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Letter from the Ediitor

I have heard from many of you, and it appears that | should keep on with the ediitarship of
Entr'Acte. The response was almost overwhelming. This past momth has confronted us with the
problem of keeping focused an the ordinary things of daily life and the enjoyment of cultural events
while there was a Guif War going on. But now we can devote full attention to such trivial events as
opera, comeerts, etc. Apropos of this you will note how such matters were regarded in Emgland in
wartiine—see below in the biographical sketch of Britten.

Report of the Mexting of February 11, 1991

There were announcements regarding Music $chool programs, a2 Gompesars Warkshop, and the
recipe column that Johanna Besers will do in the Press-Citizen relating to A Madsummeer Mgt s Preegm
We had two guests addiress the group and answer questions: Peter Alexander, Director of Arts Ganter
Relations, reviewed what ACR czan dio, prelilamsim diediing witth mevsgoapars, etic. Waary LoniseRkoutz,
Edlucstion CGooedlimator of Arts Quireach, descriibed some exciting projects that will Iavelve high school
students from around the state In events associated with the spring opera (see Missasisfeous:
Needs st end of newslefter). 1n Hamcher lobby this spring there will be a display of designs and
castumes from the Qjparaand Thester costumne/design shop, Mana Shaw |ndicated that only fain-floor
tickets will be sold for the spring opera. Next meeting of Supers will be Mandiay, March 11.

Benjamin Britten: A Biographical Sketch

Ve direadly kinow mudh aizout Sekexpeare's AMlitisammeiydn vdDegam addiibe ¢ cephissseio O
Arts lowa has a good summary of the Britten opera based on the play. It is probably safe to assume
that most readers of Entr*Acte know little about Britten, a connplex person whese crestive _
comtributions are only beginning to be appreciated as more of his works are recorded and appesr i
comcerts and on the opera siage,

Ediward Banjamin Britten was born at Lowestisfit, Ssufidik Fngdhantibigyt HecNd orthSeaa. His Shahleerwasza
dental surgeon, his mather afine amateur singer. Asa oy Bhitiien showed grecocious musica teekentt
and interest. He started to conipose at age five. Hewas taught piano and viola. By the time he finished
preparatory school at age 14, he had already written ten piano sonatas, six string quartets, three suites
for piano, an oratorio, and dazans of songs. He had also taken composition lessons from Frank Bridige,
the composer, during school holidays. At age 16 e wion am apsn scidbarshi p i conmpedtion at the
Royal Cdilege of Music, Landion.

He waesrativer wnhappy and frustrated at tihe (odibgge, Xstelbhber isssaatittotereputiit, "Wileenymu
are immensely full of energy and ideas, you diom't want to waste your time being taken through
clementary exercises in dictation,” but he remained at the Cdllege for three years

Britten was determined to earn his living by compesing when he became of age the year after he
left the Cdllege. 1n 1935 he joined the GPOHilm Uirikt ttoccomposeimcidianta music foar thie ddoounaartsary
films produced by that group. It was at the GPOFlan Wittt Heemedt WV H-1 Mydelan bieeppett wiloowass
four years his senior and a graduate of the same public school Britten had attended before entering
the Gdllege. The poet had an important influence on Britten in giving him a deeper appreciation of
the beguty of poetry and an awareness of the problems with comifiming words with music, The two
collaborated on various films Britten composed music for two Awidtan/[sherrwand verse plays, and
Audien proviided the texts for two of Britten's song cycles. Britten received a number of commissions
for theater and radio work over the next several years,

By 1939 the deteriorating political situation in Emgland, as well as in Europe, and the mnpendmg war
led a number of Emglish artists, including Audien and Ishemwood, to leave for the lllmted States, Later
that year Britten, feeling "muditled, fed-up and looking for wmrk longing to be used’ (his own
account), left Enrgland with his dose friend Pater Paars, the tenor. (Thisirs wasan intimate
relationshiip that was to last 40 years.) They went first o Ganetiaand tihen to the Ulnited States, jimimg)
the group of Emglish artist emigres. Britten completed several major warks during his first year in



the United States. Hie resumed work with Audien and collaborated with him for an operetta. Paul
Banyan, jratiucsetiaatCohhdnblialiaivneesstty il Masy, 19341 Hdoweeer, dyy 1 9P itttan weashoneasdk fiar
England, and he and Pesrs |eft Aanerica in March, sailing to England on a sinall Swedish cargo boat
which took & fenth to make the peritous Adigntic crossing at this period of Wiarld Wéar I1. Dwring the
voyage Britten completed his cantata Hymn 1053t Ceeuk sotchid e ki viledon aibeh itiéterfofal imramaihd
conmposed A Geremony af CapdkS oo tedkewo

Back in Emgland Brritten ran into difficultieshecanse of hisfailure tosarve in the millikary
Howexer, as a known pacifist, he was granted exeniption as a conscientious objectar and was allowed to
wark in connposition provided he slso pertormed as a pianist at special wartime camcerts promoted by
CEMA ((ooundil floar Frneauagament of Missio) Al oxer Englangl. [[ksitharealkassan tiotelkearned iim the
United States from thig?—Ed.] Ouer the Aext several years Britten arranged to have performed his own
works that he had brought back with hif from Adierica and began working on his new opera, Pater
Grimes The first performance of the opera on June 7, 1945, marked the return of the Sidlar's Wedls
Gipera CGoneny. The success of Peter Grimneswidih Reter Pearsiin theditle raletiaugit i mnnmatiane
attention to the conpeser. Dissansion at Sotller's Weis Thesire regarding their operatic policy leda
group of the opera compwny's artists, including Britten and Pears, o leave the company and form
thelr own sanall-scale company. The compeser agreed 1o help the group get slarted and wrate The
Rape aof Luereiia an @mramat fequwed ihe services of the aight singers and twelve insirumental ists
making up the EP@UB The opera was given at Ghyndiehasrne iR the sumper of 1946, The opening was
asuccess, and the compeny decided {6 call themselves the Exglish Gpera Graup (EOS).

The next year they put on anocther Britten connic opera at Qlymdiebawrne . Albert Herring. ElGttadk
both operas to two festivals in Europe, and in the course of the tour they decided to hold a festival at
home in Aldishurgh, England, where Britten and Pesrs resided, Thus was bern the Aldighurgh Festival
in 1948 and it became an annAual event. Now Britten's life followed afairly regular paitern. He
receiived frequent comissions and was able to work 6n opexas as he wished. 1n 1955 he and Pears
made an extended tour of the Far East. 1A the 1960 s Britten befriended & Aumber of Russian
musicians, including Shostakovich, whose music Britten greatly adanired, and Rasiropovich and
Richter, both of whom were inviited t6 perform periodically at an Al¢idhnrgh Festival. The Russans,
in :]iggérn,, had high regard for Britten's music, and a Briiten Festival was held in the USSR (A inania)
in :

In the spring of 1973 Britten was hospitaliized for a heart condiiion for which he uderwent
surgery. The treatment was only partially successful, resulting 1n asharp curtailment of the
compasar's activities. 1n 1976 Britten was created a life baron and thereafter could assume the life
style and title of Lard Britten of Aldihuirgh, but he died on Deoanter 4,1976, having had very little
oppartunity to enjoy the honor bestowed upon him

Banjamin Biritten's operas and diates of first performances: Paul Banyan May $,1941; Peier Grinnes
June 7,1945; TheRaneaflLuereiia, fuly 12,1946, Alhert Bering, JuneZ20) 1947, THxaBegaa:SPpesa,
May 24,1948; TheLiltle Svesp Tune 41,1949, Billy Buigdd Daeecaver 11,1951; Slouianajubiens 4.99537A0e
Tarn of the Serew, Sepiember 14,1954, P\@y&sﬁuﬂdeauwmlﬁ‘m%& A{Mmmmm&bmwmnwne
111,1960; Cerkew River, fune 113,1964; TheBumnmeRienyFurnace Jaes)d[5986; 7R Fniigasserivdn
110, 1968, Owen AHIGEBe Mdsy135139T st ReaslyanrMdariceu dene 16:1973.

Mare on Benjamin Britten

Peter Pears, reminiscing about Britten, noted how Britten had enjjoyed accompanying his mather on
the piano while she sang. He liked to sing, t66, but had & poor opinion of his own voice. He liked to
play the viola in local quartets. From his negative experiences with Audien swriting scripts before he
had a chance to review them, Briiten |earned that he had to discuss every step of awork with his
librettists and to work closely with the in the preparation of his operas

Lard Hierewood noted that Britten waswholly gregarious and articuliate with his friendsbut found
communication very diifficult with those he ditiher did N6t know o wihe ware net an his sde an
caniroversial issues. Before an appesrance as @ piano soloist Britien suffered such exireme bouts of
nerves that he was unable to est before the concert. He felt inhifited by what he himself descrilbed as
psychosomatic lllnesses. Hewas considered a man of great charm, bui he was basically insecure. 1a
his later years he avoided contact with oiher people to the point of being obsessive in his desire to be
left alone except by his closest friends He could be punitively meralistic and suffered from an

"sggressive pacifism” that turaed many Ee@ ple off. He could not accept the fact, tihet e wasa

celebrity. Hierdly avocal line in his works fails io have some meticulous instruction as to how it



should be performed. Hewaesvery martioular aiout his dathes SHhirts were spagially ssdle far fath
Britten and Pears by Awstin Reed, and the housekeeper had to wash them &t home. Hiis heart surgery
left him profoundly diepressed, and he fretted cantinually about his disebility

Miscellaneous: Notes, Announcements, Needs

Volunteers Needed: e of the projects for high school students will be a “festival" for 100 gifted
students: they will meet with faculty, directors, attend a special dinner, attend a performance of
Tweelfth Nigfnt asteenthaawookistigpeant iy Thioumsstiay nmooniing, Ad pid |1 48t f6ol Heeopeeatattl 4360
am The studients are to arrive in lowaGily the dizy befare. Tiheir lodiging will be underwritten by
Qpportunity at lowa. Vadlumteers are needed to assist in the conduict of this “festival/' 1t Isan exciting,

innovative event that deserves the attention of the Quara Supers, If you can help out, please call Mary
Louise Plautz at (319) 335-2694.

Coxtume Shop Needs: Far the fairy costumesin A Midsunaeer MighrtssDeaam ¢ gayzyatalicsesand
costume jewelry are needed. Maybe you have a gauzy" old blouse, dress or skirt. The costume design
people can take these apart and use portions—it need not be yard goods, Cal Elkeanere Bovers 835
1680, dirop things off at the Gasiune Shop in the Music Building, or st your ediior s addiress (6
masthead of Entr'Acte), and he will get your donations to the Ciatunie Shop

Notes: Diianna Penny, one of our singing active Supers, will be giving a recital in the Cilicion
Pavilion, Umiversity Hagpitals, at noon on May 8th. She will be accompaniied by Mary Beth Barteau.
Yau are all invited to attend; adnnission isfree, _ _ _

A mumrtier off ssngarsodf hagal intkarestwilll leeanpearing im 7HeclarfigeosiizTigaponti hbecaer
Repids Symphony: Barbara Buditin, Kristor Hustad, Leslie Margan, and Crisiopher Gaske. The opera
isbheing produced by Besumont Gless with the chamber-sized orchestra conducted by CHristian

Tiemeyer. The performances are Merch 23 and March 25 at the Paramount Thesier i Ceatler Repids
Cdl 366-8203 for ticket information.

aext: Meeting: 7 p.m. Mandey, Merch 11, 1991, Music Lounige (Room 1028), Schiool of
wsic.
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