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Letter from the Editor
‘The University Oper a Theater's production o f s Bohéme hascome and gone. It was an
atistiohit and, relative towhat we an opera, was
espls the mpoverished u bty a very e budgetand heusullack of st in b the
© thal). W ave drawn a larger audience had we Called theoperaa
Fasca'-The 1695 Tony Awatd wer 10ihe Jock musial o whih 8 based on Lo Bohéme.
way, shows yai the importance of thesetting of thefirst actof the original opera.
Anyhow. thestory isset in contemporary New York City, dealswith AIDS instead of tuberculosis,
andwiththe problems of il-fated lovers as wasdonein Puccini'sopera. Even pary ing durin
Chisimas Evecalsfo  big scanien Rent as i rus n Sahéme. What f 5 praducers had
i ot e ok com ok e succodc T by sy e ock
opera. | suspect hat it isin
Keepinguith the cuent generation smusicalprefrences,f wil ge & nearing. However. atte
suggestiveof the oid fonns ie. “symphony’, “opera’, "string quartet’, “sonata’, elc. will be
5, cepeckly ot ek o s cofoecapimes o ot v HoW o
avercoms whalseemlo be petuats nd negative
ctations? I1isasif the o et s pm.mm your
Gramdierentsked thskin of sk, mustbe wiong o
pswe need more concert perfommancesof opora withou costure, sesnery ana
1 doi 2 1

theairica AT
chamber We have
bo added 1o wnat y y Opers Tnostr and
pera Worshop.nereplace htto be i opera
as well. Years ago, in one of my et esues ofihe newselor | mopased s resionof 8

singers, would-be
producers, composers, directors, inand-out of teuniersty seing, (500 hese ings. I was
not possi bie o follow through onsuch a proposal atthe time.It stillmay not be possible, but we

need to tag in
Expandour horizons! If the lowa ity Chamber Singers can put onsuch a remarkableand
uccessu concatin Clapp Hel estuing Caming Burans sad vool

why can' we havea concert opera puton by amw. ‘City Cham ber Opera Society?

i the meanime, il wthinkof weys 10 30ve Hose o bms, o o torhe University's

qummocopel Mo mplonet tiogiginen. Voo Wil b0 Grealy entartaned. Bettorye, b
rthur Canter

Report of Meetings and Activities
The Supersmel on March 26 and Apl 29, 1368, The Marchmestingwasdevotedto
eplacein
April, such as strike food, the potluck, role of Supers in the opera el ote Protossor s
spoke atout future plans forspecial events. and reported on the Des Moines concert appearance
by Simon Emsam Leslie Morgan. The auditions forthe summer opera have already started.

review
reactions tothe peﬂnm\moesnnd leam about backstage crisesand eventsthat wouldnot be
known to Most 'Daughter of the

of

Sophnel, FRAOHIGOUYMEANC AL A T e AT
‘The Supers

Wakatanes foafooimea good, thecompany. mrmmq s ok permitted one of the




Supers to demanstrate slight skill at repairing a door laich even f not up to the skill of a waiter's
rolein the opera. A num ber of the Supers were able to attendthe Opera Workshop in which
students presented scenes from various operas in the Opera Studio (in VMB) on the very next
day, Sunday, May 5 5.

A

-up and clean-upfor the.
for the reception honoring Charles Wendt

‘Thank you, Supers.

An Open Letter from Anna Stranieri

Opera whe
provide food (or a monetary donation topurchasefood and/orsupplies)for another successful
Sk any: ol sacs oewland Eas of i coun Lo B Bohéme. We can't begin to tell
¥0u howmuch (hs s spprecated by hem. YOU mke e

. there are no duesor other financial ehhplnnns 10 be a member ofOpera
least

Supers, The ONLY 5
springand summer operas.
needed each time to provide food. For thespringopera,
40 mem ber paricoated. oft oftnese lany, only one was a no-show. We tytocallon everyone
onlyonce a year; somei
time when the sign-up mm is passed around for sike food"at e meeung. we are grateful. It
rof people

needed.
L isa ¥

to Hancher
a drop-off mutually agreeable, or food can be
picked at your home, depending on the circumstances.

ncxdinator for W skks pary” food, a1 wo ave sy behoiden o e for ts task — EG )

Guum nomunl (1797-1848) and The Daughter of the Regiment

[ any
poser i, Whe oows e
from the usual wmgr.pnul sources

ur
‘Guido Zavadini, in his Donizetti Vit he-Epistolario (Bergamo, 1948) lists 70
‘operas by the composer. Two had never been performed asthey were notfuly comple ted, and

two others never performed forunknown reasons. Add tothis list 18 other operas, projectedor
y y out, alargs 3
i for orchestra ias). . dozens of piano
pleces, songs, lm you i iz lific a Donizetti was
during effects.

soder named Donal o Don et hodrited 1 Nalyand Halnized his name! Thi soryca
e T. Ferts i his book, The Great allan and Fronch Gamposers (1878). Femia nad all
i ack: rong, misdated evets and seemed 0,66 Mol 1 by ah atleMpto sCeoutt (0
Donizetir' fascination with librett based on English and Scotish history andine composer’s
supposedly “Highiand I nsome of themusi in Don Pasquae as wel s Ludia
As Ast ogrep! . pointedout,

and

Turandot
onizet was bom in Bergart, aciyn the nothem lalan povince ofLombarcy. His

father wa
Donizetis hadsix Chikiro. ofwhar Gaetanc and hs elde broher Gluseppe wero m-emyom
o take up musical careers. Giuseppe eventu:
lived outhis lifeas . Chiefof




stutled ot the cca Mo is i

a Bavarian,
n.u.,mpms Donizetti nvlnuﬂ inhis studies rapidly and was sent to compiee themin
Bologna Atage 20, Donizett

nsean o of taking up an pressed him

todo, |umad10composmqmuiluor local societies, us«-ny amateur ones. Duringthisperiod he
first operatic

atageof 21,from forthe coming

seasonat the Teatro San Luca in Venice. Theopera Donizetti wrote to a libretto written for him
by afellowstudent, Bartolomeo Mereli, was Envico di Borgogna. Whileit was nogreat success,

per 0 gain e
‘Oneof these, Zoraide di Granata (1822), a big hit with Roman audiences, launched Donizettias
a professional From thenon forhis fluent
‘melodic gt Hisname
Htaly and a flood
of his active lif he produced anywhere fromtwo tofour operas ayear, for Naples, Rome, Mian,
Palermo, Florence, Venice, and in due course Vienna and Paris. It was not until 1830, and 26
aperasshr Zorkd, et Conael wrle  workthat has emainc failer o modem
ol ol sy Vi s B0l pod e

including Lelisi
. La

. Maria . Lucia di L (1835), La Fille du

and Don

),

«
 was his first completely P

otherof hisoperas for Frenchproduction). It wasequally successfulin Haly, as La figia del

reggimento, and in England and America with minorvariations inplot and staging, as The

‘Daughter of the Regiment.

e

. light-hearted y popular
t onit ight

with 2 ithas
on February 11, 1840.The d their triea o sat
a sneering reviow ofthe pr Theopera

umm the worda s happens Inthe high lessllurlol the caloraturasoprano aris. lenny
i ) in its L May 27, 1847
Some oo Mars ncade:Paine Lucca Aaeloe el g Lo Tersein. 1
times, the rolehasbeen associated with Lily Pons, Mirella Freni, Joan Suthertand, Anina Moffo,
Bovery it mu Lucera Serra Wy persanal favore remains Liy Pars

e basic story of the opera, briefly put is about Marie, a f oundiing, brought upby the
5e1velm Sulpice, of the “21st” French regimentof Napoleon's ammy stationed in the Tyrol. Marie
131 ove vah o young T . Tonko wnoseved hr e, Who & anacunoed et Mare
rontythenice of ¢ and iste
Telgwomat 1 prepee ho omarty alopph G Duks. T 890 173 ofThe 2 1$therpto
Toumne Mot an oo & i e ol Marios parentase. iy Sheul | G away
allthe plot—see the opera). The University of lowa Opera Theater wil puton the Des Moines.

the opera in English. If my y me .| believe Jennifer
M. thatl

cellaneous Notes and News
of the leamed by this

a remarkably Aida orth Sa May. Sheis
n February 23, 1997 and in
adara Butoty ot e Metropoltan Oper cring ety part o1Apr 1997 From now until
herretumto the USA

2 (Orngs.Franc), nerts Rocuom (Coperhgar) Buttorty (in Moy and hen
in Japan), Ameliain U Beriin, Vienna, a




he el 1596, andihen endin te year s Leotrsin i Trovater farBerin. Betwesnthe San
Francisco and Met performances, she wil reprise her role in /l Trovatore for Vienna. | may hav
misseda few Sho s goinglo be one busy lady —( Ed ete: oo bas Michae i ot seraking
e aomna o e T e roiake plce ok st on ot
 the U 1 Operaproductionof
e operawith nehets. | o bt sy 0 e S o S wers s i Loonors i ne
Met, tossk or me todo the supers ol there)
Michel's cecordng of U alo ) meschrs, @ Tekd O s, s skeadyout. The Stpers

have purchased it and will donatethe alburn tothe Rita Benton Music Library. Her recording of
e Ve Roquio, for Chandos Kschatlas o 0 reeasadvery Soon Wenl oot inatod torne
Music Library.

Kimm Julian will be oing the title ole in Verdi's Macbeth for Metro this summer. Several of us

aregolng nor theoperin ight paromance on June 22 Macbelh shouk havespeclal
s0n comparing th

Siikospecrs layand evaestng esemandsmads upon o patanes or nerols

: The summer opera
July 19 (Friday)and theaiemaon of sy 21 (Sunda )

insteadof reserved. Thus to avoid getling a brokenseat, comeearly. It |shapm that the broken-
down seats in Clapp Hall will berepaired/replaced bynext season.

ko food and donations wll e sought asusual I you have 1o been caled before, expect 1o
be asked for a contribution.

‘The details for thesupers potluck supper have yet 1o be worked out. You will benotified when
‘and where in time to make plans, butmean whilemark off July 20th, as themost likely ate. The
focd theme is “Tyrol” (Austrian butnot Viennese)
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