Opera

Supers

Vollune GCne, No. 2 Januaty 1986

of f Iowa City NEWSLHE

Editor:

Arthutr Canter 338-1217
30 Brookfielld Dr., Iowa City

"TER

REMINDER: Next Opera Supers fieetiing is Mbnday, Febiuaty 10 at 7:00 p.m.

in the tounge of the Misiie Building.

Letter from the Editor

The first issue of the Newsletter seems to have been welll receiived, judging by
the comments reported back to the editor, although no written communications were

receiived to support this view.

Much of the credit for the apparent success of

the first issue shoulld go to Nbna Shaw, who prepared the finall copy and designed

the mmsthead..

Untill I receive comments and suggestions to do otherwise, I shall

contiinue with the general format used in the first issue.
I amdisappointed that no one has suibmitted an, answer to the BORS Quiz. Gan

it be that it was

too difficullt, or is it that none of you felt it worth the

effort to find the answers and try for the prize? The prize was, of course, a

nystery,

and in keepiing with the spirit of the venture.

but those of you who know me shoulld trust that it woulld be interesting

Kake amends by submitting answers

to the folllow-up quiz in this issue of the newsletter.

Deadllines for materiiall to be

newslletter issue -
Opera Supers. At the end of this

included
establlish as we have no regullar schedulle for publiicatiion.
anything received up to one week befote publiecation.
to be in yout hands at least one week before a fieeting of the
letter, there is a tear-sheet for you to

in any Newsletter are difficult to
However, I can include
Ordinariilly we plan on a

compllete and return regarding yout wishes to receive the News~ letter, serve as
an "active" menbetr, ete. Youtr response will be appreeiated.

DECENBER 16TH NEETING REPORT

Mbna Shaw, P.R. Coordinator, convened
the mneeting at 7:00 p.m. About a dozen
were present including staff and Qpera
Supers.. Thiis group prepared the pre-
order Boriis mailling whiille Qpera Theater
desiigner, Nargaret Wenk presented models
and sketches of the BORIS set designs.
It was exciting to get a glimpse of

things to come and ask questions of
Nargarett..
Conmmiittee reports were then heard. Art

Canter reported on the newsletter. (See
conments in editor"s letter.) Nbna Shaw
reported on Public Rellations activities
by giving a rundown of preparations of
announcenents and  advertisenents in
newspapers, magazines, radio and t.v.
P.R. assiistant, Neg Sump descriibed pllans
to devellop a slide show oriented to the
hiigh sehooll student, but also suitable
for the generall publlic. A suggestion
was fnmde to publiicize BQRIS through the
vollunteerr efforts of Supers on Ilowa

Publie = Television during IPTV Friends
Week.. Miriam  Canter, Hospiitality
Committee chairperson, reported on the
meeting helld by that committee to dis-
cuss a variety of BORIS parties includ~
ing a strike party, a Russian potlluck, a
pre-petrftornance patty for Supers only,
and other speeciall funetions by Supetrs
for friends and targeted audiences in
Towa City and elsewhete. The committee
also disecussed suggestions to bring pro~
grams inte  dorms, hesting student
groups,, involving nustie and theatetr
students, ete. Q(ther business included
defining menbetship in Opera Supers.
Any firm decision was postponed untill
our nfext meeting, but it was agreed that
the Newslletter be sent to a wide
audience, not restrieting it te members,
but not consideting all Newsletter
reeipiients offiieial Cpera  Supets
entitled to the priivileges of menber~
ship. The meetiing adjorned at 8:45 p.m.
and was followed by sociall and refresh~
ment time until 9:00 p.n.
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Report Gomtinued:

Perhaps this account of the meeting
wiilll entice more of you to attend in
the future, if only out of curiiosiity
or desiire for the camaraderie of
opera Lovers and the refreshments
served. Future meetings may even
include entertaiinment. You willl note
alse that MNbna Shaw runs a tight

feeting, comes prepared with an
agenda, and sticks to it very well
indeed. The nmeetiings are productive

and enjoyablle. If you prefer to not
to come as a menber of the Supers, we
welcome you as a guest or viisitor.

ANNOUNCENENTS

1. CALL FOR HELP!" Shirley Harrison,
Costuire Committee chaiirpersom’ is
desparatelly looking for more costume
volluateers.. The projeets involved
are sifiplle, 56 don't be intimidated
il yeu'te not an expert tailer. Weé
need te knoew by Feb. 18 hew many will
be hellping (although actuall work
times willll be sehedulled later), se
pllease contact her by this date.

Allse, we need the following items
donated: old Leather coats,,
curtains, nmttress pads, fake fur,
rag rugs, wigs, and old -costume
jewelry. For any of this contact
Shirlley at 337-5729.

2. MORE SUPERS are needed for extra
rolles in BORIS. Prof. Glass is lLook-
ing for about seven nore men. If
you" re interested, please contact
Kimm Jullian at 353-4286.

3. Tax deduction forms for dona-
tions-in-kind (any expenses incurred
on behallf of Qpera Theater) may be
obtained from Nbna. If you wish to
make cash donations, desiignate the
recipient  specificallly, i.e. "The
Schooll of Musie"™ or "Qpera Theater
Gift Fund" even though the donation
is sent to the 1Iowa Foundation
offiiee. Thiis specifie designation
ensures the gift willl go to the
erganization of yout choice.

4, CHIIDREN ! Auditions willl be
helld MNbnday, Feb. 3rd from 5:30-7:00
p.m. in the Opera Studie of the Musiie
Buillding for chiilldren. Ten children,
ages 7-10, willl be cast. For nbte
information, contaet Kinmn Jullian at
353-4286 or Nbna at 353-5626..

5. Wé need co-chaitpersons for all
of our committees. Refer to our last
newslletter for nafes and addresses
and contaect committee chalitrs direet~

Ly-

NOTES,. NEWS,, AND TRIVILIA

Daviid Hamilton. formerlly associated
with Opeta Theater as a graduate
student, sang the tolle of Lotrenzoe da
Ponte in Atgente's new epera CASANOVA
whiieh had three perforfiances at the
New Yerk City Opera. Argente"s
epera, originalllly entithed CASANOVA'S
HONECOMING. was cem- missioned by the
Minneseta Opera Fer the epening of
the Oceway Theatire iA St. Paull.
depniiker Ringe. alse a FerRer §EU?
dept, sang iR CEouned's ROMED AN
Jb&kﬁf at the take Geerge ( w/YQEE§
Eheta Festival in Juhy 1985. &he is
scheduhed te appeatk if FALSTAFF
gv@%gi> in Saraseta, Fherida O FEB.
th. §&H8H Estes is scheduhed to Be
iH gt the Met on Aprih 16,
Qﬂﬁ 19; onby & week be'rere QB
Eg@%hﬂg 83 8ur Pis.  pes MBipes
kL 6Opeta wihh Be HQ&H thE werhd
premiere OF hoiBy's Thk TENPEST EH&E
EQH&H%E SupmEL. " AhSB scheduhed ate
D RoMED @&9 JWehEr. Ik
fave 18 iﬂ%QEH&E&SH aneut ,EQ§E§.
£z6ch opera Fans Shouhd &gy the
V.3, PLEMiErE OF Snetapa's Ek 8
Be presented Maren 1sth By gra
Srehestia 0k  New Yok, EQHHHE%@ B

Q,gli'ég;er at earpegie Hahh, MNew Yer

A SEQUEL TO BORES

Dvorak wiote an epetra ealled DIMITRIY
(1882) whiieh takes up the fate oF the
false Dimitri after the death of

BoLis.. It is stilh  petFerned
occasiionalllly and thete are tapes
avaiifllablle frem seme dealers. t de

not know if there is a disk f@@@%d&ﬂg
of the opeta avaihabhe. tf anyene
knous,, t"d like te get the
infoeenation.



THE BORIS QUIZ REVISITED

As I'"ve indicated the response to the
fiest BORIS quiz was disappoeinting,
but the answers are as follows:

1. Anyone familiiar with the opeta
libretto or even the synopsiis should
have been ablle to answer the first
part of the question dealing with the
criines committed in BORIS other than
the nurder of the Czareviteh Dimiitri
ascriibed te Boriis. (As a matter of
histerieall faet, it was never
established that Beriis did astually
eommit this erime, BUt it ebvieushy
nade goed theater fer Pushkin.) The
First eripe was when “€Figer, ™ the
False Dimitri, ¥fhed the ABRastery.
Appatentlly it was against the Law im
that tiime to defrock oneself. Police
were looking for him as a criminall.
The second crime was when the "Fool™
had a penny ("groat"™, ‘"kopek,™
whatever) stolen from him by the
ehilldren. He even askgfs Boriis to
murder these who rebbed Rim, just as
Beriis had nurdered the ehild Difitkii.

2. The first American to sing Boriis
at the Bollshoii was George London
(1960) and he sang the standard
Bollshoii  production of the second
Rii nisky-Korsakov version.

3. The Llibrettist of BORLS was, of
course, Mussorgsky. He based the
Libretto on both Puskin's drama

(1826) and Karaneiin's History of the
Russian Empire. (1829 edition)

BORIS QUIZ REPRIEVE (Questions 4 & 5)

Thiis willll be easier for BORLIS buffs.
Answer these two questions and you
willl be eligible for the prize. The
priize is an audio cassette tape of
excerpts from iy own colleetion. It
willllL eontain the same aria or
nonollogue frof BORLS compating George
Lenden and Boris Christoff (same
erehestira versiion).. To be eligiblle
you fiust be on the Opera Supers
naiifling List and net be a nefber of
the Scheel of Musie facullty or Opera
Theatetr staff. 1n case of duplicate
gorteect entries, the earliest
reeeiived willlL earn the prize. Should
there be ties, the entry with the
flest interesting comments will get
sofie sort of preferentiall treatient.

I am not adverse to giving tWe
prizes, but I may add semething ek
the "best" winnet.

4. what was the real (fuwll) nanme of
"Dimitei™ the Pretender?

5. What was the souree of his beliief
that he was the true Dimitki?

Incidentallly, it nmy hellp you to know
that the name sought in question #4
is used in the titlle of an early, if
not the original, version  of
Pushkin's drama whiech he called A
COMEDY QF THE DISTRESS OF THE NMUSCOVY
STATE (?2)

A BORCS OPERA BEFORE MUSSORGSKY

I could have wused this for a quiz
questiion, but it is toe far eut. The
hiistoriecall subjeet was set to6 an
opera in 1710 (even befere Pushkin"s
play) by Johann Matthesen (1681~
1764).. Matthesen was a GCetABA
organiist, hatpsiichordiist,  singer
(sang femalle toles), and eenpeser
(eight opera afong other €6RMPOSELOAS)
whe was befriended by G F. Handel and
is said to have 1learfed fueh Frem
Handell. I have ne infermatien as te
the aectuall title ofF the epera,
whether it was sueeessfulllly predueed,
staged and its subsequent fate.

A LTNCOLN CPERA

Avhiille back, Prof. Semville mentiened
possiiblly commissioning an epera based
on the life of Abraham Lineehn. Has
anyone taken het up on this yet? The
story is a naturall: the ingrigue 6F
Cabinet nefbers, the nmELiage
confliiet, the "ether" \joammn (earhy,
anyway), and the assasinatien. A
Librettisk eould even go te Stephen
Viineent  Benet's epie peem, Jehn
Brewn's Bedy fer segnents d@éh&ﬁ%
witth, the Lineeln  stery. Fee

i n§pii Fed?

P



Please complete the form bellow and return to:
Qpera Supers
Nbna Shaw
2075KB
Schooll of Mlsiie
ITowa City, IA 52244

I wish to becone am active member of the (pera Supers

I amunalble to partcipate as am active member, but wish to continue receiving the
Qpera Supers Newsletter..

Please remove my name from your mumiilling List.

NANE PHONE

ADDRESS,
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