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RENINDER: Next schedulled meeting is Mbnday, May 12, 1986 at 7:00 p.m. in the
Lounge of the Musiic Building.

LETTER FROM| THE EDITQR:

ALl of us shoulld feel proud over the success of the production and and pertotfrance of
BORLS GODUNOV. There was that initiall disappointment when the news cafe that SimonA
Estes woulld, be unablle to perfetm, but this was quickly repllaced by the exeitement of
haviing out own star, Kinm Jullian, take over the tolle he had been rehearsing alfl the
time. As one who was ablle to enjoy the thrillling expetience of working in the
production as an onstage supet, I ean repert first hand that it was exeliting and a
great fjoey to see and hear Kifm Jullian as BORIS. By new it is redundant te List all
the eengratullatiions and kudes te the nmAy peeplle whe helped fiake the Uhniiversity Opera
Theatetr preduetion sueh a great sueeess. But I de want te remind everybedy that we
are indeed fertunate te have Beaunent Class, Margaret Wenk and thelik assistants te
design, direet and preduce eperas here in tewa City. Again, speaking frem backstage,
Meg Sump, yeu sure were a pred, but witheut yeu things eeulld have fallen apart. I
sheulld have dene semething like this (perfermed in an epera) fetty years age. I thank
evetrybedy, espeetallly Beaument, fet the eppertunity at this periied 6fF ny lLife.

Now we turh our attention to the summetr production of NADANE BUTTERFLY. Yeour editer
wiill eontinue the general format of the newsletter that has been used to date.

REPORT ON NEETING OF APRIL 14, 1986

A little mnmore than two handfulls of Supers were present for the last neeting centered
around the oproduetion of BQRIS. Nb specifie agenda was followed. Compi ttee
chairpersons willlll be asked to repott at the next meeting when they will give summaries
of their committee's wotk. MNbna Shaw indiecated to the group that the Supets have mmde
a great impact on the community, preparing everybody for BARLS, arousing imterest in
the opera and the events surrounding it. The Downtown Netehants Association was very
hellpful in these endeavots. Through the efforts of the Supers and Nbna"'s particular
eontribution as Publlie Rellatiieons Coordinater, BORIS has received more publieity than
any of the previious produetions put on by Opera Theatet..

Mbna also gave a first hand account of the party helld by the Richardsons for persons
not wusuallly interested in opera. The affair was a great success and led to many of

those attending to go out and buy tickets for a performance after they heard cast
menbers sing selections from BORIS.

Wé discussed strike-party arrangements, detaiils, and needs that were yet to be met for
BORIS, rehearsall problens, and the nights of the actuall performances.

The meetiing ended with a sense of satisfaction and priide in our activities to date and
we gave oursellves a round of applause. Then, as is our custom, wWe enjoyed coffee and
pastriies to compllete the eveniing.



BORIS AFTERNOTES

The viideotape of BORIS is schedulled to be aitred by Lowa Publlie Television (leeallly
channell 12) on Saturday, Nay 10th, from 7:00-10:00 p.fn. Those of you Aot fertunate

enough to have seen the live perforfiance €an view it then. These with VER's e€an add
it to yoeut librariies.

The following note from Betty MtColllister failed to be inecluded in the Last newslletter
beecause I ran out of space allotment.

Quotiing Challiapiin: "BORIS GODUNOV appealled to fie to suieh an extent that, Aot centent
with learning my role, I sang the wholle of the opera, all parts, fialle and female. Now
I realize the usefulness of studying a whole opera...The more 1 delved imto Mlissorgsky
the more did I realize that one coulld act Shakespearein opera.™

Your editor knows the feeling. He, too, sang all parts, nmlle and female, but te
hiinsellf, during the rehearsalls and final performances.

NADANE BUTTERFLY IS NEXT

Your editor welleones bits of news, trivia, comments, suggestions®for the Newslletter on
the topics of Puccini, NADANE BUTTERFLY. singers, and events associiated wiith the
opera.

it is important for you to attend the next meeting of the Supers, shott as the netiiee
is. We must begin to organize committee work and goals, assignments, the usual
volluateer actiivities whieh we ecan contribute to the preduetiion, publlieity and
arrangements for the Jully 25 and 27 presentatiions of BUTTERFLY. Now is the tiime to
beconme informed about the opera and its composetr in detaiill enough to whet yout
appetiite to mmke it a more meaningfull and enjoyablle experience. We did it for BORIS
and we can do it for BUITTERFLY. There willll be a BUTTERFLY QUIZ in the next issue and
priizes willll be awarded.

It is most Llikely that Beaumont Glass wiill prepare and issue some materiialls on the
background and story of the opera, as he did with BORIS. It is also very likely that
fany note of you are already acquainted with the pllot of BUITERFLY, if not its
detaiills, than was true of BORIS. BUTTERFLY is net as compliecated an opera, but it
does have its owh stibtlletiies that willl be bettet appreeciated if understood in advance.
Heariing it in English, of coutse, willl hellp in this respeet. However, the backgtround
of its composition, the period of Pueecini's Life when he composed the opera, and hiis
personall probllens and charactetr are all fascinating. I have already begun my reseatch
and want to tempt you. But Beaumont willl be allowed to have his say first. I do not
want to chanee his inadvertantlly giving away answers to some Quiz questions I have in
fii Ad..

BUTTERFLY NOTES

As you know, nany a great name among the sopranos and tenors of the opera woklld have
sung in NADANE BUTTERFLY, among them Farrar and Caruso. They were recording the lLove
duet from the first act in which Caruso"s Pinkerton sings a phrase (in Italian)
transilated as "I holld you trembling."™ Farrar"s Butterfly, instead of replying, "Yes



for life," sang "He had a highballl." In Italian the two phrases have the same Aufber
of syllablles. Caruso gigglled, making his next line unintellligiblle. However, the
recording was not altered and may be found in several Caruso/Fattar anthologies.

That kiind of jocullarity whiille not exaetly rare among the superstars o6f opera, iis
unlikelly to occur where a serious opera is presented in the language of the eeuntty.
Do you see what I mean by beiing able to get the subtleties when yeu heat epera if
Engllish? You afficionades of epera in its eriginal lLanguage, de yeu think yeu weuld
ecateh an ad Lib, fFunny e¢ etherwise, duting a Live perfFermmnce? Naybe we are missing
eut on private jokes. I ean immgine the feregoing Fartar/Caruse interchange geiing
aetegEFngﬁte welll in ERglish iA an apprepriate spet during Die Fledermmus, but Aet
BUTT h

SILVER SCREEN TRIVILA
In a nonmusieall wversion of NADANE BUTTERFLY made in Holllywoed in the 1930's, Sylvia
Sydney pllayed Butterflly and Cary Grant, Pinkertoan. I did Aot use this as a quiz

question because finding the answer would net teach you about the opera or its
cormposer ..

RENTNDERS, ADDITIONAL NOTES

Comniittee Chaitpetsons: Be prepated to give a summary repott of your committee wotk.

Readers not currentlly on our maiilling List for the Newsletter or inactives who do
receiive it, please considetr becoming active as a Super. To be a Super does not
requiite you to carry out vollunteer activities week-in-week-out, let allone daily. All
you have to do is to give us of yoursellf at some occasion or for some simple activiity
when the need arises. For examplle: make some phone calls, hellp stuff envelopes, bake
something, contact somebody with respect to do some need or goal, look up a bit of
information, etc. Duriing opera productiions volunteers are particullarlly needed to
assiist in the scene shop, costume shop, secruing props, chaperoning, etc. The
experiences the Supers have are rewarding and we have fun--ask any of the Qpera
Supers.. The next meeting of the Qpera Supers is Nbnday, Nay 12th at 7:00 p.m. at the
usuall. place: Lounge of the Musie Building. Bring guests and potentiiall Supers to the
freeting.. Even if a Supetr, or Super-to-be plans on being away during the sumwer,
partiecipation now can be of vallue to the group in its pllans for next year.




\ INPORTANT DATES AND NUNMBERS:

1 Next Meetiing: Mbnday, May 12th, 7:00 p.fn., Musie Buihding Leunge
Committee Chaifpersons, brifng your repoerts.

Neusletter: Arthur Canter, 338-1217

Coordinator: Mbna Shaw, 353-5626

Opera Production Managet: Duiight Suitp, 353-7428

MADANE BUTTERFLY perfornance dates: Jully 25th and 27th

The University of lowa
Schoal/ of Music
lowa City, lowa 52242




