds well with the" gray stone, " or lower por
tion of the formation as seen near Stone City. There are no 
definite bedding planes, but the rock cleaves re8!dily along any 
of the planes of lamination. The surfaces of the laminre are not 
so smooth 'and true '8!S they 'are at the corresponding horizon near 
Stone City, but are irregularly undula'ted, apparently as a result 
of wave action at the time the beds were forming. The strata dip 
s,oubheast at an angle of 5°. 

In quarrying, only the Isimplest tools are used. Drills, crow
bars, wedges, picks, shovels land Wheel barrows make up the 
equipment. The soil or clay , overlying the stone is only a few 
inches in thickness. For two or three feet below the soil the 
beds are broken into chips orspalls by weathering. With better 

19 
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means f'or quarrying, the greater part of the exposure would 
furnish marketable sltone. The present method of quarrying, 
however, involves the use of large quantities of powder in a 
single Mast. Drill holes 'are fined, or nearly filled, with powder, 
and the firing of such 'a blast loosens up great masses which are 
further separated and removed with pick, crowbar and .sledges. 
The firing of these great blasts shatteI1s the stone badly, render
ing much ,of it worthless, ,and leaving even the best of it in con
dition suited for use in only the cheaper gmdes of masonry. 
Were the demand such as to justify the expense of putting in 
improved machinery, stone of high gmde f.or many purpose's 
might easily be obtained. 

Several other quarries have been opened in the immediate vi
cini t~r but p resen t no new features of importance. 

The Hale quarry located near the center of section 11, Hale 
township, three-fourths of 'a mile east of the village 'of Hale, may 
be taken as a type of the distrid of the Isame name. The stone 
in the Hale quarry is finer than that in the quarrioes near Olin, 
but it resembles the Olin stone in the uneven, wave-marked sur
face of the severa I beds. The stone comes practiccally to ,the sur
face, there being only a few inches of soil overlying the upper 
beds. For about six feet at ·the top of the quarry the stone is 
much broken and disintegrated, las a result of weathering. Be
low the weathered portion the rock is solid and shoWrs the char
acteristic lamination of this horizon. Partings between the beds 
are inconspicuous. The flexures of the beds and the dip in 'all 
directions (quaquaversal dip) forming a low dome near the 
north end of this quarry, ,are interesting f.eatures. The quarry 
supplies local trade only. 

Quarries have also been opened south of the ,town land south 
of the river. An enormous ,amount of excellent material is aV'ail
able, but at the present time is not being utilized. 

LIME . 

Lime is not made on a commercial scale anywhere in Jones 
county, although beds suitable for its manufactur,e occur abun
dantly in the Hopkinton stage and the LeClaire phase of the 
Gower. Lime was formerly made at points near Anamosa, 
Stone City, Olin, Clay Mills, and Hale. Th,ere are LeClaire beds 

,/ 
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near the quarries on the Buffalo, and there are others near Ana
mosa ,and Stone City capable 'Of furnishing material for manu
facture into lime of the Ihighest excellence. At the points named 
the facilities for ,shipping are good. There a re many 'O,ther 
equally good exposures of lime burning ,stone, but they are less 
favorably &:i:tua:ted with reference to easy 'access ,to markets. 

LINN COUNTY. 

The Niagara limestone includes an irregular strip which 
crosses the east end ,of the county and comprises one-third of its 
superficial ,area. Tongue shaped projections extend up all of 
the more important streams, reaching Cedar Rapids along the 
Cedar. The Niagara presents its usual phases, including lower 
heavy bedded, coarse, ~herty dolomite now referred to the Hop
kinton, which is followed by the sub-crystalline, hard, brittle, 
often highly inclined beds of the LeClaire ,and these in turn, suc
ceeded by the smooth, evenly bedded, gray -to buff, dolomitic 
layers of the Anamosa phase of tJhe Gower, which are followed in 
turn by hard, compact, brittle, magnesi'an limestones, which 
Norton 'has designated the Bertram, and which complete the 
series. 

Practically all of the important quarries in the county are 
oper,a:ting in the Anamos'a beds which are typically developed at 
Stone City, while the lime producers are developing the LeClaire 
beds. A wealth of exposures occurs along nearly all of the prin
cipal streams. A few only, are given by way of illustration. 
The sections already given for Stone City ,and vicinity, may be 
taken las a Istandard, as the beds are more ,extensively exposed 
and developed at that point than ,at any point in Linn county. At 
Mount Vernon practically the same beds 'appear and differ only 
in being of slightly coarser grain. The quarries are connected 
by a switch with 'the main line of the Chicago and Northwestern 
milway and are equipped with .a steel derrick, cars, trackage, an 
inclined plane to a No.3 Gates crusher ·and the usual number of 
elevators, screens and bins. The quarry Isection showstJhe fol
lowing sequence of ,I.ayers : 
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. MQUNT VERNON SECTION. 

,. 
4. Boil, loess and drift . ........ . ... .. ..... . ....... . ......... . . 
3. Limestone, dolomitic, weathered to spalls and chip-stone .. . 
2. Limestone, dolomitic, in layers up to eight inches in thick-

ness . .... . . .. ...... . .................... . ............ . .. . 
1. Dolomite, in layers ranging from six to thirty-six inches in 

thickness, aggregating, exposed .... ... .................. . 

FEET. 

0-10 
6-8 

3-5 

12 

The pit is filled with water at the present time ISO that number 
1 is obscured very largely. The property is in litigation and the 
quarry has not been ·operated save in a very small way during 
the past few years. Stone suitable for bridge work, caps and 
sills, dimension 'and cut stone purposes is available .and equal in 
quality Ito .any produced from the Niagar·a in Iowa. Other quar
ries have been opened in the district, 'some of which are still 
operated intermittently. 

Splendid sedions of the Anamosa ,stone may be viewed 'along 
the Wapsipinicon northwest of Stone City. Several quarries 
have been opened at Waubeek and vicinity, but owing to the 
lack of proper transportation facilities, stone is produced to 
supply the local demand only. The beds available are essentially 
the same as those exploited at Stone City and 'are as e3isily 
accessible. 

LIME . 

The LeClaire limestone supplies all of the lime burned in the 
county. Kilns have been built and operated at Viola and Mount 
Vernon, but recently only rbhe plant at Viola has been in opera
tion and even that only intermittently. The Viola Lime Com
pany is developing the hi~hly inclined beds of the LeClaire, 
which attain a thickness of about twenty feet and res't on heavy 
beds of dolomite which are practically horizontal. The upper 
beds only are used for lime and consist ·of a hard, brittle, sub
crystalline dolomite which is only slightly vesicular. The com
pany is using <the Eldred process ·of manuf,acture and uses 
Hocking Vialley coal for fuel. Th·e lime produced is one ·of the. 
best in the Istate. 

SCOTT COUNTY. 

The Silurian rocks in Sco,tt county belong to the Niag.ara se
ries and form the country rock over the northern two-thirds of 
the county. The lowest stage of the Nia~ara, ,the Hopkinton, 
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has not been recognized in 'the county ,and all of the Silurian 
limestones are referred to the upper stage, the Gower ,of Norton. 
Exposures of the Gower occur in all the townships north of a line 
extending from Valley City slightly northwest to about five 
miles north of Durant, save in Sheridan and Lincoln townships 
where the drift completely conceals the country rocks. 

The two distinct lithological ph3Jses of the Gower are well 
shown in the county. The pure, ,hard, sub-'crystalline dolomite, 
free from chert and especially adapted ,to the manu:IJacture of 
lime, is known as the LeClaire from its occurrence at the village 
of that name. The upper beds, comprising light buff, vcesieular, 
evenly bedded dolomite, are generally known as the Anamosa 
stone. 

A dis,tinguishing characteristic of the LeClaire rocks is the 
absence or abnormal disposition of its bedding planes. It ,often 
apparently occurs in large mounds in which scarcely a trace of 
stratification i,s visible. Such an example may be seen at 
Schmidt's lime quarry south of Dixon. The LeClaire often 
exhibits false bedding on gigantic scale; the beds being inclined 
from zero to 40 degrees. The dip is exceedingly inconstant, 
v,arying both in inclination and direction in short distances. 

The Anamosa beds are intimately associated with the Le
Claire, and usually lie in even and horizontal or ,slightly undulat
ing layers. Chemically the Anamosa stone is a dol,omite, differ
ing in its constituents from the Lemaire in the larger per cent 
of ,the impurities present. In Scott county the stone runs in 
even parallel courses, whose thickness depends largely upon 
weathering. Layer,s fr'om eight to 'twelve inches are the most 
common and blocks can be taken out of almost any dimensions. 
The Anamosa beds are generally laminated, but grade down
ward insensibly into the LeClaire by the lamination planes be
coming obscure,' and the stone becoming sub-crysltalline. By 
another type of lithological variation the rock becomes hard 
and 00mpact with a sub-conchoidal fracture, resembling the 
lithographic phase of the Devonian. These layers 'are often 
termed "flint" by the quarrymen, although des,titute of silica. 

Outcrops of both the Lemaire and Anamos,a are generally 
distributed along .all of the principal waterways. Numerous 
quarries have been opened, but with a few exceptions they are of 
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local importance only. A few :typicall exposiJ.resare given below. 
The LeClaire beds· are exposed ,and hav·e been quarried on sec
tions 13', 14, 15, 18 and 22, Liberty township, and section 5 in 
Cleona townsliip, in the west ·end of the county. The beds range 
fr.om twelve to thirty feet in thickness and show the usual Le
Claire chara<:lteristios. The LeClaire also occurs in section 7, 
Allen Grov·etownship, where it 'has been burned for lime for 
more than 'a half century, and at a number of points near Big 
Rock. It occurs and has been quarried ne,ar Princeton and Le
Claire. 
~he Anamosa beds have been developed extensively in the 

viciniJty of Princeton ,and Lemaire. North of I1:Jhe latter place 
the LaQlaire 8tone Company has opened and is operating the 
llargest quarry in the county. The quarry is connected with the 
Low.a land Dlinois railway. 

The beds exposed are as follows: 

LECLAIRE SECTION. 

8. Loess and drift, thickness variable .. .... ...........• ... 
7. Limestone, buff, dolomitic, much weathllred, thinly 

bedded and often almost clayey in appearance... . ... 
6. Dolomite, cavernous, most vesicular .layer in the quarry, 

hard and brittle, sub-crystalline; some of the cavities 
contain crystals ....... .............. ................ . 

5. Dolomite, thinly bedded and much weathered in places; 
often hard and brittle and bluish when fresh. .. . ..... 

4. Dolomite, heavy bedded, somewhat vesicular and ir-
regularly indurated .................... , ............ . 

Spring line here. 
3 . Dolomite in remarkably even beds and ver.y soft when 

first quarried. The best dimension stone in the quarry; 
in six layers .. ....... . . ......... . ............ . . . .... . 

2. Dolomite, in heavy heds, upper portion shows a tendency 
to split irregularly; brittle .. . ... .. . . .. . . . ............ . 

1. Dolomite, thinly-bedded, cavernous in places, exposed 

FEBT. 
0-10 

10-30 

5-{) 

4 

2 

6 

6 
4 

The quarry is equipped with steam drins and derricks and an 
Austin crusher plant. The stonej§ carried fr·om quarry to 0ars 
and crusher by means of derricks -and very little trackage is 
required. Three sizes of crushed stone, in addition to the dust, 
are put upon the market. The quarry also ,supplies rubble and 
ripr,apand .rull sorts of dimension stone. 



\ 

~ 

/)"---. 

/ -,. . 
-----

PLATE XLIV-General view of LeClaire Stone Company quarry, near LeClaire, Scott county, Iowa, 'rile ha~dlin~ of material is done by derricks alone , 
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~he Anamos,a beds here dip toward the nofitjhwest at a low 
angle. 

Other quarries 'have been opened near LeClaire but show no 
new featur,es. The beds developed are usually less regular than 
those jus't described. Of the ~arge number of quarries which 
have been worked from time to time in the vicinity of Princeton, 
only one is giv.en here. Several quarries have been ,opened at 
the base of the hig'lh b~uffs which skirltthe valley ,of the W'ap
sipinicon, nor,thwest of the town of Princeton; one ,of the most 
extensive ~s located on the northwest quarter of section 34, 
Princeton township. The succession of beds is as follows: 

FEET. 

5. Superficial deposits resting on unpi tted rock surface. . . . . . . . . . 2 
4 . Limestone in thin layers, mostly from 2 to -! inches thick, a few 

reach ing 8 incbes, and some consisting of thin calcareous 
plates. . .. ... ... .... .... . ..... ... . .. .... .... . ... . . ..... .... 12 

3. Limestone, close, granular, slightly harder and more brittle 
than typical Anamosa stone, in even, borizontal courses from 
6 to 20 and 24 incbes in thickness, buff in color , with few 
cavities and smooth surfaced , including a foot or so of thinly 
laminated "flinty" limestone .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . . 14 

2. Limestone in layers from 2 inches to 18 inches, semi-crystalline 7 
l. Limestone in thin, gray, crystalline, ca lcareous plates. . . . ..... 5 

Beds inltermediate in character between ,the Anamosa and Le
Claire beds, supply an abundance of quarry stone. Small quar
ries have been opened in Liberty, Cleona, Butler, Lemaire and 
Pleasant Valley townships. 

These intermediate beds are buff, non-laminated, regular and 
heavy. T:hey are generally highly vesicular, and ·often sub
crystalline. A representative section may be seen in a small 
quarry on the northeast quarter of section 1, in LibeI'lty town
ship. Natural ledges, aggregating 'twenty or ,thirty feet, appear 
along the gorge of the Wapsipinicon and show an earthy dolo
mite in massive beds up to three feet or more in thickness. The ' 
stone is non-laminated and is sub-crystalline in places. The 
bedding planes are IIough ,and cavities of considerable size are 
vesent. In Cleona township a quarry located on the northwest 
quarter of section 7 shows the following succession : 
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FEET. 

-l. Limestone, magnesian, horizontally bedded, brown, semi
crystalline, weathering into small chipstone, with one or two 
6-inch layers more resistant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

3. Limestone, magnesian, light gray, laminated, earthy, in places 
vesicular, more thinly bedded:than above, passing in places 
into thin beds. This includes a distinct layer of buff mag-
nesian limestone 1 foot thick.... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

2. Limestone, magnesian, gray, irregularly bedded, thin layered, 
weathering to small, sharp angled chipstones. . .. . .......... 6 

1. Limestone, magnesian, brown, earthy,' ocherous, in thicker 
beds than above, partly cemented . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Similar but less extensive sections may be viewed at numerous 
points in ·the northeastern townships. 

WINNESHIEK COUNTY. 

Several small outlier,s of the Niagara limestone appear in 
WaE'hington township and are believed to be the northernmost 
outcrops of thaJt formation in the state. The stone commonly 
representing the Niaga!1a h~re is a yeNow-buff, dolomitic lime
stone. Some of the layers exposed in an old quarry west of 
Festina comprise a hard, buff, sub-cry,stalline dolomite com
parable with typical Niag.ar,a dolomites ·exposed farther south. 
The beds are of small importance and have 'been but little de
veloped in Winneshiek eounty. 

The Devonian. 

The Devonian as d~veloped in Iowa comprises a rather diver
'ified assemblage of lime tone ,and shales. The latter are of 
interest as a quarry product ,only so far as they are suitable 
for the manufactur·e of Por,tJand cement. The limestones vary 
greatly in composition, texture, state of induration, thickness 
~f beds and weathering qualities. They range in composition 
from a pure calcium c1arbonate as in the white, compact, brittle 
limestones, developed in Cerro Gordo and Mitchell counties, to 
typical granular dolomites, and argiUaceous limestones. They 
range textural1~c from rather coarse sub-crJlstalline limestones 
and dolomites to compact lithographic stone. The range in 
'state of induration i,s equally pronounced, fr·om hard limestone 
which gives a metallic sound when struck with the hammer to 
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soft, earthy limestone. In certain horizons the beds are thin 
and fiaggy while in tJhe "State Quarry" type, the beds attain 
thicknesses of five or six feet. The beds in the so-called Fayette 
sub-stage are much broken or crushed and are practically worth
less for coursing stone. All ,of ,the divisions of the Devonian 
furnish some quarry stone, though the most important horizons 
are found in the Wapsipinicon, Oedar Valley ,and State Quarry 
stages. In all three of these 'stages, deposits ranging from hard, 
brittle limestones to dolomites prevail and aff,ord excellent ma
terial for crushed stone purposes. 

The Devonian beds o-ccupy a belt varying from 'twenty-five to 
seventy-five miles in width and extending across the state in a 
northwest-soU'uheast direction. The belt is included between 
Worth to Howard counties on the north rand Muscatine and Scott 
on the south. The most important qUJarries belonging to the 
Wapsipinicon stage occur in Ithes'Outhern portion of the area; 
the Oedar Valley stage is quarried throughout, but perhaps 
most extensively in the northern portion Wlhile the State Quarry 
stage is limited to Johnson county. Detailed descriptions follow 
by counties. 

BENTON COUNTY. 

All of the outcrops 'Of indurated rocks in <the county belong 
to the Devonian. All of the important sections lare found in the 
northeast third of ,the county, along ,the Oedar river and its 
immediate tributaries. The best quarry rock belongs to the 
Ooggan beds which are at the base of 'uhe DeV'onian 'series as 
exposed in Benton county. Good exposures of these beds are 
practically limited to Oedar, Harrison rand Taylor towns1hips 
where they have been exploilted at a number of points. The rock 
is essentially' a highly magnesian limestone, very hard and fine
grained and yellow~sh in -color, imperfectly bedded and non
fossilifer,ous. These dolomitic beds 'outcrop low in the bluffs 
and are overlain by brecciated limestone belonging ,to the ]lay
ette sub-stage. Near the southwes't corner of section 31, Harri
son township, a representative exposure may be seen. The 
quarry -operated by Aungst Brothers is in the west bluff of the 
Oedar rivet and shows ,the following beds below the drift: 
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FEET. 

2. Limestone, brecciated, gray; the angular fragments u~ually 

small and very fine-grained in texture, non-fossiliferous.. . .. 20 
1. Limestone, buff, magnesian, massive ledge which is fine

grained, imperfectly separated into layers one to two feet in 
thickness, non-f.ossiliferous ......... '. . . .. . . .. ...... ... . . . . . 12 

SimiLar exposures are to be f.ound in section 36, Cedar town
ship, and section 6, Taylor township. Th~ beds have been quar
ried at both places. The breoorated b,eds have been devel'oped at 

. several points in addition to those just mentioned, notably on the 
south bank 'of Prairie creek, near the northeast corner of section 
10, Taylor township, where the following ,succession of beds may 
be studied: ' 

FEET. 

6. Soil and drift of variable thickness .......................... . 
5 . Limestone, shattered, light gray, fragm ents irregular in size 

and shape............ . ............................ . ....... 8 
4 . Talus slope ...... " . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 
3 . Limestone, light gray, . in broken layers from three to six or 

seven inches in thickness. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H-
2. Limestone, gray, made up of imperfect layers two to eight 

inches in thickness. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
1. Limestone, light gray, a rather massive bed which is cut by 

numerous oblique joints into rhomboidal blocks, some of 
which are slickensided; material weathers readily into small, 
irregular fragm jOlnts. . . . . . . . .. ...... . ....................... 8 

Some years ,ago the above quarry was' operated by the Iowa 
P.aint Company of Vinton. Number 1 was pulverized and used 
as a ba,sis in the manufacture of paint. The company has since 
mov,ed its plant Ito Fort Dodge, Iowa. In Benton county, as 
dsewhere, the brecciated stone is imperfectly bedded and ,only 
rough, irregular blocks can be obta,ined. It is suitable only for 
rO"\lgh masonry and crushed stone purposes. At the present time 
there is not a single crusher in the county and asa consequ'ence, 
the brecciated beds are not in demand. 

A large perc-entage of the stone produced in the county comes 
fr,om the beds of the Cedar Valley stage. While the grade of 
stone furnished by these beds is not equal to the stone lower in 
the series it i,s suitable for foundations for ordinary buildings, 
for walling up dug wells and f.or retaining walls. . The stone 
has been used to 'some extent f.or bridge work with fair results. 
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FIG. 21-Exposure in an abandoned 'Quarry, section 15, Taylor township . The Acervularia 
davidsoni coral reef appears at the top. The view shows the character of the layers 
between this coral reef and the zone of Acervularia profunda. 

Nearilhe county line a quarry has been ,open~d a short dis,tance 
below the bridge and near the northwest corner of secltion 6, 
Harrison township. The l'ayers expo'sed are as f,ollows: 

12. 
11. 

10. 

9. 

8. 

7. 

6. 

Dark colored, fine-grained, pebbleless soil .. ..... ... ....... . 
Bed of reddish brown clay , containing numerous pebbles of 

quartz and gre!mstone with occasional granite bowlders of 
larger size .............................................. . 

Layer of much d ecayed fragments of brown limestone; with-
out fossils. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ................ .. . ... . 

Bed composed of two layers of yellow, earthy limestone, each 
about eight inches in thickness, fine-grained and without 
fossils ......... .. ........... ... . ................ ...... .. . 

Bed of gray limestone which weathers into thin layers about 
one inch in thickness; without fossils " .. . ' ..... ... .. ...... . 

Layer of very hard, earthy limestone, yellow in color and fine-
grained in, texture; fossils wanting ...... '" ........ ... ... . . 

Bed made, ,up of layers of buff, earthy limestone two to six 
inches in thickness, which are fine-grained in texture and 
non-fossiliferous ...... . ................................. . 

FEET. 

1 

2 

3 

It 

3 

3t 
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PEET. 

5. Layer of yellow, impure limestone which weathers into indis-
tinct layers three to six inches in thickness; without fossils It 

4. Layer similar tO 'number 5 above. . ...... .......... .. .. ..... 2 
3. Yellowish brown - layer of fine-grained, impure limestone; 

carrying occasional concretions of chert which are most 
numerous adjacent to the division planes.... . . . . . . . . . . .. . 2t 

2 . Layer of variable, impure limestone, fine -graiIjed and very 
hard. Near the base of this layer chert nodules are abun-
dant.... .... . . . . . ... . . . . . . .. ... . . .. . . .... . . ... . ... .... ... 2 

1. Bed made up of two layers of buff, earthy limestone in which, 
at irregular intervals, occur bands and numerous masses 
of chert; without fossils; to base of the exposure which is 
about four feet above the level of the water . .. : . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

The layers in this quarry are cut by numerous, oblique joints 
which divide the ledge into large rhombic masses. The material 
of which the beds are composed is mostly a fine-gr?-in~d, earthy 
limestone. Many 'Of the layers are strongly magnesian, and 
some of them are so thoroughly dolomitic that they respond but 
slightly to the application of -cold hydrochloric acid. The en
tire ledge is regularly bedded, and furnishes quarry stone of 
convenient dimensions and durable quality. 

Similar sections may be seen down the river, and quarries 
have been opened at several points on· both sides of the stre1am. 
N ear the northwest corner of -section 27, Taylor township, a 
quarry has been opened in the -east bank -of Mud creek. The 
beds exposed are as follows : 

VINTON SECTION. 

FEET . 

10. Soil, dark colored, fine-grained and without pebbles.. . . .. .. . t 
9. Gravel and sand stained a reddish brown color.. . . .. .... . . .. 2 
8. Limestone, composed almost wholly of coral fragments. . . . . . 5 
7. Limestone, hard, gray , weathers into thin 'pieces, crinoidal... 3 
6. Limestone, light gray, very hard, which weathers into layers 

. ranging from four inches to a foot in thickness. . . . .. . .... _ 6 
5. Limestone, gray, very hard, composed largely of brachiopod 

fragments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... ... ........... .... . ... I! 
4. Limestone, similar to 5, but finer textured. .. . ... . . . ... ...... U 
3. Limestone, drab, similar to number 8, but less compact...... 1 
2. Limestone, white, fine-grained; shows a bluish tinge in a 

fresh ledge, cherty, much shattered and weathering into 
thin layers ... . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

1. Limestone, very hard, cherty and crinoidal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . It 
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The lower ,two numbers ,are suppo'sed to belong to the, brec
cia'ted stage and are equivalent to number 1 in the old quarry 
of the Iowa Paint Company. In the above ,s'ection ·they are hard 
and ,the most durable stone that the quarry pr,oduces. · It is 
used extensively in Vinton. In additi·on to the lower beds, num
bers 4 to 7 furnish an acceptaJble material for foundations ' and 
the rougher grades of masonry. 

On the south bank of Bear creek near the . middle line of 
section 14, Canton township, a quarry shows the following beds 
which may be considered representa'tive for this part of the 
county. 

SHELLSBURG SECTION. 

FEET. 

9. Soil, dark gray, without pebbles or bowlders... ... . ... . . . ... It 
8. Drift... . .... . . ... . ..... .. . ......... . . . ..... ... ........... . .. 2 
7. Limestone, much decayed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . 3 
6. Limestone, coralline ............. . ..... . .. .. ..... .. ..... . . .. 2t 
5. Limestone, light gray, weathers into chipstone.. . .. .. . . .. ... . It 
4. Limestone, gray, hard, in places form s a single ledge, fossilif-

erous .... . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. '" .... . ... . . . .... . . . . . .. ... . . .. 4 
3. Limestone, d ark gray , two ledges of about equal thickness... 3t 
2. Limestone, similar to 3, but shelly. ... . . .... ..... .. .... . .... 1 
1. Limestone, in t,hree layers. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 41 

East of north of the Shellsburg quarry on the Cedar river, 
Wild Cat bluff presents an escarpment of more than forty feet 
of limestone. Nothing especially new is developed however. 

Away from the river, westward, quarries have been opened 
on section 8 in Cedar township, and se0tion 28 in Jackson town
ship, near Garrison. The l~tter is the more representative and 
is given below. 

GARRISON SECTION. 

FEET. 

9. Soil and drift . ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
8. Limestone, light gray, sub-crystalline, very hard, and some

what brecciated, containing numerous spherical stromato-
poroids....... . ... ... . ........................ . ...... . . . .. 3 

7. Limestone, gray, massive, dense, composed largely of various 
species of stromatoporoids and masses of Idiostroma-like 
stems, few of which can be recognized. This bed is also 
somewhat brecciated in places. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . 6 

6. Limestone, hard, gray, weathers into two indistinct layers, 
and contains masses of spherical stromatoporoids. . . . . . . . . . 3t 

5. Limestone, very hard, white, sub-crystalline;. without fossils.. It 
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4. Limestone, yellowish gray, non-fossiliferous, fine-grained and 
very hard. The upper portion hears numerous small cav-

FEET 

ities, the largest of which are nearly one inch in diameter.. 4 
3. Limestone, dense, gray, fine-grained and very resistant to 

weathering; without fossils .................... . .. :.. . . . . . 31 
2. Limestone, composed of several layers, very hard, fine

grained, white in color and , without fossils. The layers are 
six to fifteen inches in thickness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5i 

1. Limestone, bed made up of two layers, yellowish brown. The 
material is fine-grained, and contains no fossils. . . . . . . . . . . .. 3i 

The upper and middle beds in the above section more closely 
resemble the beds of the Cedar Valley stage as developed in 
other counties, notably, Johnson county to the south, and 
Mitchell, Floyd, and Cerro Gordo, to the north. While an abun
dance of stone crops are av'ailable, and numerous quarries have 
been opened in times gone by, none of the quarries now in opera
tion are of more than local importance as no stone is exported. 

LIME. 

Lime has been manufactured at several points in the county 
but at the present time only one kiln is operated and that inter
mittently. Tih,e magnes,ian beds ,of the Coggan are used and a 
good grade of lime is produced. The entire output is consumed 
at home. 

BLACK HAWK COUNTY. 

With a single exception all of the indurated rocks which ap
pear at the surface in the county may be referr-ed to the Cedar 
V,alley stage of ,the Devonian. A very insignificant natural ex
posure of Wlapsipin~con beds, according to Arey, appears along 
Spring creek, on the northwe'st quarter -of section 13 in Fox town
ship. It is of no importance from an economic view point. The 
Cedar Valley limestone presents numerous outcrops along the 
principal drainage lines, and quarries have been opened at many 
points. None are of large capacity and but few are ambitious 
to supply more than their own immediate localities. The prin
cipal quarry districts are in the vicinity of Cedar Falls, Water
loo and Laporte, while orne quarries of secondary importance 
near Raymond, and two quarries about three miles east of 
Eagle po,st office supply the country trade. 
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For the Cedar Falls distrid the Nielson quarry may be taken 
as a type. It is located west of ·Main street about one-eighth 
mile west of the old Carpenter quarry. The principal beds ex
posed are ,a's follows: 

FEET . 

15. Limestone, firm, yellowish, with intermingled "geest"... . . 3 
14 . Limestone, lithographic, somewhat nodular , more or less 

weathered and inconstant ..... . ... . ..... .. ... .. . .. . . . .. . 
13 . Shale, yellowish clay, with interbedded hard ledges in places, 

very variable in thickness, averagin g . ..... ... ........... . 
12 . Limestone in three layers , finely laminated, fine-grain ed and 

smooth , slightly iron-stained, 6, 2 and io inches respectively 
from top down .... .. .... .. . . ..... ............ . . .. ..... .. . 

11. Limestone, variab le, sometimes splitting easily into layers, 
sometimes firm and even textured, finely sub-crystalline, 
with earthy streaks, rusty in patches, crystals in pockets 
and calcitic shpets intersecting one another, making pitlike 
areas a long the' joint planes, averaging . .. . .. . ....... .... . 

10 . Limestone, fine- grained, bluish gray, with occasional patches 
of crystals, quarried in sheets, and used fo r window and 
door sills and caps, and ashlar . . ..... ............... . ... . 

9 . Bluish gray stone of good quality, grading into a shaly 
parting below . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . ... . ..... ... .. . 

8. Limestone, gray, finely brecciated, with seams of crystals 
below, upper part yellowish, earthy . If quarried in cold 
weather , it is reduced to fragments readily , but, if dried 
out before freezing, it makes a durable stone .... . .... . . . . 

7. Limestone, firm, fine-grained, bluish gray, with occasional 
pockets of crystals, in two layers. Makes an excellent 
range stone . The lower layers yield fine large flags . . .... . 

6. Limestone, uniformly fine-grained, yielding flags ... . .. . ... . 
5. Limestone, heavy-bedded, shelly on the under side, abound-

ing in crystals, bluish gray ... .. .. . .. . . . ....... . ......... . 
4 . Limestone, fine-grained, more or less streaked or banded . . . 
3. Limestone, light colored, becoming still lighter in color 

below, often weathers in a remarkable way, yet makes a 
durable stone, when it has been dried out . . . . ...... .. . . . . 

2. Limestone, yellowish, full of pockets .. .. .. ...... . . . .. . . .. . . 
1 . Soft, chalky stone, exposed. 
Numbers 1 and 2 are no longer worked . 

2 

It 

H 

1 

1!. 
6 

1 
7 

TI 

It 
It 

It 
1 

North and north west of Cedar Falls, there are no important 
rock exposures. Limestone outcrops at numerous points on both 
sides ,of the Cedar river and doubtless good structural materials 
might be developed ait small expense should the demand warrant 
it. 

20 



306 GEOLOGY OF IOWA QUARRY PRODUCTS. 

North and northwe1st of Waterloo, quarries have been opened 
in the well marked stone-supported terrace which faces the Cedar 
river. The most important section may be seen in the quarry 
of the Waterloo Stone Company, which is located on the 
northwest quarter of section 14, township 89 norbh, range XIII 
west. The beds worked at this point are as follows: 

WATERLOO STONE COMPANY'S QUARRY. 

FEET. 

8. Detritu s and wash... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
7 . Limestone, hard, dolomitic, sub-crystall ine. . ... . ..... . .... .. 1 
6. Limestone, weathered, yellow.... . ..... .... . . ... ..... . . . . ... 1 
.5. Limestone, heavy bedded, gray-blue, cherty toward the top.. 12 
-1. Limestone, blue, thin ly bedded, sli ght ly argillaceoll s. . .. . . . . . 3 
3. Limestone, buff, concretionary, "ith nu merous cherts. . . . . . . . 3 
2. Limestone, gray-blue, sub-crystalline, cherty, weathers buff.. 3 

Shale parting.. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . t 
1. Limestone, buff to yellow, exposed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

All of the beds tend to weather into thin layers and weathered 
surfaces present a decidedly shattered appearance. Number 3 
appears to break down especially easily when subjected to re
peated freezings and thawings. The cherts are small and more 
or less irregularly distributed throughout Ithe entire mruss. The 
joints are stained a brownish yellow and all of the quarry rock 
tends to weather the same color on long exposure. 

Two samples of the rock from the McWilliams-Mowry quarry 
were analyzed and found to be strongly magnesIan. The an
alyses were as follows: 

1 2 
Insoluble.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . 1.92 
Iron and alumina .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 4.20 
Calcium carbonate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 63.59 
Magnesium carbonate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 30.92 12.18 
Sulphur. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Trace 

Number 1. Blue unweathered limestone . 
Number 2. Yellow limestone. 

In Laporte and vicinity a large number of quarries have been 
opened and operated interm~ttently for many years. The prod
~Qt is sold and Wias formerly reported in the mineral statistics 
!liS "La Porte Sandstone" on account of its sugary or suh
crystalline character. 
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A quarry loca:ted along the wagon road a:bout one-half mile 
northwes,tof town will serve as a type for the distl'1ict. The beds 
exposed :are given herewith: 

FEET. 

4. Drift and so il ; some of the quarries in the near vicinity show 
a much thicker overburden ... , .................... ....... 2+ 

3. Limestone, considerab ly shattered; stained yellow to brownish 
yellow; bedding planes disappear upward ........ , .. . . . . .. 10 

2. Limestone, brownish yell ow to buff, irregularly bedded, 
quartz geodes and chert nodules present.... .... . ........ . 2 

1. Limestone, gray-hlue, presents a granular appearance; in 
medium heavy beds ran ging from 15 to 24 inches; joints 
weathered a yellowish brown, fossiliferous; calcite balls and 
geodes co In I]] on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

The beds dip to the southwest at an angle ·of about five de
grees and appear to thick-en down the dip. They appear to be 
strongly magnesian, especiB.lly the lower beds, which are sub
crystalline. 

Quarries have been opened on either side of the Eagle-Big 
Creek township line near the middle. The quarry west of the 
line is the more extensive and is as follows accord1ng to Arey : 

EAGLE TOWNSHIP QUARRY. 

FEET. 

13. L imestone, thin-bedded, broken stone. . . . . . . .. ...... ... . .. 7 
12 , Limestone, in two layers, blue where unweathered. . . . . . . . .. 4i 
11 . Limestone, in three layers, hard, compact, good quality, 

durable, b ritt.l e, having conchoidal fracture, with drab 
nodules of varying sizes, and in tbe upper part with strom
atoporoid masses thoroughly coalescent with the rest of the 
rock. ... ...... .. ..... .. ......................... . ........ 5 

10. Limestone, bluish, earthy, m uch jointed and irregularly 
bedded..... . .... .... ..... ..... . . . ............... .... .... 3 

9 . Limestone, dark, drab, calcitic at top. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . It 
8. Limestone, blue, buff where exposed , calcite plentiful , in 

seven or eight layers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . It 
7. Limestone, drab.. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ! 
6. Limestone, buff, earthy , finely streaked with yellow lines ... 2-1. 
5. Shaly partings with very wavy lines of contact above and 

below . ..... ...... . ... . ....... .. ..... ...... ... . .. ........ t 
4. Lim estone, hard, brittl e , drab , middle portion developing 

layers .... . . .. .. . . . ......... .. . .. .. . . .. .... . ..... . ..... .. 3t 
3 . Limestone, blue, of good quality, firm, finely crystalline, 

with pockets of crystals, thickness not taken ... ... . ... . . . . 
2 . Lim estone, gray, finely sub-crystalline, yielding good flags. . t 
1. Limestone, gray, somewhat crystalline, fracture coarsely 

conchoidal, of good quality...... .... ... . ... . .... .... .... 2t 
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This quarry ;and its ·double east of the townsihip line 'supply 
the southwestern portion of the county wi,th founda!tion stone. 
Quarries have ,also been opened in the vicinity ·of Raymond in 
section 36, township 88 north, range XII west. Their chief 
interest comes from the fact that this is one of ,the classic sec
tions in the correLation of Devonian deposits in Iowa and not 
on account of its economic importance. The quarrie's have been 
but little worked for many years and the seotions are much 
obscured. 

LIME. 

Black Hawk, like numerous 'other limestone counties, produced 
lime to supply its own needs in its early history when wood was 
cheap and transportation facilities poor. The ,industry was never 
of more than local importance ,and 'has long since been aban
doned, although the sub-crystalline beds at Laporte and other 
points would undoubtedly produce a good goode ·of lime. 

BREMER COUNTY. 

The Wapsipinicon and Cedar V alley stages 'are well repre
sented in Bremer county. Beds of the latter age are supposed 
to occur immediately beneath ,the drift over more than five
si:x;ths 'Of the county, while known outcrops of ,the former are 
limited to points aLong the Cedar river from Janesville to Wav
erly, and along Quarter Section run and Baskin creek southeast 
of Waverly. The best seotion available appears in the ·southeast 
quarter of ,the southwest quarter of section 20, township 91 
north, range XIII west. The beds exposed lare las follows: 

6. Limestone, massive, in one undivided layer~weathering to 
scoriaceous surface in places and in other places to smooth 
surface. Color mottled, prevailingly a light brownish drab, 
weathering to lighter gray , slightly vesicular, fracture un-

FEET. 

even............ .... . ........... ... . ... . . . ............ .. . . 4 
5. Limestone of same facies as above in layers of about eight 

inches. . ... . .... ... . ... ... .... . . . . .. ... . .... . .. . ... .... ... 2 
4. Concealed.. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. 15 
3. Limestone similiar to Nos. 5 and 6, but in separable laminre 1 
2. Cherty sandstone ; in layers from four to six inches thick, 

chert fragments angular, small, those of an inch and one
half being rare, sand fine, of moderately well rounded 
grains of clear quartz and of minute, angular grains of 
cryptocrystalline silica, cement calcareous . Not seen in 
place but scattered in slabs over a slope of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

1. Niagara limestone, exposed a few rods down stream....... . 8 



BREMER COUNTY. 309 

The limestones are essentially pure as evidenced by the an-
alysis given her,ewith: 

Silica (SiO ,). .... . ....... .... . . .... . .. . .. .. ... . ...... . . .... . .. .71 

Ir~~ci~:ide ~Itg:j} .......... .... . . ...... ................. .46 

Calcium carbonate (CaC03).... ...... . .. .. . ... ... ..... . . . .... 96.57 
, Magnesium carbonate (MgC0 3 )... . • ••••• ..• • • • . .•.• . . ..• . •••. 1.80 
Combined water (H 20)... . ... .. . . ....... ... .. . .............. . .51 

100 .05 

The Wapsipini00n bedsaJre not worked to any noteworthy 
extent at the present time. The Cedar Valley on the other hand 
is being or 'has recently been quarried at four leaJding localities, 
Janesville, Waverly, Frederika and ,along the Cedar river north 
of Plainfield. With a ·single exception the individual quarry 
output is 'small. The sections given below will afford a fair idea 
of the potential weaHh of the county in stru0tural materials. 
The beds developed in Mores' quarry located on ,the left bank 
of the Cedar in the town of Waverly lare as follows: 

MORES' QUARRY SECTION, WA,VERLY . 

3. Limestone, yellow, fine·grained, non-fossiliferous so far as 
observed, heavily bedded, crossed with close diagonal joints 
containing numerous geodic cavities up to six inches in 
diameter lined with dog-tooth spar, and concretionary balls 

FEET . 

marked with reddish concentric ferruginou s stains.... . . . . . lO 
2. Limestone, yellow , argillaceolls, weathering above to calca

reous plates one-half inch and upwards in thickness ; below 
more massive, weathering to irregular chipstone, geodifer-
ous, sparingly fossiliferous .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S 

1. Limestone, yellow, hard, tough layers up to four feet thick, 
fossiliferous; to flood plain of river. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Extensive cuts along the Chicago Great Western r,ailway one
half mile easlt of the station, show a yellow, pr,ofoundly decayed 
limestone. Underneath is a soft, buff, maslsive limestone 00n
truining numerous g.eodes. lot is strongly dolomitic as indicated 
by the following analysis: 

Silica (Si0 2 ). .. . •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ....... ... • •• • • • • • ••• • •• •••• 9.07 
Alumina (AI 2 0 3).. . .... .. .. ..... . ... . ... ... .. . .... .... . . .. .... 2.16 
Ferric oxide (Fe 2 0 3).. .. .. . ... . . . .. . .... . ..... . ... .... .. . ..... . 1.21 
Calcium carbonate (CaC0 3) . . . . ................. .. . .. .......... 51.64 
Magnesium carbonate (MgC0 3 ) •••• ••• ••• • ••• • • •• '" ., ••••••••• 34.99 
Combined water.... . . . . .. . .. . .. . . ... .... .. ...... . .. . . . . .. ... . . .64 
Moisture ......... ... ... .. .. .. .... . ... . ... . ..... . .... : . . ....... .29 

100.00 
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The mo t important producer of quarry product is the Cedar 
River Stone Company, whose plant is located on the Cedar 
river one and one-half miles southeast of Waverly and is con
nected with the Chi.cago Great Western r ailway b~T a short spur. 
The quarry pit and hillside show the following beds: 

F EET. 

5 . Stripping, li mestone, light gray, so ft, broken by th e weather 
in to layers from 2 to 4 inches thick, fossils rare. . .. ... . . . .. 9 

4 . Limestone, dense, hard, tough , yellow-gray, lowest layers 
about 3 inches thick , divided by diagonal joints and beddin g 
planes in to rhombic b locks 1 to 4 feet in diameter . 
Occasional geodic cavities an inch or so in dia meter lined 
with dru sy calcite are present ; fossiliferous ... . .. . . . . . . . .. . 25 

3. Concealed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 
2 . Breccia of Wapsipinicon stage , hard and dense. . . . ... ..... . . 5 
1. Concealed to water 's edge . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ... . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . 3 

The quarry has been developed to a depth of about thirty 
feet. The stone presents a clean, sub-oonchoidal fracture, is 
almost impervious and carries but little clay. It ~s considerably 
fissured , the openings are ofiten large and filled with a clay of 
putty-like consistency ,of g~ay to gray-blue color when freshly 
exposed but iron-stained where weathered. The quarry drains 
directly into the river. A,t present there is but Ettle stripping, 
the removal of which i,sdone by hand. The quarry is ~deally 
located for the installation 'of a hydraulic plant for removing 
the overburden. 

Practically the entire product ,of the quarry is crushed stone 
of excellent quality. An elabor8ite system of tracks connects 
the different parts of ,the quarry to the foot of ,the incline lead
ing to the crusher. The stone is loaded into side dump cars of 
about one and one-half yards ,capacity, and these are trammed 
by hand ,to the foot of ,the incline where they ,are raised to the 
floor of the crushers by 'an Austin friction hoist. The rough 
quarry stone is dropped directly into the hopper of a number 

f- 7% Austin gyratory crusher. The crushed stone is hoisted and 
delivered to a cylindrical screen where it is separated into dust, 
m~ddlings and large, the oversize returning to a number 5 Aus
tin crusher f.or further reduction, after which it is discharged 
directly into the crushed product fr,om the large crusher. The 
plant is supplied with ample storage bins and side tracks. Rail-



PLATE XLV-Quarry and crusher plant of Cedar River Stone Company, n ear Waverly, Bremer county , Iowa. The quarry stoue is brought to a plat
form at foot of an incl,ined plane leading to crusher . The irregularly bedded stage of the Devenian is well shown in tile quarry. 



- --- - -~. - ~----c- -- -- -------=- ~~-~=~ 



BREMER COUNTY. 313 

w,ay track scales are installed below Ithe chutes leading from 
storage bins. Power is ,supplied bya dismounted railway loco
motive boiler and a 125 horse power, slide valve engine. The 
power is transmitted by a single l,ine shaft and comparatively 
short belts. The entire equipment is well housed and ·the plant 
1s one of the largest and mosl/; up-to-date plants in the state. 

North of Waverly the Limestone outcrops at numerous points 
on both sides of the river to t he north county line. On the 
southwest quarter of section 16 in Lafayette township the fol
lowing beds may be made out : 

FEET . 

3. Limestone , light brown, weathering to drab, hard, ringing, 
un fossiliferous , laminated to plates one-half inch thick. . . . 8 

2 . Limestone , magnesian , soft, buff ....... . . '. . .. ... . .... .... ... 10 
1 . Unexposed to flood plain of river . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

North of Plainfield, several small quarries have been opened. 
Seven feet .of buff, compact, magnesian limestone, in layers from 
six to ten inches thick, and containing irregular concretions, 
have been quarried. The beds are thin and argillaceous for a 
few inehes at the top. An analysis has been made

4 

of the rock 
quarried in sedti.on 8, with the f.oHowing results: 

Silica (SiO. ) .......... . ~ .. .. ..................... .... ... . ...... 3.28 
Ferric oxide (Fe.0 3) '" .... ... .. . ... . . . .. . . . . ... . ... . ... .... ... 1.61 
Alumina (AI . 0 3) . .. .. .. ... . ..... . . . .... .... . .. .. . . . ... . . ... . .. . .51 
Calcium carbonate (CaC03) ... .. ......... . ......... . .. .. .... . .. 55.23 
Magnesium carbonate (MgC03) ........ .. . . . . .. . . . . ..... ..... . . 39.03 
Combined water . .... ... ............... .. .. ... . ... . ............ .23 
Hygroscopic water. . . .. . ... . . . . . .... .. . . . .. ... ... . ... . .. . .... .. .16 

100.05 

East. of the Cedar river and immediate vicinity the country . 
rock is deeply covered with drift, and the only exposures of the 
indurated beds are in ·the immediate neighborhood of Frederika 
along the Wapsipinicon river, and a limited outcrop of Niagara 
limestone west ·of Tripoli . 

.Aft Frederika the drift covering is compar,atively thin and 
the limestone bears evidence of considerable superficial weather
ing in the enlarged joints and limestone res1duum. The Brodie 

. quarry facing the Wapsipinicon is a fair average for the dis
trict. The following beds may be observed: 
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FEET. 

3. Limestone, yellow, shattered by the weather to coarse rhom-
bic chipstone... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

2. Limestone, hard, yellow, magnesian, in heavy courses up to 
three feet thick, not laminated; bedding planes quite even 
and regular, geodes up to six and eight inches in diameter 
not uncommon. . . . . .. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

1. Limestone , bluish weathering to buff; bard, ringing, sub-con
choidal fracture, in two layers, the lower being one foot 
and tbe upper two feet t.hicl;:. Sparingly fossiliferous...... 3 

LIME. 

Lime is produced in a small way at Frederika. The buff mag
nesian limestone of the Cedar Valley stage as developed in the 
Brodie quarry is used. A small, wood burning pot lciln i,s em
ployed, and a good grade of lime is produced. Lime has also 
been produced northeastt of Waverly and north of Plainfield. 
At the former place tbe Niagara limestone was used and an ex- r
cellent grade of lime produced. The kilns are no longer in 
operation at these places. 

BUCHANAN COUNTY. 

Beds belonging ,to the Devonian are found immediately be
neath the mantle of drift over about two~thirds of the 'superfic
ial area of the county. The remaining one-third is occupied 
by the Niagara in the form of a triangle in the nor,theast corner. 
The lowest Devonian beds which afford any quarry products, 
are represented by a ra1ther so£t, imperfectly bedded limestone, 
which, as a rule, yields readily to weathering influences. It is 
very much shattered and jointed, and has been referred to the 
Wapsipinicon stage of Norton. A number of small ql}-arries 
have been opened in the beds in the vicinity of Independence. 
Along Pine creek in L,iberty township, and on sections 33 and 
34 in Newton bownship, tihe equivalent beds are harder and gener
ally better in quality. An average section for Independence 
is taken from a quarry loca:ted in the eastern edge of town and 
IS as follows : 

3. Limestone, yellowish, rather hard, rings when st.ruck with tbe 
hammer, in rather thin laYf'rs, and containing numerous 
corals, among which C'ystiphyllu1n ame1·icanu.m and A ce'/'-

FEET. 

vula1'ia p1'ofunda are tbe most characteristic species. . . . . . . . 4 
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2. Limestone, the Spi l'i fer p ennatus beds, showing t,he usual 
assemblage of fossil species, not definitely bedded, but inter
sect.ed by a great nu mber of joints. The phenom enon of 
" slickensides" is developed on th e joint faces on an ex-

FEET. 

tensi ve sca le. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
1. Limestone, the barren heds, lir,hologically like the S. p ennatus 

beds above . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. . . . . 10 

315 

FIG . 22-View in City quarry at Independence showing effect of crushing in the Spirijer pen
natus beds, upper part of brecciated zone. 

No. 3 of this section is the lowest member of the Cedar Valley 
stage of the Iowa Devonian. 

Similar sections may be observed 
Wapsipinicon in Liberty ,township. 
Newton township. 

along Pine creek and the 
Also along Dry creek in 

The most important quarries have been opened in the Cedar 
Valley limestone. The stone is harder. l'f~RiRts weathering in
fluences better and occurs in more regular beds than ,the Wap
SIpInlCon. These beds have been developed at Fairbank, near 
Littleton, Jesup, and Brandon, and near QU8;squeton, where a 
small outlier of the Cedar Valley occurs s'ome miles from 'the 
main hody. The beds quarried are about the 'same at all of' 
these places. 
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At Fairbank a quarry in the wes't side of the river shows the 
following beds: 

FEET. 

5. Very dark brown residual clay or geest; a few inches to.... .. 1 
4. Limestone, in thin layers . . . . .. .................. . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
3. Limestone, fossiliferous........ . ......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
2. Limestone, yellowish, soft, evenly bedded, in layers ranging 

up to six or eight inches in thickness . ... . . .... . . . . . . . . .... 5 
1. Limestone, heavy beds, not fossiliferous, exposed at base of 

quarry.... . . .............. . ............................... 2-3 

Farther south more extensive ·sectionsare shown . .A>t Little
ton extensive natuml sections 'aggregating sev·enty fee,t, may 
be seen both above and below ,the dam. Here is one of the classic 
sections in the county, but it is of little economic importance. 
Only the uppermost beds have been quarried, two small quar
ries having been opened north and northwest of town on top 
of the bluffs. The beds worked consist of a yellow, earthy lime
s-tone, occurring in even layers varying from two .to eight inches 
in thickness. Nearly twenty feet is exposed in the quarry face. 

At Jesup there are two quarries, one on each side ,of the cor
rection line road, one-half mile southeast ·of town. The north 
quarry shows the following section: 

JESUP SECTION. 

FEET. 

6. Black loam.. . . .... .... .. . .. . .... . . .... ...... .... ...... . .. . . 1-2 
5. Limestone, yellow, broken and decayed, more or less dis-

turbed. .. ........... . ..... ................... .... ......... 2-3 
4. Limestone, yellowish, not very fossiliferous, affords some 

good quarry stone...... ........... ......... ..... . ...... 5 
3. Limestone, soft, easily affected by the weather. . .. ..... . .... 2 
2. Limestone containing numerous stromatoporoids and true 

corals. Some fair building stone. .... . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .... . .. 6 
1. Limestone, fissile, with few fossils . ............. , . . .. .... . ... 3 

'Dhe strata dip ,slightly toward the east ,and are somewhat 
contorted. At the quarry south of the road the upper beds are 
worked and dip slightly to the south. The beds quarried at 
Quasqueton are very similar to those exposed at this point. 

Several small quarries have been opened .along Lime creek 
in the vicinity of Br,andon and for several miles ,to the northeast. 
Just ·south of Brandon near the nor,th line ·of section 34 the 
following section is exposed: 
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BRANDON SECTION. 

FEET. 

4. Limestone, soft, grading up into yellow shale, which carries 
silicified brachiopod individuals ... . .......... , . . . . .... . . . . 8 

3. Coral reef consisting of Acervularia, Favosites, Ptycho-
phyllum and other coral .. .. ........ ... . .. . .. . . . .. . ..... . 1 

2. Limestone, evenly bedded, with few fossils or none.... . . . .. . 4 
]. Limestone, regularly bedded, and capable of being quarried, 

in layers from two to 6 inches in thickness, the thinner beds 
serving well a flagging... .. .............................. 4 

3]7 

While the Devonian is capable ·of supplying an indefinite 
amount of fairly good structural ma'terial, but little quarrying 
has been done, and that for local use only. 

LIME. 

Formerly lime was produced at several points; nobbly at 
Independence and Quasqueton from the Devonian limestone and 
in section 19 of Madison township, where the Niagara limestone 
was used. No lime was produced during 1906. 

BUTLER COUNTY. 

The Devonian is believed to immediately underlie the drift 
over nearly, if not all of the county. Stone cr·ops appear along 
the principal s't~eams at numerous points, especially along Shell 
Rock river and its immediate tributaries. Outcrops may be no
ticed along the TIlinois Central between Ackley and Austinville; 
along the N orthwes'tern between Kesley and Dumont; along the 
Great Western between Dumont and Brig.tow, arid from ne'ar 
Clarksville to Shell Rock and beyond. 

Between Dumont and Bristow some quarrying has been done. 
The stone may be seen in street crossings and foundations in 
both Dumont and Bristow. The beds range from six ,to ten 
inches in thickness and can be taken out in almost any leng,th 
and width. All of the stone is hard and compact and splendidly 
adapted to crushed stone .purposes. The quarries are not in 
operation at present. 

Along the Shell Rock river small openings appear in the bluff 
on the eas,t side of the river and la small quarry is being oper
ated about three and one-half miles northw~st of Clarksville. 
The section expog.ed in the pit is as follows : 
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FEET. 

3. Soil and drift of variable thickness..... . . . . . . . . ..... . . . .... . 1-3 
2. Limestone, yellow to brown, magnesian to dolomitic, in thin 

layers, evenly bedded... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
1. Limestone, white to gray, hard, brittle, evenly bedded, com 

pact to lithographic; certain of the layers show fossi ls in 
weathered surfaces but these are firmly bedded and do not 
show in fresh fractures, exposed ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

r ~7 ::,' . ..... 

..... .... --
! ', ' ~"'- ..... :~ " 

FIG. 23-Schrader quarry , Clarksville, Butler county, Iowa, showing the Daggy, litho
graphic facies of the Cedar Valley . 

The beds exposed here are very similar to those which are 
exposed at Marble Rock in Floyd county and correspond to the 
two lower members in the section at that place. Equivalent 
beds are, however, Soomewhatthinner and the shaly partings are 
rather more pronounced, perhaps due to more advanced weather
ing. The brecciated layer near the top of the white limestone 
is equally as prominent as in the Marble Rock ·se0tion. A sim
ilar sequence may be made out in the openings near Greene. 
Small quarries have been opened near Shell Rock. Both white 
limestone and the dolomitic -layers have been used quite gener
ally throughout the eastern portion of the county for foundation 
purposes and formerly for ·the walls of some ·of the less im-
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portant buildings. Both, when properly selected, gIve good. 
service and appear to be fairly durable. 

The limestone h8!s also been used for flagging; blocks six to 
ten inches in thickness and -of almo's't any dimensions in length 
and breadth can be -ohtained quite readily. The white lime 
stone throughout is very hard and compaot and admirably 
adapted for crushed tone purposes. The stone can be -ohtained 
R.t several pla-ces wibhout much stripping but as yet the industry 
can scarcely be said to have been -started. 

Lime in small amount was produced formerly at several 
places but no lime has been burned for many years. 

m~DAR COUNTY. 

BerL of Devonian age cover a large triangular area over ,the 
sOllthw('st fot rth of the ronnty and numerous outcrop are to be 
seen along the Cedar river and its more important tributaries, 
H.ock and Sugar creeks, often showing the Niagara beds below. 
~otwithstlmc1ing the availability and large areal distribution 
of these beds they are over-shadowed in importance by the 
~iag-ara and are of 10c',a1 importance only. The only producers 
are small quarries on the west bank of the Cedar in Iowa town-
11ip near the Muscatine ('onnty line. The quarry section is 

given below. 
FEET. 

4. Limestone, hard, compact, gray and bLlEf, mottled, in layers 
from 2 to 4 inches thick, overlain with red geest. . . . . . ...... H 

3. Limestone, shaly, ycllow . ............... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . t 
2. Limestone, yellowish drab, splitting into irregular layers, 

from 2 to..6 inches th ick __ . ........... _ ... ...... _ . . . . . . . . . . 3 
1. Limestone, tough, hard, gray, evenly bedded, resistant to 

weathering, in two or three layers ...... ....... _ . _.... . ..... 3t 

A bout thirty-fiv-e feet above the base of the hill layers of a 
comparatively barren limestone have been opened up. In the 
five feet here expo ed no fragments large enough to identify 
were found. The stone is yellow, breaking up into chipstone. 

No lime of any consequence i,s now made from Devonian 
rocks in Cedar county. 
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CERRO GORDO COUNTY. 

Beds of Devonian .age are believed to occur immediately be
neath the drift over the entire county, with the excepti.on of a 
triangular area in the southwest corner. Two distinct sub
s,tages may be readily recognized, the lower beds, which are 
prevailingly calcareous or dolomitic and highly indura:ted, often 
sub-crystalline, and an upper series which is made up of shales 
and marls with occasional indurated ledges. The first belongs 
to the Cedar Valley st'age of the Dev·onian, of which the upper 
portion only is r·epresented in the county, while the latter be-. 
longs to the Lime Creek shales of the Upper Dev·onian series. 
The principal ,outcrops 'Df the Cedar Valley limestones occur 
along Lime creek and the Shell Rock river and their immediate 
tributaries. All ·of the quarries in the county which are of more 
than IDeal significance are developed in this stage. From an 
economic .standpoint the Cedar Valley beds may be separ.ated 
into four group!" more 'or less readily recognized. The sequence 
is as follows, from top downwards: 

FEE1'. 

4. Limestone, exceedingly variable in texture, structure, and 
composition, ranging from a granular, sub-crystalline dolo
mite, through magnesian limestone and argillaceous lime
stone, to pure limestone. The beds thicken and thin out in 
short distances. In places lamellar stromatoporoids are 
present in lower beds. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25+ 

3. Limestone, a well-marked reef of nodular or spheroidal 
Stromotoporas, characteristically developed in sections in 
and about Mason City ......... " .................. . .. 8 to 10 

2. Limestone, white to light gray, hard and corrv:>act, brittle, 
breaks with a conchoidal fracture, evenly bedded, non-
fossiliferous; in layers up to two feet in thickness, about.... 15 

1. Dolomite, brown, sub-crystalline, granular; generally in regular 
beds and but slightly porous or vesicular; thickness of 
individual layers and aggregate thickness variable. Earthy 
to calcareous and variable in composition below. . . . . . . . . . . . 20+ 

Numbers 1 and 2 afford all the stone used for dimension pur
poses. Number 3 is used for lime .and is ,suitable for crushed 
stone. The principal quarries are l-ocated in the vicini,ty of 
Ma·son City. 



PLATE XLVI-J{uppinger quarry. Mason:Ci ty:Cerro Gordo county . Iowa. showi ng the dolomite below. cOJ:nP8:ct white limes tone in the 
.. middle and the Stromatopora neal' the top of the section; an average section for the dIstrIct. 
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THE KUPPINGER QUARRY. 

The Kuppinger quarry, located on the ea:st bank of Lime 
creek, between the bridg.e and the mill dam, in the northeastern 
part of Mason City, gives the following 'seotion: 

FEET. 

7. Residual clay and drift................ . . ..... .......... . ... 4 
6. Somewhat regularly bedded stromatoporoid limestone....... 3 
5. Reef of stromatoporoids consisting largely of spheroidal 

coralla with concentric, laminated structure; some of the 
coralla are more than a foot in diameter. 'Weathers into 
spheroidal masses. Bedding obscure . . . . .. .... .. . . . . .. ... 5 

4. White or grayish, fine-grained limestone, breaking with 
conchoidal fracture, very compact; ledges ranging from a 
few inches to more than two feet in thickness. No traces 
of fossils, or traces few and very obscure. . . . . . . . . . .... .... 14 

3. Bluish limestone, flexuous and unevenly bedded .... ......... 2 
2. Hard, crystalline, grayish dolomite, with occasional streaks 

of brown and red. In weathered portions of this member, 
the crystals of dolomite are in places very loosely cemented 
and the rock has the appearance of a friable sandstone. 
Some beds are vesicular, owing to the solution and removal 
of fossils. The cavities, however, are lined with crystals to 
such an extent as to obliterate all evidence of generic or 
specific characters . Ledges varying from 6 to 36 inches in 
thickness. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

l. From floor of quarry to level of stream, covered with talus.. 2 

The bluff slopes some fifteen feet higher than the quarry face, 
·and is ,apparently supported by indurated rock. The lamellar 
stromatopo,r·oids appear in detached blocks. Numbers 2 and 4 
are the beds mogt prized for ,structural purposes. At ,the pres
ent time, the quarry is worked only intermittently, and, then in 
a small way. But little labor saving maohinery has been in
stalled. 

Openings have been ma:de in the bluff up stream from the 
Kuppinger quarry, but no new beds are expo ed. The beds ex
posed in the quarry of Ithe Mason Ci>ty Lime and Cement Com
pany are es·sentially a repetition of the above. 

At Parker's Mill ,on Willow creek, the following natural sec
tion is exposed: 

PARKER'S MILL SECTION . 

FEET. 

6. Stromatopora reef, equivalent of No. 5 of the Kuppinger 
quarry.. . . . . .. .. .... . .. . . . . . ... . . .... .. . . ................ 4 

5. Wbite limestone, somewhat split up by weathering.:.. ...... 14 
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FEET • 

. 4. Even,ly bedded dolomite, in ledges varying from 3 to 30 inches 
in thickness. . . . . .. .. . ... . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~2 

3. Impure dolomite, breaking irregularly by exposure to weather, 
and containing many cavities lined with crystals 'of calcite. 2t 

2. Crumbling, calcareous, granular bed, light gray in color, 
with many nodular and branching stromatopores, some 
favosites and beautiful coraUa of PachyphyZlu1n woodmani i 

1. Argillaceous limestone, dark drab in color, homogeneous, but 
breaking up on exposure to frost...... .... ...... .... ...... 2 

Numbers 1, 2 and 3 appear to be lower in the ,s,eries than 1 
in the Kuppinger quarry. 

Several companies have opened quarries norbh 'of the city. 
Among others ,are the Belden Btone Oompany, the Mason City 
Quarry Company, and the Mason City Stone Company. The 
last named company has recently sold 'Out to the Northwestern 
States Portland Cement Company. 

The sequence 'of beds exposed in the quarries of ,the Belden 
Stone Company is given in the following section. These quar
ries are located in the southeast quarter of the northwest quarter 
of section 27, Lime Creek township. 

BELDEN STONE COMPANY SECTION . 

FEET. 

7. Soil and residual clay from a few inches to. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2t 
6. White or grayish limestone , shattered into small pieces; re-

moved as part of the stripping. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
5 . White limestone in thin layers . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... . ...... 3 
4. White limestone in layers from 2t to 10 inches in thickness, 

good building stone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
3. Evenly bedded dolomite, suitable for heavy walls or for 

cutting into caps and sills; in three ledges 21, 10 and 11 
inches respectively in thickness. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3t 

2. "Blue cap," a bed that quarries out in shapeless, worthless 
b locks, in two ledges; an impure dolomite. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

1. Brown, bluish and gray dolomite in eight ledges, varying 
from 4 to 13 i·nches in thickness. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5f 

The white limeS'tone here having less 'Overburden is more 
weruthered, which finds expression in its being more thinly 
bedded and fra:ctured. 

The beds developed by 'the Mason City Stone Company con
sist of an aggregate of nearly twenty feet of dolomite ,and rather 
more ,than ,ten feet 'Of the white limestone. 
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In .all of these quarries the dolomite occurs in layers of good 
thickness and is ,of excellent quality. It usually presents .a more 
or less rough ,surface owing to the .sub-crystalline, granular 
texture, and is known commercially.as "Mason City sandstone." 
East ,of Mason City, ,the white limestone becomes much ]e s 
importtant. A short distance belo,w the wagon bddge ,at Pont
land, the following beds may be ,observed: 

PORTLAND SECTION. 

FEET. 

6. Soil and wash up to. . .. .. .. . . . . .. .... . . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . .... 3 
5. Dolomite, coarsely granular, in thin layers ........ ,......... 3 
4. Limestone, white with laminar Stromatoporas........ . ...... 2 
3. Limestone, the spheroidal Stromatopora reef, but more 

evidently stratified than at Mason City, . , . . . . . .. .......... 4 
2. Limestone, white, evenly bedded. . ... . . . . . . .. .. ... . . . . . . . . . . 3 
1. Dolomite, in heavy beds.... . . . . . . . . .. . ... .... . . . . . . .. .. .... 13 

Up the river toward the mill, dolomitized beds higher in the 
series may be viewed. Numbers 1 to 4 may be correlated readily 
with the M3Ison City sections. The beds dip at la low angle down 
stream, and almost wholly disappear 'some two miles below the 
bridge. The" Clay Banks," beginning on ,the nonthwest quarter 
of section 35, present 'an abrupt escarpment facing 11;Ihe creek, and 
rest on the variable beds of the Cedar Valley stage which appear 
in the channel of the creek. While the Lime Creek shales which 
constitute the "clay banks" contain oceasional haI1d ledges, 
they are not of sufficient importance in ,tha,t connection to merit 
de cription. They wiD be discussed later ,as a possible source 
of Portland 0emenrt materials. 

Above Mason City, the Cedar Valley limestone presents an 
almost continuous section along Lime creek to FeI1tile in 'Worth 
county. The beds display many local undulations and the usual 
.variations in composition ,and teX'ture. As a rule Ithe beds are 
lower, and the main dolomite quarried in Mason City and vicin
ity is no,t well exposed. The whiite limestone ,thins materially and 
is oftentimes below the water line. No impodant quarries have 
been opened,although much stone h3ls been ,taken out £or local 
use. 

Along the Shell Rock river ;the white limestone ,and heavy 
dolomite are the chief terranes exposed. Occasional very limited 
exposures of the bed.s above and below may be ,s,een. Outcrops 
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of the various beds appear at short intervals from Foster's mill 
above Plymouth to the Floyd county line. The beds as a rule 
are more profolmdly folded than their equivalents ,along Lime 
creek. In the vicinity of Plymouth dolom~tic beds prevail and 
are quarried to some extent. They are supposed to be the 
equivalents of the dolomite in 'vhe Portland ,section above the 
s'tromatoporoid zones. The beds rise down stream. Alt Rock 
Fall beds much lower in ,the series appear. Below the wagon 
bridge, the following section is exposed : 

FEET. 

5. Drift and waste almost nothing 
4. Limestone, white.. ... . ... .. . ..... . .... .. . .. ... . . ..... . . .... 1-3 
3. Dolomite, in regular beds and of good quality. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
2. Dolomite, impure and irregularly bedded, becoming nodular 

on weathering . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
1. Dolomite, argillaceous... . .. .... .... .. .... .... ... ... .... .... 3 

The lower beds in the above section are almost rdentical with 
those exposed in the Parker's Mill section in Mason Oity. Num
bers 1 to 3 are better seen in Vermilya's bluff on the norbheast 
quarter ·of section 35 in Flall -township, where they show 'a maxi
mum expo, me of forty feet. The lower twenty feet ,show no defi
nite bedding planes and the rock breaks up into anO'ular pieces by 
weathering. While the beds ,are more or less continuously ex
posed for some distance, no new phases are shown within the 
confines of the county. While quarries might be opened at al
most any point, none worthy 'of individual mention are in oper
ation. 

LIME CREEK SHALES. 

Whi.le the Lime Creek shales as developed in Cerro Gordo 
county comprise essentially day shales and marls, occasional 
indurated ledges are present, e pecially in the upper member 
or Owen beds. These hard layers are quarried at several points 
in POI'ltland, Owen, Gene eo and Doughert 'townships. The 
shone developed i usually a rather soft, yellow, earthy dolomite 
of fair Ito poor quality, and is of local importance 'Only. 

The shales and marls pr,omise to be of far greater importance 
in the manufacture of Portland cement. The mo t important 
,secltion exposed in the county may be viewed 'On section 35 in 
Portland 'township, f,acing a convex bend in Lime creek and con-



CERRO GORDO COUNTY. 327 

tinuing a distance of about ·a mile. The beds exposed are as 
follows: 

CLAY BANK SECTION. 

FEET. 

6. Soil and drift, almost a neglectable quantity 
5. Shale, calcareous or marl; in some places indurated layers 

appear .. . .. ..... . ....... .... .... .. . . .. . ....... . . .. . .. . ... 3 
4. Cap rock, variable in thickness. . . . . . . . .. .. .... ........ . . .. . 1 
3. Marl, highly fossiliferous; containing occasional hard bands.. 20 
2. Shale, non-fossiliferous, weathered yellow... .. .. .. .... . . .... 10 
1. Shale, bluish gray to blue and becoming highly plastic on 

weathering; non-fossiliferous.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 

A hard compact limes'tone outcrops in -the ~reekand forms 
the floor upon which the above section rests. 

Sampt.es selected from this seotion were analyzed; the results 
are given in .the table bet.ow, the numbers ~orresponding to the 
numbers in the section. Three samples were selected from the 
marl comprising number 3 in the section, of which 3a was taken 
from the indurated layers. 

A nalysis of clay shales and marls from the "Clay Banks" nem' Pm·tland, Cerro 
Gordo county . 

I No. 1 No.2 No.3 NO.3a No. 3b No.4 No.5 

I 
Moisture ............. .. ............ 1.21 1 .001 0.73 0.35 0.75 0.68 0.93 
Com bined water .. ..... . ........... 3.29 0.76 2.72 0.17 3 .67 2.44 :t .04 
Silica .. ......................... . .. 49.93 50. 15 20.26 5 .36 20.82 7.59 27.26 
Alumina ..... .. ....... .. ......... . . 20.23 19 .68 11.28 

3.
79

1 
11 .55 5.62 19.15 

Ferric oxide ......... . ............ . . 4.32 4.08 2.76 1.20 2.76 1.56 4.32 
Lime ... .... ... ..... ... .. .......... 

6.
70

1 
9. 78 31.42 48 .18 30.01 44.34 16.47 

Magnesia ............ . ............. 2.79 
2.

26
1 

3.44 2.7°

1

,"' 3.22 2.23 
Sulphur trioxide ....... . .......... 1.14 1.18 2.09 1.02 1.19 0.51 1.11 
Soda . ... .. . . . .. . ..... . .. . ....... . . . 

2 .
17

1 

1.0:3 0.50 0.27 . 0.72 0.29 1.55 
Potash ............. .. .............. 2.25 1.62 1.09 0.46 1 .41 0.48 2.20 
Carbon dioxide .... ................ 6.05 8. 54

1 
23.56 35.73 23.05 33.39 12.59 

I 
J. B. WEEMS, Analyst. 

The stripping ri.'s of var1able ,thickness but usually unimpor
'tanto The marly beds 3 ,to 3 b have almost the proper compo
sition for a Portland cement and merit more attention than has 
been given them. The above seC'tion is about equally distant 
from the Iowa-Dakota division of the Chicag·o, Milwaukee & 
Saint Paul and the Fox Lake division of the Chicago and North
western railways. 
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At Mason City, the shales' and marls appear ,some di'stance 
to the south .and west of Lime creek while there is an almost con
tinuous section ,of limestone along Willow, Calamus and Lime 
creeks. 

The shales and marls are exposed ,south and west of the city. 
Immediartely west of the fair grounds, along a small creek, the 
following section is exposed : 

FEET. 

2. Marl, weathered yellow .. ...... , . . . . ... .... .. . . . ..... . . .... . 12 
1 . Shale clay, blue-gray, becoming very plastic when weathered, 

exposed, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ........ .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

The shales are known to attain .a thickness of some for,ty 
feet southwest of the city in the pits ,of the brick companies. 
Analyses were made of all ,of the members in the above sections 
and the results are given below. 

1 2 
I 

3 4 5 6 

I --- - -- ----

Silica, . . . .... ... . .... . .. 35 .23 .')4.56 5l. 9?i 0.72 0.63 54 .64 I I 
Alumina .... } 

21.0~ 30.62 { 18,34 0,91 0.71 { 14 .62 
Ferric oxide . . , .. " . 7. 56 

I .. ~~ : ~~ .. 
6.45 

Calcium carbonate,., .. , 32,84 4.10 4,14t 97.48 9.21 
Magnesium carbonate .. , 3,94 ~.13 3. :.'61' 0.99 6.09 
Alkalies as K 2 0 . . . . . .. . .... .. . . 2.32 4.12 . . . . . . . . . 5.89 
Sulphur t rioxide, ...... , 3. ll 2.30 

I 
2.76 0.98 ..... .... ......... 

Com bined water, , .. . . . , 4,26 4.19 7,49* 2.46 . . . . . . . . . 
Moisture ...... . .. .. . .. . 0.12 0 ,30 0,42 0.05 0.51 

* Combined wat er and carbon dioxide . 
t These percentages are of oxides instead 01 carbonates. 

1. Marl from exposure west of fair grounds. 
L. ,G . MICHAEL, Analyst . 

2. Shale from exposure west of fair grounds . 
L. G. MICHAEL, Analyst. 

3. Shale from pit of American Brick and Tile Company. 
J. B. WEEMS, Analyst . 

4. Stromatopora limestone, quarry of Mason City Lime & Cement 
Company. 

L. G. MICHAEL, Analyst. 
5. Mason City White Limestone, quarry of Mason City Lime & 

Cement Company. 
A. O. ANDERSON, Analyst. 

6. Shale from pit of Mason City Brick and Tile Company. 
G. E. PATRICK, Analyst. 

3.74 
0 .85 
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earthy to granular, non-crystalline limestone, oftentimes cav
ernous. Crystalline calcite geodes are not uncommon. Rough 
stone for local use only has been 'taken -OUIt from time to time 
at numerou points in the county, and lime has been burned on 
a small sCiale until recently, in the vicinity of Chickasaw. 

The section loca'ted near the wagon bridge in Chickasaw shows 
twenty-five feet of heavy bedded dolomite, which is much broken 
toward ,the surface on acount of weathering. Lower down the 
beds are illitersected by numerou s joints. A large amount of 
chert in streaks and bands is a striking feature of ,this section, 
and one very unusual in the Devonian. 

A section which occurs about one mile north of Chickasaw, 
illustrates a flaggy facies of the Devonian. The 's,tone a usual 
is highly magnesian and occurs in thin, even lay,er , varying 
from two to six inches in thickness. There are numer'ous calcite 
lined caverns and some very perfect calcareous geodes pr-esent. 

A fairly r€pr esentative section showing the variable ohar
acter 'o.f the Devonian beds as dev,eloped in the county, is ex
posed in ,the s'outheast quarter of section 3, Deerfield ,township. 
The sequence is a s follows : 

7. Loam and drift . .. .. ......... . 
6. Limestone, thin-bedded, earth y and badly weathered .. .. .. . . 
5. Limestone, hard ledge; drab colored, purer and more crystal-

line than 4 and 6 . .. . .. .. .......................... .... . . . 
4. Limestone , thin-bedded; becomes m:uly and concretionary 

on weathering ..... , ...... . .......... . .. . ................ . 
3. Shale, arenaceous, yellow and p lain ly laminated .... . . . ... .. . 
2. Limestone, hard, dark gray, layers six to ten inches in thick-

ness and ROW forms floor of the quarry ................. . . 
1. Limestone, hard, not now exposed, but was quarried 

for lller ly ....... .. .. .... . . ......... .. _ .................... . 

FEET. 

2 
3 

2 
4 

2 

3 

lit is evident from a c3JsUJal in peCltj'on of the above s'ection 
that 'the overburden 'of drift and worthle. s mater~al is practically 
prohibitive. ,Vhile certain ledges at numerous other points yield 
excellent structural materia l and stone of suitable compo.'ition 
for a good <]ualit~c of lime, the high proportion of waste whie h 
mu t be handled makes a large production improbable. 

FA YETTE COUN ry. 

Indurated rocks of the Devonian immediately underlie the 
drif,tover tihe middle and western portions of the count~·, con-
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stituting ,one-half ,of its superficial area. Outcrops are limited 
to the immediate vicinity of the streams on account 'of the great 
thickne,ss of the drift, especially over the west portion of the 
county. 

Quarries have been opened 'at a number of points, notably in 
the t'own 'Of F,ayette, in the northwestern corner of Windsor 
township, near the towns of Alpha and Wauooma in Eden town
ship and near Fairbank and M'aynard in Oran and Harlan town
ships respectively. The quarries are of small capaei'ty and sup
ply only the local demand. 

The Westfield bridge ,seCition, which is located on the north
east quarter of eC'tvon 29 in -Westfield township, is one of the 
most extensive Devonian sections in ,the county .and shows the 
Devonian contact with the Niagara. The ,sequence of beds is as 
f~llows : 

FEET. 

9. Lime tone, much weathered, in thin fragments, fossiliferous. 1 
8. Limestone, yellow, impure, fine-grained; in layers two to six 

or eight inches in thickness. . . . . . . . . . .. ................... 51 
7. Limestone, yellow, impure , in three heavy beds _... .... . .... 7 
6, Limestone, yellowish gray, rather massive, less magnesian 

than num ber 7 above and somewhat broken. .. . . . . . ....... 8 
5. Limestone, argillaceous, light colored, consisting of brecciated 

material in which small limestone fragments are imbedded 
in a clayey shale matrix. . . . . . . . . ... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

4. Limestone, brecciated; composed of dertse, fine-grained drab 
colored fragments of limestone, surrounded with lighter 
colored cementing material.. .. . ... ......... . . .. ........ . . 10 

3. Limestone, yellowish gray, very fine-grained; weathers into 
thin fragments _ .. _ ........ _ ... _ ... _ ... _ ................ _ . . 11 

2. Limestone, yellow, magnesian, in two ledgee, the upper dense, 
rather fine-grained, one foot thick, and the lower softer, 
vesicular, two feet in thickness.... .. . .. . . . . . . ... . ..... . . . . 3 

1. Limestone, yellowish, magnesian, heavily bedded, cavernous, 
cherty and fossiliferous .............................. , .... 22 

In ,the above section numbers 1 and 2 belong to the Niagara. 
The balance of the ecti on belongs to the Devonian. The upper 
beds only are quarried in and about Faye'tte and their equiv
alents are quarried near Fairbanl{ and Maynard, but ·at the 
latter localities the bed have become much less magnesian 
and as a consequence ,do not aflord as durable structural ma;te
rial as the same layers 'aJt Fayette. 
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In the northwest qU'arter of s·ection 6, Windsor township, the 
following beds are available: 

(FEET. 

6. Limestone, residual. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
5. Limestone, magnesian, yellow, in layers' two to six inches in 

thickness. The layers are much shattered. .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . 6 
4 . Lim estone, yellow, fine-grained, earthy, in layers six inches 

to two feet in thickness; somewhat nodular . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 3t 
3. Limestone, yellow, impure, resembling number 4; in layers 

eight to thirty inches in thickness, somewhat fossiliferous.. 6 
2. Limestone, yellowish gray, in rather indistinct layers which 

are checked by numerous joints, fossiliferous ..... . . . . . . . . . 8 
1. Shale, light colored, containing occas ional fragm ents of lime

stone . Shale fragments become more abundant in lower 
parts; talus covered to bed of stream . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 7 

Similar sections appear at other points in the neighborhood. 
Beds higher in the series than those in Windsor township 

are quarried in the town of Fairbank in the southwest corner 
of the county. The quarry 'section is ,as follows: 

FEET. 

5. Soil , drift and residual materials..... . ..... . . ... .. . . . . ... . .. 5 
4 . Limestone, yellow, much decayed, in thin layers, fossiliferous 2t 
3. Limestone, hard, gray, in thin layers, fo ssiliferous .. ..... .... 2 
2. Limestone, yellowish gray in rather even layers with oc-

cas ional bands of shal y material; showing numerous spots 
of concentrically arranged lines f iron stains; fossiliferous. 6 

1. Limeetone, gray, massive, conta ining numerous geodes o f 
calcite and bearing but few foss il s. . . . . . .. .. .... . . .. .. . . . .. 3 

Other quarries have been opened in the neighborhood but 
developed nothing new. The quarries in the vicinity of May
nard lare less extensive than tholse 8Jt Fairbank and show no new 
phases. 

FLOYD COUNTY. 

r.Dhe Devonian limestone and ·shales form the country rock 
over the entire county so far as known 3Jt this time. Numerous 
outcrops lappear 'along the Shell Rock river, Floyd creek, the 
Cedar river and the Li,ttle Cedar river. Outcrops of the Lime 
Creek shales are c'onfined to Rockford and vicinity, while all 
of the limestones belong to the Cedar Valley sltage. The lime
stones are prev.ailingly hard, white, compac>t, often lithogr,aphic, 
ev,enly bedded and almost pure calcium carbonate. They are 
often ,associated with or interbedded with magnesian or dolomitic 
layers. ' 
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PLATE XLVII .-a . City quarry. Charles City, Floyd county . Iowa. 
b. Shell Rock river. Nora SprIngs. Floyd county . Iowa . 

• c . Floyd q uarry section. 
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Along the Shell Rock river, sections at Nora Springs, Rock
ford and Marble Rock give the r.ange ,of beds which may be 
observed. At Nora Springs the f·ollowing beds appear in the 
bluff at the f.oundry about one hundred and fifty yards up stream 
fr~m the Milwaukee railway bridge. 

FEET. 

7. Soil and drift of variable thickness.. . . . .. .. . .. . .. . . . . ... . . .. 1-4 
6. Limestone, coralline zone, colonies very much flattened, bed-

ding planes not very distinct... .... .. . ........ . . . . .. ...... 6 
5. Limestone, buff to gray-buff, otherwise similar to number 4; 

bedding planes rather more apparent. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. ... . 4 
4. Limestone, white, much shattered, compact and brittle; bed-

ding planes not apparent .... .. .......... '" . ... .... ...... 3+ 
3. Limestone, spheroidal Stromatopora zone; appears to be 

decidedly concretionary where weathered, spheroids up to 
10 inches, horizontal diameter somewhat the larger. . . . . . . . 8 

2. Limestone, gray-buff, evenly bedded, compact to somewhat 
earthy fracture, less brittle than 1, grades upward into white 
limestone. . . . . . . . . . .. ..... . ...... ... .......... .. ........ . 2 

1. Limestone, white, apparently brecciated; bedding planes not 
well defined, cOITlpact and brittle, exposed at this point 
above low water.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Just belo'w the mill, some 'thr.ee-eighths ofa mile f,artJher up 
stream, several small quarries have been opened. The same 
beds are exposed but show c'onsiderable v,ariations, especially 
in bedding. All of the beds up to number 4 are massive. Num
ber 2 'appears as a single ledge, in places. Although the spher
oidal masses can be s-een, number 4 take on a somewhat shaly 
character -and i,s thicker than at ,the foundry. In places, how
ever, this member ·appears taS a single massive ledge. The beds 
all dip up -stream. The stone derived from tJhese beds is used 
quite generally throughout the town and adjoining country. 

At Rockford, beds higher in ,the 'series appear and only the 
uppermoslt member of the Cedar Valley limestone appears in 
the low escarpment -along the river. Back from the river the 
Lime Creek shale appear. While the aC'tual contact between 
the Cedar Valley and the Lime Creek was not een, the section 
which oan be viewed along the riv,er and in the pit of the Cream 
City Brick and Tile Company is as follows: 
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ROCKFORD SECTIO N. 
FEET. 

10 . Soil and drift, variable in thickness.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-2 
9. Marl, blue-gray, oxidizes to a yellowish color, highly foss ili-

ferous .. . ... _ . . ...... . ............. . .. .. ..... . .... . . _ . . . . 12+ 
8. Clay-shale, gray-blue, slightly gritty and more pervious than 

beds below . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
7. Iron-stained zone, containing concretions; of variable thick-

ness ...... . ..... . . .. ...................... . .. 6 inches to 2 
6. Clay-sbale, similar to number 5............................. 6 
5. Shale, gray-blue, slightly gritty . .. .. . .. .. .. . .... .. ...... .. .. 12 
4. Limestone, shaly, exposed but thickness not determined . ... . 
3. Limestone, white, similar to uppermost beds along the river 

itt Nora Springs; coralline, thin ly bedded. . ................ 12 
2. Dolomite, or dolomitic Limestone, brown and porous ... _..... 3 
l. Lilileston8, gray-blue, in medium heavy ledges, exposed.... . 4 

The marls and shales continue more .or less uninterruptedly 
to the" Olay Banks" s'outh of Portland in Cerro Gordo county 
and can be traced slouthward from Rockford two 'or three miles. 
They are not known to occur in any considerable quantl!ty north 
and ea;s,t 'or Lime creek 'Or :vhe Shell Rock river. The marl is 
used to some extent for r.oad work and appears ,to cement welL 
The lower limestone beds have been quarried in a small way 
but are too near the water level in the river to permiJt their ex-

. tensive development. 
At Marble Rock 'a number of quarries have been opened and 

are operated at the present time. About three-fourths .of a 
mile above ihe wagon bridge 'a quarry has been opened 'on the 
east side of Shell Rock river and presents the following beds: 

MARBLE ROCK SECTION. 
FEET. 

5. Soil and drift.... ... . .... ...... .. . . .... .... .... . ... ... . .... . 1-4 
4. Limestone, white, with spheroidal Stromatopora, hard and 

brittle, beds heavy where unweathered; becomes cavernous 
in part and the middle portion is brecc iated, exposed .. _ ... 10-12 

3. Limestone, magnesian or dolomitic, much weatbered and 
stai.ned in places, yellowish brown, evenly bedded, ledges 
shaly in part. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .......... 8 

2. Limestone, dolomitic, shaly, iron-stained... . . . . . ........... 2 
1. Limestone, white, the details are as follows' 

10 inch ledge, lithographic. 
10 inch ledge, brecciated. 
Two 10 inch ledges, separated by shaly parting. 
10 and 12 inch ledges, lithographic in character. 
20 to 24 inch ledge almost lithographic. 
14 inch and 18 inch ledges, separated by shaly parting, 

hard, compact. 
Total .. . ..................... . .. .. ... _ . _ . . . . . . 9 
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PLATE XLVIII.-a. Old lime quarry above Marble Rock, Floyd county, Iowa, showing 
Stromatopora zone and brecciated zone . 

22 

b. Marble Rock quarry sllowing evenly bedded, lithographic beds below , 
and Stromatopora and brecciated zone above. 
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, ,Tlle ledges in number 1 constitute , a compact, hard" brittle 
limestone almost l1thographic throughout, with ,the eX'ception 
of the ledge next to the top of the series, which is di,stinctly 
brecciated. All of the layers are evenly bedded and all but the 
third and four,th layel'is are separated by haly or marly par:t
ings, thus facilitating quarrying by very simple methods. All 
of the lower limestone beds show good abilrty to resi,st wewther
ing infiilences. The lower limestone beds are most highly prized 
for quarry purposes although the do}omrtic beds, when not 
too much weathered, are also used. Both the upper and lower 
limestones are well adapted for crushed ,sltone products. Old 
quarries were ,opened in the upper limestone, which was ,also 
burned for lime. The remains .of an ,old pot kiln may 'still be 
seen in the immediate neighborhood. 

Along the Cedar river and its immediate tributaries an 
abundance of indurated rock is available, often with very little 
overburden. The principal quarries are 10C'ated at Llrthographic 
City, Floyd ,and Charles City. The Interstate Devel'opment Com
pany h&s made extensive opening,s at Lithographic City and is 
planning to 'operate its pr,operty .on ,a large scale in ,the near 
future. Two quarries have been opened. The beds ,exposed 
are as foUows: 

LITHOGRAPHIC CITY SECTION.-

11. Soil and drift ..... . . . ........ . .. .. .. , . . . ................. . . 
10. Limestone, lithographic . . ... . ............ . .. . ............. . 
9. Limestone, yellow-gray, friable, coarsely granular and thin-

bedded .................. ... . . . . ... . ................ . .... . 
8. Limestone, dense, compact, buff to grayish white, thin-

bedded ..................... .. ......... . ...... ... .. . ..... . 
7 . Limestone, lithographic, shattered and unevenly bedded, 

brown, variegated .. . .. . . . . . ..... . ..... . .. . .............. . 
6. Clay parting .... .. ......... . ......... . ..... . ............ . . . 
5. Limestone, compact . . ....... , .......... . . . . ... . .... . . .... . 
4. Clay parting .......................... . .. . ......... .. .... . 
3. Limestone, buff to pink, li thographic .. . ....... . . . ........ . 
2 . Limestone, gray, sllb-crystalline ..... . .... . ...... ........ .. , 
1. L imestone, lithographic, dense, exposed . . . . .... . ..... ..... . 

. ·From notes supplied by Mr. C. L, Webster, Charles City, Iowa. 

FEET. 

1 
5 

3i 

1 
t 

H 
I .. 

Ii 
i 

3 

, . . , 
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An average sample W3;S IS elected from the above section and 
analyzed. The analysis is giv,en herewith: 

Calcium carbonate ... ... . .. . ..... .................. .. .... .... . 92 .85 
Magnesium carbonate...... .... .................... . .......... . 5.31 
Iron and alum ina................ ...... .. .... . ............ .. .. 0 .80 
Insolub le............ .. .... . ........ . ......... . ..... ... . ..... . . 1.60 

A. O. ANDERSON, Analyst. 

The magnesia percentage can undoubtedly be llowered by 
the elimination of number 9 in the above section which lappears 
to be strongly dolomitic. 

A large number lof specimens have been selected from the 
v3.rious beds in the quarry ,and polished. Enough has been done 
to demonstrate thoroughly the superior quality of certain of the 
layers for lithographic purpo'ses. It has also been demonstrated 
that the lithogmphic 'stone can be obtained in large slabs prac
tically free from fractures, calcite balls, clay seams and other 
imperfections. Other beds take a good polish and are of a 
pleasing color. They can be quarried in blocks of almost any 
lateral dimensions and will undoubtedly :find a ready market. 
The waste from the quarries would make an excellent grade 
of crushed ,stone. A large area is available with almost no 
overburden. A short line '0£ railway has been surveyed and the 
company contemplates building in at an early date. 

At Floyd, eXltensive quarrying has been done through a period 
of many years. A quarry just north of town along the main 
roadway shows the f1ollowing beds : 

FBET. 

8 . Driftandsoilupto .............. : .~ ........ .. ...... ... . ..... 4 
7. Limestone, brown, dolomitic. . . . . . . . . . ..... . .. . .... . . .. .. ... . 8 
6. Limestone, white to gray, compact, brittle.. . ............... 3 
5. Limestone, sub-crystalline, sugary, gl"ay to brownish, appar-

ently dolomitic .. .... .... . . ... . . . . .. .. ... .. .. . .. ......... 4 
4. Limestone, gray-white, blue above, compact, weathers con-

cretionary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
3. Limestone, b lue-gray, shaly above ... ... . ..... . .......... , .. 4 
2 . Limestone. brown, vesicular, dolomitic...... ... ............. 1 
1. Limestone, compact, exposed. .. ... . ........ ... ..... ...... .. 3 

Many of the older buildings and nearly all foundations in 
the town attest ,the popular~ty of the stone for structural 
purposes. 
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Charles City is the chief quarry center in the c'ounty. Of the 
numerous quarries which have been opened and operated from 
time to time, :a large q:,!.3;~ry located in 1hesouthwestern part 
of town may be taken as a fair average. The beds developed 
are ,as follows: 

CHARLES CITY SECTION . 
FEET . 

4 . Soil , drift , and terrace materials, the latter constituting the 
larger portion of the overburden. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ........ . . 4-8 

3. Limestone, ledge persistent ... . ... . '. . ... . . . ... . . . .. . . . . . . ... 1-2 
2 . Lime'stone , magnesian, light brown, vesicular and sub

crystalline , less evenly bedded than number 1, concre-
tionary in part .. .... . . . . ... . ... .... . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. ~ ..... 5-6 

1. Limestone"gray, weathers white , compact and brittle; evenly 
bedded, but beds undulating; comparatively free from 
flaws and remarkably uniform, exposed. . . . . . .. . .. .... .. .. 8 

The layers in number 1 'are separated by thin day ' partings 
which greatly facilitate quarrying ,opemtions. According to 
Mr. C. L. Webster, ,the stromatoporoid zones lie from fifteen 
to twenty feet bel'ow the base of the quarry. Number 1 in the 
above section is the chief quarry rock and has been used ex
tensiveiy in Charles City and the adj1acent country. The M. E. 
Ohurch and First National Bank building.s are among the more 
imporrtJant 'structures constructed from local lI!aterials; rbhe 
former bearing the date of 1854. Both are in good repair and 
the 'stone 'appears :to possess excellent weathering qualities. The 
Charles City Marble Company owned and operated the quarry. 
This company also a'ttempted to cut and polish the stromatopor-" 
oids for ornamental work but with indifferent success as a 
commercial venture, although 'some very handsome pieces were 
turned ,out. 

South of Charles City, quarries have been opened at s'everal 
points. On the south half ,of section 20, township 95 north, 
range XV west, ea'stof the wagon road and nOI'lth ofa small 
creek, the following layers may be seen: 

FEET. 

11 . Soilanddrift,thin , upto ... . .... . .. .. . . .. . .. .. . . . . . . .. .. . . 1 
10 . Limestone, light colored, magnesian , shattered and fossilif-

erous . . . '. ..... . . .. .. . . .. .. . .. . . ... . . .. . .. . . . .... . . . . . . . ... 1 
9. Limestone, nodular, containing many stromatoporoids, 

badly b roken, fossiliferous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4t 
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FEET 

8. Dolomite, b rown .. . . . ..... .. . . ... . .. .. . ... .. . . .. . . . . . . .... 1 ~ 
7. Limestone, lithographic, th inly bedded, where weathered, 

separating into thin p lates. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ., 1-~ 
6. Limestone, compact, brown, becomes thinly bedded below 

in weathering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ........ 2 
5. Limestone, impure, earthy , forming a re-entrant in cliff face 

and breaking down, on weathering, to a yellow, clayey 
mixture . . . .... . . ·. . .... . .. . .. . . ..... . . . . ... . . . ...... ... . .. t 

4. Limestone, thinly bedded and light brown to bluish in color; 
laminoo separated by bands of weathered clayey residue ... 2t 

3 . Talus s1ope . ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
2 . Lim~stone, ledges similar to number 4, but heavier and 

firmer, with fewer clay partings and deeper brown in 
color. ... . . . ... . . .. .... ...... .... . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. .. . . . . . ... 10 

1 . Talus slope to creek bed.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Some quarrying was done f.ormerly 'at this point. An abun
dance of material 'is easily available and under very light over
burden. 

In the ,s-outheastern portron ,of the eounty ,some quarrying 
has been done. The most important opening, the Allen quarry, 
two and three-fourths miles northwest of Nashua, is given here
with: 

3. Drift and soil of indefinite thickness. 
2. Limestone, in thin beds, varying from' one to five inches in 

thickpess, some layers soft and granular, others hard and 

FEET. 

fine-grained. . . . . . . . . . .. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
1. Limestone, consisting of the fopowing ledges from the 

bottom upward: eighteen inch, twelve inch, fourteen inch, 
eight inch and five six inch ledges respectively...... .... . .. 7 

The bottom ledge affords stone suitable for bridge work while 
seveml of the other ledges yield s'atisfactory building stone. 

Some lime burning was done in Floyd county, as in the case 
of nearly every other limestone producing county in the state, 
but no lime has been produced du~ing recent years. 

FRANKLIN COUNTY. 

The Owen beds ·of the Lime Creek stage 'outcrop at various 
points along the eas-tside of the West Fork of the Cedar riv,er in 
the northeas't corner 6f Ros.s and throughout its course in West 
Fork township. In .secti1on 7,. West . F'OTk township, a small 
quarry has been opened, fr'om which some rock has been re-
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m6'ved. '.' These beds furnish a supply 01 building "materi'al which 
has been utilized locally at many points. It "is seldom, however, 
that the stone is sufficiently coherent to permit of any extended 
use for structural work. ". 

The quarry 'opening just north of the road along the south 
side ·of s~ction 7, West Fork township, affords the following 
section: 

" r ~. ,- ,) 

2.. Shale, yellow, magnesian, with chert nodules and, near the 
"base, interbedde!i, . "S1;lb-crystalline limestone, apparently 
dolomite. In places, definite bands of chert perm eated 

"with brachiopod impressions, Spi1"if e1" w hitneyi most abun-

FEET . 

dant.... .. . .. . . . .......... .. . . .... .... ... .... . ....... . ... .3t 
1. Dolomite , brown, thinly bedded, fossiliferous, partially cry

stalline; much shattered at top and badly rifted throughout, 
exposed . ... . ... ," " .. " ........ " " ..... " . . . .. " " " ...... " ... .. " 7 

Only tlle lower bed can b e used, and this on a0count of its 
coarsely granular and partially weathered condition, is not a 
dUl'iable material: It has been used to a limi,ted extent for side
walk flagging, and in walls, where :it is fairly satisfactory. 

HOWARD COUNTY. 

Outside ·of two small ,areas marking the extensions of Ordo
vician beds which have been uncovered by the streams into 
Vernon Springs and across Albion township into Forest City 
township,the Devonian covers the entire county. The Devoni1an 
beds are acces'sible at numerous points and have been quarried 
principally at Vernon Springs and vicinity, 'Cresco, Lime Springs 
and vicinity, Chester, Elma ,and in section 33 in Saratoga town
ship. The lowest beds developed may be viewed in the quarry 
loeated on the northeast corner of section 14 :in Forest City 
township. The principal quarry rock consists of a massive, 
rough, rather soft, non-cry,stalline, ve,sricular dolomite. The 
quarry section is as follows : 

FEET. 
5. Limestone, dolomitic, ledges decayed and badly broken up; 

comparatively thinly bedded . . . .. . .. " .. " . . " . .. .. . . " . . ". .. 8 
4; Dolomite, coarse, vesicular , full of fossil casts ... "...... . .... 5 
3. Dolomite, coarse, pitted like number 4 " .. " .. .. .. . "." .... ". . . H-
2 . Limestone, dolomitic, light yellow ... .. " . . . " ." .. .. ....... .. : 3 
1. Limestone, similar to 2 but softer and more granular; in four 

beds which in places appear to be completely blended into 
a single bed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... ... ..... ". ... . . . . . 4 
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Similar sections may be seen at other points in. Forest City 
and Albion townships. 

Beds somewhat higher in the ,series have been quarried at 
Vernon Springs ,and vicinity. The Salisbury quarry, located 
in the southwest quarter of the southwest quarter ,of section 34 
in Vernon Springs ,township may be selected as a fair sample. 
The section is 'as f'ollows : 

SALISBURY SECTION, VERNON SPRINGS. 
FEET. 

5. Black soil mixed with broken rock...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
4. Limestone, broken, angular fragments affording an illus-

tration of ho" the stone yields to frost and weather. . . . . . . . 4 
3. Limestone in heavy courses of good building stone, soft, 

magnesian, yellow or brown in color, containing numerous 
spheroidal cavities lined with crystals of calcite, fossils rare 
and represented only by casts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

2. Limestone, softer, more argillaceous, in three or four layers, 
calcite lined cavities numerous. . . . . . ... . . . .. .... .... . . . . . . 3 

l. Limestone, more solid and purer, in courses from one to three 
feet in thickness , fossil shells preserved . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

The most important quarry in the county is operated by John 
Hallman and is located in the northwestern part .of the city of 
Cresco. The quarry pit shows the f.ollowing beds: 

FEET. 

4. Drift and wash ....... . . , .. ...... ...... ....... . ............. 1-4 
3. Limestone, in thin layers but evenly bedded and hard, mag-

nesian.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 6-8 
2. Limestone, blue-gray, hard and tough, in beds ranging from 

6 to 18 inches t·hick; works fairly well. . . . .. . ........... . .. 7-8 
1. Limestone, dolomitic, base ledge in northwest corner of 

quarry; weathers brownish yellow, exposed ...... . . . " .... 2 

Numbers 1 ,and 2 contain considerable crystalline calci,te in 
stringers and balls and the entire assemblage of beds is strongly 
magnesian. The quarry beds appear to be much disturbed in 
places, such disturbance being manifested by ('rushed layers and 
slickensided ,surfaces. The products of the quarry include some 
dimension stone, rubble and ordinary range st'one. The principal 
beds are eomparatively ,soft ,and work easily. 

The quarries at Forest Cittyand Chester w.ork beds similar to 
those which have been developed at Vernon Springs. 
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PLATE XLIX-a. City q u a rry abou t one and one-hal! miles north 01 (' re'co . The product 
is a natura l macada m. 

b . Quarry north .. ast 01 E lrua showing flaggy ch"racter o f bed .,. 
C Hallman quarry showing p rin c ipa l quarry beds. Cr~"co. Il oward county. 

Iowa 





HOWARD COUNTY. 347 

At Elma several quarries have been opened and dolomitic 
limestones have been quarried, which, ,according to Professor 
Calvin, are below the beds ,occurring at Cresco. A quarry along 
the Chicago Great Western railway, north of Elma, displays the 
following beds: 

FEET. 

4. Soil and drift .. , , .. .. ... . ............ .. . .. . . , . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-3 
3. Lim estone, much weathered, bedding p lanes alm ost ob lit

erated, somewhat concretionary in appearance ... . .... . . .. 3-5 
2. Limestone, magnesian, stained yellowish brown " 'here long 

exposed ; breaks up into thin layers a lthough apparently in 
heavy beds ...... . , ...... . . ..... . .. . . .. . .... ..... ,. .. . .... 3-5 

1. Dolomite, brown, sub-crystalline and cavernous, ca lcitic, in 
heavy beds ...... .. .. ........ .. .. . ... . . ... . .. ... ... . ..... . '* 

Small quarries have been opened andoperaied from time to 
time a;t other points but none are worthy of special mention. 

LIME . 

The Devon~an limestones are prevailingly magnesian to dolo
mitic as developed in Howard county and are fairly free from 
impuritie,. They would undoubtedly yield an acceptable grade 
of lime should bhey be used for that purpose. In fact a good 
grade of lime was manufactured from the dolomitic limestone at 
Vernon Springs before the railways brought in limes from other 
cOlmties where j,t coulcl be produced more cheaply . 

.JOIlN~ON COUNTY. 

Rocks of Devonian age immediately underlie the drift over 
more than half of the cOlmty. Numerous exposures occur along 
the Iowa river and its more important tributaries. The beds 
represented are referr'ed to ,three well known sub-sta'ges of the 
Devonian. The lowest belong to the brecciated stage of the 
Wapsipinicon and are ,exposed at only 'a few points in the north
eastern portion of the COlmty. These beds have been quarried 
in a small way at Solon and near Elmira. The layers are much 
shatJtered as a rule, and the blocks obtainable ,are rough and 
poorly shaped for structural purposes. The tone ,supplied 
from these beds is of local interest only. 

The Cedar Valley stage is well developed and affords the 
largest number of outcrops. Quarries have been opened and 
ope:vated at numerous points. A few, only, are given for refer-
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ence. The majority of the openings are without transportation 
facilities but show the latent wealth 'of the c-ounty in structural 
materials. A quarry .open-ed 'south of the old Terrill mill in 
Iowa Oity shows the following succession of beds: 

TERRILL MILL SECTION. 

FEET. 

8. Hard, ferruginous, reddish brown sandstone of Des Moines 
stage, Upper Carboniferous ......... '" . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .... 6 

7. Limestone , whitish gray, fine-grained .. . . ... .... ...... . .. . .. . 8 
6. Idiostroma beds, containing as usual many massive stromato-

poroids and some coralla of Acervularia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
5. Limestone, heavy, tough ledge. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
4. Limestone, b luish gray, weathering yellow, containing large 

coarse-ribbed Atrypas and the small , branched, small 
celled Cladopora found at same horizon in Eicher's quarry 8 

3. Limestone, bluish gray, in two ledges, first ledge containing 
many crinoid stems . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . .... . . . . . . . . . . 4 

2. Coral reef .. . ..................... .. .... . ... ... ... . .... . . ' . . 2 
1. Limestone, bluish, with great numbers of broken, crushed, 

det,ached valves of Spi1'ifer parryanus and the robust, large 
celled Cladopora (C. iowensis Owen sp.) described as 
Striatopom rugosa by Hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

The coral reef bed is very persistent and constant. The beds 
above the reef vary considerably. In pl1aces they are hard 
bluish gray limestone, in other places, partly on account 'of 
weathering, they are yellow limestone and in still other locali
ties they pr,esent ,the appearance ,of yellow calcareous shales. At 
the old railway quarry on the west bank of the river north of 
Ooralville, the following beds may be seen beneath the :overlying 
loess and 'drift: 

CORALVILLE SECTION. 

FEET, 

5. Limestone , white ....... .... . ............ ,..... . ............ ] 2 
4. Limestone, stratum crowded with casts of Stmpa1'o llus 

cyclostomus Hall .. .................. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . It 
3. Limestone weathering into thin fragm ents, containing some 

specimens of Idiostroma and colonies of a cylindrical Favo-
sites ... . . . ... .. . .......... . . . .. .......... ' . .. .. .. , , . .. . .. . 4 

2 . Limestone, gray, crowded with Idiostroma and other stro
matoporoids. This with No.3 represents the Idiostroma 
beds of preceding sections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. ....... .. .. 8 

1'. Limestone, hard, blue, containing some large coralla of Acer-
vularia.... ...... ... ... .. . . . .. ...... .. . . . . .. .. ... . .. ...... 4 
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These beds were formerly worked by the Railroad Company 
for crushed stone. A ,sw~tch w,as extended to the quarry and a 
large ,amount of railway ballast produoed. One of the most ex
tensive quarry sections may be observed 'on the east hank of the 
Iowa river in the northwest quarter of section 27, Newport town
ship. The following beds below the loess and drift are exposed: 

9. Limestone, brown, with crinoid stems, 8 Cladopora related 
to the form described by Hall as Striatopom ?·ugosa, but 
having the branches and polyp tubes very much smaller, 

F E ET . 

and a large coarsely ribbed variety of A trypa reticularis. . . 4 
8. Limestone , drab, granular , no fossils. . .. . . . . .... . . .... . . . .. 8 
7. Coral reef composed chiefly of coralla of Ace?·vularia davidsoni I 

E. & H., but containing many coralla of Favosites and 
Ptychophyllum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

6. limestone, moderately hard bed with crinoid stems, Spi?·i fe?· 
parryanus , At?·ypa ?·eticularis, Favosites, Cyathophyllu m, 
Cystiphyllum, etc ..... . .... . .......... .. . . . .. ... . .... , . . . . It 

5 . Limestone, sbaly, with many small crinoid stems, Chonetes 
scitula Hall , Sp1ri fer pa?-ryanus H all , Tentac1llites hoyti 
White, and Monticulipom monticola White... . . ... . . ... ... It 

4. Limestone, hard ledge with many small crinoid stems, Clad-
opora, Ptycbopbyllum and some large coralla of Acervularia 2 

3. Limestone, yellow sbaly bed with Atrypa , Ortbis, etc . ... . ... 2 
2. Limestone, yellow and gray, sbaly, without foss ils. . .. .. .... 13 
1. Limestone, moderately hard , intersected by a number of 

oblique joints, ligh t colored , laminated, with many stem 
segments and some perfect calyces of Megistocrinus and 
other species characteristic of the Megistocrinus fauna. 
Megistocrinus beds ..... . '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

The quarry north of the iron bridge in section 25, Jefferson 
township, shows some modifications of .the succession of strata 
oocurring farther down the river. The section is as follows: 

FEE T. 

10. Loess . . .. ............. . ... .. ..... . . . .. . . ..... .... . . .. .. .. .. 2-10 
9 . Pebbly drift, Kansan.. . .. . . .. . ...... .. .. . . .. . ...... . . . .. . . . 3 
8 . Limestone, decayed, with bowlders of disintegration embed-

ded in highly oxidized dark reddish brown residual clay... 3 
7. Limestone, light colored, evenly bedded, fine-grained. . . . . . . . 10 
6. Coral breccia, composed of coralla of AcerVularia, smllll cylin

drical Favosites , a peculiar Diphyphyllum, a very elongated 
Cyathophyllum, Idiostroma and massive stromatoporoids 5- 8 

5. Reef of closely crowded masses of Acervularia . ... ... . . . . ... 2 
4. Limestone, regular beavy layers of fairly good quarry stone, 

containing cor alia of Acervularia and Favosites sparsely 
distributed.. .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .... . ..... ... .. . . ... . .. . ..... . . 5 
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3. Limestone, blue, in layers from 6 inches to 2 feet thick, com
posed of fragments of crinoids and broken shells of brachi-

FEET. 

opods...... ..... . .. .. ............ . ...... . ...... ...... ... . 7 
2. Shale and shaly limestone.... .. . . ... . .. .. .. . . . . ... .. . . ..... H-
I. Limestone, heavy, blue, with concretions of pyrites .... . . . . . . 2 

N early all ·of the beds given in the rabove -sections supply mate
rial,s suibable for foundations and rough masonry and have been 
so used to some extent at one t1me or another. 

The uppermost member of the Devonian ,as developed in the 
county has been named the State' Quarry Limestone by Profes
s·or Galvin, and is not known to occur in 'any other county in 
the state. The formation 1s assigned to ,the Upper Devonian and 
attains a thickness of fiorty feet, and while ,it has been recognized 
art a number ·of points in the county, it is typically developed rat 
the State Quarries, or North Bend quarries, in 'sections 5 and 8 
of Penn township. On fresh fr.acture the 8tate Quarry rock is 
li~ht gray in color. In texture it varies somewhat in different 
beds but near the middle of the formation it is composed of 
coarse, imperfectly comminuted fmgments of brachiopod shells 
cemented together, ,the spaces being filled with interstitial cal
cite. The shells, ,or fragments of shells, making up the limestone 
are not embedded in a matrix but are ,simply piled on each ·other 
and cemented. 

N ear the middle ·of the formation the rock consists of thick 
ledges which, ,some years ago, were worked extensively. From 
these beds came ,the large limestone blocks used in the founda
tion of tte new state 'Capitol. Although the ledges show no defi
nite l.amination, 'and ,split as readily in one direction a;s another, 
the weathered surfaces ,on opposite sides of the numerous joints 
often show obscure ,signs ,of ·oblique bedding. The chief quarry 
ledge is five feet thick ,and rests ,on a four foot l,edge which is 
not used. The nex,t usable ledge in ascending order is als'o five 
feet in thickness 'and is separated from ,the first by ,two or three 
feet of talus. Tille fourth ledge is f.our feet thick and is very 
fine-grained. Above this the beds range from six inches to two 
feet in thickness; these beds are made up wholly ')f crinoidal 
remains. 'Below the first heavy ledge mentioned ,he r,0ck is 
thinly bedded. 
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While there is still a large amount of exceUent materi'al for 
bridge work and massive masonry available the lack of proper 
tr,ansportation facilities has oaused the temporary abandonment 
of the quarry. 

LIME. 
~ 

The LeClaire beds afford excellent ma'terial for strong, slow 
slaking .and slow setting lime, . but they hav,e not been used for 
that purpo,se in the county. Lime h3!s been burnt fr·om the more 
highly calcareous beds of the Devonian but not being able t,o 
compete with the better limes from other counties, the industry 
has been abandoned. 

LINN COUNTY. 

The Devonian limestones cover about two-thirds of the super
ficial area of the oounty and are quite generally exposed along 
the principal streamways, but notwithstanding ·these facts, com
paratively little dimension ,stone is deriv·ed from any of the beds. 
The Anamosa beds of the Niagara pr,actically have a monopoly 
of the commercial building .stone trade in this part of the state. 
All of the members ·of the Devonian represented in the oounty 
furnish ,some ,S'tone suitable for structural purposes, especi'ally 
crushed stone. 

The Goggan beds of Norton, formerly referred to the Niagara 
but at pr,es·ent included in the Devonian, are dolomitic, heavy
bedded, destitute of l,amination and often por·ous and hi~hly 
vesicular. When sufficiently oompact, the S'tone is well adapted 
for bridge work and other heavy masonry. A quarry ne.ar the 
railway station at Coggan giv,es a fair idea of 'the beds and is as 
follows : 

COGGAN SECTION . 

4 . Soil , loess and drift of variab le thickness . 
3 . Lime~tone, gray, hard, compact , sub-crystalline, magnesian; 

layers from one to four inches thick , weathering into b lock-

FEE T . 

chipstone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
2. Limestone, m assive, pale buff, magnesian, moderately hard , 

granular , sub-crystalline ; porous or vesicular , with a few 
irregular cavities about an inch in diameter ; in layers 
eighteen to twenty- four inches t hick . In places the rock 

23 
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weathers jnto chipstone, and is a brownish buff, semi
earthy, semi-crystalline limestone. (Exposed to quarry 

FEET. 

floor) . .... . . .... . ...... ... . ..................... . . . . . . . . . 8 
1. Slope to water in river, elsewhere seen to be occupied by 

ml\ssive limestone as above . . ... ... . .. .. ........... . . : . . . . 6 

The beds exposed here are quite variable texturally and in 
color. They vary from a compact, subcrystalline limestone to 
a highly vesicular to earthy material almost pumaceous in char
acter. The full thickness ·of the Coggan beds i,s displayed a short 
dis'tance above the dam at Central City. 'Dhe sequence is as 
follows: 

CENTRAL CITY SECTION . 

6. Soil, loess and drift, variable thickness. 
5. Limestone, even-bedded, non-magnesian above, becoming 

more and more magnesian below, and so graduating by 
thin layers into the beds below that the line between them 
is somewhat arbitrarily drawn (Otis Beds) . . .... " ... . . .. . 

4. Limestone , magnesian, light buff, compact, granular .. . . ... . 
3 . Limestone as above, darker, also non-fossiliferous excepting 

some minute vermicular cavities; in three layers . ........ . 
2 . Limestone, massive, buff, magnesian; with moulds and casts 

of fossils, as at Coggan; porous and vesicular; upper layer 
cherty, with dark nodules forming in places a continuous 
band. The layers from above downward are respectively 
one foot, five feet and ten inches, eleven inches, and four 
feet ten inches in thickness ... . .......... . ................ . 

1 . Unexposed to river .... .. . . ..... . . ... .. .. .... . . . . ... ........ . 

FBET. 

12! 

1 

• 6 

1::l-t.-
10 

Numbers 2, 3 and 4 of the above belong to the Coggan beds. 
These beds maintain their level to a :fine exposure on the left 
bank of the river, two miles northwest of Centr,al City, at 
Granger's old quarry. 

The Otis beds of Norton have been expl,oited more extensively 
for crushed stone than any other. 8everal large crusher plants 
are located in Cedar Rapids and vicinity and furnish stone for 
street and r·o,ad work, concrete arid railw,ay ballast. The prin
cipal plants are located east and south of town on either side of 
the Cedar river. One of the large1st plants running at the present 
time is operated by J. J. Snouffier, Jr., and is located along the 
Chicago, Rock Lsland and Pacific railway in the south part of 
town. The beds exposed are approximately 'as follows: 
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FIG. 25-Snouffer quarry. Cedar Rapids. Linn county . Iowa. 

FEET. 

12. Loess stripping...... ... .. ... . . . ... . .. . ... ... .... ...... .... 12-20 
11. Thin bedded, shelly, weathered limestone, for the most part 

worthless; portions of lower ledges usable in crusher...... 11-12 
lO. Light brown, saccbaroidal limestone, heavy ledge, contain

ing cavities and masses of crystalline calcite, in places, 
contains numerous fragments of ·soft yellow limestone, 
prominent in face of quarry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

9. Similar to No. 10 but more distinctly laminated and sepa-
rates readily a long bedding planes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

8. Laminated, soft magnesian limestone, sandy to the feel, 
porous; thin bedded and breaks well both horizontally and 
vertically, contains occasional small calcite cavities. . . . . . . 4 

7. Limestone, dense brown, non-crystalline ledge...... . . .. . . . 21 
6. Ledge, dark brown in color, including in places thin layers 

of black, carbonaceous clay.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .... . .. .. . It 
5 . Limestone ledge, light drab in color, has suffered shattering, 

cut by thin, irregular veins of crystalline calcite; close 
texture and conchoidal fractu re. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . It 

355 
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FEET. 

4. Dark- brown limestone, in large part coarsely crystalline; 
hard and breaks very irregularly.. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ii 

3. Hard, close textured limestone, has apparently been 
shattered and recemented by numerous veinlets of calcite; . 
displays fine wavy laminations .. : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2i 

2. Shale, black, carbonaceous and contains -fragments of lime
stone, in places soft and plastic. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i-i 

1. Sugary brown dolomite in layers from two to six inches, 
alternating laminre of varying shades; the darker weather
ing to a residue of dusty sand; breaks irregularly except 
along planes of stratification . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Thi,s quarry is located in close proximity to .the Chicago, Rock 
Island and Pacific tracks. At present the total output is crushed 
stone. The crusher is located 'on the railroad ,and the stone 
hauled by horse and cart up 'a low incline. Four grades of 
crushed pr,oductare put on the market, viz. : No. 1 ranging in 
size from 1 to 2% inches; No. 2 from % to 1 inch, No.3, % to 
%"and No.4, below 1,4 inch in diameter ,and termed" rock dust. " 

The upper beds IOf the Wapsipinicon are quite generally brec
ciated and as ,a consequence have been but little quarried. These 
beds have b:een developed in a small way 'at Marion, and in the 
vicinity :of Cedar Rapids and Flemingville. 

The Cedar Valley beds are often too shaly to be of much use 
for building or crushed stone purpos'es. As developed in Linn 
county, they break up readily under the action of frost and are 
not evenly bedded. The best quarries are in the vicinity of Gen
ter Point, T'oddville ,and Troy Mills. At best the stone produced 
is not to be recommended for important structures. ' 

MITCHELL COUNTY. 

The Cedar Valley limestone of the Devonian forms the country 
rock over the entire county. Excellent ,sections may be seen 
along the principal S'treams, especially along the Cedar river 
west of Osage. PI'Iactically the entire series of beds known to 
occur in the county 'appear in a ,single section aggregating about 
eighty-five to ninety feet. According to Professor Calvin in his 
admirable discuslsion of the Geology of Mitchell county the de
tails of one .of these standard sections are as follows: 

The Chandler Cliff Section, located on the east side of the 
river on the ,southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of section 
21, directly west of Osage: 
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FiG. 26-Cliff below the wagon bridge in the northeast quarter of section 28, Osage township . 
There are folded and brecciated beds at the base of the cUff ; the Uthographic limestone 
appears at the top . 

26 . Residual clay .in which thin, weathered slabs and flak es of 
limestone are em bedded, part of mantle of waste ... . .. ... . 

25. Limestone, coarse-grained, rough, weathered, magnesian .. . 
24. Limestone, firm, fine-grained, lithographic ledge, somewbat 

concretionary and containing imperfectly preserved stromat-
oporoids ... . ....... . .. ... ... ............... . ............ . 

23 . Limestone, partly decayed and partly shaly layer ..... ... . .. . 
22. Limestone, fine, light colored, lithographic bed. The bed as 

usual shows two divisions which are separated by a peculiar 
suture-like joint due to the interlocking of small promi
nences from the apposed surfaces. This interlocking joint 
is seen in all the exposures of this vicinity . The interlocking 
denticles show stylolitic structure . . ... . . . .. .. ... . ........ . . 

21. Shaly parting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... .. . ... . 
20 . Limestone, lithographic, in three parts; upper part as u sual 

very fin e-grained and homogeneous .... . ... .... .. . .... .. . . 
19. Shaly parting ...................... ...... . ............. . .. . 
18. Limestone, lithographic, fine -grained ..................... . . 
17. Limestone , coarse, dolomitic ...... . ....... . .. ... ... . .. .... . 
16. Limestone, fine-grained, laminated ............ . ........... . 

FEET. 

4 

i 

1 

2 
1 

TI 

l 
6 

1 
1 
1 
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FEET . 

Dolomite, coarse, granu lar, in beds ranging from six inches 
to a foot in thickness. : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Shaly parting .. ..... . .... . . .. . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ! 
Limestone with lithographic nodules embedded in granular 

matrix... . ... ...... .. ...... ... .. .. .. . ....... . .......... It 
Limestone, heavy layer which is dolomitic below and partly 

lithographic above. The lithographic portion is joined to 
the coarser dolomite by a wavy and irregular line . . ... . .. . It 

Shaly band, variable in thickness, averaging about.... . . . .. . ! 
Dolomite, heavy layer, sub-crystalline. . . . . .... . ... . . .... ... . H 
Shaly parting. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . t 
Limestone, thick layer, coarse and granular at the base, up-

per six inches partly lithographic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H 
Limestone, hard, light gray, lithographic stone .... . .. ... . . .. 1,'2 
Limest.one, shaly, decayed... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Limestone, light gray, crystalline, good building stone. . . . . . . It 
Dolomite, evenly bedded, yellowish, good quality, quarried 

for building stone at many points in the county, layers 
ranging up to a foot or more in thickness, no fossils....... 9 

Dolomite, irregularly and indefinitely bedded, much checked 
and cut by joints, carries numerous casts of Athyris vittata 
and other species characteristic of the same horizon. This 
member will be referred to hereafter as the Athyris zone. . . 12 

2. Limestone, two heavy, irregular, non- laminated, dolomitic 
beds, contain ing many shapeless cavities lined with calcite 5 

1. Limestone, magnesian, partly dolomitic, in regular layers... 15 

For oonvenience a generalized section may be <lomposed from 
the abov;e section and one or two others in the immediate neigh
borhood. The following is believed ,to clos'ely approximate the 
truth: 

GENERALIZED DEVONIAN SECTION. 

FBBT. 

8. Magnesian limestone above the lithographic zone, represented 
usually by weathered chips. . . . . . . . . . . ... . ... . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 6 

7. Lithographic zone...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
6. Assemblage of variable beds between the lithographic zone 

and the evenly bedded quarry stone. .... ..... . .... .... . .. . 15 
5. Quarry stone, No . 4 of the Chandler cliff section . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
4. Athyris bed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 
3. Coarse, vesicular bed with calcite- lined cavities. ... . . . . . . . . . . 5 
2. Regular bedded dolomite at base of Chandler section. . . . . . . . 15 
1. Folded and brecciated zone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Number 1 in the general section may be seen one-fourth mile 
below the electri<l power plant just below the wagon bridge di
reotly west of Osage. The upper portion of the section clo·sely 
resembles Chandler's Cliff. 
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The principal ,streams in the county are strike streams and 
the general slope is paraUel with the dip south an::l west. The 
beds which are quarried at St. Ansgar are essentially the Slme 
as those quarried at Orchard, and those being developej in the 
vicinity of McIntire find their counterparts in the quarrie"3 al'ong 
Rock creek. 

In the vicinity of Osage quarrying operations are limited al
most wholly to the lithographic beds. Near Mitchell and St. 
Ansgar, and 'along the Little Cedar from Stacyville to Brown
ville, the regu}arly bedded dolomites, correspon:1ing to number 
4 in the Chandler ,section, are worked. At McIntire and along 
Rock creek the lrthographic zone is the one mainly utilized. At 
Otranto the Athyris bed is work,ed and it would appear that 
number 1 of the Chandler se0tion ought to be within working dis
tance of the surface. In order that the debils may be hetter 
unders tood and the l,wtent resources of ,the county mor'e fully 
appr'eciated, a detailed quarry section from each of the more 

FIG. 27-The Lewis lime quarry, in the southeast quarter of section 27 , Osage township, one 
and one-half miles snuthwest of Osage. 
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important districts i:s given below. A considerable number of 
quarries have been opened along Sugar <meek slOuthwest ,of 
OSfl,ge. One of the most important of. these is known 'as the 
Lewis lime quarry. The section is as follows: 

LEWIS LIME QU ARRY. 

10. Dark brown residu al clays with some granul a r, calcareous, 
residual material res.embling fine sand, and many weathered 
chips of limestone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . ... . .. .... . 

9 . Limestone, firm , whitish, fin e-grained ledge of concretionary 
lithographic stone containing a number of obscure stromat-
oporoids .. .... . . .. .. ... . . . . .. ............ . . . . .......... . . 

8. Limestone, shaly, fossiliferous, fossils mostly in the fo rm of 
comminuted brachiopod shells .............. .. ........... . 

7. Limestone, hard, fine-grained, lithographic, with lamination 
planes well defin ed in some places , less perfectly defined in 
others , and with a tendency to split up into individual 
layers of varying degrees of thickness .. . . .. . .. . . ........ . . 

6. Shale , marly ... . . ......... ... . . ... ...... . .. . .. .. . ...... . . . . 
Ii. Lim estone , heavy ledge of fine-grained lithographic stone 

dividing into two parts, the upper ten, the lower seventeen 
inches in thickness. The lower five inches is very fine and 
h omogeneous in texture and tends in places to separate as a 
distinct layer . ..... . . . .. . .. . ......... .. .. ..... .. . . . . .... . . 

4. Thin shaly parting . . , . . . . . . . . . . .... . .... . .... . ........... . . 
3. Limestone, ledge of fine-textured lithographic stone in three 

parts, eight, seventeen and one-half, and three and one-half 
inches respectively . ... ... .. .. . .. ... . ... .... .. ... .. .. . . . .. . 

2 . Shaly parting . ..... . . . " ....... . ......... ... .. . ... .. . ... . . . . 
1. Limestone, coarser and less perfect lithographic stone, in two 

parts eleven and nine inches thick .. . . . ... ... ...... . ...... . 

FE E T . 

4 

• .. 

2i 
1 

12 

2t 
1 

1 2 

Beds 3, 5, 7 ,and 9 are fine-grained and li~ht colo'red, break 
with conchoidal fracture, and would 'all be dass-ed as lithographic 
limestOille. It is the upper eight inches of No. 3 and the lower 
five or six inches of No. 5 .that are fine enough and homogeneous 
enough ,to give promise of possessing commercial value as serv
iceable lithographic s,tone. All the beds are checked and jointed 
on an extensive scale, and this refhders it difficult to obtain blocks 
of usable size for lithographic purposes. 

' The lithographic beds are quarried at an opening on the land 
of Dr. W . H . Gabl'e in the northwes.t qU!al'lter ·of the southeast 
quarter of ,section 27 about half a mile northwest of the Lewis 
quarry. The lithographic beds here, as elsewhere, are remark-
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ably durable as evidenced alongnaturel fis-sures. Detached 
blocks which bB'ar evidence of long exposure, ring when struck 
with ,the hammer and show 'slight indication of surfac'e softening 
and d~sintegra:tion. An average 'samp~e was taken from the 
Gable quarry and analyzed. The r,esults were as f.oUOWS: 

Insoluble ........ , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. ........ .. .. 2.21 
Iron and alumina.... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.82 
Oalcium carbonate . ......... . . .... . . '" ....................... 90.17 
Magnesium carbonate...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1.03 
Moisture and organic matter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2.63 

99.86 
A. O. ANDERSON, Analyst. 

The sectionsexpos'ed ,alt St. Ansgar and Mitchell show no new 
facies. The dolomitic beds are worked the most though the 
lithographic beds are available 'at ,the 'lat,ter place. At OtraniJo 
only the lower beds exposed in the Chandler section are known, 
while along the L~tUe Cedar the middle Ito }ower beds are 
availlaMe. 

Near McIntire the following 'section expos'ed near the mill 
southeast ,of the town may be taken '8!S ,a fair average. The beds 
expos'ed are as follows: 

FEET . 

5. Loess and soil. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
4. Limestone, decayed, magnesian, granular.... ... .... ... ...... 2 
3. Limestone, laminated, lithographic stone . ... .... .... .... .... . 3 
2. Limestone, solid, granular and fossiliferous.... .... .. . . .... . . H-
I. Limestone, thin-bedded, partly lithographic stone, variable.. . 2 

In the bed 'of the sma'll creek between the quarry and the mill, 
there are firm dolomi,tic beds below the }evel of Ithe ,above section. 
'Dhe entir,eassemblage of beds in this part of the county ar,e sup
posed to be the ,equivalents of those exposed near the top at 
Osag,e 'and Orchar,d. 

Notwithstanding [the abundance of exceHent structural mate
rials aVlailable none of the quarries are of more ,than local im
portance. 

LIME. 

Two small kilns still exist southwest of Osage along Sugar 
cr,eek. Lime is not regul'arly produced, however, as the kilns 
have be'en idle for several years. The lithographic beds were 
llitilillJed and a good grade of white lime was produced. 
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MUSCATINE COUNTY. 

Whil,e stratified rQcks Qf Devonian age are believed to. fQrm 
the cQuntry rQck immediately under the glacial debris Qver the 
larger PQrtiQn Qf the cQunty, eXPQ,sures 'are practically limited 
to. Mo.sCQw, Sweetland, and MQnrt;pel~er ,tQwnships. UnimpQrtant 
QutcrQPs are also. knQwnvQ QCcur in the cityQf Muscatine. The 
IQwest limestQne beds eXPQs'ed are prevailingly brecciated in 
char.acter, and carry 'a high percentage -Qf calcium carbQnate, 
being almQst pure limestQnes, 'and are nQn-fQssiliferQus. The 
upper limesltQne beds are rich in Qrganic remains and Qftentimes 
al'e magnesian ,to. dQlQmitic in charaoter. Quarrying QperatiQns 
have been carried Qn Qn Qnly a 'small scale, save near the Missis
sippi river where CQnsiderable material has been used fQr Mis
sissippi river imprQvement wQrk by the Federal GQvernment. 
A -CQmpO' ite sectiQn cQmpiled frQm the QutCl~QP in the vicinity 
Qf MOSCQW is 'abQut as fQllQws: 

FEET. 

6. Drift and surface detritus of variab le thickness. 
5. Limestone, hard, gray, in rather irregular ledges, fossiliferous 

and somewhat brecciated; mixed with the rock below. . . . . . 5 
4. Lime tone, softer than above, mostly concealed, with freq uent 

crinoid stems above; blue and fine-gra ined ledges farther 
down, slightly crushed or brecciated in the lowest part; 
fossiliferous. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 29 

3 . Limestone, strong, gray, in moderately heavy and regular 
ledges, sl ightly broken or brecciated in a few p laces, fossiJjf · 
erous ............... ....... . ................... ......... _ 8 

2. Limestone, coarsely brecciated, emitting a faint, bituminous 
. odor under the hammer. .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

1. Limestone, white, evenly bedded, in th in layers. . .. . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Numbers 1 and 2 ,are exposed Qnly alQng Sugar creek nQr,th
east Qf MQSCQw, while ,the upper members appear west Qf the 
tQwn. Quarries have been Qperruted frQm time to. time at several 
PQints. 

NumerQus QutcrQPs Qf DevQnian limestQne 'sQmewhat higher 
in the series than thQse abQut MQSCQW may be viewed alrQng 
the Mississippi river 'and its immediate tributaries frQm the 
eastern bQrder Qf the cQunty itO. the city Qf Mu catine. The 
best develQped andle'aJst Qbscured sectiQns Qccur in the vicinity 
Qf MQntpelier and along Pine creek. 
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. Along Sulphur branch, a cr'eek which ·enters ,the Mississippi 
abourt <one mile east of Montpelier, ,the following beds appear: 

FEET. 

7. Drift and soil, of variable thickness. 
6. Limestone, weathered ledges, with scattered casts of cup corals 2! 
5 . Limestone, black, carbonaceous, with Stromatopora.......... 1-
4. Limestone, bluish, dolomitic, thick-bedded, with fossil casts . . 9 
3. Shale, soft, fossiliferous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
2. Limestone, in thin hard ledges, with small, kidney-shaped or 

cake-like Stromatopora.. . . ... ... . .. . . . ... . .. ... . . .. .. . . ... 2 
1. Limestone, dolomitic, bluish, finely granular; fossiliferous, 

exposed ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................ 4 

Nearer town number 1 in the above section is seen to res,t on 
a bluish clay of unknown thickness. The upper beds have been 
quarried, number 4 having been quarried rrno~t extensively. 
These l'edges exhibit some of the coorncteristiCis ·of a "free
stone," breaking almost as readily in one direction as in another. 
The bedding planes 'are ev'en and wen marked. The lowermost 
l'edge ·of number 4 is two feet in thiclmes's. When ,subjected Ito 
weaJthering influences, the beds tend to become clayey. 

N e,ar the center of section 21 in Montpelier township, large 
quantities of ml1!terial have been obtained for ,the construction 
of wing~dams farther down Ithe river. The section exposed at 
this po·jnt and ne,ar vicin:iJty is as follows: 

FEET. 

8. Drift and soil, variable thickness. 
7. Limestone, hard, brown, weathered, apparently somewhat 

brecciated and containing fragments of Stromatopora...... 4 
6. Concealed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5+ 
5. Limestone, weathered, apparently brecciated, with a large 

Stromatopora above a dark carbonaceous layer near the 
base, carrying casts of an Amplexus.. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . 4 

4. Limestone, dolomitic, almost white, bluish, finely granular 
and evenly bedded; in heavy ledges, the lowermost nearly 
four feet thick, rapidly turning darker blue and yellowish on 
'exposure; oblique, curving fracture in some places, fossilif-
erous ....... . .... ... . .. . .... .... .. . . .... .... ...... .... .... 8 

3 . Limestone, hard, in thin layers and rough, but straight layers 
above; fossiliferous........ ... ......... ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2t 

2. Concealed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
1. Limestone, dolomitic, bluish or gray, with Cystodictya .... ... 2 

Number 1 di1s:appears under the creek and also under the 
water in the river. 
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Sootirons al'ong Ithe lower course of Pine. creek lare pmc,tically 
the S1ame <as the one juslt given. Higher up the stream beds 
lower in the series 'appear. Possibly the mo'sit ·extensive succes
sion may be ,studied in an old quarry in the south bank . of a 
small tributary of Pine creek in the northeast quarter of the 
soU!therust qUJar,ter of section 4 in Montpelier township. 

CARPENTER QUARRY SECTION. 

8. Drift and soil, of variable thickness. 
7. Limestone, much decayed and appears to be a yellow clayey 

material; fossiliferous ................ .. . .. .... ...... ..... . 
6. Limestone, hard, solid ledges, a foot in thickness, in places 

highly fossiliferous ....................................... . 
5. Limestone, fine-grained ledge, cut by a net-work of vertical 

plates made up of material like that in the ledge above .... . 
4 . Marl, earthy .... .......... ....... . .......... . .... ...... ... . . 
3. Limestone, fine-grained, gray, thin-bedded above, thicker 

bedded and dolomitic below, Gomphoceras and a reniform 
Stromatopora in upper part, Cystodictya below ...... . . ... . 

'2 . Concealed .................................................. . 
l. Limestone, gray, in somewhat irregular ledges, fossiliferous, 

exposed .................................................. . 

FEIIT. 

7 

3 

1 .. 

2 
6 

3 

Numbers 3 Ito 6 lar·e the beds developed in the above quarry 
and in the immedilate vicinity. 

From the mouth of Pine creek, crops of Devonian limestone 
co.ntinue to the city of MUs.Clatine, but none <are o.f sufficient im
Po.rmne·e commercially to merilt individual mention. 

The upper Devonian beds exposed in the Co.Ulllty constitute the 
Swem.land Creek beds of Udden. They <are pr·evailingly 'argil
laeeous in cbiamciter, although they co.ntain certain hard mag
nes·ian to. do.lomitic layers belo.w.The well indUI'lated beds are 
neither sufficient in quantity nor sufficiently acces'sible to be 
worthy of considerrution. Ce~tain of the 'shal'e members are 
highly bi1tuminous while others 00ntain a considerable percentage 
of lime phosphate. 

SCOTT COUNTY. 

Dev'onian lime-wones ,hiav·e been quarried erlensively fro.m 
PleruSiant Y-a1ley to Buffialo ,al,ong the Mississippi riv'er. The 
most eXltensive quaTries are loeated at Bettendorf eaSlt -of Daven
pont iand 31t Linwood near Buff:al'o. Several companies are oper
ating near Bettendorf, crushed stone being the chief pro.duct. 
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~~~~~5~~'~~~~~~"~$;~~g;t-F=~" i'liiI~iiooo~,,",,~." 

PLATE LI.-Clark quarry, near Buffalo, Scott county; upper view showing trackage arrangements 
leading to incline, lower view showing irregular beds and large amount of shaly talus. 
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rnhe Grommoll quarry is }ocated east of Bettendorf and s,outh 
of the elledric railway tracks. The pit section aggrega,tes lten to 
twelve feet. The upper six Ito eight feet is compos'ed of a thinly 
hedded, hrittle, wbillte lime:stone while the lower f.our feelt de
veloped comprises heavier heds of gray 'to huff limes,tone. The 
upper beds in ,their entirelty aLong with the spalls f.rom ,the Lower 
heds, are put through the crusher, while the lower beds supply 
some rubble stone. The sl1Jone is hoisrtled by derriclm and dropped 
diI'ectly into a BI'ennan crusher (Blake type, jaws in IthI'ee paI'ts 
working sepanaltely). The crushed produclt is eleva ted to a 
cylindrical screen and si7Jed, Ithe screened product f:alling direc.tly 
into storage bins from whi'ch it is 103!ded into cars. The output 
is used to a large extent locally. 

The LeClaire Srtone Company has a plant just west of the 
GI'ommoll quarry. The pilt iha;s been opened ,to a depth of ahourt 
twenty feet. The 'section is the s'ame ,as the preceding, save th3!t 
the lower heds lare more importaIDlt and furnish a good grade of 
rubhl'e and ·s,ome I1ange 'stone. The heds are gray-blue in c010r 
and range fr,om eight to ,siXiteen inches in thickness. The bedding 
pI-anes are not very apparent. The plant is equipped with s:team 
drills, steam hoists, and 'two Gates crushers. Both plants pro
duce a super~or grade of crushed s'tone, and prac1tically no strip
ping is requiI'ed at eitther pllallit. 

At Linwood, east of Buffalo and nOI'th IQf the railroad tracks, 
the Linw,ood Quarry Company illistalled 'a crusher pI-ant a f,ew 
years ago land is producing crushed 'stone only. The pit shows 
much shalttJered beds of white to shaly limesrtone. In places the 
co}orof ,the ,stone :Us somewhat variegalted. 'The plant is equipped 
w:uth a Bl'ake crusher and a number 5 Austin crusher, 'and the 
neces's'ary traclm:ge and derricks. A small amount of rubMe is 
prodUiced. 

A new crusher pLanJt }}las heen opened recently just wes,t of 
BuffaLo on :the Clark farm. The stone developed i,s similar ,to 
th3!t at Linwood hut 'appear,s to be lelss shaly. The pliant is one 
of the largest in the slta:te, having a capacrnty of 100 yards per 
hour, ,and ~s equipped with a numher 71j2 'and 'a number 5 Austin 
crusher. The plant is well housed and is supplied with a full 
compLement 'of up-to-date machinery. The ,sttione is loos-ened by 
drilling ,and heavy charges of dynamite. Oompressed air is 
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used in drilling. The srtone is lo'aded into cars having a capacity 
of two yards and drawn by la rope up an incline <to the crusher. 
M'Oslt of the ,output ~s 'taken by the Chic:aglo, Rock Island and 
Pacific Railway for bal~aslt. 

The Wapsipinicon stag'e 'of ,the Devoman h3JS produced 'and is 
capaMe of producing 'SIOme very g,ood dimension Istone and 
dressed stone, especially Tlock-fa<lled ,rushlar. TriniJty church, 
Dav'enpoI'lt, is ,an example .of the stone obtained from the upper 
Davenport beds, while Ithe cruthedral 'of the Protestant Episcoplal 
Church W3JS bui~t from stone obtained fI'lom Ithe Lower Daven
por,t beds. 

The Middle Dev.onian beds 8!S represented by the Cedar Valley 
limestone, are for the most paI'lt too 'argilLaceous <to 'afford build
ing ,stone of good qU!ality. Sev'era:l :of the Lowe,r Layers furmsh 
stone of falir qualilty ,and several quarries have been opened to 
develop Ithem, the most impoI1tani ,of which are Loc'Med near Buf
f,aLo. One 'of ,the most extensive quarries i,s loooted on the soutb.
weSit quart-e'r of ,s'eetion 13, Buffialo township. The beds work'ed 
are a;s follows: 

PERT . 

2. Limestone, hard, gray, sub-crystalline, fossiliferous, in hori-
zontal layers ranging from four to nine inches in thickness . 7 

1 . Limestone, argillaceous, blue weathering buff, upper nine 
feet highly encrinal, main joints run north, 35 degrees east 
and do not continue upward into number 2. .. . ........... 14 

The other quarries of Ithe rtJownship preserut v'ery similar sec
tions. M'ost of the 'stone quarried was uood for river improve
merut work by the government. Borne h3JS been used for road 
work 'and ,rough masonry. 

LIME. 

The LeClaire b~ds of ,the Siluri'an aff,ord ,an 'almost inexhaust
ible supply IQf m!ruterial suitable for lime burning ,and are ex
tensively developed rucross the river from LeClaire 3Jt POTlt 
Byron. .Alt the present Itime this mo'slt excellent limestone is nOlt 
being used in ,the county. Some lime burning has been done near 
Dixon and Gilbert, but white Devonran limesrtone,s have been 
used. The ,annual outPUIt is small. 
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WORTH COUNTY. 

LimeSltones 'Of the Ma80n City sub-st'age IOf the Cedar Valley 
stage ,outcrop in the banks of both the Shell Rock river and 
Lime creek and ,their chief tribUJtaries. The ,strata a,re 'Similar 
in ,every way Ito their equiva1lents in the Mas'on City ;sections in 
Cerro GordlO county. 

On the Shell Rock la maximum thickness of 'twenty feet of the 
\ 

limestone beds may be observed at the railroad bridge in section 
1 of Lincoln township. 

The fol1owing secti.on 'rut Foster's mill in the northe1ast COorner 
Oof ,section 30, Uni10n 'township, is 'typical fOor the Cedar Valley 
beds: 

FBBT . 

4. Weathered limestone, crystalline, and containing numerous 
calcite cavities ... . . . . ..... .. . .. . .. . .. . . . ... . .... . . .. . . .. . 10 

3. Compact, light colored, dolomitic limestone , h eavy bedded . .. 4 
2. Very close textured limesto.ne, lithographic in appearance, 

hard and breaking with conchoidal fracture. Has a very 
characteristic ring when struck with the hammer . . .. . . . . . . 3 

1. Argillaceous, bluish dolomite layer, exposed to water helow 
dam.. . ... .... . . .. . . . . . .. . .. .. .. .. .... . . .. .... . .... ... .... 1 

No. 4 is the StromaJtopora zone which chamcterizes thi,s stage 
rut nearly every expo,sure. It 1s the ,equivalent 'of the beds that 
are to be ',employed foor the manufacture of POI'!Uand cement a.t 
the M'8Js,on mty plant, in the adjoining county tOo the S'outh. 

Near the 'south edg,e of ,section 12, LinclOoln township, i,s a 'Small 
quarry from which eru,shed 'si'one has been taken for road mate
rial. The middle lJay'er of the Foster mill section is the 'one used. 

Beginning in the northwest quar,ter ofsec!tion 1, Lincoln town
'ship, is a continuous 10utCI'lOP for about 'one-third ofa mile where 
Shell Rock riverfiows clOose to the west edge .of its valley ,and 
at the foot 'Oof the exposur'e. F r om 'a short dist'ance below the 
railroad bridge ilt eXitends northward 'aero,ss ,the line into Kensett 
township . . The f'o~j.owing is thesomewhrut generalized section: 

F EET. 

5. Bowldery d rift . . .... . .. . .. . ...... . .. . .. '" . . .. . .. . ... . ... . . 2 
.. L Badly weathered limestone, rusty r,ed in color , no fossils, nod .. 

ular in appearance, beddin g obscure on account of disin .. 
tegnition .. ... . , .. '.':; .... . ... . . . . . ... , .... . . . . ... . . . .. . . . . 6 

24 
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3. Fine textured limestone of light color, non-fossiliferous and 
containing much interstitial crystalline calcite, heavy 

FEET 

bedded......................................... .... ...... 3 
2. Slightly argillaceous magnesian limestone, grading downward 

into the darker variety, breaks with earthy fracture, but is 
very hard, bedding 8 to 12 inches ......................... 2 - 3 

l. Argillaceous dolomite, that portion not adjacent to joint or 
bedding planes a dark blue, good building stone, to water . 6 

No.4 of ,this section is the equivalent of the upper member in 
the F'O'Siter mill secti'On. Below the railroad bridge a layer of 
calcareous slandstone eight inches :thick 'appears between No,s. 3 
and 2. This is ve,ry suscep'tiMe ,to the weathering agencie's, and 
its breaking down forms a re-entrant in ,the quarry face. 

A small qnarlY has been opened in the northern part of sec
tion 14, Kensett townsihip, and some stone .removed to supply 
a local demand f'or the purpose of rough masonry. The argil
}aceous dolomite ha's here been qUJarried Ito 'a depth 'Of ,six feet. 
A rthin layer ·of sandy, shaly and weruthered limestone occurs 
between strata of the dolomite. All the layers shown art; this ex
posure have suffered more ,or less fr'om weruthering ,and are 'Of 
litU,e value as building material. 

At Fertile an outcl'lOp in the south bank of the s,tream, bel'Ow 
the wagon bridge, gives ,the foUowing section: 

F8ET . 

3. Hard limestone, badly shattered into small blocks by weath-
ering.... ..... . ..... . ...... . .. . .... ... .... ................ 41 

2. Arenaceous shaly limestone, very slight effervescence with 
dilute HCI .. .. . . .. . ... ..... ...... ..... .. ... .. . .......... 8 

l. Heavy bedded , sub·crystalline, dolomitic limestone, to water 
level... . ..... .. ........... ... .... .. ....................... 5 

Bed No.2 gives way much more readily to wea;ther~g than 
the other members and is conspicuous 'as a re~enJtrant along the 
face of the expo,sure. A small 'amount ofsrtone has been quar
ried at the east edge of the Itown in 'a low terrace to the no:r:th of 
Lime creek. 

The qUJarry indusrtry of Worth county has been developed only 
to the extent of supplying a local demand in ,the immediate vi
cinities of the exposures of the limestone beds. Practically all 
that has been used for building purposes has been from the com
pact, light colored stratum and the underlying dark magnesian 
layer giv,en in the sections along the Shell Rock. The former is 
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well suited for road m3Jterial and concrete work, while the latter, 
whi!ch is the equiVialerrt of rbhe Mason Cirty dolomite, is considered 
one ·of the best land most durable building stones taken from tJhe 
several quarries in Cerro Go·rdo '0ounty. This ,stone is well 
exposed ,to a thickness of ten to twelve feet in the northern part 
of Lincoln township, where the Chicago Great ,Vestern cros'ses 
Shell Rock river, land in a location where conditions are fav·or
able ~or development. 

These limestones also bOlth produce an excellent qualilty of lime 
as demo,n.strated by their l'ong continued use for this purpo,sea;t 
Mlason City. The aolomiJtic stone gives a stronger lime than 
the white 'and one which deterior3Jtes less rapidly by air slaking. 
The white lime, however, is eminently suited for use in the 
manufacture of sand-lime brick besides V'arious morbar purposes. 
In this pha;s'e of the qUJarry business, Worth county has resources 
equal to any of its neighboring c;ouruties. 

The Kinderho ok. 

The Kinderhook is typiclally developed in the vicinity ·of Bur
ling torn in Des Moines county and comprises a Iseries of shales 
below and limestones above, separated by finely arenaceous de
pos~ts. The s'hales const~tute the mo,st extensive member a;t 
Burlington, exceeding 'one hundred feet in thickness but thinning 
nomhwestward along the line of sltrike, while the limes,tone 
member 'becomes relatively more imp 0 I"tJant. The medial sand
stone is fairly pers]sltent bU!t becomes less important nOI'lthward. 
The cal0areous member shows a decided tendency to bee'ome 
oolitic and rangels in Itex'ture from a compaot brittle limestone 
to sub-crysltalline and .oolitic char:a;cters. H is 'eqUially varilable 
in compositi'on, showing lall gradations from a pure limestone, as 
the o'olite ill Marshall coUlllty ood the whilte limestones in Hardin 
and Humboldt counties, to rthe sugary brown dolomite of Hardin 
county. The quarry stone c;omes from the upper member, which 
has been extensively exploited in Marshall and Hardin counties. 
The shales are 'of interest a;sa possible ,source of Portland ce
ment materiJals. They 'are extensively developed at Hannibal, 
Missouri, by the Atlas Portland Cement Company. The sand
stone is not being developed at the present time 'although it has 
been quarried in 'a small way in Mal'shallamd Tama counties. 
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DES MOINES COUNTY. 

The Kinde:r:hook beds lare believed ,to form the country rock 
under ,the Mississippi borbtom lands along the entir,e e'ast from 
of the county. Theyappe'ar near the base of the bluff.s, overlain 
by the heavy Osage, or Augusta limeS'tones, £or practically ,the 
sam.e dilSitarrrce 'MId f.or about six miles up the Skunk river. They 
present ,their maximum exposure in the city of Burlington aJt 
Prospect Hill, ilIDd 'at Cascade in the bluffs and in the pit of the 
G:r:anite Brick Company. According 170 Keyes, and Weller, the 
Kinderhook s'ection at Prospect Hill is as follows: 

SECTION AT PROSPECT HILL, BURLINGTON. 

12. Loess ..................................................... . 
11. Till; yellowish brown clay, with pebbles and small bowlders. 

FilET. 

15 
8 

10. Limestone, white, thinly bedded .. 00 . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ..... 10 
9. Chert and siliceous shales with thin, irregular limestone 

beds, white and red in color. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 20 
8. Limestone, brown an,d white, rather heavily bedded, coarse

grained, sub-crystalline; becoming more thinly bedded and 
cherty above. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .... . ..... . ...... . .... 25 

7. Soft, buff, gritty limestone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .......... 3-5 
6. White oolitic limestone.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2--4 
5. Fine-grained, yellow sandstone..... . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. 6-7 
4. Fine-grained, compact, fragmental gray limestone 00 00 00 00 0012-18 
3. Thin band of hard, impure, limestone filled with Chonetes; 

sometimes associated with a thin oolite band ............... i-i 
2. Soft, friable, argillaceous sandstone, sometimes harder and 

bluish in color, filled with fossils in the upper portion, the 
most abundant of which is Chonopectus fischm·i. . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

1. Soft blue argillaceous shale (exposed)... . .. . ...... .... ..... 60 

Number 7 is ,s'omewhaJt eaI'lthy and magnesian and ordinarily is 
not sufficiently indurated to be used la's a quarry rock. In the 
Government quarries below Cascade it has been taken out for 
use in the river improvement work. The ,oolite is not constant 
in ,thickness but r;anges from one and one-half to flOur feet. It 
is usually fairly massive and compact 'and when properly selected 
has proven Isatis£actory as a dimension stone. It appear,s to be 
persistent 'as ilt h3JS been seen 'al,ong Flint riv,er and south as far 
as p.atterson. Numbers 2 ,to 4 inclusive are usually not suffi
ciently indurated to be used 'as quarry stone. Number 4 especi
ally is oftentimes very friable 'and is ,to some extent a source 
of build[ng 'and molders' sand. The slhale is by far the most im-
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PLATE LII.-a. Section at Union Depot in Keokuk showing chert beds. 
b. North end Of Government quarries below Burlington showing the 

Kinderhook limestone. 
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porbant member from a geological and aliso from an economic 
standpoint. lit is 'a massive deposit ramging from blue to blue
gray in oolor, a.lmosit gritles's. The beds are almost non-fissile, 
high in siliCia and C'omparatively low in alumina. They show an 
incr'ease in silica upward and grade almost insensibly into a 
soft argillaceous sandslbone above. The shale showls a maximum . 
exposure of sixty feet and is known to extend at least one hun
dred fee,t below Ithe wwter level in the riv'er. Average samples 
were selected fI"om the upper 'and lower por,tions as exposed in 
the pit of the Granili;e Brick Oompany at Oascade. The re'sults 
are given belo,w: 

Top of Pit . Bottom of Pit. 

Rilica . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 77 .39. . . . . .. 71. 78 
Alu mina ...... .... ....... . ................. . .... .. 5.16 .... .... 11041 
F erric oxide... .. . . ... . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. ... . 2.40 . .. ... .. :~ . 35 

Lime.. ................ ......... ............... .. . 3.65 ........ :US 
Magnesia . .. . ........... . . ... .. ......... . ... . ..... a.13 ....... . 3.S0 
Potash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.44 ..... .. . 0.86 
Soda.......... .. . . ..................... . .... ...... 2.79 . ... . ... 0.78 
Sulphur trioxide ..... . . , . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1.30 . .. . .... 1.21> 
Loss on ignition . .... ... .. . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.90 ........ 3.69 
Moisture at lOOo C. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 0.1:~ ..... .. . 0.42 

At Hannibal, MiE"3 0uri, the Kinderhook shales are used exten
sively in the manufac,ture of P.ortland cement, and Ithere is no 
good reason why the beds in the vicinity of Casoade are nOlt 
suitable for the same purposes. Tl1eir area of outcrop above the 
river flood pua.in is very limited, butocc'asi onal are1as, such as 
along the lower course of Flint river, are a.vaila.ble. 

The non-res~S'tant cha.mc-ter of the Kinderhook beds is in very 
large measure responsible for the steep bluffs which face the 
Mis,sissippi river and larger tributaries. 

FHANKUN COU.\TY. 

The Carboniferous rocks present in ,the county belong to the 
Kinderhook stage. In the ea.stern portion of the county, beyond 
the border of ,the Wisconsin driflt, Kinderhook rocks are exposed 
along the channels of ,all the principal ,sltreams. The rocks of 
this stage consist in this oounty of limestones and sha.les, the 
former varying from 'soft, ma.rly, argillac,eous beds containing 
large quantities 'Of chert, t'o compact, partially crystalline, fossil-



376 GEOLOGY OF IOWA QUARRY PRODUCTS. 

iferoUJs or se'll1i-oolirtic d010mi,te. The shales :rtange from mag
nesianand ealoareous beds which. in many instances represent 
the firmer lime'stones in ,a state 'Of decay, to rtypi0al yellow or 
bluish pl1as<tic clay,s. 

Weathered Kinderhook limesltone appears al'ong Bailey creek 
in Richland township. Alrong Otter creek these beds are al,so 
exposed almost continuously from ,se0tion 30 of Ross to i,ts union 
with Ha:rttgrav'e creek in Ingham town~hip. One mile west of 
Chapin at the ,southwest corner of section 29, limestone is quar
ried. The :DoHowing ,section may be viewed : 

FEET. 

3. Thin drift soil .... . .. .. ......... , . .. ............ ... . . ...... 1 
2. Bad ly weathered and iron stained a rgi ll aceous limestone.. . . . 7 
1. Hegularly bedded blue-gray to sugary-brown dolom itic lime-

stone, containing Orthot,hetes, related to U. inequalis Hall , 
and Orthis (?), exposed... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Th.i,s quarry is worked by Mr. Wm. Low. A quarry face eight 
to ten rods in length is open. The usable por,tion of the secti'On 
i,s covered by six to eight feet of argilliaceous werutnel'ed rock 
which must be removed by stripping. The lower beds are regu
lar and rthe ~ndividl]la11ay,ers Vlary from six Ito eighteen inches in 
thickness. The stone is granular and fossiliferous and ranges 
from bl'own to blue-gray in color. It yields re8idily to shaping 
for dimension work and aff'ordlS the moslt durable building s,tone 
no·w produced in the county. A modeI'I3Jte local demand is sup
plied, none as ye,t being shipped. 

Ledges of this l~ock form the era t boundary ·of Otter creek val
ley and appear for some disrtance hoth north and south on both 
sides of the Htream. Olltcrops are ,to be f'Ound in the vicin:iJty 
of Bufflalro cr,eek inse0tiron 36 of Richbnd township, and section 
31 of Ross; irt i·s also found along the weSit side of seotion 6, and 
across sections 5 rand 4 of Mott township, where 'the bordering 
hiUs are all supported by ihe limestone, which 'srlJands twenty
five feet above the stream. Throug}}lout the remainder of its 
cours'e in Motrtand Ingham 'townships, 'Otter creek valley is 
hounded by lime tone walls, and evideH'Ce,s of the presence of 
limestone are rto be seen, aside from nrutural 'Outcrops and hill
side talus, 'on nearly every s-ection l,ine where the publ ic high
way crosses this creek. 
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Limestone ~s lalslo flound along Spring creek in sections 21 and 
22, and along SqUJaw creek in the city of Hampton. Stone has 
Long been quarried in :the nOl'th part of the town. A poor grade 
of limes,tone i$ now being used fl'oma new opening a few hun
dred Ylal'ds wes1t -of Ithe cemetery. This opening shows the f'Ol
lowing secti'on: 

FEET . 

3. Earthy, shattered and iron stained limestone with numerous 
hands of chert ........ .. .. . . ....... . . . ....... :. . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

2. Thin-hedded, earthy limestone permeated with chert in hands 
and irregular concretions; somewhat cavernous, brachiopod 
impressions preserved in chert. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6i 

1. Heavier beds (6-8 inches) and less chert, caverns lined with 
botryoidal calcite.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

The rock is wealthered 'and contains intermittent bands ' of 
chert, which cause it to break very irregularly. It is us-ed for 
only the rougher masonry work and would nOlt give s'atisfaction 
in exposed posit~ons. 

There are innumerable exposures of Ithe lower limestones, and 
occasionally of ,theshaly beds, not in the immediate vicinity ,of 
the streams, in ,the north-central part of Ingham and in the cor
ners of MOltt and Ros,s townships, where ,the main features of the 
bopographyareexpressed in these older rocks. In the northeast 
quarter of section 28, Ingham ,township, south of the railroad 
track, a small quarry is opened on the land of D. W. Mott. The 
seq uence IS : 

FEET. 

3 . Soil and decayed limestone .............. _ . .. .. . _ ... .... . _ . . 4 
2. Plastic, light blue shale with very thin bands of limestone. . . 2 
1. Fostiiliferous, crystalline brown dolomitic limestone, exposed 8 

The beds are much riflted horizontally and fraotured by verti
cal joint pl,anes. 

On Mayne creek, ,the grerutest thickness of beds is to be seen 
near the north side 'of section 21, Reeve township. The section 
is partially obscured by talus mruteria1s, but it is approximately 
as follows: . 
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FEET. 

8. Drift... . ........ . .......... . .......... . . .... . .............. 8 
7. Thinly bedded shattered limestone with lJIuch chert in oval 

nodules and more or less persistent bands . ... ...... ...... 14 
6. Heavier bedded , arenaceous limestone, carrying chert as 

above, and occasional caverns and calcite geodes. . . . . . . . . . 6 
5. Shaly limestone with bands of firmer rock .. ... . . . . . . .. . . . . 12 
4. Compact, resistant ledge of limestone .... . . . . . . .. .. . . . .. . . . . 1 
3. Argillaceous limestone containing some chalky appearing 

chert nodules grading into No.2.. .. . . . .. . . .. .. . ... . . . .... 2 
2. Firmer but weathered and iron stained lim estone. . . . . . . . . . . . It 
1. Compact, evenly bedded dolomitic limestone.... . . . . . . . . . . . . 3t 

Judging from its lithologic character, No. 1 appears to be 
equiv:alellit to the rock quarried one mile west of Chapin. In the 
southwest quarter of the southerusit quarter of section 10, Geneva 
1iownship, just eas,t of the wagon br~dge over Mayne creek, is a 
quarry bel,onging ,to Mr. Oren Benson of Geneva, which exposes 
beds as fo Hows : 

FEET . 

4. Soil.. .. ..... . .... . . .. .. . . . . .. ..... . ... . .. .. .... ...... . . .. . . It 
3 . Weathered magnesian limestone with abundant small flint 

nodules.. .. .. .. .. ... . . .. . . ..... . ... ...... ...... .. .... .... 5t 
2. H eavy bed showin g no lines of separation; brow n wh ere 

weath ered and fossiliferou s ( Productu s bearing long Slvnes 
being very abundant); interior of large blop.k~, Ii ghtin colo r 
or mottl ed by pink interstitial calcite, distinctly oolitic in 
texture. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 10 

1 . CalcareouE shal e resting on limestone. ... . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

A few fe-et below 'the ba;se ·of thi,s quarry and eight feet above 
the WMer in the creek !the ,top ,of the impervious shales is 
marked for some distance eastward along the south side of the 
valley by a line of springs. The drift covering is very thin and 
the limestone forms a ridge extending eastward into sections 11 
and 14. Ina quarry near the nor,th boundary of seotion 14, on 
the land -of Mr. H. H. Andrews, the same succession of strata 
may be observed 'as noted ,above in 'section 10. The beds are here 
brok,en by vertical join,ting which in pla;ces has produced open 
fissures six Ito eight inches in width. Unweathered samples of 
the lower s,tratum show an abundance of crystal'S of iron pyrite. 
The limestone rests on yellow shale which is exposed in the 
trench cut by a small stream a few hundred ·yards from the 
quarry. 
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The Kinderhook limestone is removed for local use at a large 
number of other points in Ingham, Geneva and Osceola town
ships, but at ,the above mentioned two lo'calities- only have quarry 
openings been mad€ of sufficient extent to 'show ithe nature of the 
unweathered rock. Away from the weathered parts ,the rock is 
light in color and compact, and resembles in general app€arMlce 
the Bedford stone. In natura~ outcrops this bed s,eparates into 
numerous laminre, each a few inches thick, but where newly ex
posed, 'slabs 'of almost a;ny desired size can be obtained. 

A small amount 'of 'stone is removed each year from1Jhese 
quarries. It is believed ,that continued deve'lopment might open 
up unwea;thered portions of the bed which would furnish very 
good building stone. It seems likely 'also on .accoun't of the ex
treme thinness of 1Ihe drif,t that prospecting ,along Mayne creek 
in this vicini,ty would dis00ver places where iJt would be possible 
to obta;in desirable ·stone ,thiaJt is not buried benea'th so great a 
thickness of weaJthered residuum which must be removed. 

GRUNDY COUNTY. 

Grundy coun'ty is covered by a thick manti'e of glacial debris 
and the only expo'sures of indurruted rock kno,wn appear along 
Wolf creek near rthes·outhern border. The only quarry worthy 
of the name is l,ocated just :south of the Chicago and N orthwest
ern Railway depot in Conrad, on the south bank of Wolf creek. 
The following ,seCJtion is expos·ed: 

CONRAD SECTION. 

FEET. 

5. Drift (modified Kansan probably).. .. ... . .... .... .... .... ... [) 
4. Limestone, residual, consists chiefly of cberty concretions 

embedded in a matrix of greenish clay streaked and mottled 
with ferruginous and marly materiaL.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

J. Limestone , slightly oolitic, composed essentially of a shell 
breccia almost identical witb No.1, in tbe Eagle City section 
in Hardin county . .... .... .... ...... ..... ... ........... .. 4 

2 . Limestone, hard, sub·crystalline, containing numerous brach-
iopod casts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

1. Limestone, typical oolite in heavy beds; a StraparoJ]us and a 
turreted form of gastropod were noted, also numerous 
brachiopod casts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

The base of the ,sec17i:on is about four feet b~low the Chicago 
and Northwes,tern railway troack ,and 1,010 feet above tide. 
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The beds exposed here may becorrelaJted with the upper oolite 
in Ithe Mar:shall lcoUJJJty sectionsexpo,sed in the quarries at Rock
ton, Quarry, LeGrand and Timber creek, and also in the Eagle 
City section in Hardin county. The Conrad quarry has been 
oper:atfied more 'Or less continuously for a number ,of years. The 
limited outcrop and r:apid thickening of the drift oompels one 
to conclude tha;t .the quarry indusltry wi'll never attain much 
development in the OOUll'ty. 

HARDIN COUNTY. 

While the Kinderhook beds ar'e ,supposed t'o comprise the 
country rock over a considerable portion of the surface in Hardin 
oounty, go'od exposures are confined ,to the immediate vicinity of 
the Iowa river from Gifford south to !the county line, and from 
Eagle City to Alden. Quarries have been opened at several 
points, notably at Gifflord, Eagle mty, Iowa F 'aIls and Alden. 
Only those at 1fu:e :two labter pl'aces :are, or promise to be, of more 
than local importance. The beds exposed exhibit two well 
marked frucies; Ian upper brown, earthy to sugary dolomite, and 
a lower white 10 gray lime'stone. The Ia!mer 'of,ten contains layers 
semi-oolitic in charaCiter above .and argillaceous to arenaceous 
below. At Iowa Falls there appears to be a decided arching up 
of theS'trata and a maximum section of eighty feet is exposed in 
the river gorge. The limes'tone beds are known Ito rest on shales 
or ar,ell!aceous s'hales believed to be oontinuous with ,those which 
outcr'op along the Miss]ssippi river 'at Burlington and which 
underlie the limeg,tone series in Mm'shall C'ounty. The section 
exposed along rbhe river and along Rocky run, its leading tribu
tary, a,t IOWla Falls, is giv,en below and comprises one of the mosi 
imporbant Kinderhook secti,ons in centml I 'o:wa. 

IOWA FALLS SECTION . 

6. Drift, reduced to a heterogeneous mixture of bowlders and 
fragments of country rock at the face of the escarpment but 
thickens greatly in the hluffs . Considerable areas are 

FEET. 

practically without a drift covering .... . .. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 0-80 
5. Dolomite, brown, saccarhoidal, heavy-bedded helow, but 

thinner-bedded and much shattered above; often exhihits an 
earthy fracture when weathered. Numerous casts of 
Straparollus obtusus present in places, .. , . . , , . , ........... 20-30 
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FEET . 

4. Limestone, light gray, composed largely of shell breccia and 
containing a brachiopod fauna; has a m ealy appearance, 
but on close inspection is found to be but slightly oolitic... 5 

3. Limestone, gray-brown, is finer textured, more compact and 
evenly hedded than the above . . .. . _ ...... _ .... _.. . .. . .... 3 

2. Limestone, light gray; weathers white and so appears in the 
gorge walls, exhibits a conchoidal fracture and is heavy-
bedded .... . ............... _. . ................. . ........... 5 

1. Limestone, shaly to slightly arenaceous in certain layers, in
places forms a slight re-entrant in the cliff walls; exposed 
above water level ............... . ...... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5-10 
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The most important quarries rare situa:ted east 'Of town 'On .the 
river. The Ellsworth Btone Company is ,0peI1ating a quarry on 
the northeast side of the river, which was formerly known 'as the 
Biggs quarry. The sequence of beds is as f'Ollows: 

THE ELLSWORTH STONE COMPANY'S QUARRY SECTION . 

FEET . 

6. Drift, very thin; consists chiefly of a bowldery gravel.... . .... 0-3 
5. Dolomite, brownish buff, much weathered in places and pre-

sents an arenaceous or earthy facies .. . _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
4. Limestone, white, oolitic, fossiliferous.. . .. . ....... . ... . .. .. . 6 
3. Limestone , blue, compact, of firm texture and very brittle... 3 
2. Limestone, white, lower three feet very compact and brittle; 

fracture conchoidal to uneven, contains numerous blebs of 
crystalline calcite; almost lithographic in texture .... . . . . . . 5 

1. Limestone, gray, dolomitic, very slightly arenaceous to argil-
laceous, exposed .. . ..................... _. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

The usual method of quarrying is ,to drill deep holes vertically 
nearly pamllel .t'o the bee of ,the cliff, and then to use heavy 
charges 'Of explosives to shoot loose the ledges. An 'Ordinary 
churn drill is used with ;a Itraction engine for power. This leads 
to great slhai'tering,andsc'arcely m'Ore than thirty per cent of the 
entiresecti'on can be uS'ed for dimension ,sltone. A }arge propor
tion 'Of the remainder was formerly considered to be waste mate
rial ,and was ,thrown into the river. This W3iS true 11'0t only of the 
quarries here, but of tho'se near Alden. At the present time la 
llarge crusher of the Grutes type has been installed 'and the entir'e 
assembLage 'of beds is utilized. In fact, dimension stone and 
rubble stone a re only inciderutal products in the production of the 
various grades ·of crushed sione. 
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Southwes,t 'Of ,the EUsworth plant, on the opposite side of the 
river where the river turns toward the east, ,the Barber Asphalt 
Company has opened a quarry and ins,talled a modern crusher 
plant. The beds developed are simiLar to those in the preceding 
section, but higher in the series. The principal part of the sec
tion being developed at the present time eonsj.sts of earthy 
jolomi,te which affords ,an inferior grade of crushed stone. 

West of I'owa Falls the Lower Carboniferous rocks are much 
more rifted and sha,ttered than ,to the east'ward, a~d the lime
sltone layers become sub-crystalline in 'texture. The st'One takes 
a good poli.sh, possess'es la pleasing c'olor, and if Large blocks 
could be ohtained, ,the rock would possess great value for orna
mental and structural purposes. Unfortuna,te it is that the same 
ag,ency which produced the part~ally crystalline stru0ture, so 
essential in marbles, 'W,as also responsible f'Or the shatite'ring and 
rifting of ,the beds. In fact the m'arbleiza'tion was raJtller a result 
of the rough usag,e to which the beds were subjected. The beds 
continue shattered and ,sub-crysltalline in tex,ture to Ithe point of 
their dis1appearance bene'31th the drift 'at Alden. F ,ormerly the 
Ivanhoe QUiarry Company put in aste1am crusher and operated 
quite eXltensively near 'the C. 'and N. W. railway tracks on sec
tion 16, in Harrlin to "'."mship. The building containing the ma
chinery burned down, and the plant has long since been dis
mantled and abandoned. The beds exposed at this point are as 
foll'Ows: 

IV ANHOE SECTION. 

FEET. 

3. Drift (of great depth in the bluff) .... .... ..... . .... ...... .. . 0-3 
2. Limestone, grayish white, sub-crystalline, very hard and 

much shattered; thinly bedded. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
Appm'entlya local unconfonnity. 

1. Limestone, much disintegrated and cavernous. In places a 
residual clay appears between 1 and 2. Surface very 
uneven, exposed..... ....... . ......... . . .. .. ... . ... . ... . .. 6 

Westward from the Ivanhoe quarries to Alden, the river flows 
between low limestone w:ans Vlarying from ,ten to thirty feet in 
height. These limesltone barriers are almost cut out in one 'Or 
two plac'es by GOlal Measure 'Outliers. In Alden the beds greatly 
resemble a portilon of !the Ivanhoe sec,ti.on. The beds ar,e as f'Ol
lows: 



HARDIN COUNTY. 

ALDEN SECTION. 

PEET . 

3. Drift , as in previous· sections, is thin at the face of the 
scarp; a number of large granitic bowlders were noted.... . 3 

2. Limestone more or less evenly bedded, appears to be litholog
ically the same as No.1; a marly or shaly band separates 1 
and 2 generaJly. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

1. Limestone, light gray, hard, sub-crystalline and oolitic in 
texture. The lower four fcet show marked cross-bedding; 
false beds dip to the southwest; the upper surface is some-
what undulating and dips gently to the south ..... '" ..... . 5 
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Here, as in ,the preceding exposures, the beds are much rifted 
and shattered. Individual l'ayers rarely exceed four or five 
inches in tbickness, and two well developed ,series of fi'ssures are 
visible. The fissures ·of the major series 'trend north 'and s'Outh, 
and are apparently parallel to ,the corrug,ations, while those of 
the minor series stand approximately at right angles to the 
fiolds. Genettically the two series probably form but one grea't 
sys'tem and were formed rat the time of rock crushing. 

N'Orth ·of Alden, ,the indura'ted rocks dip !'Iapidly and were no't 
observed beyond the corporate limits 'of the 'town. 

Easltward ,of the FlaIls limes,tone ledg,es are more or les's con
tinually present ,to Eagle City where the following section is 
exposed: 

FEET. 

5. Drift, exposed . ......... ........ ...... . .. . .............. .... 5-10 
4. Dolomite, yellowish brown, much shattered where viewed; 

contains a few siliceous nodules ........................... 10-25 
3. Limestone, gray, sub· crystalline and semi-oolitic . . . . -........ Ii 
2. Dolomite, yellow to gray, sugary.... ... ... ... ...... ... .... .. 3 
1. Limestone, gray , oolitic; very similar to the Bedford oolite in 

texture, and also to the oolite exposed at Conrad, in Grundy 
county.... .... ....... .... . ........ ... ................ . ... 4 

The base of the section is about five feet above l'Ow water in 
the river. These indurated beds support a bench which rises 
forty or fifity feet above Wlater lev'el l3ind continues s'ome dist3lnce 
on either side of -the Wlagon bridge. Beyond Eagle City, the beds 
disappear rlapidly and the surface outcrops 'of the Kinderhook 
beds are almost entirely obscured by glacial debris and Coal 
Measure talus. A,t Hardin City, SteambOiat Rock land 'One or 
two points be,tween, No.4 'Of ,the Elagle City section is visible and 
rises some six or 'eight feet above the water level. In all cases 
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it is greatly weaJthered and sbia,ttered, making its identity difficuH 
to. esrtablish. BOOWieen s>teamb'O'wt RQck land EldQra, the Lower 
OarbQnifel"ous passes entirely belQw the stream channel, but 
rises again immediJa:tely ,south 'Qf the wag,Qn rQad bridge at 
EldQra. GQing dQwnstream frQm the EldQra bridge a weathered 
dQlQmite lappears in ,the Istream-bed and :also in the right bank 
abQut ,sa.ty r'ods bel'ow the r,ood cro,ssing. The ledges rise eight 
feet above the water and 'appear to be rdenticlal, both lithol'og
icallyand faunally, wiJth the upper member at Iowa Falls. These 
beds appear more or less interruptedly from this point to 
Union, forming low benches on one or both ,sides of the river. 
At X.enia, ,and again between Giff,ord land Union, the white lime
stone member is vi.sible. The maximum exposure is south of 
Giff.ord, near a small stream which enters the Iowa from the 
we Sit. The beds exposed Ito view are: 

FEET. 

4. Drift and wash. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-3 
3. Limestone, light gray; white when weathered. .. ... .... .... .. 0-3 
2. Dolomite, yellowish brown, much shattered and unevenly 

bedded .. . .............................. ..... ... .. ........ 6-8 
1. Dolomite, red-brown, heavy but unevenly bedded, exposed.. 4-6 

NumbeI's 1 and 2 are, in a 'sense, complementary. Where Qne 
thins the other thickens and the two aggregia:te twelve f,eet ex
posed. N otthe slightest trace of organic remains could be found. 
Southward and s'outheasltWiard the beds are cut 'Out within 100 
yaI'ds by the Coal Measure ,shal,es only to oome into view again 
a quarter of a mile down 1Jhe branch on the terrace of the Iowa. 
Beyond Union the Kinderhook beds 'are clarried below the river, 
but reappear west of Liscomb in Marshall county. 

HUMBOLDT COUNTY. 

The Kinderhook limestone beds outcrop near the Minneapolis 
and 8aint Louis railway in the southern part of the city of Hum
boldt and present an almost continuous exposure 'on the river for 
mor,e than fa mile. The same beds oUJtcrop near the Chicago and 
Northwes,tern I1ailway noI1th ,of fthe dty, and near RuU,and about 
five miles to ,the northwest. The section exposed below the dam 
in Humboldt is given below: 



~HUMBOLDT COUNTY. 

FEET. 

4. Alluvial wash, variable in thickness; on top of terrace about 3 
3. Limestone, oolitic, rather coarse· grained, gray to white. .. ... 10 
2. Limestone, compact, gray-white, a gradation from No.1, 

but fewer fossils present and apparently less brecciated. . . . 2 
1. Limestone, brecciated and filled with casts of fossils, chiefly 

brachiopods, very compact and brittle in outcrop; bedding 
planes not apparent; exposed above low water ......... _.. 4 
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The section rises toward the town and the o6l~te probably 
shows a grea;ter thickness than is indic.a;ted in the above s'ect~on. 
All of the beds dip perceptibly up stream. An average ,sample 
Wlas :taken fl'lom ,the .above ,seotion and ,analyzed. The l'esul1t is 
given below: 

Insoluble........ . .......................................... .. 0.50 
Iron oxide and alumina.......... ...... .... .. . . .. ...... ........ 1.1~ 

Calcium carbonate .... .... ..... . ............................... 97 .20 
Magnesium carbonate ........... . .. . ... . ................. . , . .. . 2.00 

Total. ....................................................... 100.82 

Analyzed by A. O. Anderson, from sample collected by C. M. Morgan. 

At RuHand, along the south bank of the river, is one of the 
mo·st conspicuous rock exposures in iflhe county. The seotion 
exposed here is correlruted by Macbride with the Lower beds in 
the Humboldt seClhon. The ledges are ne'arly in horizontal posi-

F IG. 28. - Shows "chipstone" weathering characteristic of the compact layers in the 
Kinderllook limestone in Humboldt county. (Photo by Macbride). 

25 
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tion,a'ttaln a maximum 'of ,twenty feet in thickness, and oan be 
traced about one mile east where they disappear. Westward 
they give pl8!ce to Ithe Bai'll!t Louis in ,section 23 in Avery town
ship. Outcr'ops appar~ntly referable to ,the same horizon are 
known 'at ,other points in Rutland township. The bedding planes 
in ,the Rutland limestone are not v,ery 'apparent. The rock breaks 
up into irregular sharp ,angled ,spalls 'and is very hard. 

The Kinderhook limestone 'Was used formel'ly in Ithe manu
fa.oture -of lime for local use, but no lime is produced at the 
present time. 

MARSHALL COUNTY. 

The Kinderhook immedia'tely underlies the drift over the 
northeast 'one-third ,of Marshwll county, land 'ex,tensive outcrops 
may be viewed along the Iowa river in the vicinity of Quarry 
and LeGI'Iand, along Nicho,lson creek at Rockiton, and on Timber 
creek, about two land ,one ... half miles -s'outhwest of Quarry. All of 
the leading exposures are near the trunk lines 'of r,ailway which 
cross ,the county, ,and 'all are eonnected byswitche,s extended 
from ,these lines. 

In the ,southeastern portion of ,the state, ther,e are extensive 
outcrops of the Kinder-hook, notably at Burlington, which con
sist of 'shale, fine-grained sandstone, and sub-crys'talline lime
stones, of which the :fir,st 'and last membeI's are the most im
portant. In Marshall 00unty, the caloareous beds gre'atly pre
dominate. Five fairly well de:fin~d divisions can be recognized 
readily, the lowes,t member of which is -a shale which re'sembles 
the shale member in the pillt 'of the Granite Brick Company, at 
Burlington. This is overlain by a fine-grained, blue ,to gray C'al
careoUis sandstone which is in turn followed by beds of oolrte. 
Above the ,oolite, cherty magnesian limestones are presant in 
considerable thickness, and completing the section are the brown 
to gray sub-cr~,sltal1ine limestones. 

The Kinderhook shwles are not 'exposed in Marshall county, 
but ar,e present in well sections whieh penetrrute the indurated 
rocks. The baslal member exposed is the fine-grained sandstone 
which iappeaI'sonly in the e,aS'tern portion 'Of the county. The 
leading quarries develop the ooMe and ,the magnesi'an limestone, 
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~lthough all 'of the members above the shale have been exploilted 
to some eX'tent. The most ,e~tensive sect~on in the county is ex
pos~d north of LeG!'Iand, ne'ar the Iowa river. The following. 
sequence of beds may be observed at this point: 

FEET. 

18. Loess, interstratified sands and silts below . .. ..... ...... . . .. 16 
17. Bowlder clay oxidized a deep brown and e.ontaining bowl-

ders much decayed ............ . ... ' ................. . ..... 5-10 
16. Limestone, sub-crystalline, pebbly .. . ... ~ 'r . .... " ..... , ... '. . 3 
15. Oolite fine-grained, with many brecciated grains... . . . . . . . . . 4 
14. Limestone, gray, slightly oolitic... . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2t 
13. Limestone, gray above and yellow below. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 
12. Limestone, buff, magnesian, rather heavily bedded, bisected 

by chert band about four feet from the base.... . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
11. Limestone, mixed gray, blue and buff, ,breaks very irregu-

larly ("Brindle" of the quarrymen) really an intra-forma-
tional conglomerate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3t 

10. Chert . ....................................... . ............. t 
9. Limestone, soft , yellow, arenaceous; in thin layers; eartby 

in places . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2t 
8. Chert. . ....... .... .. .. .... ... ...... ... ...... ..... . . ....... 'It 
7. Limestone, blue, variegated to yellow-brown. .. . .. . . . .. ..... 6 
6. Cbert . . .......... .. .... .. . ...... .. .... .' ........ ... ........ . ! 
5. Fossil-breccia witb lenses of crystalline calcite. . .. ... . ...... 1 
4. Limestone, buff, magnesian , fine even texture and massive; 

cberty concretions scattered promiscuously throughout. 
One quite persistent band of chert about four feet from the 
base... .. .. ........... . ... .... .. ... . . . . ................ . . 12 

3. Limestone, blue, variegated to brown, hard, conchoidal frac-
ture, in heavy layers . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3t 

2. Oolite, in layers 14, 12, 8, 9, 6, 36, 26, 2-! and 42 inches in 
thickness. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

L Sandstone, fine-grained, blue, calciferous, in part shaly, ex-
posed...... . .......... . ............ ... ............ ..... .. 10 

The beds dip gmdually to the southwest, and as the ground 
rises in that direction, :are soon carried below 11he surface of the 
river. N ear Indian T,own in T,ama county, the base of the oo,hte 
lies more than twenty feet above tihe wruter lev,el. At the north
east qUJarry labove LeGmnd, i,t ~s ,about ten feet above the wla;ter 
level, while in the west quarrie,s, huth the oolite and the sand
s'tone lie below the bed of .the river. At the west quarry, the 
upper members in the above seotion are better developed. Num
ber 16 ,shows a ,thicknes's 'of about ,twelve feet. At Rock,ton only 
numbers 14, 15 'and 16 lare exposed, and the beds are more shat-
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tered and weathered than their equivalents in the LeGrand 
quarries. The section exposed near ,the Iowa Central railway is 

. second only in importance to the Quarry and LeGrand sect10ns. 
The beds exposed are as follows: 

FEET. 

8. Loess, sandy below ... . ,. . ... ............ .... ............... 10 
7. Bowlder clay (Kansan) ... .... ..... . .... .................... 6 
6. Limestone, brown, sub-crystalline, thinly bedded, and rubbly 

above, heavier below. . . . .. ..... . .... .. ... ..... ... ..... .. 8 
5. Limestone, yellow, brittle, with occasional small caverns dec-

orated with concretionary calcite. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. H 
4. Limestone, blue, hard, brittle.... .. . .. .. .... . .. . . . . . . . .... .. 2 
3. Oolite in three layers, 8, 22 and 6 inches respectively . .. . . . . . . 3 
2. Limestone, gray· brown, with layers of blue, Bub-crystalline 

limestone interbedded. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
1. Limestone, gray-blue, close textured, soft when first exposed, 

weathered portion, yellow; layers vary from 6 to 18 inches, 
very evenly bedded, magnesian. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

The oolite in the Timber creek seeti'on is undoubtedly the 
equivalent of the o'olite exposed at Rockton, and the upper oolite 
of the LeGrand seetion. Numbers 1 to 6 in the Timber creek 
section find their counterparts in 12 to 16 in the LeGrand section, 
with the pos,sible exception of Number 5, which W3!S not certainly 
recognized farther north and east. 

The differences in physical pr,operties and coloration are 
largely if not wholly due to differences in the weathering. The 
Timber creek beds are in large part below the w3!ter level, and 
the pr,evailing colors of the beds developed are shades of blue 
and gray, while the tones of yellow and buff which prevail in the 
east quaries at LeGrand are believed to have been brought 
about through the action of weathering agencies . The hardness 
of the Timber creek stone increases mate6ally on exposure. 

Kinderhook beds are alslo exposed northwest of Liscomb, near 
the center of seetion 2. 

QUARRY INDUSTRY. 

The Kinderho,ok beds have been exploited mainly in the vicin
ities of Quarry and LeGrand, and Timber creek. Quarries were 
operated formerly 'a:t Rockton, but have been abandoned for some 
years. Stone has also been taken out along the river, near Lis
eomb, for local use only. 



J'~ATE LIlI- Typical section in quarry of LeGrand Quarry Company . Quarry . Marshall cou n ty. Iowa. 
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LE GRAND QUARRY COMPANY. 

Tlhe pioneer in the quarry indus'try, .as weill as ,the largest com
pany 'operating in the county lart the present time, is the Le Grand 
Quarry Company, with its centml 'Office in Marshalltown. The 
company owns and operates quarries at Quarry and 'Timber 
creek. 

Quarry. Three quarries are connected with the C. & N. W. 
railroad, by branch lines rut thi'S point. Active 'Openations were 
begun as early ,as 1860, when a limited quantity of building stone 
and lime wrus produced. Tw'O year,s vater the railway tracks 
were extended into the quarries, and rthe company has operated 
c'ontinuously ever Isince. The manufacture 'Of lime was discon
tinued some years :ago. 

The quarry plant is pr'Ovided throughout with the most ap
proved machinery. The equipment consists of a steam crusher, 
gang mills, ,steam drillts, derricks, ltathes and planers; .and quar
rying and stone working .are carried 'on 'according ,to modern 
methods. The LeGrand beds in ItJheir entirety have been ex
ploited to Stomeextent, though the position lof the blue sand
stone renders it almost unav:ailabie lat present. (See LeGrand 
section.) The oolite and upper magnesian limestone layersaf
ford the mMt v:alU!ab'le p r,o ducts , 'although the cheI'lt beds and 
shaJttered limestones along wrth the debris consequent to quarry 
operartions, are worked up into riprap, ooncrete, railway ballast, 
etc., and constitute 'an important source 'Of revenue ti'O the com
pany. 

The chief building stoQnes put upon the market are known com
merciaHy as o.olitic limestone, Iowa marble, Iowa caen stone, 
and blue limestone. 
~he basal blue 'sandstone has not been 'sufficiently explored and 

tested to warrant definite ,statement 'as tio its merits asa struct
ural material. Small qua;ntities of the stone have been re
moved from the east quarries and used as paving in the streets 
of Mar,shaUtown with 's,ome promise 'of satisfactory results. 

There .are two grades of oolitic limestones. The lower la;yer 
measures three and one-half feet in thickness and is coarse 
grained. The upper twelv,e feet is of finer texture and consists 
,of layers of tbhe following thicknesses, respeetively, from below 
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upwards: 24, 26, 36, 6, 9, 8, 12, and 14 inches. The oolite is 
quarried only at the Itwo eas't quarries, Ithe dip of the beds and the 
&Jope of the river carrying ,the layers below the bed ,of the stream 
before the west quarry is .reached. Formerly, the coarse, heavy 
bas[l)l lay'er was used for constructional purposes, but of recent 
years, experience has demonstra'ted tha,t it suffers disintegra
tion when exposed for a season to a;tmospheric conditions. The 
fine-grained layers are close, even-te~tured, and stand the test 
of time well. This is shown not only in artificial 'structures where 
the blocks have maintained their 'a;ngularity against sunshine 
:md 'storm for more than a qUal~ter 'of a century, but better 3ti il 
in the na'turoal exposures where ,these layers stand 'Out in bold 
relief. The oolite is composed of small, rounded, concretionary 
calC'areous grains embedded in 'a semi-crystalline matrix of 
cementing material of ,the same composition. Many of the con
cretions contain small angular sili'ceous grains. The unal,tered 
rock is of a gray~blue color, while ,the weathered pOlihon assumes 
a yellowish hue. Certain of the layel~s 'are highly fossiliferous, 
and take a high polish. This variety is known commercially a's 
fossilite marble, and is much prized for interior decorative pur
poses. Such slabs need to be selected with some care, for small 
grains ·of ir·on pyr.ute are often present and produce brown 'stains 
when exposed to the wea:ther. 

The upper portion of the magnesian limestone furnishes both 
the Iowa " marble" and the Iowa carbonate "caen stone," the 
former containing a higher percentage of magnesia than the 
latter. The Iowa marble 'occurs in heavy beds from two to 
three and a half feet in ,th~ckness . The unwea;ther,ed or slightly 
weathered pOI'hons are plain, light buff in 'Color, while Ithe weath
ered layers are of a deeper color and beautifully veined with 
iron oxide. The stone receives a high polish, but like ·other lime
stones, does not retain it when exposed to a'tmo.spheric agencies. 
It is used extensively for paneling and all sorts 'of inlaid wo,rk, 
and gives good sa1tisfaction when kept dry. It also makes :a 
firs,t class dimension stone. 

The caen stone is similar in color to the marble, but it is 
softer, more tenacious and of lower specific gravity. It is es
pecially adapted for Clarvings and moldings. 
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A ledge of blue limest'One lies between Ithe chert beds and the 
oolite and a similar ledge immediately overlie.s the chert beds. 
This limestone is very hard, compact and s'omewhat irregularly 
bedded, which renders quarrying and working mther difficult. 
T,he s!tone is used to some extent as a coursing st'One and is very 
durable, but :i<ts iIJItrac,table character renders its production ex
pensive, and it is used mainly for hallas,t and 'concrete. 

The br'Own sub-crysltalline limestone with £ts interstratified 
oolitic layers affords some good dimension stone and would be 
considered desiDable for foundations in regions where building 
stone is scarce, but by far ,the greaJter quantity is transported to 
the crusher. 

Timb er Creek. The LeGrand Quarry Company has also de
velopedan extensive quarry in Timber <creek. Aside track is laid 
in from the Iowa Central railway land the plant is well equipped 
wi,th modern machinery. The beds worked are the same as those 
at Quarry, from the magnesian limestone upwards. As has been 
mentioned, ,the magnesian limes,tone here differs in color from 
its homologuea:t Quarry and LeGrand. At ,the latter places 
shades of buff prevail, while a 't the Timber creek quarries the 
chief beds are a gray-blue with occasional layers in part light 
yellow. The faCIt is emphasized ,tha,t the predomina;ting color in 
the unaltered LeGrand beds rs a gray-blue, which is changed 
to tones of buff and yellow through weathering agencies. Here 
as in other p}aces, the magnesian l,ayers succumb less readily to 
disintegrating forces than the a'ssociated beds, 'and as a conse
quence s,tand out prominently in natuDal quarry faces. 

The upper 'Oolite and brown sub-crystalline limestone are of 
more importance here than 'at the exposures along the Iowa 
river. 

TESTS OF THE LEGRAND STONE.' 

The principal varietie3 0f the LeGrand stone were subjected 
to three series of tests, viz.: 

1. Strength and ra1tio ·of ahsorption ,to de,termine the com
padnessof the stone, and hence its ability to withstand the 
rutmospheric agencies. 

*'rhe mechanical tests were made in large part by Messrs. G. W. Zorn and J. W . 
EllIott under the personal supervision of Prof. ~. Marston, in the department of Civil 
Engineering of the Iowa State College. The chemical analyses were made for the Survey 
by Prof. G. E. Patrick. 
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2. Freezing ,and thawing altermvtely, and carefully noting 
the loss in weight and srtren~th; and hence determining the 
tendency of the stone to disintegrate 'or weaken under the acti'on 
of frost. 

3. Chemical analyses to deiermine the relative amounts Df 
desirable and deleterious c,onsti1tuents present. 

The two-inch cube was used throughout because Df its con
venience in handling and as it is the unit generally adopted 
by inves,tigators along this line. Great care wa;s exercised in 
the prepara;tion of the cubes in ,order ,to guard against the pro
dU0tion of incipient fraJCtures through the impact of tools and 
the consequent lessening 'of the ,strength. The bl-ocks were s·awed 
out with the di,amond saw and Ithen reduced to the proper dimen
sions by grinding. The results are tabul'ated in the subjoined 
tables. 



TABLE I. 
MECHANICAL TESTS. * 

'" Breaking Load Per .:: 
.S Load in Lbs. Square Inch 

Q) '" ..0 .:: 
Q) 

Kind of Stone 
::l 8 '" '" 
<) Remarks 
'0 ;.a ..0 ..0 

... Q) bD bD 
Q) ..., 

;.§~ 
Q) 

;.§~ 
Q) 

..0 ,.Q <) ... ... 
bD c:l c:l E E 8 ..... ~bD ~bD '0; ... Q) 

'0;1 '0;1 ::l p ... P< P< 
Z t:q rf1 ~ rf1 f.l:< rf1 ~ 

to.olite , fine-grained, northeast quarry .. 2.03 1. 98xl. 99 3.94 46,680 . ..... 11,600 Failure accompanied by much ...... shattering . 
4 do heavy bedded ................. 2.02 2.00x2.00 4.00 47,500 53,800 11,875 13,450 do 
5 do " " 1.97 2.00xl. 98 3.96 54,000 59,300 13,636 14,900 do .. ... ............ 
6 do thinly bedded ................. 1.96 1. 96xl. 96 3.84 39,400 39,400 10,260 10,260 do 

22 Oolite, light, southeast quarry ........ 2.05 2.00x2.04 4.08 42,000 52,000 10,280 12,740 do 
23 do ............ .. ........ . ..... . . . . . . 1.97 2.00x2.00 4.00 57,000 57,000 14,250 14,250 do 
43 do heavy bedded ................. 2.00 2.00x2.00 4.00 38,000 53,000 9,500 13,250 do 

tIowa marble, plain, west quarry ...... 1.98 1. 98xl. 97 3.90 ...... 47,120 12,080 All samples of the Iowa marble 
16 do ........... .. ....... .. .. ...... .... 2.00 2.02x2.04 4.12 60,500 63,300 14,685 15,120 broke in such a way as to show 

much elasticity. 
tIowa marble, colored ..... .. .......... 2.00 2.02x2.01 4.06 . .. .. . 37,060 ...... 9,128 

27 Blue limestone, northeast quarry ...... 2.00 2:02x2.02 4.08 .... .. ... . .. .. . . .. ...... 63,000 lbs. applied, no effect . 
24 do ........ .. ................ .. ...... 1.99 2.00x2.02 4.04 ..... . .... .. ...... . ..... 63,000 lbs. applied, no effect . 
11 Fossiliferous limestone, N. E. quarry .. 2.00 2.00x2.00 4.00 42,000 ...... 10,500 ..... . Sustained 65,800 Ibs . without 

12 do .................................. 2.00 2.00x2.00 4.00 63,300 1,582 
further rupture . 

.... .. ...... Beyond capacity of machine to 

15 do .................. southeast quarry 1.99 2.00x2.00 4.00 43,700 10,925 
crush. 

...... .. ... . Sustained 65,800 Ibs . without 
26 do '" .................. . .... . ....... 2.00 2.00x2.02 4 .04 58,300 66,400 14,430 16,435 further rupture. 
28 do .................... .. . west quarry 1.97 2.00x1.98 3.96 38,700 38,700 9,773 9,773 
33 Blue limestone, Timber creek ......... 1.98 1.98x2.00 3.96 28,000 34,500 1,070 8,712 
34 do ............. ..... .. .............. 2.00 1.98x2.00 3.96 29,000 33,200 7,320 8,383 

~ -

* An Olsen testing machine was used in making these tests . The specimens were placed between two steel plates, the upper being fixed, 
while the lower was free to oscillate In a hemispherical protuberance, which fitted accurately in a well lubricated socket, thus distributing the 
pressure equally when the parallelism of the cube faces was imperfect. The load was applied at a uniform rate. 

tTests made under the direction of Prof. G. W. Biesell, Dept. of Mechanical Engineering, I. A. C. 
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TABLE II. 
FREEZING TESTS.* 

ttl Breaking Load Per 
.S >:l Load in Lbs. Square Inch .8 

ttl "'" 0) 
1=1 ..<:I 

..0 0) b1) 
::l 8 

'" '" 
'@ 

Kind of Stone c.> R emarks .... ;a ..0 ..0 ~~ 
0 ... 

0) bD bD .:;0) 

'" "'" 1=1 0) 1=1 0) 
..0 ..<:I c.> ... ... .~ c.> 

0:: ::::~ .~ 1=1 .... 
8 bD .... 0:: -0:: B ::loj B "'0) 

::l ~ I 
.... 0) 

5.bD '<Ii 5.bD .; ~p.. ::l " Z rn. ~ rn R [J] R H 

20 Oolite, fine-grained, N. E. quarry .. 2.05 2.00x2.08 4.16 55,700 56,400 13,390 13,558 0 .0014 Loud report. 

21 do .............. . ...... ......... 2 .08 2.00x2.08 4.16 26,000 ..... . . 6,250 14,280 0.0013 Sustained 59,400 lbs. Very slight 
spall at 26,000 lbs . 

38 Oolite, fine-grained, S. E. quarry .. 1. 99 1.97x2.00 3.94 50,000 60,000 12,690 15,230 . .. ... Loud report and cube much shat-
tered. 

44 do ........... ...... . .... .... .... 2.00 2.00x1.96 3.92 34,000 55,700 8,673 14,210 .. .. .. do 
46 do .... ..... .. .. ... .. ............ 2.02 1.97x1.97 3.88 50,000 56,500 12,890 14,560 . .. .. . do 
19 Iowa marble, west quarry . ......... 1. 96 2.02x2.02 4.08 50,000 56,500 12,255 13,850 0.0007 Broke with a loud report. 
17 do ................. . . .. .... ...... 1. 92 2.00x2.00 4.00 42,600 52,700 10,650 13,175 0.0008 do 
18 do ................ ... ........... 2.00 2.04x2.02 4.12 38,000 51,700 9,225 12,550 0 .0009 do 
14 Blue lim estone, northeast quarry ... 2.00 1.98x1.97 3.90 ...... . ...... . . . .... . 15,360t . ..... 59,400 lbs. applied without effect . 
3 Fossiliferous limestone, N. E. quarry 2.00 2.00x2.02 4.08 14,5601' 59,400 lbs . applied without effect. 
2 do .... ..... ......... .. .......... 1. 98 1.97x2.00 3.94 55,600 14,035 14,900t 59,400 lbs. sustained. 

29 Fossiliferous limestone, west quarry. 1. 98 2.0+X2.02 4.12 35,900 40,000 8,715 9,710 Weak report. 
30 do ... . ...... . ..... .. . ......... .. 1. 97 1. 99x1.96 3 .91 30,500 35,000 7,800 8,950 do 
32 Blue limestone, Timber creek .. .. .. 2 .00 2.0-!x2.01 4.10 28,000 36,300 6,830 8,850 ...... Slight report. t 
45 do . .. ............... . ........... U)6 1. 98xl. 96 3.88 32,700 32,700 .... . . . 8,-130 . ..... 

* The cubes were placed in distilled water until completely saturated, alter which the speCimens were encased in cotton batting saturated 
with distilled water and placed lu wooden trays, eight by eight inches and two inches deep, provided with wire bottoms. The trays after 
being securely packed were placed in the refrigerator and kept at a temperature of from 17° to 19° F. for 48 hours . Then they were removed 
from the refrigerator and subJected to a temperature of 70° F. for twenty-lour 11Ours. This process was repeated six times. The specimens 
were afterward subjected to refrigeration and thawing ten times; but the conditions were less constant than in the first six. In the la ter 
series the minimum temperatures ranged from 21° to ~2° F . 

tThe above table shows that the blocks suffered no appreciable loss in weight or strength during the investigation. It is highly probable 
that lower temperatures would have given very different results. 

t In spite of the apparent weakness, low specific gravity and rather high percentage of absorption, the quarry face along natural fi ssures 
Ilhows this stone to be one of the most durable quarried in the county. 
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TABLE III. 
ABSORPTION AND SPECIFIC GRAVITY TESTS. 

Loss of Quarry Water Water Absorbed After 

Through Drying- Immersion, Expressed 
in Percentages, over Weight in Gs . Dry Weights 

N arne of Stone 
'" '" 

<Il ... 
4) <Il ... <Il <Il ... ::l 

..0 
, ... ... ... ... ., 

0 

S 
., ., ., ::l ., 0 ..c: 0 0 0 0 0 ..c: ., ..c: ..c: ..0 ..c: ..c: "" Z '" '" 0 ..-< >C ..-< c¢ C"I ...... 

20 Oolite, fin e-grained, northeast quarry ... 350 .90 350.70 350.58 0.85 1.59 2.66 2 .75 
21 do ................................... 348.91 348.79 348.63 1.56 3.26 3.95 4.05 
38 Oolite, south quarry ... ....... ......... 335.03 334.99 334.97 1.20 1.50 2.50 2.61 
44 do .... .. . ... ...... ......... . . .. . ' ..... 333 .90 333.79 333.63 0.71 1.85 2.11 2 .20 
46 do ........... . ....................... 326.90 326.30 325.63 1.50 1. 96 2.55 2.64 
19 Iowa marble, west quarry .... .......... 323.10 327.70 322.47 2.83 3.02 3.60 3.87 
17 do .............................. '" .: 309 .40 309.00 308.01 1.81 2.43 3.31 3.57 
18 do ........ .. .. . . . .................... 320.90 319.20 318.20 2.31 3.06 3.97 4.37 
10 Blue limestone, northeast quarry ....... 348.70 348 .21 348.19 0.48 0.86 1.86 2.02 
3 Fossilife.rous limestone, northeast quarry 344.00 343.78 343.52 0 .72 1.01 1. 72 1. 79 
2 do ........ .... .. .... . ... . ..... ....... 353.86 353.40 353.20 0 .22 0.50 0.70 0.77 

30 Fossiliferous limestone, west quarry . ... 311.00 310.90 310 .87 0.06 0.84 1.65 1. 79 
29 do ..................... . ............. 340.91 340.46 340.38 0.22 0.84 1.64 1.79 
32 Blue limestone, Timber creek .......... 320 .76 320.36 320.00 2.03 3.01 3.17 3.36 
45 do .................... .. ............. 285.74 285.36 285.15 4.00 4.67 5.41 5.65 
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TABLE IV. 

CHEMICAL ANALYSES OF LEGRAND STONE. 

'<:\ 05' 05' 
ai Ol ::0 ::0 ::< d> ::< .... 

a ~ 
::< .; . 8 . Ol 00 '<:\0 

Constituents. 00 • Sci Ol "" .... Ol . ~ Ol uOl S .... <.::<gj b.().~ -~ oOg ~';;a 0 
d> Z OlO 00- ~8 
~ o E ~ 1::"" g"A 1:: 8 ~;.:: 
~ 

0'" 0 "" ~ H H H rn 

Hygroscopic water (loss at 100° c.). 0.03 0.09 0 .06 0.04 0.06 0.04 
Combined water (expelled by igni-

tion)....... ... ... ...... .......... 0.13 0.21 0.15 0.19 0.12 0.12 
Silica and insoluble .. ............... 0.77 0.96 1.2-! 0.80 0.89 1.22 
Carbonic acid (C0 2 ) ...... . ........ 43.62 cl3.30 43.79 44.85 4'*.76 cl3.85 
Alumina (AI203)...... ............. 0 .05 0.07 0.18 0.14 0.1.5 0.14 
Iron (Fe 2 0 a ) ...........••..... . ... . None None 0.15 0 .15 0.31 0.26 
Iron (FeO).... ................. .... 0.09 0 .27 0.09 0.19 0.10 0 .09 
Lime (CaO) ........................ 55 .05 54.85 50 .56 45.+2 45.39 50.42 
Magnesia (MgO).... .. . .... ........ 0.28 0.28 3.70 8.21 8.28 3.96 
Manganese oxide (Calc. as MnO) .... .... .. . 0.08 ....... Trace 
Phosphoric acid .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. ....... ..... . . Trace Trace ..... . . . . . ... . 

Totals .... ...................... 100.02 100.11 99.92 99.99 100 .06 100.10 

PROBABLE COMBINATIONS . 

Water . ..... .. ... .. ... .... .. .... . .. 0.16 0.30 0.21 0.23 0.18 0.16 
Calcium carbonate (CaCO o) .. . .•.. . 98.30 97.95 90.28 81.11 81.05 90 .04 
Magnesium carbonate (MgCO o) .•..• 0.59 0 .38 7.77 17.24 17 .39 8 .08 
Silica and silicates .... .. .. } 0 .95 1.37 1.74 1. 42 1.38 1.72 Alumina, iron oxide, etc. . . . ... .. 

------------------
Totals . .. ... .. . ........ ... ...... 100 .00 100 .00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 

TAMA COUNTY. 

While the Kinderhook beds are helieved to lie immediately 
beneath the drift 'over pr,actically the entire oounty, outcrops 
are limited io la comparatively small area along the middle west
ern border. 

Essentially the same members which have been noted in the 
better se0tions ai Quarry and LeGrand in Marshall county ar,e 
exposed in ~ama county, but in Tama they are more weathered. 
The Stevens quarry near the southwest oorner of section 8 of 
Indian Village township, about one and one-four,th miles west of 
Butlerville, may be taken as fairly typical. The section rs as 
follows: 
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FIG .. 29.-View in the Stevens' quarry in section 8, Indian Village township . The thin 
layers at the very top are limes tone. The sand and impure limestone layers between 
contain numerous nodules of chert. 

STEVENS QUARRY SECTION, BUTLERVILLE. 
FEET . 

15 . Gray crinoidal limestone which weathers into thin pieces.. 1 
14 . Crinoidal limestone, gray in color, with num erous fossil 

fragm ents. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . t 
13. Fissile limestone in thin layers, few fossils. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 4 
12. Brown magnesian limestone with layer of chert nodules two 

inches in thickness at the top . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . t 
11. Bed of rather soft, friable sandstone, much water seamed 

and containing numerous chert nodules, fossi ls few... . .... 7 
10. Arenaceo-magnesian limestone, fine-grained and quite hard, 

brown in color, layers 8 to 12 inches in thickness; contain
ing casts of a species of Chonetes, Productus, Rhynchonella 
and Spirifer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

9. Bed of incoherent, brown, fine-grained sand. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . It 
8. Band made up of chert nodules. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . ! 
7. Impure arenaceo-magnesian limestone, few fossils . .. . . . .... l itr 
6. Bed composed largely of nodules of chert carrying a layer 

of sand, 3 inches in thickness.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1 
5. Magnesian limestone containing some fine-grained yellow sand 1 t 
4. Bed similar to number 5 above .......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . It 
3. Layer of massive oolite weathering into small bits and bearing 

numerous fossils among which appear Orthothetes crenistra, 
Spirifer biplicatus, Spirifer cr. extenuatus and Straparollus 
latus... . . . ... . . . .. .. . . ... . .... .... .. . .. .. . .. . .... . . .. .... 7 
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FEET. 

2. Layer similar to number 3 above in lithological characters 
and fossil contents. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4t 

1. Layer of light gray oolite similar to numbers 2 and 3 above 3 

The 'Oolite rests on ,the argillaceous sandstone exposed in o,ther 
seetions in ,the vicinity and 'at .the base of the northeast quarry a,t 
LeGrand. The beds here ,exposed correspond to the eoarse-and 
fine-grained oolite and the magnesian limestone beds of the 
Marshall eounty ,sections. 

West 'of Montour in ,the southwest corner 'Of section 21, In
di'an Village township, there are exposed in a small ravine: 

FEET. 

3. Reddisb brown clay, pebbly........... ...... . . .. ....... ... . 4 
2. Oolite, light gray, fossiliferous. ......... ... ....... . .. .. ..... 6 
1. Oolite, similar in every respect to number 2 above...... .... 3t 

This is the abandoned quarry of the Oxfmd Lime Company. 
The oolite was formerly used in ,the manufaeture of lime and 
considerable quantities were made at this place. 

'Other sectj,ons appear along the Iowa river toward LeGrand, 
and alOlig Sugar creek in Carlton township and Deer cr,eek in 
Spring Creek township. No new f.acie,s are presented. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

The upper magnesian layers 'of the Kinderhook outcr,op along 
South Englis'h river and its immediate tributaries, but they have 
little to commend them for structural purposes. They have been 
developed, however, ,to a limited ,extent near Riverside and Was
sonville, and have been used for rough foundation work, well 
curbing 'and even fm bridge stone, ordinary dimension stone 
and caps andsiHs. The s,tone is rruther soft and not pleasing in 
appearance. 

The Osage Limestone. 

The Osage limes,tone occupies a triangular area in ,the south
eastern portion of Iowa, the base of the triangle resting on ,the 
Mis'sis'sippi river from Louisa to Lee counties, and the apex ex
tending to Ithe nor,thwestward, reaching Keokuk eounty. Beds 
referred to this 'stage of ,the Lower Carboniferous are most 
extensively and typically developed in Des Moines county and 
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especially in the vicinity of the town of Augusta. Five fairly 
well defined sub-stages may be recognized ,and 'as all are well 
represented in Des Moines county, Itheir detailed descriptions 
appear in the discuss~on for ,that eounty and ,a repetition is un
necessary here. It may be said, however, that the indurated 
beds are chiefly limestones and that these supply the mos,t im
pOlltant quarry rock in ,the southeasltern por,tion of the state. 

DES MOINES COUNTY. 

Limestones and shales which have been referred to the Osage 
stage of the Lower Carboniferous immedi'ately underlie the 
drift over by far the larger portion ,of the 00unty. The lime
stones greatly predominate, although the shales become prom
inent near Ithe top of the series. 

For con~enience of discussion the Osage, as developed in 
Des Moines county, may be div~ded into five fairly well defined 
members: ,the Lower and Upper Burlington limestone; the Mon
trose cherts; the Keokuk limes,tone, and the Keokuk and War
saw shales. 

The limestones are prevailingly pure, crinoidal and cherty 
throughout. The first and fou:vth members are heavy-bedded and 
coarse-textured, while ,the second and third are generally thinly, 
often irregularly bedded limestones. 

Tohe two divisions of the Burlington are the most conspicuous 
formations in the county, and form ,the 'steep bluffs which face 
the Mississippi, and its leading tributaries for a short distance 
above their debouchures, along the entire length. of the county, 
and the Skunk river across ,the larger portion of the county's 
width. 

The Lower Burlington occupies about fifty feet in vertical 
section, including about twenty feet of calcareous shales at the 
top. The limesltone is coarse-grained, sub-crys'talline, varying 
from pure white Ito brown or rusty in color, and occurs in rather 
heavy beds, especially near the base. Normally the rock is gray, 
the rusty brown beillg due 11;'0 water staining. It is often qu~t8 
c'avernous. The upper shaly horizon carries. much chert in con
cretions and bands and some calcareous ledges. The limestone 
is su~table for structur,al materials throughout, while the shale 
j s practically wor,thless. 

26 
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The Upper Burlington lies in thinner beds, and is more cherty 
and more shaly throughout -than the lower member. 

The most ,typieal section of the Upper Burlington is shown in 
the Miller quarry, just above Cascade. 

SECTION AT THE MILLER QUARRY. 

FEET . 

8 . Loess....... .. ......... .. .............. . .. . ................ 12 
7. Drift .... ....... . ............... . ....... ........ ............ 3 
o. Limestone and cbert..... . ..... . .... .... .... ... . .. .... ..... . 8 
5 . Limestone, brown and white, banded with ebert, tbinly bedded 6 
4. Limestone, gray and white, heavily bedded............... .. 10 
3. Shale, blue, argillaceous, fossiliferous... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
2. Limestone, heavily bedded, wbite .... .......... . .. . .... .... 5 
1. Shale, blue, exposed.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

The majority of the quarries in the county are developing the 
Upper Burlington limestone. Quarries may be opened at almost 
any place in the faces of the bluffs fronting the larger streams, 
and excellent transportation facilities both by rail land w,aJter are 
often available. Some of the more representative quarry sec
tions are appended herewith. 

CITY QUARRY, NEAR MAIDEN LANE AND SEVENTH STREETS . 

FEET. 

6. Loess ..... ........... . ..................................... 12 
5. Drift. ... . . ... ... . ... ... .. .. .. . ... . ...... ............. . .... . 2 
4. Limestone, white, rather brittle, thinly bedded. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3 
3. Limestone, yellowish, beavily bedded.... . ... .... ........... 5 
2. Limestone, poorly bedded, with considerable sandy clay and 

chert ........... . ..... .... ........ . .................... '" 2 
1. Limestone, white, solid bed. .. .. .. . . . . . . ... ... . .... . ... . . .. 6 

The quarry supplies stone suivable for curbing and other 
dressed stone from numbers 1 and 3. The waste from ,these layers 
and fr,om numbers 2 and 4 can be used f,or macadam and o,ther 
crushed stone purposes. 

Extensive quarries were oper,ated by the government at Picnic 
Point .about two miles south of Cascade. These quarries are 
now idle. The quarry ·sectionexposed is as follows: 

PICNIC POINT QUARRY SECTION. 

FEE1'. 

7. Loess and drift up to.... . .. .. . .... .. . .... .. .. .... ... . . ... . . 15 
6. Limestone, very cberty, brown, sub-crystalline, chert weathers 

yellowish .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
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5. Limeston e, brown , encrinital , sub-crystalline, chert mainly in 
two zones ; much weathered and cavernous in places ..... . 

4. Limestone, oolitic, somewhat sbattered . ... .... ..... ..... . . . 
3. Sandstone, argillaceous and calcareous, heavy-bedded when 

fresh; weatbers decidedly shaly above; occasional large 
cherts in upper portion .. . . .. . ............. . .. ........ .. . . 

2. Limestone, concretionary zone, white and blue limeston e, 
weathers yellow, and breaks up into thin, irregular layers .. 

1. Sandstone, argillaceous, white, washes on exposure, and ap
parently is pyritic; has a decidedly sulphurous odor, ex-
posed ......... .. ... .... . . ... ................ .. ......... . 
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FEET. 

10 
It 

5 

9 

]0 

About one and -one-half miles bel-ow the Government quarries, 
some quarrying is being done. Lime was burnt here and two 
kilns in a fair state of preservation still mark the site. The beds 
exposed are pmctically the same 'as Ithese at the Picnic P -oint 
outcrop. 

North :of Burlington good outcr-ops ,are of somewhat, less 
vertical extent, but equally numerous. In Flint River township 
a quarry 'on the northwest quarter of the southeast quarter of 
section 25 may be taken as 'a 'type and is given below: 

LOFTUS QUARRY SECTION. 

FEET. 

6 . Loess .......... , .... ......... .. .. ,...................... ... 4 
5. Drift. .... .... . . .. . ... . .... .... .... .... . . ....... . .......... . 10 
4. Limestone , thinly bedded, with considerable chert.. . . ...... 8 
3. Limestone, sub·crystalline, irregular, heavily bedded.... .... 10 
2 . Limestone, white , solid bed................................ 6 
1 . Limestone, dark gray, somewhat irregularly bedded, exposed 4 

All of 'the indurated rocks may be referred too the Upper 
Burlington. The beds may be viewed still farther -to the north
west in Pleasant Grove township. In an old quarry -on the north
west quarter of section 12, the following beds may be made out: 

PLE ASANT GROVE SECTION. 

FEET. 

9. Loess and drift. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
8. Limestone, h eavily bedded.... ... . .. .. ... . .... . .. . .. .... .. . 6 
7. Limestone, rather brittle and poorly bedded. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ 

6. Limestone, whitp., heavily bedded ..... . .... ..... . .... ..... . 6 
5. Shale, yellow, or calcareous sandstone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
4 . Limestone, gray, irregularly bedded. . .. ... . . .. . .... .... .... 4 
3. Chert ...... .. ...... . .............. ,...................... .. 1 
2. Shale, or yellow sandstone, calcareous... ... . . ... ... ...... . . 2 
1. Limestone, thinly bedded.. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. . .. . 3 
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SIt'one is supplied to Pleasant Grove, Wasihington, and a large 
part ·of Yellow Springs and Franklin townships from these quar
ries. The s'tripping increases rapidly back from ,the £ace of ,the 
bluff,and quarrying 'has been and is carried on in a very desul
tory manner. 

The Montrose chel'\ts while presen1t in numerous outcrops do 
not contribute materially t 'o the natur·al wealith of the c·ounty. 
Oommercially they are su~tableonly for crushed Istone pr·oduCJts. 
They are best exposed al'ong the Skunk river. The cheI'lt beds 
rise to the north and only rather unimportant detached :areas are 
known. 

The Keokuk limestone occupies a broad belt across the south
west pOI'ltion ·of Des Moines county, covering 'about one-fourth 
of ~ts superficial area. This limestone is distinguished from the 
Burlington, lithologically, by its prevailingly blue color, less 
crystalline texture, ,and greater compactness . . 

The Keokuk limestone is .a heavy-bedded, reasonably pure cal
cium cmrbonate well adap.ted for ,structural purposes. It is les's 
quarried than the Burlington,on account of greaJter overburden 
and po·or transpoI1tation facilities. 

A representaJtivesection may be viewed in the vicinity 'Of 
Augus,va, where bo,th the Montr'ose cherts and Keokuk beds are 
well shown. The sequence is as foHows: 

AUGUSTA SECTION . 

FEET. 

4. Drift .. .. . .............. ...... . .. ...... ................ ..... 8 
3. Limestone , bluish, encq~ital in places, clay partings, often 

highly fossiliferous (Keo kuk ) .. .. . . . .... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 20 
2. Chert, white, thinly bedded , with thin irregular bands of 

limestone (Montro e) .. . .. ...... . .. ... .... ... .. .. ......... 30 
1. Limestone, white, coarse·grained, encrinital (Upper Burling-

ton), exposed. ... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

]1aI'lther Up the Skunk river ·the Saint Louis limestone and Coal 
Measures come in, and the Keokuk beds dip below the level of 
the stream. Small quarries hav·e been worked fI'lom time to 
time in Danville and Union ibownships, but these were of 10001 
interest only. In many ,of ,the outcrops, cherty material is 'So 
abundant thaJt the stone is praC'tically worthless save for crushed 
Istone purposes. 
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KEOKUK COUNTY. 
I 

The Osage limeSitone is helieved to ·occupy la .triangular area 
in the northeast c'Ornerof the county :and several pa,tches are 
known to occur in .the interior 'of the county. ~he most im
portantoutcrops may be se'en along Rock creek and Skunk river 
north ·to northweslt 'of Ollie. The forma:tion rises forty feet 
·above the river. The stone varies from ligbJt brown or white to 
gray in color. It is medium to coarse-grained, ·sub-cry,stalline 
and lies in led~es usually three Ito ten inches in Ithickness, sep
arated by clay and chert bands. It is highly fossiliferous, 'Often
times c~msisting llargely of a shell breccia and fragments 'Of 
crinoid stems. The most extensive section occurs in the vicinity 
'Of Manhattan Mills. The following ·sequence was determined by 
Bain: 

FEET. 

7. Soil and drift of indefinite thickness. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2-40 
6. Sandstone, quartzose, in part calcareous, soft, yellow. . .. ... It 
5. Limestone, finely brecciated. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
4. Limestone, compact, gray, cherty. ... . .. . .. ... . .... .... . ... 20 
3. Limestone, earthy, brown, containing numerons chert nodules 15 
2 . Limestone, coarse sub-crystalline, blue and gray in color, 

fossiliferous, in ledges 9 to 20 inches thick, separated by 
shales 6 to 8 inches in thickness; bands of chert nodules 3 
to 10 inches thick near the top. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

1. Limestone, as above . . .... ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Numbers 1 and 2 in the above section belong to the Osage, the 
first being exposed in the Weber quarry near ·the mill, while num
ber 2 eomprisesthe chief formation in the Cook quarry. Number 
3 is referred ,to the Springvale beds, and outcrops above the 
quarry tracIDs, while numbers 4 to 6 inclusive bel'Ong to the Verdi 
beds of the St. Louis -stag·e 'a:nd are expo·sed along the old right 
of way leading to the Cook quarry. 

The railway switch has long 'since been 'abandoned and :the steel 
remoVied. Quarrying is carried on only to supply the local de
mand. In a 10'cal qU3irry ,sltill in operation, the following beds 
are displayed: 

FEET. 

4. Loess, waste and drift.... .. . . ... .... .... .. ...... ....... .... 1-5 
3. Limestone ledge, similar to number 1...... ...... ...... .... . Ii 
2. Limestone, thinly bedded, concretionary and cherty; shaly 3 
1. Limestone, blue-gray, evenly bedded, about five ledges ex-

posed, varying from 6 to 12 inches in thickness; sometimes 
there is a shaly parting near the middle; fossiliferous..... 3 
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Numbers 1 and 3 afford :a good quality of stone for 00ursing 
and rubble work. The several other exposures of 'Osage lime
stone presenJt no new :Deatures. 

LEE COUNTY. 

The Osage limesltone comprises a very considerable port~on of 
the country rocl~s in Lee county and forms the greater part of the 
vertical extent ;of Ithe bluffs on all of ,the streams bordering the 
county. In the interior it is largely overlain by Ithe Saint Louis 
and the Goal Measures. 

It. includes quite a div:ersity of beds whieh f'or oonvenience in 
d~scussion.are divided into three groups of limestones which are 
sepamted by shales 'and chert beds. The 10wes1t member is gen
erally known as the Burlington, which many investigators have 
divided into Upper and Lower Burlington. This is separated by 
chert beds from ,the middle member, the Keokuk limestone, which 
in turn is separwted by shales and geode beds from the upper
mos.t member, known as the \lV arsaw. 

The Lower Burling'ton, while compo'sed in part of heavy beds 
of sub-crys11alline limesltone, is lmimportant in ,the present con
nec:tion as i,t comprises only a narrow strip along the base of the 
Skunk river bluffs north of Wever and a few miles east of the 
town of Augusta in the northeastern pm'i of ,the county. 

The Upper Burlington is very similar in charaoter to the Low
er Burlington, but usually occurs in thinner beds and clarries a 
greater labundance ,of chert in irreguLar nodules and Ithin bands. 
The Upper beds are bes t exposed in the bed of Slumk river at 
Augusta. The flinty beds of ,the Upper Burlington are sometimes 
called 11he Montrose cherts. They appear along Ithe Mississippi 
river fr'om Montrose Ito Keokuk. Between these points they con
stitute the bed of the river and cause the ,obstruction to naviga
t~on known as the Des Moines rapids. W:hile both members of 
the Burlington ,aff,ord good mruterial for constructional purposes, 
neither is sufficiently laccessible to merit ex'tended notice. 

A quarry has been opened in the Burlington limestone, weist 
of Wever. The beds worked are as follows: 
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FEET. 

5. Soil and drift. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
4. Limestone, brownisb, thinly bedded, with some chert, en-

crinital ... .... . . . .... ........ .. .. .............. .. .. . . .... It 
3. Limestone, white , rather soft, somewhat cherty in places.... t 
2. Limestone, yellowish.... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 2i 
1. Limestone, hard, brown, encrinital, heavily bedded, exposed 2 

Other openings have been made in the near vicinity but while 
the stone is durable and pleasing in appearance, Itheaggregate 
annual ,output has never be-en large and is practically nil at this 
time. 

The Keokuk beds are typically developed in Lee county, but 
at the same ,time their surface area is relatiViely small. These 
beds 'occupy the larger portion of Denmark township and a part 
of Washington. In addition thin beds are exposed in the bluffs 
facing all of the larger 'streams. Along the Des Moines river, 
while the Keokuk is present above ,the water-line, it is largely 
obscured by heavy Italus slopes. In general the f'orma;tion con
sis,ts -of twenty-five to forty fe-et of coarse-grained, bluish, often 
crinoidal limestone, overlain by rather more than thirty feet of 
shales, generally known as ,the geode beds. Chert is qurte prev
alent through the limestone, while some beds are s'omewhat 
argillaceous and from the'se two causes, many of the layers are 
unfit for dimension stone; but are serviceable for crushed stone 
purposes. The best layers for dimension stone are known as the 
"'White ledge" which is quarried in Keokuk and vicinity. The 
heaviest Ibeds arrd ,thinnest partings are near the base, while the 
beds become thinner and more argillaceous in character near the 
top, grading into the geode beds above. 

The geode beds are of small importance in ,the discussion of 
"quarry products" ,save as a possible source 'of shales suitable 
for use in the manufacture ,of Portland cement. ' The lower half 
is made up largely of more or less indufi3!ted calcareous shales 
with some chert :and ,occasional bands of limestone, graduating 
downward into the limestone below. The upper half is more ar
giUa0eous, sometimes slightly arenaceous and Jess calcareous 
'and 'Slakes more readily unde-r weathering influence than the 
lower portion. The siliceous and calcareous concretions give 
name to the formations and are quite generally, although not 
universally, present in sOl1'thea stern Iowa. 
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The Keokuk limestone has always .been a large contributor to 
the stone output of the county. Numerous quarries have been 
opened, and it is ,this horizon which affords the greater portion 
of the quarry rock in, the vicinity of ,the city of Keokuk. As a 
rule the formation is compact, ra'ther hard, 'OHen ·sub-crystal
line rock, ,of an 'ashen or bluish gray color. It presents an even 
t,o conchoidal fradure. 

The Wiarsaw beds comprise 'a buff magnesian limes,tone a,t the 
bruse, in ;a massive layer often .ten to twelve feet in thickness; 

. blue arenaceous shales with intercalated limestone,s in thin bands, 
and at the top a buff, sandy limestone locally called" sandstone." 
These beds are ,typically developed a,t W,ars1aw, .a town five miles 
below Keokuk on the Illinois side of 'the river. 

The quarry rock 'Of the Warsaw is chiefly 'a magnesian lime
stone containing some sand and small pebbles. It is generally 
called sandstone. The principal quarries are located at Sonora 
on the east ,side of the river. The rock ,occurs in a massive layer 
ranging from six to twelve feet in Ithickness, is bluish ,to yellowish 
in color when firs,t ,taken out of the quarry, but, on exposure to 
the weather for some time, it changes to a buff or brown. The 
stone has been used in ,the building 'of ,the locks and many of the 
most important structures in the city of Keokuk. It has also 
been used in pier and bridge work. It is very durable and highly 
prized for 'all grade's of dimension and cut stone work. The 
principal quarries in the county are 100ated near ,the city of 
Keokuk, wi,thin half a mile 'Of the milway bridge cros'sing the 
Des Moines riv·er, 'and near Ballinger, above the city along the 
Mississippi river. 

Of the numerous ,sections of Osage available, ·only sufficient are 
selected to illustrate ,the principal ferutures of ,the beds. There 
is an almost eontinuousoutcrop 'of these beds in and about the 
city of Keokuk and facing the principal streams 'On the three 
sides of ,the county. 

The Tigue quarry, a short distance west 'of the Rand lumber 
yard, is one of ,the oldes,t openings in the vicinity. It hrus been 
in operation for more than forty years. The section is as fol
l'Ows: 
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FEET . 

4. Soil and drift...... . ... .. ... . .. .... ...... . .. .. . . .. . . . .. . ... . 8 
3. Limestone, thinly bedded, with considerable calcareous shale 6 
2. Limestone, more massive than 3.... .... .. .. .. . ... ..... . ..... 9 
1. Limestone, rather sandy, with shaly partings, exposed to rail-

way track. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 14 

In ,the wes:t part ,of the city of Keokuk, 'along Soap creek for 
a distance 'Of fully one mile, quarries have been 'opened at a num
ber of points. The section exp'Osed near the mouth of SOlap creek 
is given bel'Ow: 

FEET. 

8. Soil and drift of variable thickness. 
7. Shale, cherty.. ... . ... ... ....... ... ..... . .. . .. .. .... ..... .. . 6 
6. Shale, calcareous, with intercalated bejs of limestone; some 

geodes present. . . . . .. ... ................ . . . .... ... ...... . 8 
5. Limestone, drab, impure, heavily bedded, shaly below.. .... . 12 
4. Limestone, light colored, with nodular masses of chert; the 

"white ledge" . ..... . ... . ... . . .. .. . . ..... . . . . . . . .. .... .... 3 
3. Limestone, argillaceous and massive, with spheroidal masses 

of calcite, sometimes carrying millerite. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-6 
2. Limestone, coarse, gray, encrinital, cherty.... .... . . ..... . ... 3 
1. Limestone, with cbert in irregu lar beds .• exposed.. . . . . . ... . . . 5 

NOI'lth of the city about one-:bourth mile north of Ballinger 
station on the C. B. ,and Q. Railway, ,the Tucker ,and McManus 
qu:arry display,s the f'Ollowing beds: 

7. Soil, loess and drift ., . ... . .. . .... .. .. . ... . ......... ... .... . 
6. Limestone, weathered, soft, yellowish above, blue-gray be

low; yields some rubble where protected; somewhat 
cherty ................. . ............... .. .. .. ... . ...... . 

5. Limestone, shaly ..... . .. ......... .. .. ... .... .......... .. . 
4 . Limestone in two heavy beds, the upper about three and 

the lower three and one-half feet in thickness, separated 
by a one foot shaly parting; fossi liferous and sub-crystal-
line ............. ... ....... . ......... .... ........ .. .... . 

3. Limestone, cherty, sub-crystalline, similar to 1, somewhat 
irregularly bedded; where sufficiently free from chert yields 

FEET. 

0-10 

10-15 
1 

good rubble stone.. ... . ...... . . ........ .... ... . .. ...... 8 
2. Limestone, evenly bedded, gray-blue , sub-crystalline . . . . . . . H-
I. Limestone, chert present as bands and nodules, irregularly 

distributed throughout, exposed... . .. . . . .... ........... 6 

In this quarry the beds dip to the northwest. Numbers 2 and 
4 furnish the best dimension stone. Only hand methods are 
used in quarrying, although a steam drill i,s emp10yed. Power 
f'Or drilling is supplied by an ordinary tra0tion ,engine. The 
waste ,stone 1S loaded in cars with removable beds. The car 
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beds are swung up to 'a Gates crusher by means of :theonly der
rick used in the plant. All.of the 's,tone below the weathered 
:Gones is utilized. The crushed ,stone is graded by being passed 
through a cylindrical screen. Storage 'hins are provided for the 
larger sizes. The dUBt is removed by a belt conveyer and 
dumped 'on ,the ground. In addition to crushed ,stone, rubble 
and dimensi'On 'stone are produced. This is the most important 
quarry in the county 'at this time. 

LOUISA COUNTY. 

The underlying, indurated rocks that are exposed in Louisa 
county belong almo>sltexciusively to the Kinderho'Ok and Osage 
stages of ,the Mississippian. The Kinderhook beds consis,t chiefly 
of soft clays and impure limestones, withocc.asional strata of 
sandstone. The Os'age is represented by the heavier, more dur
able beds ,of the Burlington limestone. Exposures are found in 
the southern and southwestern portions 'of ,the oounty. They 
appe!ar to best advantage in the bluffs west 'Of the Mississippi 
and ,south of the Iowa river in Elliott, Wapello and Morning 
Sun townships. Outcrops are also oommon along the s,treams in 
Oolumbus and Elm Grove townships. 

The bes1t 'stone comes from the Upper Burlington beds and all 
0'£ the present working quarries make use of these ,strata. The 
lower beds were formerly work'ed ,on the property of J. D. Ander
son, just south of Elrick Junction, but this rock is usually too 
much weathered t'o furnish durable building material. The prin
cipal qU'arries are 10C!wted near Morning Sun on Honey creek and 
on Long creek and its tributaries. 

The Chas. B. Wilson quarry, one and one-half miles east of 
Morning Sun in the southwest quarter of section 28, affords a 
characteris,tic sec,tion of the Upper Burlington. The following 
details are based in part on data found in ,the Geology of Lo'ttisa 
County.* 

FEET . 

6. Disintegrated crinoidal limestone, brown to yellow. . . . . . . . . . . 3t 
5. Partially weathered crinoidallimestone containing some chert; 

ledges 4 to 6 inches thick, fair stone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2i 
4. White chert, nearly fails in places. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . t 

*J. A. Udden, Iowa Geol. Survey, Vol. XI, p. 76 . 
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3. Yellowish fine-grained limestone, containing open pockets 
often lined with botryoidal calcite or quartz crystals, soft 

FEET. 

and can usually be crumbled to a powder in the fingers.... 1-3 
1. Coarsely crystalline pure limestone, light brown to bluish 

wbite; in ledges from one foot above to massive tbree-foot 
ledges below; stylolitic jointing very common; free from 
cbert.... .... .... .... .. . ... .. .. .. ...... ... . ..... . ... . ... .. 6 
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The quarry base is 'ahout twenty-five feet above low water in 
Honey creek. This depth consists largely of cherty limestone 
in part obscured. A face approximately ,one-fourth mile in 
length has been opened on both sides ·of the stream 'and a large 
amount of stone removed. With the exception of the upper few 
feet, ,there is little worthless material in the secticon, and num
bers 1 and 3 especiallyaff'ord a mo'st excellent stone for any 
of the finer grades 'of work. A considerable acreage is available 
at this point, both to the east and west of Honey creek, over 
which ,there is no drift and little else to require much dead work 
in stripping. 

A similar succession is f.ound a:t the W. C. Bryant quarry just 
south of the Iowa Central track in ,the southeast corner of sec
tion 29. Seven and ,one-half feet of number 1 are quarried, and 
the opening has reached ,sueh a depth that number 2 is quite 
firm and unweruthered. r.t is seen to be a coarsely granular and 
fossiliferous brown limestone simillar ,to number 3, save for the 
presence .of numerous geode cavities. The heavy bed,s furnish 
smtablestone for heavy f.oundations, bridge piers, and other 
masonry work, besides walls and finishings. The white s,tone 
does not, however, split with uniformity in lany direction except 
along well defined lines of stratification. 

The stone is handled in this quarry by derrick ,to wagons and 
some is ,shipped fr'om Morning Sun. 

Number 1 in these quarries is an unusually pure limestone 
as shown by the chemical analysis, given herewith,of a sample 
from the Wilson property. 

Insoluble ...... . ... , . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .... . . ... . . .. . . .. 1.60 
Iron oxide and alumina (Fe20a + A1 2 0 3 ) •••• •••• •••• •••• • • ••• • 1.20 
Lime carbonate (CaCO,.) ......... . : . ............ , ............. 97 .02 
Magnesium carbonate (MgC0 3 ) . ..•.• • •• ••• •.•••.. ... .. •. , .. . .. .32 
Hygroscopic moisture. : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .34 

Total .. . ..................................... . . . . ... . .. 100.48 
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The very low magnesia content commends the stone for the 
manufaclture 'of Portland cement. It would >also make, without 

. douht, tan ex'Cellent gmde of white lime. 
Both the ,ViIs-on and the Bryant quarries are conveniently 

located for transportation of the output by rail. The stone is 
of high quality and limitless quantities are available. The ter
ritory to be $upplied i. principally ,the counties to the westward 
of Louisa which >are heavily drift lladen and possess no bui lding 
stones of their. own. 

The Ackenbaum quarry is located in the northwest quarter of 
section 27, Morning Sun ,township. The beds here consist of 
ahout three feet of overlying disintegrated crinoidal limestone, 
l!1ssocilwted wi,th the lighter colored heavier beds as exposed on 
Honey creek. The latter are beds coarsely crystalline to sac
charoidal in texture. A styloJi.ticstructure is common but the 
rock splits irregularly 'and with no greater facility along such 
lines of jointing. The stone outcrops for some disbance along 
Gospel run and at the quarry face is cov,ered with but one to 
three feet 'of loess-like soil. Immedirutely hack fr'om the streams, 
however, there is a he>avy drift covering. 

There are >a number 'of small quarries situated along Long and 
Buffington creeks in Columbus and Elm Grove townships re
spectively. The ,old Wasson, now C. J . Gipple, quarry, in the low 
termce along the south bank of the south branch 'of Long creek 
in the northwest corner of se0tion 23, Elm Grove,affords the 
foHowing 'section : 

9. S:>il in small amount which does not thicken materially for 
several rods from quarry face. 

FEET . 

8. Limestone, badly shattered, containing much chert below. .. 7 
7. Disintegrated limestone carrying much chert. Worked back 

in tbe hill, becomes a fairly firm rock of bluish color and 
crystalline texture; separates into ledges of 6 inches to 1 
foot. .... . .. . . .. .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . ..... . .. . . .... ... .... . . . 3 

6. Yellow, disintegrated limestone, in part solid and coarsely 
crystalline. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ....... .. . . . . 3 

5. Blue shale, calcareous.. .. . ... . . .... ... . ... .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1 
4. Band of chert, fossiliferous, persistent, used for building rock. 

A maximum of ......... . ... , ........ . .......... . ......... 1 
3. Yellow, badly disintegrated crinoidal limestone with geode 

cavities, in part a crumbling brown sand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
2. Yellowish, partially disintegrated but usable limestone . . .... . Ii 
1. Crinoidal white limestone, in ledges from 6 to 10 inches. 
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No.1 is not now in sight but has been ,taken out to a depth of 
twelve' feet as the principal quarry rock. r.Dhe base of the full 
quarry bce would therefore, be somewhat below water lev-el in 
the creek. 

These same beds crop 8Jt an indefinite number of points in 
this vicinity 'on.Long creek and in section 14 of Elm Grove town
ship on Buffington creek. 

J. L. Thurston takes out a small amount of stone near the 
northwest corner of section 14, and J . E. Gray and J. M. Mar
shall quarry the same" white" beds in the north part of section 
3, Oolumbus 'township. At the Marshall quarry, oonsidemble 
stone has been quarried in the past and there is less stripping 
needed than ,at -other 'Observed points where quarrying is done. 

Western Louisa county in general, is heavily drif,t laden and 
the rocks are exposed only at infrequent intervals along the 
streams. 

VAN BUREN COUNTY. 

Both the Upper and Lower Carboniferous series are repre
sented in the rocks -of Van Buren county; the former by the 
Lower Goal Measures or the Des Moines stage and the la'tter by 
the limestones of the Saint Louis, the shales and limestones 'of 
the Keokuk and the Montrose oherts -of the Burlington sub-stage. 
Exposures occur chiefly along ,the Des Moine's river and its 
tributaries, although a few outcrops -of the Saint Louis are to be 
seen !along Cedar creek and br;anches, near the 'llortheas't corner 
of the county. 

The beds belonging to the seveI'als'tages and formations bear 
the customary relat~ons to each other. Between the Des Moines 
aIld ,the Saint Louis is a major unconformi,ty and evidences are 
to be -observed of a braale in sedimentation between the Saint 
Louis and the Keokuk beds. A marked :anticlinal with its cre,st 
at Bentonsport brings the Burlington cheDts into view in the 
channel 'of the Des Moines river between Bentonsport and Bona
parte. A maximum ,of forty feet of these beds is exposed, but 
they disappear both ,to the north and s'outh within narrow limits. 
The Burlington consi,sts 'Of beds of chert with occasional bands 
of limestone or clalcareous shale but aff'ords in ,this county no 
quarry products. 
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Keokuk beds :-This member is exposed lalong the Des Moines 
from the mouth ,of Rock creek in Washington township ,to the 
southeas1t corner of the oounty. It is found exposed in only a 
narrow belt along the river, where it is usually overlain by the 
limestones of the Saint Louis. The formations belonging to the 
Keokuk .sub~stage in Van Buren county consist of the Keokuk 
limestone below, the Geode shales and, rat the ,top, ,the Warsaw 
shales. C. H . Gordon writes as follows regarding the Keokuk 
limestone, i,ts distribution and charader: 

"The Keokuk limestone makes its first appearance in the ex
treme southeastern part of ,the county on a small branch on the 
south side of the river. About six or eight feet are exposed, and 
quarried to a limited extent. The next appearance is at the 
mouth of Reed ,creek, where about ten feet of bluish gray lime
stone, co,arse, sub-crystalline rand mostly ,thin-bedded, are ex
posed. As the 'strrata rise toward the west, lower beds come into 
view, and are seen well up in the bluff below Bonaparte, with 
nearly thirty feet 'of the Burlington chert beds below. The lime-

FIG. 30-Davis quarry , west of Bentonsport, Van Buren county. Heavy beds of magnesian 
sandstone (Warsaw Sandsto ne) . 
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stone has been quarried at several places here, but it contains 
large quantities of ehert. Much ,of the rock is also shaly and 
the bedding ·ofthe better quahty of rock is quite var~a:ble. At 
Bentonsport at 'one time, quarrying was carried on quite eX!ten
sively. The principal quarry bed ~s from five to eight feet 
above the base of the division and perhaps repr·esents the same 
ledge as thJa't quarried at Keokuk and there termed ,the "white 
ledge". The upper layers a,t the quarry are thinner . . The 
horizon between the thicker and thinner beds is marked by a 
series of undulations of one of the beds remarkable for their 
regularity. The vertical interval of the unduations does not ex
ceed ten inches, while ,the horizontal interval does not vary much 
from fifteen feet throughout ,the whole extent of the quarry. On 
the opposite side of ,the river the rocks are well exposed for some 
distance up Bear creek, and show essentially the same characters 
as els'ewihere in southeastern Iowa.' ,'J!< 

The limestone has been qu!arried 'at .a number -of points in the 
vicini,ty of both Bonaparte and Bentonsport but most extensively 
at the latter place, where the following is the 'approximate 
section: 

FEET. 

7. Geode shales, at quarry face. .... .... ............. ... . .. . .. . 10+ 
6. Argillaceous limestone, carrying much chert and some geodes 2 
5. Blue-gray limestone in thin ledges with interbunded black 

shale and numerous chert bands.. .. . . . . . .. ... .. ...... . ... 8 
4. Persistent bed, blue, crystalline, fossi liferous limestone with 

usually a band of chert ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11;-
3. Calcareous, dark gray shale .... . .......... . ..... . .......... . 
2. Heavy bed, clean, blue-gray, coarsely crystalline... . ....... . H-
I. Calcareous shale. 

The quarry face is intermittently open in ,the bluffa:bove the 
. town for one-fourth of a mile. The base of the quarry is about 
:Borty feet above walter in the river 'and twenty feet higher ,than 
the r,ailway track wh~ch runs at .the foot 'of the bluffs. Numbers 
2 and 4 'only have been used, and these have furnished stone for 
bridge piers and riprap. The stone has not proved very dur
able in exposed positions. Lt is believed, however, ,that all the 
beds might be used fo-r crushed s,tone 'and ,the si,tuation is suit
able for such ,an industry. The exposures are in general covered 
with the geode shales and heavy drift. 

'Geology of Van Buren County , Iowa Geological Survey, Vol. IV, p. 211. 
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EquiVialent beds have been worked by the Chicago, Rock Island 
and Pacific Railway Company, three-fourths of a mile east of the 
town, but they are no longer used. 

In the vicinity of Honapa~te -the Keokuk limestone is oceasion
ally quarried for local use. The following layers are ,to be seen 
in the southeast quarter ,of the -southwest quarter of section 9, 
Bonaparte township: 

FEET. 

3. Drift ..... . ...................................... . 3-10 
2. Limestone, blue, irregular, thin-hedded; intermixed with 

layers of shale; fossiliferous, cherty. . . . . . .... .... . . . . .... . 7t 
1. Limestone, blue, hard, cherty, thick-bedded, main quarry 

rock; exposed....... .... .... .... ......................... 6 

Far,ther Up Mack creek tihe fine-gmined yellow limes-tone ap
pears and has been quarried at a few points. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

Limestone beds referable to the Os,age outcrop at numerous 
points in la belt which ,c~osses the middle portion of the county 
in an east and west direction. Quarries have been opened nOl"th
west of Wlashin~ton and north of vVellman. The Eckels quarry, 
locwted on the southwest quarter of section 2, township 75 north, 
range VIII west, presents one of the best sec-tions between Wash
ington ,and West Chester 'and is given beLow. 

ECKELS QUARRY. 
FEEl'. 

3. Loess....................................................... 12 
2. Drift....................................................... 6 
1. Limestone, coarsely sub-crystalline, blue, gray and white in 

color, running ill ledges from 3 to 20 inches in thickness... 20 

Other quarries in ,the neighborhood display less extensive 
sections and present no new features of importance. Chert 
bands are quite common in all ,of ,the quarries and in one of the 
quarries an ea~thy to arenaceous bed carrying calcareous 
geodes may be viewed. N OJ~th of W·ellman, near Dayton, an 
old quarry shows the f1ollowing indurated beds: 

FEET. 

3. Limestone, buff, arenaceous..... . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. .... . . . . . . 5 
2. Limestone, brown, coarse, sub-crystalline, fossiliferous. . .. .. t 
1. Limestone, blue to gray, finely sub-crystalline, fossiliferous.. + 

The stone very clo1sely resembles that quarried in ,the Wash
in~ton district. Openings have -been made 'at other points, but 
are of local interest only. 
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The Saint Louis. 

The Saint Louis stag-eof ,the Lower Carboniferous has been 
separwted by Bain into ,three sub-stages. The lowest of 1Jhese, 
the Springvale beds, comprise 'a limestone formation varying 
from earthy or argiUaceous limestones as developed in' Keokuk 
county 3!t the 'type locality to massive limestone beds in Henry 
county. As 'a. rule the beds are not important as ,a 's,ource of 
quarry products. The middle member, or Verdi beds, is exceed
ingly varuwble in composit~on and texture, ranging from sand
stones to shales or limestones. The different kinds of sediments 
give place 'one :to another, horizontally, so that ,a s'tratum that 
is shale in one part of the exposure may be represented by 
sandstone ,or limestone 'at no great distance to the right or left. 
No important quarries belong to ,this horizon. The uppermost 
member, or Pella beds, is the most lmiform in character and is 
fairly persistent over 'Considerable areas. The beds are usually 
quite pure limestones, are of good thickness and evenly bedded. 
The Pella beds eomprise the most important member of the 
Saint Louis s'tage from an economiC' standpoint. 

DES MOINES COUNTY. 

The Saint Louis limestone covers la small area in tJhe southwest 
corner .of ,the county. The principal outcr'ops 'occur in the val
leysof Long and Cedar ereeks and Ithe Skunk river. The beds 
comprise, in descending order, a white cl:ay marl; gray flag-like 
limestone; brown, arenaceous limestone; and a concretionary 
and brecciated limestone. 

The gmy, coarse-grained limestone is regularly bedded, and 
occurs in ,thin, flag-like layers fl'om two to five inches in thick
ness. It is qu~te compact and .outcrops on Long and Cedar 
creeks north of Augusta, where some quarrying has been d.one. 

The brecciated limes,tone is 'a very fine-grained, compact lime
stone, light blue or ,ash-gmy in color, and breaks with a well 
marked conchoidal fracture . The fr.agments are all more 'Or less 
angular and vary in size from micI"Ioseopic particles to blocks 
several feet icn length. They are firmly embedded in a matrix 
of a hard, greenish, calcareous clayey material which wea,thers 
more readily than the limes'tone fragments. A,s far as kn.own 
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the flagsrtone member of the 8aint Louis is the only one which 
has been quarried and 'nhe ,beds 3!S a whole are much less impor
tant from an economic st3!ndpoint than their equivalents in Lee 
county. 

LIME. 

All ,of ,the major divisions of th~ Lower Carhoniferous rocks 
developed in the county contain beds :suitable for the manufac
ture of lime. This isespecrally true ·of ,the Osage stage. Lime 
has been manufactured ,a't a number iof points, notably in ·,the 
vicinity ,of Burlington, Augusta land along Flint river. Two 
kilns, in a fair s'tate of preservati'on, still stand near Patterson. 
No lime was produced during ,the past year. 

HAMILTON COUNTY. 

The Saint Louis limestone comprises the ,only available beds 
in the county which 'are ,sufficiently indurated to be used for 
structural purposes. On account of the distribution of the Coal 
Mea·sures over almost the entire county and the great ,thickness 
of ,the drif,t, exposures are limited to ,the immediate vicinity of 
Bo'one riv,er from a short d1Jstancp. ahovp. Webster CiJty to section 
31 in Independence township. Along a small creek which flows 
into the Boone river just below the mill in Webs,ter City, a quar
ry has been opened and operated more or less continuously for a 
number of years. The section which can be made out is as fol
lows: 

SWANSON QUARRY. 
FEET. 

5. Loam and drift.... ... . ..... . ...... ...... .... ..... . ...... ... 2+ 
4. Sandstone, clayey, fissile, ash-gray in color. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
3. Limestone, impnre , thinly bedded, much weathered, in places 

altered to a calcareous, arenaceous clay . . . . . . . . .... .. .. .. . 4 
2. Limestone in fairly heavy beds, with occasional quartz geodes 4-5+ 
1. Sandstone, li ght colored, somewhat friable b ut in places hard 

enough to be used for structural purposes, exposed. . . . . . . . 4 

Number 2 constitutes rthe principal quarry rock, 'and was for
merly much used locally, 3!nd is practically the only native stone 
available f.or structuml purposes. It i's a fairly pure limestone, 
of fine, ev·en ,texture, varying from a gray to 'a yellowish buff. 
It shanters when ·subjected to changes of :temperature when .wet, 
but gives good service when put in the wall dry. The upper 
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members exposed are rather inconstant and in places are absent, 
the drift here resting direeily on number 2. 

While similar 'sections are exposed both up and down the 
river from ,the Swanson quarry, the excessive overburden, the 
small thickness and the indifferent quality of the beds make 
quarrying 'on ,a cormmercialscale impossible. 

The phase ,of the Saint Louis exposed in Hamilton county 
closely resembles its devel,opment in Story county and probably 
represents the Verdi sub-stage, which is ,typically exposed from 
Marion to Washington counties. 

HENRY COUNTY. 

The various sub-stages of the Saint Louis limestone imme
diJately underlie the glacial debris over practic'ally the entire ' 
county. The COla1 Measures fringe the south and wes,t borders 
more or less interruptedly, wi,th small prutehes in ,the interim, 
and two narrow bands of ,the Os'age limestone 'are exposed along 
the Skunk river in the south eentral and southeast pOl"tions of 
the county. 

The lowe'st member, or Springvale sub-stage, is dolomitic in 
charader, occurs in he.avy beds, 'and aff10rds ma:terial suitable 
for heavy masonry. The best sections occur in BaHimore town
ship, and ,t'o ,a less ,e:xrtent inJ ackson and Center townships. As 
a rule, the beds suitable for structural purposes are under a 
heavy overburden and can be quarried only ~t great expense. 
The following sections will serve as fair examples. 

Section about 'one mile east of Lowell, in Baltimore township, 
north of wagon road: 

FEET. 

7. Clay, reddish colored and gravelly..... . . . .. . .. . .. .... . ..... 6 
6. Limestone, impure , rusty brown... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
5 . Limestone, brown, magnesian, similar to 4... ... .... . . .. . . . . 4 
4. Limestone, magnesian, obscurely lam inated.... . . .. . . . . . . . . . 3i 
3. Limestone, brown, magnesian, in layers three to seven 

inches thick... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
2. Limestone, fine-grained, magnesian, brown, in layers one to 

three feet thick. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
1. Limestone, variabl e, partially concealed down to geode beds 

of Keokuk sub-stage.... . . ... . . . .... . ... .... .... ... .. .. .. 9 
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The heavy dolomitic beds would undoubtedly give good serv
ice for heavy masonry, but have been but little developed and 
are not re,adily 'accessible. 

The middle member of the Saint Louis, the Verdi, as devel· 
oped in the county, .is characteristicall y variable in composition, 
texture and structure, and h~s little ,to commend it commerci·ally 
save for crushed stone purposes. It has not up to this time been 
exploited on its own 'account. It has been worked only to a 
limited extent in connection with the beds :aboveand below. 

The uppermoS't member,or Pella beds, is ,the most widely dis
tributed and most generally accessible 'of any ,of the divisions 
of the Saint Louis and has been more extensively developed than 
any other formwtion in the county. 'While Hle quarrying indus
try amounts 'vo but lit,tle at the present time, large quantities 
of stone have been produced by the quarries near Mt. Pleasant, 
along the Keokuk and Western division of the Chicago, Burl
ington and Quincy R'ailway. The old Winter quarry, located 
in the south bank 'Of a small stream emptying into Big cre'ek 
from the nor,th, near the railroa,d bridge in the southeast quarter 
of section 17, Center 'township, shows the following section : 

FEET. 

12. Pri ft, reddish brown..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . + 
11. Limestone, gray, weathered, shaly ... .. . . .... . .. .. .. .. . .. .. . 6 
10. Limestone, light gray, compact, layers ten to twenty inches 

in th ickness.... . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
9. Limestone, gray, even ly bedded, in layers two to eight inches 

in thickness.... .... . . . . . . . . . .. . .. .. .. . . . . .. . . . . . . ... . . . . . 6 
8. Limestone, gray, flaggy, two to four inches in thickness.. . ... 1 
7. Limestone, fine-grained, in undulating layers one to three 

feet thick .......... . .... ......................... '" . . . . . . 8 
6. Limestone, fine-grained, gray, brecciated, in places much 

shattered ... ... . ... . .... .. ................ " . . . .... ... . .. . 5 
5. Sandstone and shales in lentils and irregu lar beds... .... . .. . . 6 
4. Limestone, li ght colored, arenaceous, in places Aexed and 

often brecciated. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
il. Chert in a band rather than in nodules . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. .... H 
2. Limestone, impure, yellowish; the upper portion in thin 

layers, the lower a single bed three feet in thickness... . . . . + 
I. Laminated beds, one to three inches in thickness, consisting 

of brown, magn~sian layers above, thin layers of oolitic 
lim estone in central portion and arenaceons magnesian 
limestone below . ... ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. . . .. . . . .. . .. .. .. 5 
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The upper surface of number 1 presents numerous dome
shaped elevations ranging frcm two to four feet in height and 
ten to twenty feet in diameter. Both 1 and 2 show well defined 
ripple marks in placei';. 

The Pella beds are exposed at numerous other points, but on 
a less extensive scale than in the above section, and do not pre
sent any new features worthy of mention. 'While quarries have 
been opened and opera ted from time to time in practically every 
,township in the county, those in the vicinity of Lowell, Salem, 
Oakland Mills, and Mt. Pleasant are the most important. 

LIME. 

All of the limestone when burned yields a usable grade of lime. 
In the early history of the country, sufficient lime was produced 
to supply local consumption. In recent years, however, the in
creased cost of wood fuel, the modern plants at olther places, 
combined with chelap freight rates, have conspired effectively 
to put an end to the local industry. 

HUMBOLDT COUNTY. 

The Saint Louis limestone' appears at several points along 
both branches of the Des Moines river and in vVeav·er township. 
It forms a solid foundwtion for a large portion of the city of 
Humboldt, as the cellars of many 'Of the principal buildings were 
excavla,ted in it, and, it is said, pr.oduced enough stone to build 
their own walls. The stripping 'Or overburden of soil and drift 
is so thin in pl,aces that these limestone beds afford a na,tural 
pavement. The Saint Louis overlies the Kinderhook uncon
formably, although good natural exposures showing the contact 
are scarce. The most e~tensive section in the county appears 
along the ea'st bank of ,the river, near the south line of .the county. 
The beds are a's follows: 

FEET, 

9. Drift of variable tbickness . 
8. Sandstone, probably Coal Measnres ......... " . . ........ .... 6- 7 
7. Limestone, in thin layers, arenaceons ............. . ........ . . 6-10 
6. Limestone, beavy-bedded, containing angular fragments of 

lithograpbic stone . . . . . , . . .. . ........ . . ... ....... ....... . . 5- 7 
5. Shale, with pockets of clay; variable in tbickness; a thin part-

ing. ...... . ..... . ............ ....... . ... .......... . .. .. . .. 1 
4. Limestone, hard and dense.. .... . ..... . .. . .. . ..... . ..... . ... 4 
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FRET. 

3. Limestone, regularly bedded, more or less arenaceous, about 2 
2. Tallis to \t ater level. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .... . . . . . . . . . 4 
1. Limestone, sort, whitish or bluish in the bed of the river. On 

exposure turns brown or yel low and washes r eadily under 
rain. Occurs in layers six to eigbt inches thick, and is said 
to overlie blue shales. 

Number 1 has been quarried in the bed of the river for lo ~al 
use. Number 7 is the most characteristic and clearly defined 
member of the series. It occurs in layers three to four feet 
thick, is unevenly bedded, more or less brecciated and breaks 
off in large blocks as undermined by er·osion of the thinner beds 
below. This particular horizon ,also outcrops in sections 31 and 
32 in Grove ,township. 

The Bull quarry near the center of Humboldt exposed 1fue 
fonowing section: 

FEET. 

3. Drift and so il. . .. , ................. . .............. . .... , , . . . 1-2 
2, Limestone, thin-bedded, with flinty Ia.yers, passing into beds 

of clay. , .. .. ............... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 
1. Limestone, blue, even ly b!'dded, of var iable texture.... ...... 6 

Number 1 rests unconformably upon ,the subjacent limestone, 
which i'S supposed to belong to the Kinderhook. Other exposures 
of the Saint L'ouis limestone occur at the" Sandstone Quarry" 
in Rutland, and at seveml points in A very and Weaver town
ships. The best beds usually aV'ailable at all 'Of ,these places, 
occur in medium ,to heavy ledg,es, are compal~atively pure cal
cium c'arbonate, and yield ,a fair to superior grade ·of buiLding 
stone, which has been used extensively in bridge piers and abut
ments, foundations and walls -of some of the best buildings in 
the county. 

JEFFERSON COUNTY. 

Jefferson county belongs to the region 'of ,thick drift, which, 
according to U dden, avemges one hundred and fifteen feet in 
thickness 'D,ver the entire county. Bo,th the drift ,and the Coal 
Measures have been completely removed by Ithe principal streams 
in Penn, Walnut 'and Lockridge townships in the northeast, and 
to la less extent in Round Prairie, Cedar 'and Lrberty townships 
bordering on the south line of the county. Numerous outcrops 
of Saint Louis limestone appear in a110f these townships. As 
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a rule, such exposures are of small extent and often much ob
scured by the heavy 'talus almost everywhere present. While 
the county has produced a large quantity ·of 's'tone for loc'al use, 
and is capable 'of producing much more, there is not a single 
worker in the county who depends upon ,the qwarry industry for 
a livel~hood . 

The following sections will give a fair idea of the natural 
resources of the county along ,this line. 

Walgren's Quarry, soutlhwest quarter of the s'outheast quarter 
of section 3, Lockridge township. 

FEET. 

4. Soil and drift of variable thickness. 
3. Clay and marl, yellow. . .... . . . ... . ......................... 3! 
2. Limestone , dark gray, porous, somewhat cherty in places. . . . 7 
]. Limestone, grayish yell ow, exposed. ... .. . . ... .. .... ... ... . .. 5 

Monson's Qua1"ry, northeast quarter of the northwest quarter 
of section 8, Lockridge ,township. 

FEET. 

6. Soil and drift of variab le thickness. 
5. Limestone, compact, fine-grained, almost lithographic in 

texture, pyritic . . . ... ... .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . .. . . ... . . . . . It 
4. Limestone, so ft, gray, in thin beds. . .. . . .... ............ .. .. 2 
3. Limestone, gray, in a single ledge... . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2i 
2. Limestone, dark gray, compact and sLightly bituminous.... .. ! 
1. Marl, b lue, shaly, exposed. .... . ... ... . ........... . ........ t 

Numerous sections are ,exposed along Walnut ·and Burr Oak 
creeks and their tributaries in the three nor,theas,tern townships. 
The hard beds are quite generally breccia:ted and are a:ssociated 
with marly 'and shaly layers. 

In the southern portion of ,the county outcrops are fewer. 
N ear the south line of R'ound Prairie ,township, a quarry has 
been opened in ,the 80uthwest quarter 'of the southeast quarter 
of section 34. The seotion is given herewith. 

FEET. 

4. Soil and drift of variable thickness . . 
3. Marl, gray, fossiliferous... . ..... . .. . .... . . .................. 2 
2. Limestone, white, with a ledge of very fine, almost litho-

graphic texture. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
1. Limestone, gray, in ledges varying from six inches to one foot 

in thickness, with shaly parting near the middle. .... .. .. . . 5 

Other exposures occur in Round Prairie, Cedar ,and Liberty 
townships. Quarrying has also been done to 'the northeast of 
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the center 'of secti,on 10, in Libel'ty township. The beds worked 
are as follows : 

FEET. 

7. Soil and drift of variable thickness. 
6. Shale, green, pockety, belonging to Coal Measures. 
5. Limestone, gray, weathering into rounded bowlders, in places 

with small crevices fi lled with calcite, fossil iferous. . . . . . . . . 4 
4. Marl, light colored, with occasional stone concretions, fossilif-

erous... . ... ............... . . . .... ... . .. ..... . .... ..... . . 2 
3. Limestone, gray. . . . . . . . .. .... .. .... . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . t 
2. Marl, similar to number 4................. ..... .. ........... 3 
1. Limestone, gray, pyritic. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Prac,tically all good quarry stone belongs to ,the Pella beds, 
and comprises heavy ledges of compact limes,tone, aHernating, 
especially above, with seams of greenish, marly shales. Occa
si'onally the limestone is slightly broken up and brecciated, but 
to a much less extent ,than the Verdi beds below. Some of the 
beds are almost lithographic in charaoter. The beds are usually 
more or less pyritic thrqughout. 

KEOKUK COUNTY. 

The Soaint Louis limestone immediately underlies the drift 
'over three-fourths of Ithe county. While its ,thr~e divisions are 
represented, only ,the Verdi beds are of sufficient importance to 
meri,t oonsideration commercially. The Springvale beds have 
been reoognized at Springvale Mills, in the upper portion of the 
Co-ok quarries north of Ollie, and at one or two other points 
along the Skunk river. These beds comprise a blue, earthy lime
s'tone of marked shaly character, which weathers readily into 
a ·soft, brown to buff limestone. It is magnesian and often pre
sents an arenaceous facies. Clean cut exposures are rare on ac
count of its weathering properties. The beds occasionally pre
sent a pseudo-conglomeratic character as seen in the Cook quar
ries. They rest uneonformably on ,the Osage limestone, and ag
gregate twenty to twenty-five feet in thickness. 

The middle member of the Saint Louis, the Verdi beds, covers 
the larger portion 'of the county, and affords ,the principal lime
stone 'outcrops, and ,the only limestone qUJarries in the county 
with the exception of those northwest of Olli'e. Typical expos
ures may be viewed 'along both br,anches of Skunk river, English 
river, and along the creeks north and west of Sigourney. 
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The beds present compris'e fine-grained, lig,ht colored, calcare
ous sands,tones in bands two to six feet in thickness, inter-bedded 
with the limestone. In places, however, clean sandstones of much 
greater thickness, up to thirty or even forty fee1t, with limestone 
above and below, are seen. The most usual type of limes,tone is 
of ,a light lash to buff color, fine-grained, exceedingly compact and 
hard, almost cherty in chara0ter. This is ,the limestone found 
inter-bedded with the ,sandstone. \.. second equally well known 
type comprises the brecc~ated beds. In these beds, the limestone 
is broken up into irregular fragments ,and cemented together, 
the whole f,orming ra distinct calcareous conglomerate or breccia. 
The usual cementing mwteriral is calcareous, though f erruginous 
material is sometimes present. The rock fmgments appear ,to 
posses's ,the chamderistics .of the S'aint Louis limestone itself. 
They vary greatly in size, ranging from grains a fraction of an 
inch in diameter t'o slabs and blocks f'our feet long ' and six to 
eight inches in thickness. The breccLa,ted bl,ocks -are usually one 
or two inches in diameter. Local unconformit~es, false bedding, 
and other irregularities are no't uncommon stl'uctUl'al features. 

A few of the numerous sections exposed are given below and 
are heliev-ed to be fairly representa'tive. 

The following beds are exposed in 'a milway cut 'about one and 
a half miles west 'of Ollie: 

FEEl'. 

7. Soi l and bowlder clay ......... .... ........................ . 10 
6. Sandstone, cross-bedded, yellow, fine-grained; becoming 

harder for six inches and apparently calcareous below .... . 6 
5. Limestone, compact . . ................. . .... ............. . . . 11-

.1. Marl and limestone . ..... .... ...................... . .....•.. ~ 
3. Limestone, fine-grained, grading into number 2 ..... . . ..... . t 
2 . Lim estone, finely brecciated, in places almost oolitic ....... . 2 

1. Limestone, compact, exhibiting conchoidal fracture, exposed 
to track ....................... . ....... .. .......... .. ... . . G 

Several small quarries have been opened from time to time 
along Sugar creek near Showman station. Here the beds are 
very irregular and fraIse bedding on 'a larg'e scale is well shown. 
A typical section is labout as follows : 

FEET. 

6. Soil and drift of variable thickness ......... . ................ 0-30 
5. Lim estone in fairly even ledges ... . ... .... . . . . .... .... .. . . . . 4 
4. Talus, shale or marl... . . . . . ... . .... . ... ...... . ..... ..... . . . 3 
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FEET. 

3.. Limestone in heavy ledges, shaly below, shows a decidedly 
concretionary facies when weathered..................... 4 

2. Limestone, hard ledge, separated from number 1 by a shaly 
parting, brittle and compact .... :. ... .. . ..... . .... . . ... . . . It 

1. Sand tone, cross-bedded and unevenly indurated, dip of bed-
ding planes . inconstant, but ranging up to 35 degrees..... . 10 

Humber 5 furnishes the principal quarry rock of the neigh
borhood. Number 2 apparently rests unconformably upon 
number 1. 

Numerous small quarries have been worked ,a,t 'one time or 
another north and west of Sigourney. The Miller quarry 10cated 
about -two miles north 'of town may ,be taken ,as an example: 

FEET. 

4. Soil and drift almost nil at the quarry i'ace, but thickens 
greatly in the blnff....... .. .......... . .. . ................ 2+ 

3. Limestone, similar to number 1, with arenaceous to argilla-
ceous partings; less evenly bcdded than 1 and weathers 
concretionary; calcite lenses and nests present.... ... .. . .. 3-6 

2. Sandstone, with shaly partings, fine-grained, and but sli ghtly 
indurated.. .. . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .... . .. . ... .. ..... 2 

1. Limestone, hard and compact, gray, even ly bedded, beds 
ranging from 4 to 12 inches in thickness; numerous pyritic 
balls present, mostly weathered to limonite . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (j 

The beds dip str'ongly ,to the east, and do not appear to be 
persistent in character. The 's,tone crops of the region appear 
t'o rise ,about f'orty feet above the creek. The ,s.andstone as a rule 
is the mostCionspicu:ol1s member, i,s heavily bedded but imper
fectly indurated. 

Outcrops in English river are less common ,than along the 
Skunk, but 'are in a general way, repetitions of those already 
given. 

The quarrie's of the county, while numerous, are small and 
w~thout exception, are 'of local importance 'only. 

LEE COUNTY. 

The Saint Louis limestone comprises 'some of the most impor
tant rock formrutions in Lee county, occupying about 'one-third 
of its superficial area. Numerous :outcrops appear along the 
s,treams in West Point and Fmnklin townships, and in the bluffs 
below Montr,ose ,on ,the Mis'sissippi and along the Des Moines 
above Sand Pnillrie. 



LEE COU~TY . 

PLA1'E LVI-a . Abandoned Santa Fe quarry east of Belfast. Iowa. 
b. Principal quarry section southwest 01 Mt . Pleasant , Iowa. 
c. Geode bearing shale , west 0 1 Farmington , Van Buren county, Iowa. 
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According to Keyes and Gordon,the Saint Louis consists of 
a lower magnesian or s'omewha't sandy limestone, grading at 
times into a calcareous blue sandstone and an upper white com
pact or granular limestone. A brecciated zone often separates 
the two members. From ,a study of ,the field relations of the 
above beds and those already discussed under the head of the 
Osage, it would appear thrut the upper or so-called Warsaw beds 
of the Osage are ,the same as the arenaceous member of the Saint 
Louis of Keyes and Gordon. Whatever the taxonomic relations 
of these beds may be, both members of the Saint Louis as given 
above are quarried to some extent, ,the limestone being the more 
highly prized, in the numerous outcrops available . 

. The sections given below give a f air picture of the leading 
characte6stics of the beds. 

A mile west of Sand Pmirie the Saint Louis appears in sev
eral ravines opening into the Des Moines valley, and from these 
some stone has been produced for local use. One-half mile above 
Hillsdale, the Santa Fe Railway worked extensively years ago. 
The section is ,shown as follows: 

FEET 

6. Soil and drift. . . . . . . . . . . .. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 + 
5. Limestone, brecciated, with pockets of green clay, sometimes 

rudely and coarsely stratified. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 
4. Limestone, blue, encrinital . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ....... . ...... 3 
3. Shale, blue, calcareous. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
2. Sandstone, blue, calcareous, with discontinuous beds of b lue 

sbale; the principal quarry rock.. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 8 
1. Shale, blue.... . . . . . . . .. . .. . ...... .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

The stone was used largely for bridge work; the rubble and 
small sizes were put through the crusher. 

Just below Belfast some quarrying has been done. The stone 
was used largely by the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Rail
Wlay for bridge work. The 'section quite closely resembles the 
Santa Fe quarry, though the sandstone horizon was more ex
tensively developed. The section which may be seen at the pres
ent time is as follows: 

28 
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BELFAST SECTION. 
FEET. 

5. Soil and drift, which thicken considerably back in the bluff, 
variable at the face. 

4. Limestone, earthy , yellowish, gray to blue·gray, weathers 
clayey; probably attains much thickness in the bluff, ex· 
posed.... . . . . . . . . . . .. ... .. . ............... . ....... .. .. .. . 4 

3. Limestone, brecciated and concretionary and shaly, in places. 
The concretions appear to be compact, brittle, blue lime· 
stone, uniform neither in thickness nor in appearance. .. . . . 4 

2. Limestone, arenaceous, especially below, fossiliferous; gray 
to blue· gray; thinly bedded, although bedding planes are 
not apparent. . .. .... .. .. ......... . .... . ............... .. . 8 

1. Sandstone, calcareous, or limestone, highly arenaceous, in 
heavy beds up to five feet in fresh exposures; beds rather 
uneven and show some tendency to wedge; cross bedding 
is evident in places, exposed. . .... . ... . . . . . . . ... . . . .. . ... . 12 

FIG. 31.-Section along the C., R. 1. & P. Ry., below Belfast showing Warsaw sandstone 
below and St. Louis limestone above. Van Buren coun.ty , Iowa. 

The base ,of the section is about four feet above the railway 
track. N'o quarrying is being done 'a,t the present ,time. About 
a f'ourth of a mile below the railway station in Belfas't, twenty 
feet of plaSlhc shales 'are exposed along a small creek entering 
the Des Moines from the east. The shale appears to be quite 
unif'orm in character throughout and lies clearly beLow the beds 
in ,the above sec,tions. The 'section continue,s labout 'one hundred 
y;al1ds upstream, where ~t is obscured by talus. Near ,the east 
end of the outcrop, a weathered cap-rock appears at just about 
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the level of the Ch~cago, Rock }sbnd land Pacific railroad track. 
The depth 'Of the shales below the s,tream channel is unknown. 
An laverage sample of the ·shales wa,s C'ollected and analyzed. 
The analysis is las follows: 

CHEMICAL ANALYSIS OF BELFAST SHALE. 

Silica ......... .. . . ...... . .......... ........ ................... 45.00 
Alumina . ... . .... . ' " ......................................... 16.68 
Ferric oxide ..... . .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3.86 
Lime ................. .. ..... . ..... . ...... . ...... . ............. 10.04 
Magnesia ..................... '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3.69 
Sulphur trioxide. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .... . ................ . .. ... . 2.26 
Potash. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.96 
Soda.. . .... . ... . . . .... . ... . . . ........ ... . .............. .. . ... 1.16 
Loss on ignition . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 15.02 
Moisture.... ... . .... ... .... .... . . ..... . .... . . .. ... . ..... . . . ... 0.48 

Total ...................... ... ... . ........ . .... . . .. ...... . . 100.15 

Exposure's of 8aint Louis continue up the Des Moine's river 
but .almost no quarrying is done 'at -the present time, and no new 
ph3!ses are -shown. 

One of the bestse0tions exposed in ,the interior 'Of Ithe 00unty is 
located 'along Sugar creek .about one ·and a half mil'es eas't of the 
town of F:mnklin. The folLowing beds ,are exposed: 

GRANER QUARRY. 
FEET. 

10. Drift........ .. .. ..... ............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
9. Limestone, white, granular, oolitic, even-textured, more or 

lesB distinctly cross-bedded . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
8. Limestone, sub-crystalline. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
7. Limestone, blue, concretionary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
6. Shale, blue...... . ............ .. ......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i 
5. Limestone, granular, oolitic.... . . . . . . . . . .. .... ..... . .... . . . . 6 
4. Limestone, brecciated.... ... ........... . . . .. .. ............ 10 
3. Limestone, brown, arenaceous . .. ....... , .. . .. . . . ... .. .. . . . . 8 
2. Shale, blue................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
1. Shale, blue, with geodes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Beds 5, 7 and 8 dre'Ss well and have been used in making ,tomb
st'Ones. Number 3 has been used for 'all kinds 'Of rough masonry 
and for bas-es for monuments. All the liayers were used formerly 
for manufacturing lime, but number 7 was the best for ,this pur-

LIME. 

While all of the limestone formations of .,the county have been 
used fr'Om ,time to time Qn the manufacture 'Of lime, the Saint 
Louis W'3!S used 'IIlQist eXitensively.The chief lEe centers were 
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the .city of Keokuk, and some localities east of Franklin and 
northwest of Denmark. The industry is pra-ctic.ally e:x;tinet at 
the present time. 

MAHASKA COUNTY. 

All of the more important 'streams crossing ,the county have 
cut through the dffif.t and ·overlying Ooal Measures ,to the sub
j'acent limestone, at least throughout the greater portion of their 
courses. The beds represented lare believed to be equivalent to 
the upper beds in Marion county, which are generally known as 
the Pella beds: Small quarries haV'e been opened from time to 
time a,t a n~ber -of points, mainly along the ,two b:va:nches of 
the Skunk river. Perhaps 'the most important quarry se0tion 
may be viewed in ,the Mayer quarry about two miles north of 
New Sharon near ,the North Skunk. The section is as follows: 

INCHES. 
9. Drift and Coal Measures of indefinite thickness. 
8. Limestone... . . .. . .. .... ..... .. .. .... ..... .... ...... ....... . 6 
7. Limestone.................................................. 5 
6. Limestone... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
5. Limestone.................................................. 14 
4. Limestone ..... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
3. Limestone.................................................. 8 
2. Clay-shale........................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
1. Limestone, exposed . 

The stone exposed is fine-grained, compact, ash colored to 
gray limestone, brittle and breaking with a 00nchoidal to uneven 
fracture. The above divisions represent ledges which are sepa
rated by clay partings. Less important exposures occur at Union 
mill and McBride mill on the North Skunk; near Peoria and near 
the Oskaloosa water works on ,the South Skunk; in the vicinHy of 
Bellefountaine on the Des Moines river and along Muchakinock 
creek. The same thin-bedded, compact, brittle limestone char
acterizes all of the leading quarry exposures. 

Lime was burnt in a small way some years ago but the industry 
was never of more than local interest. 
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MARION COUNTY. 

The Saint Lo.uis limesto.ne ,appears o.nly in the eastern half o.f 
the co.unty and there o.nly alo.ng the So.uth Skunk and Des Mo.ines 
rivers and their immedia,te 'tributaries. Only the two. upper sub
stages are 'exPo.sed, .the Verdi bedrsoverlain by Ithe Pella beds. 
The fo.rmer beds are not persistent and co.mpr~se la rather Co.ID
pliCiated series o.f s'andstones, cherty lEesto.nes, clays and shales. 
The upper beds are preViailingly limesto.nes, fairly 1'Olw in mag
nesia and · other impur~ties. While bo.th fo.rma,tio.ns have been 
explo.i,tedto. so.me extent, quarrying 'Oper,altio.ns have been co.n
fined Largely to. the upper beds. 

One o.f Ithe mo.st ,eX!tensive 'sectio.ns eXPo.sed in the Co.unty o.e
CUI"S abo.ut two. miles so.Ulthwest o.f Tracy, ,o.n the 'so.uthe3Jst quar
ter o.f sectio.n 35 in to.wnship 76 north, range XVIII west. The 
sequence ~s las :fo.Ho.ws: 

TRACY SECTION. 

FEET. 

7. Loess and drift of indefinite thickness...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2-10 
6. Sandstone, argillaceous, much weathered and iron-stained... 6 
5. Shale, arenaceous, variable in color and state of induration. . 4 
4. Limestone, argillaceous to arenaceous, weathers decidedly 

shaly ...... . ..... .. . . .......... ... ...... . ...... ... . ...... 4 
3. Limestone, similar to 1, but harder; in a single heavy ledge. . 2 
2. Limestone, argillaceous, but hard and brittle , splits into thin 

layers on exposure; highly fossiliferous above and below... 4 
1. Limestone, gray-blue, in heavy beds, fin ely brecciated, fossilif-

erous and slightly crystalline; in three ledges... ... . . . . . . . . 4 

Numbers 1 to. 4 inclusive are referred to. the Pella beds. 
Numbers 1 ,to. 3 are ,the principal ledges quarried and appear to. 
be well a,dapted :fo.r dimensio.nsto.ne, rubble and Po.ssibly bridge 
stone. Number 2 ~ieldsa fair fiag,s;tone. The individual ledges 
in numbers 1 to. 3 'are unif.o.rm in thickness and lapp ear to. be 
peI"srstent. The layers are fine-grained, 'Oftentimes bluish when 
first exposed, but turn white when lo.ng eXPo.'sed ,to. the weather. 
Number 6 appears ItO. be qu~te co.mpaet when fresh, and l'arge 
blo.cks may be remo.ved. When eXPo.sed to. the ,atmo.sphere, the 
blo.cks d~sintegI'late rapidly to. 'a drab pl"o.duct resem:bling clay. 
It is highly f.o.ssilifero.us thro.ugho.ut. 

A smtch o.f the ChiCiago., Burlington and Quincy milr,o.ad ha's 
been laid into. the quarries. Thes-e have been o.pened up o.n the 
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no~th bank of Oedar creek for a dis,tance of more than ,half a 
mile. 

In the vioinity of the town of Harvey the limestones belonging 
to the Pella beds 'of the 8aini Louis ,and the Lower Coal Measure 
stmta 'are exposed ,at many points in the valley of English creek 
and 'along ihe west bmder of the Des Moines valley. They ap
pear also in the hillsides along the ravine's and small streams 
in se0tions 10 to 15, may township. All of the exposures of the 
Pella limestones observed in this vicinity are covered with a 
greater or less ,thickne's's of ,the Des Moines shales and glacial 
drift. As la rul'e the amount of these materials is 'So great as to 
prohibii the quarrying of the limestone. Pro'speClting has shown, 
however, that there 'are considemble areas in the north part of 
section 15 and ,the south porti'on of 10 where the limestone hes 
from but fifteen to twenty feet below 'uhe surfiace, and where the 
covering is siaid ,to 'Consi,s.t largely of shales. This ass.ociation 
of ,the shale,s and limes'tone is favo:r.a:hle to their use for cement 
manufacture. Near ,thesouthe!list c,ornerofthe southwest quar
ter '0'£ sootion 10, eleven feet of thin bedded white and fairly 
uniform limestone outcrop in an old quarry face. One-eighth 
mile distant ,to the east the stone is seen lat a hi~her elevation in 
the hillside. Test holes are reported to penetI'la'te not over eight 
feet of W'mthless overburden over forty acres 'at ihis place, the 
remaining beds a:bove the 's,t'one being dean shale. The lime,stone 
is reported by ,the driller to extend to a depth of 'twenty-two ,to 
twenty-five feet, which would bring the base of the bed near ,the 
level of the Des Moines flood pl,ain. 

Chemical investi~ations and burning tests of blends of the 
shale and limes,tone prov'e their 'suitabillity for making a good 
quality of Portland cement. A company ,is now engaged in ex
ploiting the deposits and options ,are held on a large acreage 
lying mostly to the south of Harvey hut including l'and also near 
the R'ock Island railway on English creek. It is propo'sed to 
ereC'lt here a plant of large capaci'ty and to make use of the Des 
Moine's shale,s and underlying limestone thai are f.ound in this 
dis,trid. Transportation Dacilihes on Ithr'ee railroads afford 
good outlets f.or the finished product. Ooal is now being mined 
on land optioned by ,the company and prospecting shoW's the 
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PLATE LVII-a. Near view of quarry face, Tracy, Marion county, Iowa, showing Pella beds. 
b . Miller quarry, about two miles north of Sigourney, Keokuk county, Iowa, 

showing Pella beds. 
c. Local unconformity in Verdi beds,near Showman station, Keokuk county, 

Iowa. 
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presence ,of a heavy vein underlying contiguous territory which 
will furnish an abundant supply of a frair graJde of fuel. 

Good exposures of the Verdi ,beds may be viewed along the 
Skunk river in Lake townsh[p, espec~ally in sections 23, 24 and 
26. A composite ,section for ,the diJstrict ,shows the f'ollowing 
beds: 

FEET. 
6. Loess and drift, of variable thickness. 
5. Sandstone, buff, cross-bedded, lower part very soft. .. . . . . . . . 5 
4. Limestone, massive, cherty, breaks irregularly...... ...... .. 4 
3. Sandstone, gray, soft to quartzitic in places. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
2. Limest.one, cherty .. .. ... .. . .... .... ...... . . .. .... ..... . ... . 2 
1. Sandstone, massive, yellow, with interbedded arenaceo-

calcareous bands one-half inch to four inches in thickness. 
These bands are very hard, compact, fine-grained, and are 
more resistant to weathering than the sandstone, so that 
layers stand out 011 weathered surfaces. Occasional irreg
ular fragments of this limestone, 1 to 2 inches in diameter, 
are found in the sandstone; exposed ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

FIG. 32-Exposure of Saint Louis limestone, near Harvey, showing Pella beds. 
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Number 4 is quarried to some extent, the product being used 
f.or rough masonry. The heavy overburden and the difficulty of 
producing regular blocks preclude any possibility of its extensive 
use as a coursing 'stone. 

The Pella beds have been quite extensively developed at Dur
ham and between Durham and Flagler; southwes,t of Pell:a on 
the Pella-Knoxville road, and nOl"th of Tracy. The quarry 
opened between Durham ,and Flagl er, be,tween the Chicago, Rock 
Isl,and and Pacific land Chicago, Burlin~tonand Quincy railways, 
shows the folloWiingsequence of beds: 

FE ET. 

5. Loess and drift ...... . ... .. . . . . . .... . .. .. . 3 
4. Limestone, thinly b edded... . . . ...... ...... ...... .... . . ... 6 
3. Limestone, in well defin ed ledges, varying from 6 to 20 inches 

in thickness... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5~ 

2. Limestone, soft, granular, of littl e value for structural purposes g 
1. Limestone, very hard, breaks irregularly.... . . . .... ..... . . . . ::\ 

A twenty inch ledge near tihe middle of number 3 is the princi
pal llayer in the quarry. It is coarse-grained, dark ,colored, but 
weathers white. The vefitical joint planes are a sufficient dis
tance apart to permi1t the removal o~ bj,ocks of large size. Much 
of :the produet fr'om .this quarry and the old quarry northellis.t of 
Durham has been shipped to points along the Chieago, Rock 
Island and P,acific railroad as far east as W'ashington, Lowa. 
Mo,s,t of ,the 'stone used for sh'uctural purposes and flagging in 
Pella has been obtained from two quarries loc'llited about one and 
one-half mi}es sou.thwe,st of thebown on the PeUa-Knoxville r,oad. 
The beds exposed are very similar to ,those whieh are shown in 
the preceding 'se0tion, save that an extensive depolsit of marl 
similar ,to ,that wh~cho0CUI's in ,the Tracy quarries overlies the 
limestone. 

The Durham-Flagler seetion is almost ·exactly duplicated in a 
quarry opened 'on :thesoutheast quarter of section 13, in Clay 
township, about three miles southeas t of Harve~T . The be.ds ex
posed here are as follows: 

FEET. 
5. Loess and drift" o f variable thickness. 
4 . Limestone, thinly bedded , greatly fractured. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
3. Limestone, in ledges varying from 4 to 20 inches in thickness 5 
2. Shale, black above and gray below, soft. . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . It 
1 . Limestone. thinly bedded, crystalline.... ..... . .. . .. . . . .. .. . 1 
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Here as before a -twenty inch ledge jus't below ,the middle of 
number 3 is the principal ledge in :the quarry. It is granular 
in textur'e, with vertical joint planes from :Bour to ten feet apart. 

While the beds which comprise the Pella sub-stage are per
sistent and uniform in tex,ture, and 'of convenient and ,sufficient 
thickness for building and other s,tructural purposes, 'they will 
probably never be extensively developed on 'account of the small 
aggreg,ate thickness of the beds which are usa;ble as compared 
with ,the rumountof overburden and wor,1Jhless lJ.,ay'eI1s which must 
be handled. Some of the upper beds will not stand alternate 
freezing and thawing, and should not be used in permanent 
structures. The principal ledges, however, appear to withstand 
wea;thering indefini,tely 'as indi:calted by ,their fresh appearance, 
both in Dlatural quarry seetions and in waNs which have been ex
posed to the elements for more than twenty years. 

The following tests were made by Pl'1ofessors Marston and 
Weems on 'specimens 'secured from the Tr,acy quarry: 

CRUSHING TEST. 

Cross Sec- Breaking Stress-Pounds 

Height tion Per Square Inch 
Stone In Inches Square 

Inches Spalling 
I 

Failure 

No. 31, Saint Louis Limestone ..... 1.95 4.12 1 7,300 9,500 

No. 32, Saint Louis Limestone . .. . . 2.00 4.20 1 5,200 9,900 

ABSORPTION TE~T. 

Per Cent of Increase 

Stone 
24 Hours 1 Week Total 

No. '31, Saint Louis Limestone . ... . .... . ... 1 2.28 I 0.99 1 3.27 
----------------

CHEMICAL COMPOSITION. 

Calcium carbonate (CaCO a ) ... . .......... .. ... ... . ..•. .. . . . . .. 94.60 
Magnesium carbonate (MgCO a ) . .. ............. . •.....•..•... . 3.17 
Alumina (A1 2 0 3 ) •• •• •• •• •• •• . • •• •• . . •• . . • • . . •• •• •• •• •• .• • • • ••• 0.49 
Iron oxides (FeO+Fe 203)................. . ......... . .... . .... 0.17 
Insoluble.. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. l.57 
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Lime was burned in sufficient quantity to meet the llocal de
mand in the early history of the county, but the industry has 
been abandoned. 

POCAHONTAS COUNTY. 

But a single exposure of the indurated rocks is known in this 
eorunty. The Saint Louis ha1s been quarried for a number of 
years two miles north ,and one mile wes1t ·of Gilmore. The quarry 
is now owned and opeJ"l8ited by Andr·ew Bull. The opening is far 
leS's e:1":tensive than formerly, but the fol1owing beds may be 
observed: 

FIG. 33-Saint Louis limestone beds as they appear near Gilmore, Iowa. 
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FEET. 

11. Soil, sand and gravel . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . . . .. .. 5 
lO. Crystalline limestone, light brown in color; cavernous due to 

weathering, much shattered and of little value.... . . . . . . .. 4 
9. Limestone, light brown, coarse in texture and snb-crystalline , 

splits well with bedding planes, but in an irregular manner 
vertically, heavy bed... . .. ...... . ... ... . ..... .... . . .... . . 3 

S. Ledge, as above, underlain with two inches plastic, variegated 
red and greenish clay. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H 

7. White to pinkish brown limestone, in part fossiliferous; beds 
broken by vertical joint planes along which water has 
formed many small caverns and on which small pyrite 
nodules and fossils stand in relief. Ledges running two 
inches up to three feet, in thickness. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 10 

*T. H. Macbride in Geology of HU11'/,boldt County gives the 
following add~tional strata then visible below the above section : 

FEET. 

6. Blue shales, limestone and clay; very fossiliferous. . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
5. Lithographc limestone, much inclined to angular fracture... H 
4. Heavy-bedded, fine-grained limestone, no fossils. . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
3 . Shaly, thin-bedded limestones, with few fossils.... ..... . .... 1 
2. Coarse-grained, fossiliferous limestone, containing fragments 

of No.1, but separated from it hy a parting of shale..... . 1 
1. Lithographic limestone, fine-grained and very hard. . . . . . . . . . 2 

This author regards the lowest beds as equivalent to those 
quarried at Humboldt in the adjoining county to the east. 

Numbers 7, 8 and 9 constitute the principal quarry rock. An 
analysis made of a slample from these members is given here
with: 

Silica (8i0 2 ) ••. ••.•••••••••••• • ••• • •••••.•.• . •••.••••••••••• • •• 0 .32 
Calcium carbonate (CaCO a) ........... . .. . .....•............... 99.62 
Water and undetermined ...................... . ...... .... ...... 0.06 

J. B. WEEMS, analyst. 

A casual inspection of this analysis shows the limestone to 
be almost absolutely pure and it appears to be of high quality. 

The quarry is located in the lo'west portion of a broad depres
sion which appears to be the site ofa former pond or sinkhole. 
It is a local center of drainage and some trouble with water has 
been encountered. The drif,t ,overburden varies from :five to ten 
feet 'at exposures, but there is a considerable area in which the 
stone probably lies at no great depth beneath the surface. The 
Des Moines and Ruthven division of the Chicago, Rock Island 

* Iowa Geological Su rvey, Vol. IX, p. 132. 
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and Pacific Railway traverses the depression and a switch for
merly extended ,to the quarry. The stone is now hauled one
fourth 'of a mile to the railroad, and alth'Ough the quarry rs in 
constant operation, ,the annual output is small. Excellent di
mension ,stone for aN purposes is afforded. The equipment con
sists 'Of one }arge derrick operated by an engine. The ruins of 
an old lime kiln indicate ,thaJt this industry has formerly been of 
some importance. . 

STORY COUNTY. 

Story county is poorly supplieCi wi,th stone suitable for struct
ural purposes. The Saint Louis limestone affords a limited 
quantity of s'tone adapted to f,ounda60n work and use in the 
rougher gnlJdes -of masonry. The rock is, as a rule, highly ab
sorbent and does not stand frost well. Its earthy buff to gray
buff ,color gives it a dull, somber appearance which increases 
rapidly on exposure 'on account of the readiness with which it 
takes up foreign mrutter. Some quarrying has been done at 
nearly everyone of the outcrops in Ithe county, though in no in
stance does the annual output of 'any single quarry exceed a few 
dozen cords of rough stone. The ledges developed are practi
cally the 'same at all points and are confined to Skunk river 
between B}o'oming'ton and Soper's mill, and ,to Onion creek, a 
tributary of Squaw creek, nOl'ltheast of Ontario. The section ex
posed north 'Of Hannom's mill may be consider'ed a fair average 
:.(or the Skunk river district, and is as follows: 

FEET. 

6. Till, pale yellow; unoxidized and unleached. . . .. ...... ...... 0-6 
5. Till, oxidized to a deep reddish brown and thoroughly 

leached; much weathered limestone and many decayed 
granite bowlders, and numerous, tolerably fresh greenstones 
present.... . ... .... ...... . .... .... .... .... . .... . ..... . .... 1- 3 

4. Limestone, residual; reduced to an iron-stained, cavernous 
chert ..... , '. . .. .. . . . . . . . .. . . .... . . .. . . . . . . ..... . . . . . . . . . . 1 

3. Limestone, arenaceous, where unaltered, a bluish gray, but 
weathering stains it a yellowish brown; not thoroughly 
indurated, though when unweathered presents a massive 
appearance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

2. Sandstone, bluish gray; shaly, presents a fissile character after 
being exposed to the weather, and forms a marked re-
entrant in the quarry face .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

1. Limestone, impure, buff to earthy-yellow , gray-buff when 
unweathered, heavy-bedded, compact; lithographic in part, 
chief quarry stone; exposed. .. ...... . ........... . ......... 8 
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At the Bloomington quarries more of number 1 is exposed. 
Seveml outcrops of rthe Saint Louis may be observed along 

Oni,on creek in section 32, Franklin [township. The beds exposed 
attain a maximum rthiclrness of nearly thirty feet, but are less 
constant in character than their equivalents along Skunk river. 
A composirte se0tion representing the district is as follows: 

FIG . 34-Representative section of Saint Louis limestone, as it appears along Onion creek, 
about four miles northwest of Ames, Iowa. 

FEET. 

7. Drift and soil of variable thickness, in places reduced almost 
to zero, but thickens greatly in the bluffs . .............. ... 1-70 

6. Limestone, thinly bedded and much weathered, stratification 
planes almost entirely eliminated; in places grading upward 
into a residual clay.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

5. Limestone, impure, yellowish brown, or gray-brown, compact 
to earthy, heavy-bedded. . .. .... ... . . .. . ..... . ... ... . . . .. . 7 

4. Limestone, finely arenaceous . and marly, contains beautifully 
preserved mud cracks and ripple marks in places. . .. . . .. . . 2 

3. Sandstone, white to bluish gray, friable; obliquely laminated 
and fissi le; readily undermined hy the creek; not persistent It 

2. Limestone, cherty and concretionary; contains much limonitic 
iron . ...... . . . ... . ............................ . ..... . ..... 2 

1. Sandstone, argillaceous; becomin g shaly helow, exposed . .... 3 
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Number 5 is the principal bed quarried and is very similar 
to the leading quarry rock developed in Ithe I-lannom's mill and 
Bloomington quarries. 

v AN BUREN CO UNTY. 

Gordon thus described the beds of the Saint Louis stage as 
they occur in Van Buren county:* 

"The Saint Louis limestone cons1titutes the uppermos't division 
of the Mississippian, ... and has the greatest superficial extent 
of any of these members in V frn Buren county. It is generally 
overlain by 'the rocl\ls of the Des Moines stage of 'uhe Upper Car
boniferous .... The maximum thickness in VanBuren county 
probably does not exceed ninety feet. 

In lithological characters the rocks composing the formation 
show great variation. In general ,they present a three-fold divis
ion consislbing of (1) bI'oW'll arenaceous and magnesian lime
stone, (2) brecciated limestone, and (3) grey, compact, and 
granular limes1tone. 

Arenaceo-magnesian Beds. The first of these is exposed at 
many place's along the De,s Moines and is especially well devel
oped in Ithe vicinity of Kilbourn and in the bluffs below Keo
sauqua. It consists 'of fine-grained or vesicular magnesian lime
stone in rather heavy ledges, which grade horizontally into a 
more or less dearly marked arenMeous rock chara0terized in 
plfrces as ,a s-andstone. A large percentage of the rock, however, 
is made up of calcareous mrutter, and hence it is more properly 
designated as an arenaceous limestone. It is well developed on 
Price and Bear creeks where it furnishes a very good quality 
of stone for building purposes, and has been quarried quite ex
tensively for plrutes and sills. This bed represents thrut quarried 
at Belfast and Keokuk. It constitutes the upper member of the 
Warslawas originally defined. The arenaceous character is 
confined generally to the lower part of the beds, but on Bear 
creek as well rus elsewhere, sand forms the larger parlt of the 
formation. The magnesian limestone constitutes the most gen
erally recognized phase of the division in the county. When firs,t 
removed from ,the bed, the rock is of a blue or drab color, but it 
soon changes ,to la rusty brown by the oxidrution of the iron 

*Iowa Geological Survey . Vol. IV. p. 214. 
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which it contains .... The magnesian rock occurs in thick, gently 
undulating beds, ailld is dis,tinguished by a more or less concre
tionary structure . ... In places these beds 'are interrupted by the 
brecciated phase which in ,these instances is in direc,t continuity 
with that of ,the overlying bed. The thickness of the arenaceo
magnes1an beds varies from ten to twenty-five feet. 

Brecciated Limestone is a widely recognized phase of the for
maJtion in Iowa. The bed is made up generally of compact and 
granular, grey limes,tones, in sharp ,angular fragments of various 
sizes cemented together by simi],ar calcareous material." 

Near the mouth of Reed creek, the whole 'of an exposure sev
enty-five to eighty feet in height shows brecciation. The lower 
portion r,epresents the arenaceo-magnesian bed and is composed 
of large fragments of rthis limestone wi,th clay filling the inter
stices, while the upper part is made up of the compaet and gran
ular limestone more completely cemented. In the vicinity of 
Keos,auqua, the upper portion of the bed contains more or less 
arenaceous mruterial. This is well marked on the south side of 
the Des Moines above ,the to,wn, where a brown sands,tone ten to 
twenty feet thick replaces nearly the whole brecciated division 
and is overlain by limestone. Two or three miles below, the 
sandstone varies from five .to 'twenty-five feet in thickness and 
rests upon ,the brecciated bed, while it isovedain by the compact 
limestones as shown in the bluffs opposite Keosauqua. 

Quoting 'again from Gordon : 
"The sandstone at Ke'osauqua is decidedly calcareous in 

places, and some'times includes irregular ledges and fragments 
of limestone . . . . The ,thickness of the brecciwted division varies 
from nothing to seventy-five feet . In general, however, it may be 
said to be from ten to twenty feet thick. 

Compact and Granular Limestone. Overlying the brecciated 
limestone in places, and the Keosauqua sands-tone where thai 
formation occurs" is a compact, fine-grained, grey limes-tone 
characterized by having a concholdal fracture, concretions, and 
a consider,able number of fQssi1s .. .. In 'SQme places the compact 
limestone is replaced by a thin-bedded limerock with a marked 
granular structure of,ten cross-bedded .... The limestone of this 
upper division is well developed along Indian creek where the 

29 
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compact variety is quarried quite extensively. The thickness of 
the bed does not exceed fifteen feet." "It is al so quarried at 
Keoslauqua on both sides of the river." 

As pointed out, ,the Saint Lou~s beds have been more exten
sively quarried than the other formations of ,the county. Near 
the Des Moines river in the northwest qllarter of sechon 31, 
Lick Creek township, the Saint Louis beds were formerly opened 
up for quarrying. A few feet of the upper arenaceous limestone 

. has been quarried at Kilbourn and at other points on Lick creek 
but all these openings have been ]ong 'since ,ahandoned. 

The white limestone has been quarried on Thatcher's cr·eek 
on the southeast quarter of section 2, also on the southeast 
quarter of section 1, Des Moines township. .Jus1t e3Jst of the 
town of Keosauqua near the north edge of section 31, twelve to 
fifteen ledges have long been worked for foundat~on and rough 
building stone. 

The Saint Louis beds have been opened up for local use at 
many places along Rock creek in Washington township. Gordon 
(page 220) gives the following sect~on 'rut the mouth of Rock 
creek: 

RO CK CREEK SECTION . 
FEET. 

6. Concealed.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
5. Lim estone, compact, grey; breaking with conchoidal fracture; 

contains abundant brachiopod rem ains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
-1-. Sandstone, brown, quartzose. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
3. Limestone, brecciated, well cemented ............. . ... " . .. . 20 
2. Limestone, hard, b lue, weathering brown; heavily bedded 

and concretionary; sandy at top, at base bluish and 
dolomitic in appearance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

1. Concealed to river level . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 

Total ...... ....... .. . . ... . ........ .. .. .. . ... ... ... . .. . .. . 84 

Number 2 has been quite extensively quarried here for the 
early river improvements. 

Northeast of Bonaparte on Mack creek -and farther south on 
Reed aIIld P'OItter creeks, the sandstone -and brown magnesian 
strruta have been quarried :for use in locks and dams in river im
provement work. The beds 'Work·ed Ion Reed creek afford a s·tone 
which dresses well and has been used also for caps, sills and for 
well and cellar walls. It is said to be much more durable than the 
white limestone under the same conditions. Unlimited quantities 
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of these stra:ta are avaiLable along Potter and Reed creeks, 
where little ,stripping would be neces'sary and the quarries would 
be conveniently 'accessible to the railroad. 

The blue s,and8'tone has been quarried for many years on Bear 
creek in 'section 11, and a more recent opening has been made 
by Perry and Isaac Davis in the northwest corner of section 31, 
Henry ,township. The section 'at ,the latter place is given 
herewith: 

FEET. 

7. Drift, sand and gravel. .................................... :?t-10 
6. Blue-gray' 'soapstone" shale with thin limestone layers in lower 

portion.... ... ... . ...... ..... . .... .... .... ... .. . .. .. ..... . 6 
5. Arenaceous limestone, light brown, to bluish............ .... 2t 
4. Sandy blue magnesian limestone, "sandstone", solid ledge 

which splits readily with chisel parallel to bedding; some 
chert near base. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

3 . Irregularly bedded gray to blue, coarse-grained limestone, 
fossiliferous (bryozoan abundant) . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5+ 

2. "Soapstone," containing chert, to water in creek............ H 
1. White limestone reported to unknown depth... .......... .... H 

Number 6 is plastic and appears free from concretionary mat
ter. The maximum amount of s'tripping, about fifteen feet, is in
dicated in ·the section. Stone is shipped from this qu:arry but 
must be hauled to the railroad at Bentonsport. The sandstone 
gives good satisf1aclion in walls, and dresses well for use in more 
conspicuous and exposed parts of buildings. J OM Gaston has a 
small opening in the same beds one-fi£th ·of a mile south on the 
opposite side of Bear creek. 

A good development of the "sandstone" occurs also in the 
Price quarry on ,a tr,ibutary of Ohequest creek in the ·southwest 
quarter of section 20, Van Buren iownslbip. 

Section six miles northwest of Keos1auqua along a small tribu
tary of Chequest which enters the larger stream from the south
west: 

FEET. 

7. Drift and loess of variable thickness. 
6. Limestone, much weathered and siliceous, certain layers 

weather shaly and are stained red to yellowish brown ..... 2-4 
5. Limestone, blue-gray, evenly bedded and of uniform texture; 

very hard and tough, beds up to thirty inches in thickness.. 4 
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4. Talus slope. 
3. Limestone, gray, vesicular, coarser textured than number 5 

and fossiliferous, partially obscured by talus slope; t hick· 
ness not determined. 

2. Sandstone in heavy ledges, even ly bedded though beds are 
somewhat nndulating; layers smooth enough to be used for 

FEET. 

dimension stone without tooling ... . . .... ... . ............. 10-12 
1. Shale, calcareous to arenaceous, blue-gray, yellow where 

weathered; said to become more shaly below the bed of the 
stream; exposed. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

The sandstone bed range up to three feet in thickness, al
though blocks more than two feet 'thick were not seen in any of 
the sections exposed. It has been used extensively for bridge 
work and other heavy masonry. This stone was used for the 
piers which ,supportt the wagon bridg'e ,across the Des Moines 
river. It yields ,to any kind of stone dressing, is strong and 
withstands weathering influences well. Blocks put in walls or 
piers more than a half century ago still retain the tool marks, 
which appear ,to be as fresh as when ,the blocks were laid. On 
account of lack of transportation facili'ties almost no stone is 
quarried at the present time. 

FIG. 3S-Saint Louis limestone exposed along creek about thr ee miles west 01 Farm i ngton. 
Van Buren county, Iowa. 
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The Saint Louis limestone is well exposed all ,along Ohequest 
creek from ,the middle of Chequest township ,to Pittsburgh. As 
indicated in the above two -seotions the lower portion of the mag
nesian limestone grades locally into a sandstone. 

'Dhe large propo-rtion of the stone used in the southern pa~t of 
the county has come from :the Indian creek quarries wes't of 
Farmington. Outcrops occur along Ithis stream from near its 
mouth to the quarries on the line between 'sections 5 and 32 of 
Farmington township. The quarry in 'sect~on 5 ~s now worked by 
Cyrus Falker and Mark Hornbaker. Limeburning was formerly 
done here. The strata now visible are given: 

FEET. 

8. Loess and drift.... .... .... . . . ... ..... . .. . ..... . .... .... .... )0+ 
7. Limestone, gray, coarsely sub-crystalline, weatbering to a 

friable condition; thin shaly layer at base.... . .... . .. . .... 2t 
6. Limestone, homogeneous and fine-grained, with conchoidal 

fracture above; coarser and more impure below; separated 
into heavy ledges, the upper one 18 inches thick; stone 
traversed by seams of crystalline calcite which in general 
run vertically . ..... . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5t 

5. Obscured.......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3t 
4. Soft shale, gray.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
3. Limestone, heavy ledge; gray, compact, fracture conchoidal, 

irregularly shattered by weathering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2t 
2. Alternating bands of light blue to brown limestone and slaty 

shale.. . ......... .. .. .... ...... . ... . . . ........ .. .... . ... 2 
1. Thin-bedded limestone, to water. . . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. .. .. . . .. .. . 3% 

Only the members above No. 5 have been used. The upper 
three feet of No. 6 make a flair building rock. It is ha~d and 
weathe~s slowly. Ther'e i,s a considerable area on bolth sides of 
the creek where the stone is available w~thoutan excessive 
amount ·of stripping. The beds would afford a good product if 
crushed. The Chicago, Burlington -and Quincy r-ailroad f-ollows 
Indian creek and would ,afford good transportrution facilities . 

Section one 'and 'a half miles west of F,armington, south of 
coal chUite of Chicag-o, Burlington and Quincy railroad: 

FEET. 

6. Loess and wash, rather sandy and iron-stained and mottled 
throughout. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-20 

5. Shale, clayey, blue-gray .... , ...... ... . .... ...... . ..... .... .. 3 
4. Shale, arenaceous, hard, projecting ledge; variable. .... . .... 1-2 
3. Shale as above. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
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F E ET . 

2. Shale, arenaceous, forms a projecting ledge similar to 4, va-
riable . . . .. . .... .. .. . . ... .... ... . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . 1-2 

]. Shale, somewhat variable in texture, varying from plastic and 
gritless to slightly arenaceous; as a rule becomes highly 
p lastic on weathering; evidently fissile, blue-gray to dark 
blue; occasional concretions and geodes present. Exposed 
above creek cbannel about.. ... . ..... . ... ... .... . . ...... .. 8 

About one-half mile farther west a mas'sive sandstone appears 
in ,a cut along :the railroad and bel,ow the railroad bridge ,the 
heavy bedded sandstone may be seen resting on the shales. The 
undercutting of the creek 'has produced and is maintaining an 
escarpmenrt. The bedding planes in :the 'sandsmone are no,t appar
ent 'and ,the beds in the milway cut 'appear to be disturbed. The 
sandstone and ,shales appear :to be ,the equivalents of those ex
posed ,along the Des Moines river belo,w Bel£a:st. 

The ass'ocration of the shaies ,and limes1tones in ,the above sec
tion and the presence of the laJtter but a 'short distance to the 
eastward is fav'orable to their utiliza:tion in the manufa'0ture of 
Por1;l,and .cement. The chemical composition of an average 
sample of the limestone beds exposed in the Falker and Horn
haker quarry and of the blue shale 'expos,ed near ,the mouth of 
Indian creek is ,shown in ,the chemical analysis herewith: 

LIMESTONE SHALE 

Insoluble ..... , ..... . ........... . ........... , ....... 10.14 
Silica (Si0 2) .......... , ........ ,.... .. . . .... . .. ..... . . ... 35.48 
Alumina (AI203) . .................. . ................ 0.90 15.85 
Ferric oxide (Fe203) '" . . . . . . . . . . .. .... ..... . ...... 0.90 5.43 
Lime (CaO) .............................. . ........ . . 49.67 12.56 
Magnesia (MgO) . . . ........................... . . . ... 0 . 18 6.24 
Potash (!CoO) ...... ... . ..... ..... . .... .... ... .... ... 1.59 
Soda (Na20)........................................ 0.26 
Sulphur trioxide (S03) .. , ....... .... .......... ...... 3.36 
C'arbon dioxide (C0 2) . . ................ . . . ...... ... . 
Hygroscopic water (Hyg. HoO) ... , .......... . .... . ,. 0.15 1.88 
Loss by ignition... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 17.14 

WAPELLO CO'GNTY. 

In Wapello county :the represenibatives ,of the Saint Louis 
stage ,that are of economic importance belong Ito the Pella beds, 
the upper division of the formation. Exposures are practically 
confined to the nOI1thwestern part. 'of the county where the beds 
outcrop along the Des Moines valley from Eddyville to Ottumwa, 
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FIG . 36-John Lafferty quarry, Eddyville. 

and on the N ortn and Sou1th A very creeks in the vicinity of 
Dudley. 

Limestone was formerly quarried a:t a number of ·openings 
south .of Eddyville, near the mouth of M·iUer cr·eek. The John 
Lafferty quarry is ,the only one now in .operation. It is located 
on Mmer creek in the ,s,outhwe'st qual'1ter of section 7, Columbia 
township. The seCition exposed hel'1e :for a distance of eight to 
ten rods, is as f.ollows : 

FEET. 

7. Loess and river silt .................................. '" . . . . 5 
6. Residual clay, deep red, plastic. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . 3t 
5 . Residual clay, greenish, calcareous, grading into argillaceous 

lim estone... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . . . . .. 3 
-1. Compact limestone of lithographic texture and separated by 

marly partings; on exposure it becomes badly shattered by 
weathering of partings and vertical jointing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2t 

3. I-Ieavy lim estone bed, highly fossiliferous, upper portion COll-

tains cavities lined with calcite and abundant iron pyrite 
concretions; two ledges , respectively 14 and 22 incbes. . . . . . 3 

2. Shell marl, a few inches . 
1. Close-textured bluish limestone in 4 to 6 inch layers, to base 

of quarry . ..... ....... '" .. . .. . ... . ... . .. ... .... . .. ... . . . . 2t 
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Number 3 sha-pes readily and affords excelLent stone for build
ing purposes and for heavy masonry. 

This quarry supplies Sltone which is used in bridge abutments 
in this and a'djoining counties. The stone is handled by derrick 
and loaded on wagons. Oonsiderable quantities have been 
shipped from Eddyville. There is a triangular terrace area here 
of considerable extent lying between the Des Moines river and 
Miller creek around the borders 'of which the stone outcrops. 
The overburden is probably not more 'than ten or twelve feet at 
any place, and an unlimited supply is ,thus available. 
. At Dudley large quantit}es of rock have been removed just 
west of the Ohicago, Burlington 'and Quincy station, both north 
and south of the 'tracks. Stone is now quarried by Andrew 
Lames on the south side 'of the railr'oad. The following strata 
are shown in the quarry face: 

FEET, 

5. Loess-like silt, underlain with a thin bed of iron-stained gravel 18 
4 , Bluish shale in places . 
3. Limestone, compact but shatters readily on exposure, sepa-

rates in 2 to 3 inch laminre ........ ,. . . . .... . . . .. . .... . .... 2t 
2, Limestone, compact, light brown to blue, fossiliferous in up-

per portion, and contains much iron pyrites. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9t 
1. Blue limestone in thin layers ................................ 18 ·20 

Only number 2 ,is used for building purposes and it furnishes 
good dimension stone, although not so heavy ,as the correspond
ing layer in the Eddyville section. Much crushed stone is pro
duced, the Railroad Oompany using ,the major portion of the 
output. All work in the quarry is by hand. Stone for 'the 
crusher is loaded on small flat cars and drawn by one horse. 
Stripping is done by means of scrapers. 

The T. L. Stevens 'opening is located on Middle Avery creek 
one-half mile south of Dudley. The same strata are to be seen 
as giv'en in ,the section above. They are covered wj!th loess and 
gravel. The iron sulphide concretions are more conspicuous and 
numerous ,than in ,the Lames secltion. 

The Saint Louis beds in this vicinityaff'ord 'a fair grade of 
crushed stone for ballast. The presence of iron pyrite, which 
rapidly weathers and leaves blotches, streaks of iron rust, and 
small cavities in the stone, is a dr,awback to Ithe ext'ensive use of 
number 2, which is otherwise sui<table for building purposes. 
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Without question there i,s more and better stone available in the 
vicinity of Eddyville than at Dudley, but it is in a less accessible 
Location ,at present for railroa:d transporta:tion. 

Limestone has been quarried at sev,eral points in Ottumwa 
and vicinity. It has for many years been taken from the bed of 
the river at Ottumwa during low wa:ter. A new pla:ce is opened 
up and worked out ,e,a:ch season. That portion of the bed of the 
stream which is to be quarried during the 'summer is enclosed by 
an embankmen:t to keep out the wwter. This is constructed of 
barrels filled with clay against which are piled broken stone, 
gravel and sand, until a subs,tantial barrier is built up. About 
six feet of limestone are removed, the upper layers being thin
bedded and the loower ledges three ,to eight inches ,thiclc 

FIG. 37- Quarry in bed of tb e Des Moines river at Ottumwa . 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

'rhe Saint Louis limes1tone occurs ,over a large ,area in the 
southern portion of the county, c'0mprising a strip ranging from 
about five miles in widt'h, on the east boundary, to eleven miles 
on the west. The most important exposures occur along the 
Skunk river 'and near vicinity, in Brighton and Clay townships. 
The principal quarries are looated in the immediate vicinity 'Of 
the town of Brighton. The most valuable ledges quarried here, 
as well as at other poin:ts, belong to the upper member or Pella 
beds. The overburden is usually heavy, ranging from a few feet 
at ,the f'ace in natural outcrops to fifteen 'or twenty feet ·a short 
dis,tance toward the bluffs. There are two main ledges especially 
suitable for bridge stone whioh range from ,sixteen inches to two 
feet in thickness and rest upon two Layers of flagstone. The 
flagstone layers are in ,turn underlain by heavy beds which were 
at one time worked ,by the Chioago, Rock Is}land and Pacific Rail
way Oompany near Brighton. These lower ledges are more or 
les's water-coursed, and the quarry has been abandoned. On the 
west side of the Rock Island tracks, immediately north of town, 
the following }layers were formerly exposed :and quarried: 

FEET. 

7. Soil and drift, variable, thickening rapidly in the bluff .. .. .. 5-15 
6. Marl...... . ... . ..... . ..... ... ....... . ....... . .. .. .......... 2-4 
5. Limestone, in thin layers...... .... . . . . . .... . . . . . . . .... . ... . t 
4. Limestone ledge, bridge stone ... . ....... . . " . .. . ..... . ..... . H 
3. Limestone ledge, bridge stone. .. . .... .... .. .. .. .... .... .... It} 
2. Limestone, flagging and rubble .. .. ...... .... .... .... .. .... t 
1. Limestone, flagging and rubble.... . . . . . . . . .. . . . . ... . . . . .... ± 

Other quarries opened in the immediate neighborhood show 
essentially the -same beds bult in ,slightly different thicknesses. 

About two miles northwest ·of Brighton, a quarry is being 
operruted on the Whitmore place. The beds developed are as 
follows : 

FEET. 

2. Loess and drift up to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
1. Limestone, gray-blue, compact, tough, somewhat fossilifer-

ous; in ledges as follows: 
Top ledge, 8 inches ..... l 
Bridge stone, 20 inches .. I 
Bridge stone, 20 inches .. ~ .. .. . . .. . . . .... . ... .. . .. . 5 
Flagstone, 6 inches . .... : 
F lagstone, 6 inches .... . J 



WASHINGTON COUNTY. 461 

The upper ledges are very much weathered along the joint 
planes, and in pl'aces the blocks 'are reduced to rounded cores 
practically valueless 'though they appear to be as tough and of 
the same color as the unweathered block~. The ledges work 
readily by the feather and wedge method. The flags are some
what rough but appear to be durable. 

The Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railway has used much 
of the stone of the district for bridge purposes. The stone has 
been generally used in the town and county and has been shipped 
in large quantities to adjoining counties. 

The stone quarried in this region is fine-grained, compact, 
breaks with an even to conchoidal fracture, and is of a pleasing 
ash-gray color. It is of good quality, but limited in quantity, as 
only a few ledges are workable, andean be obtained only at great 
expense on account of the excessive overburden. Below are the 
dis,turbed beds of the Verdi which are of little v,alue £or quarry 
purposes. Small quarries have been opened in these beds near 
Verdi, but hav·e long since been abandoned. 

FIG. ~8 - Irregular beds 01 limestone in the Saint Louis, Verdi quarry, Washington county. 
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About three miles south of Wa's'hington on Crooked creek, a 
small quarry has developed the lower magnesian portion of the 
Saint Louis, ,but is of local importance only. 

WEBSTER COUNTY. 

In WebS'ter county the outcrops of the Saint Louis limestone 
worthy of mention are eorrfined to the Des Moines river and im
mediate tributaries, from the no~th line of the county to Fort 
Dodge. A few detached areas are known s'outh of this point 
along the river, and one or ,two small patches occur in the interior 
of the county. The beds comprising the Saint Louis 'are decid
edly heterogeneous in character, varying from a hard, compaC't 
limestone in well developed ledges to ,a structureless, clayey marl, 
and from 'a pure calcium earbonate to a highly magnesian lime
stone. In p}aces a calcareous 'sands,tone appears. The beds 
are usually too deeply buried under the Coal Measures and 
glacial debris to be of interest economically, burt in the vicinity 
of Fort Dodge and northward 'along the river and along So}dier 
creek, considerable areas have been partially stripped of their 
overburden and quarrying made possible. On account 'of the 
lack of persistence and r3!ther indifferent quality of ,the beds, 
quarrying h8!s no:t been, and is not likely to become,an important 
industry in the c'ounty. The stone has been developed at a 
number of points,and a considerable quantity has been used for 
foundations and retaining walls in and about Fort Dodge. A few 
representative sections are given herewith. 

Section 3!t Miller's quarry, near the stone bridge over Soldier 
creek in Fort Dodge: 

FEET. 

7. Soil............. . ..... . .................................... 2 
6. Gravel, fresh, cross-bedded........... ... .... .... ...... .. ... 10 
5. Clay, yeJlow, not jointed, unleached, many limestone pebbles 15 
4. Soil and clay mingled, both unleached, soil dark and contain-

ing many wood fragments... ... .. .. .... .... .... ... ... .. . . Hi 
3 . Sand, uncemented, containing lumps of coal and large pieces 

of wood, in layers varying greatly in color from white to gray 8 
2. Calcareous sandstone, a single layer, very firm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 t 
1. Limestone, layers coarse, often two feet thick, stone of fine, 

even texture, no fossils. . . . . . ..... . . . . . . . . ..... . .... . .. . . . . 25 
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In the creek bed at the foot of this exposure the limestone 
gives place again to calcareous sandstone, the thickness of which 
could not be determined. 

Number 1 in ,the above section is v,ariable, the beds ranging 
from limestone more or less pure, to limestone more or less 
magnesian. The texture also lacks constancy. The terrace on 
the wes1t side of the river from the mouth of Lizard creek 
northward for about two miles is supported by the Saint Louis 
limestone. South of the center of section 7 in Cooper township, 
a go'od 'section may be viewed. The beds are as follows: 

FEET. 

5 . Sand and silt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
4. Limestone, rather heavy-bedded, \'uriablp, with persistent 

chert band near the top .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 
3. Sandstone, cherty in places. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . t 
2. Limestone ledge... .... ........ . ....... ....... .... .... . ..... H 
1. Sandstone, to wat,er level ....... . . .. . ...................... '. H 

While the Jimestones continue to the county line, they are as a 
rule too deeply covered and too far removed fr,omtransporta
tion lines, to merit consideration. Below F 'ori Dodge limestone 
outcrops are unimportant. 

PENNSYL V ANIAN SERIES. 

The Des Moines. 

The Lower Coal Measures are not important in the production 
of quarry products. They consist essentially of shales, shaly 
sandstones, sandstones and oceasional thin bands of limestones. 
The sands,tones, as a rule, are poorly indurated 'and not of pleas
ing color. Occasionally they are sufficiently cemented to be used 
for foundations of unimportant structures and for otiher rough 
masonry. Such deposits usually 'assume a lenticular form and 
are exceedingly variable in texture, color and 's'ta:te of induration 
both horizontally and vertically. The most impo:r:tant lenses 
occur in M1arion, Jasper, WapeUo, Boone and W'ebster counties. 
T,he Red Rock sandstone represents, perhaps, ,one of the best 
known examples :and is described later. The beslt eX'amples of 
the po'S'sibil:ities and also of the limitations of this stone may be 
seen in some of ,the residences along West Grand Avenue in the 
ei:ty of De's' M.oines. Less extensive deposi'ts appear in the Coal 
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Measure outliers in Johnson county, where the s,tone was used 
in some of the oldes,t buildings of the district. 

The limestones are usually more or less argillaceous and have 
not proven satisfactory as a quarry stone. The best examples 
may be seen in Appanoose county. These limestones also afford 
material suitable for the manufacture of lime and have been so 
used to a limitecl extent. 

APPANOOSE COUNTY. 

The Des Moines sltage of the Upper Oarboniferous underlies 
the whole of ~ppanoose county, and consists of shales with sev
eml well defined limest'one horizons of small thickness. The 
principal limestone beds are knowna:s the "float rock," which 
varies from Itwo to four feet in thickness; the "fifty-foot" lime
stone, ranging from four to ten feet; the" seventeen-foot lime
stone," or "little rock," running from one to three feet; the 
"cap rock," showing from two to four feet; and finally the "bot
tom rock," wh~chaJttains a thickness of more than three feet. 
One or more of thes'e beds are exposed at numerous points along 
the various streamways, and 'oftentimes are fairly accessible. 
All are essent~ally non-magnesian, reasonably pure, and occur 
in moderately thick beds. They resist the weather as well as the 
av,erage limestone, but on account of Itheir limited occurrences, 
will never lead to the establishment of ,an important quarry in
dustry. Some quarrying has been done in the vicinity of Center
ville, Milledgeville, land Mystic, mainly from the "fifty-foot 
limestone." Lime of good quality has been burned from the 
same horizon, but both industries have been extinct for 'some 
years. 

The Chariton conglomerate has been exploited in a very small 
way in the vicinity of Moravia, but the openings have long since 
been abandoned, and 'promise nothing for the future. 

DALLAS COUNTY. 

'The Coal Measures underlie the entire county, and are made 
up of :a series of shales,sandstones, and oC0as~onal thin lime
stones and thin seams ,of coaL The shales, greatly predominate. 
Good sections are exposed along all of ,the principal streams. 



DALLAS COUNTY. 465 

The sandstones occur in lenses, and moe be t exposed a}ong the 
Raccoon river. The most important l'enses occur in the vicinity 
of Redfield. As a rule the .'andstones are not well indurated, 
and are of a reddish brown color. At 'a few points, well in
durated beds are available, and have been quarried intermittently 
for more than a quarter of a century. The most important 
quarry sections are given below. 

~ection expos'ed on the southeast quaDter of section 3, Union 
township, about two miles southeast of Redfield: 

FEET. 
5. Drift, of variable thickness. 
4. Sandstone, 80ft, buff, heavily bedded. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 8 
3. Sandstone, blue, compact, hard..... ............ .. . .. .... .. 7 
2. Clay-shales, sandy, blue .. ....... ..... . , ... .... ... ... . ...... 4 
1. Sandstone, exposed to ri ver ..... . , ........... , . .. . ., . ...... 8 

Number 3 is the only rock quarried. At the quarry it has a 
thickness of seven feet, but it thins out rapidly, and ,about thirty 
rods east, it is only one :£:oo't thick. ' The stone is of excellent 
quality, and is scarcely affected by weathering 'agencies. It was 
used extensively in Redfield, and was shipped to Fonda, Waukee, 
and other points on the Spirit Lake branch of the Chicago, Mil
waukee and St. Paul RailWiay. 

The sandstones have been quarried at other points, notably 
near .the mouth of Bulger creek, where ,a nine foo,t ledge of hard, 
well indurated sands't'one appears. A,t the present time, sand
stone is not used, s,ave loc'ally, and ,then in a very small way. 

The limestone bands make up a very small part of the Co'al 
Measure section, and as a rule,possess no commercial value. 
One exception may be mentioned, where the limestone has been 
quarried quite extensively. The section is given below. 

r:Dalbot quarry, 10Ciated on the soU'thwest quaDter of section 29, 
Linn township, about f'our miles northwest of Redfield: 

FEET. 

11. Soil and drift... .... ..... . .... .. .............. .. . ..... . .... 3 
10. Clay, sandy, buff...... . ... .... . . ..... ................. .... 8 
9. Shale, black, fossiliferous.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
8. Coal, with clay parting..................................... Ii 
7. Fire clay .... .... . . .. . ... ...... .... .. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
6. Shale, gray, with lim e concretions'.... .... ... ... .... ... .... . 4 
5. Limestone, hard, compact, blue, fossiliferous above, mostly 

in solid ledges .... .... .. ... ... , ........ . . , ............ . , . 7 
30 
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FEET. 

4. Shale, light gray.. . . . .. .... . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . ... . . . .. . 21 
3. Limestone, gray, brecciated above . . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. H 
l!. Shales, gray, not fully exposed.... . . . . . .. . . . .... . . . . .. . . . .. H 
1. Shale , black, fissile, coaly below. . .... . ...... ..... ........ . H 

DA VIS COUNTY. 

The streams which traverse Davis county are small ,and have 
accomplished l:Uttle towards ·expolsing the rock strata which 
underlie it. A few feet ,of 'the Ooal Measures are to be seen in 
the valley of S'Olap creek, whose course is entirely 'across the 
north edge of 'uhe county. Goal Me,asure slandstone beds belong
ing to the Des M'oines stage of the Upper Carboniferous appear 
at water level at interV'als along Ithis s,tream in 1'he vicinity of 
Oarbon where it is locally used for foundation ma!tenal. It]S 
of no value for fine work but constitutes, so f.ar as is known, the 
sole building stone reSOUl~ce of Davis county. 

GUTHRIE COUNTY. 

The Des Moines strata furnish some sandstone and limestone 
that aTe found of service locally in 'the eastern part of Guthrie 
county. A gray S'ands:tone belonging ,to ,the Co'al Measure'S has 
been quarried on a 'small sCJale at Panora. The usable beds of 
this stage are thin and s'o 'associ'aJted with argillaceous strata 
that they ,are very seldom worked f'or building lS'tone ,alone. 

HARDIN COUNTY . 

In Hardin county Ithe Ooal Measures are represented by an 
upper heavy-bedded, ferruginous sandstone which often presents 
conglomeratic to concretionary facies land is cross-bedded 
throughout; ,and by a lower shale which carries some coal and 
often contains Ihighly calcareous, fossiliferous ledges. The main 
body of the s'andstone is dissected by the Iowa river, which forms 
a gorge extending fr'om Xeni'a 'to Steambo'ai Rock. The sand
stone reaches its maximum development in 'uhe vicinity of Eldora 
where it attains a thiclmess of eighty feet. The Eld'Ora section 
is 'as f,ollows: 
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PLATE LIX-Des Moines Sandstone quarries west of Amana, Iowa county , Iowa (Calvin). 
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IOWA COUNTY. 

ELDORA SECTION . 

FEET. 

7. Drift (on the face of the scarp) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-3 
6. Sandstone, weathered and shattered; ferruginous, conglom-

eratic and concretionary; quartz pebbles ranging up to a 
third of an inch are common. False hedded through-
out; some fossil wood fragments present... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 

5. Sandstone, heavy-bedded.................... .............. 10 
4. Talus slope. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
3. Shale, carbonaceous. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1 
2. Shale, light colored above and yariegated below. . . . . . .. .... 20 
1. Kinderhook limestone (top about ten feet above the water 

level)... .... .. .... ...................................... 6 
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The Eldora sandstone has been used to 'a certain eX'tent in the 
foundations 'Of numer'ous structures in anda!bout Steamboat 
Rock, Eldora land Xeni'a, but at the present time none of the 
quarries are operated, save intermittently .and then only 'on a 
small scale. The stone is extremely variable in texture, struc
ture, ,and state of indurrutron, and ,these f,actors, taken with its 
dark red-brown to yellow-brown col,or, make i,t certain that it 
never will be popular 'aJS a structural material. Vast quantitieE" 
are available and easily accessible, and when ,the stone is care
fully selected it gives good service in the less imposing struc
tures. Its use might be 's'afely and profitably extended in back
ing walls faced with more expensive ma!terials. 

IOWA COUNTY. 

Small Coal Measure outliers occur in Iowa county, the most 
conspicuous member of which is the usual varrable s,andstone. 
Several decades ago these beds were developed quite extensively 
by ,the several villages belonging to the Amana Society. Some of 
the oldest and most important buildings in these communities 
were constructed ,of ,these variable sandstones. The Amana 
store and the Amana ehurch were built in 1862 llind 1863 re
spectively, using the local stone, and bo,th are in good repair. 
The store front was builtt of ·a red-brown sandstone obtained 
from a quarry about one and a half miles north 'of town, while a 
yellow-brown sandstone, said to have been obtained from a 
quarry ·equally distant northwest of town, was used in the sides 
and back walls. Other quarries were developed to the eas'tw,ard 



470 GEOLOGY OF IOWA QUARRY PRODUCTS. 

and westward 'of these and used in the construction of the older 
buildings. 

While some stone has been produced and used of late years for 
foundations and rough masonry purposes, no stone buildings 
have been constructed of the local m3Jterial during the past 
quarter of a century. Alt the present time the old openings are 
much obscured by talus slopes. The stone avail-able is very simi
lar to that exposed in 'olther border counties belonging to the 
same horizon. It is a sands:tone, highly Vlari.able in color, texture, 
structure and state of induI'3Jbon. The prev'ailing colors are 
shades of yellow and brown combined with red; yellowish and 
reddish brown predominating. Texturally the stone ~s usually 
fine to medium grained, but occasionally shows a conglomeratic 
facies. Stn10turally the stone varies from a thinly bedded sand
stone, with bedding planes fairly well defined, to a massive and 
imperfectly bedded deposit. False bedding ~s oftentimes very 
evident. As a rule it is imperfectly indura:ted, but appears to 
harden considerably on exposure. It varies fr'om a very friable 
to a fairly compa(~t stone. The deeper colored S'tone is usually 
the more highly indura'ted. The dur,aJbility is ,sufficiently 'aJt
tested in the well-preserved buildings, where it has been exposed 
to the elements for almost 'half a century. As in :the cruse 'of other 
Coal Measure sandstones, ilts color is not pleasing, and its other 
properties are not sufficiently constant to commend it to the 
public. In quarrying the stripping increases rapidly from the 
natural 'outcrops ,and the percentage '0:£ usable stone is 'small, 
bOlth of which factors contribute to the expense of production. 
While this v,ar:i!able sands'tone has served a useful purpose in the 
early history of 'the communities, irt ha's been displaced almost 
wholly by st'one from ,other points, notably Stone City, which 
can be more cheaply quarried. 

JASPER COUNTY. 

All of the P,aleozoic rocks exposed in J I3Jsper county belong to 
the Des Moines stage of the Upper Carboniferous series. They 
cover the entire county, with the exception ,of a small triangular 
area of Kinderhook in the extreme northeaS't corner, and consist 
of interstr3Jtified shales, s,andsi;ones, coal and occasional thin beds 
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of limestone. However, their character varies rapidly from p1ace 
to place. The shales are prevailingly sandy and grade laterally 
into argillaceous s,ands-t-ones. The sands'tone layers are in places 
calcareous ,arnd, especially in connection with ce:ri:lain coal seams, 
pass into arenaceous limestones. Lim estones of the darker col
ored v,ariety occur as lenses and concretionary mas'ses in some 
of the coal basins. 

In Jasper county 17he rocks 'Of the Des Moines stage 'are 'almost 
universally covered with drift. Exposures lare not numerous, as 
a rule, but are flound fairly well distributed over the southern 
half of the county. Although It'he best sections lare to be observed 
al'ong stream ways, na'tuml outcrops are not lacking over the 
upllands 'aw,ay from the 'streams. 

Sandstone from the coal-bearing strata 'has been quarried at 
three known localities: section 34, De:s Moines township; in a 
r,ailroad cut in section 30, Fairview; and two miles a,bov'e Lynn
ville, in the valley 'of North Skunk river. A:t the latter pla{',e only 
is qUiarrying at present 0arried on in the county. The exact loca
tion is ;17he northeast quarter 'of the northerus't quarter of section 
34, Richland township. The quarry seetion at tlhis poin1t is as 
follows: 

FEET. 

5. Weathered shale .. .. , . . ..... . ... . . ... . , .. , ..... ... . .. ,...... 5 
4. White sandstone, soft, grading downwards into pink, brown 

and red....... .... ......... ............ ... ... ... ...... .. .. 5! 
3. Plastic, white clay ..... . . . . ..... . ....... .. ... '" ~ " . . . . ... .. ~ 

2. Sandstone, red to brown, compact; containing many small 
cavities lined with plastic clay, or containing pulverulent, 
red ocher. Micaceous, with fossil lepidodendrons ... , . .. .. 15 

1. Carbonaceous shale. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H 

The total ,thickness of s'alablestone is in number 2, fifteen feet. 
It is evident that considerable stripping of the 'ov,erlying shales 
is required. The quarry is worked by Wimam N OI1thcuut. Three 
hundred perches per year is ,the outpu:t. The stone is dumble, 
and supplies the local demand for cellar and founda:tion wlalls. 

RED ROCK SANDSTONE. 

This formation is included in the Des Moines stage of the 
Upper Carboniferous, but it may be diff,erentiJated from the 
Coal Measures proper bec'ause of its uniformirt;y, and the some
what unique relation which i,t appears ,to bear to the other mem-
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bers of the series. In J1rusper county it occupies a narrow 
elongated area coinciding in direction and corresponding in 
width with the territory coveI"ed by it in Marion CO-TInty. The 
geneml trend is northeast-southwest, and in width it averages 
two and one-half to -three miles, tapering to {the northward. 

Outcrops of ,this rock are to be seen ,at various points near 
Reasnor, on both sides of the Skunk river ; along Buck creek; on 
Elk creek near Murphy; along North Skunk river in the vicinity 
of Kellogg; land 'On Rock creek in se<Ytions 9, 16 and 17 of Rock 
Oreek township. 

Quarrying has been done ,at several points in the cOlmty in the 
belt of Red Rock sandstone, which aff-ords the only extensive 
depos]ts of building stone in {the county. 

In section 17, Rock Oreek township, ,the old M'organ quarry, 
on the ]rand of G. M. Henning, was opened over forty years ago. 
A f'ace twelve feet in height is exposed, consisting of a heavy bed 
of brown stone separated by ItwO feet of shattered rock from a 
four foo,t s,tratum 'Of compact, reddish-bI"own sandstone. Simil,ar 
strata have been worked both above and below this quarry in the 
valley of Rock creek 'and its branches. 

One mile east of KeHogg the brown slandstone has been quar
ried quite extensively in the past by the Ohicago, Rock Island 
and Placific Railroad Oompany. Fifteen feet of the sandstone 
are open to view. Large plans appear to have been made here 
for the development of these quarries, but no work has been done 
for years. 

On the hill slope -a s'hort distance north of the town of Reasnor, 
fourteen feet of the sands,tone may be ohserved in a small 
quarry; the prevailing coIror is brown, approal0hing a red in 
places. The sand grains are 'rut ,times so coarse and irregular in 
size as to give the rock a finel.\' conglomeratic texture. Many 
of the l,argest grains 'are of la jaspery natur-e, ,and some, ap
proaching a pebble in size, ,appear to be fragments 'of an earlier 
sandstone. Oross-bedding is not uncommon. The base of this 
exposure is ,about sixty feet above the flood plain. In detail, 
this section is as follows: 
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FEET. 

7. Loess, becoming fine sand on the hill-top. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
6. Buff sandstone, micaceous.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .... . . t 
5 . Brown sandstone, cross-bedded........ .. ............ ........ 2 
4. Heavy-bedded sandstone, conglomeratic............. ...... ... 2t 
3. Laminated, red and gray sandstone, cross-bedded.. . . . . . . . . . . H 
2. H eavy bed of brown sandstone, containing fe rruginous, some-

times hollow nodules. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4t 
1. Like No . 2, to base of quarry.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .............. 3 

In the norbhwes:t quarter ·of section 21, Buena Vis:ta ·township, 
on Elk creek, there is exposed in two small quarries a 'maximum 
thickness of twenty-Itwo f·eet 'of the slandstone. It exhibits the 
same characters as in former secltions as to bedding and color. 
Some of the red is to be seen but the br-own variety prevail:s. In 
the Lanphelar quarry -the jlaspery, quartzitic bands -are qui'te pro
nounced, las are also the spher'oiJdal nodules. The Latter fre
quently cons]s't 'of 00ncentric, ferruginous -shells between which 
sandstone is intercalated. The gr·e!atest thickness of beds is 
fOlmd in the old Dooley qururry, where Ithe ferruginous bands 
appear -as firm crusts 'of Isiliceous limonite, separating the major 
beds 'of the section. The rock is coarse in texture, fr1able, and 
varies in color fl~om gray Ito deep red. All ;the layers seem to 
be thoroughly impregnated with iron oxide. 

One mile south of Reasnor, at "Slnony Point," the brown 
sandstone hrus been quarried in the prust. 

The most extensive quarrying operations in the county were 
formerly carried on at the -old Kemper quarry in section 8, 
Fairview township. The rock was quite widely known as the 
Monroe red 'sandstone, alJthough both red and brown sltone were 
taken out. Jolin Reinhart t-ook st'one from her-e forty years lago, 
and worked the quarry :l'or twenty-five years. E. G. Kemper 
produced, in seven or eight years of his possession, some cut 
and dressed stone, 'and at one time employed a's many as twenty 
men. Gonsidenable sitone was shipped. The present owner, 
A. Herwehe, has put out very lit:t1e stone in the last two years, 
although Ithere is a fair demand locally. 

Mr. B. L. Miller'~ h:rus briefly described this quarry exposure 
as f,oUows: 

* Geology of Marion county, Ann . Rep. Iowa Geol. Surv., Vol. XI, p. 159, 1900. 



GEOLOGY OF IOWA QUARRY PHODUCTS. 

F IG. 39-Herwehe quarry in Red Rock Sandstone. Northwest quarter of section 8, Fairview 
township, Jasper county, cross-bedding is conspicuous throughout the section. 

FEET. 

4. Soi l....... . ... . ........................... .. ... . .......... . . 1 
3. Weathered, brown sandstone................ ................ . 9 
2. Heavy beds, yellow-gray, variegated.... . . .. ... .... .. . . . . ... .. 10 
1. Dark red sandstone, heavy bedded.. . .. . .. .......... . ..... . . . 8 

Two small quarries ape opened here and both the brown and 
the red stone have been iJalmn out. Cross-bedding is very con
spicuous in the upper pa~t of the section. The change in color 
is gradual from the top downwards, and appears to be due to the 
degree of lelliching and hydraItion 'Which the rock has undergone. 
Chemical teslts of the 'brown sandstone show a loss on ignition 
of 3.8 per cent, 'and 16.27 per cent of iron 'and aluminum oxides. 
The dark variety pulverizes to a deep red 'and 'ocherous powder, 
and anal~vzes 3].5 per cent Fe20~ . Alt 'one point in secti.on 21 
of Fairview township a weathered outcrop of the red s,tone 
occurs from which the resulting ocherous iron oxide hlliS been 
taken for mineral paint. In places in both the red and brown 
sandstone, bands or nodules of a dense, flinty charllicter occur, 
which appear to be (']uartzitic in nature and origin. 
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The following description of the sands,tone points out its chief 
characteristics :* 

"It is a moderaJtely coarse-grained ,stone, with some ~ange 'Of 
color and textur,e and corresponds in gener,al with the Red Rock 
stone which has been more widely marketed . As will be 
seen from the test's, it is an eX'cellent 'stone and might be used to 
adv,antage in all structures simil,ar to those in which brown stone 
has been used s'o extensively in the east. Under the microseope 
it ,seems to be made up ,of rwther coarse and rounded grains of 
quartz cemented by a matrix of red-brown, iron-'stained mate
ri.al which, judging from the analysi,s, is l,argely ferric oxides, 
bu1/; contains also some ,aluminous mwterial. The sand grains are 
rarely in c'Ontact; the interstitial :areas being usually as l,arge 
as the cross-section 'of !the individual gmins." 

The chemical analysis 'of this stone as given on page 412 of 
Dr. Bain's paper, is as foHows: 

Si0 2 •••• ••• •••••• •••• •••••••• . •••••••••••••.•••••• •• •• 84.35 per cent. 
AI 2 0 3 •••••••••••••••• , • .•••. . ••. , . , .••••.•. , . •••••• ••• 8.62" " 
FeO+Fe 2 0 3 .. .. .. .. .. .. ...... . .. . .. .. . . . .............. 5.59 " 
CaO .. . ........................... , .... , .... , , . . , .... , . . , .88 " 
H 20+loss ............. .. .... , .. .. .. .. . . . . .. .. .. . . .. ... .43 " 

'rhe Red Rock sandstone constitutes the moslt important source 
of building stone in the county. There are unlimited quantities 
available and it merits a much wider use than it has 'at pr,esent. 

LUCAS COUNTY . 

The country rock 'Of Lucas county belongs entirely to the Ooal 
Measures. The fo'rmrution consi'stsalmost wholly of shales ,with 
seams of co'al and accompanying beds of fire clay. Occasional 
thin bands of dark bluish limestone and modeI1ate thicknesses of 
sandstone are found ,wssoci1aited wiJth the heavy beds of shale . . 

In Pleasant township, near ,the northea&t corner of the county, 
ten to fifteen feet of a coarse, grayish blue 's'ands:tone outcrop 
along Flint creek. Quarrying to any extent has nOlt been done, 
but the beds are aViailable alt 'a number of points along this 
stream and its tributaries. On 'a branch 'of the L~ttle White
breast in the northeas't quarter of Isection 32, English ,township, 

°H. F. Bain: Ann. Rep. Iowa Geol. Surv. , Vol. VIII, p. 398. 
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a so:fit yellow sandstone ,occurs associated with biltuminous shales 
and has been quarried in years past. 

Upper Coal Measure beds may be seen on Long Br,a:nch in the 
northwest quarter of section 3 of English township, 'Where lime
stone quarries were f'ormerly worked. The beds consirst of about 
four feet of light gray overlain with buff limest'one, s'eparated 
in ledges by caloareous ,shaly parting,s. The 'stone is s,aid to pro
duce ,a high grade ,of quick-lime 'and has been used for this pur
pose. Limestone Ihas also been quarried and burned for lime 
on the Little WhitebreaS1t two miles northeast ,of Chariton. 

On the whole, :the building sltone resources of Luoas county are 
very limited, the valuable beds being in general so associated 
with other sedimentary strata as to render their utilization im
possible. 

MARION COUNTY. 

Extensive beds of sandstone occur in the Coal Measures of 
Marion county. The most importtant deposit,s 'are found in the 
vicinity of Red Rock along the Des 'Morines river. One-half mile 
northwest of the 'town a Large quarry has been opened, the main 
face of which is thirty to f'Orty rods in length. There is a maxi
mum Ithickness of 100 feet of beds here exposed. The stone was 
channeled, by which method of quarrying blocks of almost any 
desrired dimensions 'Were obtainable. The sandstone separates in 
ledges five to six feet in thickness. Quarrying operations were 
formerly carried 'on here on an extensive scale. A switch was 
connected with the W,abash ,at CordoVla 'and the product was 
shipped to points along this line from Des Moines to St. Louis. 
The quarries have been worked only intermittently during the 
past ten years and are now practically 'abandoned. 

The sandstone appears to form 'an elongated lens about ten 
miles in length and three miles wide. The 10nger diameter of 
the lens extends in a northeast-southwest dil'ection. From tihe 
maximum thickness of over 100 feet attained by the beds, ,they 
thin rapidly. The higher portions of the sandstone ridge have a 
light ,overburden of loess, but this attains consideraJble thickness 
on either flank. The rock is massive and the heavy beds are 
practically free from joint planes. The sandstone is imperfectly 
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indurated, varying in hardnes's from exceedingly friable to al
mO'st quartzjttie. The color is also variable, ranging from almost 
white <Or pale yellow ,to deep shades of red and brown. In s'ome 
of the beds the coloring matter is irregularly dis,tributed pro
ducing a blo,tchy 'or mottled effect. The prevailing Clements are 
1;Ihe oxides of iron and ,silica, although the upper beds are some
what calcareous. While predominantly soft, the Red Rock stone 
resists weathering well and may be rated ,as fairly durable. 

MARSHALL COUNTY. 

The CO'al Measures in Marshall county consist chiefly of shales 
with occasional beds 'of sandstone. A heavy bed of sandstone 
appears in Timber Creek [towll'ship, ,and has been developed to a 
limited exten:t. Quarries have been 'Opened on sections 8 ,and 9, 
and stone suiJtable for the rougher grades of masonry has been 
produced. The sandstone is reddish brown in color, and appar
ently durable. It exhibits ,a conglomerate f,acies in part. Well 
poli'shed grains of sand and gravel are Ilaid in a matrix of ferric 
oxide. S.ome of the iron oxide is found in the form of small 
noduLes which frequently are hollow and possess the concentric 
structure peculi,ar to concretions. The impre,ssions of trunks 
and branches of 'trees which have retained their woody texture 
in a remarkable degree, aHhough ,their original organic sub
stance has been entirely replaced by mineI'lal ma!tter, occur 
throughout the beds. In some instances, a pulverulent ash sur
rounded by a highly ferruginous shield is all th:~t remains. One 
case exhibited a central core of very hard material, ,almost 
qn:artziJtic, around which was a zone 'Of wood fibre, and 'sur
rounding all, 'a concentric, ferruginous ghield. All of the stems 
are in a recumbent pO'sition. 

At the present ,time only the upper layers have been exploited. 
The lower beds ,are more regular and aff,ord a stone suitable for 
building ,and trimming. 

MUSCATINE COUNTY. 

The Des Moines stage of the Coal Measures occurs in 'a narrow 
outlier along the Mississippi river about five miles in width and 
extending from Sco'tt county ,to ,a point about three miles west 
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of the oity of Museatine. The beds which repr,esent the Des 
Moines :are Largely mechanically depo'sited sediments, ranging 
from co'arse conglomer:ates to fine ,shales land fire clays, with un
important seams of argillaceous limestone 'and cO'ai. The sland
stones constitute the most important beds ,and 'occur in r,ather 
thick lenses. They are v,ariable in texture, colol1ation and state 
of induration. On !account of their inconstancy they are not as 
highly prized for 'sltructural purpo,ses as might otherwise be the 
case. They have been used quite extensively in the pas:t for 
foundations, retaining walls, ;andotherstructu~al purposes. At 
the present ,time, but lrttlesandstone is being quarried in the 
county. The principal quarries 'are located 'on the W,est branch 
of Pine creek in Montpelier township, on section 21 intJhe river 
bluff in Sweetland township, and ,on Lowes river in section 32, 
Blo'omington township. The quarry stone aJttains a thickness of 
sixty feet rin the first quarry, is in heavy beds up to four feet 
in ,thickness, is rather :fine gI1ained, ,and is ,char:acterized by pecu
liar, wavy, ferruginous hands, probably due to infiltration of 
iron. 

In the second quarry, the heds ,area Htltle CQarser in texture, 
but otherwise s,imilar to those in the first, while ,tho'se quarried 
on Lowes river lare less ferruginous and as la consequence, 
lighter in color, with occasional darker Lay'ers. 

POLK COUNTY. 

The Coal Me,asures I3!S developed in Polk county eomprise 
shales, argillaceous limestone, ,sandstone and occasional cQal 
seams. The argillaceous depO'sits greatly predominwte. The 
sandstones are "Usually imperfectly inrdur.ated, while the lime
sltones occur only in thin beds or as "Cap-rock," and neither 
aff'O'rds any <lonsiderable amount 'of ma>terial ,suitable for struc
tural purposes. The ,sands,tones have been quarried to some 
extent but ,are not used in important structures. The sandstone 
beds exposed at the foot of Oapitol Hill have probably been 
more extensively developed than lany other in the county and are 
s'aid to have supplied material for the walls of old F ,ort Des 
Moines. The beds are exceedingly V'ariable in <loLor, 'teX'ture and 
hardneS's 'and a~e easily accessible. The county muslt depend 
upono,ther 'sources f'0r 's,tructur,al matedalls. 
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WAYNE COUNTY. 

Exposur-es of the underlying rocks ,are very scarce in Wayne 
('oun'ty. 'The Des Moines 'stage of rthe Goal Mea;sur'es 'occupies 
the major portion of its area. Stone suitable for quarrying is 
known to occur only along the sourth fork -of the Chariton river 
near the east edge of the county. A 'small ,amount of rock has 
been ,taken out on :the £arm of Mr. 'TIalkington in the northMst 
quarter 'Of the southwest qua~ter 'of sect~on 36, Wright township. 
Four feet of gray fossiliferous limestone are exposed, over1ain 
with fifteen to twenty feet of drift. r:Dhe stone ]s tI'iaversed by 
veinlets -of calcite and separates into thin laminreon exposure. 
The same bed has been w'Orlmd ,a't -a few points f,arther up the 
river and over the line in Appanoose county. It can be of little 
importance except locally. 

WEBSTER COUNTY. 

The Des Moines river and its immediate tributaries have ex
po'sed heavy beds of sandstone at ,seveI1al points in the county . 
.A!s a rule these beds are composed of IDrussive, friable sandstone 
oftentimes 'strongly pyritic 'or maroositic. The presence of 
these ingredients causes the stone to disintegrate rapidly 'On 
exposure while their presence in small quranti,ty in a finely 
divided state produces discoloration of the -exposed ,surface. 

Sever-al quarries have been 'opened and oper,ated -at various 
times. The most important one is 10C!ated in the northwest 
quarter 'Of the nOTltheast quarter 'of section 14, township 88 north, 
range XXVIII weS't. The quarry is located in a small ravine 
where the rock i's naturally exposed. An raverage ,section through 
the quarry race shoW's the following beds: 

FEET. 

3. Soil and drift. . .. .. . . .. .. .. . . .. . . . . . .. .. .. .. . . .. . . .. .. . . 10-15 
2. Shale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. ..... . 2-3 
1. Sandstone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

The sandstone is probably much thicker, but it has not been 
quarried below the bottom of :the ravine. It is ferruginous and 
contains many selenite scales which J.ook like mica. Even in a 
given layer the stone v,aries often in color and braI1dness. The 
colors are various shades of red. Some layers are practically 
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useless for building purposes because they contain many small 
iron concretions. At certain points in the quarry the rock at
tains a f.air ,degree of hardness. The layers are of a desir,able 
thicknes-s, varying from six inches to two feet. J ointing is im
perfect, but sufficiently well developed to render quarrying easy. 
Some years 'ago the quarry was well equipped with -s,team der
ricks, and a side track gave good shipping facilities, but at 
present it is not operated. The product is known commercially 
as the Albee sandstone, ,and at one time this was ,the most exten
sive sands,tone quarry in the state. 

Sandstone quarries have been opened at other points in the 
county. In Fort Dodge some stone of fair quality has been taken 
out. North of the city the sandstone layers appear to be better 
cemented but have not been developed to any extent. 

The Missouri. 

The Missouri stage of the Upper Carboniferous is m3ide up 
largely of off-shore deposits in which shales greatly predomi
na;te. Interbedded with the shales are a series of thin limestone 
layers varying from a few inches to twenty or even thirty fee1t in 
thickness, ,and persistent over considerable areas in the south
western portion of ,the state. These limestones are usually quite 
free from such impurities as magnesia and pyrite, but they often 
display 'a decided tendency to become argiUaceous. The ledges 
constituting the more important limestone zones are usually sep
ara;ted by clay partings, varying from a fracti'on of an inch to 
a few inches in -thickness. The mos,t important horizons belong 
to the Bethany sub-stage and are named 'after localities where 
they are typically.,exposed. From the base upwards the princi
pal limestone members ,are as follows: 1, :the Fragmental lime
stone, typically dev,eloped lat Bethany, Missouri; 2, the Earlham 
limestone; 3, the Winterset limestone; 4, the DeKalb limestone; 
and 5, the Westerville limestone, from the town of the same name 
in Union county. 

A sixth limestone horizon f,ar above the strata of ,the Bethany, 
may for pr,esent purpo'ses be designated the Stennett limestone. 
It is typically developed at Stennett in Montg,omery county, and 
is believed to be present in the :adjoining counties. The second 
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,and third members are by far the most important and have been 
extensively developed 'at a number of points, n01tably at Earlham, 
Winterset and Peru in Madison C'ounty. The stone representing 
the diff.erent ho'rizons varies considerably in weather-resisting 
properties but when properly selected, excellent material can be, 
secured for all sorts of structural purposes. 

ADAIR COUNTY. 

Adair county is included within ,the area in which the Missouri 
strata are believed to be the country rock. Cretaceous beds prob
ably overlie in part the Carboniferous rocks in the western part 
of the county but the all but universal eoncealment of the in
durated s,trata by the Loess ,and glacial bowlder cLays renders 
aoouraie data difficult to secure. The shales and more calcareo-' 
argillaceous beds of the Des Moines stage of this series are be
lieved ,also to appear beneath the fragmental beds 'of the Bethany 
at a few points on Middle river,at.ong which the only quarry 
opeDations known in the county are carried on. 

A well marked limestone horizon with associated beds outcrops 
on Middle river and its small tributaries where it crosses the 
northeast corner ,of Brown township. Below Howe, in sections 
11 and 12, on a small branch fr,om ,the southwest, qui,te extensiv'e 
quarrying has been done. The openings are on the land 'of Mr. 
W. P. Perry and stone has been taken out for over twenty years. 
The £oUowing sectron may be observed in the northwe'st corner 
of section 12, close to ,the confluence of the above tributary and 
Middle river: 

FEET. 

10. Soil, loess, and drift conglomerate containing Cretaceous ma-
terials . . . . .. .. .. .. . .. .. ... . ........... . ........ .. ......... 7 

9. Limestone, broken into blocks which are rounded by weather
ing and solution; buff in color, fossiliferous, narrow band of 
chert in residual clay, both above and below.... . . ......... I t 

8. Limestone like No.9 with two inch cherty clay residue below.. t 
7. Limestone, firm ledge somewhat hroken, by weathering; 

marked tendency to separation into hlocks hy vertical joints ! 
6. Shaly limestone, chert bearing, by weathering forms a reen-

trant in the quarry face. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. l-fi 
5. Forms limestone ledge, persistent. . . . . ... . .... . . . . .... . . .. .... t 
4. Shaly limestone, blue to gray where unweathered, but iron

stained at crop; persistent and forms a conspicuous reen-
trant . ... .... .... ...... .... .... . . .... .. . . ... . .... .... ...... Ii 

31 
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3. Limestone, light brown, compact; has tendency to dissolve 
along joints to form caverns. At its base is a heavy band of 
chert which in places is pulverulent and white ........ , .. .. . 

2. Limestone, cavernous, with tendency to jointing, separated as 
a rule by thin shaly partings into three distinct ledges, 5, 10 
and 9 inches in thickness .. ..... . .... ... ................... . . 

1. Regularly bedded, compact, brown to bluish limestone in 6 
inch to one foot ledges, commonly separated by thin, brown 
clay partings, contains occasional chert nodules near the top; 
highly fossiliferous throughout to base of exposure . . .... ... . 

FE IIT . 

7 
f1l 

2! 

5 

Stone has been taken out along a quarry f,ace four to five hun
dr,ed feet in length, the work being apparently limited by the 
heavy stripping. The hase of the present exposure is about 
fifteen feet 'above Middle river. The lowest bed rests on earthy 
and carbonaceous shales, the contact being marked by numerous 
springs and seeps. 

The best stone comes from numbers 8 and 9 near the top and 
from the basal member of ,the section. Number l tespecially af
fords excellent dimension material of any desired thicknelss. The 
output .of this and neighboring quarries 1S used to a large eX'tent 
locally for foundations, and for this purpose it is also naul'ed to 
Stuart and Greenfield. 

To the south of the branch, and but fifteen to twenty rods dis
tant from the foregoing, the same layers are worked. The beds 
.outcrop also west of the road in section 11, where some quarry
ing is done. To the eastward, along the 'south side of Middle 
river, the limestone forms a terrace which is not deeply covered 
and where any quantity of stone is available. 

Stone is als'o quarried in the ,southwest quarter of this s'ame 
section, on the f,arm of Mr. J as. Chambers. In the main the beds 
can ,be correlated with those of the Perry quarry section although 
the overburden is not so great aDJd would prove less of a hin
drance ,to development. 

The Missouri bedsoutcr'op at rare but gradually increasing 
intervals southeas'tward along the Middle river to its exit into 
Madison county. They are quarried lat 'a few points in Harris'on 
townShip. At, and in the vicimty of the mill dam lat Port Union, 
the following succession of 'strata can be made 011t: 
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FEET. 

12. Shelly, fossiliferous limestone to be seen one-eighth mile 
above the dam in the hillside where rock has been quarried. ? 

11. Firm ledges, good building limestone, to be seen at same 
place .......... .... ........ . .... . ... .. ....... .. .. . . .. . ....... 3-4 

10. Limestone breccia, containing angular pieces of compact lime
stone of a maximum :size of 2 to 3 inches; tbere are occa
sional fragments of dark cbert in a soft limestone matrix. 
Conspicuous in billside 20 rods above site of dam. . . . . . . . . . . ? 

9. Ocherous red and purplish weathered sbale, in view.... .... . 2t 
8. Shelly lim estone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ? 
7. Solid ledge compact, durable limestone forming a shelf over 

underlying sbale, at south end of dam at level of water in 
pond .. _0 ..... ••....... . ..... ......... 0 . ...••..• 0.......... ~ 

6. Gray shale with nodules and streaks of hard limestone, cylin-
drical forms, apparently vegetal remains. .. .... .. . .. .. ..... It 

5. Bluish limestone capped with thin layer composed almost en-
tirely of well preserved brachiopod remains . . . . . ...... . .. . . . t 

4. Dark blue, clean shale. . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. ... ....... .... .. .. .... 2 
3. Brownish, cavernous limestone, not persistent... . ... . . ... . .. t 
2. Black, slaty shale ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . It 
1. Shelly limestone, breaking into nodular flakes and lenses on 

exposure; in bed of stream below dam where it cau~es a low 
falls . Known in excavation for mill wheel to consist of two 
12 inch layers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Below is a "gummy" clay or soapstone whicb is practically im
penetrable to tbe churn drill. 

483 

At all points 'Observed, these strata occur beneath great Ithick
nesses of glacial deposits. The limestone members of ,the sec,tion 
have afforded building materi,al but their exploitation is of ne
cessity limited. The beds above the fragmental limestone, num
ber 10, are said to be quarried for local use on the farm of 
Robert Murphy on Middle river near the east county line, and at 
other points in this vicinity. 

The two ,s·ec:tions given Ia:bove 'appear to include the basal mem
bers of the Missouri ,and the upper strata of ,the Des Moines 
s'tage, if regarded alone on stratigraphic position and lithologic 
similarity. There seems little question that number 10 'Of the 
p.ort Union section represents the base of the Bethany 'and that 
the non-brecciated beds ,above 'are the equiV1alent 'Of the Elarlham 
limestone in Maidison county.*' The Fragmental limestone does 
not appear in the Perry section as a distinctly brecciated layer. 
In other respects, the lowest member here visible, No.1, is its 

• Geology ot Madison county , Iowa GeologIcal Survey, Vol. VII. page 611. 
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equivalent, and the underlying shales therefor·e belong Ito the 
Des Moines. 

ADAMS COUNTY. 

The country rock in Adams county is in geneml deeply con
ceal,ed by the glacial deposits and 'outcrops at but a few points 
along 'the Middl,e and Eas,t Nodaway rivers. As in IlJdjoining 
c·ounties, the Missouri rocks consist largely of shales, which may 
beoome highly calcareous and even marly, interstratified with us
ually thin beds of limestone which are in some instances of a 
cbiaracter and eX'tent to be of value. Similar also to bordering 
counties, beds of otherwise valuable s·tone are so deeply buried 
that their utilization is out ·of the question. 

The Upper Coal Measures outcrop at Carbon in Dougla's town
ship, where the Nodaway seam is mined. The "cap rock" is an 
eighteen inch ledge of firm limestone and appears near water in 
the river. lt is quarried for local use here and at interv,als ,along 
the stream to Mt. Etna in W,a,shington town'ship, but it is of little 
importance and is difficult to obtain. 

Stone was formerly quarried at Corning in the banks ,of the 
East Nodaway. Limestone appears at a number 'of places in :bhe 
bed of the river fora few miles southwes,t 'of the town. The 
abandoned French qUiarry is loc·ated south 'of the river in section 
3, J 'asper township. T'alus obscures the old qUiarry face, but a 
few hundred feet to the north in the bottom and bank of the 
river, the fol1owing sequence may be made out: 

F E ET . 

5. Drift.... .. ..... . ........... . .. .... . . . . ... . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
4. Fine sand, iron-stained . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
3. Shale, light blue, plastic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5+ 
2. Limestone, hard, compact , gray in color , fossiliferous ; breaks 

easily at right angles to bedding planes and apparently does 
not weather easily on exposure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 

1. Fossiliferous limestone, yellow, weathered, to water leveL.. .. . t 

There is evidence that quarrying has been carried on her·e on 
a scale of some magnitude, and the Corning stone is known ,and 
has been distributed over not only Adams county, but adjacent 
territory as well. The limestone is of good quality, and while 
extensive development is of necessity restricted by the heavy 
stripping, it ,should rank loc:ally las a vlalU!able resource. 
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CASS COUNTY. 

Oass county is ,a's a rule heavily covered with loess and drift, 
and the indurated r'ocks ,appear at interv:als 'only along the larger 
waterways in the 'southern part 'Of [the county. The Missouri 
strata are known to be ,overllain in part with the Dak.ata sands of 
the Cr,etaceous. 

Stone was formerly taken out 'at the 'Old Fox quarries on the 
south hank 'of the West Nodaway in the s.autheast quarter of sec
tion 36, N.able township, ,and just across the road in secti'On 31 
of Edna 'torwnship. The beds in :these quarries belong to the 
same hori2lon as those exposed near Gran't and described under 
Montgomery oounty, although no ac{'urate correlati'Ons of indi
vidual strata can be made. The following section is compiled in 
l'arg,e part from the Geology of Montgomery Oounty:'" 

13. Soil and loess, heavy covering. 
12. Broken limestone, shales and residual clay ..... .... ......... , 
11. Greenish shale, iron-stained .............. .... ....... .... ... . 
10. Limestone, light gray to buff, contains fossils; split by verti-

cal joints into large blocks; two ledges separated by thin 
band of shaly limestone, upper ledge, 2 feet 3 inches , lower, 
1 foot 4 inches .... .. ... .. ... .... . ..... .... . . . . ........... . 

FEET. 

2 
4 

3t-2 
9. Calcareous shale, fossiliferous. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............. 1 
8. Limestone, sub-crystalline, gray to brown, in ledges from 9 

to 14 inches; where exposed for only a few years, this stone 
is badly shattered and intervening shaly bands separate it 
into many thin ledges.. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 A 

7. Shale, calcareous. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. t 
6. Limestone, brownish, sub-crystalline to dull ................ . 
5. Shale, in part gray, bituminous in lower portion ............ . 
4. Limestone, dark gray, coarse textured .... ... . ....... . . . ... . . 
3. Shale, buff to gray, fossiliferous .... ..... .. ... .. ...... . . . ... . 
2. Shale, variegated , lower part carbonaceous, micaceous, and 

splits into conchoidal fragments. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2t 
1. Limestone. 

At the present 'time, no quarrying is done ,at this point, and 
the lower members of the section, 6 ,to 1 inclusive, are largely 
covered up. All of the limestone ledg,es were used in heavy 
masonry work, and blocks of nearly any desired dimensions 
wer,e obtainable. The base of the section is ,approxima;rt;ely 
twenty feet above the river. Coal blossom appears near water 
level in the river. r.Dhe location of these quarries is favorable 
for supplying 'stone to Adams, Cass and Montgomery counties 

• E. H . Lonsdale, Iowa Geol. Survey, Vol. IV, pp . 393 and '35 . 
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but their development has been and 'Will be hindered by lack of 
tl'lansportrution facilities and by the heavy stripping required. 

Limesltone and shale appear at a few points farther north 
a~ong the West Nodaw,ay and its bmnches, but 'always under 
heavy ·overburden. Near the southeast corner 'of section 20, 
Edna township, stone has been r·emoved. The limestone beds 
appear also rut points on Seven Mile creek, notably near Galion 
in Bear Grove township. 

On the East Nishnabotna river near Lewis, ,and on Turkey 
creek, its principal tributary from the east, the Missouri strruta 
appear in places. Stone has been taken from the west hank of 
the river on the farm 'of George Roberts, southwest of the town. 
At present, there is exposed one foot of light gray limes'tone 
overlying eight to ten inches of yellow clay and soft, disin
tegrated limestone. The lower bed is fo,ssilifer·ous, and is ap
proximately thirteen feet above water in the river. The expos
ure is covered with drift ,and loess aggre~ating fifteen to twenty 
feet. 

Two miles north of Lewis ·on Turkey cr·eek, in ,the northwest 
quarter of section 1, Oass township, ten inches of blue, hard, 
partially crystalline limestone outcrop in a l'Iavine a few hundred 
feet back from "Rockyford," where limestone was formerly 
quarried. In the northeast quarter ·or section 1, six f·eet of 
weathered limestone are in view in l'Iavines leading into Turkey 
creek, in places overlain with Cretaceous sandstone and plastic 
clays. Throughout, ,all exposures in this part of the county are 
covered with ten to siJrty feet of superficial materials, which ren
ders utili~ation out of the question. 

CLARKE COUNTY. 

The Missouri underlies practically the whole of Clarke county, 
but good exposures are rare, owing to the heavy drif,t mantle and 
the nonindura:ted character of the stratified rocks. Limestone 
beds outcrop al'ong ·the south branch of Whitebreast creek in 
Green Bay township, about six miles south of Osceola, and nu
merous crops appear along the south branch of Squaw creek in 
Ward township. Several quarries have been opened along the 
creek named, and a large quantity of stone has been quarried and 
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used for foundaHons in the principal residences and many of the 
business blocks in Osceola. Two quarry sections given below 
aff·ord a fair ~dea of the beds of commercial value. 

The Carpenter quarry, located £our and one-half miles north
west of Osceola, and about one-f,ourth mile west of Squaw creek: 

FEET. 

5. Drift, with limestone bowlders, variable in thickness; at-
tains great thickness in tbe blnff, at the face. . .. ......... 2-4 

4. Limestone, hard, brittle; ledges un even, gray to blue, weath-
ers almost white; fossiliferous; 2 to 4 inch clay partings 
near the base. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. ... .. .. 7 

3. Limestone, shaly to clayey, in places clay only ... . ... .. . .. .. 
2. Limestone, hard, tough, fossiliferous; ranges from gray to 

blue . The upper layers are fairly even , and range from 
6 to 8 inches in th ickness. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

1. Shale, exposed . ... ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

The following section is taken from the vicinity of Short's 
quarry, which is located in the northwest quarter of the south
eas't quarter of section 2, Ward township: 

FEET. 

7. Drift and weathered limestone . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-10 
6. Residual clay. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . It 
5. Compact, gray limestone in 5 ledges: 8 inch, 14 inch , 2 inch, 

2 inch clay parting, 4 inch, 1 inch clay parting , 14 inch 
ledge. Total..................... . ....... ... . .... .. .. ... 3! 

4. Fossiliferous, gray limestone separated from number 3 by 2 
inches of clay.. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . It 

3. Buff limestone, hard and fossiliferous below, separated by 
thin clay seams. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1 

2. Soft, weathered limestone . .. .............. ....... " ....... I 
1. Buff limestone, passing into gray, fossiliferous ledges below. 2% 

Building 'stone only is produced. 
One-half mile farther up Ithis creek at bhe Carter quarry, the 

limestone is seen to rest on a he,avy bed of y,ellow to bluish 
calcareous ,shale, nine feet thick, eight inches of which are 
exposed. 

DALLAS COUNTY. 

The Missouri occupies a triangular area in the southwestern 
corner of Dallas county. Exposures are limited to Adams ,and 
Union townships. The beds consislt of a series of shales and 
limestones, all ,of which belong to ,the Bethany SUb-stage. Two 
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principal limes'tones Clan be recognized and are believed Ito cor
respond to ,the Fragmental and Earlham horizons. The best 
sections appear along Bear <lreek and its tributaries, and a num
ber of the ou'tcrops have been quarried quite extensively. The 
sections given below may be ,naken las la fair ,average. 

An abandoned quarry in the s,outhwest quarter of section 28, 
Adams township, shows: 

FEET. 

9. Drift of variable thickness. 
8. Limestone thinly bedded, slightly arenaceous... . . . . . . .... . . . . 6 
7. Talus slope. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ..... . ......... 8 
6. Limestone. . . . . . . . . . . .. ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
5. Shales, gray, calcareous. . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . ... i 
4. Limestone.............. . .... . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1: 
3. Shales, gray.. . . . . . . . . . . .. ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
2. Limestone, fragmental. . . . . . . . . . . . .. ...... . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . 2t 
1. Des Moines series, exposed about. . . .. . . ... . . . .. . ... ........ 60 

In the oper.ation of the quarry, number 4 was the lowest bed 
removed. The quarry is located well up toward the top of the 
hill, and ,the limestone does not appear to 'extend much farther 
t'o the ,east ,and north of this point. The same beds may be viewed 
a10ng the e8ist and west road about a half mile south of the above 
quarry, in section 32. ~he quarry Wl8iS ·oper.ated at one time, a 
swrtch being extended from the Chicago, R'Ock I'sl,and land P,aci:fic 
railway. Large quantities of stone were shipped. Most of it was 
used for railway ballast and construction. 

Brown quarry section located on the southeast quarter 'of 
section 22, Union township: 

FEET. 

8. Drift and weathered material. ......... . .................... 1 
7. Limestone......... . ........... .. .......... .... .. . . .. . . . ..... 10 
6. Talus slope, probably shale. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . .... ...... 6 
5. Shale, black, fissile.... . . . . . . . . .. ... .. .... .... ............. .. t 
4. Limestone, blue, compact, exposed.... . ..... .... . ........... . i-
3. Talus slope. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... . . ..... 25 
2. Lim estone , impure and fragmental below. . . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
1. Shale, calcareous, ferruginous, exposed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

The above quarry was 'Opened about :fifty years ago, and was 
worked continuously for more than forty years. The rock quar
ried is No.7, which is a blue to buff, compaCJt and evenly bedded 
limestone. The individual ledges vary in thickness from eight 
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to ten inches, and 'are separated by shale partings. Chert nod
ules in well defined bands appear 'at certain horizons. 

The upper limes,tone member, N,o. 7, is also weU exposed in a 
quarry on the southwe'st quarter .of 'section 35, just north of the 
Madison county line. It ha's a thickness 'at this place of twelve 
to fourteen feet, and is underlain by blue shales. The quarry 
was opened more than 20 years ,ago, and formerly was con
nected by a switch with the Spirit Lake branch of the Chicago, 
Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway. The rock utilized was the 
heavy bed of rough limestone. Almost the entire product of the 
quarry was used as crushed stone, and Wlasshipped to Des 
Moines, 'and employed in the concr~te foundations of the brick 
pav,ements. The amount of stripping was large, and added 
greatly to 'the cost of quarrying. The quarry has long since 
been abandoned. 

Small quarries have been opened from time to time at other 
points in the Upper Coal Measures in the vicinity of Adel and 
Waukee, but these were operated intermittently, and were of 
loeal importance only. 

DECATUR COUNTY. 

The Missouri stage is represented in Decatur county by the 
Bethany sub-stage, which comprises four, possibly five, well 
defined limestones, interbedded wrth variable shales, in the main 
cal0areous. The basal limestone member represented in the 
county is known as the Fragmental, 'and is typically exposed at 
Bethany, Miss'ouri. Exposures in the county are not important, 
and are usually obscured by the overlying drift and by talus 
from the beds above. Where it is typically developed, it is not 
sufficiently indurwted and uniform in texture to be a desirable 
bridge or building stone. It could be used, however, for ro'ad 
work, concrete, and railway ballast. So far as known, it has 
never been utilized in Decatur e,ounty. All 'of the limestones are 
essent~ally non-magnesian, are of great purity, and as a rule, 
contain little iron pyrite or other ,objectionable constituents. 

The Earlham limestone appears in sections along the Gr,and 
river, in ,the vicinity .of Davis City, and in Burrell township 
'along Pot Hole creek. At both ,of these points, some quarrying 
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has been done, the largest quarry in Ithe county being located at 
Davis City, at which place the Boswell quarry shows the follow
ing section: 

FEET. 

6. Soil and loess . ........ . . .. ... . ... . .. .. ........ . . .... . 
5. Lim estone ... .. . . . ................ . ... . ... ..... . 
4. Rotten stone and shale ....... .......... . .. .. .. . . ... ... . . .. . . 
3. Limeston e, 14-inch ledge overlying a 3-incb ledge . 
2. Shale and rotten stone . . . . ....... . .. .. .. ..... .. ..... . . .. .. .. . 

2-4-
1 
2 

It 
1 

1. Limestone, with wavy bedding, ledges running from 3 to 16 
inches ................................... .. .. .. ........... . 6 

The courses appear to be somewhat persistent, but are variable 
in thickness. A black shale appears below the basal limestone 
and this shale is in ,turn underlain by the FI'Iagmental' limest'one. 
Higher in the bluffs, the Winterset limestone appears. On Pot 
Hole creek, the section given below is exposed and may be taken 
as £airly representative: 

FEET . 

3. Limeston~, ash gray to brown, fine-grained, thin-bedded, with 
courses up to 1 foot in thickness, and shale partings .... .... 6-10 

2. Shale, drab, imperfectly exposed, but showing 1 foot of black 
shale... .... . .. .... .... .... . . .. .. .... ... ... . ... . ... .. . .. ... 10 

1. Limestone, brecciated or fragmental type, firmly cemented 
and apparently non-fossiliferous. . . . . . . .. . . ... . ..... . . . .... 4 

The beds dip ,to the west here, and higher up the stream the 
Winterset appears in the hills. Some quarrying has been done 
on the oppo'site side of ,the river, and blocks of considerable 
thickness still mark the ,site ,of the old quarrie's. It is reported 
that stone from this quarry was formerly dressed and sold for 
monumental work. 

The Winterset limestone exhibits good exposures in the vi
cinity of Lamoni, along Hall and Elk creeks, in Bloomington 
township, in addition to the localities ,already mentioned in dis
cussing the Earlham. One of the best Isections appears ,along 
Pot Hole creek, about five miles northeast of Lamoni, and 1:S 

given below: 
FEE T. 

6. Limestone (Winterset) with Spi1'ifer camemtus, Productus punc-
tatus, Productus costatus, .A thyris sttbtilita, etc. . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

5. Shale , gray to drab. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3i-
4. Shale, bituminous. .. . .... . . .. .. . .. . .. .. . . .. .. . . . . . ... . . . . . . .. 2i-
3. Coal ................ .. .. ... . .... . ..... .. .. ... ........ . ...... . 
2. Shale, gray.. .. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
1. Limestone (Earlham) in bed of creek. 

1 
6 
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FIG 4()-Winterset limestone on Pot Hole creek with sbales below extending down to tbe 
Earlham limestone. 

In nearly all sections of the Winterset, in addition to the 
shales above and below,one ,or more of the other limestone mem
bers of the Bethany sub-stage are present. 

The DeKalb member is exposed both easlt ,and west of DeKalb 
station, and a t numerous other points in the county. The sec
tions given below may be considered fairly representative: 

SECTION EAST OF DE I{ALB STATION. 

FEET. 

0. Stripping, bowlder clay.............. . ................... .. . . 6 
5. Limestone, irregular and waterworn... . . ... . .... . . . . .... . . .. . t 
±. Shale, hard ......... . ....................................... , i-
3. Limestone, irregularly bedded. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i 
2. Shale or bastard rock. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
1. Limestone in five ledges that are res pectively 9, 12, 0, 18, and 

8 inches in thickness. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ± 
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SECTION ONE MILE WEST OF DE KALB STATION. 

PEET. 

4. Limestone.............. . . . . . . . .. ................... . ....... 1 
3. Limestone......... . ................... . ............. . . . . . . . . t 
2. Limestone. .. . . . .. ........ .. ........................ . . . .. .... t 
1. Limestone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . t 

A fifth limestone horizon belonging to the Bethany and present 
in Ithe county was reoognized by Bain, who designated it provis
ionally ;as the vVesterville limestone. It is -typically exposed 
near Westerville, in Union <?'ounty. It has not been quarried 
to any considerable extent in Decatur <?'ounty. It occurs in the 
hills along Sand creek, ,attains a Ithicknes-s 'Qf ten feet and is quite 
readily accessible. It is separated fr-om the De~alb by the 
usual shale l'ayers. An of the limestones represented occur in 
comparatively thin beds ranging from three to sixteen or even 
eighteen inches in thicknes's, are fairly persistent, each horizon 
rarely exceeding fiflteen fee:t in thickness, and are quite uniform 
in composition. They do not resist weathering influences well. 
After undergoing repeated freezing and thawing, they are sub
ject to spalling, -and the ledges break down rapidly on exposure. 
While quarrying operati'ons have been carried on somewhat in
termittently f.or more than half a century, very little ~stone is 
produced at the present time. There is but a single crusher in 
the county and Ithat is located -at Davis Oity. The geneflal quarry 
products consist of rubble, rough stone for foundation -and well 
purposes, ,and crushed stone. In the early hi'story of ,the c-ounty, 
lime was burned at several points. On account of the high per
centage -of c,alcium carbonate ,and the lack of siliceous and clayey 
impurities, the lime was white, -and in slaking, produced oonsid
erable heat, not nece_ssarily objectionable features for some pur
poses, but producing a weaker mortar than oan be secured from 
the magnesi1an limestones. 

Owing to the es,tablis'hment of large plants at Ash Grove, 
Springfield, and ·other points in Missouri, the cost of pr-oducing 
lime was greatly cheapened. The 100al plants were unable to 
compete, ,and were discontinued. 

FREMONT COUNTY. 

The Missouri as exposed in Fremont ·('ounty comprises a com
plicated series of interbedded limestone hands and ·shales. While 
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numerous limes'tone beds are present, and are fairly persistent, 
none are of sufficient thicknes's to merit distinctive names or in
dividual notice. In general the individual beds rarely exceed 
four feet in ,thickness, and ,are almost inaccessible on account of 
the excesrsive overburden. Some quarrying has been done, 
mainly along the base of the Missouri river bluff. A few unim
portant openings have been made in the interior of the county 
in the vicinity of Riverton, and along Plum creek, in Green 
township. The only quarries which have been in operati'on r,e
cently are in the vicinity of Thurman in Scott 'township. The 
limestone beds when first exposed appear to be well indura:ted, 
and the layers range from four to eight or ten inches in thickness, 
occasionally attaining even greater thicknesses. 'The stone is 
used for rough masonry, such as foundations for buildings, well
curbs, retaining walls, and other rough work. 'On exposure to 
the elements, it does not resist weathering well, but rapidly takes 
on a pseudo-concretionary structure, evidently due to its fl1ag
mental character and imperfeot cementation. This effect is well 
shown in the retaining wall north of Thurman along the Thur
man-Bartlett wagon road. All of the limestones appear to be 

FIG. 4l-Retaining wall north of Thurman showing characteristic weathering of ~is8ouri 
limestone as developed in the immediate vicinity. 
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non-magnesi1an; on account of their limited thicknes,ses and 
heavy overburden, ,they are never more than of local importance. 
~he following sections may be considered fairly representative. 

Section in the bluff ne'ar the s'outh line "of section 14, Scott 
township: (. : ~ 

1,1 , \ 

FBBT. 

9. Thick loess cover. 
8. Lim~stone, fi ne-grained, oolit ic texture. . . . . .. ............ . . . . 3 
7. Limestone, impure, fossiliferous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 
6. Limestone, gray, m assive, with thin shaly partings . . . . . . . . . . .. 11 
5. Limestone, gray, highly fossiliferous..... . ... .... . . .... .... ... 1 
4. Shale, gray, with black shale partings.................... . ... H 
3. Limestone, bluish, with occasional crinoid stems. .. . . . . . . .. ... 1 
2. Shale.......................... .. ............................ It 
1. Coal reported. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H 

Section on Mill creek, near the center of the southwest quar
ter of section 33, Riverton township: 

FEET. 

10. Drift and loess of indefi nite th ickness. 
9. Shale, weathered, yellow. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 10 
8. Limestone, gray to \"I' hite, with greenish shale partings, some-

what pyritic, small blocks of durable stone obtainable . ... . . 
7. Limestone, weathered, marly, iron-stained ......... .. ........ . 
6. Shale, blue to black, calcareous, with yellow blotcbes and 

small compact concretions, slightly arenaceous ............ " 
5. Talus slope, probably limestone ............................. . 
4. Sandstone, fine-grained, soft ... .... . .. .... .. .. . . .. .......... . 
3. Silt, shaly, and friable ....... ............ . . .... ...... .. ..... . 
2. Sandstone, fine-grained, calcareous, varying in color from blu-

ish gray to brown, well indurated ....... .. ....... . ... ..... . 
1. Shale, bluish gray, with reddish arenaceous seams, and large 

irregular calcareous concretions lodged in the vertical or in-
clined joints ............ . ................ . . .. ............. . 

3 
2t 

4 
2 

2 

1 

" 

8 

Numbers 1 to 4 inclusive, ,appear in the bed of Mill creek but 
are not well exposed. 

GUTHRIE COUNTY. 

Suitabl,e material for building purposes is to be 'had from the 
Missouri, in Guthrie county. St!'lata belonging to this stage are 
known to be present over about one-lihird of Beaver township 
and to occupy essentially the whole of Penn in the ,southeast 
eorner of the county. This stage is represented by the Fr,ag
mental and Earlham limestones of the Bethany ,and by a por.tion 
of the Winterset section. Those rocks appear along ·the lower 

, 
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portion of Beaver creek, Deer creek, Long Branch and South 
Raocoon river, in l'edges varying from six to twenty-four inches 
in thickness and separated by shaly or cl'ayey partings. The 
following typical section ,taken from the Geology of Madison 
County,'" will serve ,to show ,the nature and succes'sion of the 
beds. H is taken from 'along Deer cr,eek, section 19, Penn town
ship. Good exposures ,are laoking as the stone has not been 
quarried ,extensively at 'any point. 

FEET. 

5. Limestone, coarse, gray; with Fusulina similar to that occur-
ring at Winterset.... ...... .... .... .... . ... . . .. . . ... .. ..... 2 

4. Shales, exposed only in part.... .. . .. . ... . .. .. .. . .... . ...... . . 8 
3. Earlham limestone, ash gray , with conchoidal fracture, in lay-

ers two to ten inches thick , separated hy shale partings..... 12 
2. Shale, gray, argillaceous, becoming bituminous and slaty at 

the top... .... . ... ... .. .. . . . . .. ...... ...... ...... .... ...... 10 
1. Limestone, fragm ental, made up of irregular bits of lime rock 

filled in with calcareous clay. In places the rock can be 
picked to pieces with the fingers; elsewhere it hardens up 
into massive layers two feet in thickness ...... .. ... . ....... , 10 

The 10wes1t member of this section rests on sandy shales which 
form the top of the Des Moines stage. Ten to thirty feet of 
loess and drift overlie the exposures along Deer creek, and 
wherever the beds appear along the other 'streams mentioned 
they ar'e also invar~ably buried beneath la heavy mantle of the 
same material. 

HARRISON COUNTY. 

Exposures of formations older than the Pleistocene are found 
in Harrison county 'at a few points along 'the Boyer river. At 
Logan, both ,above and below the mill, limestone ha's been quar
ried at the east side of the river valley. Some six miles farther 
up the river, and two miles below the town of Woodbine, con
siderablestone is said to hav,e been quarried in the lef't bank: of 
the Boyer.t The strata are prevailingly limestone, and belong 
to the Missouri s'tage of 1fue Upper Oarboniferous. So far as 
known, they are the most northern expo,sures of these measures 
in Iowa. 

*J. L. Tilton and H. F. Baln, Iowa Geological Survey, Vol. VII, p. UB. 
to. A. White, Geology of/Iowa, Vol. II, 1870, P. 180. 
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No stone is now taken 'out at either of these localities, and the 
old quarry faces are greatly obscured by rock debds. The fol
lowing section is in view just 'above the mill 'and across the river 
from the town of Logan: 

FEET. 

5. Loess, passing into sands below... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40+ 
4. Sand, cont.aining coarse gravel and bowlders of a variety of 

igneous types, plainly Pleistocene. . .. ............. . ..... .. . It 
3. Limestone, decayed above, and splitting irregularly along bed

ding planes; color buff, contains much crystalline calcite, 
and is fossiliferous. P1'oductus longispinus, P. costatus and 
Spirifm' carneratus are abundant. Ledges are but a few 
inches thick, and but small blocks can be obtained.... .... . 1 

2. Limestone, coarse in texture, composed largely of a shell brec-
cia. Sp'i1'ifer carneratus, A. thyris subtilita and crinoids are 
common. Badly weathered and iron-stained in places, the 
iron frequently distributed in concentric bands, giving the 
appearance of a sandstone; occasional nodules of both light 
and dark chert. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. i-i 

1. Limestone, gray to blue, splitting in ledges a few inches thick; 
highly fossiliferous; said to extend down several feet. 
Breaks into small blocks, but is the principal quarry stone, 
exposed.... .............. .. .... ........ .. . . .... .. . ........ 2 

A f.ace perhaps 100 feet in length is open at ,this point. The 
base of this section is about three or four feet above the water 
in the river, which is but fifty feet distant. While the rock is 
suitable for ordinary rough work, quarrying has been limited 
by the excessive overburden. This same factor determines the 
amount of stone available in the other localities mentioned. 
Since the'oCounty is in general cover,ed with ,a great thickness of 
recent deposits, which require removal, the production of stone 
will 'of neces'sity be very limited in the future. 

MADISON COUNTY. 

The Missouri limestones underlie about two-thirds of Madison 
eounty, :and belong entirely to the Bethany 'sub-stage. The four 
limestone members representing this sub-stage are well repre
sented in the county ,and all may be observed along Middle river 
in Lincoln township. A composite ,section, produced by blending 
the beds exposed along the r:avine in section 22 in Lincoln town
ship with the lower beds which may be seen in ,the locality of the 
Devil's Backbone, is as fol1ows: 



MADISON COUNTY. 

FEET. 

13. Glacial debris variable in character and thickness. 
12. Limestone, yellow, earthy; thinly bedded, Fusulina zone...... 4 
11. Shale, variable in color and composition, bisected by compact 

limestone and decidedly calcareous above. . .. . . .. .......... 13 
10. Limestone, coarse, with shaly partings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3 
9. Shale, dark, carbonaceous in part and with calcareous, fossil-

iferous bands. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
8. Limestone, blue, fossiliferous, with shaly partings... . . . . . . . . . . 3 
7. Shale, dark above; lighter and calcareous to marly below.... . 5 
6. Limestone, yellowish above, shaly partings below .......... '" 17 
5. Shale, black above; variable, earthy, yellowish, calcareous 

beds below.... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
4. Limestone, with shale partings.... . ... . . .... .. . . . . ... .. . ..... 12 
3. Shale, black above, arenaceous below; the two members sep

arated by a thin band of limestone.. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 
2. Limestone, exhibits 6 nodular structure in weathering; frag-

mental, with shale parting near the middle. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
1. Shale, exposed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
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N-umber 2 in the above section corresponds to the Fragmental 
phase 'Of the Bethany, typi0ally developed at Bethany, Missouri, 
and forms the ledge ov,er which the water falls ,at the Backbone 
milL Number 4 represents the E 'arloham, number 6 the Winter
set, and number 12 the Fusulina or DeKalb phase, according to 
Bain in his Decatur county report. All of the members are com
paratively pure, the limestone being essentially non-magnesian 
and reasonably fr,ee from iron pyrite. The associated shales are 
usually more or less calcareous and often carry considera:ble of 
the iron sulphides. The 'two middle limestone members are 
the ones most widely distributed in the county, and are the 
only ones quarried extensively. 

The Fragmental limestone apparently occurs in heavy beds in 
fresh exposures, but wher,e the beds have been exposed some 
time, they readily show their fragmental charac'ter, and are 
pradically worthless for sitructural purposes. 

The Missouri limestones ar,e responsible for Ia prominent 
topographic feature producing a well marked escarpment which 
crosses the county diagonally in a northwest-southeast direction. 
The principal stre'ams cross the escarpment at right angles and 
the most important outcrops occur where the streams debouch 
on the Lower Co,al Measures. Quarry opening has been limited 
to the streamways which have railway facilities, and three cen-

32 
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ters are worthy of ment~on. These, named in their order from 
northwest to southeast, 'are las follows: Earlham, Winterset, ,and 
Peru. Unimportant quarries have been opened 'and operated 
from time to time a:t numerous other points but lat present do not 
merit individual mention. 

The E'arlham beds 'have been most extensively quarried ,and 
afford a fair gr<ade of stone suitable for dimension stone, rubble, 
and crushed ,stone. N ear Earlham two quarry companies have 
operated ,eX'tensively, and ,are direetly connected with the main 
line of the Rock Island Railway. The first is 'owned and oper
ated by the Earlham Land Company with offices in Des Moines, 
and is located 'about one and one-half miles south 'Of the railway 
s<tation in Earlham, 'al·ong the north branch of North river. The 
section exposed is as foUows: 

EARLHAM LAND COMPANY. QUARRY SECTION. 

FEET. 

4 . . Loess and drift, of variable thickness ... . ... . ................ 10-14 
3. Limestone, in regular beds , with shale parting near the mid-

dIe ............. . .......... . ... . .. ... . ... . ............ .. .. 9 
2. Limestone, less evenly bedded than the above, hard and brit-

tie.. .. ... .... . ... ... ... . .. ............. ........... ........ 6 
1. Sandstone, calcareous and shaly, exposed. 

The seoond is located along the main line of the Chicago, Rock 
lsland and Pacific Railway two miles east of the town of Earl
ham, on Bear creek, and is owned and operated by S. A. Robert
son of Des Moines. The sequence of beds is as follows: 

ROBERTSON QUARRY.-

FEET. 

7. Loess and drift, variable .... . , ............ , . . ... . . . . . . . . . . .. 2-8 
6. Limestone , gray to buff, evenly bedded . .. . .... .... ...... .... 2 
5. Limestone , irregularly bedded, with some cherts.... . . . . ..... 3 
4. Limestone, evenly bedded, becoming shaly near the middle... 4 
3. Limestone, shattered, unevenly bedded, cherty. . . . . ... .. .... It 
2. Limestone, rather evenly bedded above, and unevenly bedded 

below. Hard and compact, but in thin ledges. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
l. Sandstone, calcareous and shaly, exposed. 

* At the present time owned by the Iowa Portland Cement Company and will 
supply the raw materials for their Des Moines plant. 



PLATE LIX-S. A. Robertson quarry. Earlham . Madison county. Iowa. showing the principal limestone beds with their characteristic clay partings. 
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A composite sample was selected from the Robertson quarry 
and analyzed. The result ,of the analysis is given below: 

Insolu ble .. , , , , , , . , , , ....... . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... .. . ....... . . 
Iron oxide and alumina ... ....... " ............... ... ..... .. . , 
Calcium carbonate. , , ... .. ......... .. ............... , , . ...... . 
Magnesium carbonate ..... .. .. . ............... , , , , ........... . 

7,85 
1.00 

91.15 
0 ,61 

L, G, MICHAEL, Analyst. 

The beds lie almost in horizontal position, aJlld have little 
overburden. Most of the quarrying here is done by hand meth
ods, although the plant is equipped with steam power, tram 
cars, and rope haulage. The product consists of dimension 
stone, rubble, and crushed stone. Practically all of the waste 
resulting from the quarry operations is sent to the crusher, the 
plant being equipped with a Gates Gyratory crusher, an elevator, 
and revolving screen. While the plant 'has a capacity of 200 
ya~ds o.f crushed stone per day, it is 'Opemted only intermittently. 

The quarry of the E,arlham Land Company has also been 
worked 'Only intermittently during the past few years. The 
amount of 'overburden is rather greater than at the Robertson 
quarry. The equipment 'and quarry methods employed and 
products put upon the market are practically the same at both 
quarries. 

The Winterset limestone has been most extensively developed 
in the vicinity of Winterset. The stone used in the Madison 
county court house was obtained from the local quarries. The 
building was erected ahoutthirty years .ago, bearing the date of 
1876, and lall parts are in an excellent state of preservation save 
some of the stone steps, and 'One or two of the large columns, 
which 'show signs of failure due to selection of, poor materials. 
One of the porch columns has become roughened owing to the 
presence of "clay balls" which appear :to be one of the most 
serious defects in the stone but could be avoided by careful 
selection. Several of the steps have been replaced while others 
show signs of weakness. The failure in this instance was due 
to spalling and opening of cracl\Cs along bedding planes. The 
most of ,the materials used in the court house were obtained from 
the quarry in the northwest quarter of section 12 and the" Back
bone" quarry, both in Lincoln township. 
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A good section showing the Winterset beds may be viewed 
within the city limits ,about a half mile southeast of court house 
square. The sequence is as follows : 

FIG. 42-Winterset quarry located about one-half mile southeast of the court house, Winterset, 
Madison county, Iowa. 

FEET. 

7. Drift and soil (thickens greatly in the bluffs) . . . . ... . . .. . . . .. .. 3 
6. Limestone, disintegrated, uneven on the upper surface and 

probably thickens toward the bluffs, exposed .............. " 3 
5. Limestone, gray, heavy-bedded, somewhat porous and fossilif-

erous...... ...... ...... .... ...... . . .... . . .... . . .... ..... ... 3 
4. Limestone, fossiliferous and presents a concretionary facies; 

decidedly argillaceous. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ............ It 
3. Limestonli, gray to buff, hard, brittle and fossiliferous; un

evenly bedded, top and bottom layers thickest, slightly con-
cretionary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ................................. 8 

2. Limestone, shaly, gray to yellow, highly fossiliferous . . . . .. . . . . It 
1. Limestone, buff to gray, somewhat unevenly bedded and 

slightly clayey; massive in unweathered sections, exposed.. 4 

The base of the above section is about sixteen feet above the 
r03idway, which follows the ravine down to Middle river. A 
black shale band appears in the bluff about ten feet above num
ber 6 in the section. 

Although important shales are not exposed in the immediate 
vicinity, an abundance of shale occurs within easy re'ach, but is 
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usually more or less obscured by the heavy talus from the 
superincumbent deposits. East ,of Winterset, in the pit of the 
'Winterset Brick and Tile Plant and in the cut along the wagon 
roadway leading north from the plant, the following beds may be 
viewed : 

FIG. t3-Quarry near top of hill southwest of Winterset, showing limestone above the black 
shale which appears well up in the ravines south of town . 

Roadway and piit section of the Winterse't Brick and 'Tile Com
pany: 

FEET . 

7. Drift and soil, oxidized a deep red below the soil zone; lower 
portion contains lime concretions ....... . ............ .. .... 0-10 

6. Limestone, blue-gray to iron-stained yellow; beds exposed 
along roadway; do not run more than six inches in thick
ness. Occasional shale partings ranging from a few inches 
to more than a foot in thickness appear throughout the sec-
tion . . . . .. . .............. , .................... , . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

5. Shale, black, carbonaceous. . .. . . .... .... . . ... . . . . ... .... .. . .. 2 
4. Talus slop~ (prob/lbly shale, in part at least) .................. 20-30 
3. Shale, plastic, gray-blue . ............. . ....... .. ............. 10-15 
2. Shale, arenaceous . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . .... . .. .. . . . . . ............. 10 
1. Shale, plastic , variegated, blue-gray to red. ... ... . ........... 8 

The lower shale members, numbers 1 ,and 2, have been sampled 
and analyzed. An ,average sample was ,selected from the Winter-
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set quarries 'and analyzed. The results of bo,th sets of analyses 
are given herewith: 

1. 2. 
Silica (SiO .) .... .. .............................. . ..... 64 .74 26.72 
Alumina (AI 2 0 3 ) ••• •••• •• •• • • ..•• •••••••• .. . ... •• • • ••• 18.07 3.83 
Ferric iron (Fe 20 3) .... .... ..... . . .. . . . ... . .... .... .... 6.90 3.11 
Lime (CaO).. . . .. .. ... . . . . . . ... .... .... .. ... . .... .... 1.2.5 3H.08 
Magnesia (MgO ) .... ' . .. ...... : .... . . . ... . ... .... .. .. .. 1.30 0.48 
Potash (Ie.O).... . . .. ... . . ... . . . . .. . . . . . . .. .. . . .. . . ... 1.09 1.12 
Soda (Na 20).... . . . ... ..... . ... . .. .. . . . . . . .... . . . . .... 0.41 0.]8 
Sulphur trioxide (S03) .... . . .... .... .. .. .. .. .... . ... .. 0.15 0.22 
Moisture. ... . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . .... . . ... . . . . .. .. . . .. . . . . 1.99 0.55 
Loss on ignition... . . . . . ... . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. .... 4.15 28.40 

Totals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 100.0!) 100.69 

A. O. ANDERSON, Analyst. 

Number 1 represents an ·average sample taken from the pit 
of the Winterset Brick 'and Tile Company. 

Number 2 represents the clayey partings In ,the Winterset 
limestone . 

.A nalysis of Wintm'set limestone se lected fTOrn City quarTy. 

Insoluble. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... .. ..... 12.63 
Iron and alumina.... ... . ... . . . . . ... . .. .. .... .... ... . . .. . ... . .. 1.18 
Calcium carbonate .. .... ... . . ... . . . .. . . . ... . . . ...... . . .. .... . . , 84.34 
Magnesium carbonate . ... ______ ... ....... . . ... . ... . . .. .. . ... .. , 2.19 
Moisture. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .... .. ...... ........ . ..... . .... . . . . . . . 0.02 

TotaL ............. ... ............. . ................... .... 100.36 

Similar limestone deposits are to be found along the Chicago 
Great Western railway at Peru. According to T. E. Savage, 
the beds ,exposed at this point .are as follows: 

FEET. 

10. Yellow colored loess. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .... ... . ...... ...... ..... i)-8 
9. Drift , reddish brown above grading down to gray below; con-

taining numerous bowlders in the lower portion ............ H Ii) 
8. Gray or yellowish limestone, argillaceous, fine-grain ed; in 

three layers respectively 15, 18, and 12 inches in thickness. 
Much stained in upper part. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H 

7. Bluish colored shale, with a band of limestone 1 to 5 iTIches in 
thickness near the middle portion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .... .. . . . . l l} 

6. Dense, gray limestone, in layers 16, 24, 6 and 16 inches in 
thickness. . . . . . . . . . . .. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

5. Band of gray shale .... . , .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . .. . .. . ~ 

4. Layer of gray limestone, crinoidal in lower portion. . . . ... .. ... 2t 
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FEET. 

3. Ledge of gray limestone similar to number 4 above, in two 
layers respectively 12 and 30 inches in thickness. . .. ........ 3f 

2. Band of grayish blue shal e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. l~ 

1. Talus slope with occasional outcrops of limeston e, to level of 
flood plain. .. . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. ............ 20 
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The principal product of ,the quarry at ,the present time is 
crushed 'Stone, which is used extensively in and about Des 
Moines. 

According to Mr. Savage the bluff continues a distance of one
half mile along Clanton creek. A composite ·sample was selected 
from the limestone members of Ithe above section and analyzed, 
and the results of the lanalysis are given below: 

Silica .... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 17.16 
Iron oxide and alumina ............... . .... ______ ............ . 2.64 
Calcium carbonate ... . .......... " . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . 72.76 
Magnesium carbonate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.86 
Sulphur trioxide. . . . . . . . .. . ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .... . . .. ..... .. ... 0.95 
Moisture. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... .. . . . . . . .. ....... 0.30 
Combined water.... .. . ... . . .... . . ... . . . . ... ...... .... ... . .... 3.12 

Analy7.ed by L. G. MICHAEL . 

Lime of acceptable quality was formerly burned at several 
points in the county, viz., Winterset, Peru, and in Jeffers'on and 
Madison townships. The industry never a;ttained any consid
erable importance, and was abandoned on the introduction from 
other districts of limes which were of better quality 'and could be 
produced more cheaply. 

MILLS COUNTY. 

The constitution ·of the Missouri in Mills county is almost an 
exact duplicate of the stage in Fremont county to the south. 
The shale members greatly predominate, and 'as hef'ore, the ex
posures of the indumted beds are limited almost wholly to the 
bluff,s facing the Missouri river. A few exposures are found 
elsewhere, especially along the Nishnabotna river and jots imme
diate tributaries. 'While the limestone ledges appear 'at a con
siderable number of points, quarrying operations have been car
ried on at a very few, and the probabili'ties are that the indus,try 
will never attain any importance in the county. The leading 
sections 'are given below. 
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Section in the bluffs in the southeast quarter of section 16, 
Lyons township : 

FEET. 

13. Loess and drift of indefinite thickness, which reach great 
depth immediately back from quarry face, average . ......... 18 

12. Limestone, oolitic above and compact below. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
11. Shale, gray, with two calcareous stone layers about 3t and 4t 

feet from tbe upper surface, fossiliferous througbout...... .. 6t 
10. Limestone... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ........ ... 1 
9. Shale, gray, calcareous and fossiliferous............ .. .. .. .. .. 1 
8. Limestone with a band of chert.... ...... .... ... ...... .... ... H 
7. Shale, gray and black, slightly calcareous, with occasional 

streaks or pockets of coal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 t 
6. Limestone, compact, white, breaking preferably along vertical 

planes . ...... ..... ___ ___ . ..... ...... ...... .... . .... .. . .. .. 1 
5. Shale, varying from slightly to bighly calcareons. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
4. Limestone, gray, fragmental, some of the fragments clean and 

some covered witb oolitic crust, all imbedded in a fine-
grained matrix...... .... . . .. .... ...... ..... . ...... .... .... 3t 

3. Limestone, sbaly, grading into 4.... .... . ... ... . ............. 1 
2. Limestone, yellowish gray, in heavy ledges, showing a tend-

ency to wedge out, shale partings present .. " ... ........ .. 4 
1. Shale, bluish gray to black, and talus, . . . . . . ... . . ....... . .. . . . 8 

The above is the moS't importan:t section in the -county, and 
continues along the bluff for about half a mile. Extensive 
quarrying w,as carried on formerly, but the industry has been 
practically abandoned. Number 2 appears to have furnished the 
most imporbant quarry S'tone. A small quantity of -stone is now 
hp.rned for lime at this place. 

Section formerly expos€d in the quarry near ,the Missouri 
river bluffs, at Mills station: 

FEET. 

6. Loess and drift of variable thickness ....... . . ..... ........... 50-60 
5. Disintegrated limestone containing F~tsulina cylindrica... ... t 
4. Yellow shale or disintegrated lim estone containing Fusulina 

cylindrica ......... ....... ..... ......... ........ ____ .... .. 2t 
3. Limestone, decayed and yellow above, gray and sound below, 

containing numerous nodules of fossiliferous chert.... . .... 3 
2. Concealed, probably shale. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... .. .. . . . ....... 2 
1. Bluish, dar!;: gray limestone ...................... , . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Only No. 3 is now visible in above section. The same stone 
appears in the stream channel south of the railroad. 

Section in the quarry at Henton: 
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FEET. 

5. Loess and drift of variable thickness. 
4. Shale, gray, with thin calcareous layers and occasional small 

calcareous concretions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .... . . . . . . . . . 2 
3. Limestone, gray or yellow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . H 
2. Limestone, gray to cream colored, with dark cherty concre-

tions several inches in diameter, somewhat pyritic. . . . . . . . . . I 
1. Limestone, light bluish gray, in heavy ledges with some shale 

partings, and irregular nodules of chert; fossiliferous... . . . . 3 
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Several small quarries have been opened in this vicinity. 
Quarrying operations have, however, been carried on only inter
mittently, and then in a dilatory way. Away from the Missouri 
bluffs, very few quarries hav'e been opened, although the lime
stone members are occasionally exposed. The section given be
low shows more limestone than the avemge. 

Section near the banks ,of Silver creek, one-third of a mile west 
of 'the center of s'ection 5, White Cloud townsihip: 

FEET. 

7. Loess and gravelly drift..................... .. ......... . .... . 17 + 
6. Shale, marly... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ....... i 
5. Limestone, grayish yellow, in three or four heavy ledges, 

cherty and cavernous. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .... .. ........ 6 
4. Limestone, grayish blue, compact ........ - _. ... ...... .... . .. i 
3. Talus slope.... . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 
2. Limestone, yellow, fragmental.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
1. Limestone, formerly quarried, but now concealed to water 

level of Silver creek, about .................... . ........ '" 3 

These beds are much obscured, the ·outcropping edges of No.5 
being the only stone visible in place. Quarries were formerly 
operated in section 36, Rawls township, the upper ledge being 
striated. Stone is no longer quarried in the vicinity. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 

Strata belonging to the Missouri stage of the Upper Carbonif
erous underlie the whole -of Montgomery county. They 'are cov
ered in part by Cretaceous beds, but are exposed at a large num
ber of pl1aees along the principal streams. Carboniferous strata 
are the country rock of alllow}ands, where the drift or alluvial 
beds rest directly upon them. 

The principal exposures of economic importance occur along 
East Nishnabotna river and Walnut creek in the western half 
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of the county, and on the lower course of Tarkio river and the 
upper course of the West N odawlay in the eastern part of the 
county. The quarry industry is not at present in a very flourish
ing condition, but stone suitable for common building purposes 
has beennaken out at times from a se,ore or more of different 
p1aces. Many of the quarries ,that were formerly worked on a 
scale of some magnitU'de are now abandoned 'and good, unob
scured sections are somewhat difficult to find. 

The town 'of S:tennett in the southern part of Sherman town
ship is the center 'of what has been the most extensive quarry 
operations in the county. Lonsdale'" records in his report on 
Montgomery county in 1895, nine working quarries in this dis
trict. Some dressed stone was produced 'and 1arge quantities 
were shipped. At present stone is being taken from but one 
opening, the W. Stennett quarry, and this is sold locally. The 
section here as given by Lonsdale is as follows: 

FEET. 

12. Soil and loess ...... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
11. Clay, residuary, red to brown in color..... . ..... ... .. . ....... H-
10. Limestone , weathered.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
9. Shale, argillaceous .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . t 
8. Limestone, hard......... . ...... ......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H 
7. Shale, clayey, buff to gray.... .... .... .... . .. . .... . . .... ...... 3t 
6. Limestone, earthy, in part ocherous. . . . .. ... . ... . . . . ... . . .. .. 2t 
5. Limestone, shaly. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
4 . Limestone, impure, earthy.... ..... . ..... . .. . .. . ... ... . ..... . 1 
3. Limestone , bard, sub-crystalline. . .. . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . i 
2. Limestone, contains much dark chert. . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . t 
1. Limestone , in thin layers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Number 8 is persistent in all expo'sures in the vicinity, and 
is one of the principal ledges used. It is hard, blue in color, 
and a very good building stone. As observed in the quarry, the 
other beds appear less stable under weathering influences. Oc
casional thin bands of shale separate the limestone ledges in most 
exposures. An overburden of two to eight feet of soil and loess 
is usually present, and thi,s, along with on an average of five 
feet of worthless stone, must be stripped. 

The principal quarries that have been worked here 'are located 
in 'sections 22, 26 and 27, of Sherman township. There are con
siderable lareas in this vicinity in which the limeS'tone is not 

*Iowa Geological Survey, Vol. IV. 1894 . 
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far beneath the surf'ace, and where it would be available without 
an excessive amount of stripping. N ear the southeast eorner of 
section 21, and in section 22, along a small tributary, is exposed a 
thickness of some twenty-six feet of limestone stmta, the prin
eipal layers of which are 10wer than the Stennett quarry section 
given. A maximum depth of twenty feet of loess 00vering is 
present a little back from the present face. 

Following is the section at the old McCalla quarry, in the 
southwest quarter of the southeast quarter of section 23, Sher
man township: 

13. Soil .............................................. . 
12. Limestone, decomposed, Fusulina-bearing ........ .. ....... . . , 
11. Clay, for the most part residual. ............................ . 
10. Limestone, hard, light to dark gray ......................... . 
9. Limestone, with black flint, hard in central part; many Fusu-

lina present throughou t ................................... . 
8. Limestone, buff to brown in color, Fusulina irregularly distrib-

uted ................................ . .. ............. .. .... . 
7. Limestone, light, 12-inch ledges; weathered...... . . ..... .... . 
6. Unexposed, probably similar to No.9 .................... ... . 
5. Limestone, thin layers, shaly partings ..... . " .... . .......... . 
4. Limestone, hard, grayish brown; concretions of dark flint dis-

seminated in central portions. . .. . . . . .. . .................. . 
3. Limestone, earthy .......................................... . 
2. Shaly partings ......................... , ............. ... .. . . . 
1. Limestone, buff, earthy .......................... .. . ... .... . . 

FEET. 

1 
It 
H 
t 

6 

1 

It 
4 
5 

1 .. 
1 

Several ledges of usable stone ,are here available, and the cov
ering is not thick. 

Limestone has been quarried along Walnut creek, in the east 
half of section 1, Walnut township. The following section was 
formerly exposed: 

FEET. 

6. Soil and residual material . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
5. Shale, buff to gray.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . t 
4. Limestone (decomposed), and shales. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
3. Limestone, flint-bearing. . . . . . . .. . . . . ... .... .... ..... . .. .. .... It 
2. Limestone, hard, grayish, in two ledges; very fossiliferous, 

dimension stone.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ............... 1 ~ 
1. Limestone, "blue layer," dimension stone.... . ... . . . .. . . . . . .. H 

N ear Climax in the southeast quarter of section 19, West 
township, some ten feet of the Missouri s'traiJa under a heavy 
overburden were formerly quarried. They were: 



512 GEOLOGY OF IOWA QUARRY PRODUCTS. 

FEET. 

7. Soil, loess and drift ........ . . . ............ ,..... ..... . ... . .. .. 18 
6. Limestone, hard, drab, finely textured, not fully exposed.... . 1 
5. Limestone and shale, marly.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
4. Shale, argillaceous, gray. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
3. Limestone, bluish, dull, earthy.... . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. 1 
2. Shale, argillaceous, gray...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
1. Limestone, light blue, hard; dimension stone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H 

'Two or three small quarries hav·e been worked along the 
Middle Tarkio river and its tributaries in section 20 of Scott 
township, and stone has been taken out at other points northwlard 
to Stanton. 'The stone used eame from !two ledges, each about 
one foot thick, and s-epal'lated by ,six inches 'of marly shale. The 
upper layer is a yellowish gray, earthy limestone; the lower, a 
hard, grayish blue limestone, containing particles of iron pyrite 
whieh are often oxidized to the brown hydroxide or iron rust. 
Both strata 'are ,suited for undressed dimension stone and for 
foundation work. 

A small !amount ·of 's'tone has been removed from an opening 
one and one-half miles east of Villi sea. But one bed of value 
occurs here, and it is covered with several feet of .shales. From 
this point northward, the Upper OO'al Measures oan be traced 
along the West Nodaway to ·the north county line. 

Suitable s'tone for quarrying is found in the vicinity of Grant 
(Milford) in Douglas township. Her,e 'a number of quarries have 
been worked, but fr-om o-my one is stone now being removed. The 
section is almost entirely l,imeS'tone, and the ledges v1ary from a 
few inches to more than three feet in thickness. The old Fisher 
quarry, located near the south edge of section 3, ,and west of the 
river, is now worked intermittently by Mr. Richard Berry. The 
strata now exposed are: 

FEET. 

6. Soil, loess, oxidized drift, sand and gravel.... . . .. .. ... . .. . .. .. 5 
5. Shale, plastic, gray to yellow.. ... . . ............ . ........... H 
4. Shaly limestone, fossiliferous, thinly laminated and of no value 1 
3. Shale, soft, yellow ........ . .......... .. .... ........ .. . '. . . . . .. 1-2 
2. Weathered limestone, nodular, yellow, marly texture; flint in 

lower portion, distinctly separated from No.1.... . .. .. . . ... H-
I. Limestone, filled with Fusulina which stand out on weathered 

faces. Many small and large flint nodules often including 
the Fusulina; yellow to gray in color, numerous cavities 
lined with calcite. One solid ledge and apparently of a fair 
grade...... .. ............... .... .. .... ... . . . .. ............ 3t 
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The rock is exposed a t the mill dam at Grant, and at other 
points up the river into Cass county. It has been quarried di
rectly across the Nodaway from the Berry opening. No stone 
has been taken out for some time, but there is an old face some 
600 feet in length along the hill-side. The covering is not ex
cessive. 

PAGE COUNTY. 

The strata belonging to the Missouri stage in Page county 
are composed very largely of 'argillaceous beds, varying from 
typical shale to marly clays, and clayey limestones. Relatively 
thin beds of limestone are found in most 8xposures, alternating 
with much th~cker beds of shale to such an extent as to make 
economical quarrying 'of the limestone impo,ssible. 

Two distinct 'horizons of Miss'Ouri limestone 'stmta are ,exposed 
in the county, one along the E 'ast and West Nodaways, and the 
other principally along the Middle Tarkio river. StIlatigraph
ically the latter come above the beds exposed 'On the Nodaway 
rivers, and are considered by Oalvin to be the equiv,alents of the 
limestones quarried at Stennett in M'ontgomery 'and near Mace
donia in Pottawattamie oounties. 

FIG. 44-Exposure of the Forbes limestone near Hawleyville, Page county 
33 
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Lime8'tone has been quarried at Coin in the southern part of 
Lincoln township, and the same str.ata have been .worked at in
terva}s al'Ong the Middle Tarkio to the north line of the county. 
In most places the outcropping ledges are displaced and weath
ered, and a section 'Of any considerable thickness is seldom seen. 

A new quarry opening on the farm of Mr. Burns near the 
southeast corner of the southwest quarter of section 22, Tarkio 
township, affords the following section: 

FEET. 

5. Drift . .. . ..... . ........ ... . .. .. .... . ........... .. ... . .. .. ... . 10 
4. Fusulina limestone... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
3. Yellow shale.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
2. Limestone, soft, yellow.... . .... . . . . . . . .... ....... .... ....... i-
1. Blue, fine-grained, hard limestone, breaking at right angles to 

bedding planes into excellent blocks for building purposes. 
Fossiliferous, and contains occasional sphalerite grains. . . . . . It 

Professor Calvin"" gives a compo'site 'section from a number 
of openings in this same region and in section 27, which includes 
the following members, coming below those just given: 

FEET. 

4. Shale ...... ,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 
3. Limestone, soft, but of fair quality ... .. , .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . It 
2. Shale............. ... .... . ............... . ................... 3t 
1. Limestone ......................... .'................... . ..... 2 

No. 1 is a.n excellent stone for a variety of purposes and is 
the ledge chiefly sought in all ,of the quarries . . H is durable and 
the most important building stone in the county. 

The next good exposure i,s to be seen in 'section 18, Douglas 
township, on a small tributary to the Tarkio : 

FEET. 

5. Drift, maximum of ..... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .......... 20 
4. Fusulina limestone cap above quarry ledge . . . . . . . . .. ... . . . . . . i-
3. "Blue ledge" lim~stone No.1 of Burns' quarry section. ... . . . 1+ 
2. Calcareous and fossiliferous bluish shale . .. ...... ... : . . . . . . . . . 7 
1. Yellow, marly clay, apparently weathered limestone... . ...... It 

As 'stated, the "blue ledge" is ,the one s'ought at 'all of the nu
merous sman quarries ,aJ.ongthe Tarkio,the associated strata 
being almost universally of too incoherent a nat~re to be of 
value for building purposes. This ledge lies ,about eight feet 
above the water in the Dougl1as township exposures while in 

• Geology of Page county, Iowa Geo!. Survey, Vo!. XI, p. ~30. 
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Tarkio and Lincoln townships it appears twenty to thidy feet 
above the stream. Although it crops out in both sides of the val
ley 'at intervals for miles, the heavy drift covermg and its asso
ciation wi'th worthIes,s argillaceous beds that require removal, 
render very limited in extent the quarrying possible at any 'one 
plant. From itJhe natural outcop it is 's'eldom possible, with the 
present hand methods 'Of quarrying, to work back over twenty 
feet befor,e the overburden becomes too heavy. Locally, how
ever, this stone has been and will continue to be a very valuable 
resource to the county. 

On a small bI1anch of the Eas't Nodaway, three-quart,ers of a 
mile above Hawleyville in N ebDaska township, there is an expo
sure of some magnitude, composed of strata which lie, geolog
ically, below the T'arkio beds. The section comprises :al,ternating 
bands of calcareous ,and argillaceous ma'terial. The individual 
members are seldom more than a foot in thickness, and it is not 
probable that any of them will ever possess more thana very 
limited l'ocal value for building purposes. Similar beds are ex
posed below. the mill at Br,addyville in section 31, Bu~hanan 
township. At both localities ,the Missouri beds are overlain by 
heavy deposits of loess and drift. 

POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY. 

With the exception of small iareas near the eastern edge of the 
county,the underlying indurated rocks belong t'Othe Missouri 
stage of the Upper Oarboniferous. These are limestones and 
shales. In general they lie deeply buried beneath the glacial 
deposits and where exposed along 'some of the larger ,streams, 
are usually overlain with gr,eat depths of drift and loess. 

There are but two districts where Missouri stra:ta are ,exposed. 
In Garson and Macedonia ,townships, in the vicinity of ,the towns 
of Garson and Macedonia, several small quarries have been oper
ated. No stone is, however, being taken out at the present time, 
and ,all exposures are gr,ea:tly obscured. 

At the J 'ohn Marten quarry near the northwest corner 'Of 
section 23, M,acedonia township, the main quarry beds are cov
ered with fifteen feet 'of marly ,shales and weaJthered fossilifer
GUS limestone, :above which are 'eigblt to ten feet of drift ,and 
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loess. The layers quarried consist of three ledges of gray, com
pad limestone, each ,about a foot thick -and separated by seams of 
marly material. The upper layer contains nodules of dark 
chert. Below ,the gray stone are three feet of a soft, yellow 
limestone filled with Fusulina cylindrica. Simil,ar strata were 
formerly worked near the northeast corner of ,section 27 in the 
T'ompkins quarry. West of ,the river and opposite the town 
of Carson in section 3 of Oarsontownship, rock has been quar
ried ,at several points along the edge of the valley. The follow
ing section was formerly exposed on the land of Mr. David 
Snapp: 

FEET. 

7. Drift and loess. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
6. Limestone, gray, hard, strong, highly fossiliferous. . .... ... . . . 6 
5. Shale, gray, indurated................ .... .......... ......... .7 
4. Limestone, dark, soft, of fine and uniform texture, gray to 

black, fossiliferous . .... . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
3. Shale................... . ......... .... .... .. ................ .5 
2. Limestone, dark, impure, fine-grained, soft . ... . ... .... .... ... .5 
1. Shale, greenish gray, exposed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

All of the rock Jedges open to view in this district are much 
weathered, and of a poor grade for building purposes. These 
conditions, along with the heavy stripping that would be re
quired, the thinness of the individual usable ledges, and their 
being interbedded with such large proportions' of worthless ma
terials, are all unfavorable to the development of the quarry 
business. 

The Missouri limestones have been quarried at two other 
points in the county in past years; below the town of Crescent 
in sections 27 and 34, and on Mosquito creek, section 21, Garner 
township. At the former locality, the following strata outcrop 
almost continuously for three-fourths of a mile at the base of the 
Missouri river bluff. 

FEET. 

6. Loess and drift up to... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ..... ,....... . ........ 100 
5. Limestone, yelJowish to gray, in ledges six inches to one foot 

in thickness, occasionally brecciated and at times having a 
finely oolitic texture. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5 

4. Shale, yellow... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
3. Limestone, yellowish gray, compact, occasionally oolitic, fos-

siliferous . . .......... . ..... . . '" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
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FEET. 

2. Shale, gypseous, highly fossiliferous. .. . . . .. .. . .... . .... .... .. 5 
1. Limestone, massive ledge, fine-grained, oolitic, fossiliferous, 

exposed......... . ........... .. ......... ................... 3 

These strata afford a good quality of building material, and 
lime was burned here many years ago. But the enormous quan
tity of stripping necessary to render any 00nsidemble amount of 
the stone 'available, is a barrier to further development a:t ibh~s 

point. 
The Mosquito creek quarry has long since been abandoned and 

the strata are very meagerly exposed. Here also the extremely 
heavy overburden renders the further working of the quarry 
practically impossible. 

TAYLOR COUNTY. 

There seems little possibility that the quarry interests of Tay
lor county will 'attain any important development. The county 
is univer.sally covered with gl'acial mater~als, and the underlying 
strata, where they do appear, consist largely ·ofshales and shaly 
limestones. Stone has been quarried at but one known point 
in the county, viz., at Bedford. It i,s fifteen years since this 
quarry w,as worked and the ledge is almost entirely hidden from 
view. The stone wa's taken from about water level in East Hun
dred and Two creek at ,a point 100 yards north from the railroad 
station. The main ledge is about ten inches ,thick 'and contains 
abundant Fusulinre. It splits very easily and ~s said to go to 
pieces in ,the weather. These qualities, al,ong with the thick 
overburden, which runs Itwenty to thirty feet, have prevented its 
use. 

Thin beds of limestone have been exposed in the banks of the 
Nodaway in the northwest corner of Dallas township, where they 
occur interstra'tified with much greater thicknesses of argiHa
ceous strata. A detailed section may be found in Geology of 
Page County.* The f'actors just enumerated would prevent the 
utilizati,on of these beds for ' structural purposes. The drift 
covering is more than ten feet in thickness, and the calcareous 
strata ,are ·of poor quality. 

* Samuel Calvin, Iowa Geol. Survey, Vol. XI, p. 423. 
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The Permian. 

In the vicinity of Fort Dodge in Webster county 'a series of red 
cLay.s associated with gypsum occur over a small area and com
prise a well marked formation. In the earlier volumes of the 
present Survey ,these beds were referred by Keyes to the Cre
taceous. The concensus of opinion at the present time favors 
Wilder's reference to the Permian ,and the strata are so con
sidered in this report. 

The only beds sufficiently indumted to merit consideration as 
a possible source ,of structural materi'als belong to the gypsum 
itself. In the early history of the county quarries were 'opened 
in the gypsum beds which outcrop along the Des Moines river 
below Fort Dodge and the natural stone was used for foundation 
purposes 'and even to oonstruct the walls of buildings by the pio
neer settlers 'of the county. Some of these old buildings still 
stand land the walls are in 'a f.air state of repair. It was soon 
found, however, that 'the stone was too s'oft and too easily dis
solved in meteoric water to warrant its general use in important 
structures. At the present time while its use 'as a building stone 
has been ,abandoned it is being developed extensively for the 
manufacture of hard wall plasters, calcimines, Plaster of Paris 
and -as a mineral paint. 

The Cretaceous. 

The Cretaceous system is represented in I'owa by rather 
loosely laggrega'teds,andstones, clay-shal,es and marly limestones. 
The s'andstones 'are prevailingly calcareous. Occasionally they 
are sufficiently indurated to merit consideration as a source of 
structural materials. This is notably true in Woodbury county 
where the stone wa;s devel,oped f'ormerly and sold as "Sioux 
City Granite." No eommercial quarrying is being done at the 
present time on account -of ,the excessive overburden. 

The cal0areous depo,sits have 'been explored to some extent 
but with slight promise of future development. The marl and 
chalk bedsatiracted some attention at 'one time as a possiible 
source of material suitable for the manu:f1acture of Portland 
cement. The thinness and patchy character of the beds, and 
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the heavy overburden are considered sufficient to indefinitely 
postpone the development 'of 'the beds. 

CALHOUN COUNTY. 

Imperfectly indurated beds belonging to the Cr,etaceous are 
known to outcrop along Lake creek, 'about one and a half miles 
northwest of Lake City. Similar beds are reported to outcrop 
along the Coon river in the southwestern portion of the county. 
Near the pl'ant of the Lake City Brick and Tile Company, the 
following ,section may be observed: 

FEET. 

5. Drift and wash ......... .. ....... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .......... 10 
4. Shale, some~·hat fissile, grayish blue to dark blue, dries a light 

gray-blue .... : .......................... . ... ,.......... . ... 4 
3. Sandstone, friable, in three ledges of about equal th ickness; 

the lower ledge ferruginous and concretionary; the middle 
layer unindurated, white; the top layer stained a variable 
yellow.......... ... . .... ........ . . .... . . . .. .. ...... . .. . . .. 2 

2. Shale, clayey, mixed, not laminated; variable ........ ,....... 7 
1. Sandstone, ferruginous and concretionary, exposed above bed 

of creek. .... . ..... . .... ... .. . .... . . ..... . ..... . ..... . .... . 5 

Only the concretionary portions of the sandstones ,are suffi
ciently indurated £or structuml purpos,es. The clay-shale is 
rather siliceous and might be used in the manufacture 'Of Port
land cement when blended with limestone similar to that exposed 
in Humboldt and Pocahontas c'ounties. The heavy overburden 
and absence of transportation :facilities detract from its attrac
tiveness as a00mmerc~al proposition. The ,analysis of ,the clay
shale is as follows: 

Silica ... ...... ............. . ... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74.83 
Alumina. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.20 
Ferric oxide .. , . .. . ........ . ... .. .. ............ .. ............ 1.24 
Lime ......... .. ... , .............. . , ... , ... . .. ..... , . . . . . . . . . . 2.22 
Magnesia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. . . . .. . .. .... .. . .. ... 1.08 
Potash. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 .32 
Soda ... .. . . ..... , .................... . .. ..... . .... .... . . , . .... ' 1.08 
Sulphur trioxide ............. . .. ... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00 
Loss on igniti on .. .. ..... , ., ..... , . .. , . . ... , .... ... . . ...... . .. 5.15 
Moisture at' 100°C ..... .. ......... ... .... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.58 

Total . . .............. . .................. . ... ..... ... . .. . . .. 100.70 
J. B. WEEMS, Analyst. 
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CASS COUNTY. 

Although but few exposures are known, the gravels, sand
stones, and clays 'Of the Nislmabotna sub-s'tage of the Dakota 
probably occupy considerable areas in Cass county. The sand
stone is, ,as a rule, friable ,and the grains are not sufficiently 
well cemented to make it of value f,or building purposes. Di
rectly south of the town of Lewis in section 15 of Oass township, 
and to the e'8!st 'of the river, is an outcrop in which the sandstone 
is of a fairly firm texture and from which large amounts have 
been removed, to be used locally. It is composed largely of fine, 
even grains of s,and, with -occasional larger fragments of lime
stone, partially cemented together with iron oxide. Small mica 
sc,ales are scruttered through it. While the stone is tender and 
requires careful handling on first exposure, it is said to harden 
very materially on drying, and with age. The sandstone breaks 
s'omewhat irregularly, but 'as readily in one direction as in an
other. Eight to twelve feet ·of the rock ,are exposed. So far as 
known, this is the only l,ocality in ,the county where the Dakota 
beds afford 'a quarry product. 

GUTHRIE COUNTY. 

Sui,table materials for building purposes are to be had from 
the Cretaceous strata, which supply unlimited qU'ant~ties of 
sandstone and which ,are availruble over the western two-thirds of 
the county. These are, however, fit for loc'al, rough work only, 
as they 'are in general but partially consolidated and will endure 
ne~ther much handling nor ,shaping. The sandstone has been 
quarried on a small scale at many points in the county, particu
larly along the Raccoon and its branches in the vicinity of Glen
don, in Plover township. Both the congloomerate and sandstone 
are quite commonly employed in foundations f,or farm buildings. 

POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY. 

Strata belonging to the Cretaceous sy,stem underlie portions 
of Pottaw,attamie county e8!st -of the West Nishnabotna river. 
They consist of beds of clay and soft, friable s'andstone, the latter 
~arying in color from whj.te to gray and brown. The entire 
county is deeply covered with Pleistocene deposits and the only 
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evidence of the presence of the Cretaceous comes from deep 
wells ,and 'a few scattering exposures near the extreme southeast 
corner of the coun'ty. 

J. A. Udden* recoI1ds a maximum thickness of forty-two feet 
of Cretaceous sandstone occurring in the northeast quarter of 
section 36, Wright township, as an escarpment over a quarter 
of a mile in len~th, facing the river. It is again seen near the 
southeast corner 'of section 1 of this s'ame township, al,so in 
section 28 of Grove township. In all instances, the rock is of 
uniform fine texture, but the grains of sand are poorly cemented 
so Ithat it will usually crumble in the hand. Bedding is not con
spicuous, great ,thicknesses appearing as one continuous ledge. 
All the exposures noted are heavily cov,ered with glacial deposits. 
Aside from being the source of local supplies of good sand, 
the Cretaceous sandstones of ,this county are of little economic 
value. . 

PLYMOUTH AND WOODBURY COUNTIES. 

The Cretaceous beds in Plymouth and W.oodbury counties 
comprise an extensive and somewhat complicated series of sand
stones, shales and limestones. The limestones often present a 
marly facies and are pra;ctioally confined to the upper porti'on of 
the Cretaceous, the Benton sub-s'tag,e. The principal calcareous 
member ,of the Cretaceous in this locality was named The Ino
ceramus B eds by White.* Later, the beds were r'eferred to the 
Niobrara division of Meek I3nd Hayden, but more I1ecent ,studies 
show that Ithey are to be correlated with The Green Horn Lime
stone, the middle division of the Benton group as it is developed 
in the Edgemont quadrangle, South Dakota. In the vicinity .of 
Sioux City, the ,arenaceous beds are highly indurated in places 
and become quartzitic in character. They have been quarried to 
a limited extent, but the excessive overburden I1enders any ex
tensive dev~lopment of the beds commercially impossible. The 
calcareous beds are best exposed in Cedar Bluff and vicinity, 
near Westfield, and near LeMars. At 'all of the above places 
they are interbedded with shales ,and arenaceous deposits and 
usually ,overlain with a thick deposit of loess and gl'acial debris. 

- Geology of Pottawattamie county . Iowa Geol. Survey, Vol. XI, p. 237. 
-Report on the Geol. Surv, of the State of Iowa, by Charles A. White , M. D., Vol. I, p . 

293; Des MOines, 1870. 
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They attain a maximum thiclmess of a,.bout thirty feet and are 
sufficiently pure to be used in the manufacture of lime and Port
land cement. The f.oUowing partial analyses were made for the 
Survey: 

1. II. 
Calcium carbonate (CaC0 3 ) •• ••• • •••• ••.• •••.•• .•..•• 83 .70 94.39 
Magnesium carbonate (MgC0 3 )...... . . •. . . ..•••••••• 2.48 0.70 

I. Chalk rock from old quarries on Big Sioux river south of West-
field, Plymouth county. 

II. Chalk rock from Deep creek northeast of LeMars, southwest quar
ter of section 2, America township, Plymouth county. 

While the beds were formerly used in the manufacture of lime, 
the introduction of cheap limes of better grade from other lo
calities has caused the ,abandonment ·of the industry. The great 
amount of stripping which must be done in order to develop the 
beds renders them unavailable under present conditions for the 
manufacture of Portland cement. 

SAC COuNTY. 

Stmtified rocks outcrop at but a single point within the con
fines of the eounty so far as known at this time. At Grant City 
the Goon river impinges str-ongly against its sOUith bank and un
coV'ers a series of coarse-grained sandstones, clay-shales and 
chalk depos]ts, the assemblage ,aggreg'1ating forty or fif1ty feet 
in thickness and belonging to the Cretaceous system. Where ex
poS'ed the sands'tone is not sufficiently indurated to be useful las a 
structural material. The clay-shales are of good quality and are 
used in a small way in the manufacture of brick. The chalk was 
used f,ormerly for the manufacture -of lime, an industry which 
long sinee was ·abandoned. The day-shales and chalk blended 
in the proper proportions would probably pr-oduce a mixture 
suitable for the manuf.acture of Portland cement. The small
neS's of the section and the inaccessibility of the beds make 
such use impossible. 
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The Pleistocene. 

The various drift sheets supply a great variety of structural 
materi'als. Practically every great group of rocks s'ave the vol
canic is represented. The granitoid ,and gneissoid rocks are the 
predominant types. The Iowan drift area, especially, is rich in 
gigantic red ,and gray granites which have been and are being 
used extensively for structural purposes with excellent results. 
The high CO'Slt of working the bowlders into shapes suitable for 
building has been the chief factor against their general usage. 
In northwes,tern and wes'tern Iowa bowlders of the pink to red 
Sioux quartzite 'ar,e common, but are usually of much smaller 
size ,than the granites of the Iowan. 
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